Institute of Culture Lilnrary 

Pre»fint«l hf 

Of, Baridbaran Mukerji 


taaob-t 













SINAI AND PALESTINE 


IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR HISTORY. 


BY ARTHUR PENRYHN STANLEY, D.D., F.R.S., 

OOBRESPONDANT DE l’iNSTITUT IMPERIAL DB FRANCE, 

BEAN OF WESTMINSTER. 


NEW EDITION. 


WITH MAPS AND PLANS. 


LONDON : 

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET. 

1875. 

[The Right of Translation is JReservei,} 





CONTENTS. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

PRBPAOE : 

COK^TBCTION OV SaORBD HiSTORY AND SaCRED GsOaRAPHY . , . • Xli 

INTRODUCTION : 

Egypt xji relation to Israel* 

1. Nile in the Delta. . 2. View from the Citadel at Cairo, 8. Heliopolis. 

4. Valley of the Nile. 5. Tomhs of Beni-Hassan. 6. Tombs and Hermits. 

7. Thebes — Colossal statues. 8. Thebes— Kaimc and the Royal Tombs. 

9. Nile at Silsilis. 10. At the First Cataract. 11. Philo;. 12. Nile in 
Nubia. 13. Ipsambul. 14. Nile at the Second Cataract. 15. Dendera. 

16. Memphis. 17. The Pyramids .... ... xxx 


CHAPTER I. PART I. PENINSULA OF SINAI. 

I. General conhgaration-<>the Mountains, the Desert^ and the Sea. 1. The Two 

Gulfs. 2, The Plateau of the Tlh. 8. The Sandy Tract of Debbet er- 
Bamleh. 4. The Mountains of the Thr. (a) The KA’a — ^the Shores. 

The Passes, (o) The Mountains ; the Three Groups — the Colours — ^the 
Confusion— the Desolation— the Silence, (d) The Wddys— the Vegetation 
— the Springs^the Oases 8 

II. General Adaptation to the History. The Scenery — the Physical Phenomena 

—the Present Inhabitants — Changes in the features of the Desert . 20 

III. lioeal Traditions of the History. 1. Arab Tradition — Traditions of Moses. 

Loss of the Ancient Names. 2. Greek Traditions. 3. Early Traditions 
of Eusebius and Jerome . . . 20 

IV. Route of the Israelites. 1. Passage of the Red Sea. 2. Marah and Elim. / 

3. Encampment by the Red Sea. 4. Wilderness of Sin. 5. Choice between 
SerbM and Jehel MOaa as Sinai. 6, Special localities of tKe Histoxy • ,08 

V. Later Histoxy of the Peninsula. J. BlijahV visit. 2. Josephus. 8, AUu- 

ai(»k8 of St. Paul. 4. Christian Eenaitaj^es; Convent of St. Catherine. 

. i. Mosque in the Convent ; Visit of Mahomet. Present State of the 
, Convent, 7. Sanctuary of Sheykh Saleh . • . . • , , 4B 

Note A, Sinaitie ineenptions • . . * • ^ • Sf 



« 




piJlT II. JOUEHIT |BOBI CAIEO TO JERXJSALEM-EXTRACTS. 

• * • >xo»' 

I. Departure from. Egypt; Oreriand Eoute; FirH Bncampmeat. H. The 
Faaaage of the ESl 1. Approach to Suez. 2. - Welle of Hoses. HI. 

The Deserti aud Sand«stcm. IV. Harah ; EUm. Y. Second Encampment 
by the Bed Sea ; Wildemeea of Sin.*’ YI. Approach to Mount S^bil ; 
Wldy^SidriaadWidy Feizin. YII. Ascent of Serbai. YIII. Approach to 
J[,ebel H<iaga> the traditional Sinai. IX. Ascent of Jebel Mhsa and Bda 
Shfdhfeh. X. Ascent of St. Catherine. XI. Ascent of the Jebel ed-Deir . 63 
XIL^Boute from* Sinai to the Gulf of ’Akaba. 1. Tomb of Sheykh Saleh. 

2f W&dy Seydl and Wady el>’Ain. Hazbuoth. Xlll. Golf of *Akaba ; 
Elath. XIV. The ’Arabah. XV. Approach to Fetra. XVI. Ascent of 

Mount Hor. XVII. Fetra. Kadbsh . 7$ 

XVIII. Approach to Palestine. XIX. First Day in Palestine. XX. Hebron. 

XXL Approach to Bethlehem and Jerusalem. XXII. First View of Beth- 
lehem. XXIII. First View of Jerusalem 98 


CHAPTER II. PALESTINE. 

The Highland of Syria : Lebanon ; the Four Rivers : the Orontes, the Leontes, 

the Barada, and the Jordan 100 

PALESTINE. I. Seclusion. IL Smallness and narrowness of its territory. 

HI. Central situation. IV. Land of Ruins. V. ** Land of Milk and Honey.” 

VI. Earthquakes. VII. Variety of climate and structure. VIII. A Mountain 
Country ; the Views of Sacred History. The fenced Cities, and High Places : 
Politick Divisions and Conquests. Highdands and Lowlands. IX. Scenery ; 
Character of hills ; Vegetation : Flowers ; Olives ; Cedars — confined to Lelm- 
non ; Oaks and Terebinths ; Sacred Trees ; Palms ; Sycamores ; Oleanders ; 
Carob-tree. X. Geolo^cal Features : 1. Springs and Wells ; 2. Sepulchres ; 

3. Caves; in ancient times ; in modem times ; 4. Legendary curiosities . 112 


CHAPTER III. JUHJSA AND JERUSALEM. 

JuDJBA ; — ^I, The “south” frontier — Simeon. II. Mountain country of Judah 

— Lion of Judahs Vineyards — Fenced cities — Herodion. Bbthlehrk — 

Hbbbon 159 

Jbrubalbk : — I. Exterior aspect. 1. Long obscurity — Jebus — ^Mountain fastness. 

2. Ravines of the Kedron and of Hinnom. 3. Compactness — Growth. 

4. Surrounding mountains. 5. Central situation. H. Interior aspect. 

1. l^lls of the city. . 2* Temple-mount — Bock of the Sakrah — Spring in 
the Temple Vaults. 3. Walls and Towers — ^Palaces — ^Ruins — Earthqu^e. 

HI. Mount of OLiVES^Ught connection with, the early history. Connection 
wiih the Gospel History — Presence of Christ — Bethany — ^Scene of the 
Triumphal entry — The Ascension — ^Condusion 166 


CHAPTER IV. THE HEIGHTS AND THE PASSES OF BENJAMIN. 


« 

B»NJAXiif> the frontier tribe of Judah and Ephraim-^Its independent power. 

1.^ The Passes of Bdijamin. 1. The Eastern Passes, a. Battle of Ai 
b« Battle of MichmaslL o. Advance of Sennadierib. 2. The Weatem 
Passes— ^Battle of Bethhoron under Joshua. Later battles of Bethhoron • 199 
IL TheErights. 1. Neby-SamwiI or Gibeon. % Bethel: Sanctuary— View 
of AlHraham---Saim^^ of Jacob and of the Northern tribes— Jeroboam’s 
Tennile-— Josiah * • • • • • • • 213 

Note cm Bamah and Miipeh • . • • • • ; « * • 224 



ooNBm ^ » 

f; ■ 

CHAPTER V* EPHBAIm\ 

! ■ ■■ . PAC» 

HounctiunsofBpBEiLix- FeitiUty and eentrai altaaUon-^i^mady of Ephraii&f 229 
f. Sninoa. II. Sbbobbii. 1. Piist balting^plaoe of Abraham. 2. First 
settlement of Jacob. 8. First capital of tho conquest. Saactnary of 
Mount Qerizim. 4. Insurrection of Abimelech. 5. Sanctuary of thO' 

Samaritans. 6. JacoVs well , 281 

III. Saxaria: jts beauty—Its strength-^Sebaste. IV. Passes , of Mana^seluk 

Dothan <. * .^242 

Note on Mount (lonsim. Abraham and Melcbizedek : Saorifioe of Isaac : 
MountMoriah . . 2^8 


CHAPTER VI. THE MARITIME PLAIN. 

I. The Shspbelah, or tbe Low Country^ — Philistaa : 1. Maritime character of ' 
the Philistines. 2. The strongholds ; their sieges. 8. Corn-fields— Contact 


with Bauu 4. Level plain — Contact with Egypt and the Desert . . . 2 

II. Plain of Sharon — Pasture-land — Naphath-Dor — ^Forest — Cscsarea — Con- 
nection with Apostolic History 259 

III. Plain nud Bay of AcRn—Tribe of Asher 263 

IV. Plain of Phcbnioia : 1. Separation from Palestine. 2. Harbours. 8. 

Security. 4. Rivers. Tyre and Sidon — Local Prophecies . , . . 266 

Note A. House of Simon at Jafia 274 

Note B. Villages of Sharon 275 

Note 0. Phoenician Antiquities : Sarcophagus of Esmunazar . . . .277 


CHAPTER YII. THE JORDAN AND THE DEAD SEA. 

The Four Rivers of Lebanon in their courses : — Tho physical peculiaiities of the 
Jordan — Unfrequented — Historical Scenes 281 

I. Vale of ^ddim. 1. Battle of the Kings. 2. Overthrow of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. 8.* Appearance of the Dead Sea. 4. Vision of Ezekiel. 

5. En-gedi 287 

II. Plain and Terraces of the Jordan Valley, 1. Plain of Abel-Shittira— Encamp- 
ment of the Israelites — Views from Pisgah by Balaam and by Moses — 
Burial-place of Moses — ^Passage of the Jordan — ^Drying up of the River. 

' 2. Jericho— At the time of tho capture— In the time of tho Prophets, and 

of Christ. 8. Scene of the Preaching of John — Bethabara — Scene of the 
Temptation— Baptism in the Jordan — Bathing of the Pilgrims . . . . 298 


CHAPTER VIII. PERiEA AND THE TRANS-JORDANIC TRIBES. 

I. General -character of the scenery. II. First view of the Holy Land, 
in. Frontier land. — First victories of Israel. IV. Isolation. V. Pastoral 
character of the country and its inhabitants. Nomadic Tribes — Reuben— 
Gad— Manasseh— Elijah tiie Tishbite. VI. Land of exile. Last view of 
the Holy Land 819 


CHAPTER IX, PLAIN OP ESDRAELON. 

General features. 1. Boundary between northern and central tribes. 11. Battle- 
field of Palestine. 1, Victory over Sisera, Battle of Kishon. 2. Victory 
oyer the Midianites. 8. Defeat of SauL Battle of Mount Gilboa—Beth- 
shan and Jabesh Gilead. 4. DefeatofJosiah— Battle of Megiddo . . 335 
1X1. Richness and fertility of the Plain — Issacbar: Jezreel — Engannim. 

IV; Tabor : Portress and Sanctuary of the Northern Tribes. V, Oarbbl^ 
Scene of Bl^ah’s sacrifice. VI. Naiv • 347 








chawerx. gaulbe, 

. .wan 

^ner^ of Nortliem ^alostine-— Tlio Four Northem !rril)es— Their wealth<-^Their 
isolatioii-^Galilee in the New Testament , . . « ; • » 361 

I. NiKHUETH-^Its upland haidn — Its eeclneionr-^Sacred localities . . « 864 

XL Laes or Gskkssaeetr. 1. Plain of Hattin, and Mountain of the Beatitades 
—Battle of Hattb. 2. View of the Lake of Oennesareth. 8. Jewish History 
of Tibe^as. 4. Plain of Gennesareth. Traffio—Fertility of the Plain- 
Villas of the Herods — Fisheries of the Lake. 6. Scene of the Gospel 
Ministry— * * Manufacturing district — The Beach — The Desert— The storms 
of wind— The Demoniacs — The Feeding of the Multitudes — ^The Plain of 
Gennesareth— Capernaum 367 


CHAPTER XL THE LAKE OF MEROM AND THE SOURCES OF. 
THE JORDAN. 

1. Upper Valley of the Jordan— Hills of Naphtali and Manasseh — Kedesh- 
Naphtali. II. Lake of Merom — ^Battle of Mcrom, III. Sources of the 
Jordan — Tel el-Kady — City and Tribe of Dan — Ctcsarea Philippi — Hazor — 
Pancas — Hermon — Mount of the Transfiguration 889 


CHAPTER XIL LEBANON AND ANTI-LEBANON. 

I. Hravoir : its Temples — Baalbek. II. The Vale of Hasbeya — ^The Vale of 
Coele-Syria — Lebanon — ^The Nahr-el-Kelb — The Uodai's. III. The LixAnt. 
IV. The OaoNTES—ltihlah— Antioch. V. The Babada— Damascus : its 
Traditions . • . . * 


CHAPTER XIII. THE GOSPEL HISTORY AND TEACHING, 

YIEWED IN CONNECTION 'WITH THE LOCALITIES OF PALESTINE. 

L The stages of the Gospel History. 1. Infency of Christ. 2. Yonth. 3. Pub- 
Ko ministry. 4. Retirement from public ministry. II. The Parables. 

1. Parables of Judasa. a. The Vineyard, b. The Fig*tree. c. The 
Shepherd, d. The gootl Samaritan. 2, Parables of Galilee, a. The corn- 
fields. 6. The bir£. c. The fisheries. HI. The Discourses — ^The Sermon 
on the Mount. 1. The city on a hill. 2. The birds and the flowers. 

3. The torrent . 416 

IV. Conclusions. 1. Reality of the teaching. 2. Its homeliness and uniTersality. 

8, Its union of human and divine • d3X 


CHAPTER XIV. THE HOLY f LACES. 

I. Bet&u^hbm: Church of Helena— Grotto of the Nativity— Jerome. IL Na»a* 

. , itEiH : Grotto in La^n Conv«at— Spring near the Greek dburdh— Hoase^at 
"Loretto— Compared with site at Nazareth— Origin of the legend. IH. 

, JbrusaX(EIC : Lesser localitifSK- Church of the Aseeuifion— rToinb of the 
' Virgin— Gethsernana—Coenaculum— Church of the Holy Sepulchre— Greek 

\ Easter— Conclusion ^ • • • • • . ^ . 437 



cbimom.;' ■ ^ 'v ■ ’ tii 

ABPBNDIX. TOCABULARY OF HEBREW TOBOaRAPHICAli 

WORDS. 


FA6« 

Introduetion ............ 47(> 

Index . . . 479 

I.-^Valley8 and Tracts of Land 481 

II.'-^Moimtains, Hills, and Rocks 494 

ni* — ^Biyers and Streams 501 

IV. — Springs, Wells, and Pits 509 

V. — Oayes * 516 

VI, — ^Forests and Trees . . 517 

VII. — Cities, Habitations, Streets 591 

VIIL-^The Sea and its Shores . , • 533 


INDEXES 535 


UAlPS. 

I. Diaqbau or VHB HBXOHTS'Or Eotpt, Sinai, and Palbstins 
II. Eotfi . 

III. Peninsula or Sinai ....... 

IV. T&adiiional Sinai . , 

V. Palestine . . ‘ 

VI. South or Palestine ....... 

VII. Plain or Espraelon and Galilee 


WOODCUTS. 

t 

1. Skstoh-map or Stria 

Sketch-flan or Jerusalek .... 

8. Sketch-plan or Shbohbk 

4. Hap or the Lake anp District' or Gennesabeth 

5. Sketch-plan or House at Nazareth anp at Loretto 


La ibhe references to the Erdkimdc of Profe&scx C. Bitter thronghont this 'work, ^e 
foDewiag names hare been adopted for the Yolomes relating to Sinai and 
Palestine Part XIV. (or VoL I.) is designated ^nai ; Part XV. (Vol. It), 
\ flfectl J# Jordan : Sect, 2. Syria : Part XVI. (Vol. lit) Palee^bie : Part. XVII, 
(Yot tv.), Soei. 1. Lebanon ; Sect. 2. Damascus. 


• Page 108 

. „ 158 

. „ 228 

, „ * 360 

. „ 436 


Frontispiece. 
Page xxxyi 

„ 5 

» 42 

, 111 

„ 161 

« 837 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


What is personal in this book may be briefly told. la- 
the winter of' 1852 and spring of 1853, in the company of 
^Ke friends' (to whose kindness I shall always f^l gratefvil 
for haring enabled me to fulfil this long'cherished design), 1 
risited the welbknown scenes of Sacred History in Egypt, 
Arabia, and Syria. Any detailed description of this journey 
has been long since rendered superfluous by the ample illustra* 
tions of iimumerable trarellers. But its interest apd instruc- 
tion are so manifold that, even after all which has been seen 
and said of it, there still remain points of view unexhausted. 

Much has been written, and still remains to be written, both 
on the History and* the Geography of the Chosen People ; but 
there have been comparatively few attempts to illustrate the 
relation in which each stands to the other. To" bring the 
recollections of my own journey to bear on this question ; to 
point out how much or how little the Bible gains by being seen, 
so to speak, through the eyes of the country, or the country 
by being seen through the eyes of the Bible ; to exhibit the 
effect of the ’Holy Land’ on the course of the ‘ Holy History;’ 
— seemed to be a task not hitherto fully accomplished. To 
point out the limits of this coimection wiU be the object of the 
following Preface. 

As a general rule, it has been my endeavour, on the one 
hand, to oinit no geograpbic^ feature which throws any direct 
li ght on the History or thq of the Sacred Volume ; and, 

on tile other hand, to insert no descriptions except those which 
haye such a purpose, and to dwell on no passages of Scripture 
eiritept those which are capable of such an illustration. Thb 
j^nhu bf narrative has tiius been merged in that of dtesertatioi^ 

.11 tnwt tliat I iBay bs pmsUted to name lib. Wtixoad, Mr. Pranutotlitf ecd- . 
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Mowing the course of lustorical and geograpUcal dinsioiiSi. 
Whenever I have given extracts from journals or letters, it has 
he^ when it seemed necessary to retain the impression not 
merely of the scene, bat of the moment. Only in a few 
instances, chiefly confined to notes, the main course of. the 
argument has been interrupted in Order to describe in greater 
detail particular spots, which have not been noticed in previous 
accounts. 1 have, as much as possible, avoided the controverted 
points of Sa,cred Topography, both because they mostly relate 
to spots which throw no direct light on the History, and also 
because they depend for their solution on data which are hot 
yet fully before us. 

* The Maps have been framed with the intention of giving not 
merely the physical features, but the actual colouring offered to 
the eye of the traveller at the present time. In the use of the 
geographical terms of the Old and New Testament, 1 have 
aimed at a greater precision than has been reached or perhaps 
attempted in the Authorised Version; and have thrown into an 
Appendix a catalogue of such words, as a help to a not unim- 
portant field of philological and geographical study. For the 
arrangement of this Appendix, as well as for the general verifica- 
tion of references and correction of the press, I am indebted 
t(^ the careful revision of my friend Mr. Grove, of Sydenham. 
Throughout the work I have freely used all materials within 
my reach to fill up the deficiencies necessarily left by the hasty 
and imperfect character of my personal observation. It is 
nnnecessary to describe more particularly the nature of these 
sources: they are mostly given in the long catalogues of 
writers afilxed to Bobinson’s “Biblical Besearches," and Bitter’s 
volumes on Sinai, Palestine, and Syria; and I may perhaps be 
allowed to refer, for a general estimate of their relative value, 
to an essay on “ Sacred Geography” in the Quarterly Beview 
for March, 1854. 

Finally, I have to express my deep sense of that I owe to 
my friend and fellow-traveller, Mr. Theodore Walrond, Fellow 
^. Balliol College, Oxford. Without him the journey, to which 
I shall always look back as one of the most instructive periods 
of my life, would in all probability never have been accom- 
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pUshed : on his accurate observation and sound judgment 1 
have constantly relied, both on the spot and since; and though 
I have touched too slightly on Egypt to avail myself of his 
knowledge and study of the subject where it would have been 
most valuable, I feel that his kind supervision of the rest of the 
volume gives a strong guarantee for the faithful representation 
of the scenes which we explored together, and of the conclu- 
sions to be derived from them. 

pBEOIIfOTS, OAHTRBBITIir, 

Jommry^ 1856 . 

P.S.— Nine years after the journey to the East on which 
this volume is based, I was enabled to revisit Palestine in 
attendance on His Eoyal Highness the Prince of Wales. The 
tour was necessarily rapid, and was chiefly confined to scenes 
already familiar ; but it furnished me with illustrations, or 
corrections, of what I had before described; and some spots 
were seen which I had not been able to visit on the previous 
journey, and one of which (the Mosque of Hebron) I owe 
entirely to the privilege accorded to the Prince of Wales. 
The main topographical results of the journey are incorporated 
in this edition; though, for the convenience of those who have 
purchased the earlier editions, I have given the same, in sub- 
stance, in my “Lectures on the History of the Jewish Church/* 
and in the Appendix to my “ Sermons in the East.” 

In these same nine years the Geography of Palestine has 
been almost rewritten. Not only have new discoveries been 
made in every part (with which I have been hardly able to 
keep pace in the corrections of my successive editions), but 
the historical and topographical details of the subject have 
been worked up into a far more complete form than any to 
which I can lay claim. It is a satisfaction to me to think that 
this task has fallen to the lot of one to whose friendship I have 
been so greatly indebted in the present work, and that I may 
refer my readers, for any shortcomings, to the numerous 
articles on Sacred Topography in the new “ Dictionary of the 
Bible " signed by the well-known name of George Grove. 

I)BAirBE7, ViTaSTMUrSTIB, 

January ^ 1884 , * 
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PKEFACE. 


*THB OOllNEOTION OP SAORKD HISTORY AND SACRED OROGRAPHY. 

The historical interest of Sacred Geography, though belonging 
in various degrees to Mesopotamia, Egypt, Asia Minor, Greece, 
snd Italy, is, like the Sacred ffistory itself, concentrated on the 
Peninsula of Sinai and on Palestine. Even in its natural 
Aspect the topography of these two countries has features 
^hich would of themselves rivet our attention; and on these, as 
ilje basis of all further inquiry, and as compared with similar 
features of other parts of the world, I have dwelt at some 
length'. But to this singular conformation we have to add the 
feet it has been thp scene of the most important events in 
the history of mankind ; and not only so, but that the very fact of 
this local connection has occasioned a reflux of interest, another 
stage of history, which intermingles itself with the scenes of the 
events, thus producing a tissue of local associations un- 
rivalled in its length and complexity. Greece and Italy have 
geograpHcal charms of a high order. But ^ey have never 
lirovoked a crusade; and, however bitter may have been the 

i See Chapter! I. II. VII. and XII. 
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disputes of antiquaries about the Acropolis of Xthens or 
the Forum of Borne, they have never, as at Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem, become matters of religious controversy— grounds 
for interpreting old prophecies or producing new ones— 
cases for missions of diplomatists, or for the war of civilised 
^nations. 

This interest in Sacred Geography, though in some respects 
repelled, yet in some respects is invited by the Scriptures them- 
selves. From Genesis to the Apocalypse there are — even when 
not intending, nay even when deprecating, any stress on the 
local associations of the events recorded — constant local allu- 
sions, such as are the natural result of a faithful, and, as is 
often the case in the Biblical narrative, of a contemporary 
liistory. There is one document in the Hebrew Scriptures to 
which probably no parallel exists in the topographical records 
of any other ancient nation. In the book of Joshua we have 
what may without offence be termed the Domesday Book of the 
conquest of Canaan. Ten chapters of that book are devoted to 
a description of the country, in which not only are its general 
features and boundaries carefully laid down, but the names and 
situations of its towns and villages enumerated with a precision 
of geographical terms which encourages and almost compels a 
minute investigation. The numerous allusions in the Pro- 
phetical writings supply what in other countries jvould be 
furnished by the illustrations of poets and orators. The topo* 
graphical indications of the New Testament, it is trueu are 
exceedingly slight ; and, if it were not for the occurrence of the 
same names in the Old Testament or Josephus, it would often 
i-' be impossible to identify them. But what the New Testament 
I loses by the rarity of its allusions, it gains in their vivi^ess 



kit > Kt^AdK 

0 

and, moreover, its geoeral history is coonected vrith the 
geography of the scenes on which it was enacted, by a link 
arising directly from the nature of the Christian religion ifs^. 
That activity and practical energy, which is its chief outward 
- characteristic, turns its earliest records into a perpetual narra* 
five of joumeyings to and fro, by lake and mountain, over sea 
and land, that belongs to the history of no other creed. 

It is easy in all countries to exaggerate the points of con- 
^ nection between history and geography ; and, in the case of 
Palestine especially, instances of this exaggeration have some- 
times led to an undue depreciation of any such auxiliaries to 
the study of the Sacred History. But there are several land- 
marks which can be clearly defined. 

1. The most important results of an insight into the geogra- 

Mueiice 

wtfcioSLl general character of the nation 

chaiaotor. ^ ^Jiich it has fumished a home. If there he any- 

thmg in the course of human affairs which brings us near to 
the ‘ divinity which shapes men's ends, rough-hew them how 
they will,’ which indicates something of the prescience of their 
future course even at its very commencement, it is the sight of 
that framework in which the national character is inclosed, by 
which it is modified, beyond which it cannot develop itself. 
Such a fprecast, as every one knows, can he seen in the early 
growth of the Eoman commonwealth, and in the peculiar con- 
formation and climate of Greece*. The question which the 
geographer of the Holy Land, which the historian of the 
Chosen People has to propose to himself is, Can such a con* 

^ .For the sake of convexiie&ce I xnaj graphy of Greece,” in the firet numlier 
here refer to an essay on Topo- of the Claaaical Mnaenm. 
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neeiion be traced between the scenexy^ the features, the 
boundaries, the situatioBi ,of Sinai and of Palestine on the one 
hand, and the history of the Israelites on the other ? It may 
be that there is much in one part of their history, and little in 
another; least of all in its close, more in the middle part, most 
of all in its early beginnings. But whatever be the true answer, 
it cannot be indifferent to any one who wishes — ^whether jBrom 
the divine or the human, from the theological or the his« 
torical point of view — to form a 'complete estimate of the 
character of the most remarkable nation which has appeared on 
the earth. If the grandeur and solitude of Sinai was a fitting 
preparation for the reception of the Decalogue and for the 
second birth of an infant nation ; if Palestine, by its central 
situation, by its separation from the great civilised powers of 
the Eastern world, and by its contrast of scenery and resources 
both with the Deseii; and with the Egyptian and Mesopotamian 
empires, presents a natural home for the chosen people ; if its 
local features are such as in any way constitute it the cradle of 
a faith tliat was intended to be universal ; its geography is not 
without interest, in this its most general aspect, both for the 
philosopher and theologian*. 

II. Next to the importance of illustrating the general 

character of a nation from its geographical situation Influeno# 

on forms of 

is the importance of ascertaining how far the forms expreswon. 
and expressions of its poetry, its philosophy, and its worship, 
have been affected by it. In Greece this was eminently tlio 
case. Was it so in Palestine ? It is not enough to answer 
that the religion of the Jewish people came direct from God, and 


* See Chapters L and H. 
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the poetry of the Jewish prophets sad psidmists 
inrmediate inspiratioii of God’s Spirit. In the highest sense, 
indeed, this is most true. But, as every one aclcnowledges that 
' this reli^on and this inspiration came through a human 
medium to men living in those particular ' times ’ of civilisation, 
^d in those particular ‘bounds of habitation,’ which God had 
‘ before appointed and determined ’ for them, we cannot safely 
dispense with this or with any other means of knowing by what 
local influ|nces the Divine message was of necessity coloured 
in its entrance into the world’. Again, as there are some who 
would exaggerate this local influence to the highest, and others 
who would depreciate it to the lowest degree possible, it is' 
, important to ascertain the real facts, whatever they may be, 
which may determine our judgment in arriving at the proper 
mean. And lastly, as there was in the later developments of 
the histoiy of Palestine, in the rabbinical times of the Jewish 
history, in the monastic and crusading times of the Christian 
bistoiy, an abundant literature and mythology of purely human 
growth, it becomes a matter of at least a secondary interest to 
know how fiuf the traditions and the institutions of those times 
have been fostered by local considerations'. 

HI. In the two points just noticed, the connection between 
history and geography, if real, is essential. But this 
connection must always be more or less matter of 
opinion, and, for that very reason, is more open to 
fanciful speculation on the one side, and entire^^ection on the 
<dtW. There is, however, a coimection less important, but 
^ ; itiore generally accessiWe and appreciable, that, namely, which, 

> Se«Cb9(enlI.aiidXnL < SeaClliiu>tenI. H. a&^XIV. 
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*,yi&oat actually ^causing <>r influencing, expkina th^ events 
^at have occurred in any particular locality. The most 
obvious example of this kind of concatenation betii^een place 
and event is that between a battle and a battle-field, a cami>aign 
and the seat of war. No one can thoroughly understand the 
one without having seen or investigated the other. Zn some 
respects this mutual relation of action and locality is less 
remarkable in the simple warfare of ancient times than in the 
complicated tactics of modem times. But the course of armies, 
the use of cavalry and chariots, or of infantry, the sudden 
panics and successes of battle, are more easily affected by the 
natural features of a country in earlier than in later ages, and 
accordingly the conquest of Palestine by Joshua, and the 
numerous battles in the plain of Esdraelon' must be as indis- 
putably illustrated by a view of the localities as the fights of 
Marathon or Thrasymenus. So again* the boundaries of the 
different tribes, and the selection of the various capitals, must 
either receive considerable light from a consideration of their 
geographical crcumstances, or, if not, a further question must 
arise why in each case such exceptions should occur to what is 
else the well-known and general rule which determines such 
events. It is to the middle history of Palestine and of Israel, the 
times of the monarchy, where historical incidents of this Mnd 
are related in such detail as to present us with their various 
adjuncts, that this interest especially applies. But perhaps 

^ See Chapters IV. YII. IX. and XI. were so closely ble&ded, it seemed most 

In these portions of the work I haye netural not to attempt a sepsration. 
yentnred on a coniinuotis narratiye ^ See Chapters III. IV. V* VI. VIH 
than would elsewhere have been ad- and X* 
misslble. Where history and geography 
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tbfire.is no ineident of magnitude, eitlier of the Kev or* 
Old Testament, to which it is not more or less applieahle. 
Even in those periods and those events which are least 
associated with any special localities, namely the mmistrations 
and journeys described in the Gospels and in the Acts, it is at 
least important to know the course of the ancient roads, the 
situation of the towns and villages, which must have determined 
the movements there described in one direction or another’* 

IV, Tho|e who visit or who describe the scenes of Sacred 
Bvidences expressly for the sake of finding confirmations 

of of Scripture, are often tempted to mislead themselves 

*’^**”^‘ and others by involuntary exaggeration or invention. 
But this danger ought not to prevent us from thankfully wel- 
coming any such evidences as can truly be found to Ae faith- 
fulness of the Sacred records. 

One such aid is sometimes sought in the supposed fulfil- 
ment of the ancient prophecies by the appearance which some 
of ^the sites of Syrian or Arabian cities present to the modem 
traveller. But as a general rule these attempts are only 
mischievous to the cause which they intend to uphold. The 
present aspect of these sites may rather, for the most part, be 
hfdled as a convincing proof that the Spirit of prophecy is not 
so to be bound down. The continuous existence of Damascus 
and Sidon, the existing ruins of Ascalon, Petra, and Tyre, 
showing the revival of those cities long after the extinction of 
the powers which they once represented, are'stknding monu- 
tUeuts of a most important truth, namely that the warnings 
ddivered by 'holy men of old’ were aimed not against stocks 


1 See Clkapten VI. and XIIL 
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and atondS) bat than, as always, against living sools and sins, 
whether of men or of nations’. 

But theie is a more satisfactory ’evidence’ to be derived 
from a view of the sacred localities, which has hardly been 
enough regarded by those who have written on the subject; 
Facts, it is said, are stubborn, and geographical facts happily 
the most stubborn of all. We cannot wrest them to meet our 
views; but neither can we refuse the conclusions they force 
upon us. It is by more than a figure of speech that natural 
scenes are said to have ‘ witnessed ' the events which occurred 
in their presence. They are ‘ witnesses ’ which remain when 
the testimony of men and books has perished. They can be 
cri>8S-examined with the alleged facts and narratives. If they 
cannot tell the whole truth, at any rate, so far as they have any 
voice at all, they tell nothing but the truth. If a partial 
advocate on one side or the other has extorted from them a 
reluctant or an imperfect testimony, they still remain to be 
examined again and again by each succeeding traveller ; cor* 
recting, elucidating, developing the successive depositions which 
they have made from age to age. 

W 

It is impossible not to be struck by the constant agreement 
between the recorded history and the natural geography both of 
the Old and New Testament. To find a marked correspondence 
between the scenes of the Sinaitic mountains and the events of 
the Israelite wanderings is not much perhaps, but it is certainly 
something towards a proof of the truth of the whole narrative** 
To meet in the Gospels allusions, transient but yet precise, to 
the localities of Palestine, inevitably suggests the conclusion of 


’ See CSiApten TI. aixi X. 


* See CbspterL 



«iurly origiu, . in <tbe 'times when Palestine was still Moiliar 
(UQid aecessible, when the events themselves were still recmit iu 
the minds of flie writers'. The detailed harmony between the 
life of Joshua and the various scenes of his battles’, is a sl^ht 
but, true indication that we are dealing not with shadows, but 
with realities of flesh and blood. Such coincidences are not 
usually found in fables, least of all in &bles of Eastern 
ori^. 

If it is important to And that the poetical imagery of the 
prophetical books is not to be measured by the rules of prose, 
it is not less important to find that the historical books do not 
rei^uire the latitude of poetry. Here and there, hyperbolical 
expressions may appear ; but, as a general rule, their sobriety 
is evinced by the actual scenes of Palestine, as clearly as that 
of Thucydides by the topography of Greece and Sicily. That 
the writers of the Old* and New Testament should have 
been preserved from the extravagant statements made on tliese 
subjects by their Babbinical coimtrymen*, or even by Josephus, 
is, at least, a proof of the comparative calmness and elevation 
of spirit in which t]|e Sacred books were composed. The 
cdpyists who, according to Origen, changed the name of 
“ Bethabara” into “ Betliania,” or “ Gergesa ” into “ Gadara,” 
because they thought only of the names* most familiar to their 
ears, without remembering the actual position of the places, com* 

1 8«e Chapters III. Y., X. superficial area of Pa^tine is 1,440^000 

' ^ fites IV. VII. XI. English square miles. (Sehwarte, p. 80.) 

* It Is said for example, hy Babbi- In Josephus may be instanced the exagr 
4h»l authors, that HebVon could be seen gerated descriptions of the preeipi^ 
Jertcusalem ; that the music of the round Jerusalem (Ant. XY. ii. 6), and 
could be heard at Jericho of the Cave at Paneas (B. J. I. xxL 8). 
tJimia iii. 2, Ttoild iiis 2); that the ^ See Chapters Yll« and X 
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nutted (if so be) the eixor into which the Evangelists weto almost 
sore to have been betrayed had they composed their narratiTes,in 
the secmtd century, in some city of Asia Minor or Egypt. The 
impossible situations in numerous instances selected by the in> 
ventors of so-called traditional sanctuaries or scenes, from the 
fourth century downwards — at Nazareth ‘, at Tabor’, on Olivrt*, 
at the Jordan’ — are so many testimonies to the authenticity of 
the Evangelical narratives, which have in every case avoided the 
natural snares into which their successors have fallen. 

This kind of proof will have a different kind of value in the 
eyes of different persons. To some, the amount of testimony 
thus rendered ^vill appear either superfluous or trivial; to 
others, the mere attempt to define sacred history by natural 
locsflities and phenomena will seem derogatory to their ideal or 
divine character. But it will, at least, be granted that this 
evidence is, so far as it goes, incontestable. Wherever a story, 
a character, an event, a book, is involved in the conditions of a 
spot or scene still in existence, there is an element of fact wMch 
no theory or interpretation can dissolve. “If these should 
hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.” This 
testimony may even be more important when it explains, than 
when it refuses to explain, the peculiar characteristics of the 
history. If, for example, the aspect of the ground should, in 
any case, indicate that some of the great wonders in the history 
of the Chosen People were wrought through means which, in 
modem language, would be called natural, we must remember - 
that such a discovery is, in fact, an indirect proof of the gmifura} . 

^ ^ Olmpter X« * ’ See Chaptere III, and XIV« 

» Ita Chapter IX. ’ See Chapter VlL 
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tmth (if the Darratire. We cannot call-hrom the contemporary 

world of man any witnesses to the passage of the Bed Sea, or 

to the overthrow of the cities of the plain, or to the passage of 

the Jordan. So much the more welcome are any witnesses 

^m the world of nature, to testify on the spot to the mode in 
« 

which the events are described to have occurred ; witnesses the 
more credible, because .their very existence was unknown to 
those by whom the occurrences in question were described, * 
Some change may thus be needful in our mode of conceiving 
the events. But we shall gain more than we shall lose. Their 
moral and spiritual lessons will remain unaltered : the frame- 
work of their outward form will receive the only confirmation 
of which the circumstances of the case can now admit. The 
Sacred story would doubtless become more marvellous if it were 
found to be in direct contradiction to natural features now 
existing ; if Egypt had no river, Sinai no mountains, Palestine 
no rocks, springs, or earthquakes. But it would 'be not only 
less credible, but less consistent with itself, and less fitted for 
the instruction and guidance of men. 

V. Even where there is no real connection, either by way of 
Illustration explanation, between the localities and the 

events, there remains the charm of more vividly 
realising the scene ; if only that we may be sure that 
we have left no stone unturned in our approach to what has 
passed away. Even when, as in the last period of fhe Sacred 
History, local associations can hardly be supj^oseSl jto have 
exercised any influence over the minds of the actors, or the 
course of events, it is still an indescribable pleasure to know 
what was the outline of landscape, what the colour of the hills 



niEPACE. 

*aa4 vhat the special objects, tkr or near, that met the 

eye of those of whom we read. There is, as one of the pro* 
foundest historical students of our day^ well observes, a satis- 
faction in treading the soil and breathing the atmosphere of 
historical persons or events, like that which results from 
familiarity with tlieir actual language and with their contem- 
porary chronicles. And this pleasure is increased in proportion 
as the events in question occurred not within perishable or 
perished buildings, but on the unchanging scenes of nature ; 
on the Sea of Galilee, and Mount OUvet, and at the foot of 
Gerizim, rather than in the house of Pilate, or the inn of 
Bethlehem, or the Garden of the Holy Sepulchre, even were 
the localities now shown as such ever so genuine. 

This interest pervades every stage of the Sacred Historj^, 
from the earliest , to the latest times, the earliest, perhaps the 
most, because then the events more frequently occurred in 
connection with the free and open scenery of the country, 
which we still have before us. It is also a satisfaction which 
extends in some measure beyond the actual localities of events 
^0 those which are merely alleged to be such ; a consideration 
not without importance in a country where so much is shown 
of doubtful authenticity, yet the object of centuries of venera- 
tion. Such spots have become themselves the scenes of a 
history,^ough not of that history for which they claim atten- 
tion ; and to see and understand what it was that has for ages 
delighted the eyes and moved the souls of thousands of man- 
kind is instructive, though in a different way from that intended 
by &ose who selected these sites®. 

.* T^lgiAve'ti Hiytoty of Normoad; and England, i. 128. * See Chapter SIT. 
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• :In <>iie, respect the mghtand descriptipa.of Eastent. countfiea':. 
le^le itself more than that of any other country to this use of 
historical geography. Doubtless there are many alterationst 
some of considerable importance, in the vegetation, the climate, 
the, general aspect of these countries, since the days of the Old 
and New Testament But, on the other hand, it is one of the 
great charms of Eastern travelling, that the framework of life, 
of customs, of manners, even of dress and speech, is still 
substantially the same as it was ages ago. Something, of 
• course, in representing the scenes of the New Testament, must 
be sought from lloman and Grecian usages now extinct ; but 
the Bedouin tents are still the faithful reproduction of the 
outward life of the patriarchs ; the vineyards, the corn-fields, 
fhe houses, the wells of Syria still retain the outward imagery of 
the, teaching of Christ and the Apostles ; and thus the traveller’s 
mere passing glances at Oriental customs, much more the 
detailed accounts of Bane and of Burckhardt, contain a mine . 
of Scriptural illustration which it is an unworthy superstition 
either to despise or to fear®. 

yi. Finally, there is an interest attaching to sacred geo.- 
Poetial graphy hard to be expressed in words, but which 
Qte cannot be altogether overlooked, and is brought 

home with especial force to the Eastern traveUer. It 

has been well observed® that the poetical character of many 


t S09 Chapters I. II* and X. 

* Although the nature of the work 
IiMi not permitted me to enlarge on 
this eonrce of knowledge, I cannot 
from acknowlod^g the great 
ad^tage I deriyed firom the opportn- 
of constant kteroonne . with at 


least one genuine Oriental'— -in the per- 
son of onr faithful and inteUigeht Arab 
■errant, Mohammed of Ghizeh. 

s Milman's History of OhirisUanity, 
Tol. i. p. 181 . •• Wi language of poetic 
inddent, and, if I may so speak, of 
imagery . . . • was the yernaculat 
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^reaats in the Sacred History, so far from being an argoment 
against thdr Divine origin, is a striking proof of that universal 
IProvidence by which the religion of the Bible was adapted to 
suit, not one class of mind only, but many in every age of 
time. As with the history, so also is it with the geography^ 
Not only has the long course of ages invested the prospects 
and scenes of the Holy Land with poetical and moral associ- 
ations, but these scenes accommodate themselves to such para- 
bolical adaptation with singular facility. Far more closely as in 
some respects the Greek and Italian geography intertwines itself 
with the history and religion of the two countries ; yet, when 
we take the proverbs, the apologues, the types, furnished even 
by Parnassus and Helicon, the Capitol and the Bubicon, they 
bear no comparison with the appropriateness of the corre- 
sponding figures and phrases borrowed from Arabian and 
Syrian topography, even irrespectively of the wider diffusion 
given them by our greater familiarity with the Scriptures. The 
passage- of the Bed Sea — the murmurings at the “ waters of 
strife” — “the wilderness” of life — the “Bock of Ages” — 
Mount Sinai and its teiTors — the view from Pisgah— the 
passage of the Jordan — the rock of Zion, the fountain of Siloa, 
and the shades of Gehenna — the lake of Gennesareth, with its 
storms, its waves, and its fishermen, — are well-known instances 
in which the local features of the Holy Lands have naturally 
become the household imagery of Christendom. 

In fact, the whole journey, as it is usually taken by modem 

of Cbristianity, nniTcnallr in- ordered, tbat tbey ehonld tiuu five iu 
aad leqwnded- to by tiio the thonetits of men ; the rev^atbrn 
'^S niiMLn besrt tiaoughont many cai- . itoetf 'waa ao adiue^ and arranged tbnl 
Cfairiea. . . ICbe iiicideDta iretU ab' ‘ it 'a^lht&inteitaooiitinuei aaiatence;”- 
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travellers, presents the course of the history in a living penile 
' before us, to which no other journey or pilgrimage can present 
any parallel. In its successive scenes, as in a mirror, is 
faithfully reflected the dramatic unity and progress which so 
remarkably characterises the Sacred History. The primeval 
world of Egypt is with us, as with the Israelites, the starting- 
point and the contrast of all that follows. With us, as with 
them, the Pyramids recede, and the Desert begins, and the 
wilderness melts into the hills of Palestine, and Jerusalem is 
the climax of the long ascent, and the consummation of the 
Oospel History presents itself locally, no less than historically, 
as the end of the Law and the Prophets. And with us, too, as 
the glory of Palestine fades away into the ‘ common day’ of 
Asia Minor and the Bosporus, gleams of the Eastern light 
still continue, first in the Apostolical labours, then, fainter and 
dimmer, in the beginnings of ecclesiastical history, — Ephesus, 
Nicsea, Chalcedon, Constantinople ; and tlie life of European 
'scenery and of Western Christendom completes by its contrast 
what Egypt and the East had begun. In regular succession at 
“ sundry ” and “ divers ” places, no less than " in sundry times 
and divers manners ” “ God spake in times past to our fathers;” 
and the local, as well as the historical diversity, is necessary to 
the ideal richness and completeness of the whole. 

These are the main points, which, in a greater or less degree, 
are brought out in the following pages. One vobservation must 
be mode in conclusion. A work of this Mnd, in which the 
local description is severed from the history, must necessarily 
bear an incoherent and fn^pnentaiy aspect. It is the frame 
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Without the picture — ihe skeleton ^thout the flesh — ^the stage 
mthout the drama. The materials of a knowledge of the Bast 
are worthily turned to their highest and most fitting use only 
when employed for a complete representation of tlie Sacred 
History as drawn out in its full proportions from the condensed 
and scattered records of the Scriptures. Without in the least 
degree overloading the narrative with illustrations which do not 
belong to it, there is hardly any limit to tlie legitimate advan- 
tage derived by the historical and theological student from even 
such a transient glimpse of Eastern life and scenery, as that 
which forms tlie basis of the present volume. It is not so 
much in express elucidation that tliis additional power is felt, 
as in the incidental turn of a sentence — in the appreciation of 
the contrast between the East and West, of tlie atmosphere 
and tlie character of the people and the country— in the new 
knowledge of expressions, of images, of tones, and counte- 
nances, which in a merely abstract work like this can have no 
place. So to delineate the outward events of the Old and New 
Testament, as that they should come home with a new power 
to those who by long familiarity have almost ceased to regard 
them as historical truth at all, so to bring out their inward 
spirit that the more complete realisation of their outward 
form should not degrade but exalt the faith of which they are 
the vehicle, — this would indeed be an object worthy of all the 
labour which travellers and theologians have ever bestowed on 
I the East. 

The present work is but a humble contribution towards this 
great end. It is an attempt to leave on record, however 
imperfectly, and under necessary disadvantages, some at least 
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of the impre^sioiis, whilst stall fresh in the oaemoiy, which it 
seemed amgratefril to allow wholly to pass away. Its object 
sdll be accomplished, if it brings away one with new interest 
to the threshold of the Diyine story, which has many approaches, 
as it has many mansions ; which the more it is explored the 
more it reveals ; which, even when seen in close connection 
with the local associations from which its spirit holds most 
aloof, is still capable of imparting to them, and of receiving 
from them a poetry, a life, an instruction, such as has fallen to 
the lot of no other history in the world. 
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Psalm. cxiv« 1 : — Israel came out of Egypt, and the house of Jacob fxtm 
among the strange people* 


EGYPT IN BKLATION TO SINAI ANB PALESTINE. 

1. First View of the Nile in the Delta. — 2. View from the Citadel of Cairo. 
— 3. Heliopolis (or On). — 4. The Nile Vall^. — 5. The Tombs of Beni* 
Hassan. — 6. The Tombs and the Hermits. <^7* Thebes Colossal 
Statues. — 8. Thebes — Karnac and the Royal Tombs. — 9. Nile at 
Silsilis. — 10* At the first Cataract. — 11. Philse. — 12. Nile in Nubia. — 
13. Ipsambul. — 14. Nile at the second Cataract. «*»1 5. Dendera.-^- 
Ifi. Memphis. — 17* The Pyramids. 
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KQTPT IN ITS EELATION TO SINAI AND PALBSTINK. 

Egytt, amongst its many other aspects of interest, has this 
special claim — ^that it is the background of the whole history of 
the Israelites; tlie land to which, next after Palestine, their 
thoughts either by way of contrast or association immediately 
turned. Even in the New Testament the connection is not 
wholly severed ; and the Evangelist emphatically plants in the 
first page of the Gospel Histoiy the prophetical text which 
might well stand as the inscription over the entrance to tlio 
Old Dispensation — ‘*Out of Egypt have I called my Son.** 
Doubtless some light must be reflected on the national feelings 
of Israel by their Mesqpotamian origin; and, when in the second 
great exile from the Land of Promise they found themselves 
once more on the shores of the Euphrates, it is possible that 
their original descent from tliese regions quickened their 
interest in their new settlement, and confirmed that attach- 
ment to the Babylonian soil which made it in later times the 
chief seat of Jewish life external to the boundaries of Palestine. 
But these points of contact with the remote East were too* 
distant from the most stirring and the most brilliant epochs of 
their history to produce any definite results ^ Not so Egypt. 
The first migration of Abraham from Chaldiea is one continued 
advance southward, till he reaches the valley of the Nile; and, 
when he reimhes it, he finds there a kingdom, which must have 
been to the wandering tribes of Asia what the Eoman empire 
was to the Celtic and Gothic races when they first crossed the 
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Alps- Egypt is to tliem the land of plenty, wliilst the neigh- 
bouring nations starve ; its long strip of garden-land was the 
Oasis of the primitive world ; through Abraham’s eyes we first 
see the ancient Pharaoh, with palace and harem and princes, 
and long trains of slaves and beasts of burden, so fai^^ar to 
the traveller in the sculptured processions and sacred images 
of Thebes and IpsambuL What Abraham had begun, was yet 
further carried on by Jacob and Joseph. Whatever may have 
been the relations of this great Israelite migration to the 
dynasty of the Shepherd longs, — there can be no doubt that 
during the period of the settlement in Goshen, Egypt became 
“the Holy Land;’* the Israelites to all outward appearance 
I became Egyptians ; Joseph in his robes of white and royal 
ring — son-in-law of the High Priest of On — ^was incorporated 
into the reigning caste, as truly as any of those whose figures 
are seen in the Theban tombs. The sepulchres of Maohpelah 
and Shechem received, in the remains of himself and his father, 
embalmed Egyptian mummies. The shepherds who wandered 
over the pastures of Goshen were as truly Egyptian Bedouins, 
as those who of old fed their flocks around the Pyramids, or 
who now, since the period of the Mussulman conquest, have 
spread through the whole country. 

As from that long exile or bondage the Exodus was the 
great deliverance, so against the Egyptian worship and imagery 
the history of the Law in' Sinai is a perpetual protest, though 
with occasional resemblances which set off the greater differ- 
ence. Against the scenery of Egypt all the scenery of the 
Desert and of Palestine is put in continual contrast, though 
with occasional allusions which show that their ancient home 
was not forgotten. To that h0me> the heart of the people, as 
at first, so afterwards, was always “ turning back.** The reign 
of Solomon, the revival of the Egyptian animal-worship by 
Jeroboam, the leaning on the “broken reed” of the Nile in the 
Egyptian alliances of Hezekiah and Jehoiakim, interweave in 
later times the fortunes of the two nations, wliich else had 
paited for ever on the shores of the Red Sea. And in the 
new Egypt of the Ptolemies arose the second settlement of 
the Jews in the same land of Goshen, destined to exercise 
so important an influence on the last and greatest stage of 



thdr liistoiy by tbe Alexandrian translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures^ and by the Aleximdxian forms first of Jewish and 
afterwards of Christian philosophy. 

. Egypt, therefore, is a fitting, it may almost be called a neces- 
sary, prelude to Sinai and Palestine. Even the outward 
features of those countries, in their historical connection, 
cannot be properly appreciated without some endeavour to 
conceive the aspect which the valley of the Nile, with its 
singular imagery and scenery, offered to the successive genera- 
tions of Israel. To give such a picture in its full proportions 
would not be consistent with the object or limits of the present 
work But, as no view of the Holy Land can for the reasons 
above stated be complete without a glance at what" may be 
called its mother country, I have ventured to throw together a 
few extracts from many letters written on the spot. The frag- 
mentary and prefatory form in which they are presented, will' 
best explain their purpose, and excuse their superficial 
character. They contain no detailed discussions of Egyptian 
archroology or geography, but are almost entirely confined to 
such general views of the leading features of the country, in 
its river and its monuments*, as will render intelligible any 
subsequent allusions. 

* For the points of contact between in the monuments, is the procession of 
Egyptian and Israelite history, the reader Shishak and Ammon with the king of 
is referred to Hengstenberg’s ** Egypt Judah amongst the prisoners, on one of 
and the Books of Moses for the general the outer walls of Karnac. It may be 
impreoaioii of Egypt on Palestine, to the worth while to mention that this scnlp- 

18th and 19th chapters of Isaiah, and ture, which is incorrectly given by Oham> 
the 29th, 30th, and Slst of Ezekiel, with polUon-Figeac and by Dr. Eobinson, is 
the usual commentaries. The only direct accurately represented, &om Eosellini, in 
illustration of Jewish history contained Kenrick’s Egypt, vol. ii. p. 849. 
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1 . 27ILB isr THB DELTA* 

The eastern, sky was red with the early dawn : we were on the 
broad waters of the Nile — or rather, its l^setta branch* The first 
thing which struck me was its size. Greater than the Ehine, Bhone,. 
or Danube, one perceives what a sea-like stream it must have 
appeared to Greeks and Italians, who had seen nothing larger than 
the narrow and precarious torrents of their own mountains and 
valleys. As the light broke, its colour gradually revealed itself, — 
brown like the Tiber, only of a darker and richer hue — no strong 
current, only a slow, vast, volume of water, mild and beneficent as 
his statue in the Vatican, steadily flowing on between its two 
almost uniform banks, which rise above it much like the banks of a 
canal, though in some places with terraces or strips of earth, marking 
the successive stages of the flood. 

These banks form the horizon on cither side, and therefore you 
can have no notion of the country beyond ; but they are varied by a 
succession of eastern scenes. Villages of mud rise lilce ant-hills, 
with human beings creeping about, — like ants, except in numbers 
and activity. Mostly they are distinguished by tile minaret of a 
well-built mosque, or the white oven-like dome of a sheykh’s tomb ; 
mostly, also, screened by a grove of palms, sometimes intermixed 
with feathery tamarisks, and the thick foliage of the carob-tree or 
the sycomore. Verdure, where it is visible, is light green, but the 
face of the bank is usually brown. Along the top of the banks 
move, like scenes in a magic lantern, and as if cut out against the 
sky, groups of Arabs, with their two or three asses, a camel, or a 
bufiTalo. 


2 . VIEW EHOM THE CITADEL OE CAIEO. 

The citadel, which stands on a low ridge of rocky hills on the east 
of the town, commands the whole. 

The town is a vast expanse of brown, broken only by occasional 
interludes of palms and sycomores, and by the countless minarets* 
About half a dozen larger buildings, mosques or palaces, also emerge* 
On each side rise shapeless mounds, — those on the east covered with 
tents, and, dimly seen beyond, the browner line of the Desert ; those 
on the west, the town of Old Cairo, the site of the Boman fortress of 
Babylon, and of Fostat, where Amrou first pitched his tent, de^- 
sorted since the time of Saladin. Beyond is the silver line Of the 
Nile ; and then, rising in three successive groups, above the deUcsto 
grcon plain which sweeps along nearly to the foot of the African 
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hills, the pyramids of Abasir, Sakarab, and Ohizeb, these last being 
** The Pyramids/* and the nearest. There is something very striking 
in their total disconnection with Cairo, They stand alone on the 
edge of that green vale, which is Egypt. There is no intermingling, 
08 in ancient and modem Borne. It is as if you looked out on 
Stonehenge from London, or as if the Colosseum stood far away 
in the depths of the Campagna. Cairo is not “ the ghost of the 
dead Egyptian Empire,** nor anything like it. Cairo itself leaves 
a deep feeling that, whatever there was of greatness or wisdom in 
those remote ages and those gigantic monuments, is now the 
‘inheritance, not of the East, but of the West. The Nile, as it 
glides between the tombs of the Pharaohs and the city of the 
Caliphs, is indeed a boundary between two worlds. 


3 . HELIOPOLIS. 

Through two hours of green fields, — green with com and clover, — 
avenues of tamarisk, fig-trees, and acacia ; along causeways raised 
high above these fields, — that is, above the floods of the summer 
inundations, — we rode to Heliopolis. At every turn there was the 
grateful sound of little rills of living water, worlced by water-wheels, 
and falling in gentle mufraurs down into these little channels along 
the roadside, whence they fell off into the fields, or the canals. The 
sides pf these canals were black with the deep soil of the land ot 
Ham. Beyond was the green again, and, close upon that, like the 
sea breaking upon the shore, or (to compare, what is the most 
like it in England, though on a very small scale) the Cornish sand- 
hilis overhanging the brook of Perranzabuloe, rose the yellow hills of 
the hazy desert. 

At the very extremity of this cultivated ground are the ruins of 
On or Heliopolis. They consist simply of a wide enclosure of 
earthen mounds, partly planted with gardens. In these gardens are 
two vestiges of the great Temple of the Sun, the high-priest of 
which was father-in-law of Joseph, and, in later times, the teacher 
of Moses. 

One is a pool, overhung with w'illows and aquatic vegetation.— 
the Spring of the Sun. ^ 

The other, now rising wild amidst garden shrubs, the solitary 
obelisk which stood in front of the temple, then in company with 
another, whose base alone now remains. This is tlm first obelisk 
1 have seen standing in its proper place, and there it has stood for 
Nearly four thousand years. It is the oldest known in Egypt, and 
therefor© in the world, — the father of all that have arisen since. 
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It was raised about a century before the coming of Joseph; it has 
lodb:ed down on his marriage with Asenath ; it has seen the growth 
of Moses ; it is mentioned by Herodotus ; Plato sate under its 
shadow : of all the obelisks which sprang up around it, it done has 
kept its first position. One bygone, it has seen its sons and brothers 
depart to great destinies elsewhere. From these gardens came the 
Dbelisks of the Lateran, of the Vatican, and of the Porta del 
Popolo ; and this venerable pillar (for so it looks from a distance) 
is now almost the only landmark of the great seat of the wisdom of 
Egypt. 

But I must not forget the view from the walla. Patting out of 
sight the minarets of Cairo in the distance, it was the same that 
Joseph and Moses had as they looked out towards Memphis, -^the 
sandy desert ; the green fields of Egypt ; and, already in their time 
ancient, the Pyramids in the distance. This is the first day that 
has really given me an impression of their size. In this view, the 
two great pyramids stand so close together, that they form one 
bifurcated cone; and this cone does, indeed, look like a solitary 
peak rising over the plain, — like Etna from the sea. On the other 
side, in the yellow desert, seen through the very stems of the palm* 
trees, rise three rugged sand-hills, indicating the site of Leontopolis,. 
the City of the Sacred Lions ; where in after-times rose tho second 
colony and temple of the Jews under Onias. 

One more object I must mention, though of doubtful interest, and 
thus, unlike the certainties that I have just been describing. In a 
garden immediately outside the walls, is an ancient fig-tree, in form 
not unlike the sacred Ash of the sources of the Danube, its im- 
mense gnarled trunk covered with the names of travellers, where 
Coptic belief and the tradition of the Apocryphal Gospels fix the 
refuge of Mary and Joseph on the flight into Egypt. There can, of 
course, be no proof, but it reminds ua that for the first time, our 
eyes may have seen the same outline that was seen by our Lord. 


4 . THE HIEE VALLET. 

I am now confined within tho valley of the Nile — I may say 
literally confined. Never in my life have I travelled continuously 
along a single valley with all the outer world so completely shut off. 
Between two limestone ranges, which form part of the table-land of 
the Arabian and African desert, flows the mighty river, which the 
Egyptians called Hapi-Mu, ** the genius of tho waters; ” which the 
Hebrews called sometimes »*Ior,” from some unknown meaning, — 
sometimes “ Sihor,*' * the black.' Its brown colour, seen from the 
heights on either side and contrasted with the still browner and 
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blacker colours of all around it, seems as blue and brifkt tbo 
rivers of the North ; hence, some say, the word “ Nile,” which is the 
form adopted by the Greeks, and by all the world sinc^e. 

The two limestone ranges press it at unequal intervals, sometimes 
leaving a space of a few miles, sometimes of a few yards, sometiums 
even a large plain. They are truly parts of a table-mounto. 
Hardly ever is their horizontal line varied ; the only change in th^ 
is their nearer or less approach to the stream. In this respect the 
eastern range is a much greater offender than the western ; and 
therefore the great line of Egyptian cities is on the western, not on 
the eastern shore ; and hence Egypt has never, in its political divi- 
sions, followed the two shores, but the upper and lower coimse^o 
the river. On the other hand, the western range, where does 
approach, is more formidable, because it comes clothed with the 
^ sands of the African desert— sands and sand-drifts, which in puntj% 
in brightness, in firmness, in destructiveness, are the snows ^d 
glaciers of the South. Immediately above the brown and^bluo 
waters of the broad, calm, lake-like river, rises a thick, black bank ot 
clod or mud, mostly in terraces. Green— unutterably green 

mostly at the top of these banks, though sometimes creeping down 
to the water’s edge, lies the Land of Egypt. Green unbroken, 
save by the mud villages which here and there lie in the midst of the 
verdure, like the marks of a soiled foot on a rich carpet $ or by the 
dykes and channels which convey the life-giving waters through 
the thirety land. Tliis is the Land of Egypt, and this is the memo- 
rial of the yearly flood. Up to those black terraces, over the green 
fields, the water rises and descends; 

** Et vvridm -ffigyptum mgr& fcecundat arenS.” 

And not only when the flood is actually there, but throughout the 
whole year, is water continually ascending through innumerable 
wheels worked by naked figures, as the Israelites of old “ in the 
service of the field,” and then flowing on in gentle rills through 
the various allotments. To the seeds of these green fields, to the 
of the wide river, is attached another natural phenomenon, 
which I never saw equalled; the numbers numberless, of all manner 
birds— vultures, and cormorants, and geese, flying like constella- 
tions through the blue heavens; pelicans standing in lonil; wray on 
the water side ; hoopoes and ziczacs, and the (so^tyied) whii* ibis, 
the g^tle symbol, of the god Osiris in his robes of white ; tv voiitv 
tfii^Koi-r-walkiDg under one’s very feet. 
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ifiglx along tlia eastern shore— sometimes varied by a greet strip 
of palmS) sometimes a sheer slope of Besert^^sand, broken oxdy by 
the sbadovr of a solitary Arab — rises a white wall of limestone r«^k. 
Jn the face of this cliff are thirty holes— the famous tombs of 
Hassan, that is, of the children of Hassan, the wild Arab-tribe otil^e 
settled near the spot. These tombs of Beni-Hassan are amotjgSt 
the oldest monuments of Egypt, during or before the time of Joseph, 
yet exhibiting, in the most lively manlier, hunting, wrestling, and 
dancing — and curious as showing how gay and agile these an(dent 
people could be, who in their architecture and graver sculpttos 
appear so solemn and immoveable. Except a doubtful figure of^, 
Osiris in one, and a mummy on a barge in another, there is nothing 
of death or judgment or sorrow. 

Every one looks here for the famous procession long supposed to 
be the presentation of Joseph’s brethren to Pharaoh. Clearly it 
cannot be this. Besides the . difference of numbers, and of gifts, and 
of name, there is no presentation to any one. The procession is in 
one of three compartments ; the two lower show the ordmArj* 
droves of oxen and Egyptian servants, all equally relevant or 
irrelevant to the colossal figure of the owner of the tomb, who stands 
in the corner towering above the rest, with his dog by his ride. 
Possibly, as the procession is of Asiatics — and yet not prisoners of 
war — they may, if the date will admit, be a deputation of Israelites 
after their settlement in Goshen. 



6. THE TOMBS A5D HEUMITS. 

The rocky wall still continues on the eastern side, still called by 
the names of successive Sheykbs or hermits who have lived or died 
on its desert heights — still perforated by the square holes Which 
indicate ancient tombs. This eastern range is thus the long ceme« 
tery, the Appiau Way, the Valley of Jehoshaphat, of Egypt. It is, 
indeed, the Land of the Dead. Israel might well ask, ** Beo^nse 
there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou brought us to die in the 
wilderness? The present use' of the tombs also brings befoife us 
how those deserted dwellings of the dead made Egypt the nathi^i 

parent of anchorites and monks 

In one of these caves, close by the water’s edge, lived for twrive 
fears Sheykb Hassan, with his w^e, two daughters, and his sogi^ 
hermit, though according to the Mahometan notions, which permuted 
him to have his family about him. Below was a little ifl|ftnd 



iikm IXlBOitJdtlON. 

which he Cultivated for Jentiles. The two daughters at last married 
iato the village oa fte opposite shore, which here, as usual, spreads 
out its greeu plain for cdtivation and habitation; whilst on the 
white cliffs of the eastern bank, the only mark of the fertilising 
inundation is in the line of brown discoloration immediately above the 
riveiv-^here alone unprofitable, or profitable only to such little portions 
6f soil as the hermit had rescued. He still liv^ on With his wife and 
the little boy. One day the child climbed down the rocks to play on 
the island; a crocodile came and carried him off. “This was four 
years ago ; and “ from that time,** said the Arabs, who related the 
story, “ the Sheykh is gone — we have seen him no more — he took 
everything away ; and as soon as he was gone, the river washed away 
the island,** and now nothing is left but the empty cave. 


7 . COLOSSAL STATUES OE THEBES. 

(rntsT VISIT.) 

Ko written account has given me an adequate impression of the 
effect, past and present, of the colossal figures of the Kings. What 
spires are to a modern city, — w hat the towers of a cathedral are to its 
nilve and choir,-— that the statues of the Pharaohs were to the streets 
and temples of Thebes. The ground is strew ed with their fragments : 
there were avenues of them towering high above plain and houses. 
Three of gigantic size still remain. One w'as the granite statue of 
Eameses himself, who sate on the right side of the entrance to his 
palace. By some extraordinary catastrophe, the statue has been 
thrown down, and the Arabs have scooped their millstones out of his 
face, but you can still see what he w’^as, — the largest statue in the 
world. Par and wide that enormous head must have been seen, eyes, 
mouth, and ears. Par and wide you must have seen his vast hands 
resting on his elephantine knees* You sit on his breast and look at 
tbe Osiride statues which support the portico of the temple, and 
which anyw^here else w^ould put to shame even the statues of the 
cherubs in St. Peter’s — and they seem pigmies before him. His arm 
is thicker than their whole bodies. The only part of the temple or 
paliu^e at all in proportion to him must have been the gateway, which 
rose in pyramidal towers, now' broken down^ and lulling in a wild 
ruin down to the plain. 

Nothing which now exists in the w orld can give any notion of what 
the effect must have been when he was erect. Nero towering above 
the Colosseum may have been something like it ; but he was of brouze, 
and Sameses was of solid granite. Nero was standing without any 
object ; Eameses was resting in awful majesty after the conquest of 



whol^ of . the theu known world. No . one who entered tb^t 
buading, whether it were temple or palaee, could have thought of 
aiiythmg else but that stupendous being who thus had raised himself 
up above the whole world of gods and men. 

And when from the statue jrou descend to the palace, the same 
impression is kept up. It is the earliest instance of tho enshrine* 
ment in Art of the historical glories of a nation. But everywhere 
the same colossal proportions are preserved. Everywhere the Kmg 
is conquering, ruling, worshipping, worshipped. The Palace is 
Temple. The King is Priest. He and his horses are ten times the siae 
of the rest of the army. Alike in battle and in worship, he is of the 
same stature as the gods themselves. Most striking is the familiar 
gentleness with which — one on each side — ^they take him by each 
hand, as one of their own order, and then in the next compartment 
introduce him to Ammon and the Uon*headed goddess. Every 
distinction, except of degree, between divinity and royalty, is entirely 
levelled; and the royal majesty is always represented by making 
the King, not like Saul or Agamemnon, “from the head and 
shoulders,” but from the foot and ankle upwards, higher than the rest 
of the people. 

It carries one back to the days “ when there were giants on the 
earth.” It shows how tlie King, in that first monarchy, was the 
visible God upon earth. The only thing like it that has since been 
seen is the deification of the Boman emperors. No pure Monotheism 
could for a moment have been compatible with such an intense 
exaltation of the conquering King. “ I am Pharaoh ; ” “By the life 
of Pharaoh;” “Say unto Pharaoh, Whom art thou like in thy 
greatness* ? ” — all these expressions seem to acquire new life from 
the sight of this monster statue. 

And now let us pass to the two others. They are the only statues 
remaining of an avenue of eighteen similar, or nearly similar, statues, 
some of whose remn/ints lie in the field behind them which led to the 
palace of Amenophis HI., every one of the statues being Amenophis 
himself, thus giving in multiplication what Bameses gained in solitary 
elevation. He lived some reigns earlier than Bameses, and the 
statues are of ruder workmanship and coarser stone. To me they 
were much more striking close at hand when their human forms were 
distinctly visible, than at a distance, when they looked only like two 
towers or landmarks. 

The sun was setting; the African range glowed red behind thw; 
the green plain was dyed with a deeper green beneath them; and 
the shades of evening veiled the vast rents and fissures in their aged 
frames. As I looked back at them in the sunset, and they rose up in 
front of the background of the mountain, they seemed, indeed, a# if 

* Oexu xti.44: zlil. 15, 1C. Ezek. xxxi. 2. 
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ratber than to an; jrork of arti. And ;et, as I haTe aai^ 
anywhere in their neighbourhood, the human charaeter is neter lost. 
Their faces are dreadtuU; mutilated y indeed, the largest has ^no face 
at 1 ^, but is from the waist upwards a mass of stones or rods piled « 
together in the form of a human head and body. Still, especially in 
that dim Kght, and from their lofty thrones, they seem to have frees, 
only of hideous and grinning ugliness. 

An d BOW, who was it that strewed the plain with their countless 
fragments ? Who had power to throw down the Colossus of Bameses ? 
Who broke the statue of Amenophis from the middle upwards ? From 
the time of the Eoman travellers, who have carved their names in 
verses innumerable on the foot of Amenophis, there has been but 
one answer, —Cambyses. He was, in the traditions of that time, the 
' 1 CStOmwell of Egypt. It is possible that Bameses, it is probable that 
Amenophis, was shattered by earthquakes. But the recollection of 
Cambyses shows the feeling be had left while here, as the great 
Iconoclast. What an effort this implies of fanatical or religious zeal ! 
What an impression it gives of that Persian hatred of idols, which is 
described in the Bible, only here carried to excess against these 
majestic kings: “Bel bowoth down\ Nebo stoopeth.*^ Well might 
the idols of Babylon tremble before Cyrus, if such was the fate of the 
l^ptian Pharaohs before Cambyses. 


8. THEBES, KABHAO, AND THE EOTAE TOMBS. 


(second visit.) 

, Alone of the cities of Egypt, the situation of Thebes is as 
beautiful by nature as by art. The monotony of the two mountain 
ranges, Libyan and Arabian, for the first time assumes a new and 
varied character. They each retire from the river, forming a circle 
roohd the wide green plain : the western rising into a bolder and 
more massive harrier, and enclosing the plain at its northern 
extremity as by a natural bulwark ; the eastern, further withdrawn, 
but acting the same part to the view of Thebes as the !^rgolio 
miountams to the plajn of Athens, or the Alban hills to Borne — a 
Varied and bolder chain, rising and falling in almost Grecian outline^ 
t|qti|h cast in the conical form which marks th# hills of Nubia 
frdrther south, and which perhaps, suggested the Pyramids. Within 
the circle of those two ranges, thus peculiarly its own, stretches the 
plain on each side the river to an unusual extent ; and on each 
isi^ of the river, in this respect unlike Memphis, but like the great 
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oiy of the further East on the Euphrates, — like the cities of northent 
Europe on their lesser streams — spread the city of Thebes, with the 
Nile for its mighty thoroughf^. "Art‘ thou better than No- 
*Amon’ — that was situated by the* rivers of the Nile^-r-that had 
the waters round about it — whose rampart was * the sealike stream/ 
and whose wall was the * sealike stream ’ ? 

** Thebes** proper, ** Taba/’ the capital — ^No-Amon (the Hebrew 
name of Thebes) the sanctuary of Ammon — stood on the eastern 
plain. This sanctuary, as founded by Osirtasen in the time of 
Joseph, as restored by the successor of Alexander the Great, stiU 
exists, a small granite edifice, with the vestiges of the earliest temple 
round it. This is the centre of the vast collection of palaces or 
temples which, from the little Arab village hard by, is called Kmmac* 

Imagine a long vista of courts, and gateways, and halls — and 
gateways, and courts, and colonnades, and halls ; here and there an 
obelisk shooting up out of the ruins, and interrupting the opening 
view of the forest of columns. Imagine yourself mounted on the 
top of one of these halls or gateways, and looking over the plain 
around. This mass of ruins, some rolled down in avalanches of 
stones, others perfect and painted, as when they were first built, is 
approached on every side by avenues of gateways, as grand as that 
on which you are yourself standing. East and west, and north and 
south, these vast approaches are found, ‘—some are shattered, but in 
every approach some remain; and in some can be traced, besides, the 
further avenues, still in part remaining, by hundreds together, 
avenues of ram-headed sphinxes. 

Every Egyptian temple has, or ought to have, one of these great 
gateways formed of two sloping towers, with the high perpendicular 
front between. But what makes them remarkable at Thebes ^ their 
number, and their multiplied concentration on the one point 
of Karnac. Tliis no doubt is the origin of Homer’s expression “ The 
City of the Hundred Gates ; ” and in ancient times, even from a 
distance, they must have been beautiful. Eor, instead of the brown 
mass of sandstone which they now present, the great sculptures of 
the gods and conquering kings which they uniformly present were 
painted within and without ; and in the deep grooves which can still 
be seen, twofold or fourfold, on each side the portal, with enormous 
holes for the transverse beams of support, were placed immense red 
flag^stafFs, with Isis-headed standards, red and blue streamers floating 
from them. Close before almost every gateway in this vast array, 
were the colossal figures, usually in granite, of the great Bameses, 

. sometimes in white or red marble, of Amenophis and of Thothmes, 
whose fragments still remain. And close by these were pairs of 
powering obelisks (for in Egypt they always stood in pairs), whieb 
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cwi generally be traced by pedestals on either side> or by the solitary 
twin, mourning for its brother, either lying broken beside it, or far 
away in some northern region at Borne, at Paris, or at Petersburg. 

I have spoken of the view from the top of the great gateway which 
overlooks the whole array of avenues. I must speak also of that 
which from the other end commands the whole series of ruins, each 
succeeding the other in unbroken succession. It is a view something 
of the kind of that up the Porum from the Colosseum to the Capitol. 
You stand in front of a stately gateway, built by the Ptolemies. 
Immediately in the foreground are two Osiride pillars — their placid 
faces fixed upon you — a strange and striking contrast to the crash 
of temple and tower behind. That crash, however, great as it is, 
has not, like that of the fall of Borne, left mere empty spaces where 
only imagination can supply what onco there was. No-^there is not 
an inch of this Egyptian Forum, so to call it, which is not crowded 
with fragrnents, if not buildings, of the past. No Canina is wanted 
to figure the scene as it once was. You have only to set up again 
the fallen obelisks which lie at your feet ; to conceive the columns 
as they are still seen in parts, overspreading the whole ; to reproduce 
all the statues, like those which still remain in their august niches ; 
to gaze on the painted walls and pillars of the immense hall, which 
even now can never be seen without a thrill of awe, — and you have 
ancient Thebes before you. 

And what a series of history it is ! In that long defile of ruins 
every age has borne its part, from Osirtasen I. to the latest Ptolemy, 
from the time, of Joseph to the Christian era; through the whole 
period of Je.wish history, and of the ancient world, the splendour of 
the earth kept pouring into that space for two thousand years. 

This is the result of the eastern bank ; on the western bank can be 
nothing more grand, but there is something more wonderful even 
than Karnac. 

The western barrier of the Theban plain is a mass of high 
limestone cliffs, with two deep gorges : one running up behind the 
plain, and into the very heart of the hills, entirely shut in by them ; 
the other running up from the plam, so as to be enclosed within the 
, hUls, but having its face open to the city. The former is the valley 
of the Tombs of the Kings, the Westminster Abbey of Thebes; 
the latter, of the Tombs of the Priests and Princes, its Canterbury 
Cathedral. 

Ascend, therefore, the first of these two gorges. It is the ^ry 
ideal of desolation. Bare rocks, without a particle of vegetation, 
overhanging and enclosing, in a still narrower and narrower embrace, 
a valley as rocky and bare as themselves : no human habitation 
visible, the stir of the city wholly excluded ; such is — such always must 
have been tbe awful aspect of the resting-place of the Theban kings* 
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iSTothing that has ever been said about them bad prepared me for 
their extraordinary grandeur. You enter a sculptured portal in the 
face of these wild cliffs, and find yourself in a long and lofty gallery, 
opening or narrowing, as the case may be, into successive hmls and 
onambers, all of which are covered with white stucco, and this white 
stucco brilliant with colours fresh as they were thousands of years 
ago. 

Some, of course, are more magnificent than the others ; but of the 
chief seven all are of this character. They are, in fact, gorgeous 
palaces ; hewn out of the rock, and painted with all the decorations 
that could have been seen in palaces. No modern galleries or halls 
could bo more completely ornamented. But splendid as they would 
be even as palaces, their interest is enhanced tenfold by being 'what 
they are* There lie “ all the Kings in glory ; each one in his own 
house.*' (Isa. xiv. 18.) Every Egyptian potentate, but especially 
every Egyptian king, seems to have begun his reign by preparing his 
sepulchre. It was so in the case of the Pyramids, where each suc- 
cessive layer marked the successive years of the reign. It was so 
equally in these Theban tombs, where the longer or shorter reign 
can he traced by the extent of the chambers, or the completeness of 
their finish. In one or two instances, you pass at once from the 
most brilliant decorations to rough uuhewn rock. The King had 
died, and the grave closed over his imperfect work. At the entrance 
of each tomb, he stands making offerings to the Sun, who, with his 
hawk's head, wishes him a long life to complete his labours. 

Two ideas seem to reign through the various sculptures. 

First, the endeavour to reproduce, as far as possible, the life of 
man, so that the mummy of the dead King, whether in his long 
.sleep, or on his awakening, might still be encompassed by the old 
familiar objects. Egypt, with all its peculiarities, was to be perpe- 
tuated in the depths of the grave ; and truly they have succeeded. 
This is what makes this valley of Tombs like the galleries of a vast 
Museum. Not the collections of Pompeii at Naples give more 
knowledge of Greek or Eomau life than these do of Egyptian. The 
kitchen, the dinners, the boating, the dancing, the trades, all are 
there— all fresh from the hands of the painters of the primeval 
world. 

The other idea is that of conducting the King to the world of 
death. ; 

The farther you advance into the tomb, the deeper you become 
involved in endless processions of jackal-headed gods, and monstrous 
forms of genii, good and evil; and the Goddess of Justice, with 
her singia ostrich feather; and barges, carrying mummies, raised 
aloft ov^ the sacred lake, and mummies themselves; and, more 
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than all, everlasting convolutions of serpents m everjr.possible form 
and attitude; humandegged, human-headed, crowned, entwining 
mummies ^ — enwreathing or embraced bjr processions, — extending 
down whole galleries, so that meeting the head of the serpent at the 
top of a staircase, you have to descend to its very end before you 
reach his tail. At last you arrive at the close of all— the vaulted hall, 
in the centre of which lies the immense granite sarcophagus, which 
ought to contain the body of the King. Here the processions above, 
below, and around, reach their highest pitch — meandering round and 
round — white and black, and red and blue— legs and arms and wings 
spreading in enormous forms over the ceiling ; and below lies, as 
1 have said, the coffin itself. 

It seems certain that all this gorgeous decoration was, on the 
burial of the King, immediately closed, and meant to be closed for 
ever so that what we now see was intended never to be seen by 
any mortal eyes except those of the King himself when he awoke 
from his slumbers. Not only was the entrance closed, but in some 
cases — chiefly in that of the great sepulchre of Osirei — the passages 
were cut in the most devious directions, the approaches to them so 
walled up as to give the appearance of a termination long before 
you arrived at the actual chamber, lest by any chance the body of 
the King might be disturbed. And yet in spite of all these pre- 
cautions, when these gigantic fortresses have been broken through, 
in no instance has the mummy been discovered 

Amongst the inscriptions of early travellers is one of peculiar 
interest. It was the “torch-bearer of the Eleusinian mysteries,*’ 
who records that he visited these tombs “many years after the 
divine Plato ” — thanks to the gods and to the most pious Emperor 
Constantine who afforded him this favour.” It is written in the 
vacant space under the figure of a wicked soul returning from the 
presence of Osiris in the form of a pig, which probably arrested the 
attention of the Athenian by reminding him of his own mysteries. 
Such a confluence of religions — of various religious associations — 
could hardly be elsewhere found ; a Greek priest philosopher recording 
his admiration of the Egyptian worship in the time of Constantine, 
on the eve of the abolition of both Greek and Egyptian religion by 
Christianity. . . ; . 

It was on the evening of our last day that w-e climbed the steep 
side of that grand and mysterious valley, and from the top of the 
ridgje had the last view of the valley itself, as we looked tSftek upon 
it, and of the glorious plain of Thebes as we looked forward 
over it. 

No distant prospect of the ruins can ever do them justice ; but 
it was a noble point from which to see once more the dim masses 
of stone rising here and there out of the rich green, and to know 
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that this was^ Karnac with its gateways, and that Luxor with its loBg 
colonnade, and those nearer fragments the Bameseum and Medinet* 
Habou; and further, the wide green depression in the soil, once the 
funered lake. 

Immediately below lay the Valley of Assasif, where in a deep 
recess under towering crags, like those of Delphi, lay the tombs of 
the priests and princes. The largest of these, in extent the largest 
of any, is that of Petumenap, Chief Priest in the reign of Pharaoh 
Necho. Its winding galleries are covered with hieroglyphics, as if 
hung with tapestry. The only figures which it contains are those 
which appear again and again in these priestly tombs, the touching 
effigies of himself and his wife — the best image that can be carried 
away of Joseph and Asenath — sitting side by side, their arms 
affectionately and solemnly entwined round each other’s necks. . . . 
To have seen the Tombs of Thebes is to have seen the Egyptians as 
they lived and moved before the eyes of Moses — is to have seen the 
utmost display of funereal grandeur which has ever possessed the 
human mind. To have seen the Royal Tombs is more than this — 
it is to have seen the whole religion of Egypt unfolded as it appeared 
to the greatest powers of Egypt, at the most solemn moments of 
their lives. And this can be explored only on the spot. Only a very 
small portion of the mythological pictures of the Tombs of the 
Kings has ever been represented in engravings. The mythology of 
Egypt, even now, strange to say, can be studied only in the caverns 
of the Valley of the Kings. 


9 . AT SILSILIS. 

At Silsilis, the seat of the ancient sandstone quames, there was 
a scene which stood alone in the voyage. The two ranges, here of 
red sandstone, closed in upon the Nile, like the Drachenfels and 
Rolandseck ; fantastic rockery, deep sand-drifts, tombs and temples 
hewn out of the stone, the cultivated land literally, reduced to a few 
feet or patches of rush and grass. It was curious to reflect, that 
those patches of green were for the time the whole of the Land of 
Egyptj we ourselves, as we swept by in our boat, the whole living 
population contained within its eastern and western boundaries. It 
soon opened again, wide plains appearing on each side. 
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10 « mw AT THS TtBST OATABACT. 

And now the narrow limits of the sandstone range, which had 
succeeded to our old finends of limestone, and from which were dug 
the materials of almost all the temples of E^ypt, are exchanged at 
Assouan — ^the old Syene — ^for the granite range ; the Syenite granite, 
from which the l^'ile issues out of the mountains of Nubia. 

Eor the first time a serrated mass of hills ran, not as heretofore 
along the banks, but across the southern horizon itself. The broad 
stream of the river, too, was broken up, not as heretofore by fiat 
sandbanks, but by fantastic masses of black porphyry and granite, 
and by high rocky islands, towering high above the shores ; strewn, 
far into the eastern Desert, far up the course of the Nile itself. 

These are the rocks which make, and are made by, the Cataract, 
—well so called, the rapid which “breaks down’* a course for itself 
through the fragments of granite crags. These, too, furnish the 
quarries from whence came the great colossal statues of Eameses, 
and all the obelisks. Prom this wild and distant region sprang 
all those familiar forms which we know so well in the squares of 
Borne. In the quarries which are still visible in the white sands 
and black crags immediately cast of Assouan, one obelisk still 
remains, hewn out, but never removed from his original birth- 
place ; the latest, as that of Hbliopolis is the earliest born of 
the race. And not only are these rocks the quarries of the statues^ 
but it is hardly possible to look at their forms and not believe 
that they suggested the idea. Islands, quarries, crags, along the 
river-side, all seem either like grotesque colossal figures, sitting 
with their grim features carved out against the sky, their vast limbs 
often smoothed by the inundations of successive ages ; or else like 
the same statues broken to shivers, like that we saw at Thebes. 
One can quite imagine how, in the days when power was will and will 
was power, Eameses, returning from his Ethiopian conquests, should 
say, “ Here is the stone, hard and glittering, from which my statue 
shall be hewn, and here is the model after which it shall be fashioned.” 

This is the utmost limit of the journey of Herodotus. He had 
been told a strange story, which he says he could not believe, by the 
Treasurer at Sais, that at this point of the river there were two 
mountains running up into sharp peaks, and called Cropini and 
Mophi, between which were the sources of the Nile, from which it 
ran down northwards, on one side, into Egypt, and southwards, on 
the other, into Ethiopia. He came, he says, to verify it, and observes 
(doubtless with truth), that by those deep, unfathomable sources 
which they described, they meant the violent eddies of the Cataracts. 
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To aai inha];)itant of Lower the sight or the report of suoh 

a convulsion as the rapids make in the face of their calm and 
majestic river, must have seemed like the very beginning of hia 
existence, the struggling into life of what afterwards became so 
gentle and beneficent. And if they heard that there was a river Nile 
further south, it was then natural for them to think; that this could 
not be the same as their own. The granite range of Syene was to 
them their Alps— the water-shed of their world. If there was a 
stream on the other side, they thought that it must needs flow far 
away into the Ocean of the South. And these fantastic peaks, not 
two only, but hundreds, were simplified by them into Crophi and 
Mophi — the names exactly suit the wild mysterious character of the 
whole scenery which they represent. 

And now it is immediately above the roar of these rapids, but 
atiU in the very centre of these colossal rockeries — that you emerge 
into, sight of an island lying in the windings of the river, fringed * 
with palms, and crowned with a long line of temples and colonnades. 
This is Philm. 


11. ruiL-E. 

The name expresses its situation — it is said to be **Pilek,^^ “the 
frontier** between Egypt and Ethiopia, and the name seems to have 
been applied to all the larger islands in this little archipelago. One 
of these (Biggeh) immediately overhangs Philte, and is the most 
remarkable of all the multitude for its fantastic shapes. High from 
its black top, you overlook what seems au endless crater of these 
porphyry and granite blocks, many of them carved with ancient 
figures and hieroglyphics ; in the silver lake which they enclose lies 
PhilfiB, the only flat island amongst them. Its • situation is more 
curious than beautiful, and the same is true of its temples. As 
seen from the river or the rocks, their brown bandstone colour, 
their dead w'alls, hardly emerge sufficiently from the sand and mud 
cottages which enclose them round, and the palms are not sufficiently 
numerous to relieve the bare and mean appearance which the rest 
of the island presents. As seen from within, however, the glimpses 
of the river, the rocky knolls, and the feathery tresses of the palm, 
throi^gh the vista, the massive walls and colonnades, irregular and 
perverse in all their proportions, but still grand from their size, are 
in highest degree peculiar. Eoreground, distance, Art and nature, 
are {tore quite unique ; the rocks and river (of which you might see 
the )tte elsewhere) are wholly unlike Egypt, as the sqftare towers, 
the |(0vious perspective, and the sculptured walls, are wholly unlike 
anything else except Egypt. 
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Onie whole temple is so modem, that it no way illustrates, except 
so far as it copies them, the feelings of the religion of the old 
Egyptians. The earliest, and the only Egyptian, name that occurs 
upon it, is Kectaneho, an Egyptian prince, who revolted against the 
later Persian kings. All the rest are the Grecian Ptolemies, and 
of these the chief is Ptolemy Physcon, or the Eat, so called because 
he became so bloated by his luxurious living that he measured six 
feet round, and who proposed, but in vain, to Cornelia, mother of 
the Gracchi. But in this very fact of its modern origin there is a 
peculiar interest. It is the fullest specimen of the restoration of 
the old Egyptian 'worship by the Ptolemies, and of an attempt, like 
ours, in Gothic architecture, to revive a style and forms which had 
belonged to ages far away. The Ptolemies here, as in many other 
places, were trying to throw themselves** into Egyptian worship, 
following* in the steps of Alexander ‘‘the son of Ammon,’* In 
many ways this appears. First, there is much for show without 
real use. One great side chapel, the finest of the group, is built 
for the sake of its terrace towards the river. The main entrance to 
the Temple is, in like manner, no entrance at all. Then there is the 
want of symmetry which always more or less distinguishes the 
Egyptian architecture, hut is here carried to a ridiculous excess. 
No perspective is carried consistently through; the sides of the 
same courts are of different styles : no one gateway is in the same 
line with another. Lastly there is the curious sight of sculptures 
contemporary with the finest works of Greek Art, and carved under 
Grecian kings, as rude and coarse as those under the earliest 
Pharaohs to be “in keeping** with Egyptian architecture, and to 
“preserve the ancient type,** like the medieval figures in painted 
windows and the illegible inscriptions round the arches of some 
modern English churches. And not only are the forms but the 
subjects imitated, long after all meaning had passed away, and this 
not only in the religious figures of Isis and the gods. There is 
something ludicrotisly grotesque in colossal bas-reliefs of kings 
seizing innumerable captives by tbe hair of their head, as in the 
ancient sculptures of l^meses — kings who reigned at a time when 
all conquests had ceased, and who had, perhaps, never stirred out of 
the palaces and libraries of Alexandria. 

The mythological interest of the Temple is its connection with 
Isis, who is its chief divinity, and accordingly the sculptures of her, 
of Osiris, and of Horus, are countless. The most remarkable, riibugh 
in a very obscure room, and on a very small scale, is the one repre- 
senting the death of Osiris, and then his embalmment, burial, gradual 
restoration, and enthronement as judge of the dead. But this legend 
belongs, like the rest of the Temple, to the later, not tlie ancient 
stage of Egyptian belief* 
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12 . NILS IN NUBIA. 

Wq are still on the Nile, but it is no longer the Nile of Egypt. 
The two ranges are wild granite and sandstone hills, which enclose 
the river so completely, and render the banka so high and steep, 
that there is no general cultivation. The w^aters rise to a certain 
height up the terraced shore, and accordingly here, as to a certain 
extent in Upper Egypt, you see the springing corn and vegetation 
to the very edge of the stream. .But beyond that the water can 
only be raised by water-wheels worked by oxen, which accordingly 
are here ten times as numerous as in Egypt, working by night and 
day, and — as all the grease in the country is used in plastering the 
long hair of the unturbaned heads of the Nubians — creaking by 
night and day, and all along the river, with a sound which in the 
distance is like the hum of a mosquito. How much that hum tells 
you of the state of the country if you inquire into all its causes ! 
The high hanks which prevent the floods, the tropical heats which 
call for the labour of oxen instead of xnen, the constant need of 
water, and the wild costume of the people. 

Another feature of the country is, that you feel you are now 
beyond the reach of history. This is Ethiopia, and from this 
possibly the Egyptian race may have sprung; and there is no 
doubt that the great Pharaohs, and afterwards the Csesars, pushed 
their conquests over it far south. But it was, after all, a province 
without any national existence of its own, and accordingly of 
all the towns and temples wo shall pass there is not one of the 
slightest historical interest — not the villages in the wilds of 
Australia or America can be less known or less important than 
those. Their sole interest is, that they assist you in filling up the 
broken outlines and vacant spaces of Thebes and Memphis ; and the 
very fact of their remoteness from the course of history conduces to 
this result, because this remoteness has preserved them, whilst the 
monuments of the better frequented country below the Cataract 
have perished. Already w^e have passed as many temples in one day, 
as we passed (with the exception of Thebes) during the whole of 
the rest of our Egyptian voyage. There they stand, broken and of 
various ages, but massive and striking on the river-side, taking the 
pla0o of the tombs of Egypt, and of the castles on the Ehine and 
Danube 

Ihirther on we see clusters of deep purple hills rising, not in con* 
tinuous chains, but east and west, and north and south ; purple, not 
of %he amethyst of the Apennmes, but of a black porphyry hue, 
that contrasts strangely with the bright green strip which lies at 
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their feet, or else with the drifts of sand, sometimes the gray dust 
ef the Nile alluvium, oftener the yellow sand of the Desert, which 
now appears far oftener than in Egypt. 

You feel here the force of that peculiar attribute of the Nile — ^his 
having no tributaries* After having advanced 800 miles up his 
course, you naturally espect, as in the Shine, that when you have 
tracked him up iuto his mountain-bed, and are approaching, how- 
ever indefinitely, to his veiled sources, you will find the vast volume 
of waters shrink. But no — the breadth and strength befow was all 
his own; and throughout that long descent he has not a drop of 
water but what he brought himself, and therefore you have the 
strange sight of a majestic river flowing like an arm of the sea in 
the Highlands, as calm and as broad amongst these wild Nubian hills 
as in the plain of Egypt. 


13. IPSAMBUL (OB ABOTJ-SIMBIL). 

Why the great Temple of Ipsambul should have been fixed at 
this spot, it is Imrd to say. Perhaps because, after this point, begins 
the more strictly Desert-part of Nubia, known by the narno of the 
Belly of Stone;’* and thus, for a long way further south, on the 
western bank (to which all the Nubian temples, but two, are con- 
fined), there are no masses of rock out of which such a monument 
could be hewn. The great Temple is in the bowels of a hill^ 
obliquely facing eastwards, and separated from the smaller Temple, 
which immediately overhangs the river, by the avalanche of sand 
which for centuries had entirely buried the entrance, and now chokes 
up its greater part. 

There aro two points which give it an essential and special interest. 
First, you here get the most distinct conception of the great 
Bameses. Sculptures of his life you can see elsewhere. But here 
alone, as you sit on the deep pure sand, you can look at his features 
inch by inch, see them not only magnified to tenfold their original 
size, so that ear and mouth and nose, and every link of his collar^ 
and every line of his skin, sinks into you with the weight of a 
mountain ; but these features are repeated exactly the same, three 
times over — four times they once were, but the upper part of the 
fourth statue is gone. Kehama, victorious over gods and men, is thi 
iixmge which most nearly answers to these colossal kings : and this 
multiplication of the same statue — ^not one Bameses but four — ^not 
one Amenopbis but eighteen — is exactly Kehama entering the eight 
ptes of Padalon by eight roads at once. Look at them, as they 
eineige, — ^the two northern figures, from the sand which reaches up 
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to tlieir throats— tie southem^nost, as he sits unbroken» and revealed 
from the top of his royal helmet to the toe of his enormous foot. 
Look at them, and remember that the face which looks out from the 
top of that gigantic statue is the face of the greatest man of the Old 
» World that preceded the birth of Greece and Eome— the first 
conqueror recorded in history — the glory of Egypt— the terror of 
Africa and Asia — ^whose monuments stiU remain in Syria and in 
Asia Minor— the second founder of Thebes, which must have been 
to the world then, as Eome was in the days of its empire. It is 
certainly an individual likeness. Three peculiarities I carry away 
with me, besides that of profound repose and tranquillily, united 
perhaps, with something of scorn — ^first, the length of the face, 
compared with that of most others that one sees in the sculptures ; 
secondly, the curl of the tip of the nose ; thirdly, the overlapping and 
fall of the under lip. 

One of the two southern colossal figures, I said, was shattered 
from the legs upwards ; but the legs are happily preserved,^ and on 
them, as on the Amenopbis at Thebes, are the scrawls, not of 
modern travellers — nor even as at Thebes, of Homan pilgrims — 
but of the very earliest Greek adventurers who penetrated into 
Africa. Some of them are still visible. The most curious, how- 
ever, has been again buried in the accumulation of sand. It is 
the oldest Greek inscription in the world, — by a Greek soldier who 
came here to pursue some deserters in the last days of the Egyptian 
monarchy. 

And now let us pass to the second great interest of Ipsambul, 
which is this. Every other groat Egyptian temple is more or less 
in ruins. This, from being hewn out of tlio rock, is iu all its 
arrangements as perfect now as it was when it was left unfinished 
by Eamcses himself. 

You can explore every chamber from end to end, and you know 
that you have seen them all. The fact of its being a cave, and not 
a building, may of course have modified the forms. But the general 
plan must have been the same ; and the massive shapes, the low roofs, 
the vast surface of dead wall, must have been suggested m the 
temples of Lower Egypt, where these features were not necessary, by 
those in Ethiopia where they were. 

The temple is dedicated to Ea or the Sun. This is represented 
in a large bas-relief over the great entrance between the colossal 
figures. There is Eameses presenting offerings to the Sun, whom 
you recognise at once here and elsewhere by his hawk’s head. 
This in itself gives the whole place a double interest. Not only 
wm the Sun the especial deity of the Pharaohs, (which means 

Children of the Sun,”) but he was the god of Heliopolis, and 
su^l as we see him here, and such in great measure as his worship 
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was herCf such was he and his worship in the great Temple of 
Heliopolis, now destroyed, from which came the obelisks of Europe, 
of which Joseph’s father-in-law was High Priest, and where Moses 
must most frequently have seen the Egyptian ceremonies. 

ITow climb up that ridge of sand, stoop under the lintel of the 
once gigantic doorway, between which and the sand there is lett 
only an aperture of a few feet, and dive into the dark abyss of the 
Temple itself. Dark it must always have been, though not so dark 
as now. All the light that it had came through that ohe door. 
Pirst, there is the large hall, with four pillars ranged on each side, 
colossal figures of Osiris; each figure with the feet swathed, the 
hands crossed on the breast, the crook and knotted scourge— his 
universal emblems — clasped in them; the face absolutely passion- 
less ; broad, placid, and serene as the full Nile ; the highest ideal of 
repose, both as the likeuess of death in the mummy, and as the 
representative* of the final Judgment. From this hall, richly 
sculptured round with the Homeric glories of Rameses, we pass 
into another filled with sculptures of gods. Wo have left tlie haunts 
of man and are advancing into the presence of the Divinities. 
Another corridor, and the Temple narrows yet again, and we are in 
the innermost sanctuary. .... In that square rocky chamber, 
to which we are thus brought by the arms of tho mountain closing 
us in with a closer and ever closer embrace, stood, and still stands, 
though broken, the original altar. Behind the altar seated against 
the rocky wall, their hands upon their knees, looking straight out 
through the door of the sanctuary, through the corridor, through 
the second hall, and through the first, to the small aperture of day- 
light and blue sky, as it is now, — to the majestic portal as it was in 
ancient times, — sate, and still sit, the four great gods of the Temple. 
There they sate and looked out ; and as you stand far back in the 
Temple, and light up the Adytum by kindling fires once more on 
that forgotten altar, you can see them still. 

On the south side is the Hawkliead of the Sun. Next to him, 
Eameses himself; next Ammon, the Jupiter of Egypt — the great 
god of Thebes— you see his tall cap, or tiara, towering high above 
the heads of the rest in strong relief against the wall ; — and in the 
remaining comer, Kneph with the ram’s head, the Spirit of the 
Universe. As the whole Temple has contracted in proportion to 
its receding inwards, so also have tho statues in size. The sculptures 
of the Adytum on each side represent the processions of the Sacre^^ 
Boat, floating to its extremity. There is no trace of habitation fof 
the sacred hawk, who, if he were in the Temple, must have been 
here, sitting at the feet of Ea. So at least it follows from Strabo’s 
clear account, that in the Adytum of every Egyptian temple the 
fiiacred animal was kept, whatever it might be, corresponding to the 
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statue of the Greek and Boman sauctuarj, — to the no«>8tatue of the 
Holy of Holies in the Jewish temple. 

The chief thought that strikes one at Ipsambul^ and elsewhere^ is 
the rapidity of transition in the Egyptian worship, from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. The gods alternate between the majesty of ante- 
diluvian angels, and the grotesqueness of pre- Adamite monsters. By 
what strange contradiction could the same sculptors and worshippers 
have conceived the grave and awful forms of Ammon and Osiris, 
and the ludicrous images of gods in all shapes, “in the heavens 
and in the earth, and in the w^aters under the earth,” w’ith heads 
of hawk, and crocodile, and jackal, and ape ? What must have been 
the mind and muscles of a nation who could worship, as at Thebes, 
in the assemblage of hundreds of colossal JPaahts (the Sacred Cats) P 
And, again, how extraordinary the contrast of the serenity and the 
savageness of the kings ! Eameses, with the placid smile, grasping 
the shrieking captives by the hair, as the frontispiece of every 
temple ; and Ammon, with tho smile no less placid, giving him the 
falchion to smite them. The whole impression is that gods and 
men alike belong to an age and world entirely passed away, when 
men were slow to move, slow to think, but when they did move or 
think, their work was done with the force and violence of Giants. 

One emblem there is of true Monotheism, — a thousand times 
repeated, — always impressive, and always beautiful, — chiefly on the 
roof and cornice, like the Cherubim in the Holy of Holies, — the 
globe, with its wide-spread wings of azure blue, of the all-embracing 
sky : “ Under the shadow of thy wings shall be my refuge.” 


14 . THE liTILE BEFOKE THE SECOED CATAKACT. 

Tlie great peculiarity of this last stage of Nubia is, that whereas 
in Egypt the Nile flowed through its limestone ranges, in Lower 
Nubia through its wild mountain-passes, so here, in Upper Nubia, 
it flows through an absolute Desert. From the high sandstone rock 
of Abou-Sir, that last monument of English travellers, you look 
over a wide expanse of sand, broken only by the sight of the turbid 
river which dashes below through innumerable islets of what look 
exactly like black bristling coal. This wide expanse ends, or ended, 
on the day when I saw it, in clouds of sand, such as overwhelmed 
the host of Cambyses, and which rose high in the heavens, like a 
thick November fog, the sun glaring with a sickly orb above, and his 
mys streaming through the mist below, like the rain of northern 
regions. Sand is, as I have said before, the snow of these southern 
rj^ons ; it is also its water, for rightly did tho Prophet enjoin his 
followers to use its fine and pure streams for their ablutions when 
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water fiiiled ; it is also, as I saw on this day, its mist, its rain, its 
fog. In the dim distance rose the two isolated moimtains on the 
southern horizon, which mark the way to Dongola* The Second 
Cataract is, geographically speaking and historically, of but little 
significance in the Valley of the Nile : it stops the navigation, that 
is all : the Desert has begun before, and continues afterwards. 

One feature of the Nile I must here add to what I have already 
said. Every one knows that the only mode of communication is the 
river : but the voyage up the Nile requires and possesses the consent 
of another power besides that of the stream ; namely, the wind. It 
is a remarkable provision that the north wind which blows for nine 
months in the year, and especially during the floods when the stream 
is strongest, acts as a corrective to enable navigation upwards when 
else it would be impossible. Hence the plausibility of the ancient 
conjecture that the inundation was caused by the “ yearly winds.” 
So fixed, so regular a part of the economy of the river do they form, 
that it was natural to imagine that they actually prevented the 
waters of the river from entering the sea. And thus when we look 
at the boats with their white sails scudding before the breeze along 
the broad stream, we see how Egypt and Ethiopia might be fitly 
called ** a land shadowing with wings K** 


15 . DEKDEBA-S. 

Dendera is the only perfect Temple left besides those in Nubia — 
that is, the only one perfect, not as an excavation from the rock, but 
as a building. But its interest is like Phila3, not from its antiquity, 
but its novelty. Its oldest portion was built by Cleopatra ; its finest 
part by Tiberius. Hero, as at Hermonthis, is yet to be seen that 
famous form and face. Slie is here sculptured in colossal propor- 
tions, so that the fat full features are well brought out, and, being 
like those at Hermonthis, give the impression that it must be a 
likeness. Immediately before her stands, equally colossal and with 
the royal crown of Egypt, her son, by Csssar. 

These must be the latest sculptures of the independent sovereigns 
of Egypt. The interior is filled with the usual ovals for the names 
of kings — ^now blank — for before Cleopatra had time to fill them 
Actium was fought, and Egypt had passed into the hands of Boxx^ 
and accordingly the splendid portico is the work of Tiberius. It is 
in these great porticoes that you trace the real spirit of Boman 
architecture in Egypt. The interior of the Temple, though very 

Isa. XTiii. 1, (Bv^ald.) venience of their contend arranged net 

^ These three W letters are, for con* in order of plac^ but of tune* 
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large, is but a tedious aud commonplace copy of the most formal 
plan of an old temple ; but the portico has something of its own^ 
which is only seen here and in the corresponding portico at Esneh, 
and of which the whole effect, though on a gigantic scale and with 
curious capitals of human faces, is like that of the colonnade in front 
•of the Pantheon. 


16 . MEMPHIS, 

Memphis was the second capital of Egypt — sometimes the first— 
and there the Pharaohs lived at the time of the Exodus; and 
there, if its monuments had remained, might have been found the 
traces of the Israelites, which we seek in vain elsewhere. Histori* 
cally and religiously it ought to be as interesting as Thebes. Yet 
Thebes still remains quite unrivalled. There was never anything 
at Memphis like that glorious circle of hills — there is now nothing 
like those glorious ruins. Still it is a striking place. Imagine 
a wide green plain, greener than anything else I have seen in Egypt. 
A vast succession of palm-groves, almost like the Ravenna pine- 
forest in extent, runs along the river-side, springing in many spots 
from green turf. Behind these palm-forests — behind the plain — 
irises the white back of the African range ; and behind that again, 
*‘even as the hills stand round about Jerusulem,” so stand the 
Pyramids round about Memphis. These are to Memphis as the 
Royal tombs to Thebes, that is, the sepulchres of the Kings of Lower, 
as those of Upper, Egypt. And such as the view now is, such it 
must have been as far back as history extends. They are not actually 
as old as the hills, but they are the oldest monuments of Egypt and 
of the world, and such as we see them in that distant outline, each 
group rising at successive intervals — Dashur, Sakara, Abou-Sir, 
and Ghizeh — such they seemed to Moses, to Joseph, perhaps to 
Abraham. They are the sepidchres of the kings, and in the sand- 
hills at their feet are the sepulchres of the ordinary inhabitants of 
Memphis. 

Per miles you walk through layers of bones and skulls and 
rmuramy-swathings, extending from the sand, or deep down in shaft- 
like mummy pits ; and amongst these mummy-pits are vast gallexies 
filled with mummies of Ibises, in red jars, once filled, but now 
gradually despoiled. And lastly — only discovered recently— or© 
long galleries hewn in the rock, and opening from time to time- 
say every fifty yards — ^into high arched vaults, under each of which 
reposes the most magnificent black marble sarcophagus that can be 
•conemved — a chamber rather than a coffin — smooth and sculptured 
withiij and without; grander by far than even the granite saroo- 



plingi of tlie Theban kings^how much grander than any human 
sepiJchres anywhere else. And all for the successive corpses of the 
bt^ Apisl These galleriea formed part of the great temple of 
Serapis^ in which the Apis mummies were deposited; and here 
they lay, not in royal, but in divine state. The walls of the 
entrances are covered with ex-votos. In one porch there is a 
painting at full length, black and white, of the Bull himself as he 
was in life. 

One other trace remains of the old Memphis. It had its own 
great temple, as magnificent as that of Ammon at Karnac, dedicated 
to the Egyptian Vulcan, Pthah. Of this not a vestige remains. 
But Herodotus describes that Sesostris, that is Eameses, built a 
colossal statue of himself in front of the great gateway. And there 
accordingly — as it is usually seen by travellers, is the last memorial 
of that w^onC^rful King, to be borne away in their recollections 
of Egypt. ' Deep in the forest of palms before described, in a little 
pool of water left by the inundations, which year by year always 
cover the spot, lies a gigantic trunk, its back upwards. The name 
of Eameses is on the belt. The face lies downwards, but is visible in 
profile and quite perfect, and the very same as at Ipsambul, with the 
only exception that the features are more feminine and more beautiful, 
and the peculiar hang of the lip is not there 


17 . THE PYBAMinS. 

The approach to the Pyramids is first a rich green plain, and 
then the Desert ; that is, they are just at the beginning of the Desert, 
on a ridge, which of itself gives them a lift above the valley of the 
Nile. It is impossible not to feel a thrill as one finds oneself 
drawing nearer to the greatest and the most ancient monuments in 
the world, to see them coming out stone by stone into view, and 
the dark head of the Sphinx peering over the lower sandhills. Yet 
the usual accounts are correct which represent this nearer sight as 
not impressive — their size diminishes, and the clearness with which 
you see their several stones strips them of their awful or mysterious 
character. It is not till you are close under the great Pyramid, 
and look up at the huge blocks rising above you into the sky, that 
tbe consciousness is forced upon you that this is the nearest approach 
to a mountain that the art of man has produced. 

The view from the top has the same vivid contrast of Life and 
Death which makes all wide views in Egypt striking — ^the Desert 
and the green plain : only, the view over the Desert — the African 
Desert — ^being much more extensive here than elsewhere, one gathers 
bi better the notion of the w ide heaving ocean of sandy billows 
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whteh hovers on the edge of the Valley of the Nile. The white' 
line of the minarets of Cairo is also a peculiar feature— ‘peculiar^ 
because it is strange to see a modern Egyptian city which is a grace 
instead of a deformity to the view« You sdso see the strip of Besert 
running into the green plain on the east of the Nile, which marks 
Heliopolis and Goshen 

' The strangest feature in the view is the platform on which 
the Pyramids stand. It completely dispels the involuntary notion 
that one has formed of the solitary abruptness of the Three I^rat 
mids. Not to speak of the groups, in the distance, of Abou*>Sir, 
Sahara, and Dashur — the whole platform of this greatest of them 
all is a maze of Pyramids and Tombs. Three little ones stand 
beside the first, three also beside the third. The second and third 
are each surrounded by traces of square enclosures, and their eastern 
faces are approached through enormous masses of ruins as if of 
some great temple ; whilst the first is enclosed on three sides by 
long rows of massive tombs, on which you look down from the 
top as on the plats of a stone-garden. You see in short that 
it is the most sacred and frequented part of that vast cemetery 
which extends all along the Western ridge for twenty miles T)ehind 
Memphis. 

It is only by going round the whole place in detail that the con- 
trast between its present and its ancient state is disclosed. One is 
inclined to imagine that the Pyramids are immutable, and that such 
as you see them now such they were always. Of distant views this 
is true, but taking them near at hand it is more easy from the 
existing ruins to conceive Karnac as it was, than it is to conceive 
the Pyramidal platform as it was. The smooth casing of part of the 
top of the Second Pyramid, and the magnificent granite blocks' which 
form the lower stages of the third, serve to show what they must 
have been all, from top to bottom; the first and second, brilliant 
whito or yellow limestone, smooth from top to bottom, instead of 
those rude disjointed masses which their stripped sides now present ; 
the third, all glowing with the red granite from the First Cataract. 
As it is, they have the barbarous look of Stonehenge ; but then 
they must have shone with the polish of an age already rich with 
ciydisation, and that the more remarkable when it is remembered 
that these granite blocks which fumished the outside of the third, 
and inside of the first, must have come all the way from the First 
Cai^ract. It also seems, from Herodotus and others, that these 
8m<K>th outsides were covered with sculptures. Then you must 
build up or uncover the massive tombs, now broken or choked with 
sanil, so as to restore the aspect of vast streets of tombs, like those 
on Ihe Appian Way, out of which the Great Pyramid would rise like 
A c^edral above smaller churches. Lastly, you must enclose the 
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two ot^her Pyramids witli sfcooe preeincts and gigantic gateways^ and 
abore all you must restora the Sphinx, as he (for it must never be 
forgotten that a female Sphinx was almost unknown) was in the days 
of his glory. 

Even now, after all that we hare seen of colossal statues, there 
was something stupendous in the sight of that enormous head — its 
vast projecting wig, its great ears, its open eyes, the red colour still 
visible on its cheek, the immense projection of the whole lower part 
ofits fi^e. Xet what must it have been when on its head tb^ 
was the royal helmet of Egypt; on its chin the royal beard; when 
the stone pavement, by which men approached the Pyramids, ran up 
between its paws ; when immediately under its breast an altar stood, 
from which the smoke went up into the gigantic nostrils of that 
nose, now vanished from the face, never to be conceived again ! All 
this is known with certainty from the remains, which actually exist 
deep undet the sand on which you stand, as you look up from a 
distance into the broken but still expressive features. 

And for what purpose was this Sphinx of Sphinxes called into 
being — as much greater than all other Sphinxes as the Pyramids are 
greater^than all other temples or tombs ? If, as is likely, he lay 
couched at the entrance, now deep in sand, of the vast approach to 
the second, that is, the Central Pyramid, so as to form an essential 
part of this immense group ; still more, if, as seems possible, there 
was once intended to be (according to the usual arrangement which 
never left a solitary Sphinx any more than a solitary obelisk) a 
brother SphinXfOn the Northern side, as this on the Southern side , 
of the approach, its situation and significance was ivorthy of its 
grandeur. And if, further, the Sphinx was the giant representative 
of Royalty, then it fitly guards the greatest of Royal sepulchres; 
and, with its half-human, half-animal form, is the best welcome and 
the best farewell to the history and religion of Egypt. 



SINAI AND PALESTINE 


IIT CONNECTION WITH THEIR HISTORY. 



WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

"'■» 

LECTURES ON THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 

OF SCOTLAND. 8vo. 7s. 

ESSAYS CHIEFLY ON QUESTIONS OF CHURCH 

AND STATE, 1850—70. 8vo. 15#. 

HISTORICAL MEMORIALS OP WESTMINSTER' 

ABBEY, from its Foundation to the Prcaent Time. "With 40 

Illustrations. 8vo. 21 «. 

» 

HISTORICAL MEMORIALS OF CANTERBURY. 

The Landing of Augustine. — The Murder of Becket. — Edward the 
Black Prince.— Beekct’s Shrine. With Illustrations. Post 8vo. 
7s. 6d. 

SINAI AND PALESTINE, in Connection with theie 

HiSTOiiY. With Maps. 8vo. 14s. 

SERMONS PREACHED MOSTLY IN CANTERBURY 
CATHEDRAL. Post 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

LECTURE* ON THE HISTORY OF THE EASTERN 

CHURCH, with an Introduction on tho Study of Eccleuastical 
History. "With Maps. 8vo. 12s. 

LECTURES ON THE HISTORY OP THE JEWISH 

CHURCH. With Maps. 8m 2 Vols. 24s. 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

With Ckitical Notes and Disseutations. 8vo. 18s. 

SERMONS PREACHED DURING A TOUR IN THE. 
EAST. Witli Notices of some of tho Localities visited. With 
Plans. 8vo. 9s.; 

ADDRESSES AND CHARGES OF THE LATE. 

BISHOP STANLEY. With a Memoir. 10s. 6d. 



CHAPTER I. 


PART I.— PENINSULA OP SINAI. 

PART IL— THE JOURNEY FROM CAIRO TO JERUSALEM. 


Exodus xiy. 13. ‘‘The Egyptians wBom ye have seen to-day, ye shall 
see them again no more for ever.” 

Pent. viii. 15. “ That great and terrible wilderness ♦ . . where 

there was no water.** 

’ Dent, xxxiil. 2. ‘*The Lord came from Sinai and rose np from Seir unto 
them : He sliined forth from Mount Paran ; and he came With the tin 
thousands [‘ of Kadesh.* lxxI,’ 



PART 1. 

FKNINSULA OF SINAL 


1. General configuration of the Peninsula. 1. The Two Gulfs. 2. The 
Plateau of the Tih. 3. The Sandy Tract. 4. The Mountains of the 
Tfir. (a) The KA’a— the Shores. (6) The Passes, (c) The Mountains ; 
the Three Groups — ^the Colours — the Confusion— the Desolation — ^the 
Silence, (d) The Wfidys — the Vegetation— the Springs — ^the Oases. 
Pp. 1—19. 

II. General Adaptation to the History, The Scenery — the Physical Phe- 
nomena — the Present Inhabitants — Changes. Pp. 19 — 27. 

HI. Traditions of the History. 1. Arab Traditions — of Moses. 2. Greek 
Traditions. 8. Early Traditions. Pp, 27 — 38. 

IV. Boute of the Israelites. 1. Passage of the Bed Sea, 2. Marah and Elim. 
8. Encampment by the Bed S^. 4. Wilderness of Sin. 5. Choice 
between Serbfil and Jebel Mfisa as Sinai, 6. Special localities of the 
History. Pp. 33 — 48. 

,V. Later kisto^ of the Peninsula. 1. Elijah’s yisit. 2. Josephus, 8. St. Paul. 
4. Hermitages, and Convent of St. Catherine. 5. Mahomet, 6. Present 
State of the Convent. 7. Tomb of Sheykh Saleh. Pp. 48 — 57. 

Note A. Sinaitio InscripGons. Pp. 57 — 62. 



SINAI. 


PART 1. 

PENINSUU OP SINAI. 

The Peninsula of Mount Sinai is, geographically and 
geologically speaking, one of the most remarkable districts on 
the face of the earth. It combines the three grand features 
of earthly scenery —the sea, the desert, and the mountains. It 
occupies also a position central to three countries, distin- 
guished, not merely for their history, but for their geography 
amongst all other nations of the world — ^Egypt, Arabia, Pales- 
tine. And lastly, it has been the scene of a history as unique 
as its situation ; by which the fate of the three nations which 
surround it, and through them the fate of the whole world, has 
been determined. 

It is a just remark of Chevalier Bunsen, that “Egypt has, 
properly speaking, no history. History was bom on that night # 
when Moses led forth his people from Goshen.** Most fully is 
this felt as the traveller emerges from the Valley of the Nile, 
the study of the Egyptian monuments, and finds himself on 
the broad track of the Desert. In those monuments, magnifi- 
cent and instructive as they are, he sees great kings, and 
mighty deeds — the father, tilie son, and the children,!— tlie 
sacrifices, the conquests, the coronations. But there is no 
before and after, no unrolling of a great drama, no beginnings 
middle, and end of a moral progress, or even of a mournful 
declibe. In the Desert, on the contrary, the moment the green 
fieldji of Egypt recede from our view, still more when we reach 



the Bed Sea^ the fhxiher and further we advahee Ih^i^e Beisert 
mA the mountains, we feel that everything heneeforWard is 
ieontmuous, that there is a sustained and protracted interest, 
increasing more and more, till it reaches its highest point in 
Palestine, in Jerusalem, on Calvary, and on Olivet* And in the 
desert of Sinai this interest is enhanced by the fact that there 
it stands alone. Over all the other great scenes of human 
history,— Palestine itself, Egypt, Greece, and Italy, — successive 
tides of great recollections have rolled, each to a certain extent 
obliterating the traces of the former. But in the Peninsula of 
Sinai there is nothing to interfere with the effect of that single 
event. The Exodus is the one only stream of history that 
has passed through this wonderful region, — a history which 
has for*its background the whole magnificence of Egypt, and 
for its distant horizon the forms, as yet unborn, of Judaism, 
of Mahometanism, of Christianity. 

It is this district, which, for the sake of, and in connection 
with that history, it is here proposed briefly to describe. 

I. The great limestone range of Syria, which begias in the 
Oenerai^ from Lebanon and extends through the whole 

oo|Sgtira- of Palestine, terminates on the south in a wide table- 
MovnSins l^^^d, which reaches eastward far into Arabia Petreea, 
the Desert, and westward for into Africa. At the pomt where 
this rocky mass descends from Palestine, another 
element falls in, which at once gives it a character 
distinct from mountainous tracts in other parts of the world ; 
namely, that waterless region of the earth, which extends from 
» the shores of tlie Atlantic to those of the Persian Gulf, under 
the familiar name of the Desert. But its character, both as a 
wilderness, and as a mountain country, is broken by three great 
clefts, which divide its several portions from each other. The 
westernmost of these clefts is the deep valley, wliich descendmg 
ffrom fhe mountains of Abyssinia contains the course of the 
solitary, mysterious, and majestic river, mth the green of 
verdure lilting its bonks, which forms the land of Egj^is The 
; second nms c^ost parallel to this*— the bed not of a fertilising 
stream, but of a desolate seaj — ^the Arabian Gulf of the Greeks, 
T Ibe Gulf of Suez in modem geography. The third and eastern* 
most cleft at its southern extremity is similar in Character to 
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the second, and forms the Elamtlc Gulf of the Greeks, the 
modem Gulf of *Akaha ; but further north it passes into the 
deep and wide valley of the ’Arabah, which in turn cotomuni* 
cates with the still deeper valley of the Jordan, rimning up into 
the heart of the mountains of Lebanon, the original basis from 
which the whole of the system takes its departure. 

1. It is between those two gulfs, the Gulf of Suez and tlie 
Gulf of ’Akaba, that the Peninsula of •Sinai lies. 

From them it derives its contact with the sea, and Oui&oftto 
therefore ^^ith the' world; which is one striking dis- 
tinction between it and the rest of the vast desert of which it 
forms a part. From hardly any point in the Sinaitic range 
is the view of the sea wholly excluded; from the highest 
points both of its branches are visible ; its waters, blue with a 
depth of colour more like that of some of the Swiss lakes than 
of our northern or midland seas, its tides imparting a life to 
the dead landscape, — familiar to modern travellers from the 
shores of the Atlantic or German Ocean, but strange and 
inexplicable to the inhabitants of the ancient wofld, whose 
only knowledge of the sea was the vast tideless lake which 
washed tlie coasts of. Egypt, Palestine, Greece, and Italy. It 
must have always brought to tlie mind of those who stood on 
its shores, that they were on the waters of a new, and almost 
unknown world. Those tides come rolling in from the vast 
Indian Ocean ; and with the Indian Ocean these two gulfs are 
the chief channels of communication from the Northern world. 
The wliite shells which strew their shores, the forests of sub- 
marine vegetation wliich gave the whole sea its Hebrew appel- 
lation of the Sea of Weeds,” the trees of coral, whose huge 
trunks may be seen even on the dry shore, mth the red rocks 
and red sand, which especially in the Gulf of ’Akaba bound its 
sides, — all bring before us the mightier mass of the Eed or 
Erythrfiean* Ocean, the coral strands of the Indian Archipelago, 

• The appellation ♦*Ued Sea,'* asap- the H^rews onlv by the name of the 
plied dieliincUYely to the two gulfs of **Sea w Weeds, * and to the Greeks by 
Suez and Akaba, is comparaUrely the name of the Bays of Arabia and 
modem. It seems tajhaye been applied Elath. This in itself makes it probable 
to them only as eontmuations of the that the name of *‘Eed** was derived 

Indian Ocean, to which the name of the from the corals of the Indian Ocean, and 

Erythx«an or Red Sea was given, at a makes it impossible that it should have 

time when the two gulih were known to been from ** — the mountwns of 
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of which these two gi^s with their peculiar products are the 
northern offshoots* The Peninsula itself has been the scene of 
but one cycle of human events. But it has, through its two 
watery boundaries, been encircled with two tides of history, 
which must not be forgotten in the associations which give it a 
foremost place in the geography and history of the world ; two 
tides, never flowing together, one falling as the other rose, but 
imparting to each of the two barren valleys through which they 
flow a life and activity hardly less than that which has so long 
animated the Valley of the Nile. The two great lines of Indian 
traffic have alternately passed up the eastern and the western 
gulf ; and, though unconnected with the greater events of the 
Peninsula of Sinai, the commerce of Alexandria and the. com- 
municatfdns of England with India, which now pass down the 
Gulf of Suez, are* not without interest, as giving a lively image 
of the ancient importance of the twin Gulf of 'Akaba. That 
gulf, now wholly deserted, was, in the times of the Jewish 
monarchy, the great thoroughfare of the fleets of Solomon and 
Jehoshaphat, and the only point in the second period of their 
history which brought the Israelites into connection with the 
scenes of the earliest wanderings of their nation. 

Such are the western and eastern boundaries of this mountain 
tract ; striking to the eye of the geographer, as the two parallels 
to that narrow Egyptian land from which the Israelites came 
forth: important to the historian, as the two links of Europe 
and Asia with the great ocean of the south — as the two points 
of contact between the Jewish people and the civilisation of the 


fidom, as is well known, hardly reaching 
to the shores of the Gulf of ’Akaba, cer- 
txdnly not to the shores of the ocean. 
**Ab we emerged from the month of a 
small defile,** writes the late Captain 
Newhold, in describing his visit to the 
mountain of NakCis near Tfir, **the 
waters of this sacred gulf burst upon our 
view ; the surface marked with annular, 
crescent^shaped, and ir^ular bitches of 
i purplish red, extending as fitwas the 
eye could reach. They were curiously 
eontrasted with the beautiful aqua-marina 
of the water lying Over the white coral 
reefii. This colour I asoertrined to 
be caused by the subjacent red sandstone 
^nd reddish coral reefii ; a similar phe- 


nomenon is observed in the straits of 
Bab el-hfandeb, and also near Suez, par- 
ticul^ly when the rays of the sun fall on 
the water at a small angle.** — Joum. of 
B. Asiat. Society, Nm ziii. p. 73. This 
accurate description is decisive as to the. 
origin of the name, though Captain New- 
bold draws no such Inference. The 
Hebrew word aHph, though used com- 
monly for ** flags** or “ruriies,** would 
by an easy clmnge be applied % any 
aqueous vegetation (see Dietrich’s Abhand- 
Inngen, pp.^37i 23 — ^25); just as Pliny 
(xiii. 23) speaks of it as vast forest r 
** Rubrum mare et totus orientis oceauus 
rrfertus eat sylvia,^* (Bitter, Sinai, 466^ 
482.) See Part II. p. 8S, 
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ancient world. From the summit of Mount St. Catherine, or 
of Um Shaumer, a wandering Israelite might have seen the 
beginning and the end of his nation’s greatness* On the one 
side lay the sea through which they had escaped from the 
bondage of slavery and idolatry — still a mere tribe of the shep- 
herds of the Desert. On the other side lay the sea, up which 
were afterwards conveyed the treasures of the Indies, to adorn 
the palace and the temple of the capital of a mighty empire. 

2. Of the three geological elements which compose the 
Peninsula itself , the first and the most extensive is 
the northern table-land of limestone which is known teau of the 
as the Desert of the “ Tih,” or the “ Wanderings.” It 
is supported and enclosed by long horizontal ranges, which keep 
this uniform character wherever they are seen. They are the 
^ame which, under the naxae of the Mounters of Rdhah, first 
meet the eye of the traveller approaching Suez from Egypt, as 
forming the western boundary of the great plateau ; the same 
which, under the name of the Mountains of the Tih, run along 
its southern border, as seen from Serbul dr St. Catherine ; and 
which under the same name, form its eastern border, as seen 
from Mount Hor. However much the other mountains of the 
Peninsula vary in form or height, the mountains of the Till are 
always alike ; always faithful to their tabular outline and 
blanched desolation. It is this which gives them a natural 
affinity of appearance with the two long limestone walls which 
confine the traveller’s view down the Valley of the Nile from 
Cairo to Thebes ; and, again, to the unbroken line of mountains 
which runs along the eastern side of the Jordan, from the Dead 
Sea to Mount Hermon*. 

One solitary station-house and fort marks this wilderness. 
It probably derives its name of Nukhl, the “Palm,” from an 
adjacent palm-grove, now vanished ; a miniature in this respect 
of the midway station for the great Syrian desert — “ Tadmor,” 

^ For a Ittdd aocoiuit of the geology of ^ The Tih has been traversed and 
the Peninsula, I refer to a valuable papw descrjjoed by Btippell, Burokhardt, and 
on the subject by Captain Nevrbold in Bartlett from east to west, and by Eobin- 
Madras Journal, vol. adr. pt. it; son from south to north. 1 did not see it, 
4so to Bussegger's map, and to Mr. Hogg’s except from a distanoe. The passage of 
map and paper in Jameson’s Edinburgh the Caravan has been described by Bttppelt 
^hUoeopbi^ Journal, vds. xlviii. p. 193, and Bartlett, 
idix. p. 38. 



Palmyra ”~the palm-grove station of Solomon and Zenobia; 
wbence in like manner the palms are now^,said to have dis- 
appeared\ It seems^ to have no peculiar feajiures, beyond the 
general character of its horizontal hills, and its one wide un* 
dulating pebbly plairu If any of the stations of the Israelites 
mentioned in the Pentateuch were in this portion of the Penin- 
sula, it is useless to seek for them ; nor is there apparently any 
passage or scene in their wanderings which derives any special 
light from its scenery. Its one interest now is the passage of 
the Mecca pilgrimage. 

8, The plateau of the Tih is succeeded by the sandstone 
mountains which form the first approach to the higher 
iawitof ^ Sinaitic range, called by the general Arabic name for 
^ mountain, the Tur.*' One narrow plain or 
belt of .sand, called from that circumstance the 
‘‘ Debbet er-Ramleli,’* divides the table-land of the north from 
these mountains of the south ; the hills of the Tih ** — the 
seat of the tribe thence called Tiyahah,*’— from tlie hills of the 
Xfir,” the seat of the tribe thence called “ Taw&rah.” From 
Serbal and St. Catherine this yellow line of sand is distinctly 
visible ; and seems to be, as its name implies, the only tract of 
pure sand which the desert of Sinai presents. The name is of 
itself sufiicient to indicate to the experienced geographer, what 
the traveller soon learns by observation, that sand is properly 
speaking the exception and not the rule of the Arabian desert. 
In the usual route from Cairo to Suez, and from Suez to 'Akaba, 
it occurs only once in any great quantity or depth : namely, in 
the hills immediately about Huder&h”, where, it would seem, the 
Debbet er-Ramleh terminates on reaching tlie sandstone cliffs 
which here shut off both it and the table-land of the Tih from 
the Gulf of ’Akaba. There, after traversing the whole Peninsula, 
on hard ground of gravel, pebble, or rock, the traveller again 
finds himself in the deep sand-drifts which he has not seen 
since he left them on the western shores of the Nile, enveloping 


, ^ CbniQ'B Beoolleotlonft of the East, 
Tol. li. p. 045. Is it qmte oeztain that 
and ^^Pahn^” are deziyed 
fnm ik^pdkMt A palm is in Hebrew 
and not *<Tadmor;” and inOteefc 
(and Josephus says that the Qreehs 


gave it the name of Palmyra) ** Ph^ix ** 
(♦o<Vi{). See Hita% Zeitsohrifb der 
Beutsch. Morgenl. Gesellsohaft^ vol. viiL 
222 , 

* See Part 11. p. 80. 
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tbe temples of Ipsambul, aii4 the Serapeum of Iillemphis. It 
is impottaut to notLce this, partly as a correction of a popular 
error, partly as an illustration, negative indeed, but not alto- 
gether worthless, of the narrative of the Pentateuch. Whatever 
o^er sufferings the Israelites may have undergone, the great 
sand-drifts which the armies of Cambyses encountered in the 
desert of Africa are never mentioned, nor could have been men- 
tioned, in their journeyings through the wilderness of Sinai. 

4. This brings us to the mountains of the Tur (as distinct 
from the Tih), which form, strictly speaking, the 
mountain-land of the Peninsula. This mass of tains of the 
mountains, rising in their highest points to the 
height of more than 9000 feet, forms the southern tower, if one 
may use the expression, of that long belt or chain of hills, of 
which the northern bulwark is the double range of Lebanon.* 
It is the southern limit of the history of the Israelites. Their 
boundaries, in the narrower sense, were Dan and Beersheba ; 
in the wider sense Lebanon and Sinai *. ^ 

(a) It is with the configuration and aspect of this district that 
we aye now chiefly concerned. The sandy plain which 
parts it from the table-land of the Tih on the north aiid the 
has been already noticed. A similar plain, though 
apparently of gravel rather than of sand, under the name of 
El-iKd*a, — “the plain,” — ^runs along its gouth-westem base, 
generally reaching the shores of the Gulf of Suez, but at times 
interrupted by a lower line of hills, which form as it were the 
outposts of the Sinaitic range itself, and contain the two sin- 
gular mountains known respectively as the mountains of Ndkus 
(the BeU), and Mukatteb (the Written.) On their north-western 
side, and on the whole of the eastern side of the Peninsula, the 
mountains of the Tur descend so steeply on the shores of the 
respective gulfs of the Bed Sea, that there is little more than the 
beaoh left between the precipitous cliffs and the rising tides, 

(&} . From these shores or plains the traveller ascends into the 
motintain triangle of which they form the three sides. 

It is approached for the most part by rugged passes, 
leac^g to the higher land above, from which spring the cliffs 


^ See CBapter XU. 
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and mountains tbempelves. l^ese begin in a gradual, but 
terminate usually in a very steep, ascent-^almost a staircase of 
rock — ^resembling the “ Puertas of the Andalusian table-land ; 
that, for example, of Gaucin, on the way from Gibraltar to 
Konda ; or the Sapphira, on the way from Malaga to Granada. 
To these steep and rugged defiles is given the name of ‘‘ Nukb,” 
or “ ’Akaba." It is from one of these — that down which tlie 
Egyptian pilgrimage descends, on the eastern branch of the 
Red Sea — that the gulf and town of ’Akaba derives its name * ** . 
The others of note are, the Nukb Badera, which is the chief 
entrance to the cluster of Serb&l; the Nukb H&wy, to the 
cluster of Sinai; the Nukb urn Rachi, through which tlie 
whole range is approached from the Tih.” * 

(c) /fhe cluster itself consists (speaking in general and 
The Moun- popiilai* language) of two formations — sandstone, and 
tains, granite or porphyry. These two formations, of which 
it may be said generally that the first constitutes the northern, 
and the latter the southern division, play an important part, 
both in its outward aspect and in its history. To these it 
owes the depth and variety of colour, which distinguish it from 
almost all other mountainous scenery. Sandstone ® and granite 
alike lend the strong red hue, which, when it extends further 
eastward, is according to some interpretations, connected 
with the name of ‘‘Edom.*' It was long ago described by 
Diodorus Siculus as of a bright scarlet, and is represented 
in legendary pictures as of a brilliant crimson. But viewed 
even in the soberest light, it gives a richness to the whole 
mountain landscape which is wholly unknown in the grey and 
brown suits of our northern hills. Sandstone, moreover, when, 
as in the Wftdy Miighareh, and on the cliffs which line the shores 
of the Red Sea, it has become liable to the infirmities of age 
and the depredations of water, presents us with those still more 
extraordinary hues, of which the full description must be 
reserved for the scene of their greatest exemplification in the 
rocks of Petra ^ In these formations, too, we trace ^e con- 

* There is another, ’Akaba es-Shtm— Arabia to the higher level of Syria. 

** the Pass of the Syrian Pilgrimage” — • For the four passes to the Tlh see 

on the eastern side of the ’Arabah (see Stevrart, Tent and Khan, p, 107. 
Burckhardt's Arabia, ii. 94) which forms * BUppell, p. 18S. 
the great ascent from the lower level of * See Part II. xvii. 
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nection of the Sinaitic range with the two adjacent countries, 
and with the liistorical purposes to which their"" materials have 
been turned. The limestone ranges of the Tih, in their 
abutment on the Valley of the Nile, furnished ’ the quarries 
of the Pjrramids. The soft surface of these sandstone cliffs 
in the Wftdy Mukatteb, offered ready tablets to the writers 
of the so-called Sinaitic inscriptions and engraving s,, and to 
Egyptian sculptors in the WMy Mughareh and the valley of 
Surdbit el-Khddim, just as the continuation of the same forma- 
tion, far away to the south-west, reappears in the consecrated 
quarries of the gorge of Silsilis, whence were hewn the vast 
materials for the Temples of Thebes ; as the same cliffs, far 
away to the east, lent themselves to the excavations of the 
Edomites and Nabataeans at Petra, and of ancient Ammon‘ and 
Moab in tlie deep defiles of the Arnou. So, too, the granite 
mountains, on whose hard blocks were written the Ten Com- 
mandments of the Mosaic Law, and whose wild rents and 
fantastic forms have furnished the basis of so many monastic 
or Bedouin legends, reappear in Egypt at the First Cataract, in 
the grotesque rocks that surround the island of Philae, and in 
the vast quarries of Syene ; and are to be found far off to the 
east, in Arabia Felix, foiming’the granite mass* of Ohod, the 
scene of Mahomet’s first victory near Medina. 

The mountains, thus flanked by the sandstone formations— 
being themselves the granitic kernel of the whole The Three 
region — are divided into two, or perhaps three 
groups, each with a central summit. These are (1) the north- 
western cluster, which rises above Wady Feiran, and of whicli 
the most remarkable mountain — being in some respects also 
the most remarkable in the whole Peninsula — ^is Mount Serbal ; 
(2) the eastern and central cluster, of which the highest point is 
Mount St. Catherine ; — and (3) the south-eastern cluster, which 
forms as it were the outskirts of the central mass, the highest 
point of which is Um Shaumer, the most elevated summit of the 
whole range. Of these points Mount St. Catherine, with most 
of its adjacent peaks, has been ascended by many traveller^ ; 
Mdunt Serbal by a very few, of whom only four have recorded 

^ See Lynch’s Pead Sea,” p. 368 . 


2 Burckhardt, ii. 23!. 
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their ascent ; Um Shaumer has been ascended by none eicept 
Bnrcldiardt, and by him not quite to the summit 

Beserving for the present the more special characteristics of 
these respective clusters, their general peculiarities may be best 
the given in common. The colours' have been already 
•Colours; mentioned. Bed, with dark green, are the predomi- 
nant hues ; the two are most markedly combined in the long 
line 0^ Jebel Musa, as Pococke, with more than his usual 
observation, noticed long ago. These colom’s, especially in the 
neighbourhood of Serbal, are diversified by the long streaks of 
purple which run over thera from top to bottom. But it is 
only in the parts of the saiidstone cliffs where the surface has 
been broken away, as in the caves of the Wddy Mughareh, 
or on the shores of the two gulfs, that they present the great 
variety of colour which readies its highest pitch at Petra. 

Another feature, l^ss peculiar, but still highly characteristic, 
the Confa- is the infinite complication of jagged peaks and varied 
ifiion ; ridges. When seen from a distance, as from the hills 
between Sinai and ’Akaba, this presents as fine an outline of 
mountain scenery as can be conceived, but the beauty and 
distinctness of a nearer view is lost in its multiplied and 
intricate confusion — the cause no doubt, in part, of the nume- 
rous mistakes made by travellers in their notice of the several 
peaks to be seen from this or that particular point. This is 
the characteristic described by Sir Frederick Henniker, with a 
slight exaggeration of expression, when he says that the view 
from Jebel Musa (where this particular aspect is seen to flie 
greatest perfection) is as if ‘‘ Arabia Petrsea were an ocean of 
lAva, which, whilst its waves were running mountains high, had 
suddenly stood still.*' 

Jt is an equally striking, and more accurate expression of the 
the Deso- same traveller, when he speaks of the whole range as 
lation; being ‘"the Alps unclothed*.** This — their union of 
grandeur with desolation — is the point of their scenery abso- 

^ The most accurato description of the of Ohamonni, called from their ^lonrthe 
colours of Uie Desert is that given by Dr. Atffuilles RmgtSf give some notion of the 
OHti. (TraveliL i. 872, 8^.) Unfor* colour and form of ^nai. 
innately, no published views ever attempt ^ Notes during h Visit to Bgypt, Ao., 
ii The three peaks of red granite which p. 21it 
overhang the northern side of the Vidley 
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lutely Tiamvalled. They are tlie ‘‘Alps’* of Arabia~but ih^ 
Alps planted in the Desert, and therefore stripped of all the 
clothing which goes to make up our notions of Swiss 02* English 
mountains; stripped of the variegated drapery of oak, and 
bfirch, and pine, and fir, of moss, and grass, and fern; which to 
landscapes of European hills, are almost as essential as the 
rocks and peaks themselves. Of all the charms of Switzer- 
land, the one which most impresses a traveller recently returned 
from the East, is the breadth and depth of its verdure. The 
very name of “Alp” is strictly aj^plied only to the green 
pasture-lands enclosed by rocks or glaciers ; — a sight in the 
European Alps so common, in these Arabian Alps so wholly 
imknown. The absence of verdure, it need hardly be said, ia 
due to the absence of water — of those i)erennial streams which 
^e at once the creation and the life of every other mountain 
district. 

And it is this probably, combined with the peculiarity of the* 
atmosphere, that produces the deep stillness and con- and the 
sequent reverberation of the human voice, which can 
never be omitted in any enumeration of the characteristics of 
Mount Sinai. From the highest point of Ras Siifsafeh to its 
lower peak, a distance of about sixty feet, the page of a book, 
distinctly but not loudly read, w^as perfectly audible ; and every 
remark of the various groups of travellers descending from the 
heights of tlie same point rose clearly to those immediately 
above them. It was the belief of the Arabs who conducted 
Niebuhr*, that they could make themselves heard across the 
Gxjlf of 'Akaba ; a belief doubtless exaggerated, yet probably 
c^ginatcd or fostered by the great distance to which in those 
regions the voice can actually be carried. And it is probably 
from the same cause that so much attention has been excited 
by the mysterious noises which have from time to time been 
heard on the summit of Jebel Musa, in the neighbourhood of 
l^m Shaumer, and in the mountain* of Ndkus, or tlie Bell, so 
c^led from the legend that the sounds proceed from the bells* 

i ; Deseriptioii de P Arable^ p. 245. 

See the pictttre and description of 
tAis mountain in Wellsted, ii. 24 ; and 
smore complete and aingnlarly graphic 


account by Oaptcun Nevbold, Journal of 
the B. Asiatic Sodety, Ko. xiii. 79. 

® I use the word “bell** for the sake 
of conyenience. But **the sound of the 
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of a convent ^closed within the mountain. In this last instance 
the sound is supposed to originate in the tush of sand down tiie 
mountain side ; sand, here, as elsewhere, playing the same part 
as the waters or snows of the north. In the case of Jebel 
Mdsa, where it is said that the monks had originally settled 
on the highest peak, hut were by these strange noises driven 
down to their present seat in the valley, and in the case of 
Um Shaumer, where it was described to Burckhardt as like the 
sound of artillery, the precise cause has never been ascertained. 
But in all these instances the effect must have been hei^tened 
by the deathlike silence of a region where the fall of waters, 
even the trickling of brooks, is tmknown. 

This last peculiarity of the Sinai range brings us to another, 
which J^as hardly been sufB.ciently described in the accounts of 
the Desert — namely, the valleys or “ W&dys.” 

(d) It is by a true instinct that the Bedouins, as a general 
The rule, caU the mountains not by any distinctive name, 

WWys. but after the valleys or wsldys which surround them. 
It is necessary to use this Arabic name, because there is no 
English word which exactly corresponds to the idea expressed 
by it. A hollow, a valley, a depression — more or less deep or 
wide or long — worn or washed by the mormtain torrents or 
winter rains for a few months or weeks in the year — such is 
the general idea of an Arabian “ wddy,” whether in the Desert 
or in Syria. The Hebrew word (nachal), which is as nearly as 
possible the correlative of the W&dy of the Arabic, is imfor- 
tunately confounded in our translation witli a distinct word 
(nahar) under the common version of “river,” though Occa- 
sionally rendered, with a greater attempt at accuracy, by the 
name of “ brook*.” 

For a few W'eeks or days in the winter these valleys present, 
it is said,.the appearance of rushing streams. A graphic de- 
scription is given of this sudden conversion of the dry bed of 

clititch-going bell ” is unkDovn in the whether dry or moist.’* It is said 

Bast ; and the is really the rude to bo deriyed £rom wadct, a ^rb of a 
cyml^ or sounding-boaid used in Greek strange signification) but of which ap< 
f^nrches^ such as are described fhrther parently the fundamental idea must be 
on in the Convent of St. Catherine. to ** perforate by water.** NacM, in 

^ The ward wddy (spelt by the French like manner is probably from dialdl, to 
is properly a ** hollow between “perforate/* 
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the Wftdy Mdsa into a thundenng mountain torrent, in Miss 
Martineau’s account of Petra. Another such is recorded by 
Wellsted near Tdr*. The W% ShellSl (the Valley of the 
Cataracts) both in its name and aspect bears every trace of its 
\dntry cascades. But their usual aspect is absolutely bore and 
waste ; only presenting the image of thirsty desolation the more 
strikingly, from the constant indications of water which is no 
longer there. But so essentially are they, in other respects, 
the rivers of the Desert, and so entirely are they the only 
likeness to rivers which an Arab could conceive, that in Spain 
we find the name reproduced by the Arab conquerors of Anda- 
lusia: sometimes indeed fitly enough, as applied to the 
countless water-courses of southern Spain, only filled like tlie 
valleys of Arabia by a sudden descent of showers, or melting of 
snow; but sometimes to mighty rivers, to which the torrents of 
the Desert could furnish only the most general parallel. Few 
who pass to and fro along the majestic river between Cadiz and 
Seville, remember that its name is a recollection of the Desert 
far away ; the Arab could find no other appellation for the 
Baetis than that of “The Great Wddy — Guad-al-Khebir*. 

To these waterless rivers the Desert owes its boundaries, its 
form, its means of communication, as truly as the countries 
or districts of Europe owe theirs to the living streams which 
divide range from range, and nation from nation. Sometimes, 
as in the Wfl.dy Taiyibeh and the WMy SeyS-1, a broad and 
winding track; sometimes, as in the Wddy Musa, closed 


^ Quoted in Bitter, Sinai, p. 456. 

* A still more remarkable instance of 
this Tiolent adaptation of the scanty nO' 
meuclature of the Desert to the varied 
features of European scenery has been 
pointed out by M. Engelhardt, in his 
learned work on the valleys of Monte 
EO'sa. It appears that in the ninth and 
tenth centuries the valley of Saas was 
ooenpied by a band of Saracens ; and M, 
Engelhaidt ingeniously, though in one 
or two instances fancifully, derives the 
existing names of the localities in that 
v^ley from these strange occupants. 
Ajfnongst these are the Monte ilforo-— the 
Pass of the Moors—the two villages or 
sjsltionB of Almagal, and the mountain 
oif Mitchebel; of which the former, by 
tAe likeness of its first syllable to the 


Arabian article alf tho latter of its ter- 
mination to the word jehel^ certainly 
confirm the hypothesis. But the most 
curious and the most probable is the 
name of the huge glacier through which 
rushes the wOd torrent of the Visp, 
Hardly two objects less like can be con- 
ceived than that mass of ice, with ite 
lake reflecting the glaciers in the tranquil 
water, and the abundant stream gushing 
from its bosom, on the one hand; and 
on the other hand, the scanty rivulet or 
pool in the hot rocky bed of tho Deser^ 
fringed with palm or acacia. But this 
was the only image which the Arabs had 
of a source or spring of a river. And 
‘*Al-al-*Ain,’* accor^ngly, is the pre- 
sent name the glacier of their Alpine 
valley. 



between overatcWiiLg cliflfe; sometimes, as in 
ShejUi, leaving a vast margin on each side, such as in a happier 
soil and climate would afford pasturage for a thousand cattle; 
sometimes, as in the Wddj Sidri, expanding into a level space, 
where, in Switzerland and Westmoreland, the surroimding 
precipices would descend, not as there, on a waste of sand or 
gravel, but on a bright lake; they yet all have this in common, 
that they are the high roads of the Desert : the stations, the 
tribes, the mountains, are as truly along their banks, and 
distinguished by their courses, as if they were rivers or rail 
roads* By observing their peculiarities, their points of 
junction, and their general direction, any one who had once 
traversed ; the route from Cairo to ‘Petra, would probably find 
his way back without any great risk or diiB&culty* And, as in 
western countries, amongst a variety of lesser streams there is 
generally one commanding river which absorbs all the rest, and 
serves as the main line of communication for the whole region, 
so it is with the wftdys of the Desert. Urn Shaumer, St. 
Catherine, and Serb&l, are not more decisively the dominant 
summits of the Sinaitic mountains, than is the WMy es-Sheykh 
— the valley of the saint ” — ^the queen of the Sinaitic rivers. 
The immense curve by which it connects the two great clusters 
of the Peninsula is as clear in reality as on the map. 

Thus the general character of the w&dys, as well as of the 
The Vege- mountains of Sinai, is entire desolation. If the moun- 
tation ; i2dns are naked Alps, the valleys are dry rivers. But 
there are exceptions in both instances. There is nearly every- 
where a thin, it might almost be said a transparent coating of 
vegetation. There are occasional spots of verdure, which 
escape notice in a general view, but for that very reason are the 
more remarkable when observed. It is said that travellers, on 
arriyiag at Lisbon from Madrid, after crossing tbe bare table- 
land of central Spain, are asked, “Do you remember that tree 
you passed on the road ? The same feeling is more strongly 
expmenced in the passage of the Desert. Not perhaps every 
single' tree, but every group of trees, lives in the tiweller's 
teceliection as distinctly as the towns and spires of civilised 
* i^tries. Accordingly, both the valleys, and (where they are 
Dttorfi), from the vallevs^ the motintains also are 
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usually named from the slight vegetation by which they are 
distingnished from each other. The highest peak of the whole 
i^nge is known by no other name than the trivial appellation 
of Um Shaumer, — *‘the mother of fennel,*' doubtless from the 
fennel which Burckhardt describes as characteristic of the 
Pehinsula. The Ras Sufsafeh, which represents, according to 
Dr. Robinson's view, the Horeb of Moses, is the ‘^willow- 
head,** from the group of two or three willows which grow in 
the Wady Sufsafeh, in its recesses. Serbal is possibly so called 
from the ser^ or myrrh, which creeps over its ledges up to the 
very summit. And (judging by this analogy) the most probable 
origin even of the ancient “ Sinai ** is the seneh or acacia, with 
which, as we know, it then abounded. The Wndy Abdr 
Hamad — the “ father of fig-trees ’* — is from the old fig-tree in 
its deep clefts ; the Wady Sidri from its bushes of wild thorn*; 
the Wady Seyal from the acacia; the Wady Taiyibeh, from the 
“ goodly** water and vegetation it contains*. 

The more definitely marked spots of verdure, however, are 
the accompaniments not of the empty beds of winter The 
torrents, but of the few living, perhaps perennial Springs, 
springs, which by the mere fact of their rarity, assume an 
importance difficult to be understood in the moist scenery of 
the West and North. These springs, whose sources are for 
the most part high up in the mountain clefts, occasionally send 
down into the wadys rills of water, which however scanty — • 
however little deserving of the name even of brooks*— -yet 
become immediately the nucleus of whatever vegetation the 
desert produces. Often their course can be traced, not by 
visible water, but a track of moss here, a fringe of rushes there, 

* See Bitter, Sinai, pp. 346, 748. it rises; “Matt” being the proYinciai 

^ The names of the Alps are, for the word for meadow or mead, of which it is 
most part, derived from some peculiarity in fact only another form^'-as in An-der- 
of the mountain*^he Wetterhorn, Silber- the village on the mead of the St. 

horn, the Jungfrau, Mont Blanc, and the Gothard Pass. The German name of the 
like. ' But one of the most striking has mountain is thus “the peak of the 
received its name, like those Arabian mcadov;^,” as the Italian name (for a 
hills, from the vegetation of the valleys similar reason) is Monte Silvio— -the 
at : foot. The marveUous peak of Mountain of the Forests. 

“ the, Matterhorn ” is so called, not from ^ Riippell notices four perennial brooks: 
its extraordinary formation and shape, 1. The W&dy el-* Ain. 2. The Wddy 
but fr^oim the f^t that the first view of Salaka. 3. The W4dy Feirfin. 4. The 
it usdidly obtained brings it before us in Wfidy Hibr&n. 1 only saw the first and 
eonnei^on with the green pastures and third. See Part II. ti* vii. adu / 
woodt Vof Matt or &r-Mati^ above which 



ifi Bolit^ palm, a group of acacias— whicli at once denote that 
to unseen life is at work. Wherever these springs are to h^ 
found, there, we cannot doubt, must always have been the 
resort of the wanderers in the Desert; and they occur at such 
jfrequent intervals, that, after leaving Suez, there is at least one 
such spot in each successive day's journey. In two of the 
great wadys which lead from the first beginnings of the Sinai 
range to the Gulf of Suez — Ghurundel, and Useit with its con- 
tinuation of the Wttdy Taijribeh — such tracts of vegetation are 
to be found in considerable luxuriance. In a stiU greater degree 
is this the case in all the various wadys leading down from the 
Sinai range to the Gulf of ’Akaba— of which the Wady el-’Ain 
is described by Ruppell and by Miss Martineau; the Wady 
Sumghy by Dr. Eobinson; and the Wady Kyd by Burckhardt 
— in ^ of which this union of vegetation with the fantastic 
scenery of the desolate mountains presents a combination as 
beautiful as it is extraordinary. In three spots, however, in 
the Desert, and in three only so far as appears, this vege- 
tation is brought by the concurrence of the general configura- 
tion of the country to a still higher pitch. By far the most 
remarkable collection of springs is that which renders the 
clusters of Jebel Musa the chief resort of the Bedouin tribes 
during the summer heats. Four abundant sources in the 

mountains immediately above the Convent of St. 

Otifiofi ^ 

Catiberine must always have made that region one of 
the most frequented of the Desert. The two other exceptions 
are of a different character. It has been already observed that, 
in order fully to understand the geography of Sinai, we must 
combine it with the geography of the neighbouring countries. 
Every one has heard of tlie Oasis of Ammon, in the western 
desert of the Nile. What that oasis is on a great scale may be 
seen on a small scale elsewhere ; namely, deep depressions of 
tile high table-land, which thus become the receptacles of all 
the rain and torrents, and consequently of the vegetation and 
the life, of the whole of that portion of the Desert. These 
oases, Aerefore, are to he found wherever the waters^om the 
different wadys or hills, whether from winter-streams, or from 
. snob living springs as have just been described, Converge to 
a common reservoir; One such oaris in the Sinaitio desert 
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seems to be the palm-grove of El-Wady at Tur*, — the sea-port 
half-way down the Gulf of Suez,— -which receives all the waters 
which flow down from the higher range of Sinai to the sea. 
The other, and the more important, is the Wady Feir&n, high 
up in the table-land of Sinai itself; but apparently receiving all 
the waters which, from the springs and torrents of tlie central 
cluster of Mount Sinai, flow through the Wddy es-Sheykh into 
this basin, where their further exit is forbidden by the rising 
ground in the Wady Feir&n*. These two green spots are the 
oases of Sinai, and with the nucleus of springs in Jebel Musa, 
form the three chief centres of vegetation in the Peninsula. 

II. This is the general conformation of the scenery through 
which the Israelites passed. Even if their precise General 
route were unknown, yet the peculiar features of the 
country have so much in common that the history tory. 
would still receive many illustrations. They were brought 
into contact with a desolation, to them the more remarkable by 
its contrast with the green valley of the Nile. They The 
were enclosed within a sanctuary of temples and 
pyramids not made with hands, — the more awful from its total 
dissimilarity to anything which they or their fathers could have 
remembered in Egypt or in Palestine. They were wrapt in a 
silence which gave full effect to the morning and the evening 
shout with which the encampment rose and pitched ; and still 
moye to the “thunders, and the voice exceeding loud^* on the 
top of Horeb. The Prophet and his People were thus secluded 
fropa all former thoughts and associations, that 

Separate from the world, his breast 
Might duly take and strongly keep 
The print of Heaven, to be exprest 
Ere long on Sion’s steep V* 


Not less illustrative, though perhaps less explanatory, of the 
more special incidents recorded, are some of the more local 


' pnrckhardt (Arabia, ix. 362) de- 
aeribes the ixalm-grove as so thick that 
he ejl^nld hardly find his way through it. 
It ia two miles from the village of TCur, 
in a ialley called emphatically, El- WMy^ 
“rfcWfidy.” (Wellsted, ii. 9.) 

* fee Part II. vi! Tfir I did not see. 

• ICeble’s Christiaii Year, 13th Sun- 
day itfter Trinity. I have everywhere 


quoted fx'om this work the illuatralaoiw 
it contains of Scripture scenery, not only 
because of its wide circulation, but be- 
cause the careful attention of its learned 
author to all local allusions renders it 
almost a duty to test these allusicaiB, 
whenever opportunity occurs, by reference 
to the localities themselves. 

0 2 
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|i^tiliarities of the Desert. The occasional springs, and weUs» 
and brooks, are in accordance with the notices of the waters- ’ 
of Marah ; the * springs * (mistranslated wells ”) of Elim ; the 
brook ” of Horeb ; the “ well of Jethro’s daughters, with its 
** troughs ” or tanks, in Midian*. The vegetation is still that 
which we should infer from the Mosaic history. The wild 
Acacia {Mimosa Nilotica), under the name of “ sfmt,” everywhere 
represents the “ seneh ” or “ senna ” of the Burning Bush*. A 
sUghfly different form of the tree, equally common under the 
name of “ sayal,” is the ancient “ Shittah*,” or, as more usually 
expressed in the plural form (from the tangled thickets into 
which its stem expands), the “ Shittim^,” of which the taber- 
nacle was made, — an incidental proof, it may be observed, of 
the aiitiquity <of the institution, inasmuch as the acacia, though 
the chief growth of the Desert, is very rare in Palestine*. The 
**Eetem,” or wild broom, with its high canopy and white 
blossoms, gives its name to one of the stations of the Israelites 
(Rithmah*), and is the very shrub under which — in the only 
subsequent passage which connects the Desert with the history 
of Israel — Elijah slept^ in his wanderings. The “ palms ” — not 
the graceful trees of Egypt, but the hardly less picturesque wild 
palms* of uncultivated regions, with their dwarf trunks and 
shaggy branches, — vindicate by their appearance the title of 
being emphatically the “ trees ” of the Desert ; and therefore, 
whether in the cluster of the seventy palm-trees of the second 
station of the wanderings*, or in the grove, which still exists at 
the head of the Gulf of ’Akaba*, were known by the generic: 
name of ‘‘ Elim/’ ‘‘Elath,” or ‘‘ Eloth*,”— “ the trees.” The 


^ Kx. XT. 23, 27 ; Deut. is. 21 : Ex. 
il 16. 


^ Ex. iii. 2 ; Deut. xxxiii. 16. See 
Part 11. iv. 

® Isa. xli. 19. 


* Exod. XXT. 6, 10, 13 ; xxvi. 26 ; 
xxril. 1, 6, Ac. 

* The gum which exudes from it is 
said to be the old Arabian frankincense, 
iind is brought nom Sinai by TOr. See 
Clarke’s Travels, vol. v. 76. 

^ Numb, xxxiii. 18, 19. 

^ 1 Kings xix. 4, mistranslated *'jn- 
It is the ** spartium juncum’* of 
liwtueus. In Job xxx. 4, it is described 
Jks the food of the wild inhabitants of 


Edom when driven into the desert. The 
word is also used in Ps. cxx. 4. See 
Part II. iv. xii. 

^ The palms in the palm^groves at Thr 
are all registered. Property in them is 
capital ; marriage portions are given in 
dates, like tulips in Holland. (Henniker, 
p. 217.) • 

® Exod. XV. 27; xvi. 1; Num. xxxiii. 9. 

^ Dent. ii. 8 ; 1 Kings ix. Ski; 2 Kings 
xiv. 22 ; xvi. 6 ; 2 Clir. viji. 17 ; xxvi. 2. 

* It is the same word which in IPhles* 
tine is nsed habitnally for the ilest or 
tcrelnn;l.h ; an instructive change^ becattse 
the t^ebinth is as emphatically the dis- 
tinguished tree (if one may so say) of 
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OP tamarisk, is not mentioned by name in the history 
of the Exodus ; yet, if the tradition of the Greek Church and 
of the Arabs be adopted, it is inseparably connected with the 
wanderings by the “manna** which distils from it, as gum- 
arabic from the acacia. It is also brought witliin the limit 
of their earlier history by the grove of “ tamarisks,*’* which 
Abraham planted round the wells of Beersheba, as soon as he 
had exchanged the vegetation of Palestine — the oaks of Moreli 
and of Mamre, — for the wild and scanty shrubs of the desert 
frontier. The lasaf or a«a/, the caper plant, the bright green 
creeper which climbs out of the fissures of the rocks in 
the Sinaitic volleys*, has been identified on grounds of great 
probability with the “ hyssop ** or ezoh of Scripture, and 
thus explains whence came the green branches used, even 
ip the Desert, for sprinkling the water over the tents of the 
Israelites*. 

Again, it has often been asked whether there are any natural 
phenomena by which the wonders of the giving of the ^ 

Law can be explained or illustrated. There are at caipheno- 
first sight many appearances which, to an unpractised 
eye, seem indications of volcanic agency. But they are aU, it is 
believed, illusory. The vast heajis, as of calcined mountains, 
are only the detritus of iron in the sandstone formation*. The 
traces of igneous action on the granite rocks belong to tliefr 


Palestiiie, as tlio palm is of the Desert. 
See Chapter II. 

l; The “Eshel” of Cen. xxi. 33. It 
ifi also used in 1 Sam. xxil. 6, for a tree 
at liamah ; and in 1 Sam. xxxi. 13, for 
a tree at Jahesh, which in 1 Chron. x, 12, 
is called an * ‘ oak ’* (Elah). This last ex- 
ample perhaps throws doubt on the pre- 
vious nsage. But it can hardly be doubted 
that the Tamarisk is intended in Gen. 
xxi. 33. See Part II. iv., and Appendix. 

^ Bitter, Sinai, 345, 761. I remember 
it especially in the W4dy Shelld^l, theWfldy 
el-^Ain, and the Sik at Petra. (See Part 
II. pp. 70, 80, 89.) To us, as to Lepsius 
and rorskal, the B^ouin name seemed to 
be iMiaf or Laaef, But it is the same as 
Butokhardl^ Preytag, and Richardson give 
under the name of Aizef and Asaf; and 
the other form is probably only a oomip- 
tioe of Ql-a 4 af Journal of B. Asiat. 

Noi XT* 203). The arguments in 


favour of the identification ore thoe 
summed up by Professor Boyle. “ It is 
found in Lower Egypt, in the Deserts of 
Sinai. . . . Its habit is to grow on the most 
barren soil, or rocky precipice, or the side 
of a wall. ... It has, moreover, always 
been supposed to possess cleansing pro- 
I)erties, fespecially in cutaneous disorders, 
Pliny, H. N., xx. 15]. . . It is capable 
of yielding a stick, to which the sponge 
might be affixed.** (Journal of R. Asiat. 
Soc., No. XV. p. 202.) The word 
seems to have been used by the LXX 
as the Gheek name most nearly resemb* 
ling the Hebrew exoh in sound, though 
differing in sense. Thus Bap<s is used 
and Bwjuor for “ Bcmah'* 

® Num. xix. 18. 

^ See Part II. vi. I ought per^pg to 
notice tiie * * hot springs ** of the Pehinsuls^ 
which however are^ I believe^ all on the 
coask , ^ 
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first upheaving, not to any subsequent convulsions. Every- 
where there are signs of the action of water, nowhere of 
firet On the other hand, the tremendous thunderstorms re- 
verberated amongst the mountains have greatly impressed on 
those who have heard them the likeness to “the voice of the 
trumpet,” the “trembling of the earth,” the “blackness and 
thick darkness*.” The mysterious sounds which have been 
mentioned on Um Shaumer and Jebel Musa, may also be in 
some way connected with the terrors described in the Mosaic 
narrative. If there is such a connection, additional proof 
is furnished of the historical truth of the narrative. If not, it 
must rest, as heretofore, on its own internal evidence. 

Finally, the relation of the Desert to its modern inhabitants 
Thepi-^ent is still illustrative of its ancient history. The general 
inhabitants. Uame* by which the Hebrews called “ the wilderness,” 
including always that of Sinai, was “ the pasture.” Bare as 
the surface of the Desert is, yet the thin clothing of vegetation 
which is seldom entirely withdrawn, especially the aromatic 
shrubs on the high hill sides, furnishes sufficient sustenance 
for the herds of the six thousand Bedouins who constitute the 
present population of the Peninsula. 

“ Along the mountain ledges green, 

The scattered sheep at will may glean 
The Desert’s spicy stores V* 


So were they seen following the daughters or the shepherd- 
slaves of Jethro. So may they be seen climbing the rocks, 
or gathered round the pools and springs of the valleys, under 
the charge of the black- veiled Bedouin women of the present 
day. And in tlie Tiyahah, Tawdrali, or 'Alawin tribes, with 
their chiefs and followers, their dress, and manners, and 
liabitations, we probably see the likeness of the Midianites, 
tire Amalekites, and the Israelites themselves in this their 
earliest stage of existence. The long straight lines of 
black tents which cluster round the Desert springs present 
to us on a small scale the image of the vast encampment 

I Tent and Khan, 239. ’ Ohriatian Year, 5th Sunday in Lent. 

* ‘♦Midbar.” See Appendix, 
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gathered round the one Sacred Tent which> with its cover- 
ings of dyed sldns^ stood conspicuous in the midst> and 
which recalled the period of their nomadic life long after 
their settlement in Palestine*. The deserted villages — marked 
by rude enclosures of stone — are doubtless such as those 
to which the Hebrew wanderers gave the name* of Hazeroth/' 
and which afterwards famished the type of the primitive 
sanctuary at Shiloh*. The rude burial-grounds, with the 
many nameless head-stones, far away from human habita- 
tion, are such as the host of Israel must have left behind 
them at the different stages of their progress — at Massah, 
at Sinai, at Kibroth-hattaavah, ‘‘ the graves of desire*.** The 
salutations of the chiefs, in their bright scarlet robes, the 
one “ going out to meet the other,** the “ obeisance,’* the 
kiss ” on each side the head, the silent entrance into the 
tent for consultation, are all graphically described in the 
encounter between Moses and Jethro®. The constitution of 
the tribes, with the subordinate degrees of sheykhs, recom- 
mended by Jethro to Moses, is the very same which still exists 
amongst those who are possibly his lineal descendants — the 
gentle race of the TawS-rah*. 

As we pass from the Desert to its inhabitants, a question 
naturally arises — How far can we be sure that we 
have the same outlines, and colours, and forms, thef^torefi 
that were presented to those who wandered through 
these mountains and valleys three thousand years 
ago ? It might at first sight seem, that in this, as in other 
respects, the interest of the Desert of Sinai would be unique ; 
that here, more than in any other great stage of historical 
events, the outward scene must remain precisely as it w^as; 

. that the convent of Justinian with its gardens, the ruins 
oir Paran, with the remains of hermits* cells long since deso- 
late, are the only alterations which human hands have 
iiitroduced into these wild solitudes. Even tlie Egyptian 

^ ' 1 Chron. xxi. 29 ; 2 Chron. i. 8. called by the Arabs Turbet es Yaboad 
I*' See p. 81, and Appendix, OhcU^ (graves ofthe Jews), near the WidyFeiran, 

and WAdy Berah. 

See Chapter V. ® Exodus xriii. 7. 

Dr. SteVart, Tent and Khan, pp. • Bitter, Sinai, pp. 986, 987. 

9^ 159, mentions circular cairns, as 
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ixi^numents and sculptares wliich are carved out of the sand« 
atone rocks were already 4here, as the Israelites passed 
by~memorials at once of their servitude and of their 
deliverance. But a difficulty has often been stated that 
renders it necessary somewhat to modify this assumption 
of absolute identity between the ancient and modern Desert. 
The question is asked — ‘‘How could a tribe, so numerous 
and powerful as, on any hypothesis, the Israelites must 
have been S be maintained in this inhospitable desert?” It 
is no answer to say that they were sustained by miracles; 
for except the manna, the quails, and the three interventions 
in regard to water, none such are mentioned in the Mosaic 
history ; and if we have no warrant to take away, we have 
no w^rant to add. Nor is it any answer to say that this 
'difficulty is a proof of the impossibility, and therefore of 
the unhistorical character of the narrative. For, as Ewald 
has well shown, the general truth of the wanderings in the 
wilderness is an essential preliminary to the whole of the 
subsequent history of Israel. Much may be allowed for the 
spread of the tribes of Israel far and wide through the whole 
Peninsula, and also for the constant means of support from 
their own flocks and herds. Something, too, might be elicited 
from the undoubted fact that a population nearly if not 
quite equal to the whole permanent population of the Penin- 
sula does actually pass through the Desert, in the caravan 
of the five thousand African Pilgrims on their way to Mecca. 
But amongst these considerations, it is important to observe 
what indications there may be of the mountains of Sinai 
having ever been able to furnish greater resources than at 
present. These indications are well summed up by Ritter*. 
There is no doubt that the vegetation of the w&dys has con- 
siderably decreased. In part, this would be an inevitable 
effect of the violence of the winter torrents. The trunks 

’ In spite of the diffienlties attending criUcal inyestigation of this^istory in- 
VLpon the statement of the 600, 000 armed dines to adopt the nmabers of 000, 000 as 
nsen, ai given in the •Pentateuch, and the authentic. Geschichttf (2nd edit.) 

nneertamty always attached to attaining ii. 61, 253, 359. 
exa^ statements of numbers in any an- ^ JUtter, Sinai, pp. 926, 927. See 
dent test, in any calculation of this also Captain AUen*s Dead Sea,*’ vcL U. 
hind, yet the most recent and the most 290--29d. 
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of palm-trees .washed up on the shore of the Dead Sea, 
from which the living tree has now for many centuries dis- 
appeared, show what may have been the devastation’ produced 
amongst those mountains, where the . floods, especidly in 
earlier times, must have been violent to a degree unknown 
in Palestine; whilst the peculiar cause — the impregnation of 
salt — which has preserved the vestiges of the older vege- 
tation there, has here, of course, no existence. The traces 
of such a destruction were pointed out to Burckhardt on the 
eastern side of Mount Sinai*, as having occurred within half a 
centuiy before his visit ; also to Wellsted*, as having occurred 
near Tdr, in 1832. In part, the same result has followed 
from the reckless waste of the Bedouin tribes — reckless in 
destroying, and careless in replenishing. A fire, a pipe, lit 
under a grove of Desert trees, may clear away the vegetation of 
a whole valley. 

The acacia trees have been of late years ruthlessly de- 
stroyed by the Bedouins for the salce of charcoal ; especially 
since they have been compelled by the Pasha of Egypt to 
pay a tribute in charcoal for an assault committed on the 
Mecca caravan in the year 1823*. Charcoal from the acacia 
is, in fact, the chief, perhaps it might be said the only, 
traffic of the Peninsula, Camels are constantly met, loaded 
with this wood, on the way between Cairo and Suez. And 
as this probably has been carried on in great degree by 
the monks of the convent, it may account for the fact, 
that whereas in the valleys of the western and tlie eastern 
clusters this tree abounds more or less, yet in the central 
cluster itself, to which modern tradition certainly, and geo- 
graphical considerations probably, point as the mountain of 
the burning * thorn,' and the scene of the building of the Ark 
and all the utensils of the Tabernacle from this very wood, 
there is now not a single acacia to be seen. . If this be so, the 
greater abundance of vegetation would, as is well known, have 
fciiiished a greater abundance of water, and this again would 
r^act on the vegetation, from which the means of subsistence 
w^ld be procured. How much may be done by a careful use 

i Burckhardt, p. SSS. • Euppell, p. 190, 

* Wellited. U. 15. 



dl tdch water and such soil as the l>e6ert supplies, may he 
seen by the only two spots to which, now, a diligent and pi^id-^ 
dent attehtion is paid ; namely, the gardens at the Wells of 
Moses, under the care of the French and English agents from 
Suez, and the gardens in the valleys of Jebel Mdsa, under 
the care of the Greek monks of the convent of St* Catherine. 
Even as late as the seventeenth century, if we may trust the 
expression of Moncony sS the Wady er-Bahah in front of the 
convent, now entirely bare, was “ a vast green plain,” — f‘ une 
grande champagne verte” And that there was in ancient times 
a greater population than at present — ^which would, again, by 
thus furnishing heads and hands to consider and to cultivate 
these spots of vegetation, tend to increase and to preserve 
them<-may be inferred from several indications*. The Amalek- 
ites, who contested the passage of the Desert with Israel were, 
— ^if we may draw any inferences from this very fact, as well as 
from their wide-spread name and power even to the time of 
Saul and David, and from the allusion to them in Balaam’s 
prophecy as ‘‘ the first of the nations,” — something more than 
a mere handful of Bedouins. The Egyptian copper-mines and 
monuments and hieroglyphics, in Sfirabit el-Khadim and the 


* Journal des Voyages, p. 420. 

^ In the question of the maintonance 
of the Isn^kielites, it is impossible to aroid 
considering the question of the identity 
of Uie present manna with that described 
* in the Mosaio history. The hypothesis of 
their identity, it must be remembered, is 
no modem fancy ; but was believed by 
Josephus (Ant. III. i, 6) and has always 
been maintained by the Greek Chui-ch in 
its representatives at the Convent of St. 
Catherine ; and portions of it have been 
by them deliberately sold as such to 
pilgrims and travellers for many centu- 
ries. It must be acknowledged, with 
aU deference to so ancient a tradition, 
t^t the only arguments in its favour are 
the name and the locality in wliich it is 
found. An exudation like honey, pro- 
, duced by insects from-tl^ leaves of the 
.tamarisk, used only for medicinal pur- 
; poi^, and &liingonthe ground only from. 
a^eid^t or neglect, and at present pro- 
duct in sufficient quantities only to sup- 
port one man for six months, has obviously 
but few points of similarity with the 


** small round thing, small as the hoar- 
frost on the ground ; like coriander seed, 
white, its taste like wafers made with 
honey ; gathered and ground in mUUf 
and beat in a mortar ^ baked in pans and 
made into calces^ and its taste as the 
taste of fresh oil and spoken of as 
forming at least a considerable part of 
the sustenance of a vast caravan like that 
of the Israelites. AU the arguments in 
favour of the ancient view of the identity 
may be seen in Hitter (pp, 665—695), 
aU those in favour of the modem view of 
tho diversity of the two kinds of manna, 
in Robinson (vol. i. p. 170) and Lsborde 
(Commentary on Exodus and Numbers, 
p. 97). So far as the argument against 
its identity depends on its insufficienoy, 
the greater abundance of vegetation, and 
therefore of tarfa trees, sh^d be taken 
into account. And it should 1^ observed, 
that the manna found in Kurdist^ and 
Persia fhr more nearly corresponda to the 
Mosaic account, and also is asserted by 
the Bedouins and others to fall fresh from 
heaven (Wellsted, il 46). 
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Wftdy a degree of intercourse between Egypt 

and tbe Peninsula in the earliest days of Egypt, of which aU 
Other traces have long ceased. The ruined cities of Edom 
in the mountains east of the *Arabah, and the remains and 
history of Petra itself, indicate a traffic and a population in 
these remote regions which now seems to ns almost incon^ 
ceivahle. And even much later times, extending to tlio sixtiii 
and seventh centuries of our era, exliibit signs both of move- 
ments and habitations which have long ago ceased ; such as 
the writings of Christian pilgrims on the rocks, whether in the 
Sinaitic characters, in Greek, or in Arabic ; as well as the 
numerous remains of cells, gardens, houses, chapels, and 
churches, now deserted and ruined, both in the neighbourhood 
of Jebel Musa and of SerbM. It must be confessed that 
none of these changes solve the difficulty, though they may 
mitigate its force ; but they at least help to meet it, and they 
must under any circumstances be borne in mind, to modify the 
image which we form to ourselves of what must always have 
been — as it is even thus early described to be— a great and 
terrible wilderness.” 

III. And now, is it possible to descend into details, and to 
ascertain the route by which tlie Israelites passed — 
oyer the Eed Sea, and then through the Desert to ditlons of 
Palestine ? First, can we be guided by tradition ? *^*<^*y* 

In other words, has the recollection of those great events formed 
jmrt of the historical consciousness and tradition of the Desert, 
or has it been merely devised in later times from conjectures 
^ther of the Greek monks and hermits of Sinai speculating on 
the words of the Old Testament, or of the Bedouin ^ 
chiefs applying here and there a fragment of their tradition. 
Imowledge of the Koran? Such a question can only be 
authoritatively answered by a traveller who, with a complote 
libowledge of Arabic, has sifted and compared the various 
legends and stories of the several tribes of the Peninsula. But 
fl^y one, by combining his own experience, however slight, 
i|ith the accounts of previous travellers, Ifepecially of Burck- 
b^rdt, may form an approximation to the truth. From what- 
4^er source it be derived, there is unquestionably a general 
{||mosphere of Mosaic tradition everywhere. From I'etra to 
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Cairo— from the northern platform of the peninsula to its 
tea^^tioni extremity, the name and the story of Moses 

of Moses, are still predominant* There are tlie two groups of 
" Wells of Moses,” one on each side the Gulf of Suez — there 
are the ‘‘ Baths of Pharaoh ” — and the “Baths of Moses ” further 
down the coast ; there is the “ Seat of Moses,” near Bes&tin, and 
in the Wddy es-Sheykli ; there is the “ Mountain of Moses ” in 
the cluster of Sinai ; the “ Cleft of Moses ” in Mount St. Cathe- 
rine; the “Valley” and the “Cleft of Moses ” at Petra; the 
“ Island of Pharaoh,” or of “ Moses,” in the Gulf of ’Akaba. 
There is the romantic story told to Burckhardt*, that the 
soughing of wind down the Pass of Nuweibi’a, on that gulf, 
is the wailing of Moses as he leaves his loved mountains; 
there, is the “ Hill of Aaron,” at the base of the traditional 
Horeb ; the “ Tomb of Aaron,” at the summit of the “ Moun- 
tain of Aaron,” overhanging Petra. It is possible, too, that 
the plateau of the Tih, or the AVanderings, on the north of the 
Peninsula — the valley of the Tih, with the Mountain qf 
Gharbiln (Doubt), on the southern road from Cairo to Suez 
— ^and the Jebel ’Atukah, or Mountain of Deliverance, between 
that valley and Suez, have reference to the wanderings and the 
escape of Israel. But these latter names may perhaps have 
originated in the dangers and deliverances of the Mecca 
pilgrimage. 

Two circumstances throw doubt on the continuity of this 
tradition. The first is, that hardly in one instance do the 
actual localities bear the names preserved in the Old Testa- 
Loasofthe These names are frequent and precise. The 

ancient different regions of the Desert which are indicated by 
names. their natural features, as above described, all seem to 
have had their special nomenclatures. All these as general 
names have perished. One name only, that of Paran, has 
lingered in the valley and city of that name — apparently the 
same as that corrupted into Feirdn. The names of the 
particular station^ 'vj^hich are given both in th^ general 
narrative, and in tm8 special enumeration in the 33ra chapter 
of the Book of Numbers, have also disappeared. There are 


^ Borckluurdt^ p. 517- 



tmtsmtk OF sinai. 






three possible exceptions : the defile of Muktaia may be a. 
corruption of Migdol; Ajerud of Pi-hahiroth; Ilitderak of 
Hazeroth. But these are all doubtful, and of the others, even 
the most celebrated, Marali, Elim, and Rephidim, no trace 
remains. More remarkable still, perhaps, if we did not 
remember how very rarely mountains retain their nomen* 
clature from age to age, is the disappearance of the names 
of Horeb and Sinai*. What was the original meaning or 
special appropriation of these two names it is difficult to 
determine*. Horeb is probably the “ Mountain of the Dried- 
up Ground;” Sinai the “Mountain of the Thorn.” Either 
name applies, therefore, almost equally to the general aspect 
or to the general vegetation of the whole range. But both 
are now superseded by the fanciful appellations which attach 
to each separate peak, or by the common name of “ Tfir,” in 
which all are merged alike. 

The names now given to the mountains, as before observed^ 
are chiefly derived either from the adjacent wadys, or from their 
peculiar vegetation. Some few are called from some natural 
peculiarity, such as, Jebel Hammam, so called from 
the warm springs at its foot; or Tdset Sfidr, from its nameg. 
cuplike shape. Some, however, both of the wMys and the 
mountains, are called from legendary or historical events 
attached to them. Such are the AV&dy es-Sheykh*, — ^the 
central valley of the Peninsula, which derives its name from 
the tomb of Sheykh Saleh ; the Jebel el-Benftt — the “ Moun* 
tain of the Damsels,” so called from a story of two Bedouin 


^ iOne of the most intelligent guides I 
€Yer saw in any mountain country — 
Sh^kh Zeddan, Sheykh of SerhAl — who 
accompanied us to the top of that monn* 
tain^ was wholly unacquainted with the 
names of Horeb and Sinai ; and this 
aeemed to he the general rule. But it 
must he observed, that in Niebuhr's time 
tho 4rabs spoke of the whole cluster now 
called “Tdr'* as “TCr Sina” (Descrip- 
tion de TArahie, p. 200) : and the little 
Ara]^ guides of the convent (as will be 
noti^ afterwards, see p. 42) gave to one 
par^cttlar peak the name of Sena.'* 

- The special use of Horeb ” and 
” in the Old Testament has often 
beeil discussed. It appears to me that 
lbis ||iepends rather on a distinction of 


usage than of place. 1. in Exod]M, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Judges, Siiutim 
always and exclusively used for the scene 
of the Giving of the Law ; I/oreb being only 
used twice — ^for the scene of the Burning 
Bush, and of the Striking of the Eock. 
(Sx. Ui. 1, xvii. 6, are doubtful; ISx, 
xxxiii. 6, is ambiguous.) 2. In Deutero- 
nomy, JJoreb is substitu^ for Sinait the 
former being always used, the latter never, 
for the hlountaln of the Law. 3. In the 
Fsalms, the'twdl^ used indifferently for 
the Mountain of Law. 4. In I Kingsxixi. 
8, itisimpossibletodetermine to what part, 
if to any special part, Jfforeh is applied. For 
a farther discussion of the subject, see 
Lepsius* Letters, p. 317. Bwald, ii. 84. 

* Seep. 66; Partll. p. 78. 
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sisters having, in a fit of disappointed love, twisted their hkir 
together, and leaped from the two peaks of the mountaiii-^ 
which, in all probability, originated the legend; the Jebel 
Katherin, or Mountain of St. Catherine, the scene of the 
miraculous translation of the body of that saint from Alex- 
andria. This nomenclature suggests the likelihood that the 
various names before mentioned in connection with the Mosaic 
history are comparatively modern. If the monks of the convent 
have been able so completely to stamp the name of St. Cathe- 
rine bn one of their peaks, there is no reason to doubt that 
they may have been equally able to stamp the name of Moses 

on the other*. IG ^ 1 ^ 

But, secondly, the moment that the Arab traditions of Moses 

Variations examined in detail, they are too fantastic to be 
of tradi- treated seriously. They may well be taken as repre- 
senting some indistinct or mysterious impressions left 
by that colossal figure as he passed before the vision of their 
ancestors. But it is not possible to apply them for verification 
of special events or localities. The passage of the Red Sea, as 
Niebuhr has well remarked, is fixed wherever the traveller puts 
the question to his Arab guides. The Wells of Moses,'' the 
"Baths of Pharaoh,” the " Baths of Moses,” all down the Gulf 
of Suez ; and tlie “ Island of Pharaoh,” in the Gulf of 'Aliaba, 
equally derive their names from traditions of tlie passage at 
each of these particular spots. The "warm springs of 
Pharaoh” are his last breath as the waves passed over 
him; the "Wells of Moses,” the " Baths of Moses,” the great 
" Clefts of Moses ” on St. Catherine, and at Petra, are equally 
the results of Moses’ rod. The " Mountain of Moses ” is so 
called, not so much from any tradition of the Giving of the 
Law, as because it is supposed to contain in the cavity of tlie 
granite rock tlie impression of his back, as he hid liimself from 
the presence of God. His visit to Sinai is apparently separated 


^ At the same time it is impossible 
not to remark the much |Nater slowness 
with which foreign traditions strike root 
here than would be the case in Europe. 
8hice BurckhardVs time, the spring of 
HawAxah has been generally assumed to be 
Marah. Had this spring been in England, 
Italy, or Greece the place would long 


before this hare received the name of 
Marah, which travellers ahS guides are 
anxious to impose upon it. But here, in 
spite of the endeavours made by eveiyp^y 
that passes to extract a confession of the 
desir^ nax^ ** Haw&rah** it is^ and 
probably will remain. 
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from that of the Children of Israel, who, according to tlie 
Bedonin story, occupied the whole forty years in vainly endea- 
vouring to cross the platform of the Tih. 

3. If the Arab tradition fails in establishing particular locali- 
ties, so does also the Greek tradition as preserved in oreektra- 
the convent. How far in earlier times the monks were ditioiw. 
better guides than they are at present, it is difficult to deter* 
mine. At present, and as far back as the modern race of 
travellers extends, there is probably no branch of the vast 
fraternity of ciceroni so unequal to their task as the twenty- 
one monks of tlie most interesting convent in the world. 
Exiles from the islands in the Greek Archipelago ; rebels 
‘ against monastic rules at home; lunatics sent for recovery; 
none as a general rule remaining longer tlian two or three years; 
vaih. an imperfect knowledge of Arabic, with no call upon their 
exertions, and no check upon their ignorance, they know less 
about the localities which surround them than the humblest of 
the Bedouin serfs who wait upon their bounty. It may be 
said, perhaps, that for this very reason, they may have the 
more faithfully handed down the traditions of the first inhabi- 
tants of the convent. Yet, Avhen we remember how many 
of these sites have evidently been selected for the sake of 
convenience rather than of truth, it is not easy to trust a 
tradition that has descended through such channels even for 
fifteen hundred years, unless it can render good its claim to be 
the offspring of another, which requires for its genuineness 
another fifteen hundred still. In order to bring it into the 
round of the daily sights, the cleft of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, is transferred from Kadesh Barnea to the foot of 
Horeb. The peak of Jebel Mfisa, now pointed out by them as 
the scene* of the Giving of the Law, fails to meet the most 
pressing irequirements of the narrative. Eephidim has been 
always shown within an hour’s walk instead of a day’s march 
fi^m the mountain. The monks in the last century confessed 
ot rather boasted that they had themselves invented the foot- 
mark of Mahomet’s mule, in order to seckre the devotion of 
tl|e Bedouins. The cypress, surmounted by a cross and cut 
iiito the shape of a serpent, in the court of the convent, in all 
pi^bability was intended to commemorate the really remo^ 
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evtot of the erection of the Brazen Serpent’. Tflr, and even 
*Akaba, were long shown as Elim*. 

3. There are, however, some few traces of traditions extend* 
Early lara- ing beyond the age of Justinian or of Mahomet, 
ditions, which Ought not to be disregarded. Josephus, here, 
as elsewhere, refers throughout to sources of information not 
contained in the Old Testament, yet free from the grotesque* 
ness and absurdity of the Babbinical interpretation. Eusebius 
of EuseUm Jerome also speak as if the nomenclature of the 

and Jo- Desert* was in some instances known to them, either 
by tradition or conjecture. The selection of the sites 
of the two great convents of Feirkn and St. Catherine, though 
it may have been dictated in part by the convenience of the 
neig!()ibouring water and vegetation, yet must also have been in 
part influenced by a pre-existing belief in the sanctity of those 
spots. One point there is, — ^not, indeed, in the Peninsula 
itself, but in connection with the route of the Israelites — in 
which the local tradition so remarkably coincides with every 
indication furnished by historical notices, and by the nature of 
the country, as not only to vindicate credibility for itself, but 
to lend some authority to the traditions of the Desert generally 
— the ** Mountain of Aaron,*’ in all probability tlie ‘‘ Hor ** of 
wttdre- Aaron’s grave\ The cycle of Mosaic names and 
traditions, which seems most reasonably to point to 
Hor, a genuine Arab source, is that which relates to the 
Arab chief Jethro, or (as he is called from his other name 
andJetbro. Hobab) Shu’cib. The most remarkable of these is 
the WMy Shu’eib ; according to one version, the 


^ This obserration I ewe to the accu- 
rate drawing of the convent by my friend 
Mr. Herbert Henries. 

^ Wellsted (ii. 13) says that “the 
traditions of the country assert TCr to be 
Blim, where Moses and his household 
encamped and that the Mohamedan 
pilgrims proceeding to or returning from 
Mecca, give implicit credence to the tradi- 
tion,*’ and ** believe the waters to be effi- 
cacious in removing cutaneous and other 
tropical disorders.*' This shows the im- 
IMH^ce of an accurate distinction between ' 
tlie different classes of tradition. There 
is no doubt that the Mussulmans regard 
wells as the Baths of Moses ; but the 


question is, whether they regard them an 
Elim, or whether, as is proMIe, that is 
not a name given by the Greek convent, 
to wliich the palm-grove of Tftr belongs. 

^ At the same time the rash conjecture 
that Jerome makes about the second 
encampment by the Bed Sea, (Numb, 
xxxiii. 10) shows that be was quite 
unacquainted with the details of the 
geography. He speaks of as a great 
difficulty, and solves it by imagining 
that there was a bay ruxmlng inland, or 
that a pool of water with rc^is (!) may 
possibly have been the Beedy Sea. (Ep, 
ad Fabiolam.) 

* See Fan II. xvi. 
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valley east of ifebel Musa, in whicli the convent stands 
according to another, the ravine leading down into that vaUey 
from the Eds Siifsafeh. Probably the Wady Leja on the western 
i side of the same range, and the Jebel Fureift above the plain 
Fr-Edhah, point to the two daughters of Jethro , called in the 
Arabian legends Lija and Safuria (Zipporah). There is also the 
cave of Shu’eib * on the eastern shores of the Gulf of *Akaba, 
a tradition the more remarkable as being by its situation re- 
moved from any connection with the Christian convents, and 
also being the very region which, in all probability, is the 
country described as Jethro’s Midian in the Pentateuch. 

IV. Bearing these earliest traditions in mind, whenever they 
can be traced, it may still be possible, by the internal 
evidence of the country itself, to lay down not indeed the la- 
the actual route of the Israelites in every stage, but, 
ill almost all cases, the main alternatives between which we 
must choose, and, in some cases, the very spots themselves. 
Hitherto no one traveller has traversed more than one, or at 
most two routes of the Desert ; and thus the determination of 
these questions has been obscured, first, by the tendency ol 
every one to make the Israelites follow his own track, and 
secondly, by his inability to institute a just comparison between 
the facilities or the difficulties which attend the routes which 
he has not seen. This obscurity wiU always exist till some 
competent traveller has explored the whole Peninsula. Wheii 
tliis has been fahiy done, there is little doubt that soi](ie of the 
most important topogi’aphical questions now at issue will be 
set at rest. Meanwhile, witli the materials before us, it may 
be useful to give a summary of the points in dispute as they at 
present stand *. 

J. Of all the events of the Israelite history, there is none 
which either from the magnificence of the crisis 
itself, or from its long train of associations, has sageofthe 
greater interest than the passage of the Eed Sea. In 
the history of the Old Dispensation it took, not merely by 

^ 'See Weirs Biblical Legends, p. 107. sistent with perspiemijr. The map mnat 

^(Itinerary of Mecca Pilgrims, in Well- be in many cases its own interpreter^ X 
ftted’l ** Arabia,** ii. 459. must also refer to the subsequent portion 

^!In all that follows I have confined of this Chapter (Fart 11). 
myi^ to the most concise statement oon- < 
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type or prophecy, but actually, the same place as is occupied 
iu the New Dispensation by the highest events of the Gospel 
History. It was the birthday of the people and of the religion 
it was the deliverance from the bondage of Egypt, of Africa, 
of gigantic oppression and strange worship. It was a deliver- 
ance not by the force of man, but by the hand of God, It was^ 
the basis of that long succession of imagery, which through 
the sacred poetry of Israel has penetrated to all nations — the 
‘‘ waves and storms 'of affliction,” — ^in them the more remarkable 
as an inland people ; and thus affording a testimony of enduring 
value to the deep impression left by the one great scene which 
ushered in their history. The spray of the Bed Sea is found, 
as it were, on the inmost hills of Palestine ; and, from them, it 
has bqen wafted throughout the world. 

It was the greatest event which ancient history records ; its 
effects are still felt. What then was its scene ? We cannot 
say here, as in the sacred events of the New Testament, that 
the narrative withdraws us from all local considerations. On 
the contrary, the localities, both on the march and before the 
passage, are described with a precision which indicates that at 
the time when the narrative was written, they were known with 
the utmost exactness *. Unhappily, it is an exactness which to 
us now is only tantalising. It is for tlie most part only by 
conjecture that any places mentioned can be in any way iden- 
tified. Still there are indications in the history, combined 
with a few vestiges of authentic tradition, and a few natural 
features, which may help us to approximation. " 

The event has been extended, as already observed, by the 
Arab traditions down the wdiole Gulf of Suez, and even to the 
Gulf of 'Akaba*. But it may, for all practical purposes, be 
confined to two quarters — the Wady Tawarik, opposite the 
Wells of Moses ; or the neighbourhood of the Isthmus of Suez, 
In favour of the former locality, besides the usual Arab tradi- 
tion, there is the statement of Josephus’, that the start was made^ 
from Latopolis, which he identifies with the Eg3rptian Babylon, 

^ Numb, xxxiii. 5—8. Numbers. For the general scene^ ser 

^ The best representation of the con- Part II. ii. (2). 

# iiot|ng theories is given in the map of > Josephns, Ant. XL xv. 1, 

Iiabonie^s Commentary bn Bxodns and 
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that is. Old Cairo. If they started from this city, standing 
almost at the entrance of the valley which opens on the southern 
point of passage, the great probability is, that they would have 
followed that course throughout. This, perhaps, is the chief 
argument in favour of the theory of the southern passage. But 
the traditions of Josephus can hardly weigh against those of 
the Alexandrine translators, who make Eameses, the point of 
departure, to be in the north-east of the Delta in the neighbour- 
hood of Heroopolis'. From this point tliey marched a day’s 
journey to Succoth,” a halt which left an indelible trace in 
their subsequent institutions, as it was from the leafy booths 
in which they then, probably for the last time, rested, that the 
Festival of the Tabernacles* took its rise. These green coverts 
indicate that they were still on the pasture-land of the Delta, 
it was not till the next day’s encampment that they reached 
Etham, “ in the edge of the wilderness.” Unless therefore the' 
limits of the wilderness, which on the southern route now 
reach up to the very gates of Cairo, have been completely 
altered, it is clear that this first part of the march, even irre- 
spectively of the position of ‘‘ Eameses,” must have been to the 
north of the head of the gulf — ^north, even of the present over- 
land route to Cairo. At Etham their course changed. Instead 
of the route by Pelusium to “the land of the Philistines,” they 
were here commanded to “ turn ” and encamp “ before Pi-ha- 
hiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baal-zephon.** 
I have said that this precise enumeration fails us, from our 
ignorance of almost every place named ; but the narrative itself 
in part supplies the deficiency. 

First, we are expressly told that the agency by which the 
sea was dried up was “ a strong east wind ” or, according te 
thfe Septuagint, “ a strong south wind.” This compels us te 
select a portion of the sea where the depth is not too great to- 
forbid the agency of wind ; and this is only at the northern end, 
where the shoals are, and must"* always, have been, sufficient to 
re4der a shallower passage possible* And it may be added that 


^ Compare Exod. adi. 37,— “they de- 
parted from Bameaes,’*— with Gen. xlvi. 
28, to Horoopolis in the land of Ea- 
(LEA). See alaaihe almost con- 


oltunTe arguments by whidi Lepidus de- 
cides the idenUty of Abh-Kesneb with 
Bameses. (Letters, p. 488. Bohn^s Bd.). 
^ Nnmb. xixiii* 0. See Appendix. 
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tib.e actual description accords with this, better than with the 
hypothesis which would lead the army through the more 
southem part of the gulf, where they would have passed not 
between walls,*' but between mountains " of water, such as 
no faithful narrative could have failed to notice. Secondly, we 
are told that the host, to the number of 600,000 armed men, 
passed over within the limits of a single night. If so, the 
passage must have occurred in the narrower end of the gulf, and 
not in the wide interval of eight or ten miles between the 
WAdy Tawarik and the Wells of Moses Indeff;d, it should be 
remembered that the notion of the Israelites crossing the Bed 
Sea at its broader part is comparatively modem. By eai’lier 
Christian commentators, and by almost all the Eabbinical 
writeiCS who selected the wider road as the scene of the event, 
the passage was explained to be not a transit — which, as 
ChytraDus of Eostock calculated, would have required at least 
three days — but a short circuit, returning again to the Egyptian 
shore, and then pursuing their way round the head of the 
gulf. Such an interpretation, faithfully represented on the 
old maps, and defended at great length by Quaresmius*, is 
worth preserving, as a curious instance of the sacrifice of the 
whole moral grandeur of a miyacle, to which men are often (and 
in this case necessarily) driven by a misttiken desire of exag* 
gerating its physical magnitude. These reasons oblige us to 
look for the scene of the passage at the northern end of the 
gulf ; whether at the present fords of Suez, or at some point 
higher up the gulf, which then probably extended at least as far 
as the Bitter Lakes, depends on arguments which have not yet 
been thoroughly explored. On the one hand, the exclamation 
of Pharaoh ‘‘ They are entangled in the land ; the wilderness 
bath shut them in,” is best explained by the supposition tliat 
they were hemmed in on the south by mountains ; amd this was 
^ the view of Josephus, who repeatedly speaks of the “precipitous 
mountain descending on the sea.” This could be no other 
than the Jebel Atokah, which borders the north-west ||de of the 
gulf, and which terminates the mountain range. Farther north, 
;&ere are no eminences higher than sand^MUs. The subse« 

1 Thi« is the width aooording to the even on deep water occurs constantly in 
Sufit^y of the Red Sea hy Commander the Friissler Hof on the shores of the 
Moresby and Lieutenant Careless. A Baltic between Memel and Eonigsbei^g. 
remairkable instance of the effeet of wind * Elaoidatb TemeSanct^ ii. 955, 
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quent routs also agrees best with tlie passage at Sueas. On the 
other hand, the previous route will best agree witli some spot 
nearer to the edge of the cultivated land, that is, jarther 
north ; and the names, so far as they can be traced, point in 
the same direction. “ Pi-hahiroth**' is probably an Egyptian 
word — ‘Hhe gi’assy places” — and, if so, can only be sou^t 
northwards, not in the naked desert either of *Ajr6d, where it 
has been sometimes found, or of the Wddy Tawarik. “ Migdol ” 
may indeed be only the ** watch-tower ” of the fords ; but it 
may also be the ancient “ Magdolum,” twelve miles south of 
Pelusium, and undoubtedly described as “Migdol” by Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel*. 

Meanwhile, we must be content with the general scene placed 
before us on that memorable night — the Paschal moon, the 
'darkness, the storm: — “ The waters saw thee, 0 God, the waters 
saw thee; . . . the depths also were troubled. The clouds 
poured out water: the skies sent out a sound: . . , the voice of 
thy thunder was in the heaven : the lightnings lightened the 
world : the earth trembled and shook,” — and then rest satisfied 
in the conclusion of the Psalmist (in this local question, as in 
so much of which it is the likeness), “Thy way is iii the sea, and 
thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known*** 

2. There can be no dispute as to the general track of the 
Israelites after the xDassage. If tlicy were to enter the Marahuid 
mountains at all, they must continue in the route of 
all travellers, between the sea and the table-land of the Tih, till 
they entered the low hills of Ghur&ndel. According to the 
view taken of the scene of the passage, Marah may eitlier*be at 
** the Springs of Moses ” or else at Haw^raah^ or GlifliilhdeL 
Elim^ must be Ghuiundel, Useit, or Taiyibeh. 

^ Bxod. xir. 2, 9. Numb, xxiuii. 7, ject of the Suez Canal some light may ba 

$. “Pi-habiroth” may bo either— (1) in thrown on this interesting question. 

Hebrew, ** mouth of caverns,** as in tho ® Psalm Ixxvii. l(i — 19. 

Vatican MS. of the LXX, Numb, xxxiii. I)r. Graul, however, was told that 

7, rh ffrSiJui Eipc&e ; or much more pro- Tuweileb (the well-known Sheykh of the 

lably, (2) in Kgyptian, ‘*the grassy Tuwftrah tribe) knew of a spring near 

places,” — “Pi” being the Egyptian Tih right (I e, south) of 

iriiole : as in Alex. MS. of tho LXX, Huw&ra, so bitter that neitlier men nor 

camels could drink of it. From henoa 
1 3 Jer. xliv. 1 ; xlvi. 14. Kzek. xxix. the road goes straight to Wady Ghtbrttn» 

ja ; XXX. 6. It may be hoped that in del. (Vol. ii. p. 264.) 

Hhe investigation connected with the pro- * See Part IL p. dA 
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3* The ^‘encampment by the Eed Sea"* (Numbers xxxiii. 10) 
nacfemp- iiiust almost certainly be at the descent of the W&dy 
Taiyibeh on the sea, or in some portion of the plain of 
MurkhS.h, before they again turned up into the moun- 
tains ; the cliffs forbidding any continuous line of march along 
the shore between the Wady Ghfirfindel and the Wady Taiyibeh. 
It is indeed just possible that, like Pococke and Bartlett, they 
may have descended to the mouth of the Wady Ghiirfindel, by 
the warm springs (“ of Pharaoh and then returned to the 
Wady Useit. Such a detour is not likely: yet it must be borne 
in mind as possible. For if the “ encampment by the Eed 
Sea"" was at the mouth of the Wady Ghtiriindel, it must have 
been before the bifurcation of the two routes to Jebel Musa 
—that namely to the north by Surabit el Khadim, and that to 
the south by Wady Taiyibeh — and would thus open the alter- 
native of their having gone by the former of these two roads, 
and so avoided altogether the Wady Feiran. This is a mate- 
rial point in favour of all views which exclude Mount Scrbal 
from the history. If, on the other hand, they proceeded, as 
travellers usually do, by Gh^undel, Useit, and Taiyibeh, (and 
if Taiyibeh or Useit be Elim, they must have done so,) and 
thus descended on the sea, here two other alternatives open 
upon us. 

4. For when arrived at the plain of Mfirkliah, they may have 
Wilderness according to the route of the older travellers, — 

of Sin, Shaw, Pococke, and the Prefect of the Franciscan 
Convent, — to Tor, and thence by the Wady Ilibrun, and the 
Ntikb Hdwy, to Jebel Musa ; or they may have gone, 
according to the route of all recent travellers, by the Wady 
Shellal, the Nfikb Badera, and the Wadys Mukatteb, Feiran, 
and es-Sheykh, to the same point. The former route is 
improbable, both because of its d6tour, and also because the 
Wady Hibran is said to be, and the Nukb Hawy certainly is, 
as difficult if not more difficult than any pass on the route of 
the W&dy Feirdn. If it might seem to be in its favo\jr that it 
was the habitual route of the early travellers, before the newly 
awakened love of scenery had induced any one to visit the 
Wddy Feiran, yet it must be remembered that all early travellers 
^ went and returned from Cairo to Sinai, and consequently took 
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.one route on their egress and the other on their degress. Still 
it must be borne in mind as a possible altematiye. 

6. Of the three routes just mentioned, which we may call the 
northern, the central, and the southern, the northern ^ ^ 

and the southern combine in this result, tliat they twe«i Bn- 
•omit Mount Serbfil, and necessarily take the Israelites 
to Jebel Musa, or at least some mountain in the Masaiu 
eastern extremity of the peninsula. But the central 
route, after leaving tlie plain of Murkhah, mounts by the succes- 
sive stages of the Wiidy Shellal, the Niikh Badera, and the W^ldy 
Mukatteb, to the Wady Feir&n and its great mountain, Serbfil, 
the pride of this cluster. If, as is most probable for the 
reasons just assigned, the Israelites took this road,tlie question 
is at once opened, Whether Serb&l be the Sinai of the Exodus ? 
If it be, then we are here arrived at the end of their journey. 
If, on the other hand, the Israelites could be shown to have 
taken the northern or the soutliern road, or if there are insupe- 
rable objections to the identification of Serbftl with Sinai, 
the end is to be sought where it has usually been found, in 
the cluster of Jebel Musa. Between these two clusters the 
question must lie*. 

Each has its natural recommendations, which will best appear 
op proceeding. The claims of tradition are very nearly equal. 
J^bel Musa is now the only one w^hich puts forward any pre- 
tensions to be considered as the place, and is indeed the only 
region of the Sinaitic mountains where any traditions of Israel 
can be said to linger. They are certainly as old as the sixth 
century ; and they probably reach back still further. On the 
other hand, though Serb41 has in later times lost its historical 
name, in earlier ages it enjoyed a larger support of tradition 
than Jebel Musa. This, at least, is the natural inference 
from the Sinaitic inscriptions, which, of whatever date, must be 
prior to the age of Justinian, founder of the Convent of St. 

' Um Shaum^r, the highest point of the agree to a oertain extent with the scnptural 
peninsula, was ascended by Burckhardt to indications of Sinai, yet it is so far remoTsd 
within 200 feet of the summit. The plain from any conceirable track of the Israelites 
>of El-K&’a is immediately below. There as to render its claims highly improbable. 
U a spring and fig-treci^ the ruins of a It has been since explored by Mr. Hojg, 
invent (Pcir Anths), and there are who tells me that it meets none of the 
'istrange stories of sounds like thunder. special re<][ttirements. w 

iBurckhardt, 686-— 6SS.) These points 
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CAtherine ; and which are found at the very top of the moun- 
tain and the ruined edifice on its central summit. This too is 
the impression conveyed by the existence of the episcopal city 
of Paran, at its foot, which also existed prior to the foundations 
of Justinian. And the description of Horeb by Josephus* as a 
mountain, “the highest of the region,** “with good grass 
growing round it,*’ is more like the impression that is produced 
on a traveller by Serbfil than that derived from any other 
mountain usually seen in the range. It was undoubtedly 
identified with Sinai by Eusebius, Jerome, and Cosmas ; that 
is, by all known writers till the time of Justinian*. Kiippell 
asserts, that the summit of Serbal was regarded by the Bedouins 
who accompanied him, as a sacred place, to which at certain 
timed they brought sacrifices*. 

There remains the question, Whether there is any solution of 
the rival claims of SerbSl and Jebel Musa, which can give to 
each a place in the sacred history. Such an attempt has been 
made by Bitter, who, with his usual union of diffidence and 
learning, suggests the possibility that SerbA-l may have been 
“the Mount of God^” the sanctuary of the heathen tribes of 
the Desert, — already sacred before Israel came, and that to 
which Pharaoh would understand that they were going their 
long journey into the Wilderness for sacrifice. It may then 
have been the Wddy Feir&n that witnessed the battle, of 
Eephidim®, the building of the Altar on the hill, and the visit of 
eTethro ; and after this long pause, in “ the third month,” they 
may again have moved forward to “ Sinai,” the cluster of Jebel 
Musa. There are two points gained by any such solution : 
first, that Sinai may then be identified with Jebel Musa, with- 
out the diflficulty, otherwise considerable, tliat the narrative 
brings the Israelites through the two most striking features of 
the Desert — Feir&n and Serb&l — without any notice of 


^ Jos. Ant. II. xiL 1. 

* For tbo comparison of all these atgu- 
mente in favour of Serbil, see Lepsius* 
Xettew (Bohn), pp. 810—321, 566—562. 
I have l^en unwUHng to enter into more 
detail than vas necessary to give a 
l^eral viev of the question at issue. 
See Part II. vL 


3 This was denied by the Arab Obief 
whom I questbned on the spot. But I 
am infbrmed by recent travellers that, on 


being pressed, heacknowledges the custom, 
and points out the rock at the top from 
which the goat is thrown dowm 

* Bxodus iii. 1 ; iv. 27. 

* Bitter, Sinai, pp. 728—744. The 
difficulty respecting the abundance of 
water applies equally to Peirdn and to 
any spot in the nei^bourhood of Jebel 
Mtlsa, and perhaps proceeds from a mis- 
conception of the Bacred Narrative. 
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the fact ; and secondly, that it gives a scene, at least in some 
respects well suited, for the encampment at Bephidim, the most 
remarkable which occifrred before the final one in front of Sinai 
itself. How far the narrative itself contains sufficient groimds 
for such a distinction between the two mountains is, in our 
present state of knowledge, very uncertain. If “Horeb** be 
taken for the generic name of the whole range, and not neces- 
sarily as identical with Sinai, then there is only one passage 
left (Exod. xxiv. 13, 16) in which, in the present text, the 
Mount of God ” is identified with ‘‘ Sinai' ; ” and even if Horeb 
be identified with Sinai, yet the vaiiations of the Septuagint on 
this point show how easily the title of one mountain might be 
assumed into the text as the title of the other after the dis- 
tinction between the two had been forgotten. In Exod. hi. 1, 
where the ‘‘ Mountain of God *’ occurs in the present Hebrew 
text, it is omitted in the LXX, (though not in the Alexandrian 
MS.) as in Exod. xix. 3, where it occurs in the LXX, it is 
omitted in the Hebrew text. The identification of the Wfidy 
Feirdn with Eephidim would also agree well with the slight 
topographical details of the battle. In every passage where 
Sinai, and Horeb, and tlie Mount of God, and Mount Pai'an 
are spoken of, the Hebrew word hor for “mountain^’ is in- 
variably* used. But in Exod. xvii. 9, 10, in the account of 
the battle of Eephidim, the word used is yiheah, rightly 
translated ‘‘hill.” Every one who has seen the valley of 
Feirun will at once recognise the propriety of the term, if 
applied to the rocky eminence wliich commands the palm- 
grove, and on which, in early Christian times, stood the church 
and palace of tlie Bishops of Paran. Thus, if we can attach 
any credence to the oldest known tradition of the Peninsula, 
that Eephidim is the same as Paran, then Eephidim, “the 
resting-places,” is tlie natural name for the paradise of the 
Bedouins in the adjacent palm-grove; then the hill of the 
Cburch of Paran may fairly be imagined to be “ the hill” on 
which Moses stood, deriving its earliest consecration from the 
alter which he built; the Amalekites may thus have naturally 

Numb. x. 33, Sinaiiscalled word, though mistrauslated <‘hill.*’ See 

Aount of the Lord.” Appendix, mb voce. 

Ttt Kxod. xxiv. 4, it is the same 
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ibughtfor the oasis of ihe Desert^ and the sanctuary of their 
gods ; and Jethro may well have foimd his kinsmen encamping 
after their long journey, amongst the palms ** before the Mount 
of God,** and acknowledged that the Lord was greater even 
than all the gods who had from ancient days been tliouglit to 
dwell on tlie lofty peaks which overhung their encampment. 
And then the ground is clear for the second start, described in 
the following chapter : “ They ‘ departed * from Rephidim, and 
came to the Desert of Sinai, and * pitched * in the Wilderness ; 
and there Israel encamped before the Mount’.** 

If the WAdy Feirdn, by its palm-grove and its brook, be 
marked out as the first long halting-place of Israel, the high 
valleys of Jebel Musa with their abundant springs no less 
mark out the second. The great thoroughfare of the Desert, 
the longest and widest and most continuous of all the valleys, 
the WMy es-Sheykh, would lead the great bulk of the host, 
with the flocks and herds, by the more accessible though more 
chcuitous route into the central upland ; whilst the chiefs of 
the people would mount directly to tlie same i)oiiit by the 
Nukb Hawy, and all would meet in the W&dy cr-RMiali, tlie 
** enclosed plain ** in front of the magnificent cliffs of the Ras 
Sufs&feh. It is possible that the end of the range Furei’a, to 
which the Arab guides give the name of Sena, may have a 
better claim than the Ras Sfifsafeh, from the fact that it com- 
mands both the Wady er-R&hah and the W&dy es-Sheykh; 
and that alone of those peaks it appears to retain a vestige of 
the name of Sinai. It contains a bason surrounded by lofty 
peaks. That which commands the widest view is covered 
with giant blocks, as if the mountain had there been shattered 
and split by an earthquake. A vast cleft divides the peak 
into two summits'^ But whether this high mountain or the 
Ras Sufs^lfeh be the Mountain of the Law, the plain below 
will still remain the essential feature of the view of the 
Israelite camp.* That such a plain should 6xist at all in front 
of such a cliff is so remarkable a coincidence witli tj^e sacred 
narrative, as to furnish a strong internal argument, not 

^ Exod. xix. 2. Mdsa. As this is a matter of detail, 1 

* Commuuicated the Eev. Donald have thought it best to reserve the argti- 
M^Leod. ment to be stated according to my own 

’ Ritter (Sinai, 590*-**598]r<u’gae8 for impressions on the spot. See Part II. 
the W&dy SebA’iyeb, at the back of Jebel 
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merely of its identity with the scene, but of the scene itself 
having been described by an eye-witness. The awful and 
lengthened approach, as to some natural sanctuary, would have 
been the fittest preparation for the coming scene. The low 
line of alluvial mounds at the foot of the cliff exactly answers 
to the bounds ’* which were to keep the people off from 
“ touching the Mount.” The plain itself is not broken and 
uneven and narrowly shut in, lilce almost all others in the 
range, but presents a long retiring sweep, against which the 
people could remove and stand afar off.” The cliff, rising 
like a huge altar in front of the whole congregation, and visible 
against the sky in lonely grandeur from end to end of the whole 
plain, is the very image of the mount that might be touched,” 
and from which the “voice” of God might be heard far and 
wide over the stillness of the plain below, widened at that point 
to its utmost extent by the confluence of all the contiguous 
valleys. Here, beyond all other parts of the Peninsula, is the 
adytum, withdrawn as if in the “ end of the world,” from all 
the stir and confusion of earthly things *. And as in the "WAdy 
Feir&n, “ the hill ” of Paran may be taken as fixing with some 
degree of probability tlie scene of Rephidim, so there are some 
•details of the plain of er-Rahah, wliich remarkably coincide 
with the scene of the worship of the Golden Calf, evidently the 
samo as that of the encampment at the time of the Delivery of 
tlie Law. In this instance the traditional locality is happily 
chosen. A small eminence at the entrance of the convent- 
valley is marked by the name of Aaron, as being that from 
which Aaron surveyed the festival on tlie wide plain below. 
This tradition, if followed out, would of necessity require the 
encampment to be in the WMy er-Raliah, as every other 
circumstance renders probable. But there are two other 
points which meet here, and nowhere else : First, Moses is 
described as descending tlie mountain without seeing the 
people; the shout strikes the ear of his companion before 
they ascertain the cause ; the view bursts upon him suddenly 
us he draws nigh to the camp, and he throws down the tables 


1 I were to mi^e a model of tlie valley of the convent of Mount Sinai.** 

end of the world,, it would be from the Hen]^er,|||i^ 226. 
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and dashes them in pieces “beneath* the mount.” Such a 
combination might occur in the W^y er-Bahah. Any one 
coming dcmn from one of the secluded basins behind the B&s 
Siifsafeh, through the oblique gullies which flank it on the 
north and south, would hear the sounds borne through the 
silence from the plain, but would not see the plain itself till 
he emerged from the Wddy ed-Deir or the WMy Lej& ; and 
when he did so, he would be immediately under the precipitous 
cliffs of Sufsafeh. Further, w^e are told that Moses strewed the 
powder of the fragments of the idol on the “ waters ” of the 
“ bi-ook that came down out of the mount*.” This would be 
perfectly possible in the Wady er-Eahah, into which issuea 
the brook of the W&dy Leja, descending, it is true, from Mount 
St. Catherine, but still in sufficiently close connection with the 
Jebel Musa to justify the expression, “ coming dowm out of 
the mount.” These two coincidences, which must be taken for 
what they are w'orth, would not occur either at Serbal or in the 
Wady SebA-’iyeh. In the case of the former, although there is 
the brook from the Wady Aleyat, which would probably meet 
the description, there is no corresponding contiguity of the 
encampment. In the case of the latter, both are wanting. 

0. It is hardly necessary,^ after what has been said, to 
examine minutely the special traditional , localities of 
lenities of Jebel Musa, How little could have been the desire 
tbe^istory. finding a place which should realise the general 
impressions of the scene ; how the great event wdiich has made 
Sinai famous was forgotten in the search after traces of special 
incidents, of which there could be no memorial, and in the 
discovery of which there could be no real instruction, irf suffi- 
ciently apparent from the fact that, amongst all the pilgrims 
who visited Mount Sinai for so many centuries, hardly one 
noticed, and not one paid any attention to, the great plain of 
er-Eahah. And yet it is. the very feature which since the time 
that Lord Lindsay first, and Dr. Eobinson shortly afterwards, 
discovered and called attention to it, must strike any thoughtful 
observer as the point in the whole range the most iuustrative 
of Israelite history. There is, however, one general remark 


^ Sxod. xxxi!« 15 — 1#. 


* 15xod. xxxii* 20 ; Beat. ix. 21. 
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that applies to almost all the lesser localities. If, on the one 
hand, the general features of the Desert, and of the plain 
beneath the Bfts Sufsafeh in particular, accord with the au- 
thentic history of Israel, there is little doubt, on the other, 
that the. physical peculiarities of the district have suggested 
most of the legendary scenes which subsequent tradition has 
fastened on that history. Where almost every rock is a hisus 
naturay it is not surprising that men, like the Greek monks or 
the Bedouin Arabs, as keen in their search for special traces of 
the history as they were indifferent to its impression as a whole, 
should have seen marks of it everywhere. The older travellers, 
the Prefect of the Franciscan Convent, Pococke, Shaw, and 
others, all notice what they call Dendrite-stones, — i. c. stones 
into which moisture has percolated, and which have De^- 
thxis assumed the appearance of plants or trees. In Writes, 
early ages they seem to have been regarded as amongst the 
great wonders of the mountain ; they were often supposed to 
be memorials of the Burning Bush*. The mark of The Back 
the back of Moses on the summit of the mountain 
which bears his name, has been already mentioned. Still 
more evident is the mark of the body of St. Catherine 
on the summit of Jebel Katheriu. The rock of of Saint 
the highest point of that mountain swells into the 
form of a Iiuman body*, its arms swathed like that a 
mummy, but headless; the counterpart, as it is alleged, of 
the corpse of the beheaded Egyptian saint. It is difficult 
to' trace the earliest form of the legend, now so familiar 
through pictorial art, of the transference of the Alexandrian 
mSqp*tyr by angelic hands to the summit of Mount Sinai, — a 
legend which, in the convent to which the relics are said to 
have been then carried down, almost ranks on an equality with 
the history of the Burning Bush and of the Giving of the Law. 
But not improbably this grotesque figure on the rock furnishes 
not merely the illustration, but the origin of the story** A 

^ isee Scheuchzer’s Physique Sacr^e, of the body. (Walpole, ii. 374.) 
voL,‘ ii. p. 26. They are now seen in * Palconius (see Batler*s Lives of th# 
ttoinbetSy in the new road made in Saints, Nov. 25) expressly asserts hU 
1854. by Abbas Pasha. (Stewart, Tent belief that the whole story of the miraew- 
andi^^kban, pp. 132, 184). loua transportation of the body by ang<ds 

••It is well descnbed by Monconys, p. was merely a legendary representation of 
44li<: Faxakerley wa.s told that the rock the translation pf the relics'* fi-om Alex- 
had^iwelled into this form on the arrival 
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third well-known instance of the kind is what in earlier times 
Hie Cow’s ^vas called the head — at present the mould * of the head 
head. — of the molten calf, just as the rock of St. Catherine 

is sometimes called the body itself; sometimes (to accom- 
modate it to the story of the transference of the relics to the 
convent), the place on which the body rested. It is a natural 
cavity, in the juncture of one or two stones, possibly adapted 
in some slight measure by art, representing rudely the round 
head, with two horns spreading out of it. A fpurth is one of 
the many curious fissures and holes in the weather-beaten rocks 
near the summit of Jebel Musa, pointed out as the footmark 
The foot- mule or dromedary of Mahomet. It is true 

mark of that the monks themselves, in the seventeenth cen- 
theMuic. declared to the Prefect of the Franciscan 

Convent that this mark had been made by themselves, ta 
secure the protection of the Bedouin tribes. But it has more 
the appearance of a natural hollow, and it is more probable 
that they were unwilling to let the Prefect imagine tliat such a 
phenomenon should be accidental, than that they actually 
The sun- invented it. Another (which has not found its way 
into books) is tlie legend in the convent, (as repre- 
Bush. sented in an ancient picture of the traditional 
localities,) of the sunbeam, which on one day in the year darts 
into the Chapel of the Bmning Bush from the Jebel ed-Deir*. 
On ascending the mountain, the origin of the legend appears. 
Behind the topmost cliffs, a narrow cleft admits of a view, of 
the only view, into the convent buildings, which lie far below 
but precisely commanded by it, and therefore necessarily lit up 
by the ray, which once in the year darts through that especial 
crevice. 

But the most famous of all these relics is the Bock of Moses. 
The rock of Every traveller has described, with more or less accu- 
Moees. racy, the detached mass*, from 10 to 15 feet high, as 
it stands in the wild valley of the Lej&, under the ridge of 
the B&s Sdfs&feh,— slightly leaning forwards, a rude seam or 

andria to Sinai in the eighth centniy hy JiMd of the ealf (p. 583). He notipee the 
the monks. It is thus a enrions eastern fket, that the Arab guides called aa 
eonnterpart of the angelic flight of the now, Rfls Bukhara, head of the cote.. 
Bow of Loretto. * See Part II. pp. 77, 78. 

1 Te Burddbardt it was shown an the * See Burckba^i^ p. 579. 
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scoop running over each side, intersected by wide slits or 
cracks, which might, by omitting or including those of less 
distinctness, be enlarged or diminished to any number between 
ten and twenty; perhaps ten on each side would be the most 
correct account ; and the stone between each of those cracks 
worn away as if by the dropping of water from the craclc imme » 
diately above. Unlike as this isolated fragment is to the image 
usually formed of “ the rock in Horeh,*’ and incompatible as its 
situation is with any tenable theory of the event with which it 
professes to be connected, yet to uncultivated minds, regardless 
of general truth, and eager for minute coincidence, it was most 
natural that this rock should have suggested the miracle of 
Moses. There is every reason accordingly to believe that this is 
the oldest legendary locality in tlie district. It is probable that 
it >vas known even in tlie time of Josephus, who speaks * of the 
rock as ^Mying beside them** — TrapaKHfxivriv — an expression 
naturally applicable to a fragment like this, but hardly to a 
cliff in the mountain. The situation and form of this stone- 
Avould also have accommodated itself to the curious Rabbinical 
belief that the “ rock followed * them ** througli the wilderness ; 
a belief groundless enough under any circumstances, but more 
natural if any Jewish pilgrims had seen or heard of this 
detached mass by the mountain side. It next apx:)ears, or 
rather, perhaps, we should say, its first unquestionaWe 
appearance is, in the reference made more than once in the 
Korim® to the rock with the twelve mouths for the twelve 
tribes of Israel, evidently alluding to the curious cracks in the 
stone, as now seen. These allusions probably increased, if 
they did not originate, the reverence of the Bedouins, who, at 
lea$t down to the present generation of travellers, are described 
as muttering their prayers before it, and thrusting grass into 
the supposed mouths’ of the stone. From the middle ages 
onwards, it has alw^ays been shown to Christian pilgrims ; and 
the rude crosses on the sides, as well as the traces of stone 
chi|»ped away, indicate the long reverence in which it has beenr 
held. In more modem times, it has been used to serve the 
twflf. opposite purposes, of demonstrating on the one hand the* 

3 See Notes on 1 Cor. x. 4. 

» Koran, li. 57; vK. 160. 


» Ant. in. i. 7. 
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truth of the Mosaic history, and on the other hand the lying 
practices of the monastic system. Bishop Clayton triumphantly 
quotes it as a voice from the Desert, providentially preserved 
to put the infidels of tlae eighteenth century to shame# Sir 
Gardner Wilkinson as positively brings it forward to prove the 
deceptions practised by the Greek Church to secure the respect 
of the Arabs and the visits of pilgrims. It is one of the many 
instances in which both arguments are equally wrong. It is 
evidently, like the other examples given above, a trick of 
nature, which has originated a legend, and through the legend, 
a sacred locality. Probably less would have been said of it, 
had more travellers observed what Sir Frederick Henniker* 
alone has expressly noticed, namely, the fragment which lies 
in thq same valley, less conspicuous, but with precisely similar 
marks. But taking it merely for what it is, of all the lesser 
objects of interest in Sinai, the Eock of Moses is the most 
remarkable; clothed with the longest train of associations, 
allied in thought, though not in fact, to the image which, of all 
others in the Exodus, has, perhaps, been most frequently 
repeated in the devotions of Jewish and Christian worship ; of 
all the objects in the Desert most bound up with the simple 
faith of its wild inhabitants apd of its early visitants. 

V. It has been said, that the history of the Peninsula is 
Later hts- Confined to the history of the Exodus. Yet we 
toryofthe must not forget that it is the oldest of the “Holy 
Peninsula, accordingly, the halo of that first glory 

has rested upon it long after the events themselves had ceased. 
There are, as has already been intimated, traces of a sanctity 
even anterior to the passage of the Israelites ; the “ Mount 
of God ” w^as honoured by the Amalekite Arabs, and known at 
the Egyptian Court. A belief prevailed, as Josephus tells us, 
that a Divine presence dwelt in those awful cliffs, on that long 
ascent, deemed unapproachable by human footsteps ; the rich 
pastures round the mountain foot avoided even by the wander- 
ing shet)herds *. On a lofty hill, to the north of Sinai 

' Hennikei^s Notes, pp. 233, 242. TMs might be ike **Seat of Moses,’* described 
fragment tre saw in 1863. Pocooke (L by Laborde, in the Bueib (little gate), or 
147) had heard of a similar stone, sixteen Pass of the W4dy es^Sheylhi. 
miles to the north-west. Possibly this * Axxt. 11. xii. 1 ; III. v. 1. 







range, Bxe the remains of ancient Egyptian monmnentsV priori, 
as it would ^m, to the Exodus* This reverence, whatever it 
was, or to whichever point it might be more especially attached, 
must have been thrown into the shade from the moment that 
it was announced that the ground on which Moses stood was 
** holy ground,** — still more from tlie day when the Law wSs 
given, in ** fire, and blackness, and tempest.*’ Yet, as it has ^ 
been well observed, so high already did tlie Religion which 
was there first proclaimed tower above any local bonds, that 
throughout the whole subsequent history of Judaism there is 
but one known instance of a visit to tliis its earliest birthplace. 
The whole tenor of the historical and prophetical Scriptures 
is to withdraw the mind from the Desert to Palestine — from 
Sinai to Zion. ‘‘ Why leap ye so, ye high ‘ mountains ? * This 
(Jerusalem) is the ‘mountain’ which God desiretli to dwell in. 

. . • The Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy •place.’* 
“ God came from Teman, and tlie Holy One from Mount 
Paran*.” The sanctuary of Horeb was not living but dead 
and deserted. One visitant, however, there was to Elijah’s 
this wild region — may be, as the only one known, 
out of many unknown pilgiims, but, more probably, an excep- 
tion proving the rule — diiven here only by the extraordinary 
circumstances of his time, and by his own cliaracter and 
mission, the great prophet Elijah, The scene of the address 
to Elijah is now localised in the secluded plain immediately 
below the highest point of Jebel Musa, marked by the broken 
chapel, and by the solitary cjqpress. There, or at SerbiU, 
may equally be found “the ^cave,” the only indication by 
which the sacred narrative identifies the spot. There, or at 
Serb&l, equally may have passed before him the vision in 
which the wind rent the granite mountains, and broke in 

* Those called “Surdhit-cI-Khddiin.’* grims. The expression certainly seeme 

I did not see them. They are described to indicate a special locality of somelund. 
bySobinson (B. R. i. 113), and Lepsius If Rerbdl were either Sinai or “Horeb 
Letters, p. 300). the Mount of God,” there is a. cave— 

* Faalm Ixviil. 16, 17. or rather cavity — ^mneh talked of* by the 

IHab. iiU 8. Bedouin Sheykh of the Mountain as fke 

^IKingsxix. 9 — 13. Ewald, in the cave (the **3f€gdra'*) to which tra- 

expression cave,” verse 9 (the vellers are taken— formed by tbe over- 

ai^dle is not in the English version), hanging rock of the summit. See Part 
ee^ the indication of its being a caveni II. vii, 

1WW known for the reception of pil- 
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pieces the ‘ cliffy V followed as at the time of Moses, hy the 
earthquake and the fire, and then, in the silence of the desert 
mr, by the “ still small voice.*' 

We hear of Sinai no more till the Christian era. In the local 
touches that occur from time to time in Josephus, the question 
rises, whether he or those from whom he received his 
I'nforrcaats^ information, had really passed through the Desert. 

** mountain ** of which he speaks emphatically on 
the shores of the Red Sea can be no ^her than the 
Jebel 'Atakah : the ‘‘ rock lying beside ** Mount Sinai is pro- 
bably the stone of Moses ; and although it may be difficult 
in the highest mountain of the range, so high as not to be 
visible without straining of the ’sight,’* to recognise any peak of 
Sinai, yet the exaggeration is precisely similar to that in which 
he indulges in speaking of the prcci];)ices, which he had himself 
seen* about Jerusalem. There is another traveller through 
Arabia at this time, on whose visit to Mount Sinai we should 
Allusiona loolc with still greater interest. ** I went into Arabia,** 
of St. Paul, Paul*, ill describing his conversion to the 

Galatians. And when, in a later chapter^ of the same Epistle, 
the words fall upon our ears, “ This Hagar is Mount Sinai in 
Arabia,” it is difficult to resist the thought that he, too, may 
have stood upon the rocks of Sinai, and heard from Arab lips 
the often repeated Hadjar,”-^'* stone” or '‘rock,” — suggesting 

the double meaning to which that text alludes. 

If the sanctity of Sinai was forgotten under the Jewish 
Dispensation, still more likely was it to be set aside under the 
Christian, where not merely its contrast, but its inferiority, was 
the constant burden of all the allusions to it — “ the mount 
that gendereth to bondage,” "the mount that might be* 
touched.** But gradually the combined passion for ascetic 
retirement and for pilgrimage to holy places, peopled its desert 
solitudes. From the neighbouring shores of Egypt — the 
parent land of monasticism — the aiicliorites and coenobites were 
dra\^h by the sight of these wild mountains across the Red Sea. 
From Armenia and from Syria pilgrims came, if only for a 
moment, to offer their prayers on the spot where AJpses had 

* Ver. 11. The word is not » Gal i. 17. 

"Tsor see p. 95, and Appendix. * Gal. iv. 24, 25. Comp. En ald, vi. 400. ■ 

2 Ant. m. T. 1. . » Heb. xii. 18. 
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seen the Divine Presence*. Beside the palm-groves of Foirtn, 
and the springs of Jebel Musa, were gathered a liost of cells 
and convents. The whole range must have been then to the 
Greek Church what Athos is now. No less than Christian 
six thousand monks or hermits * congregated round iiermitages, 
eTebel Mhsa, and Paran must almost have deserved the name 
of a city at the 'time when it was frequented by the Arabian 
pilgrims, wlio wTote their names on the sandstone rocks of the 
Wady Mukatteb and the granite blocks of SerbAl®. Probably, 
the tide of Syrian and Byzantine pilgrims chiefly turned to 
Jebel Musa; the African and Alexandrian, to the nearer sanc- 
tuary at Feir&n. Of all these memorials of ancient devotion, 
the gi’eat convent of the Transfiguration, or, as it was afterwards 
called, of St. Catherine, alone remains. It has been described 
by every traveller, and with the utmost detail by Burck- 
hardt and by Eobinson. But it is so singular of its st.^ ^the- 
kind, that a short summary of its aspect and rccollec- 
tions is essential to any account of the Peninsula of Sinai, 
Those who have seen the Grande Chartreuse in the Alps of 
Dauphiny, know the sliock produced by tlie sight of that vast 
edifice in the midst of its mountain desert — the long, irregular 
pile, of the Parisian architecture of the fifteenth century, the 
one habitation of the upland wilderness of which it is the 
centre. It is this feeling, raised to its highest pitch, which is 
roused on finding in the heart of the Desert of Sinai the stately 
Convent of St. Catherine, with its massive w^alls, its gorgeous 
church hung with banners, its galleries of chapels, of cells, and 
of guest-chambers, its library of precious nianuscrii)ts, the 
sound of its rude cymbals calling to prayer, and changed by 
the echoes into music as it rolls through the desert valley, the 
double standard of the Lamb and Cross floating high upon its 
topmost towers \ And this contrast is heightened stiU more by 
the fact, that, unlike most monastic retreats, its inhabitants and 
its associations are not indigenous, but wholly foreign, to the 
soil where they have struck root. The monks of the Grande 
Chartreuse, however secluded from the world, are still French- 

' Thcod. Philott. tx, (vol. iii. 1169 * Part of it is built on the slope of 

—1171). Jebel Mass, to avoid blockiixg up tiie 

• Bdrckhardt, 546. narrow valley, and so preventing the rush 

• See Note A. p. 67, &<s. ♦ of the torrents. CWellsted, ii. 87.) 
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men ; the monks of Subiaco are still Italians. But the monks 
of Sinai are not Arabs, but Greeks. There in the midst of the 
Desert, the very focus of the pure Semitic race, the traveller 
hears once again the accents of the Greek tongue ; meets the 
natives of Thessalonica and of Samos ; sees in the gardens the 
produce, not of the Desert or of Egypt, but of the isles of 
Greece ; not the tamaiisk, or the palm, or th& acacia, but the 
olive, the almond tree, tlie apple tree, the poplar, and the 
cypress of Attica and Corc3Ta. And as their present state so 
also their past origin is alike strange to its local habitation. 
No Arab or Egyptian or Syrian patriarch erected that massive 
pile; no pilgrim princess, no ascetic king; a Byzantine 
Emi>eror, the most worldly of his race, the great legislator 
Justinian, was its founder. The fame of his architectural 
magnificence, which has left its monuments in the most splendid 
churches of Constantinople and Ravenna, had penetrated even 
to the hermits of Mount Sinai ; and they, ‘‘ when they heard 
that he delighted to build churches and found convents, made 
a journey to him, and complained how the wandering sons of 
Ishmael were wont to attack them suddenly, eat up their 
provisions, desolate the place, enter the cells, and carry off 
everything — how they also broke into the church and devoured 
even the holy ‘ wafers/' To build for them as they desired a 
convent which should be to them for a stronghold, was a union 
of policy and religion which exactly suited the sagacious 
Emperor. Petra was just lost, and there was now no point of 
defence against the Arabian tribes, on the whole route between 
Jerusalem and Memphis. Such a point might be furnished by 
the proposed fortress of Sinai ; and as the old Pharaonic and 
even Ptolemaic kings of Egypt had defended their frontier 
against the tribes of the Desert by fortified temples *, so the 
Byzantine Emperor determined to secure a safe transit through 
the Desert by a fortified convent. A tower ascribed to Helena 
furnished the nucleus. It stood by the traditional sites of 
the Well of Jethro and the Burning Bush, a retreat for tfie 
hermits, when in former times they had been hard-pressed by 

^ Butychii Annales, tom. ii p. 190 ; > See Sharpe’s History of Egyp^ P* 

BoHnson, Biblical Besearclies, voL i. 565. 
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their Bedoiiin neighboiirs* It dtill remains, tlie residenee of 
the Archbishop of Sinai, if that term may be applied to an 
abode in which that great dignitary is never resident; the very 
gate through which he should enter having been walled up 
since 1725^, to avoid the enormous outlay for the Arab tribes, 
who, if it were open for his reception, have an inalienable right 
to be supported for six months at the expense of the con- 
vent *. Bound about this tovifer, like a little town, extend in 
every direction the buildings of the convent, now indeed nearly 
deserted, but still By their number indicating the former 
greatness of the place, when each of the thirty-six chapels 
was devoted to the worship of a separate sect \ Athwart the 
whole stretches the long roof of the church ; within which, 
amidst the barbaric splendour of the Greek ritual, may be 
distinguished with interest the lotus-capitals of the columns — 
probably the latest imitation of the old Egyptian architecture ; 
and high in the apse behind the altar — too high and too 
obscure to recognise their features or lineaments distinctly — 
the two medallions of Justinian and Theodora, probably, with 
the exception of those in St. Vitalis at Eavenna, the only exist- 
ing likenesses of those two great and wicked sovereigns ; than 
whom perhaps few could be named v/ho had broken more com- 
pletely every one of the laws which have given to Sinai its 
eternal sacredness. 

High beside the church towers another edifice, which intro- 
duces us to yet another link in the recollections of 
Siimi — another pilgrim, who, if indeed he ever passed the Con- 
through these valleys, ranks in importance with any 
who have visited the spot, since Moses first led thither the 
flocks of Jethro. No one can now prove or disprove the 
tradpLtion which relates that Mahomet, whilst yet a camel-driver 
in Arabia, wandered to the great convent, then not a ajpaditions 
century old. It is at least not impossible, and it is 
almost brought within the range of probability, by the met. 
repeated allusions in the Koran to the stone of Moses*, evi- 
dently that now exhibited; to the holy valley of Tuwa^ a 

* See Eobinson, Biblical Kesearclics, p. 22. Sec also the plan in Cnrzon’t 

i, 142;; Monasteries, and Neale’s Eastern Church, 

* Pet a good account of the chapels, toI. ii. 

see the Journey of the Franciscan * Koran, ii. 57 ; vii. 160, 

Prefeci^ published by Bishop Clayton, * Koran, xx. 12. 
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name now lost, but by which he seems to designate the present 
valley of the convent ; and to the special addresses made to 
Mioses on the western and on the southern slopes of the 
mountain*. 

His name certainly has been long preserved, either by the 
policy or the friendliness of the monks. No where else probably 
in the Christian world is to be found such a cordial, it might also 
be s^d such a tender feeling towards the Arabian prophet and 
his followers, as in the precincts and the memorials of the 
Convent of Mount Sinai. As he rested,*' so the story has 
with slight variations been told from age to age *, “ as he rested 
\vith his camels on Mount Menejia®, an eagle was seen, to spread 
its wings over his head, and the monks, struck by this augury 
of his future greatness, received him into their convent, and he 
in return, unable to wiute, stamped mth ink on his hand the 
signature to a contract of protection, drawn up on the skin of 
a gazelle, and deposited in the archives of tlie convent,” This 
contract, if it ever existed, has long since disappeared ; it is 
said, that it was taken by Sultan Selim to Constantinople, and 
exchanged for a copy, which however no traveller has ever seen; 
The traditions also of Mahomet in the Peninsula have evidently 
feded away. The stone which was pointed out to Laborde in 
1828 as that on which Moses first, and the youthful camel-driver 
afterwards, had reposed, and to which the Bedouins of his day 
muttered their devotions, is now comparatively unknown \ The 
footmark on the rock, whatever it is, invented or pointed out 
by the monks, as impressed by his dromedaiy or mule, according 
as it is supposed to have been left in his early visit, or on his 
nocturnal flight from Mecca to Jerusalem — is now confounded 
by the Arabs with the impress of the dromedary on which Moses 
rode up and down the long ascent to Jebel Musa. But there 
still remains, though no longer used, the mosque on the top of 
the moimtain, and that within the walls of the convent, in which 
the monks allowed the Mahometan devotees to praj^ side by 
side with Christian pilgrims; founded according to the belief 

* Kor«m, XX. 82 ; xxvii. 45, 46. « That which closes up ^ Valley of 

f See Laborde's Commeatary on Exodus the Convent. 

Kum\>ers. * 1 could hear notbiuy of it, though 

frequently inquiring. 



of the illitemte Mussulmaxis,— in whose minds chronology ami 
history have ho existence,— in the times of the prophet, when 
Christians and Mussulmans were all one, and loved one another 
as brothers. 

As centuries have rolled on, even the Convent of Sinai has 
hot escaped their influence. The many cells which 
formerly peopled the mountains have long been vacant. ‘the 
The episcopal city of Paran, perhaps in consequence 
of the rise of the foundation of Justinian, has perished almost 
without a history. The nunnery of St. Episteme has vanished; ^ 
we see only the ruins of the convent of the. good physicians 
Cosmo and Damian, the hermitage of St. Onufrius, the convent 
of the Forty Martyrs — each tinged with a certain interest from 
the famotis churches of the same name, derived from them, in tlie 
Forum of Rome, on the Janiculan Hill, and on the Lateran* 
The great fortress of St. Catherine probably owes its existence 
more to its massive w^alls than to any other single cause. Yet 
it is a thought of singular, one might add of melancholy, interest, 
that amidst all these revolutions, the Convent of Mount Sinai 
is still the one seat of European and of Christian civilisation and 
worship, not only in the whole Peninsula of Sinai, but in the 
whole country of Arabia. Still, or at least till within a very 
few years, it has retained a hold, if not on the reason or the 
affections, at least on the superstitions of the Bedouins, beyond 
what is exercised by any other influence. Burckhardt, and 
after him, Robinson*, relate with pathetic simplicity the deep 
conviction with which these wild children of the Desert believe 
that the monks command or withhold the rain from heaven, on 
which the whole sustenance of the Peninsula depends. 

It is not for us to judge the difficulties of their situation, the 
poverty and ignorance of the monks, the untameable barbarism 
of :the Arabs. Yet looking from an external point of view at 
thet singular advantages enjoyed by the convent, it is hard to 
recijjll another institution, with such opportunities so signally 
waited. It is a colony of Christian pastors planted amongst 
heavens, who wait on them for tlieir daily bread and for their 
raid from heaven, and hardly a spark of civilisation or of 


^ Biirckbardt, p. 567 ; Eobinson, i. 132« 



C^istianity, SO far as Mstbry records, has beta imparted to a 
siogle tribe or family ih that wide wilderness. It is a colony of 
Greeks, of Eui*opeans, of ecclesiastics, in one of the most inte* 
resting and the most sacred regions of the earth, and hardly a 
fact, from the time of their first foundation to the present time, 
has been contributed by them to the geography, the geology, 
or the history of a country, which in all its aspects has he4n 
submitted to their investigation for thirteen centuries. 

One other sanctuary of the Desert must be mentioned. 
The Bedouin tribes, as has been said, have lost their 
ancient reverence for the traces of the Prophet, and 
^S heykh every traveller has observed on their godless life *. It 
is very rare indeed that any sign of religious worship 
oan be found’ amongst them. Few have any knowledge of the 
prescribed prayers of the Mussulman; still fewer practise 
them. • But there is one exception. In the eastern extremity 
of the great crescent-shaped valley which embraces the wdiole 
cluster of Sinai, is the tomb of the Sheykh, from which the 
wady derives its name — ‘‘the Wddy es-Sheykh,*' the “Valley 
of the Saint.” In a tenement of the humblest kind is Sheykh 
Saleh's grave. Who he. was, when he lived, is entirely 
unknown. Possibly he may have been the founder of the 
tribe of that name which still exists in the Peninsula ; possibly 
the ancient prophet mentioned in the Koran as preaching the 
faith of Islam before the birth of Mahomet*. The present 
belief would seem to be, that he was one of the circle of com- 
l)anions of the prophet, which, according to the defiance of all 
chronological laws in the minds of uneducated Mussulmans, 
included Saleh, Moses, David, and Christ, as well as Abu 
Bela*, Omar, and Ali. This tomb is to the modern Bedouins 
the sanctuary of the Peninsula. As. they approach it tliey 
exhibit signs of devotion never seen elsewhere; and once a 
year all the tribes of the Desert assemble round it, and cele- 
brate with races and dances a Bedouin likeness of the funeral 

V They are, it is said, the old heathen (Stewart, Tent and Khan, 201). 

Aiabe, but slightly ininenced by the * Koran, Tii. 71. For the varioua 
hl^ometanism of Mecca. Most of their conjectures as to this great Beddi#n Saint, 
are heathen (Burton, Pilgrimage, see Hitter, Sinai, 650. He seems to be 
lit 78). At the tomb of Sheykh Ararl, more properly called *‘Nebi.** (Stewart. 
Hiey insult the Saint, in a manner, which 153). 

In Bgypt would ensure their destruction 
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rotmd the tomb of Patroclus. Sacrifice^ of sheep and 
camehs, with spriohling of the blood oa the wtdla of tius 
homely ehapel, are described as accompanying this sepolchral 
feast'- 


KOTB A. 

SINAITIC INSCEIPTIONS. 

(See page 51.) 

I HAVE preferred to give my account of these inscriptions as 
nearly as possible in the words of a letter, written immediately 
after having seen the last of them on the frontier of the Desert, 
because I wish to confine myself simply to facts which fell 
under my own observation. It may however be well briefly to 
'state their history down to the present time. 

1. The earliest indication of any such inscriptions is in 
Diodorus* (b.c. 10), who probably derived his information from 
Artemidorus (b.c. 110), or Agatharchides (b.c. 160). In speaking 
of the sacred palm-grove on the south-west shore of the Penin^'^ 
sula, (possibly Feiran, but more probably Tor) he says, There 
is also an altar of solid stone very old, inscribed with ancient 
unknown letters'" As the locality is uncertain we cannot 
identify this with any existing inscription. But it is important 
as a record of inscriptions, already old and unknown, at that 
date. 

2. About A.D. 518, Cosmas, the Indian traveller, (Indico- 
pleustes) visited the Peninsula. He observed at all haltiny 
places, all the stones in that region ivhichwere broken off from the 
rtUmntains, written with carved Hebrew characters,** which were 
explained to him by his Jewish companions as ‘‘ written thus • 
* The departure of such and such a man of such a tribe, in 
mch a year, in such a month ; * just as with us some people often 

Two doscnptions of these funeral 207 — ^214; Bitter, 653), who fiaw them> 
ri|ni have been preserved : one by Schim- in 1847. See Part II. xii. 

.pir a detman, whose MS. travels are * HI. 42. Strabo gives a similaracootmt. 
qudbed by Bitt^, p. 652, and who saw See Bunsen, Christianity and MjaDkind,vol. 
tl^ in 1835; the other, by the cede- iii. pp. 231 — 286, which gives a short 
Ininted scholar Tischeudorf (Beise, ii. pp* and clear statement of the whole question. 
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'^kU in inns TMese words well describe the hiscriptiohs in 
imd near the Wady Mukatteb ; their position, their numbers, 
their accessibility, their likeness to the scribblings of casual 
travellers in halting-places. The only inaccuracy is the descrip- 
tion of them as Hebrew, which, to one tmacquainted with the 
hmguage, was a natural mistake from the occasional resemblance 
of tibe characters. His own explanation (he does not say that 
of his guides) is, that they were the work of the Israelites exer- 
cising themselves in the art of writing, newly acquired, as he 
supposed, at Sinai, and thus followed up “ with tlie ardour of a 
new study ” during the stay in the wilderness, “ as in a quiet 
school.” 

8. The attention of scholars was again directed to them in 
1768, by the eccentric Irish prelate. Bishop Clayton ; who 
published an account of them by the Prefect of the Fran- 
cis,can Convent of Cairo, and offered a large reward for their 
transcription. 

4. Since that time they have been frequently described by 
travellers, and various copies taken, of which the most complete 
were those published (1830) by Mr. Gray, in Vol. II. Part 1» 
of the Transactions of the Eoyal Society of Literature ; in 
addition to which, in 1845, many more were copied by Dr. 
Lepsius, which will, it is hoped, soon appear. 

6. Of the copies so obtained' two main explanations have 
been given. 

(a) In 1840, Dr. Beer of Leipsic published a work containing 
one hundred of these inscriptions, in which he arrived at the 
conclusion, first, that the language was a dialect of Arabic, and 
that their contents were the greetings and names of travellers; 
secondly, that they were the work of Christian pilgrims. The 
author of this work died of starvation and neglect, just as it 
had acquired celebrity enough to procure him aid too late. It 
has since been followed up by Professor Tuch of Leipsic, 
(1849,) who agrees with Beer in tlie decypherment of the 
inscriptions ; but believes them to be of an earlier date, and 
chiefly by Pagans, pilgrims to Serbal. 

:(b) In two works published respectively in 1851 andi*|1856, 

CoU. Not. Pair., U. p. 206. Beer, pp. 3, 4. Foratei’g Vcriee of 
' P- 16- f 
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tlieBev. C, Forster arevived Bi^op Clayton’s notion of their 
Israelitish .origin, — combining it with a new theory, that the 
characters are identical with the enchorial Egyptian alphabet; 
that the rude accompanying* pictures illustrate or expiaiu 
the characters ; and that the inscriptions thus decyphered 
contain records of some of tlie chief events of the Exodus. 

It will be seen that, whilst in the account of then* origin the 
theory of Cosmas agrees with Mr. Forster, in the account 
their contents his statement agrees with Dr, Beer and 
Professor Tuch. 

The following observations have no further value than as 
the record of eye-witnesses. To enter more fully into the 
subject would require a knowledge of languages which I 
do not possess. But I may be permitted to draw a general 
conclusion from the hicts just slated, combined with tlie 
appearance of the inscriptions themselves. On the one hand 
the statements of Cosmas, and still more, (if we could identify 
his description), of Diodorus, imply in some of the inscriptions 
an age prior, perhaps long prior, to the Christian era-rwhich 
would receive an additional confix mation, if a statement made 
by Mr. Forster in his second work (p. Gl), and by Dr. Stewart, 
Tent and Klxan (p. ^8), should prove correct, that a Sinaitic 
inscription has been found contemporaneous with a tablet of 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. On the other hand, the existence of 
Christian crosses, and the intermixture of Greek, Latin, and 
Arabic inscriptions, require in many others a date long subse- 
quent, and prove that the whole series cannot he confined within 
tlie limits of a single generation, but must have extended over 
a. period of centuries. 

Of their origin much may be inferred from their contents, if 
jfruly decyphered ; nothing, from their position, their numbers, 
or their mode of execution, except as to the probable direction 
or intention of the writers. 

I 1, I have , seen the inscriptions in the following places ; First, in 
tiie Wady Sidri, the WMy Miighareh, and in great numbers in the 
W&dy Mukatteb. I class these valleys together, because they are 
Within three hours of each other. Secondly, a few in the lower 
I^orts of the Wady Feiran. Thirdly, in considerable numbers up the 
^fldy Aleyat, and five or six in the WAdy Abfi-Hamad, and three " 
bn the summit of Mount Serbal. These I class together as being afi 



tiie passage to the top of Serbia FourtUy, in the ytidf Solaf, 
th:^ or four, and in great numbers in the ITiikb-H&wy. This valley 
hnd pass form together the lower road between Serblll and Sinai 
Fifthly, in great numbers in the Lej&, up to the first ascent of the 
^‘Shilk Mfisa,” or ravine by which you mount St. Catherine. 
Siithly, on the high table-plain, called Herimet Haggag, between 
the Wftdy Seyld and the Wady el-* Ain ; the rock which stands at 
the end of this plain has more in proportion than any other spot I 
^have seen, and there are some in the sandstone labyrinths near it. 
Seventhly, a few on the staircase leading up to the Deir at Petra, 
and, apparently, on the “ isolated column ** in the plain. (Some of 
our fellow-travellers also found them in a tomb near the Theatre). 
Eighthly, on the broken columns of a ruin at or near the ancient 
Malatha, immediately before entering the hills of J udsaa. 

2. This enumeration will show how widely spread they are. It 
will also, I think, show that in some instances at least they have 
been out by pilgrims or travellers, visiting particular, and probably, 
sacred locijlities. I allude to those of the LejA the Deir at Petra, 
and especially Serb^l. In all these places there is no thoroughfare, 
and therefore the places themselves must have been the object of the 
writers. What could have been their purpose in the Leja it is 
difficult to say, -for they go beyond the traditional Eock of Moses, 
and yet they fall far short of the summit of St. Catherine ; nor have 
they any connection with the traditional scenes of the giving of the 
Law, Jebel Mfisa b^ng entirely without them. At Petra, their 
object is evidently the Deir. At Serbal their object must have been 
something at the top of the mountain itself. It should also be 
observed, that they are nearly, thought not quite, as numerous on the 
east as on the west of the peninsula. Those on tlie north and on 
the south lay out of my route ^ 

3. Their situation and appearance is such as in hardly any case 
requires more than the casual work of passing travellers. Most of 
them are on sandstone, those of Wady Mukatteb, and Herimet 
Haggag, and Petra, of course very susceptible of inscriptions. At 
Herimet Haggag one of us scooped out a horse, more complete than 
any of these sculptured animals, in ten minutes. Those which are 
on granite are very rudely and slightly scratched. Again, none that 
I saw, unless it might be a very doubtful one at Petra, required 
ladders or machinery of any kind ^ Most of them could be written 


, * ,Those on the north, between SArAhit- 
el'SkhAdim and WAdy es-Sheykh, are 
described by Lepsius (Letters, 299), and 
Behinson (B. K. i. 123—125). ' Those on 
the sbnth (on the Jebel Mukatteb, near 
TAr), are described by the Comte d’Am- 
intfigues, as quoted in. Hr. Forster’s 
Vidoe of Isiacl, p. 81 ; albo by Wellsted, 


ii. 15 — 28. (Eitter, Sinai, 459). It 
appears by the later work of Mr, Forster 
(Israelitisb Authorship, &c. p. 16), that 
two travellers have lately ‘‘expenaed ten 
days of indefatigable labour in the atHmpt 
to discover them, bnt without success.” 

^ It appears that five more such cases 
have been discovered in or near the WAdy 
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by any one, who, having bate legs and feet as all Ai^bs have, could 
take firm hold of the ledges, or by any active man even with shoes. 
1 think the^ are none that could not have been written by one man 
climbing on another*s shoulder. Amongst the highest in the W|dy 
Mukatteb ore single Greek names. 

4. Their numbers seem to me to have been greatly exaggerated* 
I bad expected in the Wftdy Mukatteb to see both sides of a deep 
defile covered with thousands. Such is not the case by any means* 
The WAdy Mukatteb is a large open valley, almost a plain, with no , 
continuous wall of rock on either side, but masses of rock receding 
and advancing ; and it is only or chiefly on these advancing masses, 
that the inscriptions straggle, not by thousands, but at most 
by hundreds or fifties. On SerbM, I think could hardly have 
overlooked any ; but we saw no more than three, though it is 
difficult to reconcile this with the statement of Burckhardt, that he 
had there seen many inscriptions’. They are much less numerous 
than the scribblings of the names of Western travellers on the 
monuments in the Valley of the Nile since the beginning of this 
century. 

' 5. So far as the drawings of animals, by which they are usually 

accompanied, indicate the intention of the inscriptions themselves, 
it is difficult to conceive that that intention could have been serious 
or solemn. The animals are very rudely drawn; they are of all 
kinds ; asses, horses, dogs, but, above all, ibexes ; and these last, in 
forms so ridiculous, that, making every allowance for the rudeness of 
the sculpture, it is impossible to invest them i^ith any serious signifi- 
cation. The ludicrous exaggeration of the horns of the ibex was 
almost universal ; and no animal occurred so frequently. Sometimes 
they ore butting other animals. Sometimes they, as well as asses 
and horses, occur disconnected with inscriptions. 

6. As regards their antiquity, I observed the following data. 
There was great difference of age, both in the pictures and letters, 
aa indicated by the difference of colour ; the oldest, of course, being 
those which approached most nearly to the colour of the rock. But, 
first, I found none on fallen rocks inverted, and, though I doubt not 
that there may be such, the sandstone crumbles so rapidly that this 
is no proof of age. A famous Greek inscription at Petra fell in 
1846. Secondly, they are intermixed, though not in great numbers, 
with Greek and Arabic, and in one or two instances Latin inscrip- 
tions, these in some cases bearing the same appearance of colour, 
virear and tear, as the Sinaitic. Thirdly, these Greek inscriptions, 

ikakatteb (IsraolitislL Authorship, Ac., ’ Perhaps they may have been those 
oy the Kev. C. Forster, pp. 17—24). described by one of Mr. Forster’s in* 

More such may very possibly be fouu^ formants as near the Wddy Aleyat (le* , 

but the general character of their posi- raelitish Authorship, Ac., p. 30). 
tfon is what I ^ve described. ' 
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wbieh alone I could read, were oHefly the names of the wrltera. The 
duly Latin inscription which I remember was in the sandstone rocks 
near Herimet Haggag, — Peetus. Fourthly, Oroseee of all kinds, 
chiefly + and were very numerous and conspicuous, standing 
usually at the beginning of the inscriptions, and (what is important) 
occurring also and in the same position before those written in 
Greek and Arabic : often nothing but the cross, sometimes the cross 
with Alpha |ind Omega., These last were in the same place 
where I noticed the Latin inscription, (thus A + n), of the same 
colour as the contiguous Sinaitic characters. There are also said to 
be Ethiopic characters, and a peculiar figure used in the Greek 
aervice books, when engravings are given representing some specially 
sacred subject*. From having previously seen that Forster and Tucli 
(the last German writer on the subject) had united in the conclusion 
that the hypothesis of their being Christian inscriptions was ground- 
less, and that the alleged appearance of crosses was a mistake, I was 
the more surprised to find them in such numbers, and of such a 
character. Jffowever else the crosses may be explained, I can hardly 
imagine a doubt that they are the work, for the most part, of Chris- 
tiaus, whether travellers or pilgrims. They are in this case curious, 
and if their object could be ascertained, w'ould throw great light on 
the traditions of the Peninsula. But they cannot have been the 
work of Israelites. The date of the columns at Malatha, or of the 
temple and tomb at Petra, would settle the question of the inscrip- 
tions written on thenaii The two latter, I presume, cannot be older 
than the Boman dominion of Arabia. 

* I am mde><t€d for this to the Rev. J. Reynolds, Ilford. Essex. 
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PART II. 


THE JOURNEY FROM CAIRO TO JERUSALEM. 

The following extracts are either from letters, or from journals, 
written on tho spot or immediately afterwards. Such only are 
selected as served to convey the successive imagery of tho chief 
stages of the journey, or as contained details not mentioned by pre- 
vibus travellers. My object has been to give the impressions ot the 
' moment, in the only way in which they could be given, — as the 
best illustrations of the more general statements elsewhere founded 
upon them. 

I. Departure from Egypt ; Overlnud Route ; First Encampment. — II. The Passage 
of the Red Sea. (1.) Approach to Suez. (2.) Wells of^Moses. — III. The Desert, 
and Sand-storm. — IV. Marah ; Eliin. — V. Second Encampment by the Red Sea ; 

Wilderness of Sin.’* 

VI. Approach to Mount SerbAl ; Wddy Sidri and Wddy Peirftn. — ^VII. Asoent of 
Serbdl. 

VIIT. Approach to Jcbel Mtisa, the tr.*iditional Sinai. — IX, Ascent of Jebel HtlAa 
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS, ETC, 


I.— BEPABTUBB PBOM EGYPT — OVEBEAKP BOUTE— FIBST 
EKOAMPMEKT. 

It was too hazy to see anything in the distance, — even tho 
Pyramids were but shadows. Soon the green circle of cultivated 
land receded from view, like the shores as you sail out to sea, and in 
an hour we were in the Desert ocean. Not, however, a wide circle 
of sand, but a wild waste of pebbly soil, something like that of the 
Plaine de Crau (near Marseilles), broken into low hills, and presenting 
nowhere an even horizon. But the remarkable feature was a broad 
beaten track, smooth and even, and distinctly marked as any tumpijce- 
road in England, only twice the width, and running straight as a 
railway or Roman road through these desert hills. 

It was a striking sight in itself, to see the great track of civilised 
man in such a region. It was still more striking when you knew 
what it was, the great thoroughfare of the British empire, becoming 
yearly more important and interesting, as the course which so many 
friends have travelled and will travel. Even the Exodus for that day 
waxed faint before it. And lastly, it was most instructive, as the 
only likeness probably which I shadl ever see of those ancient roads^ 
carried through the Desert in old times to the seats of the Babylonian 
and Persian Empires, to which allusion is made in the 40th chapter 
of Isaiah. In this comparatively level region, it is true, no moun* 
tains had to be brought low, nor valleys filled up ; but it was literally 
** a tiigh-way prepared in the wilderness and the likeness was only 
inteiTUpted, not obscured, by the solitary stations and telegraphs 
which at intervals of every five miles, broke the perfect desolation. 
It has hitherto run along our whole course. To-day, between heaps 
stbties-- said by one of the dragomans to be the graves of Ibrahim 
Pasha’s soldiers — which, as the heaps extend for miles and miles, 
with the utmost regularity, needs no remark, except as an instance 
of ^treme rapidity with which false local traditions spring 
up; They are really the ‘‘ stones,” the stumbling-blocks ‘‘cast* pp” 
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i>ut ot tbe way^ and so left on eaeh side of the road to ni^k jit more 
distinetly. .... 

Nothing was more striking to mein our first encampment than 
the realisation of the first lines in Thalaba 

* Hov beautiful is sighi» 

A dewy freshness fills the tUent air.*’ 

There is the freshness without coldness, and there is the silence 
doubly strange as compared with the everlasting clatter of the streets 
and inns of Cairo, and the incessant sound of songs, and screams, and 
shocks of the boat upon the Nile ; nothing heard but the slight 
movement amongst the Bedouin circles round their fires, and from 
time to time a plaintive murmur from the camels as they lie, like 
stranded ships, moored round the tents. 


II. — TKE PASSAGE OF TUB BED SEA. 

(1.) Approach to Suez , — I have at last, as far as mortal eyes can 
see itylseen the passage of the Red Sea. It was about 3 ^.m. yester- 
day that as we descended from the high plain on which we had 
hi^erto been moving, by a gentle slope through the hills, called, by 
figure of speech, the “ defile ** of Muktala, a new view opened before 
us. Long lines, as if of water, which we immediately called out 
to be the sea, but which was, in fact, the mirage ; but above these, 
indubitably, the long silvery line of even hills — the hills of Asia. 
Onwards we still came, and in the plain below us lay on the left a 
fortress, a tomb, and a fortified wall. 

* This is ’Ajriid, famous as the first great halting-place of the 
Mecca Pilgrimage ; famous as the scene of Eo then’s adventure ; 
still more famous as being the only spot on the road which, by its 
name and position, can claim to be identified with any of the stations 
mentioned in the flight of the Israelites. It may possibly be 
Pi-hahiroth ^ 

If it was so, then the low hills of Muktala, through which we 
descended, are Migdol, and Baal Zephon was Suez, which lay on the 
blue waters of the sea, now incontrovertibly before us east and south; 
and high above the whole scene, towered the G-ebel ’AtS^kah, the 
^ Mountain of Deliverance,’* a truly magnificent range, which, after 
all, is the one feature of the scene unchanged and unmistakeable ; if, 
at least, this was the impediment which prevented the return of the 

^ Pot the name ofPi-habiroth, seep. 37. Pilgrimage, i. p. 230), nnless, -which is 
The name oI’Ajrhd may, after all, be equally probable, tbe name ^ the Saint 
derived from the name of the Sainf^ -was invented to account for 

urho is said to be buried in the place. See like instances in Chapter 
the tomb beside the fortress (Burton’s VI. 
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laraeiitos into Egypt, when Pharaoh appearo<l on their rear and 
shut them in.’* 

(20 JS^om the Welh of Motes (^Aylin ilfd«a).^Tho wine drove 
us to shore : and on the shore — ^the shore of Arabia and Asia — ^we 
landed in a driving sand-storm, and reached this place, ’AyOn 
MOsa, “ the Wells of Moses.” It is a strange spot, — this plot of 
tamarisks with its seventeen wells, ^literally an island in the Desert, 
and now used as the Eichmond of Suez, — a comparison which chiefly 
serves to show What a place Suez itself must be. It is not mentioned 
m the Bible, but coming so close as it does upon any probable 
scene of the Passage, one may fairly connect it with the song of 
Miriam. And now once more for the Passage. From the beach, 
within half an hour’s walk from hence, the shore commands a view 
across the Gulf into the wide opening of the two ranges of mountains 
the opening of the valley through which the traditional Esodus took 
place, and consequently the broad blue sea of the traditional passage. 
This, therefore, is the traditional spot of the landing, and this, with 
the whole view of the sea as far as Suez, I saw to-night ; botk at 
sunset, as the stars came out ; and later still by the full moon — the 
white sandy desert on w^iich I stood, the deep black river-like sea, and 
the dim silvery mountains of ’At&kab on the other side. These are 
the tliree features which are indisputable. You know the Straits of 
Gibraltar, — the high mountains of Africa, the green swells of 
Europe, the straits which divide them. Such in their way are the 
three characteristic features of this great boundary of Africa and 
Asia, on which the Israelites looked through the moonlight of that 
memorable night. Behind that high African range lay Egypt, with 
all its wonders ; the green fields of the Nile, the immense cities, the 
greatest monuments of human power and wisdom. On this Asiatic 
side begins immediately a wide circle of level desert, stone and sand, 
free as air, but with no trace of human habitation or art, where 
they might wander, as far as they saw, for ever and ever. And 
between the two rolled the deep waters of the sea, rising and falling 
with the tides, which, except on its shores, none of them could 
have seen, — the tides of the great Indian Ocean, unlike the still 
dead waters of the Mediterranean Sea. * The Egyptians whom they 
had seen yesterday they w-ill see no more for ever.” Most striking, 
too, it is to look on that mountain of ’At&kah, and feel that on its 
northern and its southern extremity settle the main diflerences 
whiol^ on so many like questions have divided the Church in after 
times# For the passage at its southern end are the local Arab 
traditions, the poetical interest of its scenery, the preconceived 
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* See Pai-t I. p. 84. 



sioti^sof (me’e childh<K)d. For the pa^ge at tl:^ idorthom cmd 
are the ancient traditions of the Septna£^t$ almost aQ the argu- 
ments founded on thp text of the Bible itself; all the wishes to 
bring the erent within our own understanding. It is remarljiablo 
that this event— almost the first in our religious history— should 
admit on the s^ot itself of both these constructions. But the 
mountain itself remains unchanged and certain — and so does the fiset 
itself which it witnessed. Whether the Israelites passed ovmr the 
shallow waters of Suez by the means, and within the time, which the 
narrative seems to imply, or whether they passed through a channel 
ten miles broad, with the waves on each side piled up to the height 
of 180 feet, there can be no doubt that they did pass over within 
sight of this mountain and this desert by a marvellous deliverance. 
The scene is not impressive in itself, — that at Suez especially is 
matter-of-fact in the highest degree, and even that at *Ayfin Mftsa 
is not amongst those grand frameworks, such as at Marathon and 
elsewhere correspond to the event which they have encompassed. 
In tbip very fact, however, there is something instructive; “a 
lesson,” as the Arabian Nights say, to be graven on the under- 
standing for such as would be admonished.”^ 


III. — THB DESEET, AND SAND-STOKM. 

The clearing up of the sand the next morning revealed a low 
range of hills on the eastern horizon, the first step to the vast plain 
of Northern Arabia. The day after leaving * Ay fin Mfisa was at 
first within sight of the blue channel of the Bed Sea. But soon Bed 
Sea and all were lost in a sand-storm, which lasted the whole day \ 
Imagine all distant objects entirely lost to view, — the sheets of sand 
fleeting along the surface of the Desert like streams of water ; the 
whole air filled, though invisibly, with a tempest of sand, driving in 
your face like sleet. Imagine the caravan toiling against this, — the 
Bedouins each with his shawl thrown completely over his head, half 
of the riders sitting backwards, — the camels, meantime, thus virtually 
left without guidance, though, from time to time, throwing their 
long necks sideways to avpid the blast, yet moving straight onwards 
with a painful sense of duty truly edifying to behold. I had thought 
that with the Nile our troubles of wind were over ; but (another 
analogy for the ships of the Desert) the great saddlebags act like 
sails to the camels, and therefore, with a contrary wind, are setious 
impediment's to their progress. And accordingly Mohammed opened 

^ I bays retaiasd this aocoimt of the Harfinea^n, all aotioed aaAit irw 
Band-storm, diiefly heosuse it seems to he as yident at the passage of a fHend m 
a phenomenon peculiar to this special 1841, and again of another two montha 
' segioii. Van l^gmonl^ Niebuhr, Miss after ourselyes in 186S. 
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our tents tbis morning just as be used to open our oabicrdoors^ with 
the joyful inielligenee that the vind was changed, — ‘^good liirind, 
master.*' Through the tempest, this roaring and living tempest, 
which sometimes made me think that this must be the real meaning^ 
of a howlitif wilderness,” we rode on the whole day. 

■* 

IV. — ^KABAH — 

We were undoubtedly on^the track of the Israelites, and we saw 
the spring ^ which most travellers believe to be Marah, and the two 
valleys, one of which must almost certainly, both perhaps, be Elim., 
The general scenery is either immense plains, or latterly a successioh 
of water-courses, that especially of Ghhrundel, exactly like the dry 
bed of a Spanish river. These gullies gradually bring you into the 
heart of strange black and white mountains, the ranges of which 
overhang the Bed Sea above the Hot Wells of Pharaoh, where, 
according to the Arab traditions of these parts, somewhat invalid* 
ating that of *Ayhn Mhsa, Pharaoh literally breathed his last. For 
the most part the Desert was absolutely bare, but Wftdy Hhhrilndel 
^nd W4dy IJseit, the two rivals for Elim, are fringed with trees and 
shrubs, the first vegetation we have met in the Desert. These are 
so peculiar and so interesting that I must describe each. First, 
there are the wild palms, successors of the “ threescore and ten.” 
Not like those of Egypt or of pictures, but either dw'arf, — that is, 
trunkless — or else with savage hairy trunks and branches all 
dishevelled. Then there are the feathery tamarisks, here assuming 
gnarled boughs and hoary heads, worthy of their venerable situation, 
on whose leaves is found what the Arabs call manna. Thirdly, there 
is the wild acacia, the same as we had often seen in Egypt, but this 
also tangled by its desert growth into a thicket — the tree of the 
Burning Bush, and the shittim-wood of the Tabernacle. Keble’s 
expression of the “ towering thorn ” is one of his few inaccuracies. 
No: one who has seen it would have used that expression for the 
tangled spreading tree which shoots out its gray foliage and white 
bloasoihs over the Desert 

To-day occurred a. curious instance of the tenacious adherence of 
the. Bedouins to their own traditions. We passed a cairn, said to be 
the grave of the horse of Abft Zenneh, his horse killed in battle. 
Who Abfi Zenneh was — when he lived — what the battle was — is 
quibe unknown, but he left an ordinance that every Arab should 
throw sand on the cairn as if it were barley, and say, ” Eat, eat, 0 
horie of Abu Zenneh,” as if the dead creature was still alive. So 

> l>6nt. xxzii. 10. It int»t mean either description (i. 06). See Part t p. S7. 
thisi ^ior howling of wild beasts. * See Fart I. p. 20. 

^ ftoe is nothing to add to Bobinson’s 
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said o.ur Bedouin, and accordingly each Arab muttered the words 
and pushed the sand twice or thrice with his foot as he passed. 
I could not help thinking of the Bechabites, as described by 
Jeremiah'. 

T. — SECOND ENCAMPMENT BY THE BED SEA — “ WILDEENESS 
OP SIN.*' 

Another glorious day. We passed a third claimant to the title of 
Elim, the Wftdy Taiyiboh, palms and tamarisks, venerable as before; 
then down one of those river-beds, between vast cliffs white on the 
one side, and on the other of a black calcined colour, between which 
burst upon us once more the deep blue waters of the Eed Sea, bright 
with their white foam. Beautiful was that brilliant contrast, and 
more beautiful and delightful still to go down upon the beach and 
see the waves breakiug on that shell-strewn weed-strewn shore, and 
promontory after promontory breaking into those waters right and 
left: most delightful of all, the certainty, — I believe I may here say 
the certainty (thanks to that inestimable verso in Numbers xxxiii.), 
— that here the Israelites, coming down through that very valley, 
burst upon that very view, — the view of their old enemy and old 
friend, — that mysterious sea, and one more glimpse of Egypt dim in 
the distance in the shadowy liills beyond it. Above the blue sea 
rose the white marbly terraces, then blackened by the passage of the 
vast multitude. High above those terraces ranged the brown cliffs 
of the Desert, streaked hero and there with the purple bands which 
now first began to display themselves. And as tlie bright blue sea 
formed the base of tlio view, so it w'as lost above in a sky of the 
deepest blue that I have ever observed in the East. 

We turned aside at last into the plain of Murkh&h — probably the 
Wilderness of Sin. 

Eed mountains closed it in on the north, one of which the Bedouins 
called Dm Shaumer — different from the far greater mountain of that 
name. Over the hills to the south w as the first view of the peaks of 
Serh&l. From this plain w’e entered the AVddy ShellM— the “ Valley 
of Cataracts thus, for the first time, plunging into the bosom of 
the strangely-formed and strangely-coloured mountains we had seen 
so long in the distance. They closed the prospect in front, — red tops 
resting on black or dark-green bases. The nearer rocks cast their 
deep evening shades along the level surface of the valley. The bright 
caper-plant hung from their cliffs, and dwarf palms nestled under the 
Overhanging cliff at the entrance. 


^ Jer. xxxY. This sligktijr differs from Bobinson’s account (i. p. 102)# 



CAIEO TO JBRTJSALR3f, 7^ 


TI. — APPBOAOH TO MOUNT SEBBaL — WaBT SIBRI ANB WaBT 

peieAn. 

The first great ascent we had made was after leaving the W&dy 
ShellAL A stair of rock^, the Niikb Badera, brought us into a 
glorious wAdy (Sidri) enclosed between red granite mountains 
descending as precipitously upon the sands as the Bavarian hills on 
the waters of the Konigsee. It was a sight worthy of all remem- 
brance, before we reached this, to see, in the first break of day, the 
sunbeams striking the various heights of white and red, and to 
think what an effect this must have had as the vast encampment, 
dawn by dawn, in these mountains, broke up with the shout, “ Eise 
up, Lord, and let Thine enemies be scattered ; and let them that 
hate Thee flee before Thee^.** In the midst of the WAdy Sidri, just 
where the granite was exchanged for sandstone, I caught sight of the 
first inscription. A few more followed up the course of a side valley 
where we turned up to see (strange sight in that wild region !) 
Egyptian hieroglyphics and figures carved in tlie cliffs, — strange 
sight, too, for the Israelites if they passed this way ; like that second 
glimpse of the Eed Sea, for these hieroglyphics are amongst the 
oldest in the world, and were already there before the Exodus. Of 
the other inscriptions, tlio chief part were in the next valley, Mukatteb, 
^‘of writing,” so called from them. Of these I will speak elsewhere \ 
Erora the WMy Mukatteb, we passed into the endless windings of 
the WAdy EeirAn. I cannot too often repeat, that these wAdys are 
exactly like rivers, except in having no water ; and it is this appear- 
ance of torrent-bed and banks, and clefts in the rocks for tributary 
streams, and at times even rushes and shrubs fringing their course, 
which gives to the whole wilderness a doubly dry and thirsty aspect 
— signs of 

“Water, water everywhere, and not a drop to driuk.” 

Here, too, began the curious sight of the mountains, streaked from 
head to foot, as if with boiling streams of dark red matter poured over 
them ; really the igneous fluid squirted upwards, as they were heaved 
from the ground. On the previous part of that day, and indeed often 
since, the road lay through what seemed to be the ruins, the binders, 
of mountains calcined to ashes S like the heaps of a gigantic foundry. 
I cannot conceive a more interesting country for a geologist. Even 
to the most uneducated eye the colours tell their own story, of chiilk 

1 It is said that the Arabs describe - Ntim. x. 35. 

this as called up by Moses to enable the ® See Note A, to Part L 

Isra^ites to" get out of the valley below, ^ See Part J. p. 21. 

(LowtEs Waudorer in Arabia.) 
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iknd limestone, and sandstone, and granite $ and these portentons 
appearances are exactly such as give the impression that you are 
indeed travelling in the very focus of creative power. I have looked 
on scenery as strange \ and on scenery more grand, hut on sceii^ry 
at once so strange and so grand, 1 never have looked, and probably 
never shall again. One other feature 1 must add. Huge cones of 
white clay and sand are at intervals planted along these mighty water- 
courses, guarding the embouchure of the valleys ; apparently the ori- 
ginal alluvial deposit of some tremendous antediluvian torrent, left 
there to stiffen into sandstone. We encamped atEl-Hessud, the first, 
hut not the largest of those groves of tamarisks and palms which make 
the Wfidy Feirfin so important a feature in the Desert. 


VII. — ASCENT OF MOUNT SEEbIl. 

At 5*30 A.M. we started. Wo passed the instructive and sugges- 
tive sight of the ruins of the old Christian city and episcopal palace 
of Pasap, under the hill which has great claims to be that on which 
Moses prayed, whilst the battle of Eephidim was fought for the 
passage through what is now (whatever it may have been) the oasis 
of the Desert®. We then turned up the long watercourse occupied 
in part by the brook of Wady ’Aleyat, which conducted us to the 
base of the mountain, where the spring rises amidst moss and fern. 

It is one of the finest forms I have ever seen. It is a vast mass of 
peaks, which, in most points of view, may be reduced to five, the 
number adopted by the Bedouins. These five peaks, all of granite, 
rise so precipitously, so column-like, from the broken ground which 
forms the root of the mountain, as'at first sight to appear inaccessible. 
But they are divided by steep ravines, filled with fragments of fallen 
granite. Up the central ravine. Wady Abfi-IIamad (“valley of the 
father of wild figs,” so called from half-a-dozen in its course), we 
mounted. It was toilsome, but not difficult, and in about three hours 
We reached a ridge betw'een the third and fourth peak. Here we 
rested; close by us we^ the traces of a large leopard. A little beyond 
was a pool of water surrounded by an old enclosure. 

Three-quarters of an hour more brought us over smooth blocks of 
granite to the top of the third or central peak, the steep ascent was 
broken by innumerable shrubs like sage or thyme, which grew to the 
very summit; and at last, also helped by loose stones arranged by 
human hands (whether yesterday or two thousand years ago), and 
through a narrow pass of about twenty feet, to the two eminences of 
which this peak is formed, 

> 1 alluded to the fantastic forms of Biblical Eesearcbes, i. p. 113, 
the Saxon Switzerland. The same compa- - Sec Part I. p. 41. 
rison seems to have stmek Dr. Robinson ; 
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Tlio highest of these is a huge block of granite ; on this> as on the 
back of some petrified tortoise, jou stand and oyerlook the whole 
Peninsula of Sinai« The Bed ^a, with the Egyptian hills opposite 
and the wide waste of the E&’a on the south, the village and. grove of 
Tdr just marked as a dark line on the shore; on the east the vast 
cluster of what is commonly called Sinai, with the peaks of St. 
Catherine; and, towering high above all,« the less famous, but* most 
magnificent of all, the Mont Blanc of those parts, the unknown and 
unvisited TJm Shaumer. Every feature of the extraordinary confor- 
mation lies before you ; the w&dys coursing and winding in every 
direction ; the long crescent of the Wady es-Sheykh ; the infinite 
number of mountains like a model ; their colours all as clearly dis- 
played as in Bussegger’s geological map, which we had in our hands 
at the moment ; the dark granite, the brown sandstone, the yellow 
Desert, the dots of vegetation along the WMy Feir&n, and the one 
green, spot of the great palm-grove (if so it be) of Eephidim. On the 
northern and somewhat lower eminence are the visible remains of a 
building, which, like the stairs of stones mentioned before, may be of 
any date, from Moses to Burckhardt. It consists of granite fragments 
demented with lime and mortar. In the centre is a rough hole, and 
close beside it, on the granite rocks, are three of those mysterious 
inscriptions, which, whatever they mean elsewhere, must mean here 
that this summit was frequented by unknown pilgrims, who used 
those characters ; the more so, as the like inscriptions were scattered 
at intervals, through the whole ascent. A point of rock immediately 
below this ruin was the extreme edge of the peak. It was flanked 
on each side by the tremendous precipices of the two neighbouring 
peaks —itself as precipitous; and as we saw them overlooking the 
circle of Desert — plain, hill, and valley, it was impossible not to feel 
that for the giving of the Law to Israel and the world, the scene was 
most truly fitted. I say ‘‘ for the giving of the Law,” because the 
objections urged from the absence of any plain immediately under 
the mountain for receiving the Law, are unanswerable, or could 
only be answered if no such plain existed elsewhere in the Peninsula. 

It was already dark by the time that we reached our encamp- 
ment at the eastern extremity of the Wady Feirun. It was a 
beautiful sight to see on our way the mountains lit up from top 
to bottom with the red blaze which shot up from the watchfires 
of the rfedouin tents. So they must have shone before the Pillar 
of Fire. The palm-groves of Feiran I saw only by the clear star- 
light ; yet it was still possible to see how great must be the 
boauty of the luxuriant palms and feathery tamarisks— the wild 
glades below, the vast mountains above. 
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Tin. — ^APPHOACH TO JEBIL mCsA, THIS TBAHITIONAL SIHAI. 

We started at 6 a.m. The camels went round by WAdy es- 
Sheykh ; we took the direct route by WMy Solaf, which, passing 
by several deserted Bedouin villages of the Arab serfs of the con^ 
vent, with their lonely burial-grounds, brought us to the foot of 
the Nftkb Hftwy, the “Pass of the Wind,** a stair of rock like 
that by which we had mounted to the cluster of Serb&l, and by 
which wo were to mount again into the second and highest stage 
of the great mountain labyrinth. Its entrance is formed by the 
white alluvial formations before-mentioned, as if left by the great 
streams of the central mountains when they first burst forth to feed 
the lower plains and valleys of the Wady Feiran ; this being the 
opening into the dark range w e had seen in the distance from the 
top of Serbal. The pass itself is w'hat would bo elsewhere a roaring 
torrent, like the Pass of St. Oothard. It is amidst masses of 
rock, a thread of a stream just visible, and here and there forming 
clear pools, shrouded in palms. On many of these rocky frag- 
ments are Sinaitic inscriptions, mostly with crosses. The steep 
pass is broken in part by long green swells as of tufa. At its 
summit, the course of the stream is still traceable from time to time 
by rushes. 

We reached the head of the pass; and far in tlie bosom of the 
mountains before us, I saw the well-known shapes of the cliffs 
which form the front of Sinai. At each successive advance these 
cliffs disengaged themselves from the intervening and surrounding 
hills, and at last they stood out — I. should rather say the columnar 
mass, which tliey form, stood out — alone against the sky. On each 
side the infinite complications of twisted and jagged mountains 
fell away from it. On each side the sky encompassed it round as 
though it were alone in the wilderness. And to this giant mass 
we approached through a wide valley, a long continued plain, 
which, enclosed as it was between two precipitous mountain ranges 
of black and yellow granite, and having always at its end this pro- 
digious mountain block, I could compare to nothing else than 
the immense avenue, — the “ dromos,** as it is technically called, — 
through \yhich the approach was made to the great jBgyptian 
temples. One extraordinary sensation was the foreknowledge at 
each successive opening of the view of every object that would 
next appear; as cliff and plain, and the deep gorges on each 
side, and lastly the Convent with its gardens burst before me, it 
was the unfolding of the sight of sights, of which I had re^ and 
heard for years, till each part of it seemed as familiar as if I had 
seen it again and again. Was it the same or not P The colours 



PAM Uj 


CAXEO TO JBEUSAXiBir. 


7 $ 


and the scale of the scene, were not precisely what I should have 
gathered from descriptions : the colours less remarkable, the seals 
less grand. But the whole impression of that long approach was 
even more wonderful than I had expected. Whatever may have 
been the scene of the events in Exodus, I cannot imagine that 
any biuman being could pass up that plain and not feel that he was 
entering a place above all others suited for the most august of the 
sights of earth. We encamped outside the Convent, at the point 
where the great Wady es-Sheykh falls into the WMy er-Eahah, 
immediately under the comer of the cliff. 


IX. — ASCENT or JEBEL MUSA AND OF sOfSaFEH. 

The next day we started for Jebel Mdsa, the Mountain of Moses, 
the traditional scene of the Giving of the Law. I shall not go 
through all the steps of the well-known ascent. There were two 
points, which especially struck me. First, the little plain just 
before the last ascent. The long flight of rude steps, which leads 
from the base to the summit, winding through crags of granite, 
at last brings you in sight of a grand archway standing between 
two of these huge cliffs, somewhat like that by w'hich you enter 
the desert of the Chartreuse. You pass this, and yet another, and 
then find yourself in that world-renowned spot.^ The tall cypress, 
which stands in the centre of the little basin, had already appeared 
towering above the rocks before we came in sight of the whole. 
There is a ruined church on the slope of the hill, built over the 
so-called cave of Elijah, and a well and tank on the other side of 
the basin, also ascribed to him. It is a solemn and beautiful 
scene, entirely secluded, and entirely characteristic, with the excep- 
tion of the cypress, which marks the hand of strangers. Next, 
the summit itself, whatever else may be its claims, bears on its 
front the marks of being, or having been, regarded as the spot 
most universally sacred on earth. For there, side by side, and 
from reverence for the same event on which both religions are 
founded, stand the ruins of a small Christian church, once divided 
amongst all the Christian sects, and of a small Mahometan mosque. 
From whatever point we saw this famous peak, these two frag- 
ments of worship, almost always visible upon it, more distinctly 
than anything else told what it was. And now for the question 
wbicii every one asks on that consecrated spot. Is this “ the top 
of th^ mount * ** described in Exodus or must we seek it elsewhere P 

* I cannot forbear to refer to the description of it in “ Tancred.” 

^ ^ £xod. xix. 20. 



The whole question turns on ituother queation, whether there, is 
a plain below it agreeing with the words of the. narrative. Dr 
BobinsoUi who has the merit of discovering first that magnificent 
approach which 1 have before . described on the other side of 
the mountain, declares not : but Laborde and others have so con* 
fidently maintained that there was a large and appropriate place 
for the encampment below this peak, that 1 was fully prepared to 
find it, and to believe in the old tradition. This impression is 
so instantly overthrown by the view of the 'W&dy Seb&’iyeh, as 
one looks down upon it from the precipice of Jebel Mfisa, that 
it must be at once abandoned in favour of the view of the great 
approach before described, unless either the view of the plain of 
Er-EAhah was less imposing from above than it was from below, 
or the plain of Seba’iyeh more imposing from below than it was 
from above. The first thing to be done was, therefore, to gain 
the summit of the other end of the range called the Eas SiifsAfeli 
(Willow Head), overlooking the Er-EAhah from above. The whole 
party descended, and after winding through the various basins 
and cliffs, which make up the range, we reached the rocky point 
overlooking the approach we had come the preceding day. The 
effect on us, as on every one who has seen and described it, was 
instantaneous. It was like the seat on the top of SerbAl, but 
with the difference, that here was the deep wide yellow plain 
sweeping down to the very base of tho cliffs ; exactly answering 
to the plain on which the people removed and stood afar off.” . . . 
There is yet a higher mass of granite immediately above this point, 
which should be ascended for the greater completeness of view 
which it aflbrds. — The plain below; is then seen extending not only 
between the ranges of Tlaha and Furei’A, but also into the lateral 
valleys, which, on the nqrth-east, unite it with the wide WAdy of 
the Sheykh. This is important, as showing how far the encamp- 
ment may have been spread below, still within sight of the same 
summit. Behind extends the granite mass of the range of Jebel 
Mfisa, cloven into deep gullies and basins, and ending in the tra- 
ditional peak, crowned by the memorials of its double sanctity. 
The only other point which now remained was to e.vplore the WAdy 
SebA’iyeh on the other side, and ascertain whether its appearance 
and its relation to Jebel Mfisa from below was more suitable than 
it had seemed from above. This I did on the afternoon of the third 
day, and I came to the conclusion, that it could only be taken for 
the place if none other existed. It is rough, uneven, narrow. The 
only advantage which it has is, that the peak from a few points, 
of view rises in a more commanding form than the EAs SiifsAfeh. 

the mountain never descends upon the plain. No I ^If we 
are to hav-a a mountain without a wide amphitheatra at its base, 
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let U8 have SevbU ; but, if otherwise, I am sure that if the monks 
of Justinljiix had fixed the tradition^ scene on the Bto Sfifs&feh, 
no one would for an instant have doubted that this only could he 

the spot Considering the almost total absence 

of such conjunctions plain and mountain in this region, it is a 
really important evidence to the truth of the narrative, that one 
such conjunction can be found, and that within the neighbourhood 
of the traditional Sinai. IS'or can I say that the degree of uneer* 
tainty, which must hang over it, materially diminished my enjoyment 
of it. In fact, it is a great safeguard for the real reverence due 
to the place, as the scene of the first great revelation of God to 
man. As it is, you may rest ou your general conviction, and be 
thankful. 

[On a careful consideration of the traditional statements, it seems 
very doubtful whether the scene of the Giving of the Law as we 
now conceive it, ever entered into the minds of those who fixed the 
traditional site. The consecrated peak of Jebel Mfisa was probably 
revered simply as the spot where Moses saw the vision of God, 
without reference to any more general event.] See Part I. pp. 
3f,44'. 


X. — ASCENT OF ST. CATHERINE. 

The next day we ascended the highest peak, not of the whole 
peninsula, but of the Sinai range. Its whole historical or legendary 
interest depends on the story from which it derives its name, that 
the angels bore St. Catherine’s bod^ from Alexandria over the 
Eed Sea and Desert, and placed it on this mountain top It is 
a noble mountain, and glorious was the view from the top* It 
embraces not only the labyrinth of bare granite peaks which you 
see from Jebel Mdsa, but a panorama over the whole Peninsula. 
Once more we saw SerbM itself ; once more, and now nearer at 
hand the masses of Um Shaumer; and (what we could not see 
from Serb^l) both the gulfs of the Bed Sea, beautifully blue, 
with the high mountains of Egypt and Arabia beyond. Most 
complete, too, was the view of Jebel Mfisa below; the reddish 
gramte of its lower mass ending in the grey green granite of the 
peak itself* 


XI. — ASCENT OF T|[E JEBEL EB-DBIR. 

i^s mountain is the only one of the group immediately around 

^ when tbs hermits of Syria in saw God.** Theod. Philott. vi. (toL iiL 

the ith century went to Mount Sinai, it p. 1172). 

was to see **tKe place in which Moses * See Parti, p. 45* 
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the Convent which had never been explored^ Por this reason, 
amongst others, we made the ascent, and for this reason I here 
give the account of it. It bears the various names of Jebel 
ed-Deir, “ the Mountain of the Convent,’* from the nunnery which 
once existed there-r-“ Jebel Bestin,” from St. Episteme, the first 
abbess of the nunnery, — “ Solab,” the Cross, from the cross which 
stands on its summit ; — of “ the Burning Bush,” from the story 
already given®.] “ We went up with two Bedouin boys, belonging 
to the serfs of the Convent ; — The name of the eldest was S&leh, 
of the younger, HamadAn. Like all the young guides attached 
to the monastery, they were remarkably intelligent ; and though 
they had never been to the summit before, found their way with 
great sagacity. The ascent took three hours : it was steep, but 
the granite was suiBBiciently rough to afford hold and footing. In 
the recesses between the peaks was a ruined Bedouin village. On 
the highest level was a small natural basin, thickly covered with 
shrubs of myrrh, — of all the spots of the kind that I saw, the 
best suited for the feeding of Jethro’s flocks in the seclusion of 
the mountain. From this, through the rock, a deep narrow cleft 
opens straight down upon the Convent, which lies far below, like 
a collection of houses of card or cork, with the leaden roof of 
the church standing athwart them. This, doubtless, is the explana- 
tion of the legend of the miraculous sun-beam. The highest point 
of all is a little above this, reached by clambering over blocks of 
granite, — and is crowned by the rude w’ooden cross which gives 
the mountain its name, and stands out in the blue sky, a strange 
sight in the Arabian wilderness. From this point, St. Catherine 
and Jebel Musa are both visible; •'also beyond St. Catherine, the 
long line of peaks, which we saw from thence ; and amongst them, 
rose the tall pyramidal mountain, of which we w^ero still in doubt 
whether it was XJm Shaumer. A light cloud veiled the summit 
of BAs Sufs&feh. This is the only spot which commands the view 
both of the WAdy SebA’iyeh and of the Wady er-BAhah. In 
other respects it is inferior to any of the other four mountain 
views we saw: less extensive than SerbAl or St. Catherine, less 
wild than Jebel Mflsa, and less imposing than Bas SiifsAfeh. 
Thence we descended by a path on the south-west to the ruins 
of the nunnery, called Magarefeh (“ Security ”), which was under a 
steep rock, and above a little spring or stream. Steps of broken 
stones, like those on the ascent of Jebel MAsa, lead from thence 
to the WAdy ed-Deir. In the cotirse of the descent, we came to a 
precipitous granite rock, so smooth as to render it almost impossible 
to pass down its surface ; the boys, with much ingenuity, tinned 


^ Bitter ; Sinai, p. 544. 


* Part 1. p. 4fi. 
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the difficulty by discovering 9 fissure, through which we could creep 
underneath it.** 


XII. — ^BOtJTB FJW>M SiyAI TO ’aKABA. 

[The approach to Sinai from the west has been so often described, 
that I have hitherto only given the general outline contained in the 
letters. Sut the descent to the east has been so seldom and so 
erroneously delineated, both in books and maps, that I venture to 
add here a few words from my journal.] 


On leaving the Convent, the road soon falls into the crescent 
Tomb of W&dy es-Sheykh, — which widens till it opens 

Sheykh into a large plain. In the midst of this was a small 
SAleh, chapel, with a white conical roof, containing the tomb 

of Sheykh Saleh, who gives his name to the wady. Bound it are 
a collection of small gravestones. He was, according to the Bedouins 
with us, one of the Suabia, or companions of the Prophet, “in 
the time of Mfisa and Mohammed,** and attended the latter, and 
was buried on the journey, — “ as if— excuse me — one of you, 
masters, fell sick, and died, and was buried.** “The tomb is still 
visited by all the Tavvdrah Arabs, and by them alone.** “The 
burial place belongs to them.** “Bedouins not of the TawArah, 
however near, could not be buried here.** The Arabs who accom- 
panied us (here and here only on tho journey) began to mutter 
prayers as they approached. They (with our own Mohammed) 
stood for a few minutes, saying a few prayers or addresses to the 
dead saint, with a great appearance of solemnity, and then entered 
the hovel. The ISaint is buried in the floor. His wooden coflin, 
with a wooden handle to mark the head, closed with a cloth — and 
sticks are rudely pub up round it, hung with old rags and lid above, 
is supposed to be above the grave. This is covered with shawls. 
“ If they were of Cashmere, no one would take them.’* The one 
Bedouin who entered with us knelt down, and taking dust from the 
coffin, threw it on his head. One by one they all entered, but with 
a kind of delicacy, waiting till we had left it. 

Prom this point we struck off from the WAdy es-Sheykh, 
leaving it to pursue its winding course towards the WAdy PeirAn, 
— ^and went up the Wady Suweiriyeh, — near the spring of Abfl 
Siiweirtyeh, when^ the Bedouins fetched water. Up the Nilkb 
SttWeirlyeh, — an abrupt but not high or difficult pass into the wAdy 
or wide broad plain of El-Wah, the watershed between the cluster 
of Sinai and *Akaba. From this pass, and from this plain, the 
backward view of the Sinai mountains was ven*' fine, — St. Catherine, 



ud at times Jebel Mdsa and B&s SdfsftfeU towering above the 
lest ; and in front a long bulwark of black and jagged peaksi like 
the Grampians. 

From this plain we descended into the WMy Seyil, — so called^ 
apparently from a few scattered acacias, the first we have wady 
seen since leaving the Wfildy Solaf. This w4dy is a Seyai* 
continuous descent, between high granite rocks, occasionaUy red — 
sometimes like the deep red of old brick. In this we encamped. 
The next day it widened, and the acacias increased into spreading 
mazy thorns. A sharp storm of rain, the only one we experienced 
in our whole journey, swept from the Sinai range, during which 
we took shelter under a “Eetem,** or broom. The shrubs on 
the ground were myrrh (ser), a yellow flowering shrub, called 
Abeithiran,** and a blue thorny plant, called “ Silleh.'* The hills 
here are of a conical shape, curiously slanting across each other, 
and with an appearance of serpentine and basalt. The wady, still 
bearing the same name, then mounted a short rocky pass — of hills 
capped with sandstone — and entered on a plain of deep sand — 
the fiir^ we had encountered — over which were scattered isolated 
clumps of sandstone, with occasional chalk — to which the Arabs 
gave the name of “ ’Adjerat-el-Earfls.** On two of these rock?« 
were Sinai tic inscriptions j one with animals, one without. At 
the close of this plain, an isolated rock, called by the Bedouins 
^‘Hertmet Haggag,** ^‘Aboutig Suleman,” ‘‘KePat ’Abdallah,** — 
its high tiers rising out of lower tiers, like a castle. Almost all 
round the lower tier are inscriptions, some Sinaitic, some Arab, two 
or three Greek, — many animals, some recent, but the greater part 
of the same colour as the inscriptions, — and chiefly ibexes, with 
enormous horns, overlapping the whole body like a rainbow ; — also 
camels and ostriches ^ 

Leaving this rock,— and leaving also the level ranges of El-T!h, 
which now rose in front, — we turned down from the Maharid-el 
Hiiderd.h, — the “network,” so called from the extreme complication 
of small isolated masses — ^through a sandy desert, amidst fantastic 
sandstone rocks, mixed with lilac and dull green, as if of tufa. 
Here were some more inscriptions, — and here we encamped. Above 
the encampment was a crumbling sandstone ridge, which commanded 
our last great view, and almost equal in beauty to any that we had 
seen in the Sinaitic Peninsula*. On the south-west was the wholq 
Sinai range. Um Shaumer and St. Catherine were veiled in cloud, 
—but Serb&I an<l El-Ben&t were just visible, — the first like one dot, 
the second, with its double peak, like two dots, on the far horizon 

a 

* Compare Barckhardt, 505, .*106. See Fart I. p. 60. 

* CSompare a sinulor view, farther west, Stewart^ Tent and Khan, p. 168. 
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On the north-west were the level ridges of theTih: on the east 
was the vast and beautiful outline of the Arabian mountains on 
the other side of the gulf of *Akaba, with yet another range beyond 
them, rising as if to a very great height. The near view was pf 
sand, isolated sandstone hills, and the green and purple bill on 
which we stood. 

At 7 -30 A.M. we started through deep sand', and what Dr* 
Bobinson well calls ‘‘ fragments of the Tlh,**over a flat plain called 
by the Arabs Ridhan-ea-ShukA*a. This presently contracted into ar 
♦ valley (WMy GhuzAleh), winding, like the Wady SeyM, between 
high granite rocks. At 9‘30, the W&dy Huder&h fell into it from 
the north-west, and the W4dy GhiizAleh now opened into another 
and a still more tortuous valley, which, from first to last, was called 
by the Arabs the Wady el-* Ain — ‘‘ of the Spring.” The spring, 
or brook, which gives it its name, is a rill of clear fresh water, 
which descends into it, winding througli a winding ravine from 
the west : its course marked by rushes, the large-leaved plant called 
“ Esher,” tamarisks, and wild palms. A venerable group of these 
' last stands near the entrance of the brook into the WAdy el-’ Ain, 
the rough stems springing up from one vast shaggy root, — ^the 
branches, dead and living, hanging over in a tangled canopy. As 
it descends into the wAdy, it spreads out its stream with more 
rushes and more palms. The rocks rise, red granite or black basalt, 
occasionally tipped as if with castles of sandstone, to the height of 
about 1000 feet. They are absolutely bare, except where the green 
“ lasaf ” or caper plant springs from the clefts. Occasionally they 
overlap and narrow the valley greatly. Finally they open on the 
sea — the high Arabian mountains rising beyond. At the mouth of 
the pass are many traces of flood — trees tom down, and strewed 
along the sand. 


HAZEROTH. 

Besides the interest of the physical peculiarities of this 
route is the faint probability that this beautiful valley and its 
neighbourhood may have been the scene of the first long halt 
after the departure from Sinai. After Taberah and Kibroth- 
B|attaavah, the people abode** ‘‘for seven days” at least, in 
Hazbroth*. Burckhardt, and most travellers after- him, have 

* See Part I, p. 8. argumente are well stated in Bitter ; 

« Numb. xi. 36 ; xii. 15, 16. The Sinai, 261, 261, 270. 
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from the resemblance of the two radical letters in the two 
words, identified this with HUderah, Such a conjectxire must 
be very uncertain, the more so as the name of Hazeroth is one 
the least likely to be attached to any permanent or natural 
feature of the desert. It means simply the enclosures*,*' 
such as may still be seen in the Bedouin villages, hardly 
less transitory than tents. Three points, however, may be 
mentioned, as slightly confirmatory of the hypothesis that the 
Israelite route lay in these valleys. First the brook of el-’Ain, 
as its name implies, is emphatically the water,** “ the spring,” 
of this region of the desert, and must therefore have attracted 
round it any nomadic settlements, such as are implied in 
the name of Hazeroth, and such as that of Israel must have 
been. If they descended at all to the western shores of the 
Gulf of 'Akaba, this is the most natural spot for them to have 
selected for a long halt. Secondly, in the muimurs previous 
to their arrival at Hazeroth, “the sea” is twice mentioned, in a 
manner which may indicate its proximity, and which is there- 
fore certainly more appropriate to these valleys touching on the 
Gulf of ’Akaba, than to the more inland route over the Tih. 
“ Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them to suffice 
them? or shall all the fish of the s^a.be gathered together, to 
suflSce them*? ” “ There went forth a wind from the Lord, and 
brought quails from the sea\ ” Thirdly, in connection with 
this incident of the “ quails,” may be mentioned the fact, that on 
the evening and the morning of our encampment, immediately 
before reaching the W&dy Huderah, the sky was literally 
darkened by the flight of innumerable birds, which proved to 
be the same large red-legged cranes, three feet high, with black 
and white wings, measuring seven feet from tip to tip, which 
we had seen in like numbers at the First Cataract of the Nile. 
It is remarkable that a similar flight was seen by Schubert 
near the very same spot. That any large flights of birds should 
be seen in those parts at any rate illustrates the scripture 
narrative. But if a recent^ explanation of the difficult passage 


* Por the mane, see Appendix, * “Voice of SinaV’ by the Bev. C. 

Numb. xi. 22 j see Hitter, 827. Forster, p. 108. 

* Knmh. xJ. 81. 
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' in Numbers xi. 81 , be correct, and the expression “two cubits 
high upon the face of the earth,” be applied, not to the 
accumulation of the mass, but to the size of the individual 
birds ; the flight of cranes, such as we saw, may be not merely 
an illustration, but an instance, of the incident recorded in the 
Pentateuch, and the frequency of the phenomenon in this 
locality may serve to show that Kibroth-Hattaavali and 
H&derah were not far distant. 


xiii. — oxjLir or ’akaba. 

The sea on which we descended is the Gulf of Elath and Ezion* 
Geber, up and down which the fleets of Solomon brought the gold 
of Ophir : the great channel of commerce till it was diverted by 
Alexandria to the Gulf of Suez. The two gulfs seem, like Castor 
and Pollux, to have risen and set alternately. Now there is not a 
single boat upon it from end to end. Once a-year, and once only, 
boats come round from Suez to ’Akaba with provisions for the 
Mecca pilgrims ; at all other times it is desolate as the wilderness. 
But what a sea ! and what a shore ! 

Prom the dim silvery mountains on the further Arabian coast, 
over the blue waters of the sea, melting into colourless clearness as 
they roll up the shelly beach, — that beach red mth the red sand, or 
red granite gravel that pours down from the clifis above, — those 
cliffs sometimes deep red, sometimes yellow and purple, and above 
tliem all the blue cloudless sky of Arabia. And the sight of the 
shore at once reveals why this sea, iu common with the Indian 
Ocean, was called lied by the Greeks, and the Sea of Weeds by the 
Hebrews. Of the red sand and rocks I have spoken : hut, besides 
these, fragments of red coral are for ever being thrown up from the 
stores below, and it is these coralline forests which form the true 
“ weeds of this fantastic sea. But, above all, never did I see such 
shells. Ear as your eye can reach you see the beach wlntening with 
them, like bleaching bones : and as you break them under your 
dromedary’s feet, they are like the earthenware on Monte Testaccio, 
only, instead of broken pottery, like white porcelain. These are^ the 
larger ones ; but there are smaller ones, of every size and shape, 
and colour: sometimes, too, the trunks of trees of white coral, 
shooting their roots through the sand, the upper branches gone, 
but still showing what these trees must be in the depths below. 
On the second day we had to leave the shore to cross a high mountain 
psias (Nflkb-Huweimirat), by a very rugged path, the highest and 
roughest that we have seen ; the line of camels, going in single file, 


^ See Part L p. 5. 
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extended almost from top to bottom. It is important, because, being 
the only means of reaching the bead of the Gulf, it proves either that 
the Israelites could not have come our route, or that no pass which 
we have seen in Sinai would have impeded their march to any point 
in the Peninsula. 

It was about four p.m. that we reached ’Akaba. ’Akaba is a 
wretched village, shrouded in a palm-grove at the north end of 
the Gulf, gathered round a fortress built for the protection of the 
Mecca pilgrimage ; into whose route we here again fell for the first 
time since we left it at ’Ajerfid, which is guarded by a fort like this. 
This 4s the whole object of the present existence of ’ Akaba, which 
stands on the site of the ancient Elath, — “ the Palm-Trees,** so 
called from the grovel Its situation, however, is very striking, 
looking down the beautiful gulf, with its jagged ranges on each 
side : on the west is the great black pass down which the pilgrimage 
descends, and from which *Akaba (“the Pass**) derives its name; 
on the north opens the wide plain, or Desert Valley, wholly different 
in character from anything we have seen, still called as it was in the 
days of Moses, “the *Arabah.’* Down this came the Israelites 
on their return from Kadeah, and through a gap up the eastern hills 
they finally turned off to Moab. On this view they undoubtedly 
looked. It was a new Red Sea for them, and they little knew the 
glory which it would acquire when it became the channel of all the 
wealth of Solomon. 


xrv. — THE *AEABAH. 

Our journey for the first two days was along the wide and desert 
valley of the ’Arabah. It is one great peculiarity of the whole of 
the passage through the Desert, that every day you pass over a 
battle-field of historical or topographical controversy; not the 
Forum of Rome is more fertile in such disputes. In this great 
valley there is no more question of the course of the Israelites. It 
is indeed doubtful whether they passed up it on their way to Canaan, 
but no one can doubt that they passed down it, when the valleys 
of Edom were closed against them. But the geographical contro- 
versy of which the *Arabah is the scene, though it has or ought to 
have been set at rest in its essential points by the comparative levels 
of the Gulf of ’Akaba and the Lake of Gennesareth, still remains 
unsettled in its lesser details. 

On the west are the limestone ranges of the Tih, horizontal as 
before. On the east is a low gap in the hills with three low peaks 
visible beyond. This is the WMy Ithm, which turns thf eastern 

1 See Fart I. p. 20. There is nothing to fix the precise site of Bzion^Geher, “the 
Chant's Backbone.** 
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range of the ’Arabah, and through "which the Israelites must have 
passed on their way to Moab. It is still one of the regular roads to 
Petra, and in ancient times seems to have been the main approach 
from Elath or *Akaba, as it is the only road from the south which 
enters Petra through the Sik The only published account of it 
is that of Laborde. These mountains appear to be granite, till as 
we advance northward we reach the entrance of the "Wady Tubal> 
where, for the first time, red sandstone appeared in the mountains^ 
rising, as in the Wddy el-* A in, architecture-wise, above grey granite. 

Two circumstances always make it difficult for travellers posi- 
tively to ascertain the watershed of the *Arabah. Pirst, the slope 
in the level from east to west, which distorts the course of the tor- 
rents, and makes it almost impossible to distinguish whether they 
descend in a northerly or a southerly direction ; secondly, the diffi- 
culty of traversing the *Arabah (when in a caravan) directly from 
east to west. The ridge which is pointed out as such is a long line 
of hills, formed apparently of a detritus of stone and sand, called 
“ Chragi er-llishi*’ (saddlebags of feathers), w’hich runs due west 
across the ’Arabah. Just before reaching these was the first view of 
Mount llor, and on ascending them wo looked back for the last 
time over the southern *Arabah, which from this point looks like 
a waste of sand ; whereas, when on its own level, the shrubs at times 
give it almost the appearance of a jungle. Tlie wide opening to the 
sea is also visible from hence, though not tlio sea itself. In the 
midst of these hills, or rather of the undulations formed by their 
sum n. its, all intersected by lesser watercourses, is one broad water- 
course, running from east to w’est, called W ady Howar, i, e., ** the 
division.” 

It is this which Sheykh Mohammed declares to be the watershed, 
and which, he maintains, “ shuts out ” the waters of the Gulf of 
*Akaba from side to side. 


XT, — APPaOACU TO PETEA. 

The whole prospect changes at this point. We lose the opening 
of the valley into the Gulf of ’Akaba, and we gain the view of Mount 
Hor, — the “ Mountain of Aaron,” as it is still called. Behind it lies 
Petra, and to Petra, through fantastic rocks, we turned aside, and 
encamped at last at the entrance of the pass, and waited for the 
morning. One isolated rock, with an excavation inside, in front 
of the hill, indicated the region we were approaching, apparently 
an outpost for a sentinel, — perhaps the very one which the Prophet 
had in his eye in that well-known text®, “Watchman, what of tie 
mght?” 


^ See p. 89. 


* Isaiah xxi. 11. “He calleth to me out of Sehr.^ 



lie StKil ISl) [ea4K I 

And now arose the strange feding of arriving at a plsite which it 
was possible we might be prerented by force from entering, or have 
by force to enter* Fifty years hence, when our friend Sheykh 
Mohammed ' has put down the surrounding tribes, Petra will have 
lost half its interest ; but now the failures and dangers are sufficiently 
recent to form part of the first impressions of the place. It is 
literally ‘‘paved with the good intentions’* of travellers, unfulfilled. 
There, was Mount Hor, which Robinson and Laborde in vain wished 
to ascend ; there, the plain half-way, where Burckliardt was obliged 
to halt without reaching the top ; here, the temple which Irby and 
Mangles only saw through their telescope ; here, the platform from 
which the Martineau party w’ere unable to stir without an armed 
guard; and, lastly, on the very plain of our encampment, at the 
entrance of the pass, travellers with our own dragoman were driven 
back last year .without even a glimpse of the famous city. 


XVI. — ASCENT OF MOUNT HOE. 

Wfe ascended the pass early in the morning; and leaving the 
camels and tents to go on to Petra, turned to climb the summit of 
Mount Hor. 

It is one of the very few spots connected with the wanderings of 
the Israelites, which admits of no reasonable doubt There Aaron 
died in the presence of Moses and Eleazer; there he was buried; 
and there Eleazer was invested with the priesthood in his stead. 
The mountain is marked far and near by its double top, which rises 
like a huge castellated building from a lower base, and on one of 
these is the Mahometan chapel erected out of the remains of some 
earlier and more sumptuous building, over the supposed grave. 
There was nothing of interest within; only the usual marks of 
Mussulman devotion, ragged shawls, ostrich eggs, and a few heads. 
These were in the upper chamber. The great High-priest, if his 
body be really there, rests in a subterraneous vault below, hewn out 
of the rock, and in a niche now cased over with stone, wood, and 
plaster. From the flat roof of the chapel we overlooked hia last view 
—that view which was to him what Pisgah was to his brother. To 
us the northern end was partly lost in haze; but we saw all the 


^ Sheykh Mohammed is the eldest son 
^ the celebrated Sbeykh of the Alawins, 
Hussayn* His father, now advancing in 
years, deputed his son to escort us ; and 
1 feel bound to mention the almost 
princely courtesy which he showed to us 
during the journey. 

^ The proofs of the identity of Jebel 
Har(iu, as it is now called, with Mount 


Hor, are — (1) The situation “by the 
coast of the land of Edom,” where it is 
emphatically “the Mountain” (Hor). 
Numb. XX. 28. (2) The statement of 

Josephus (Ant. IV. iv. 7), that Aaron’s 
death occurred on a high i^uutain en- 
closing Petra. (3) ^he modem name 
and ta^tional sonemty of the mountain 
as connected with Aaron’s tomb 
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main points on which his eye must have rested. He looked over 
the valley of the ’Arahah, countersected by its hundred waterconrseia; 
and beyond, over the white mountains of the wilderness they had so 
long traversed ; and at the northern edge of it, there must have been 
visible the heights through which the Israelites had vainly attempted 
to force their way into the Promised Land. This was the western 
view. Close around him on the east were the rugged mountains of 
Edom, and far along the horizon the wide downs of Mount Seir, 
through which the passage had been denied by the wild tribes of 
Esau who hunted over their long slopes, A dreary moment, and a 
dreary scene, — such at any rate it must have seemed to the aged 
priest. 

The peculiarity of the view w'as the combination of wide extension 
witli the scarcity of marked features and points on w hich to observe* 
Petra itself is entirely shut out by the intervening rocks. But the 
survey of the Desert on one side, and tlie mountains of Edom on 
the other, is complete ; and of these last the great feature is the mass 
of red bald-headed sandstone rocks, intersected, not by valleys, but 
by deep seams. In the heart of these rocks, itself invisible, lies 
Petra. Beyond spreads the range of yellow downs, tufted with 
vegetation, now called Sherah. And now to Petra let us descend. 


XVir. — ^PETBA. 

The first thing that struck mo in turning out of the Arabah up 
the defiles that lead to Petra was, that we had suddenly left the 
Desert, Instead of the absolute nakedness of the Sinaitic valleys, 
we found ourselves walking on grass, sprinkled with flowers, and the 
level platforms on each side w'erc filled with sprouting corn : and this 
continues through the whole descent to Petra, and in Petra itself. 

The next pcc\iliarity was wdien, after having left the summit of 
the pass, or after descending from Mount Ilor, we found ourselves 
insensibly encircled witli rocks of deepening and deepening red. 
Bed indeed, even from a distance, the mountains of “Bed” Edom 
appear, but not more so than the granite of Sinai: and it is not till 
one is actually in the midst of them that this red becomes crimson, 
and that the wonder of the Petra colours fully displays itself. 

Two mistakes seem to me to have been made in the descriptions. 
All the describers have spoken of bright hues— scarlet, sky-blue, 
orange, &c. Had they taken courage to say instead, “ dull crimson, 
indigo, yellow, and purple,” their accouut would have lost some- 
thing in efiect, but gained much in truth. Nor really would it have 
lost much any way. Eor the colours though not gaudy,— or rather 
: because theygsare not gaudy,— are gorgeous. You are never, or 
hardly ever, startled by them. You could never mistake them 
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for anjtliiDg else but nature; they seem tbe natural clothing of the 
place. 

Another mistake is, that the descriptions lead you— or, at least, 
they led me— to suppose that wherever you turn at Petra, you see 
nothing but these wonderful colours. I have already said, that 
from a distance one liardly sees them at all. One sees the general 
contrast only of the red sandstone cliffs standing out against the 
white limestone and yellow downs, which form their higher back- 
ground. But when one comes in face of the very cliffs themselves, 
then they are, as I have said, a gorgeous, though dull crimson, 
streaked and suffused with purple. These are the two predominant 
colours, — ** ferruginous,” perhaps, they might best be called, — and 
on the face of the rocks the only colours. But one striking feature 
of the whole scenery is, that not merely the excavations and build- 
ings, but the rocks themselves, are in a constant state of mouldering 
decay. You can scarcely tell where excavation begins and decay 
ends. It is in these caves, and roofs, and recesses, whether natural 
or artificial — very numerous it is true, but not seen till you are close 
within them — that there appears that extraordinary veining and 
intermixture of colours, in "which yellow and blue are occasionally 
added — ribbon-liko — to red and purple. Of the three comparisons 
usually made — mahogany, raw-flesh, and watered-silk — the last is 
certainly the best. 

This brings me to tho third great feature of Petra-— its exca- 
vations. Here again the same error has been committed. I had 
expected to be surrounded by rocks honeycombed with caves. By 
no means. I do not doubt, that by calculation of all in the out- 
lying ravines, you might count up thousands; but in the most 
populous part that I could select, I could not number in one view 
more than fifty, and generally much fewer. It is their immense 
ramifications, rather than their concentrated effect, that is remark- 
ablCj and this of course can no more be seen in one view than all 
tbe streets of London. The larger excavations are temples; the 
others may be divided between modern (i. e., Eoman or Arab) 
tombs, and Edomite or Horito' habitations. Bound about, or rather 
east and west, are masses of crumbling rock, their faces immediately 
above this mass of ruins cut out into holes, and sometimes with* 
Grecian fa9ades. Of these, the most remarkable are in the eastern 
cliffs, where four of these great excavations, apparently not tombs 
or houses, but temples, stand close together with tiers of pillars one 
above another, giving to that cliff an embattled appearance, which, 
architecturally speaking, is the only remarkable feature in the basin 
of Petra, taken by itself. • • • • 

^ The aame of the **Horim,” who preceded the Edomites il. 22) signiaes, 
^dweUers in caves.** 
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But Petra, that i«, the mere site of the cifcj, is by far the least 
striking part of Petra. There any one, I think, with highly-raised 
expectations will feel disappointment. In the two points I am 
going to describe, I believe no one. 

First there is the famous defile which, in ancient times, was the 
chief — the only usual — approach to Petra ; and I feel so strongly 
the loss of interest which Petra suffers by the present gradual 
entrance, that I would strongly recommend all travellers — even at 
the cost of another day’s journey — to come round by this eastern 
approach, through which, though we only saw it reversed, I mean 
now to conduct you, as if entering from the east. 

You descend from those wide downs and those white cliffs which 
I have before described as forming the background of the Bed City 
when seen from the west, and before you opens a deep cleft between 
rocks of red sandstone rising perpendicularly to the height of one, 
TWO, or three hundred feet. This is the or “cleft;” through 
this flows — if one may use the expression — the dry torrent, which, 
rising in the mountains half an hour hence, gives the name by 
which alone Petra is now known amongst tlio Arabs — Wady MAsa. 
“For,” — so Sheykh Mohammed tells us — “as surely as Jebel 
Hariin (the Mountain of Aaron) is so called from the burial-place 
of Aaron, is Wddy Mvlsa (the Valley of Moses) so called from the 
cleft being made by tlie rod of Moses when he brought the stream 
through into the valley beyond.” It is, indeed, a place worthy of 
the scene, and one could long to believe it. Follow me, then, down 
this magnificent gorge — the most magnificent, beyond all doubt, 
which I have ever beheld. The rocks are almost precipitous, or 
rather, they would be, if they did not, like their brethren in all this 
region, overlap, and crumble, and crack, as if they would crash over 
you. The gorge is about a niilo and a half long, and the opening of 
the clifls at the top is throughout almost as narrow as the narrowest 
part of the defile of Pfefiers, which, in dimensions and form, it more 
resembles than any other of my acquaintance. At its very first 
entrance you pass under the arch which, though greatly broken, 
still spans the chasm — meant apparently to indicate the approach to 
the city. You pass under this along the bed of the torrent, now rough 
with stones, but once a regular paved road like the Appian Way, 
the pavement still remaining at intervals in the bed of the stream 
— the stream, meanwhile, which now has its own wild way, being 
then diverted from its course along troughs hewn in the rock above, 
or conducted through earthenware pipes, still traceable. These, 
and a few niches for statues now gone, are the only traces of human 
hand. What a sight it must have been, when all these wore perfect I 

A road, levigl and smooth, running through tliese tremendous 
rcicks, and the blue sky just visible above, the green caper-plaufc 
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iMid wild ivy hanging iu festoons over the heads of the travellers as 
they wind along, the flowering oleander fringing then, as now, thU 
marvellous highway like the border of a garden-w'alk. You move On ; 
and the ravine, and with it the road, — and with the road in old times 
the caravans of India, — winds as if it were the most flexible of rivers, 
instead of being in truth a rent through a mountain-wall. In this 
respect, in its sinuosity, it differs from any other like gorge I ever 
saw. The peculiarity is, perhaps, occasioned by the singularly 
friable character of the cliffs, the same character that has caused 
the thousand excavations beyond ; and the eflect is, that instead of 
the uniform character of most ravines, you are constantly turning 
round corners, and catching new lights and new aspects, in which 
to view the cliffs themselves. They are, for the most part, deeply 
red, and when you see their tops emerging from the shade and 
glowing in the sunshine, I could almost forgive the exaggeration 
that calls them scarlet. But in fact they are of the darker hues 
which in the shadow amount almost to black, and such is their 
colour ^t the point to which I have brought you, after a mile or 
more through the defile — the cliffs overarching in their narrowest 
contraction — when, suddenly through the narrow opening left be- 
tween the two dark walls of another turn of the gorge, you see a 
pale pink front of pillars and sculptured figures closing your view 
from top to bottom. You rush towards it, you find yourself at the 
end of the defile, and in the presence of an excavated temple, which 
remains almost entirely perfect between the two flanks of dark rock 
out of which it is hewn ; its preservation, and its peculiarly light and 
rosy tint being alike due to its singular position facing the ravine 
or rather wall of rock, through which the ravine issues, and thus 
sheltered beyond any other building (if one may so call it) from the 
wear and tear of weather, which has effaced, though not defaced, the 
features, and tanned the complexion, of all the other temples. 

This I only saw by degrees, coming upon it from the west ; but 
to the travellers of old times, and to those who, like Burckhardt in 
modem times, came down the defile, not knowing what they were 
see, and meeting with this as the first image of the lied City, 1 
cannot conceive anything more striking. There is nothing of 
peculiar grace or grandeur in the temple itself — (the Khazn6, or 
Treasury, it is called) — it is of the most debased stylo of Koman 
architecture ; but under the circumstances, I almost think one is 
more startled by finding in these wild and impracticable mountains a 
production of the last effort of a decaying and over-refined civilisa- 
tion, than if it were something which, by its better and simple)* 
taste, mounted more nearly to the source where Art and Nature 
were one. ^ 

Probably any one who entered Petra this way, would be so 
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electrified by this a^paritioa (which I cannot doubt to have been 
evoked there purposely, as you would place a fountain or an 
obelisk at the end of an avenue), as to have no eyes to behold or 
sense to appreciate anything else. Still, I must take you to the end. 
The Sik, though it opens here, yet contracts once more, and it is in 
this last stage that those red and purple variegations, which I have 
before described, appear in their most gorgeous hues ; and here also 
begins, what must have been properly the Street of Tombs, the Appian 
Way of Petra. Here they are most numerous, tlio rock is honey- 
combed with cavities of all shapes and sizes, and througli these you 
advance till the defile once more opens, and you sec — strange and 
unexpected sight ! — with tombs above, below, and in front, a Greek 
Theatre hewn out of the rock, its tiers of seats literally red and 
purple alternately, in the native rock. Once more the defile closes 
with its excavations, and once more opens in the area of Petra itself 5 
the torrent-bed passing now through absolute desolation and silence, 
* though strewn with the fragments which show that you once entered 
on a splendid and busy city gathered along in the rocky banks, as 
along the quays of some great northern river. 

The Sik is unquestionably the great glory of Petra ; but there is 
another point, on the other side, which struck mo very much also, 
and which, if thoroughly explored, w'ould I tliink be the most 
instructive and interesting spot in the place ^ . You turn up a torrent 
bed in the -western cliffs (for torrent-beds from all sides pour 
down into this area in the heart of the hills), but soon leave it to 
ascend a staircase hewn out of the rocks, steps not absolutely 
continuous now, though probably tliey once were ; broad steps 
glowing with tlie native colours, which conduct you through mag- 
nificent rocks, and along the banks of an almost second Sik, high 
up into the vast cluster of rocks which face Mount Hor on the 
north. This staircase is the most striking instance of what you 
see everywhere. Wlierever your eyes turn along the excavated 
sides of the rocks you see steps, often leading to nothing ; or to 
something which has crumbled away ; often wdth their first steps 
Worn away, so that they are now inaccessible : sometimes as mere 
ornaments in the fa9ades, but everywhere seen even more than the 
caves themselves. High up in these rocks, withdrawn like the 
“ Khazno between two gigantic walls of cliff, with a green platform 
before it, is another temple of the same kind, though not of the 
same singular colour. In fact, it has the appearance of yellow 
stone, but in form it is more perfect than the Khazne, and its 
whole effect is so extremely modern, that I cannot better describe 
! its impression on mo tlian by comparing it to a London church of 
the last century. That is to say, you must imagine a London 

1 See p. 00. 
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church, of the most debased style of ornament and taste, trans- 
planted into a mountain nook as mid and solitary as the Splugen. 
I coll it solitary — but it was not always so. The Arabic name, Ed- 
Deir,— “ the Convent,” — implies their belief that it was a Christian 
church. Crossos are carved within it. The Sinaitic inscriptions are 
carved on the steps by which it is approached. Euins lie above, 
below, and around it. Everything, in short, tends to indicate that 
this was a specially sacred spot, and that it was regarded so by 
Christians afterwards. 


KADESH. 

With the departure for Sinai, or at least from Hazeroth, the 
geographical interest of the Israelite liistory almost ceases till 
the arrival in the table-lands of Moab, and the first beginning 
of the conquest. Not only is the general course of their march • 
wrapt in great obscurity, but even if we knew it, the events are 
not generally of a kind which wrould receive any special 
illustration from the scenes in which they occurred. 

No attempt shall here be made to track their course in 
detail. It is possible that some future traveller may discover 
the stations recorded in the itinerary of the 33rd chapter of the 
Book of Numbers. At present none has been ascertained with 
any likelihood of truth, unless we accept the doubtful identifi- 
cation of Hazeroth with Huderah', of which I have already 
spoken. All that is clear is, thatthe}^ marched northward from 
Mount Sinai, probably over the plateau of the Tib — which 
seems to be designated as “the wilderness of Paran ” — then that 
they descended into the 'Arabah — designated, apparently, as 
“ the wilderness of Zin.” TJience on the refusal of the king 
of Edom to let them pass through his territory, they moved 
southward, encamped on the shores of the Gulf of *Akaba, 
at Ezion-Geber, and then turned the corner of the Edomite 
mountains, at tlieir southern extremity, and entered the table- 
lands of Moab at the “ torrent of the willows ” (“ the brook 
Zared ”), at the south-east end of the Dead Sea. 

In this general obscurity, one place stands out prominently. 
There can be no question, that next to Sinai, the most im- 

' A list of possible identifications may of Palestine by Babbi Joseph Schwarz, 
be seen in the Descriptive Geography p. 212—214. 
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portaut of all the resting-places of the Children of Israel is 
Kadesh*. It is the only one dignified by tlie name of city/* 
Its very name awakens our attention — the “ Holy Place ** — 
same name by which Jerusalem itself is still called in Arabic, 
‘‘ El-Khods/' It is probably the old oracular “ Spring of 
Judgment,” mentioned as existing in the earliest times of 
Canaanite history*; as if, like Mount Sinai itself, it had an 
ancient sanctity before the host of Israel encamped within its 
precincts. The encampment there is also distinct in character 
froin any other in the wilderness, except the stay at Sinai or 
perhaps at Rephidim. The exact time is not given ; but it is 
stated generally that “they abode in Kadesh many days*.” 
They were there at least forty days*, during the absence of the 
^ spies. In its neighbourhood, the first battle was fought with 
the southern Canaanites*. There arose the demand for water, 
which gave to the place its new name of •Meribah-Kadesh ; 
there also occurred the rebellion of Korah, and the death of 
the sister and the brotlier of Moses. 

All these indications compel us to look for some more definite 
locality than can be foimd in the scattered springs and pools 
in the midst of the Desert, with which travellers have usually 
endeavoured to identify it — such, for example, as *Ain el- 
Weibeh, on the western side of the ’Arabah, which Dr. Robinson 
selected as the spot, and which, but for the reasons just given, 
would not be an inappropriate scene. 


^ Although Belaud (Palsestiua, p. 115, 
if.) is probably mistaken in supposing 
that there were two haltiug*places of 
Israel called Kadesh, yet it does appear 
that in Gen. xvi. 14 ; xx. 1 ; Josh. xy. 
23, another Kadesh may be intended on 
the nortbem plateau of the Tib ; and, if 
80 , this may be the one found by Mr. 
Bowlands (Williams* Holy City, yoI. i. 
App. p. 466,) under the same name, 
in a place corresponding with those 
indications, but too far northward 
and westward to bo identified with 
Kadesh-Bamea. The fact of the affix 
of “Barnea** may indicate that there 
were two. Whether Israel was twice 
at Kadesh seems extremely doubtful. 
!nie difficulty of reducing the second 
of the wanderings of Israel to dis* 
inct ehrtmological order, will be evident 


to any one who compares Numb. xxxilL 
30 — 36 with Beut. x. 6 — 7. 

* Gen. xiv. 7. “En-Mishpat (the 
spring of judgment), which is Kadesh 
Compare for the combination, Ex. xv. 
25, **He made for them (at Marsh) a 
statute and a * judgment* (mishpat).** 
Jerome, however, distinguishes ^idesh 
en-Mishpat from Kadesh-Bamea, making 
the former to be a spot in the Valley of 
Gerar, well known in his days as 

dan, — “the well of the judge.** Be 
Loc. Heb. voc. Futeua judicis* 

® Beut. i. 46. 

* Numb. xiii. 25. 

* Numb. xiv. 45. The victory in 
Numb. xxi. 1, seems to be an antiisipa* 
tion of Judg. L 17. 

0 Beut. xxxU. 51. 
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The geographical notices of its situation are unfortunately 
too slight to be of much service. Yet thus much they fix, that 
it was in the wilderness of Zin that it was on the ‘ edge * 
of the border of Edom*’* — that it was near Mount Hor,” — 
that it was at the southern point to which tlie territory of 
Judah afterwards reached. 

Is there any place to which these indications correspond ? 
Possibly, if the country were thoroughly explored, there might 
be found several in the deserted cities of Edom, known only to 
the very few travellers who have entered Edom by the MV&dy 
Ithm. At present one only is known, and that is Petra. 

An oasis of vegetation in the desert hills : scenery only 
second in grandeur to that where tlie Law was delivered ; a city 
of which the present ruins are modern, but of which the earlier 
vestiges reach back to the remotest antiquity — these are some 
of the points which give Petra a claim to be considered as the 
original sanctuary of the Idumean wilderness. It is moreover 
one of the few facts localised by anything like an authentic 
tradition, — in this case preserved by Josephus, the Talmudists, 
Eusebius®, and Jerome'*, — that Kadesh was either identical, 

^ Numb. XKvii. 14 ; xxxiii. HG ; Beut. identifies with Petra. Arke is evidently 
xxxii. 51. In uno passage, Kadesh ap- the same word (perhaps with the prefix of 
pears to bo placed in the wilderness of ’Arfor “mountain” — ^as in Armageddon) 
Paran.” Numb, xiii, 26. The spies re- as “llekem,” the Syriac name for Petra 
turned “ unto the wilderness of Paran to (Jerome, Be Loc. Heh. voc. Petm and 
Kadesh” (cf. xii. IG). It is possible Rehem) and the Talmndist name for 
that the other Kadesli (before noticed) Kadesh, — see also the Syriac and Arabic 
may be here meant. But, however it is versions, — derived (says Jerome, voc. 
explained, a passap of this kind, — with JBctoi, and Josephus, Ant. IV. vii. 1) 
the liability to mistakes which seems to from the Midianito chief Rohan, Abnlfeda 
have beset the whole text of the wander- (Tabula Syria?, p. 11,) speaks of Ar-Ra- 
iugs, — cannot avail against the emphatic kern as near Al-Balkd (the Arabic name 
contrast elsewhere drawn between the of the country east of the Ghor), and 
two wildernesses of Paran and of Zin, remarkable for the houses cut in the 
and the close connection of Kadesh-Bamea rock* There may be other places on the 
with Zin. east of the Ghor to which this description 

® The ‘edge,’ Numb. xx. 16, is the would apply, but none to which it would 
same word as is used in Numb, xxxiii. so well apply as Petra. The Targums of 
37, of Mount Hor. Modem writers who Onkelos, Jonathan, and Jerusalem, call 
represent Edom as extending west of the Kadesh-Barnea “Rekem-Giah,” — ‘of the 
’Axabah in the time of Moses, commit an ravine,* probably alluding to the Slk. 
anachronism, borrowed from the times See Schwarz, p. 23, 24, who has, how- 
after the Captivity, when the Edomites, ever, his own explanations, 
driven from their ancient seats, occupied . * “Cades Bamea in dese||^, qua con* 
the “south” of Judsca as far as Hebron ; jungitwr civitati Petra in ArabiA** Hq 

1 Mtaoc. y. 65. notices the tomb of Miriam as still shown 

* Josephus (Ant. IV. iv. 7) speaks of there, not that of Aaron. (Be Loo. Heb. ) 
Hoirnt Hor as lying above Arke, which he 
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or olosely connected witii Petra* With this the existing names 
^though capable of another origin) remarkably harmonise* The 
mountain which overhangs the valley of Petra has been known 
as far back as the knowledge of travellers extends, as the 
Mountain of Aaron.** The basin of Petra is known to the 
Arabs by no other name than “the Valley of Moses.** The 
great ravine through which the torrent is admitted into iho 
valley, is called “ the Cleft of Moses ** — in distinct reference to 
the stroke of the rod of Moses*. 

In accordance with these confirmations are the incidental 
expressions of the narrative itself. The word always used for 
“the rock*’ of Kadesh*, in describing the second supply of 
water, is “scZa** or * cliff in contradistinction to tlie usual 
ysfovd tmr '* — ‘ roc/c,* which is no less invariably applied to 
“the rock ** of Horeb — the scene of the first supply*. It may 
be difficult to determine the relative meaning of the two words. 

' But it is almost certain that of the two, “ sela,'* like our word 
“ cliff,** is the grander and more abrupt feature. On the one 
hand, this is of importance as excluding from tlie claimants to 
the name of Kadesh, such spots as ’Ain el-Weibeh, where the 
rocks are merely stony shelves of three or four feet in height. 
On the other hand, the name “ Sela ’* is also the same as that 
by which in later times the place now called “ Petra ** was de-? 
signated. As the southern boundary of Judah is described as 
reaching over the “ascent of scorpions** to Kadesh, so the 
Amorite boundary is described as “ from the ascent of scor- 
pions, from ‘the cliff* (seZa) and^ upwards.” “Amaziah took 
‘ the cliff* {sela) by war.’* “ Other ten thousand did the children 
of Judah carry away captive, and brought them up to the top of 
‘the cliffy (seZa), and cast them down from tlie toj) of ‘ the cliff’ 
{sela), that they were all broken into* pieces.” The name of 


* See p, 89. This also agrees with 
•lerome's description of Mount Hoi*. “Or 
Moos, in quo mortuus est Aaron, jtuda 
dyiiatem Petram^ ubi tmque 
tiiem ostendUur rupes qud percmtd 
fttagnas aquas populo dedit.” Dq Loc. 
Ueb. voc. Or, 

; * Numb. xx. 8 — 11, See Appendix. 

' J Exod. xvii. 6, 

; Joshua xv. 3 ; Judg. i. 36, 


® 2 Kings xLv. 7 ; 2 Chron. xxv. 12. 
The use of this word in these passages 
makes it probable that the denunciation! 
of Fsalm cxxxvii. 9, is aimed not against 
tlie “daughter of Babylon,” but against 
“ the children of Edom,” — “ Happy 
shall he be that rewardeth thee as thou 
hast served us ; happy shall ho be that 
taketh and dasheth thy little onesagfunst 
the * cliff * {eclaV' 
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iCadesh almost entirely disappears from the Sacred Books 
before the name of Sela appears, and it is therefore possible 
that the latter, taken from its natural peculiarity, may have 
been given to it by the Edomites or later settlers after the 
recollections of its earlier sanctity had passed away. That a 
sanctuary of this kind should have been gradually transformed 
into an emporium and thoroughfare of commerce, as was the 
case with Petra during the Eoman empire, would be one out 
of many instances with which oriental and ancient history 
abounds. 

If there be any ground for this conclusion, Petra assumes 
a new interest. Its rock-hewn caves may have served in part 
for the dwellings, in part for the graves of the Israelites ; it is 
dignified as the closing scene of the life both of Miriam and 
Aaron; its sanctity may account for the elevation and seclusion 
of some of its edifices, perched high among almost inaccessible 
rocks, and evidently the resort of ancient pilgrims ; its impres- 
sive scenery weU accords with the language of the ancient 
hymns of Israel, in which Kadesh with the surrounding rocks 
of Edom is almost elevated to the rank of a second Sinai: 

Lord*, when thou wentest out of Sei7% when thou marchedst 
out of the field of Edom.'* ** God* came from Tevian, and the 
Holy One from Mount Paran.” ‘‘ He brought them to Mount 
Sinai and ^ Kadesh-barnea*' “ The Lord came from Sinai, and 
rose up from Mount Seir unto them ; he shined forth from 
Mount Paran, and he came” — if we take the Hebrew as 
followed in the Authorised Version —-“with ten tliousands of^ 
saints ; ” if we take the Septuagint, “ with the ten thousands of 
Kadesh ;** — if we follow the conjecture of Ewald*, “from 
Meribah-Kadesh.** 

And if any point is to be selected in Petra, as especially the 
seat of this primeval sanctuary, it is that which I have just 
described, commonly known by the name of the Deir, 
or Convent. Its present form is of the same modern 
character as that which deprives all these nc^uments of any 
deep interest — a facade, with avast um on the si^mit; the 

< Dent, xxxiii. 2. 

* Geschichte, 2ud edit., iL 257. 


* Jndg. V. 4, 

A Habak. iii. 8. 

* Juditli T. 14. 
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iaterior, one large halL But its situation and its accompani* 
ments indicate the great importance, if not sanctity^ with 
which it was invested at some period by the inhabitants of 
Petra. Bemoved as it is from the sight not only of the town, 
but of the numerous sepulchres or excavations with which 
the cliffs which surround the town are perforated, it must 
have had some special purpose of its own. The long ascent 
by which it is approached, mostly along the edge of a pre- 
cipitous ravine, is carefully hewn, wherever the rocks admit, 
into a continuous staircase, of which the steps are in more 
than one instance marked by the unknown inscriptions in the 
so-called Sinaitic character. The walls of the interior of the 
Deir itself, as well as the steps, are sculptured with the usual 
accompaniments of •these inscriptions, — crosses and figures of 
the wild goat, or ibex. Immediately opposite is a hill, with 
a large chamber below, partly natural, partly artificial; con- 
taining a sculptured niche at the end of it for a statue; and 
bases of columns lie strewed around. A staircase leads to 
the roof of the Deir, which is again inscribed with a rude 
character; and>on the rocky platform with which the roof 
communicates, is a circle of hewn stones, and again, still 
beyond, is a solitary cell’ hewn in an isolated cliff, and joined 
to this platform by a narrow isthmus of rock. 

In the absolute dearth of records of Petra it is impossible 
to decide the reason of tlie selection of this lonely spot for a 
sanctuary, thus visited, as it would appear, by the same pil- 
grims who have left their traces so often elsewhere in the 
Peninsula. Yet its situation inevitably suggests some relation 
to Mount Hor. From the threshold, indeed, of the Deir, 
Mount Hor is not visible. But the whole of the upper story, 
and the roof — ^to which, as I have said, a staircase ascends as 
if for the express purpose of commanding a wider view, — ^both 
look upon the sacred mount of the High-priest’s tomb, and are 
seen from thence. It is, in fact, the only building of Petra 
included in the view from Mount Hor, through which alone, in 
its deep seclusion, it was first revealed to the eyes of travellers. 

« 

* ^ (Hus last feature I deriye from Hiss record of its existence. From an over* 
Hartineau (Eastm Life, 2nd Ed. p. 410), sight I omitted to see it on the spot, 
tjrho is the only person who has left a 
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Is it too much to suppose that this point and Mount Hot 
were long regarded as the two sacred spots of Petra; that the 
scene of the death and sepulture of Aaron was designedly fixed 
in view of this, the innermost sanctuary of the Holy Place of 

Kadesh ; ” that this sanctity was retained through the suc- 
cessive changes of Pagan and Christian worship ; and that the 
pilgrims of the Desert mounted these time-worn steps, and 
traced their inscriptions upon the rock, on their way to the 
only spot whence they could see the grave of Aaron ? 

XVIII. — ^APPEOACH TO PALESTINE. 

The day of leaving Petra was occupied in the passage of the 
mountains into the ’Arabah ; the next in crossing the * Arabah ; on 
the other side we came to *Ain el-Weibeh— thtee springs with palms 
under^the low limestone cliffs which form the boundary of the mass 
of the mountains of the Tih. This spot Dr. Eobinson supposes to 
be Eadesh 

It was at 'Akaba that Mohammed, stretching out his hands in 
prayer, after a few moments of silence exclaimed, pointing over 
the palm trees, “ There is the new moon,*’ — the new moon which 
gave me a thrill no new moon had ever wakened before, for, if 
all prospered, its fulness would be that of the Paschal moon at 
Jerusalem. At ’Akaba, too, we first came within the dominions of 
David and Solomon. And now we were already on the confines of 
the tribe of Judah, and the* next day we crossed the difficult 
high pass of Sfifch, thought to he that through which the Israelites 
were repulsed by the Amorites Unfortunately a thick haze hung 
over the mountains of Edom, so that we saw them no more again. 
It was on Palm Sunday that we descended on the other side, and 
from this time the approach to Palestine fairly began. How the 
name of Aaron rang with a new sound in the first and second lessons 
of that evening after the sight of Mount Hor. , 

The Approach to Palestine — nothing can be more gradual. There 
is no special point at which you can say the Desert is ended and the 
Land of Promise is begun. Tet there is an interest in that solemn 
and peaceful melting away of one into the other which I cannot 
describe. It was like the striking passage in Thalaba, describing 
the descent of the mountains, with the successive beginnings of 
vegetation and warmth. The first change was perhaps what one 
would least expect — ^the disappearance of trees. The last palms ^ 
were those wo left in the ’Arabah. Palm Sunday the day 

/ ^ Deut L 44. Or Amalekites, Num. ziv. 45. 
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which shut us out, I believe, with few pare exceptions, from 
those beautiful creations of the Nile and the Desert springs^ 
The next day we saw the lost of our well-known Acacia — ^that 
consecrated and venerable tree of the Burning Bush fCnd of the 
Tabernacle; and then, for the first time in the whole journey, 
we had to take our mid-day meal without shade. But mean* 
while every other sign of life was astir. On descending from 
the Pass of S&feh, one observed that the little shrubs, which 
had more or less sprinkled the whole *Arabah, were more thickly 
studded ; the nexjj day they gave a gray covering to the whole 
hill-side, and the little tufts of gass threw in a general tint of 
green before unknown. Then * the red anemones of Petra re- 
appeared, and then here and there patches of corn. As we 
advanced, this thin covering became deeper and fuller ; and daisies 
and hyacinths were mixed with the blood-drops® of the anemones. 
Signs of ancient habitations appeared in the ruins of forts, and 
remains on the hill-sides ; wells, too, deeply built with marble 
casings round their mouths, worn by the ropes of ages. East 
and west, under a long line of hills which bounded it to the north, 
ran a wide plain in which verdure, though not universal, was still 
predominant. Up this line of hills our next day’s course took us, 
and still the marks of ruins increased on the hill-tops, and long 
courses of venerable rock or stone®, the boundaries, or roads, or both, 
of ancient inhabitants ; and the anemones ran like fire through the 
mountain glens ; and deep glades of corn, green and delicious to the 
eye, spread right and left before us. 

Most striking anywhere would have been this protracted approach 
to land after that wide desert sea — these seeds and plants, and planks, 
as it were, drifting to meet us. But how doubly striking, when one 
felt in one’s inmost soul, that this was tho entrance into the Holy 
Land — ‘‘ Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozra?” Everything told us that wo were approaching the 
sacred frontier. In that solitary ride — for all desert, rides are more 
or less solitary — tlnough this peaceful passing away of death into 
life, there was indeed, no profanation of the first days of Passion 
Week. That wide plain of which I spoke, with its ruins and wells, 
was the wilderness of Beersheba : with wells such as those for which 
Abraham and Isaac struggled ; at which, it may be, they had watered 
their flocks ; the neutral ground between the Desert and the culti- 
vated region which those shepherd-patriarchs would most naturally 

* See Chapter II. vlii. Sea, by Do Saulcy (i. 362, 647), who 

^ it is these which are called ** Blood- aptly likens them to the long low lines of 
drops of Oh^.” Chapter IL p. 139. stone which form so large a part of 

’ Compare the description of similar Earnak in Brittany, 
avoiities on title eastern side of the Dead B 2 
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choose for their wanderings, before the idea of a more permanent 
home had yet dawned upon them. That long line of hills was the 
beginning of **the hill country of Judaea,” and when we began to 
ascend it, the first answer to our inquiries after the route told that it 
was ** Carmel,” not the more famous mountain of that name, but 
that on which Nabal fed his flocks ; and close below its long ranges 
was the hill and ruin of “ Ziph ; ” close aboye, the hill of Maon 
That is to say, we were now in the heart of the wild country where 
David wandered from Saul like those very partridges in the moun- 
tains*,” which we saw abounding in all directions. And in the 
extensive views which the tops^of these hills commanded on the 
south, there was the long range of the Tih, — faithful to the last to 
that same horizontal character which we saw from Suez ; and to the 
east, towering high into the hazy sky, what looked like the Alps of 
Moab ; and between us and them a jagged line of lower hills, the 
rocks of En-gedi; and, in the misty depths which parted these 
nearer and those further mountains, there needed no guide to tell 
that tiliere lay, invisible as yet, the Dead Sea. 

Erom these heights, by gradual ascent and descent we went on. 
With Ziph the more desolate region ended. The valleys now began, 
at least in our eyes, almost literally “ to laugh and sing.” Greener 
and greener did they grow — the shrubs, too, shot up above that 
stunted growth. At last, on the summits of further hills, lines of 
spreading trees appeared against the sky^. Then came ploughed 
fields and oxen. Lastly, a deep and wide recess opened in the hills 
— ^towers and minarets appeared through the gap, which gradually 
unfolded into the city of “ the Friend of God” — this is its Arabic 
name^: far up on the right ran a wide and beautiful upland valley, 
all partitioned into gardens and fields, green fig-trees and cherry- 
trees, and the vineyards— famous through all ages ; and far ofi*, gray 
and beautiful as those of Tivoli, swept down the western slope the 
olive-groves of Hebron. Most startling of all was the hum through 
the air — thitherto “that silent air” which I described during our 
first encampment, but which had grown familiar as the sounds of 
London to those who live constantly within their range — the hum, 
at first, of isolated human voices and the lowing of cattle, rising up 
from these various orchards and cornfields, and then a sound, which 
to our ears, seemed like that o,f a mighty multitude, but which was 
only the united murmur of the population of the little town which 
we now entered at its southern end. They had come out to look 
at some troops which were going off to capture a refractory chief, 
and they still remained sitting on the mounds — old men, women, 

% 

* 1 Sam. xxiii. 14, 24 ; xxv. 2. and of Jnta, the probable birth-plaee of 

* 1 Sam. zxvi. 20. John the Baptist. 

* This was on tbe hills of Dhoheriyeb ^ B1 Khalil. 
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and chQdren, in their yarioua dresses, which, after the monotonous 
brown rags of the Bedouins, looked gay and bright — sitting, with 
their hands shading their faces from the rays of the afternoon sun, 
to see the long passage of the caravan, guarded on each side by 
the officers of the Quarantme* High above us on the eastern 
height of the town — which lies nestled, Italian-like, on the slope 
of a ravine — rose the long black walls and two stately minarets of 
that illustrious mosque, one of the four sanctuaries of the Mahomet^ 
world, sacred in the eyes of all tho world besides, which covers the 
Cave of Machpelah, the last resting-place of Abraham, Isaac, and 
We passed on by one of those two ancient reservoirs, 
where King David hanged the murderers of his rivaP, up a slope of 
green grass, broken only by tombs and flocks of sheep, to the high 
gates of the Quarantine, which closed upon us, and where we are 
now imprisoned for the next three days, but with that glorious view 
of Hebron before us day and night. And now the second stage of 
our tour is finished. 

XIX. — BECOLLECTIOirS OF THE PIEST DXY IN PAXBSTINB. 

Let me say briefly what has chiefly impressed me during that first 
day in Palestine. After all the imcertainty of the Desert topo* 
graphy, it was quite startling, though I knew it beforehand, to ^d 
the localities so absolutely authentic, to hear the names of Carmel, 
Maon, Ziph, shouted out in answer to my questions from our 
Bedouin guides, and from the ploughmen in the fields, who knew no 
more of David’s wanderings than those of Ulysses. And now I am 
in Hebron, looking on the site of a sepulchre whose genuineness 
has never yet been questioned, and to that with equal certainty is to 
succeed Bethlehem, and to that Jerusalem. With this, how much 
of special localities may be spared again and again*. 

Then I am struck with the vast number and extent and massive* 
ness of the ruins of the deserted cities, each on its mountain height, 
like those of Italy. I had expected mere fragments of 8tones~ 
I find solid w^alls, columns, towers. It is true they are all ascribed 
to Christian times. But any way, they give a notion of what the 
country was. 

And I am struck by what is also noticed by Miss ]dartineau-*-the 
western, almost the English, character of the scenery. Those wild 
uplands of Carmel and Ziph are hardly distinguishable (except by 
iSeir ruined cities and red anemones) from the Lowlands of Scot* 
land or of Wales ; these cultivated valleys of Hebron (except by 

^ Qen. xlix. 81. traditions of Palestine, I refer to an 

* 2 Sam. ir. 12. Essay on Sacred Geography In the 

* For the detailed grounds of the local Quarterly Beview, March, 1854. 
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their oliYes) from the general features of a rich valley in Yorkshire 
or Derbyshire. The absence of palms and the presence of daisies 
greatly contributes to this result, and added to the contrast of the 
strange scenery which has been ours for the last month, gives a 
homelike and restful character to this first entrance which can never 
be effaced. 

Lastly, the great elevation of this country above the level of the 
sea is most forcibly brought out by the journey we have made^ 
I*rom the moment of leaving the ’Arabah has been almost a 
continual ascent. We mounted the great Pass of Salfeh, and, having 
mounted, hardly descended at all — crossed the great table-lafii of 
Beersheba — and then mounted the barrier of the hills of Judah — 
and thence have been mounting ever since. Hebron is, in fact, only 
four hundred feet lower than Helvellyn. How well one understands 
the expression, “ They went down into Egypt.” 


XX. — HEBEOK. 

Thid afternoon (Good Friday) we walked, under the guard of the 
Quarantine, round the western hills of Hebron. There was little to 
add to the first impressions, except the deep deliglit of treading the 
rocks and drinking in the view which had been trodden by the feet 
and met the eyes of the Patriarchs and Kings. I observed, too, for 
the first time the enclosures of vineyards with stone walls, and towers 
at the comers for guards. This was the first exemplification of the 
Parables*. The hills, except where occupied by vineyards and olive- 
groves, are covered with disjointed rocks and grass, such as brought 
back dim visions of Wales. In that basin which lay amongst them, 
what well-springs of thought spring up ; numerous as those literal 
wells and springs with which the whole ground of the hills themselves 
is penetrated ! One that most strangely struck me, was, that here 
for the first time was heard that great funeral dirge over Abner, 
whose last echo I had heard in St. Paul’s Cathedral over the grave of 
the Duke of Wellington. And marvellous, too, to think that within 
the massive enclosure of that Mosque, lies, possibly, not merely the 
last dust of Abraham and Isaac, but the very body — the mummy — 
the embalmed bones of Jacob, brought in solemn state from Egypt to 
this (as it then was) lonely and beautiful spot. And to the east was 
the height, the traditional spot whence Abraham saw the smoke of 
Sodom rising out of the deep gulf between the hills of Engedi and 
the mountains of Moab. 


^ Seo Chapter II. p. 12$. 


3 See Chapters 11. and XII^ 
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XXI. — A.PPBOAOH TO JBEXTSALEM. 

In a long line of horses and mules> we quitted Hebron. 

Two more relics of Abraham we saw after leaving the mosque. 
The first was the beautiful and massive oak on its greensward, called 
by his name, and which, with two or three near it, at least enables 
one to figure the scene in Genesis xviii., and to understand why it is 
that tlie spot was called ‘‘ the oaks (mistranslated “ the plain **) of 
Manure ^ Whether this be the exact spot, or even the exact kind of 
tree, seems doubtful ; for the next object we saw was one of those 
solid and vast enclosures, now beginning to be so familiar ; which 
seems to coincide with the account of the place which Josephus men** 
tions as the site of what he calls, not the oak, but the terebinth of 
Abraham*. However, there was the wide scenery ; the vineyards, too, 
with their towers, reaching down on every side of the valley of Eschol, 
whence came the famous cluster ; and the red anemones, and white 
roses on their briar-bushes. Next in one of those gray and green 
valleys — for these are the predominant colours — appeared, one below 
' the other, the three pools of Solomon — I must again say “ venerable,” 
for I know no other word to describe that simple, massive architecture 
in ruin, yet not in ruin ; the ‘‘pools of water that he made to water 
therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees,” and there are the 
very gardens, not now, indeed, beautiful as when he came out in 
state as Josephus describes, with his gold-powdered servants?, to see 
them, but narked by the long winding defile of Urtas — green, 
and fresh, and winding as a river — which leads towards Jerusalem. 
And along the mountain side runs the water through the channel 
begun by him, but — strange conjunction — restored by Pontius 
I*ilato^ 


XXII. — riEST VIEW OP BETHLEHEM. 

Ear away to the east rises the conical hill where Herod died, and 
now we mount the ridge of which that hill is the eastern extremity, 
and crowning the crest of the opposite ridge is a long lino of houses, 
with the massive and lofty convent. There was a shout which 
ran down the long file of horsemen, followed by deep silence — 
Bethlehem.” 

It is a wild bleak hill, amidst hills equally bleak — if bleak may be 
applied to hills which are terraced with vineyards ; in autumn, of 

^ Qen, xiii. 18 : xviii. 1 See Chapter 5 Ant. VIII. vii. 8. See Chapter III. 
ll, p. 142. ^ See Bitter ; Paiastina, p. 276. 

* m Jnd. IV. ix. 7. 
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course^ rich and green, and which now in part wave with com. One 
only green plain, I believe of grass, hangs behind the town. Bat 
what most arrests the eye is the elevation of the whole place, and, 
above all, that most striking feature, which was to me quite unex- 
pected, — ^the immense wall of the mountains of Moab seeming to 
overhang the lower hills of Judah, from which they are only separated 
by that deep mysterious gulf of the Dead Sea. Well might Moses 
from their summits overlook the Promised Land. Well might 
Orpah, return as to a near country — ^and Naomi be reminded of 
her sorrows. Well might her descendant David choose their heights 
as the refuge for his aged parents when Bethlehem was no longer 
safe for them. 

Of the one great event of Bethlehem the chief outward memorial 
is the enormous convent — or convents, Latin, Greek, and Armenian 
—clustering round the church, which is divided amongst them in 
different compartments — ^built on the Cave of the Nativity, Whether 
that cave be genuine or not, yet there is the deep interest of knowing 
that it is the oldest special locality fixed upon by the Christian 
Churdh, Before the Sepulchre, before the Church of the Ascension, 
before any of the other countless scenes of our Saviour’s life had 
been localised, the famous passage in J ustin Martyr proves that the 
cave of Bethlehem was already known and reverenced as the scene of 
His birth' 

I have said, one is reminded of the Nativity by the convent . But, 
in truth, I almost think it distracts one from it. From the first 
moment that those towers, and hills, and valleys burst upon you, there 
enters the one prevailing thought that now, at last, we are indeed in 
the ** Holy Land.” It pervades the whole atmosphere — even David 
and Euth wax faint in its presence 

XXIII.— FIEST VIEW OE JERUSALEM. 

Next camo Eachel’s Tomb — a modern mosque, but the site must 
be the true one — and then, far on the top of the hill opposite Bethle- 
hem, was the Convent of St. Elias, seen from Bethlehem, and from 
which I knew we should see Jerusalem. It is the one place which 
commands the view of both. AVe reached the spot from its broken 
ridge. I saw a wide descent and ascent, and a white line rising high 
— of I knew not what buildings — ^but I knew that it was Jerusalem. 

. . . What were the main features of the approach ? First, there 
was still the mighty wall of Moab ; secondly, there was the broad 
green approach of the valley of Eephaim’, so long, so broad, so green, 

* See Chapter XIV. Tellers. But, in fact, it il hardly _ 

\ I give this broad approach the name “ valley,** — being much more what is 

whkdi is now usually given to it by tra meant by its Arabic name **E1-B6k4*a»** 
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tbat it almost seemed a natural entrance to the citj^ which still 
remained suspended, as it were, above it — ^for that white line kept 
increasing in height and length, as we neared it yet saw not the deep 
ravines which parted us from it. The first building which catches 
the eye is the palace of the Armenian Patriarch, then the castle, then 
the minaret over the mosque of David. The Mosque of Omar and 
even the Mount of Olives were for a long time shut out by the Hill 
of Evil Counsel, which, with its solitary tree ^ before us, intercepted 
all to the east. BUgh beyond towered Raraah (of Benjamin), At 
last the deep descent of the Valley of Hinuom appeared, opening 
into that of Jehoshaphat. What struck me as new and unexpected 
was the rush, so to speak, of both the valleys to the south-east 
corner of the city. We entered the Jaffa gate about 4*30 p.m. 

— ^the plain, — ^the same which is given to “ Valley of Rephaim ” further west. See 
the plain of Coele-Syria. (Ritter ; Jordan, Toblers ITmgebungen, 403. 
p. 184. See Josh. xi. 17 ; xii. 7.) And * This is the traditional tree on which 
there are some reasons for hading the J utlas hanged himself. 
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PALESTINE. 

Kamb6TB xiii. 17 — 20. ‘‘And Moses sent them to spy out the land of 
Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up 
into the mountain : and see the land, what it is ; and the people that 
clwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many ; and what 
the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad ; and what cities 
they be that they dwell in, whether in ‘camps,* or in ‘fortresses ;* and wlmt 
the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there bo wood therein, or not. 
And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land.” 

Dcut. i. 7. “Turn yon, and take your journey, and go to the mount of 
the Aniorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the ‘desert,* in the 
* mountains,* ami in the ‘low country,* and in the south, and by the 
sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates. ** 





PALESTINE. 


General features. — The four rivers of Syria ; the Orontes, the Leontes, the 
Barada, the Jordan. — General aspect of Palestine. — 1. Seclusion of Palestine. 
II. Smallness and narrowness of its territory. III. Central situation, IV, 
Land of ruins. V. ** Land of milk and honey.” VI. Earthquakes and Volcann: 
phenomena. VII. Variety of climate and structure. VIII. Mountainous oha > 
racier. IX. Scenery : hills and valleys ; flowers ; trees : cedars, oaks, palms, 
sycamores. X. Geological features : 1. Springs and wells ; 2. Sepulchre* 
3. Caves ; 4. Natural curiosities, XI. General conclusion. 

Between the great plains of Assyria and the shores of 
the Mediterranean Sea, a high mountain tract is 
interposed, reaching from the Bay of Issus to the Land of 
Desert of Arabia. Of tliis the northern part, which 
consists of the ranges known in ancient geography under the 
names of Ainanus and Casius, and which includes rather more 
than half the tract in question, is not within tlie limits of the 
Holy Land ; and, though belonging to the same general eleva- 
vation, is distinguished from the southern division by strongly 
marked peculiarities, and only enters into the sacred history at 
a later time, when its connection with any local scenes was too 
slight to he worth dwelling upon in detail. It is with tJie 
southern division that we are now concerned. 

The range divides itself twice over into two parallel chains. 
There is first, the main chain divided into two by 
the broad valley commonly called Ccele-Syria; the 
western mountain of Lebanon reaching its highest termination 
in the northern point above the cedars ; the eastern of Anti- 
Lebanon, in the southern point known by the name of Hermon. 
This last summit again breaks into two ranges, of which the 
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western, with the exception, of one broad depression, extends as 
far as the Desert of Sinai; the eastern, as far as the mountains 
The Pour Arabia Petraea. From this double chain* flow four 
Kirers. rivers of unequal magnitude, on which, at different 
times, have sprung up the four ruling powers of that portion of 
Asia, Lebanon is, in this respect, a likeness of that primeval 
Paradise, to which its local traditions have always endeavoured 
The to attach themselves. The Northern River, rising 
Orontes, from the fork of the two ranges of Lebanon and Anti- 
Lebanon, and forming the channel of life and civilisation in 
that northern division of which we have just spoken, is the 
Orontes, — the river of the Greek kingdom of Antioch and 
the LitAn ^fae Western, is the Lft&ny or Leontes% 

rising from the same watershed between the two 
ranges, near Baalbec, and forcing its way through Lebanon 
inter the Mediterranean, close to Tyre, — the River of Phoenicia. 
The Eastern, rising from the centre of Anti-Lebanon and 
the joined by one or two lesser streams, is the modern 

Barada; Barada, the Abana or Pharpar'of the Old Testament 

— the river of the S3’'rian kingdom of Damascus. The king- 
doms which have risen in the neighbourhood or on the banks 
of these rivers, have flourished, not simultaneously, but succes- 
sively. The northern kingdom was the latest, and is only 
brought into connection with 'the Sacred History, as being that 
from which the “ Kings of the North ” made their descent upon 
Palestine, and in which were afterwards founded the first 
Gentile churches. It was, as it were, the halting-place of 
Christianity, before it finally left its Asiatic home— beyond the 
limits of the Holy Land, yet not in another country or climate ; 
naturally resting on the banks of the Orontes, on the way from 
the valley of the Jordan, before (to use the Roman poet’s ex- 
pression in another and a better sense) it joined “ the flow of 
the Orontes into the Tiber.” The eastern kingdom of Damas- 
cus on one side, the western kingdom of Phoenicia on the other, 
claim a nearer connection with the history of the chosen people 
ffom first to last ; the one, as the great opening of communi- 

' For tho sketch ot the Four Eivers, each will be given in Chapters VII. and 
see the instructive note on Syria in XII. 

Napoleon’s Mimoirest vol. ii. 297, 8 gee note on the name Ze wife*, Chapter 

298. The detailed characteristics of XII. 
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cation with the distant Eastern deserts, the 6ther with the 
Mediterranean coasts. The Fourth and Southern river, which 
rises at the po^t where Hermon splits into its two parallel 
ranges, is the Kiver of Palestine — the Jordan. 

The Jordan, with its manifold peculiarities, must be reserved 
for the time when we come to speak of it in detail, 

Yet it must be remembered tlyoughout, that this Jordan. 
riv^r, the artery of the whole country, is unique on the surface 
of the globe. The ranges of the Lebanon are remarkable ; the 
courses of the Oroiites, the Leonles, and the Barada, are 
curious ; but the deep depression of tlie Jordan has absolutely 
no paralleL No other valley in the world presents such extra- 
ordinary physical features, none 1ms been the subject of such 
various theories as to its origin and character. How far this 
strange conformation of the Holy Land has had any extensive 
influence on its history may be doubtful. But it is worth 
observing at the outset, that we are in a country, of which the 
geography and the liistory each claims to be singular of its 
kind: — the history, by its own records, unconscious, if one 
may so say, of the physical peculiarity ; the geography, by the 
discoveries of modem science, wholly without regard, perhaps 
even indifferent or hostile, to the claims of the history. Such 
a coincidence may be accidental ; but, at least, it serves to 
awaken the curiosity, and strike the imagination ; at least it 
lends dignity to the country, where the Earth and the Man ore 
thus alilce objects of wonder and investigation. 

It is around and along this deep fissure that the hills of 
western and eastern Palestine spring up, forming the 
link between the high group of Lebanon on the north, 
and the high group of Sinai on the south ; forming the 
mountain-bridge, or isthmus, between the ocean of the Assyrian 
Deseii;, and the ocean (as it seemed to the ancient world) of the 
Mediterranean, or “Great Sea*’ on the west. On the one side 
of the Jordan these hills present a mass of green pastures and 
forests melting away, on the east, into the red plains and blue 
hills of the Haurdn. On the ’ otlier side they form a mass of 
gray rock rising above the yellow Desert on the south, bounded 
on the west by the long green strip of the maritime plain ; cut 
asunder on the north by the rich plain of Esdraelon ; rising 
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again beyond Esdraelon into the Mrild scenery of mountain and 
forest in the roots of Lebanon. 

Each of these divisions has a name, a character, and, to a 
certain extent, a history of its own, which will best appear as 
we proceed. But there are features more or less common to 
the whole country, especially to that portion of it which has 
been the chief seat of the national life ; and these, so far as 
they illustrate the general history, must be now considered. 
“ The Vine was brought out of * Egypt : what was the land 
in which God “ prepared room before it, and caused it to take 
deep root,** and “ cover the ‘ mountains * with its shadow ? *' 

I. The peculiar characteristic of the Israelite people, 
Seoluaion whether as contemplated from their own sacred 

viewed by their Gentile neighbours, 
ancieftt was that they were a nation secluded, set apart, from 
world. world ; “ haters,** it was said, “ of the 

human race,** and hated by it in return. Is there anything in 
the physical structure and situation of their coimtry which 
agrees with this •peculiarity ? Look at its boundaries. The 
most important in this respect will be tliat on the east. For in 
that early time, when Palestine first fell to the lot of the chosen 
people, the East was still the world. The great empires which 
rose on the plains of Mesopotamia, the cities of the Euphrates 
and the Tigris, were literally then, what Babylon is metapho- 
rically in the Apocalypse, the rulers and corrupters of all the 
kingdoms of the earth. Between these great empires and the 
people of Israel, two obstacles were interposed. The first was 
the eastern Desert, which formed a barrier in front even of the 
outposts of Israel — tlie nomadic tribes on the east of the Jordan; 
the second, the vast fissure of the Jordan valley, which must 
always have acted as a deep trench within the exterior rampart 
of the Desert and the eastern hills of the Trans- Jordanic tribes. 

Next to the Assyrian empire in strength and power, superior 
to it in arts and civilisation, was Egypt. What was there on 
the southern boimdary of Palestine, to secure that “the Egyp-^ 
tians whom they saw on the shores of the Bed Sea, they ©hould 


> Psalm Ixxz. 8 — 10. 


^ See Bitter ; Jordan, pp. 1— SS. 
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see BO more again?” Up to the very frontier of their own 
land stretched that “great and terrible wilderness/* w^hich 
rolled like a sea between the valley of the Nile and the valley 
of the Jordan. This wilderness itself — the platform of the 
Tih — could be only reached on its eastern side by the tremen- 
dous pass of *Akaba at the southern, of ^Meh. at the northern 
end of the *Arabah, or of the no less formidable ascents' from 
the shores of the *Dead Sea. 

On these, the two most impoi*tant frontiers, the separation 
was most com];)lete. The two accessible sides were the west 
and the north. But the west was only accessible by sea, and 
when Israel first settled in Palestine, the Mediterranean was 
not yet the thoroughfare — it was rather the boundary and the 
terror of the eastern nations. From the north-western coast, 
indeed, of Syria, the Phoenician cities sent forth their fleets. 
But they were the exception of the world, the discoverers, the 
first explorers of the unknown depths ; and in their enterprises 
Israel never joined. In strong contrast, too, with the coast of 
Europe, and especially of Greece, Palestine has no indenta- 
tions, no winding creeks, no deep havens, such as in ancient, 
even more than in modern times, were necessary for the 
invitation and protection of commercial enterprise. One long 
line, broken only by the bay of Acre, containing only thUTee 
bad harbours, Joppa, Acre, and Caipha — the last unknown in 
ancient times — is the inhospitable front that Palestine opposed 
to the western world. On the northern frontier the ranges of 
Lebanon formed two not insignificant ramparts. But the gate 
between them was open, and through the long valley of Coele- 
Syria, the hosts of Syrian and Assyrian conquerors accordingly 
poured. These were the natural fortifications of that vineyard 
which was “ hedged round about ** with tower and trench, sea 
and desert, against the “ boars of the wood,*’ and “ the beast of 
the field.** 

II. In Palestine, as in Greece, every traveller is struck with 
the smallness of the territory. He is siuprised, even after all 

^ Chapter I. Part ii. pp. 83, 98. frontier of Jndah (Ntunh. xxxiy. 4 ; Josh. 

^ One of these must have been the xv. 3, &c.) De Sauloy (i. 528) suggests 
* Ascent of Scorpions* (Maaleh-Acrab- the W4dy Zouara, and testifies to the 
bim) 90 often mentioned on the southern scorpions there found under every pebble. 
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that he has heard, ‘at passing, in one long day, jGrom the 
Smallness Judflea to that of Samaria; or at seeing, 

andnar- within eight hours, three such spots as Hebron, 
Bethlehem, and Jerusalem. The breadth of the 
/ country from the Jordan to the sea is rarely more 
than fifty miles. Its length from Dan to Beersheba is about 
a hundred and eighty miles. The time is now gone by, when 
the grandeur of a country is measured by its size, or the 
diminutive extent of an illustrious people can otherwise than 
enhance the magnitude of what they have done. The ancient 
taunt, however, and the facts which suggested it, may still 
illustrate the feeling which appears in their own records. The 
contrast between the littleness of Palestine and the vast extent 
of the empires which hung upon its northern and southern 
skirts, is rarely absent from tlie mind of the Prophets and 
Psalmists. It helps them to exalt their sense of the favour 
of God towards their land by magnifying their little hills 
and dry torrent-beds into an equality with the giant hills of 
Lebanon and Hermon and the sea-like rivers of Mesopotamia *. 
It also fosters the consciousness, that they were not always 
to bo restrained within these earthly barriers — “ The place 
is too strait for me; give me place where I may ‘dwell.’* 
Nnr is it only the smallness but the narrowness of the territory 
which is remarkable. From abnost every high point in tlie 
country its whole breadth is visible, from the long wall of 
the Moab hills on the east, to the Mediterranean Sea on the 
west. Wliatever may be the poverty or insignificance of the 
landscape, it is at once relieved by a glimpse of either of these 
two boundaries. 

“ Two voices are there — one is of the sea, 

One of the mountains,”— 

and the close proximity of each — the deep purple shade of the 
one and the glittering waters of the other — makes it always 
possible for one or other of those two voices to be heard now, 

> Oompaore Ps. IxviiL 15 ; — “The lished on the top of the mountains.” 

* Mount’ of God is a high * mountain,* Ps. xlvi. 4 ; — “There is a ij^ver, the 

as the * mountain* ofBashan** (t. e., ii streams whereof shall make glad the 
Anti-Iabanus), Isa. ii. 2 ; — “ The moun- city of God.*’ 

tain of the Iiord’s house shall be cstah- ^ Isaiah xlix* 20» 
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as they were by the Psalmists of old—** The strength of the 
* mountains * is his also — The sea is his, and he made it 

Thus,, although the Israelites were shut off by the southeni 
and eastern deserts from the surrounding nations, they were 
yet always able to look beyond themselves. They had no con- 
nection with either the eastern empires or the western isles — 
but they could not forget theni. As in the words and forms of 
their worship they were constantly reminded how tliey had 
once been strangers in the land of Egj^pt ; so the sight of tlie 
hills beyond the Jordan, and of the sea beyond the Philistine 
plain, were in their daily life a memorial that they were there 
secluded not for their own sakes, but for the sake of the world 
in w’hose centre they \vere set. The mountains of Gilead, and 
on the south, the long ridges of Arabia, were at hand to remind 
them of those distant regions from which their first fathers 
Abraham and Jacob had wandered into the country, — from 
which “ the camels and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah 
were once again to pour in. The sea, whitening then as now 
with the ships of Tarshish, the outline of Chittim "or Cyprus » 
just visible in the clear evening horizon, must have told tliem 
of the western world where lay the ** isles of the Gentiles,” 
which ** should come to their light, and kings to the brightness 

of their rising Who are these that fly as a cloud, and 

as the (loves to their windows ? Surely the isles shall wait for 
me, and the ships of Tarshish first*.” The very name of the 
west” was to them “ the sea*;” and it is not merely a poetic 
image, but a natural reflex of their whole history and situation, 
that tlie great revelation of the expansion of the Jewish system 
to meet the wants of all nations should have been made to the 
Apostle on the house-top at Jaffa — 

** When o’er the glowing western main 
His wistful brow was upward raised ; 

Where, like an Angel’s train, 

The burnished water blazed*.’* 

m. This leads us to another point of view, in which the 

^ P8. xcy. 4, 5. * The Hebrew Yam is both **the 

* S^e Chapter XIT. sea” and “the west.’* See Appendix. 

^ laa. lx. 3, S, 9. Christian Year. Monday in Easter 

week. See Chapter VI. 
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i^ituation of Palestine is remarkably bound up with its future 
Central destiilies. I have set Jerusalem in the midst of the 
situation, nations and countries that are round about her.” In 
later times this passage* was talcen in the literal sense tliat 
Palestine, and Jerusalem especially, was actually the centre of 
the earth ; a belief of which the memorial is yet preserved in 
the large round stone still kissed devoutly by Greek pilgrims, 
in their portion of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre \ It is 
one of the many instances in which the innocent fancy of an 
earlier faith has been set aside by the discoveries of later 
science. In the East probably there are still many points of 
this land which have been long surrendered in the more 
stirring West. But there was a real truth in it at the time* 
that the Prophet wrote, which the subsequent course of history 
makes it now difficult for us to realise. Palestine, though now 
at the very outskirts of that tide of civilisation which has swept 
far into the remotest West, was then the vanguard of the eastern, 
and therefoi’e, of the civilised vrorld ; and, moreover, stood mid- 
way between the two great seats of ancient Eihpire, Babylon 
and Egj'pt. It was on the high road from one to the other of 
these mighty powers, the prize for which they contended, the 
battlefield on which they fought the lofty bridge ’ over which 
they ascended and descended respectively into the deep basins 
of the Nile and Euphrates. Its* first appearance on the stage 
of history is as a halting-place for a wanderer from Mesopo- 
tamia\ who “passed through the land,” and “journeyed going 
on still toward the south,” and “went down into Egypt.” 
The first great struggle which that wanderer had to maintain,^ 
was against the host of Chedorlaomer, from Persia and from 
Babylon, The battle, in which the latest hero of the Jewish 
monarchy perished, was to check the advance of an Egyptian 
king on his way to contest the empire of the then known world 
with the king of Assyria at Carchemish*. The whole history 

^ Ezek. V. 5. Sec the quotations 3 g^e Ritter’s interesting Lectui*e on. 

from Jerome, Theodoret, and Klmchl, in the Jordan and the Dead Sea (Berlin, 

Boland’s Palestine, cap. x. p. 52 , 1850), p. 8. 

^ The same belief is seen in the old ^ Genesis xii, 6, 9, 10. 

inediim.1 maps of the world — such as * 2 Kings xxiU. 29. 2 Chron. xxxv. 

that of the 14th century, preserved in 20 — 24. 

Hereford Cathedral. 
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of Palestine, between the return from the Captivity and the 
Christian sera, is a contest between the “ kings of the north 
and the kings of the south* the descendants of Seleucus 
and the descendants of Ptolemy, for the possession of the 
country. And when at last the West begins to rise as a 
new power on the horizon, Palestine, as the nearest point of 
contact between the two worlds, becomes the scene of the 
chief conflicts of Rome with Asia*. There i.s no other country 
in the world which could exhibit the same confluence of asso- 
ciations, as that which is awakened by the rocks which over 
hang the crystal stream of the Dog River*, where it rushes 
through the ravines of Lebanon into the Mediterranean Sea ; 
where side by side are to be seen the hieroglyphics of tlie 
gi’eat Rameses, the cuneiform characters of Sennacherib, and 
the Latin inscriptions of the Emperor Antoninus*. 

IV. This is the most convenient place for noticing a pecu- 
liarity of the present aspect of Palestine, which 
though not, properly speaking, a physical feature, is Ruins. 

80 closely connected both with its outward imagery and with 
its general situation, that it cannot be omitted. Above all 
other countries in the world, it is a Land of Ruins. It is not 
that the j) articular ruins are on a scale equal to those of 
Greece or Italy, still less to those of Egypt. But there is no 
country in wliich they are so numerous, none in which they 
bear so large a proportion to the villages and towns still in 
existence. In Juda 3 a it is hardly an exaggeration to say that 
whilst for miles and miles there is no appearance of present 
life or habitation, except the occasional goat-herd on the hill- 
side, or gathering of women at the w^ells, there is yet hardly a 
hill-top of the many within sight, which is not covered by the 
vestiges of some fortress or city of former ages. Sometimes 
they are fragments of ancient walls, sometimes mere found- 
ations and piles of stone, but always enough to indicate signs 
of human habitation and civilisation. Such is the case in 
Western Palestine. In Eastern Palestine, and still more if we 

^ Dan. xi. 6, &o. Salvador’s JDimiwition Jtomame, voL L 

* This resistance of Palestine alter- p. 63. 
nateiyto the conquerors from the East * The N&hr-el-Kelb, just above Beirfltt. 

and from the West, is well put m * See Bitter, Lebano^ pp. 681 — 646. 
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ui<Slude the Haur&n and the Lebanon, the l»kme ^iotnre xs 
continued although under a somewhat different aspect* , Here 
the ancient cities remain, in like manner deserted, ruined but 
standing ; n6t mere masses and heaps of stone, but towns and 
houses, in amount and in a state of presentation which have 
no parallel except in the cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii* 
buried under the eruption of Vesuvius. Not even in Borne or 
Athens, hardly in Egyptian Thebes, can ancient buildings be 
foundv in such magnitude and such profusion as at Baalbec, 
Jerash, Amm&n, and Palmyra. No where else, it is said, can 
all the details of Boman domestic architecture be seen so 
clearly as in the hundreds of deserted villages which stand 
on the desert of the Hauran. This difference between the 
ruins of the two regions of Palestine arises no doubt from the 
circumstance, that whereas Eastern Syria has been for the 
last four* hundred years entirely, for the last fifteen himdred 
years nearly, deserted by civilised, almost by barbarian, man, 
Western Palestine has always been the resort of a population 
which, however rude and scant}**, has been sufficiently numerous 
and energetic to destroy and to appropriate edifices which in 
the less frequented parts beyond the Jordan have escaped 
through neglect and isolation. 

But the general fapt of the ruins of Palestine, whether erect 
or fallen, remains common to the whole country ; deepens and 
confirms, if it does not create, the impression of age and decay 
which belongs to almost every view of Palestine, and invests it 
with an appearance which can be called by no other name than 
venerable. Moreover, it carries us deep into the historical 
peculiarities of the country. The ruins we now see are of the 
most diverse ages; Saracenic, Crusading, Boman, Grecian, 
Jewish, extending perhaps even to the old Canaanitish remains 
before the arrival of Joshua. This variety, this accumulation 
of destruction, is the natural result of tlie position which h^s 
made Palestine for so many ages the thoroughfare and prize of 
the world. And although we now see this aspect brought out 
ill e fuller light than ever before, yet as far back as the history 
tod language of Palestine reaches, it was familiar tc^ the 
inhabitants of the country. In the rich local vocabulary of the 
Hebrew language, the words for sites of ruined cities occupy 
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a wjnariaJble plfec«. Four separate deagnations are use^for 
the several stages of decay or of destruction, which were to he 
seen even during the first vigour of the Israelite conquest and 
monarchy. There was the rude “ cairn,” qt pile of stopes, 
roughly rolled together'. There was the mound or heap of 
ruin, which, like the Monte Testaccio at Borne, was composed 
of the ruhhish and ddbris of a fallen city. There were the 
forsaken villages’, such as those in the Haurfin, when “the 
cities were wasted without inhabitant and the houses without 
man ” — “ forsaken, and not a man to dwell therein. There 
are lastly true ruins, such as those to which we give the name 
-buildings standing, yet shattered, like those of Baalbec .or 


Palmyra*. . . v 

What, therefore, we now see, must to a certain extent have 

been seen always— a country strewed with ^e relics of an 
earlier civilisation ; a country exhibiting even in the first dawn 
of history the theatre of successive conquests and destructions 
— “ giants dwelling therein of old time .... a people great, 

and many, and tall but the Lord destroyed them before 

those that came after ; and they succeeded them and dwelt in 

tlieir stead*/’ j 

V. But this aspect of the land, whilst it reminds us in 

some respects of the identity of its present appe^ance with 
that of the past, reminds us stUl more forcibly of its 


difference. 

The countless ruins of Palestine, of whatever date they may 
be, tell us at a glance that we must not judge the resources of 
the ancient land by its present depressed and desolate state. ■ 


1 Ocd, ** rolling.” Such were the 
over Achan and the King of Ai ^ 
Joshua vii. 20 ; viii. 29. 

I Tely ‘‘heap.” Such were the cities 
so-called in the neighbourhood of Ba- 
Tbyion Tel-abib (Kzek. iii. 15), Tel- 
or haresha (Ezra ii. 69 ; Neh. 

61)i Tel-melah (do. do.), Telassar (Isa. 
xxivU. 12). The word has thence passed 
mt^ Arabic as the common name for a 
hSll,”— in which sense it seems to be 
in Joshua xi. 13, “the cities that 
stoCd still on their ‘heaps' In 

the^case of Tel-Hum, where there is no 
biU^ the word seems to retain its onginal 
tne|Aiog of a heap of iTiins. 


^ Amhah, “forsaken;” 
kVu. 2, 9 ; lxii.l2 ; Jer. iv. 29 ; Zeph. u. 4. 

* Ai. Three towns at least were so 
called from this circu^tan^. 1. M 
Josh. vii. (compare 28) ; IJ^ 
abarim, or lim, 

Moab” (Numb, xxxui. 44) ; and 3. lim, 
in the south of Judah (Josh. xv. 29). 
The Avites, or Avim, the earliwt inha- 
bitants of Philistia (Bent. u. 23), scm 
to have derived their name t^ 
word— “The dweUers in rums.* To 
what an antiauity does this c^ry ^ 
back. Ruins before the days of thos® 
who preceded the Philistines I 
6 Beut. ii. 10—23. 
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They show us not only that ‘‘ Syria might support tenfold 
its present population, and bring forth tenfold its present' 
produce,** but that it actually did so. 

And this brings us to the question which Eastern travellers 
The ‘‘Land often ask, and are asked, on their return, Can 
these stony hills, these deserted valleys, be indeed 
the Land of Promise, the land flowing with milk and 

honey ? 

There are two answers to this question. First, as has just 
been observed, the country must have been very different when 
every hill was crowned with a flourishing town or village, from 
what it is since it ceased to be the seat not only of civilisation, 
but in many instances even of the population and habitations 
which once fertilised it. “ The entire destruction of the woods 
Dertruction which once covered the mountains, and the utter 
of wood. , neglect of the terraces which supported the soil on 
steep declivities, have given full scope to the rains, which 
have left many tracts of bare rock, where formerly were 
vineyards and cornfields*.** As in Greece, since the fall of the 
plane-trees which once shaded the bare landscape of Attica, so 
in Palestine the gradual cessation of rain produced by this loss 
of vegetation has exposed the country in a greater degree than 
in early times to the evils of drought. This at least is the 
effect of the testimony of residents at Jerusalem, within whose 
experience the Kedron has recently for the first time flowed 
with a copious torrent, evidently in consequence of the nume- 
rous enclosures of mulberry and olive groves, made within the 
last few years by the Greek convent, and in themselves a 
sample of the different aspect which such cultivation more 
widely extended, would give to the whole country. There are 


1 Eeport of Mr. Moore, Oonsul-Gene- 
ral of Syria, appended to Dr. Bowring’s 
Beport on . the Commercial Statistics of 
Syria, presented to both Houses of Par- 
liament, (London, 1840) pp. 90—111. 
It is needless to adduce proofs of a fact 
ao well attested, both by existing vestiges, 
and by universal testimony, as the popu- 
lousness of Syria not only in the times 
of the Jewish monarchy but of the Greek 
k^^om, the Roman empire, and the 
ipsiadie ages. But any one who ^rishea to 


see the argument drawn out in detail, 
will find it in the 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
chapters of Keith^s Land of Israel,— a 
book disfigured indeed by an extravagant 
and untenable theory, but containiug 
much useful information. 

2 Dr. Olin’s Travels in the East^ vol. 
ii. 428. The whole passage is worth 
perusal, as a calm and clear st^ment 
of a somewhat entangled and aelicate 
question. See (dso Oapt. 411en*s pead 
Sea, ii, 280 — 290, 



p(roo& also of the same general change of olimatei which in 
Europe has been effected by the disappearance of the German 
forests. The constmit allasions' to winter-snow in the ancient 
writers, are not borne out by its rare occurrence in modem 
times'. The forest of Hareth, and the thicket- wood of Ziph, in 
Judeea*; the forest of *Bethel; the forest of ^Sharon; the 
forests which gave its name to Kirjath-jearim *, “ the city of 
forests,** have long disappeared. Palm-trees which are now all 
but imknown on the hills of Palestine, formerly grew, as we 
shall presently see, with myrtles and pines, on the now 
almost barren slopes of Olivet; and groves of oak and 
terebinth, though never frequent, must have been certainly 
more common than at present. The very labour, which 
was expended on these sterile hills in former times, 
has increased their present sterility. The natural vege- 
tation has been swept away, and no human cultivation now 
occupies the terraces which once took the place of forests and 
pastures®. 

Secondly, even without such an effort of imagination as is 
required to conceive an altered state of population contrast 
and civilisation, it is enough to remember the actual 
situation of Palestine, in its relation to the siirround- 
ing countries of the East. We do not sufficiently bear in mind 
that the East, that is, the country between the Mediterranean 
and the table-lands of Persia, between the Sahara and the 
Persian Gulf, is a waterless desert, only diversified here and 
there by strips and patches of vegetation'. Such green spots 
or tracts, which are in fact but oases on a large scale, are the 
rich plains on the banks of the Tigris and the withAa- 
Euphrates, the long stiips of verdure on the banks of » 
the NUe, the occasional centres of vegetation in Arabia Felix 
and Idumrea ; and, lastly, the cultivated though narrow territory 


^ Ps. cxlvli. 16 ; cxlviii. 8 ; 2 Satu. 
xxiiiu 20. 

^ 1 Sam. xxii. 5 ; xxili. 15. 

^ .2 Kings ii. 24 ; 1 Sam. xir. 25. 

^ See Chap. VI. ii. 

^ Compare 1 Sam. vi. 21, tIi. I, and 
1 Cl^on. xiii. 5, with Ps. cxxxii. 6. 

^ ihis ia well put in Keith’a Land of 
lara^ p. 425. 


7 The Emperor Napoleon, in his re- 
marks on the short-lived character of 
Asiatic dynasties, ascribes it to the fact 
that Asia is surrounded by deserta, 
which furnish a never-ceasing supply of 
barbarian hordes to overthrow the seats 
of civilised power reared within their 
roach. (M4moireSf Eng, TransL vol. ii. 
265.) 
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of Palestine itself. It is true that as compared with the depth 
of soil and richness of vegetation on the banks of the Nxle, 
or with the carpet of flowers described* on the banks of the 
Chebar, Palestine seems poor and bare. But as compared with 
the whole surrounding country in the midst of which it stands, 
it is unquestionably a fertile land in the midst of barrenness. 
The impression on entering it from the south has been already 
described*. The Desert often encroaches upon it — the hills of 
Anti-Libanus which overhang the plain of Damascus, and those 
which bound Judaea on the east, are as truly parts of the wilder** 
ness as Sinai itself. But the interior of the country is never 
entirely destitute of the signs of life, and the long tracts of 
Bsdraelon, and the sea-coast and the plain of Gennesareth, 
are, or might be, as rich with gardens and with corn-fields as 
the most favoured spots in Egypt. And there is, moreover, 
this pSculiarity which distinguishes Palestine from the only 
countries with which it could then be brought into comparison, 
and with Chaldaea and Egypt — the latter of course in an eminent 
Egypii* degree — depend on the course of single rivers. With- 

out the Nile, and the utmost use of the waters of the Nile, 
Egypt would be a desert. But Palestine is well distinguished 
not merely as a land of wheat and barley, and vines and fig- 
trees and pomegranates, of oil-olive and honey,’* but empha- 
tically as a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains 
and depths that spring out of ‘ plains ’ and ‘ mountains ’ ” — 

** not as the land of Egypt, where thou sowedst thy seed and 
wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs ; but a land of 
^ mountains ’ and ‘ plains,’ which drinketh water of the rain of 
heaven*.” This mountainous character; this abundance of 
water both from natural springs and from the clouds of heaven, 
in contradistinction to the one uniform supply of the great river ; 
this abundance of “ milk ” from its “ cattle on a thousand hills,” 
of “honey” from its forests and its thjmiy shrubs, was abso- 
lutely peculiar to Palestine amongst the civilised nations of the 
Bast. Feeble as its brooks might be, — tliough, doubtless, they 
were then more frequently filled than now — ^3"et still it was the 

, ^ Layard’s Nineveh and Babylon, pp. ® See Chapter I. Part ii. p. 

269, 273, 308. • Dent. viii. 7, 8 ; xi. 10, 11, 
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only country where' ah iSastern coulS have been famiKar 
the image of the Psalmist * : ** He sendeth the springs into the 
valleys, which run among the ^mountains.*” Those springs 
too, however short-lived, are remarkable for their copiousness 
and beauty. Not only not in the East, but hardly in the West, 
can any fountains and sources of streams be seen so clear; sO 
full-grown even at their birth, as those of the Kishon, the Jordan, 
and the whole of the Jordan valley. Wales or Westmoreland 
are, doubtless, not regarded as fertile regions ; and the green 
fields of England to those who have come fresh from Palestine, 
seem, by way of contrast, to be indeed “ a land of promise.*' 
But ti’ansplant Wales or Westmoreland into the heart of the 
Desert, and they would be far more to the inhabitant of the 
Desert than to their inhabitants are the richest spots of 
England. Far more : both because the contrast is in itself 
greater, and because the phenomena of a mountain country, 
with wells and springs, are of a kind almost unknown to the 
dwellers in the deserts or river-plains of tlie East. 

Palestine therefore, not merely by its situation, but by its 
comparative fertilitj^, might well be considered the prize of the 
Eastern world, the possession of which was the mark of God's 
peculiar favour ; the spot for which the nations would contend : 
as on a smaller scale the Bedouin tribes for some ** diamond of 
the desert” — some ^‘palm-grove islanded amid the waste.” 
And a land of which the blessings were so evidently the gift of 
God, not as in Egypt* of man’s labour ; which also, by reason 
of its narrow extent, was so constantly within reach and sight' 
of the neighbouring Desert, was eminently calculated to raise 
the thoughts of the nation to the Supreme Giver of all these 
blessings, and to bind it by the dearest ties to the land which 
He had so manifestly favoured *. 

Vi. With these gentler incentives to religious thought and 
feeling were blended the more terrible as well as the more 

1 10. rains. Government has, in thiis respect, 

* 0<mpare the remarks of the Empe- no influence there. But in Egypt, where 
ror NaWeon on Egypt. M^moires, voi. the irrigations can only be artificial, 
ii. 211;i {Eng. Transl.) ** The plains of government is everything.” 

Beaune and Brie in Champagne are fe- ^ Ewald, Gcschichte, 2nd Edit 
' cupdatiHd by reguliu: waterings from the vol. i. p. 29fl, 



1S4 Sisu flasks. 

beautiful forms of tropical aud eastern life. The “ voice of the 
Storms, I'Ord” made itself heard in storms, bursting sud- 
Earth- deniy out of the clear heavens, preceded by violent 

finbikcSy And ^ ' 

Volcanic bumcanes, — the clouds with their thick darkness 
phenomena, almost seeming to touch the ground, — ^the thunder, 
heard, not as with us, in short and broken peals, but in one 
continuous roll, as if joining flash to flash without interruption*. 

He bowed the heavens and came down, and there was dark- 
ness under his feet ... He rode upon the wings of the wind 
. . . The Lord thundered out of heaven, and the Highest gave 
his voice ; hailstones and coals of fire . . . The voice of the 
Lord divideth the flames of fire 
The volcanic phenomena of Palestine open a question of 
which the data are, in a scientific point of view, too imperfect 
to be discussed*; but there is enough in the history and 
literature of the people to show that there was an agency of 
this kind at work. The valley of the Jordan ^ both in its 
desolation and vegetation, was one continued portent; and 
from its crevices ramified even into the interior of Judiea the 
startling appearances, if not of the volcano, at least of the 
earthquake. Their historical eflect in the special theatres of 
their operation will appear as we proceed ; but their traces on 
the permanent feeling of the nation must be noticed here. 
The writings of the Psalmists and Prophets abound with 
indications which escape the eye of a superficial reader. Likb 
the soil of their country, they actually heave and labour with 
the fiery convulsions which glow beneath their surface; in 
partjitmaybe, from the recollection of the older catastrophe 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, but chiefly from more recent cala- 
mities, especially from the great earthquake * in the reign of 
Uzziah, which coincides in point of time with most of these 
allusions*. ‘‘He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he 
toucheth the ‘ mountains,’ and they smoke.” — “ Therefore will 
we not fear, though the earth be removed.” — “The moimtains 

^ I give these features from a thunder- Kitto’s Physical Geography of Palestine, 
itorm that I witnessed in passing Mount c. iii. 

Hmiuon on April 7, 1853. ^ See Chapter VII. a 

2 Ps. xviii. 9 ; xxix. 7. « See Chapter III. 

® See article Palestine in Dr. Smith’s 9 Ps. civ. 32. Micali i. 4, Nahum i. 

Dictionary of dasslcal Geography ; also Isa. Ixiv. 1, 2. 
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be molten under him, and the vaUeys shall be cleft ns 
wax before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a 
steep place/' — The mountains quake at him, and the hills 
melt, and the earth is burned at his presence; . .his fury is 
poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him/ ~ 
“The mountains flow down at thy presence, as when the 
melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil.*' The 
Prophecy of Amos is a succession of earthquake-shocks. The 
thunder of the first “roar" from Jerusalem awakens him; 
“ the lion hath roared, who will not fear ? The Lord hath 
spoken, who will not prophesy * ? ” “ The day of the Lord 

becomes darkness, very dark, and no lightness in it." The 
land heaves like the rising of the Nile flood *. The “ waters of 
the sea " rise, and are “ poured over the face of the earth*." — 
The most ancient and the most recent of these convulsions- 
are brought together by the links of this mysterious agency. 
“ Phave overthrown some of you, as Ood overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the* 
burning The temple, the ivory palaces, the gateways of 
Bethel are “ smitten," “ shake,*' “ fall," perish, and come to an 
end * ; even as at a more awful moment by a like convulsion 
“the vail of the Temple " at Jerusalem “was rent in twain 
from the top to the •bottom." 

It is probable that nothing conveys to the human mind so 
strong a sense of general instability and insecurity as the re- 
currence of earthquake ; the only terror, of which, as has been 
often observed, the edge is sharpened, not blunted, by 
familiarity. “ Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon 
thee, O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall come to pass, 
that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall 
into the pit ; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the 
pit shall be taken in the snare : for the windows from on high 
are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake. The 
earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, tlie 
earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro 

^ 4^08 i. 2 ; iy. 8. See Chapter III. * Amos iv. 11. 

^ Amos viii. 8 ; ix. 5. See Appendix, * Amos iii. 14, 15 ; ix. 1. 

Teor^ . « Matt, xxvii, 52. 

^ jimos ix. 6. 



^Ike i^ dru^ shall be removes like a cottage ‘/‘ Biit 

, tjie nerves of the faith of Israel were not tmstrung by shocks 
which to them rather brought out* the consciousness of that 
which was immoveable. ** Therefore will we not fear, though 
the earth be moved, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea.” — “ The Lord reigneth; let the 
people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubim; let the 
earth be moved*.” 

VII. What has been already said is enough to indicate the 
Variety of extraordinary variety of structure and temperature 
gtructure exhibited in the Holy Land. It is said by Volney*, 
andclimate. apparently with justice, that there is no dis- 
trict on the face of the earth which contains so many and 
such sudden transitions. Such a country furnished at once 
the na^ral theatre of ^ history and a literature which were 
destined to spread into nations accustomed to the most various 
climates and imagery. There must of course, imder any 
circumstances, be much in the history of any nation, eastern or 
western, northern or southern, which, to other quarters of the 
world, will be more or less unintelligible. StiU it is easy to 
conceive that whatever difficulty is presented to European or 
American minds by the sacred writings, might have been 
greatly aggravated had the Bible come into existence in a 
country more limited in its outward imagery than is the case 
with Palestine. If the Valley of the Nile or the Arabian 
Desert had witnessed the whole of the sacred history, we 
cannot but feel how widely it would have been separated from 
the ordinary thoughts of a European ; how small a portion of 
our feelings and imaginations would have been represented 
by it. The truths might have been the same, but the forms 
in which they were clothed would have affected only a few 
here and there, leaving the great mass imtouched. But 
as it is, we have the life of a Bedouin tribe, of an agricultural 
people, of seafaring cities; the extremes of barbarism and 
of civilisation; the aspects of plain and of mountain; of a 
tropical, of an eastern, and almost of a northern climate. In 

xxiy. 17—20. * Fs. sItI. 2 ; zdx* 1. 

* See Bitter ; Jordan, p. 350. 



Egypt there is a qontiimal eoataot of desert and c^ti^ated 
iWd ; in Greece, there is a constant intermixture of the views 
of sea and land ; in the ascent and descent of the great moun- 
tains of South America there is an interchange of the torrid 
and the arctic zones; in England there is an alternation of 
wild hills and valleys with rich fields and plains. But in 
Palestine all these are combined. The Patriarchs could here 
gradually exchange the nomadic life, first for the pastoral, and 
then for the agricultural ; passing insensibly from one to the 
other as the Desert melts imperceptibly into the hills of Pales- 
tine. Ishmael and Esau could again wander back into the 
sandy waste which lay at their very doors *. The scape-goat 
could still be sent from the temple-courts into the uninhabited 
wilderness*. John, and a greater than John, could return in a 
day’s journey from the busiest haunts of men into the solitudes 
beyond the Jordan*. The various tribes could find their several 
occupations of shepherds, of warriors, of trafiickers, according 
as they were settled on the margin of the Desert, in the moun- 
tain fastnesses, or on the shore of the Mediterranean. The 
sacred poetry which was to be the delight and support of the 
. human mind and the human soul in all regions of the world, 
embraced within its range the natural features of almost every 
country. The venerable poet of our own moimtain regions 
used to dwell with genuine emotion on the pleasure he felt in 
the reflection that the Psalmists and Prophets dwelt in a 
mountainous country, and enjoyed its beauty as truly as 
himself. The devotions of our great maritime empire find 
a natural expression in the numerous allusions, which no 
inland situation could have permitted, to the roar of tlie 
Mediterranean Sea, breaking over the rocks of Acre and Tyre, 
— ‘‘ thei floods lift up their voice, the floods lift up their waves,” 
— the “ great and wide sea,” whose blue waters could be seen 
from the top of almost every mountain, ‘‘ wherein are things 
creeping innumerable.” “There go” the Phoenician “ships” 
with their white sails, and “ there is that Leviathan,” the 
monster of the deep, which both Jewish and Grecian fancy 


^ Sed Chapter I. Part ii. p. 99. * LeV. xti. ^2. 

« See Chaptere X. aad XIH. 
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was wont to place in the inland ocean, that was to them All, 
a.hd more than all, that the Atlantic is to us. Thither “ they 
went down from their mountains, and “ did their business in 
ships,’’ in the ** great waters,” and saw the “ wonders ” of the 
*' deep and along those shores were the ‘‘ havens,” few and 
far between, “ where they would be ” when “ the storm became 
calm, and the waves thereof were still Hermon, with his 
snowy summit always in sight, furnished the images which 
else could hardly have been familiar, — “ snow and vapours,” 

snow like wool,” hoar-frost like ashes,” “ice like morsels*.” 
And then again, the upland hills and level plains experienced 
all the usual alternations of the seasons — ^the “ rain descending 
on the mown grass,” the “ early and the latter rain,” the 
mountains “watered from His chambers, the earth satisfied 
with i}xe fruit of His * works” — ^which, though not the same as 
the ordinary returns of a European climate, were yet far more 
like it than could be found in Egypt, Arabia, or Assyria. 

Such instances of the variety of Jewish experience in Pales- 
tine, as contrasted with that of any other country, might easily 
be multiplied. But enough has been said to show its fitness 
for tlie history or the poetry of a nation with a universal 
destiny, and to indicate one at least of the methods by which 
that destiny was fostered — the sudden contrasts of the various 
aspects of life and death, sea‘ and land, verdure and desert, 
.storm and calm, heat and cold; which, so far as any natural 
means could assist, cultivated what has been well called the 
“variety in unity,” so characteristic of the sacred books of 
Israel; so unlike those of India, of Persia, of Egypt, of 
Arabia. 

VIII. Amidst this great diversity of physical features, un- 
doubtedly the one which most prevails over the others, is its 
Palestine a i^^untainous character. As a general rule, Palestine 
mountain- is not merely a mountainous country, but a mass of 
mountains, rising from a level sea-coast on the west, 
and from a level desert on the east, only cut asunder by the 

* Ps. civ. 26 ; cvii. 23 — 30. severe than at present. Se#p. 121. 

5 ps. cxlyii. 16; cxlviii. 8. At tHe * Ps. Ixxii. 6; civ. 18. Compare 
same time it most l>e remembered that Dent, zi* 14 : loiii. 2* 



vafley of the Jordan lrompor& >to souths and fey th^ vaUey of 
Jazreel from, east to west The result of this peculiarity is, 
that not merely the hiU-tops, but the v^eys and plains of the 
interior of Palestine, both east and west, are themselves so 
high above the level of the sea as to partake of aU the main 
characteristics of mountainous history and scenery. Jerusalem 
is of nearly the same elevation as the highest ground in 
England, and most of the chief cities of Palestine are several ' 
hundred feet above the Mediterranean Sea. 

1. Many expressions of the Old and Ne|^ Testaments have 
immediate reference to this configuration of the 
country, the more remarkable from its contrast with 
the flat from which it rises on the east and south. This pro- 
bably is at least one signification of the earliest name by 
which not Palestine alone, but the whole chain of mountains 
of which it is an offshoot, was called, — “ Aram,” or the “ high- 
lands,” as distinguished from “ Canaan,” “ the lowlands ” or 
plain of the sea-coast on the west, and the “ Bikah ” or great 
plain of the Mesopotamian deserts on the east. “ Aram ” (or 
Syriay the word by which the Greeks translated the word into* 
their own language) seems to have been the general appel- 
lation* of the whole sweep of mountains which enclose the 
western plains of Asia, and which were thus designated, like 
the various ranges of Maritime, Graian, Pennine, and Julian 
Alps, by some affix or epithet to distinguish one portion 
from another. 


^ “ Axjam-Naharaim,” Hhe highlands 
of the two rivers * (the word translated 
** Mesopotamia’* in the Greek, Latin, 
and English versions), Gen. xxiv. 10, 
Dent. xdii. 4, Judges iii. 8, 1 Chron. 
xix. 6, is applied to the mountains from 
which the Euphrates and Tigi’is issue 
into the t>lain. It is also described, in 
Numb. xmii. 7, as **Aramy ihemountaiiis 
of the East.** **Padan-Aram** is ‘the 
cultivated field of the highlands,* Gen. 
XXV, 20, acxviii. 2—7, xlviii. 7 ; apparently 
either an^ upland vale in the hills, or a 
fertile district immediately at their feet. 
That thi^is the meaning of “Fadan,** 
appears both from its derivation from 
plough (see Gesenius in 
from the equivalent sodeA 


= cultivated field — arvuniy — used for it 
in Hosea xii. 12 (though there trans- 
lated “country”). “Aram of DamaS' 
CUB** (2 Sam. viii. 6) is ‘the highlands 
above Damascus,* to which, in later 
times, the word “Aram** (Syria), became 
almost entirely restricted, as in Isa. vii. 
1, 8 ; Amos i. 5 ; 1 Kings xv. 18 ; and 
so the lesser principalities of the same 
region are called “ Aram Zobah, *’ “Aram 
Maachah,*’ “Aram Deth-Rehob.** To 
Palestine itself it is never applied in the 
Scriptures, but the constant designation 
of the country by Greek writers (see 
Beland, cap. viii.), is “ Syria Palsestina,” 
which, in its Hebrew^uivalent, woul<l 
be “ Aram Fhilistim.*’ For ihe’meamng 
of Syriay see Chapter VI. 



; However this m&y be, there can be no doubt that in JPatea" 
tine we are in the Highlands of Asia; This wae the more 
remarkable in connection with the Israelites, because they were 
the only civilised nation then existing in the world, which 
dwelt in a mountainous coimtry. The great states of Egypt, 
of Assyria, of India*, rose in the plains formed by the mighty 
rivers of thos^ empires. The mountains from which those 
rivers descended were the haunts of the barbarian races, who 
from time to time descended to conquer or ravage these rich 
and level tracts. Qut the Hebrew people was raised above the 
other ancient states, equally in its moral and in its physical 
relations. From the Desert of Arabia to Hebron is a continual 
ascent, and from that ascent there is no descent of any import- 
ance, except to the plains of the Jordan, Esdraelon, and the 
ooast*. To “ go down into Egypt,** to “ go up into Canaan,** 
were Expressions as true as they are frequent in the account of 
the Patriarchal migrations to and fro between the two countries. 
From a mountain sanctuary, as it were, Israel looked over the 
world. “ The mountain of the Lord s house,’* — “ established 
on the tops of the mountains,** — ‘‘ exalted above the hills,** — to 
which ‘‘all nations should go ‘up,** was the image in which the 
prophets delighted to represent the future glory of their country, 
When “ the Lord had a controversy with his people,** it was to 
be “ before the mountains and the hills,*’ and “ the strong 
foundations of the ^earth.** When the messengers of glad 
tidings returned from the captivity, their feet were “beautiful 
upon the •mountains,” It was to the “ mountains ** of Israel 
that the exile lifted up his eyes, as the place “ from whence 
his help *came.** To the . oppressed it was “the mountains’* 
that brought “judgment, and the hills •righteousness.** “My 
mountains *’ — “ my holy •mountain,** — are expressions for the 
whole country^. 

One striking consequence of this elevation of the whole 


^ See the fact well given in HegeVs ^ Fs. Ixxii. 3. 

Philosophy of History, p; 50. ® Isa. xi. 9 ; xiv. 25 ; Ivii. 13 ; 

* See Chapter I, Part ii. p. 102. Ixv. 9. 

® Isa. ii. 2, 3. ® This whole aspect of ;^e country 

< jMUcah vi. 1, 2. is caught by Rauwulf with intelligence 

^ Isa. lii. 7. remarkable for so early a traveller 

* Fa cxjti. 1. (Traveli^ p. 220, 221). 
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d£ the country is that every high point in it commends 
A prospect of greater esitent than is common in ordi- 
nary mountain districts. On almost every eminence of Sacred . 
there is an opportunity for one of those wide views or 
surveys which abound in the history of Palestine, and which, 
more than anything else, connect together our impression of 
events and of the scene on which they were enacted. There 
Are first the successive views of Abraham ; as when on “ the 
mountain east of Bethel,” “Lot Jifted up his eyes, 
and beheld all the flain of Jordan,” and Abraham 
“ lifted up his eyes, and looked from the place where he was, 
northward, and southward, and eastward, and 'west- , 

* ia.Drftll&tD« 

ward* ; or again, when “Abraham looked towards 
Sodom and Gomorrah . . . and beheld, and lo the smoke of 
ihe country went up as the smoke of a furnace ; ** or yet again, 
when “he lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off in tlie 
land.of *Moriah.** In the later history there is unfolded still 
more distinctly the view of Balaam from the “high places of 
Moab,” when “ from the top of the rocks he saw,** 

“from the hills he beheld,** not only “the tents of 
Jacob** and the “tabernacles of Israel,’* with their future 
neatness rising far in the distance, but the surrounding nations 
also, whose fate was interwoven with theirs— and he thought of 
Edom and Seir, and “ looked on Amalek,” and “ looked on the 
* Kenite.” And close upon tliis follows the view — the most 
famous in all time, the proverb of all languages — when from 
that same spot — “ the field of Zophim on the top of ^Pisgah,” 
— Moses, from “ the mountain of Nebo, the top of Pisgah,” 
saw ‘^all the land of Gilead unto Dan, and all 
Naphteli, and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
and all the land of Judah unto the utmost sea, and the south, 
and the plain of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, unto *Zoar,” 
Such too was the “ very high mountain in the land of Israel,” 
from which, in vision, Ezekiel* saw the “frame of the 
city,** and “ the waters issuing to the east country,” * 

* Gen, xiii. 10, 14. See Chapter IV. * Numb, xxiii. 14. 

* Gen. x!x. 28 : xxii. 4. See Chapters * Dent, xxxiv. 1—8. See Chapter 

T. Vt >■ VII. 

» Nun^. xxii. 41 ; xxiii. 0 ; xxiv. 5, « Eiek. xl. 2 ; xlvii. 8. See Chapter 

17,18,560,21. See Chapter YU. VII 

^ K 2 





smjj 




** Ibe desert/’ aiid the sea/’ Siieh--^in vision alSO^^as it!he 
mountain exceeding high/’ which revealed on the day of the 
and of^ur Temptation ‘‘ all the kingdoms of the world and the 
X«or<l gloiy of them^” Such — ^not in vision, but in thjs 
most certain reality, — was that double view of Jerusalem from 
Mount Olivet ; the first, when, at the sudden turn of the road 
from Bethany, “He beheld the city, and wept over it,*' the 
second, when “ He sat on the Mount of Olives, over against the 
Temple," and saw those “ great buildings’/' 

Other prospects such as of Jacob from iSlahanaim, of Deborah 
from Mount Tabor, of Solomon from Gibeon, though not 
detailed, can well be imagined; others again, though belonging 
to later times, are yet full of interest — the view, whether his- 
torical or legendary, of Mahomet* over Damascus ; the view of 
Jerusalem, as Titus saw it from the heights of Scopus, or as it 
burst, eleven centuries later, on the Crusading armies at the 
same spot, or as the pilgrims beheld it from “ Montjoye\" 

To all these I shall return in detail as we come to them in 
their several localities. No other history contains so many of 
these points of contact between the impressions of life and the 
impressions of outward scenery. But, besides this imaginative 
result, if one may so say, the mountainous character of Palestine 
is intimatelj^ connected with its history, both religious and 
political. 

2. The infinite multiplication of these hills renders intel- 
ligible two points constantly recurring in the history of 
“Fenced the Jewish people — the “ fenced cities" and the “high 
; places." From the earliest times of the occupation of the 

country by a civilised and stationary people, we hear of the cities 
great and “ walled up to heaven*' which terrified the IsraeKte 
'spies; of the “ fenced cities " attacked by Sennacherib ; of the 
various hiU-forts, Jotapata, Masada, Bether, which in the last 
Jewish wars held out against the Eoman forces. This is still 
the appearance of the existing villages or ruined cities, chiefly 
indeed in Judeea, but also throughout the country; in this 
respect more lijke the towns of the aboriginal inhabitants of 

' Mjikit. iy. 8. See Chapter YIII. * See Chapter XII. 

* lake 3 UX. 41 ; Mark ^ See * See Chapter IV. 

Copter in. ' 
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Italy^ '*pr»rttpti& oppida saxis/* than those of luc^y other 
<iOimiry, ^ A city in a valley, instead of being as elsewhjere the 
rule, is here the exception; every valley has its hill, and on 
that hill a city is set that cannot be hid.’* From still earlier 
times, the same tendency is observable in their religious history* 
These multiplied heights were so many natural altars: at 
Bethel*, on Moriah*, at Dan*, at Gibeon^ on Mount andtk# 
Zion*, on Olivet*, altars were successively erected. 

On the various heights of Hermon ruins of such 
temples everywhere exists The national worship down to the 
time of Hezekiah may almost be said to have been a religion 
of high places. There was no one height sufficient of itself 
to command universal acquiescence. In this equality of moun- 
tains, all were alike eligible. 

3. Again, the combination of this mass of hills with its 
border plains and with the deserts from which it 
risesj has deeply affected its political and military divi^ons 
history. The allocation of tlie particular portions 
of Palestine to its successive inhabitants, will best 
nppear as we proceed. But the earliest and most funda- 
mental distributions of territory are according to the simple 
division of tlie country into its highlands and lowlands. 
“ The Amalekites,” that is, the Bedouin tribes, “ dwell in 
the land of the south/’ that is, on the desert frontier ; ‘‘ and 
the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites dwell in the 
mountains,” that is, the central mass of lulls ; and the 
‘Canaainites dwell by the sea and by the ‘ side * of “Jordan,” 
that is, on the western plain and in the valley of the Ghor. 
And of the early inhabitants thus enumerated, those who at 
least by their names are brought into the sharpest geographical 
contrast, are the Amorites or “ dwellers on the summits,” and 
the Conaanites or lowlanders®.” 

Blit the conquest of Palestine brings out this peculiarity 
mbst strongly. In most countries which consist of 
mountains and lowlands, two historical results are and con- 
observable ; first, that, in the case of invasion, the 

^ Oenliii, 8. ® Gen. xxii. 4. « 2 Sam. xr. 82; 1 Kin^ xi. 7* 

^ Jnd|ea xviii. 80. ^ See Chapter XII. ^ 

^ 1 ]|^gB ill 4 ; 2 Ohron. i. 8. * Numb, xiii.29. Compare Joshua xi. 8. 

f 2 Sum. VI. 17. • * See Kwidd’s GeschicW (2nd L 
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cibbtiginal inhabitants are driven to the mountains, and the* 
jphiins fall into the hands of the conquerors; secondly, that 
in the case of semi-barbarous countries so situated, the 
plains are the secure, the mountains the insecure parts of 
the region. In Palestine both these results are reversed. 
Although some few of the ancient Amorite tribes, such as the 
Jebusites, retained their strongholds in the hiUs for many 
years after the first conquest of Joshua, yet the instances re- 
corded of resistance to the progress of the conquerors, are for 
the most part in the plains. The hills of Judah and Ephraim 
were soon occupied, but “ Manasseh could not drive out the 
inhabitants of Bethshean, . . nor Taanach, . . nor Dor, . . . 
noy Ibleain, . . . nor Megiddo, . . [from tlie plains of Esdraelon 
and Sharon], but the Canaanites would dwell in that land. 
Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Accho, . . nor 
of Ziddn, . . nor of Achzib . . [in the bay of Acre, and the* 
coast of Phoenicia] . . but the Asherites dwelt among the 
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land : for they did not drive 
them *out.” ‘‘And the Amorites forced the children of Dan 
into the mountain : for they would not suffer them to come- 
down into tlie valley : but the Amorites would dwell in Mount 
Heres in Aijalon and Shaalbim : yet the hand of the house of 
Joseph prevailed, so tliat they became * tributaries.” We are* 
not left to conjecture as to one at least of the reasons. “ The 
Lord was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the 
mountain ; but could not drive out the inhabitants of the 
valley, because they had chariots of iron*.** The Israelites* 
were a nation of infantry. Their nomadic life, in this respect 
differing from that of the modern Bedouins, was without 
horses ; and even after their settlement in Palestine, horses 
and chariots were unknown as a national possession until the 
reign of Solomon. The Canaanites, on the contrary, were 
famous for their chariots. One chief alone ^ is described as 
possessing “ nine hundred ; ” and even after the partial intro- 
duction of them during the Jewish monarchy, the contrast 

315 ; and Oesenins in vocibta. Com- ^ Ibid. 34. ^ 

l^are Pent. L 7, 19, 20, 44, “The moun- ® Judges i. 19. See also Jo8b.xvii. 16. 

tsdn of * Jabin : Judges iv. 3. 

i Jttdgell. 27— 32. 



b^tweea the infantry of the Israelites and the chariots of the 
armies from Damascus^ suggested the same comparisoxi tlmt 
might have been made by tlxe Canaanites in the days of Joshua. 
** Their gods are gods of the ^mountains ; ' therefore they ^ 
stronger than we ; but let us fight against them in the * level/ 
and surely we shall be stronger than they.” A glance at the 
description of Palestine given above will show how exactly this 
tallies with the actual results. Eoads for wheeled vehicles are 
now unknown in any part of Palestine; and in the earlier 
history they are very rarely mentioned as a general means of 
communication. There is indeed mention of the chariots ” 
of Jehu and of Ahab along the plain of Esdraelon ; and there 
was apparently a royal chariot-road between the capitals of the 
two kingdoms^ And under the Eomans, the same astonishing 
genius for road-making, which carried the Via Flaminia through 
the Apennines and has left traces of itself in the narrow pass 
of the Scironian rocks, may have increased the facilities of 
communication in Palestine. Hence, perhaps, the mention of 
the chariot-road through the pass from Jerusalem to Gaza% 
where the Ethiopian met Philip. Hence the steep descent 
from Gadara is paved with the remains of a regular Eoman 
road, marked by the ruts of wheels, where wheels have now 
never penetrated for at least a thousand years. But in earlier 
times, and under ordinary circumstances, chariots must have 
always been more or less impracticable in the mountain 
regions. It was in the plains, accordingly, that the enemies of 
Israel were usually successful. 

Another cause, not indeed for the success of the Canaanites" 
resistance, but for the tenacity with which they clung to the 
plains, is to be seen in their great superiority both for agricul- 
tural and nomadic purposes to anything in the hills of Judaea 
or Ephraim. Judah,” we are told, at first took Gaza, and 
AskelOn, and Ekron.*" But these cities, with their coasts, soon 
fell a^in into the hands of the Philistines — whether the old 
inhabitants, or, as there is some reason to think, a new race of 
settlers, subsequent to the first conquest. And then, for more 

* The , royal corpses were carried in 30, Behohoam fled in his chariot liforo 
chariots Samaria to tTcrusalem. Shechem to Jerusalem, 1 Kings idi. 16* 

I Kings itU. 33 ; 2 Kings ix. 28, xxui. * Acts viU. 28. 
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©avid. It was the richest portion of the eou»try^ awd the 
I^hilistiaes imght well hght for it to the last gasp. Ib the same 
way, Tyre and Sidon, Accho and Gaza, cared but little for the 
new comers, if they could but retain their hold on the com- 
delds and the sea*. 

And this brings us to the other peculiarity which distin- 
guishes Palestine at the present day, from other 
half-civilisefd regions. In Greece and Italy and 
Spain, it is the mountainous tract which is beset with 
banditti, the level country which is safe. In Palestine, on 
the contrary, the mountain tracts are comparatively secure, 
though infested by villages of hereditary ruffians here and 
there ; but tlje plains, wi<h hardly an exception, are more or 
less dangerous. Perhaps the most striking contrast is the 
passage^ from the Haurdn and plain of Damascus, to the up- 
lands of the Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, with their quiet 
villages and fruit-gardens, breathing an atmosphere almost 
of European comfort and security. The cause is soon told. 
Palestine, as we have before seen, is an island in a desert 
waste ; but from this very fact it is also an island in the midst 
of pirates. The Bedouin tribes are the corsairs of the wilder- 
ness ; the plains which run into the mountains are the creeks 
into which they naturally penetrate. Far up the plains of 
Philistia and Sharon come the Arabs of the Tih ; deep into 
the centre of Palestine, into the plain of Esdraelon, especially 
^ when the harvest has left the fields clear for pasturage, come 
the Arabs of the Hauran and of Gilead, The same levels 
which of old gave an opening to the chariots of the Canaanites, 
now admit the inroad of these wandering shepherds. On one 
occasion, even in ancient times, there was a migration of 
Bedouins into Palestine on a gigantic scale ; when the Midianites 
and Amalekites, and children of the east, encamped against tlie 
Israelites in the maritime plain, ** with their cattle and their 
tents,** and pitched’* their tents in Esdraelon, and “lay along 
the valley like grasshoppers for multitude*.** This, doubtless, 
was a great exception, and in the flourishing times ^of the 

; ' ^ See Chapter Vt * Judges vi. 3, 6, SS ; vii. 12. See Chapter IX, 



Jewisk Mo3^Arcky ax^ <^ the Boma& Empire^ the koif^w bf ika 
Desert were kept out, or were, as in the case of the ^bes bf 
/Petra in the time of the Herods, brought within the range of 
lb partial civilisation. But now, like the sands of their own 
deserts which engulf the monuments of Egypt, no longer 
defended by a living and watchful population, they have brokto 
in upon the country far and near ; and in the total absence of 
solitary dwelling-places — in the gathering together of all the 
settled inhabitants into villages, — and in the walls which, as at 
Jerusalem, enclose the cities roimd, with locked gates and 
guarded towers — we see the effect of the constant terror which 
they inspire. It is the same peculiarity of Eastern life, as was 
•exhibited in its largest proportions in the vast fortifications 
with which Nineveh and Babylon shut themselves in against tlie 
attacks of the Bedouins of the Assyrian Desert, and in the 
great wall which still defends the Chinese empire against the 
Mongolian tribes, from whom the civilisation of northern Asia 
has experienced the same* reverses as that of southern Asia 
from the Arabs. 

IX. What has already been said of the physical configuration 
of the country, must to a great extent have anti- Scenery of 
cipated what can be said of its scenery. Yet the I^a^estine. 
character of scenery depends so much on its form and colour, 
as well as its material — on its expression as well as its features 
— that, unless something more is said, we shall have but a 
faint image of what was presented to the view of Patriarch or 
Prophet, King or Psalmist. Those who describe Palestine as 
beautiful must have either a very inaccurate notion of what 
constitutes beauty of scenery, or must have viewed the country 
through a highly coloured medium. There are, no doubt, 
sevesral exceptions — Shechem, Samaria, Jericho, Engedi, the 
sources of the Jordan. But as a general rule, not only is it 
without the two main elements of beauty — variety of outline 
and variety of colour — but the features rarely so group 
together as to form any distinct or impressive combination. 
The tangled and featureless hills of the lowlands of Scotland* 
and ^^orth Wales are perhaps the nearest likeness accessible 

Martinoatt^ Eastern and Laadhill (iL 22S). The Abb4 Mit^on. 
lifei IIL c. 1. Pr. Kichardson compares the hills to those of the Vosges 
Oompi^ the road lietween Jaffa and and the Limousin (Voyage Beligiease, 
JOnissilem to the road between Sanquhar ii. 272). 
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to EngUshmetiy of the general landscape of Palestine south oi 
the pli^ of Esdraelon. 

1* Bounded hiUs, ohiefly of a gray colour*, gray partly from 
Chanwster the limestone of which they are all formed, partly 
of hiiiB. from the tufts of gray shrub with which their sides 
are thinly clothed, and from the prevalence of the olive t their 
sides formed into concentric rings of rock, which must have 
served in ancient times as supports to the terraces of which . 
there are still traces to their very summits ; valleys, or rather 
the meetings of these gray slppes with the beds of dry water- 
courses at their feet ; long sheets of bare rock* laid like flag- 
stones, side by side, along the soil ; these are the chief features 
of the greater part of the scenery of the historical parts of 
Palestine*. In such a landscape the contrast of every excep- 
tion is doubly felt. The deep shade of the mountain wall 
beyond ttlie Jordan, or again the level plains of the coast and 
of Esdraelon, each cut out of the mountains as if with a knife, 
become striking features where all else is monotonous. The 
eye rests with peculiar eagerness on the few instances in which 
the gentle depressions become deep ravines, as in those about 
Jerusalem, or those leading down to the valley of the Jordan ; 
or in which the mountains assume a bold and peculiar form, 
as Lebanon and Hermon at the head of the whole country, 
or Tabor, Neby-Samwil, and the “ Frank mountain,'* in the 
centre of the hills themselves. The strange scenes of the 
Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea are the standing marvel of 
the country. 

3. These rounded hills, occasionally stretcliing into long 
Vegetation ranges, are for the most part bare of wodd. 

Forest and large timber (with a few exceptions, here- 
after to be mentioned,) are not known. Cornfields, and, in the 
neighbourhood of Christian populations as at Bethlehem, vine- 
yards creep along the ancient terraces. In the spring, the hills 
and valleys are covered with thin grass and the aromatic 

* This gray colour is exchanged for rounded and rocky bills of Judsea swell 

white in the hills immediately eastward out in empty, unattractive, and evea 
of Jerusalem. repulsive barrenness, with nothing to 

* Well described by Richardson, iL 374. relieve the eye or captivate the fahey.” 

^Thii feature of the rocky soil has some- See Appendix, GibeoA, Hasselquist 
times been mistaken for ancient pave- p. 126; ** The hills of Judma are of a 
meht (Robinson's Later Res., p. 119). moderate size, uneven, not of any mathe- 

* Keith, in his Land of Israel, p. 429, matical figure, conic or hemispheric.** 

hat exactlj^ caught this character. ** The 
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shru^ct whi<3h elotlie ^more or less almost the whole of Syria 
and Arabia. But they also glow with what is peculiar to 
Palestine, a profusion of wild flowers, daisies, the white flower 
called the Star of Bethlehem, but especially with a blaze of 
‘ scarlet flowers of all kinds, chiefly anemones, wild tulips, and 
poppies*. Of all the ordinary aspects of the country, this 
blaze of scarlet colour is perhaps the most peculiar ; and, to 
those who first enter the Holy Land, it is no wonder that it 
has suggested the touching and significant name of “ tlm 
Saviour’s blood-drops.” 

It is this contrast between the brilliant colours of the flowers 
and the sober hue of the rest of the landscape, that gives force 
to the words, — “ Consider the lilies of the field. . . For I say 
unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these*.” Whatever was the special flower designated by 
the lily of the field, the rest of the passage indicates that it 
was iof the gorgeous hues which might be compared to the 
robes of the great king. The same remark applies, though in 
a less degree, to tlie frequent mention of the same flower in the 
Canticles, — “ I am the rose of Sharon, the lily of the valleys ; ” 
“ as the lily among thorns ; ” “ he feedeth among the lilies ; 

“ he is gone to gather lilies’.” The roses in the “ Valley of 
Eoses” near Bethlehem are said to be a striking though solitary 
instance of such a burst of fragrance^. 

The same general bareness and poverty sets off in the same 
way the rare exceptions in the larger forms of vege- 
table life. The olive, the fig, and the pomegranate, 
which fonn the usual vegetation of the country, are so humble 
in stature, that they hardly attract the eye till the spectator is 
amongst them. Then indeed the twisted stems and silver 
foliage of the first, the dark broad leaf of the second, the tender 
green and scarlet blossoms of the third, are amongst the most 
beautiful of sights, even when stripped of the associations 
which would invest the tamest of their kind witli interest. On 
the lower slopes of the hills olives especially are more 
or less thickly scattered, with that peculiar colour and . ^ 
form ^hich they share in common with those of Greece and of 
Italy to English eyes, best represented by aged willows.^ 

* Wei dewribed in Lynch’s Expedi- » Cant. ii. 1, 2, 16 ; vi. 2, 8. 

tion, p.l25.— See Chap. I. Part ii. p.99. J Stewart, 846. 

• See l^pter XIII. Those who have never seen an oliv* 
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]l3at there are a fe# trees which ems^e feffltn' this gen^l 
ebscuriiy; ; Foremost stand the Cedars’ of lieba£to&i 
In ancient times the sides of that moimtain were 
covered -with them. Now, they are only found in one smidl 
hollow on its north-western slope. But there can be little 
«oiiS]iedto doubt that they were always confined to the range of 
liebamon. Xiobanon, and therefore, properly speaking, were not 
trees of Palestine at dl*. The expression of Keble, — 

Far o’er the cedar shade some tower of giant old,” 

never could have been true of the woods and ruins of Judaea. 
It was the very remoteness of this noble tree, combined with its 
majestic height and sweeping branches, that made it, one may 
almost say, an object of religious reverence. It is hardly ever 
named without the addition, either of the lofty mountain where it 
grew,~‘‘ the cedai’s of Lebanon,” — or of some epithet implying 
its grandeur and glory, — “the trees of the Lord,” the “ cedars 
which He hath planted,” “ the tall cedars,” “ the cedars high 
and lifted up,” “ whose height is like the height of the cedars,” 
“ spread abroad like the cedar,” “ with fair branches,” “ with a 
shadowing shroud,” “ of an high stature,” “ his top among the 
thick boughs,” “ his height exalted above all the trees of the 
field,” “ his boughs multiplied, his branches long,” “ fair in 
his greatness,” “ in the length of his branches,” “ by the 
multitude of his branches*.” These expressions clearly indi- 
cate that to them the cedar was a portent, a grand and awful 
work of God. The words would never have been used had it 
been a familiar sight amongst their ordinary gardens, as it is 
in ours. The Maronite clergy for many years celebrated worship 
under their branches, as though they formed a natural temple; 


tree, must read tbe description in Euskiu’s 
Stones of Venice, vol iii. p. 175 — 177. 

‘ With the exception of the cedars, I 
hate confined myself in this enumera- 
tion stiictly to the trees of Palestine. 
For a fuller account of the cedars, see 
Chapter XII. 

^ It is not clear from the account in 
1 Kings t. whether the cedars of Lebanon 
whieh Hiram’s workmen cut down for 
Sokmon, and sent on rafts to Joppa for 


the building of the Temple, were within 
the Jewish dominions at that time or 
not. But the stress laid on the skill of 
the Sidonians as wood-cutters, and the 
fact that Solomon sent his own over- 
seers there, perhaps implies that they 
were. 

^ Isa. ii. 13 xxxvii. 24 ; Amos ii. 9 ; 
Ezek. xxxi. 3—10 ; P«, xxix. 5 *xciL 18 * 
civ, 16. 
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ll^ now bav«^recte4 a cbapel oa the 8]^at|^ 
by numbers on the Feast of the Transfiguration. This may 
iiof^ be a homage to the extreme antiquity of those which 
are left ; but it may also be a continuation of the ancient 
feeling towards them which filled the hearts of the poets of 
Israel. Another more practical indication of their size, as 
compared to any Palestine timber, is the fact, that from the 
earliest times they have been used for all the great works 
of. Jewish architecture. They were so employed for Solo- 
mon’s Temple, and again for the Temple of Zerubabel*, when 
nothing but sheer necessity could have induced the im- 
poverished people to send so far for their timber. . They 
were used yet.. once again, probably for the last time, in 
Justinian’s Church of the Virgin at Jerusalem, When the 
ceiling of the Church of Bethlehem, once of cedar, was last 
repaired, the rafters were no longer from the forests of Leba* 
non^ but gifts from our own oaks by King Edward IV. 

Passing from these trees, which, secluded as they are in 
their retired nook on the heights of Lebanon, could oaks and 
therefore illustrate the scenery of Palestine only by Terebinths, 
contrast, we come to those which must always have presented 
stiiking objects in the view, wherever they appeared. The 
first were those to which the Hebrews in Palestine emphatically 
gave the name" of “ the tree,” or “ the strong tree,” namely, 
the “Turkish oak” {el or ^elah, in Arabic Sindian)y and 
those to which the same name was given with a very slight 
variation of inflexion (allon) — the turpentine or terebinth, 
in Arabic butm. The trees are different in kind; but their 
general appearance is so similar, as well as the name which 
the Hebrews (doubtless from this similarity) applied to both, 
that they may both be considered together \ Probably the 

most remarkable specimen of the oak which the traveller 

\ See Kobinson's Lat. Res. 690. pressly distinguished “as the terebinth 

* BzritUL 7, {elah) and the oak** {allon)^ But, on 

^ The same word which in the Desert the other hand, they are also cemfounded ; , 
is appH^ to the Palm ; as in the proper the same tree, apparently, which is called 
names %Um and EUi'k (See Chapter I, tloK in Josh. xxiv. 26, being called oZto?* 
20), > and in Chaldee to the tree of in Gen. xxxy. 4, See Appendix zuh 
Daniel’s^sion. vodbtiz, 

^ Th^ are once (Isaiah tL 18) ex- 



sees, iR that called ** the oak of Abraham/* hear Hebron, 
Abrhham’f which an elaborate account is given by Dr. Eebin- 
oak. son\ A familiar example of the terebinth is that 
on the west of Jerusalem, near the Jaffa gate, which forms 
a marked object in any view including that portion of the 
city. They are both tall and spreading trees, with dark green 
foliage; and by far the largest in height and breadth oi 
any in Palestine. But these, too, are rare; and this also is 
indicated by the allusions to them in the Old Testament. In 
a less degree than the cedars of Lebanon, but more frequently 
from their being brought into closer contact with the history of 
Israel,, they are described as invested with a kind of religious 
sanctity, and as landmarks of the country, to a degree which 
would not be possible in more thickly wooded 
trees ; regions. They were no unfitting image of the rem- 
nants of tlie ancient giant race, which had -been “ destroyed 
from before Israel” — “the Amorite, whose height was like 
the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the oaks^'* 
Each successive step of the first patriarchal migration is 
marked by a halt under one or more of these towering trees. 
Under the oalc of Moreh at Shechem, and the oak of Mamre at 
Hebron, was built the altar and pitched the tent of Abraham. 
And each of these aged trees became the centre of a long 
Oak of succession of historical.recollection. Underneath the 
Moroh, Qf Moreh, or its successor*, Jacob buried, as in a 

consecrated spot, the images and the ornaments of his Meso- 
potamian retainers. In the same place, as it would seem, did 
Joshua set up the “great stone ** that was “ by the sanctuary 
of the ^Lord; ” and the tree, or the spot, appears to have been 
known in the time of the Judges, as the traditional site of these 
two events, by the double name of the “ oak of the enchant- 
ments,” and “ the oak of the *pillar.** Still more remarkable 
of Mamre * history of the “ oak of Mamre.’* There are 

here indeed two rival claimants. The LXX, trans- 
* lating the word allon by SpiJs, evidently regard it as identical 


VVol, ii. p. 443. 

2 Amos ii. 9. 

9 Gisn. XXXV. 4. 

^ Joshua xxiv. 26. 

t jTidges ix. 6, 37. In each case mis- 


translated ** plain,’* after the Vulgate 
(convallis). In the second cais Meo* 
nenim si^fies * enchantments,* in al* 
lusion to Gen. xxxv. 4, where the ear- 
rings appear to have been amulets. 



irith €la*, wd th^efore, fts an oak ; and it is curious that tlife 
only large tree now existing in the neighbourhood, is that 
already alluded to as the chief of a group of ilexes in the valley 
of Eschol, about a mile from Hebron; and is, in all pro- 
bability, the same, or in the same situation, as that alluded to 
in the twelfth century by Saewulf, and in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth by Mandeville and Sanutus, as possessed of extra- 
ordinary virtues, and the subject of a singular legend. But 
the tradition in the time of Josephus was attached to a 
terebinth^ None such now remains; but tliere can be little 
doubt that it stood within the ancient enclosure which he 
mentions, and of which ruins still remain to the north of 
Hebron, under the name of “Abraham’s house.” It was a 
gigantic tree, supposed to be coeval with the Creation. In the 
time of Constantine* it was hung with images and with a picture 
representing the Entertainment of the Angels; and underneath 
its ahade was held a fair, in which Christians, Jews, and Arabs 
assembled every summer to traffic, and to honour, each with 
his own rites, the sacred tree and its accompanying figures. 
Constantine abolished the worship and the images, but the 
tree, with the fair, remained to the time of Theodosius*. It 
gave its name to the spot, and was still standing within the 
church which was built around it, till the seventh century; 
and in later times marvellous tales were told of its having 
sprung from the staff of one of the angelic visitants, and of its 
blazing with fire yet remaining always fresh\ The neighbour* 
ing field is still called “ The Place of the Terebinth.” 

These are the two most remarkable of the trees mentioned. 
But there are also others. The “oak of Bethel,” the Oak of 
under which Deborah the nurse of Jacob was interred, fnatotby 
was known by the name of the ‘terebinth of ‘tears,’ Zaanaim. 
and ^metimes of ‘ Tabor ; ’ a landmark to wayfarers over the 
central hills of Palestine. The terebinth near Kedesh, under 
which the nomad tribe of the Kenites was encamped in the 
north^ may even be the tree which caused the terebinth to be 
taken as a type of the tribe of Naphtali, by whose sanctuary 
it stood ^ And in all these case6, as they had at first been 

^ Bell. Jud. IV. ix. 7. Xins. (Beland, p. 712.) 

^ Euiibbias, Vit. Con&t. 81 ; Demonst. < AUon-Bachotfa, Gen. xxxv. 8, where 
Bt. V. “ an oak,” should be ** the oak.” 

* Soctotes, i. 18; Sosomeu, Hist. xi. « “The ‘oak' by Zaanaun,” Jadgee 

fBeland,' up. 718, 7l4.) if. 11. 

♦ ; and Jalius Africa- r gee Lecture X. 
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marked oat as natural resting-places for the patriarchal "or 
Arab encampments, so they were afterwards in all probability 
the sacred trees and the sacred groves under which altars were 
built, partly to the True God, partly to Astarte. One such 
grove, apparently with the remains of a sacred edifice, exists 
at Hazori, near Banias ; another, of singular beauty, on the 
hill of the lesser sources of the Jordan, at the ancient sanc- 
tuary of Dan*; a third®, near Bludan, in the Anti-Lebanon, 
still the scene of an ancient superstitious rite. 

These instances are all more or less isolated. There is one 
district, however, where the oaks flourished and still flourish in 
such abundance as to constitute almost a forest. On the table- 
lands of Gilead are the thick oak-woods of Bashan, often 
alluded to in the Prophets* as presenting the most familiar 
image of forest scenery ; famous in history, as the scene of the 
capture and death of Absalom, when he was caught amongst 
the tangled branches of one of their largest trees. 

Another tree, which breaks the uniformity of the Syrian 
Palms landscape by the rarity of its occurrence, no less than 
by its beauty, is the Palm. It is a curious fact that 
this stately tree, so intimately connected with our associations 
of Judaea by the Roman coins, which represent her seated in 
captivity under its shade, is now almost unknown to her hills 
and valleys. Two or three in the gardens of Jerusalem, 
some few at Nablus, one or two ‘in the plain of Esdraelon, 
comprise nearly all the instances of the palm in central Pales- 
tine. In fonner times it was doubtless more common. In 
the valley of the Jordan, one of the most striking features 
.used to be the immense pjilm-grove, seven miles long, whicli 
surrounded Jericho ; of which large remains were still visible 
in the seventh century and the twelfth, some even in the seven- 
teenth. En-gedi, too, on the western side of the same lake, was 
known in early times as Hazazon-Tamar’ — “ the felling of palm- 
trees.’* Relics of its grove are still to be seen, in the trunks of 
palms washed up on the shores of the Dead Sea*, pre- 
served by the salt with which a long submersion in those 
strange waters has impregnated them. Now, not one’! is to be 

* Chapter XT. Srewulf (ibid. p. 28), Shaw, p. 

* See Porter's Damascus, i. 281. • Gen. xiv, 7 ; 2 Ghr. xx. 2, 

* Isa, ii. 13 ; Ezek. xxyii. 6. See ® Macmichael’s Journey, p. 207. See 

Oiapter VIII. Chapter VII. 

® Arottlf (Early Trayellers, p. 7.) • Bobinson, toI. ii. p. 211. 



Been in Ihe deep thicket ii^hieh eturrotmds its sprihg, and st 
Jericho even the solitary palm» for many years observed by 
travellers as the only remnant of its former, glory, has dis^ 
speared* On Olivet, too, where now nothing is to be seen 
but the olive and the fig-tree, there must have been at least 
some palms in ancient days. In the time of Ezra they went 
forth unto the mount” to fetch for the Feast of Tabernacles 
^'olive-branches, and pine-branches, and myrtle-branches, and 
palm-branches, and branches of thick* trees.” Bethany, "the 
house of dates,” in all probability derives its name from^the 
same cause, and with this agrees the fact that the crowd which 
escorted our Lord to Jerusalem from Bethany " took branches 
of palm trees*.” Still, it is probable that even then the palm 
was rarely found on the high land which forms the main 
portion of historical Palestine. It is emphatically, as we have 
seen in the account of Sinai, the " tree ” of the Desert. It is 
always spoken of in Rabbinical writers as a tree of the valleys*, 
not <5f the moimtains. It grows naturally, and were it cultivated, 
might doubtless grow again in the tropical climate of the 
Valley of the Jordan. It is still found in great abundance on 
the maritime plains of Philistia and Phoenicia ; and probably 
from the palm-groves, which still strike the eye of the travel- 
ler in the neighbourhood of Gaza, Jaffa, Acre, Sidon, and 
Beirut, and which there probably first met the eye of the 
Western world, whether Greek, Roman, or Mediaeval, came 
the name of Phoenicia' or " the Land of Palms.” Hence too, 
at least in recent times, came the branches, which dis- 
tinguished the Pilgrims of Palestine from those of Rome, 
Compostella, and Canterbury, by the name of "Palmer.” 
But the climate of the hill country must always have been 
too cold for their frequent growth*. Those on Olivet most 
likely were in gardens ; the very fact of the name of the 
" City of Palm-trees,^^ applied as a distinguishing epithet to 
Jericho; the allusion* to the palm-tree of En-gedi, as though 
found there and not elsewhere; the mention of the palm- 
tree of Deborah at BetheP, as a well-known and solitary 

' Nel^miah viii. 15. For the myrtle 
trees on^br near the same spot at the same 
period ^mpare the ** myrtle trees that 
were in the bottom,’* Zech. i. S, 10, 11. 

*Johjaxu. 13. 


’ See Eeland’s Palestine, 306, 368. 
^ See Chapter VI. 

> Buckingham, p. 217. 

* Boclesiasticus xxiv. 14. 

^ Judges iv. 6. 
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If^dmerk — ^probably ihe same spot as that called Baal^TtoarS 
'^the sanctuary of palm” — all indicate that the palm tms 

on the whole then, as now, the exception and not the rule. 

Oombined with the palm in ancient times was the Sycamore. 
This too was a tree of the plain*, — chiefly of the plain 
ycmmor , sea-coast — also, as we know by one celebrated 

instance*, in the plain of Jericho. As Jericho derived its name 
from the palms, so did Sycaminopolis — ^the modem Caipha,— 
from the grove of sycamores, some of which still remain in its 
neighbourhood. 

The large darkdeaved, wide-spread tree called the “ Carob,” 
TheOarob- common in the forests of Galilee^, is not directly 
named in the Scriptures, nor is it frequent in the 
rest of Palestine. But it has two points of connection with 
the Sacred History. Its pods are undoubtedly “the husks*” 
of the Pyodigal Son and of the swine which he tended. And 
a legend (founded perhaps on the popular name of “ locust- 
tree” given to the Carob) has confounded them with the 
locusts which were the food of the Baptist*. Two or three 
carob-trees, memorials or causes of this belief, are still pointed 
out in the hills a few miles west of Jerusalem, traditionally but 
erroneously called “the Wilderness of St. John.” 

There is one other tree, only to be found in the valley of 
Oleanders Jordan, but too beautiful to be entirely passed 
over; the Oleander, with its bright blossoms and 
dark-green leaves, giving the aspect of a rich garden to any 
spot where it grows. It is rarely if ever alluded to in the 
Scriptures. But it may be the “ tree planted by the ^ streams * 
of wateVy which bringeth forth his fruit in due season,” and 
“ whose leaf shall not wither ” \ and it may be “ the rose-plant 
in Jericho, “tlie rose growing by the brook of the 
celebrated by the son of Sirach. 


^ Judges XX. 33. 

^ ** Cedars made be as the sycamore 
trees in the vale (Sbephela : t. e. the low 
country of rhilistia) for abundance 
1 Kings X. 27, and 2 Chr. i. 15 ; ix. 27 ; 
also 1 Chr. xxvii. 28. See also the 
Mishna quoted in Eeland*s Palestine, 
pp. 806, 368. 

’ Luke xix. 4. 

* Van de Velde, i. 386 ; ii. 407. 

^ Luke XV. 10, Kfpdria, the same still 
gjlven in modem Greek to the fruit of the 


tree Kipard)via, which is the same as the 
Syrian or Egyptian ** Carob.” So the 
Syriac version renders it in this very 
passage, — * ‘ Charoba. ” 

* See the notes of modem commenta- 
tors on Matt. iii. 4. For the true food 
of the Baptist, and the true sceneg of his 
preaching, see Chapter Vll. 

Fs. i. 8. See Bitter, Jordan, p. 801. 
See Chapters X. and XI. 

® Eccles. xxiv. 14, xxxix. 13. The 
word in each case is But rhodo* 
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X. The geological stnicture of Palestine, as of Gi^ece, is 
almost entirely limestone. The few exceptions are in the 
Valley of the Jordan, which must be considered in 
its own place. This rocky character of the whole featmeof 
country has not been without its historical results. Palestme. 

1. Not only does the thirsty character of the whole East 
give a peculiar expression to any places where w^ater 
may be had, but the rocky soil preserves their 
identity, and the Wells of Palestine serve as the links by 
which each successive age is bound to the other, in a manner 
which at first sight would be thought almost incredible. The 
name by which they are called of itself indicates their perma- 
nent character. The “well” of the Hebrew and the Arab 
is carefully distinguished from the “spring.” The spring 
{ain) is the bright open source — the “ eye ” of the landscape 
such as bubbles up amongst the crags of Sinai, or rushes forth 
in a copious stream from En-gedi or from Jericho. But the 
well Xbeer) is the deep hole bored far under the rocky surface 
by the art of man — the earliest traces of tliat art which* these 
regions exliibit. By these orifices at the foot of the hills, 
surrounded by their broad margin of smooth stone or marble 
a rough mass of stone covering the top, have always been 
gathered whatever signs of animation or civilisation the neigh- 
bourhood afforded. They were the scenes of the earliest 
contentions of the shepherd-patriarchs with the inhabitants of 
the land; the places of meeting vith the women who came 
down to draw water from their rocky depths ; of Eliezer with 
Rebekah, of Jacob witli Rachel, of Moses with Zipporah, of 
Christ with the woman of Samaria. They were the natural 
halting-places of great caravans, or wayfaring men, as when 
Moses gathered together the people to the well of Moab, which 
the princes dug with their sceptered staves', and therefore the 
resort of the plunderers of the Desert — of “ the noise of archers 
in the places of drawing water*.” What they were ages ago in 
each of these respects they are still. The shepherds may still 
be seen leading their flocks of sheep and goats to their margin ; 
the women stiU come with their pitchers and talk to those 

dendron add rhododophon (as laurus rose Cyclop. Bose, JRodon* 

Jn French) have been often (and not * Numb.zzi. 16, 18. 
onnaturaUj) applied to the rose-like ^ Judges v. 11. 

Hovers of the oleander. (See Kitto, 

fi 2 
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who sit by ths well ; ” the traveller stiH looks forward to it as 
his resting-place for the night, if it be in a: place of safety ; 
if it be in the neighbourhood of the wilder Bedouins, is humed 
on by his dragoman or his escort without halting a moment; 
and thus, by their means, not only is the image of the ancient 
life of the country preserved, but the scenes of sacred events 
are identified, which under any other circumstances would 
have perished. The wells of Beersheba in the wide frontier- 
valley of Palestine are indisputable witnesses of the life of 
Abraham*. The well of Jacob, at Shechem, is a monument 
of the earliest and of the latest events of sacred history, of the 
caution of the prudent patriarch, no less than of the freedom of 
the Gospel there proclaimed by Christ *. 

at Next to the wells of Syria, the most authentic memorials 
Sepulchres. times are the Sepulchres, and partly for the 

same reason. 

The tdmbs of ancient Greece and Rome lined the public 
roads with funeral pillars or towers. Grassy graves and marble 
monuments fill the churchyards and churches of Christian 
Europe. But the sepulchres of Palestine were, like the habi- 
tations of its earliest inhabitants, hewn out of the living lime- 
stone rock, and therefore indestructible as the rock itself. In 
this respect they resembled, though on a smaller scale, the 
tombs of Upper Egypt; and as there the traveller of the 
nineteenth century is confronted *with the names and records of 
men who lived thousands of years ago, so also, in the exca- 
vations of the valleys which surround or approach Shiloh, 
Shechem, Bethel, and Jerusalem, he knows that he sees what 
were the last resting-places of the generations contemporary 
with Joshua, Samuel, and David. And the example of Egypt 
shows that the identification of these sepulchres even with 
their individual occupants is not so improbable as might be 
otherwise supposed. If the graves of Rameses and Osirei can 
still be ascertained, there is nothing improbable in the thought 
that the tombs of the patriarchs may have survived the lapse of 
twenty or thirty centuries. The rocky cave on Mount Hor 
mu^t be at least the spot believed by Josephus to mark the 
grave of Aaron. The tomb of Joseph must be near oneiof the 


> See Chapter I. Part iH. p. 09* 


* Seo Chapter V. 



two monttments pdinted out fts euch in thci opening of ihe yale 
Of Sheohein. The sepulchre which is called the tomb of Bachel 
exactly agrees with the spot described as a little way ” from 
Bethlehem ^ The tomb of David, which was known with 
certainty at the time of the Christian era, may perhaps still be 
found under the mosque which bears his name on the modem 
Zion*. Above all, the Cave of Machpelah is concealed, beyond 
all reasonable doubt, by the mosque at Hebron*. But with these 
exceptions, we must rest satisfied rather with tlie general than 
the particular interest of the tombs of Palestine. The proof of 
identity in each special instance depends almost entirely on the 
locality. Greek and Hebrew inscriptions have been found 
here and there in Jewish sepulchres, but (in this respect how 
unlike Egypt), not a single letter which can with certainty be 
referred to an ancient period ; and tradition is, in this class of 
monuments, found to be unusually fallacious. Although some 
of those which are described as genuine by Jewish authorities, 
can heither be rejected nor received with positive assurance, 
such as the alleged sepulchres of Deborah, Barak, Abinoam, 
Jael, and Heber, at Kedesh-Naphtali^; and of Phinehas, Elea* 
zar, and Joshua, in the eastern ranges of Shechem*; yet the 
passion of the Mussulman conquerors of Syria for erecting 
mosques over the tombs of celebrated saints (and such to them 
are all the heroes of tlie Old Testament) has created so many 
fictitious sepulchres, as to throw doubt on all. Such are the 
tombs of Seth and Noah, in the vale of the Lebanon ; of Moses, 
on the west of the Jordan, in direct contradiction to the Mosaic 
narrative; of Samuel, on the top of Neby-Samwil; of Sidon 
and Zebulun near Sidon and Tyre ; of Hosea, in Gilead ; of 
Jonah, thrice over, in Judaea, in Phoenicia, and at Nineveh. 

Even the most genuine sepulchres are received as such by 
the highest Mussulman authorities on grounds the most puerile. 
The mosque of Hebron is justly claimed by them as the sanc- 
tuary of the tomb of Abraham, but their reason for believing 
it is thus gravely stated in the ** Torch of Hearts,” a work 
written by the learned Ali, son of Jafer ar-Eayz, ‘‘ on the 
authenticity of the tombs of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” “ I 

* G^a. xxxr, 16. There is a cave • See Chapter I. Part iL p. 100. 

underaeath it. See Schwarz, p. 110. * Schwarz, 188. 

2 See Chapter XIV. * Ibid. 147, 160, 161. 
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rely,** he says, on the testimony of AbA Horgirah, who thiici 
expresses himself : — ^It was said by the Apostle of God; ^ When 
file angel Gabriel made me take ttie nocturnal flight to Jerusa* 
lem, we passed over the tomb of Abraham, and he said, Descend, 
and make a prayer with two genuflexions, for here is the 
sepulchre of thy father Abraham* Then we passed Bethlehem, 
and he said, Descend, for here was bom thy brother Jesus* 
Then we came to Jerusalem*.* *’ 

It may be well to notice the probable cause of this tmcer- 
tainty 9! Jewish, as contrasted with the certainty of Egyptian 
and, we might add, of European tradition on the subject of 
tombs. However strongly the reverence for sacred graves may 
have been developed in the Jews of later times, the ancient 
Israelites never seem to have entertained the same feeling of 
regard for the resting-places or the remains of their illustrious 
dead, as was carried to so high a pitch in the earlier Pagan and 
in the later Christian world. Let me bury my dead out of 
my sight** — ‘‘No man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this 
day*,** — express, if not the general feeling of the Jewish nation, 
at least the general spirit of the Old Testament. Every one 
knows the most signal instance in which this indifference was 
manifested. Somewhere, doubtless, near the walls of the old 
Jerusalem, or buried under its ruins, is the “new sepulchre 
hewn in the rock,** where “ the body of Jesus was laid,** but the 
precise spot, never indicated by the Evangelists, was probably 
unknown to the next generation, and will, in all lilcelihood, 
remain a matter of doubt always*. In this respect the contro- 
versy regarding the Holy Sepulchre is an illustration of a 
general fact in sacred topography. Modem pilgrims are troubled 
at the supposition that such a locality should have been lost. 
The Israelites and the early Christians would have been sur- 
prised if it had been preserved. 

8. But the tombs are only one class of a general peculiarity, 
resulting from the physical structure of Palestine. 

like all limestone formations, the hills of Palestine abound 
in caves. How great a part the caverns of Greece 
played in the history and mythology of that Country 

‘ llm Batnta, 116. ^ Qen. zziii. 4 ; Dent, xxziv. 6* ^ See Chapter XIY. 



is well known. In one respect> indeed, those of Palestine were 
never likely to have been of the same importance, because, not 
being stalactitic, they could not so forcibly suggest to the 
Ganaanite wanderers the images of sylvan deities, which the 
Grecian shepherds naturally found in the grottoes of in aneieiit 
Parnassus and Hymettus. But from other points of 
view we never lose sight of them. In these innumerable rents, 
and cavities, and holes, we see the origin of the sepulchres, 
which still, partly natural, and partly artificial, perforate the 
rocky walls of the Judaean valleys; the long line of tombs, of 
which I have just spoken, beginning with the cave of Mach- 
pelah and ending with the grave of Lazarus — ^which was “ a 
cave, and a stone lay upon it” — and *‘the sepulchre hewn in 
the rock, wherein never man before was laid.” We see in them 
the shelter of the people of the land, in the terrible visitations of 
old, as when “ Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the moun- 
tain, ... for he feared to dwell in Zoar, and dwelt in a *cave ; ” 
or as when “in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, they fled 
before the earthquake to the ‘ ravine ’ of the •mountains to the 
rocky fissures safer, even though themselves rent by like con- 
vulsions, than the habitations of man. “ Enter into the rock,” so 
wrote •Isaiah, probably in the expectation or the recollection of 
this very catastrophe, “ and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of His majesty. . . . They shall go into 
the holes of the rooks, and into the caves of the earth, and the 
‘ clefts of the cliffs,’ for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His 
majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth.” We see 
in them, also, the hiding-places which served sometimes for the 
defence of robbers and insurgents, sometimes for the refuge of 
those “ of whom the world was not worthy ; ” the prototype of 
the catacombs of the early Christians, of the caverns of the 
Vandois and the Covenanters. The cave of the five kings 
at Makkedah ; the “ caves and dens and strongholds ” and 

rocks ” and “ pits ” and “ holes,” in which the Israelites took 
shelter from the Midianites in the time of Gideon ^ from the 

> Gent xix, 30. Compare Caiman’s Safed to Tiberias where there were not 
account of the earthquake of Safed in people,” * Zech. xiv. 5. 

1837 (Kitto, Physic. Geogr. of Palestine, » Isa. ii. 10, 19, 21. 

157). “There was scarcely a cave from ^ Judges vi. 2, 
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Philistines in the time of Saul*; the cleft* of the cliff Etam, 
into which Samson went down to escape the vengeance of his 
enemies ; the caves* of David at AdnUam, and at Maon. and of 
Saul at En-gedi ; the cave in which Obadiah hid the prophets 
of the Lord*; the caves of the robber-hordes above the plain of 
Geimesareth*; the sepulchral caves of the Gadarene demoniacs*; 
the cave of Jotapata^ where Josephus and his countrymen con- 
cealed themselves in their last struggle, — continue from first to 
last what has truly been called the cave-life of the Israelite 
nation. The stream of their national existence, like the actual 
streams of the Grecian rivers, from time to time disappears 
£r6m the light of day, and runs under ground in these subter- 
raneous recesses, to burst forth again when the appointed 
moment arrives*; a striking type, as it is a remarkable instance, 
of the preservation of the spiritual life of the Chosen People, 
burning, but not consumed,” “ chastened, but not killed.” 

In older times, there is no proof that these ancient grottoes 
were used for worship, either Canaanitish or Israelite. The 
green trees,** the “ high places,” served alike for the altars of 
the Lord, and for those of Baal and Aslitaroth. The free and 
open sky for the one worship, the unrestricted sight of the sun 
and the host of heaven for the other, were alike alien to the 
sepulchral darkness of the holes and caverns of the rocks. The 
one instance of a cave dedicated to religious worship, before the 
fall of the Jewish nation, is that at the sources of the Jordan, 
consecrated by foreign settlers as a sanctuary of their own 
Grecian Pan*. But the moment that the religion of Palestine 
fell into the hands of Europeans, it is hardly too much to say 
that, as far as sacred traditions are concerned, it became “ a 
religion of caves ” — of those very caves which in earlier times 
had been unhallowed by any religious influence whatever. 
Wherever a sacred association had to be fixed, a cave Was 


1 XSam. xiii. 6 ; xir. 11. 

® Judge# XV. 8. So it should be ren- 
dered. The passage is interesting as 
Illustrating the peculiar character of 
some of the hiding-places — not what we 
should can caves — ^but holes sunk in the 
earth. ** B^old the Hebrews come forth 
ont of the holes where they had hid 
themselves.** See Chapter IV. 


^ 1 Sam. xxii. 1 ; xxiii. 25 ; xxiv. 3, 

* 1 Kings xviii. 4, 13 ; see Chapter IK. 

* Josephus, Boll. Jud. I. xvi. 2 — 4, 

6 Mark v. 3, 

* Josephus, Vita, 74, 75. 

^ See Hengstenberg on Psalit Ivii. X ; 
Ewald's Geschichte, vol. v. p. 25. ^ 

^ See Chapter Kl. 



- pjyb'jtoraB. ud 

iihmediately seilecied or found as its home. First in antiq[ulty 
is the grotto of Bethlehem, already in the second cen- 
tury regarded by popular belief as the scene of the modcini 
Nativity. Next comes the grotto on Mount Olivet, 
selected as the scene of our Lord’s last conversations before th© 
Ascension. These two caves, as Eusebius emphatically asserts, 
were the first seats of the worship established by the Empress 
Helena, to which was shortly afterwards added a third, the 
sacred cave of the Sepulchre. To these were rapidly added 
the cave of the Invention of the Cross, the cave of the An- 
nunciation at Nazareth, the cave of the Agony at Gethsemane, 
the cave of the Baptist in the “wilderness of St. John,” the 
cave of the shepherds of Bethlehem. And then again, partly 
perhaps the cause, partlj'^ the effect of this consecration of 
grottoes, began the caves of hermits. There was the cave of 
St. Pelagia on Mount Olivet, the cave of St. Jerome, St. Paula, 
and St. Eustochium at Bethlehem, the cave of St. Saba in the 
ravines of the Kedron, the remarkable cells hewn or found in 
the precipices of the Quarantania or Mount of the Temptation 
above Jericho. In some few instances this selection of grottoes 
would coincide with the events thus intended to be perpetuated, 
as for example the hiding-places of the prophets on Carmel, 
and the sepulchres of the patriarchs and of our Lord. But in 
most instances the choice is made without the sanction, in 
some instances in defiance, of the sacred narrative. No one 
would infer from the mention of the “ inn,” or “ house ” of the 
Nativity, or of the entrance of the Angel of the Annunciation 
to Mbxj, that those events took place in caves. The very fact 
that in the celebrated legend, it is a house, and not a grotto, 
which is transplanted to Loretto, is an indication of what would 
be the natural belief. All our common feelings are repugnant 
to the transference . of the scenes of the Agony and Ascension 
from the free and open sides of the mountain to the narrow 
seclusion of subterraneous excavations. It is possible, as we 
are often reminded, that the very fact of caverns being so 
frequently used for places of dwelling and resort in Palestine, 
would account for the absence of a more specific allusion to 
them; for grottoes are stables at Bethlehem still; and the lower 
stories bf houses at Nazareth are excavated in the rock. But 
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the more probable explanation is to be fotmd in the fact, that 
after the devastating storm of the Homan conquest had swept 
away the traces of sacred recollections in human habitations^ 
the inhabitants or pilgrims who came to seek them» would seek 
and find them in the most strongly marked featuree of the 
neighbourhood. These, as we have seen, would be the caves. 
Helena, by the consecration of two of the most remarkable, 
would set the example ; the practice of the hermits, already 
begun in the rock-hewn tombs of Egypt, would encourage the 
belief of this sanctity. And thus the imiversality of the con- 
nection between grottoes and sacred events, which in later 
times provokes suspicionj in early times would only render the 
minds of pilgrims more callous to the improbabilities of each 
particular instance.’ 

4. I have dwelt at length on the history of the caves, because 
Legendary it is the only instance of a close connection between 
curiositieB. history or the religion of Palestine, and any of its 
more special natural features. In some few cases, the local 
legends may be traced to similar peculiarities. 

(1.) The stones called “Elijah's melons," on Mount Carmel, 
and “ the Virgin Mary’s i)eas," near Bethlehem, are instances 
of crystallisation well known in limestone formations. They 
are so called, as being the supposed produce of those two plots 
turned into stone, from the refusjil of the owners to supply the 
wants of the prophet and the saint. Another celebrated 
example may be noticed in the petrified lentils of the workmen 
at the great Pyramid, as seen by Strabo at its base*, and as still 
visible at the present day. In Palestine the traces of these 
once well-known relics have now almost entirely disappeared*. 

(2.) Another peculiarity of the limestone rock has given birth 
to the legendary scene of the destruction of Sennacherib’s 
army. Two pits w’^ere formerly pointed out near Bethlehem as 
tlie grave of the Assyrian host. One still remains. It is an 

\ See Chapter XIV. supposed to he the relics of the general 

^ Strabo, xvii. These petrified lentils petrifaction of lentils which had supported 
were probably the same as the petiified Pharaoh at the tune of the Bxodus. 
fhiits said to have been in the possession WeiPs Legends, p. 121, 122. 
of Omar Ibn Abd al-Aziz, Caliph of ® Clarke, v, 182, ** Thos« Sa Mount 

Egypt, in the 99th year of the Hejira. Carmel were carried off by Bjezzar Pasha 
In this version of the story, they were for cannon balls,” Clarke, iy, 117* 
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irregulap opening in the rocky ground, exactly similar to thos^ 
which may be seen by hundreds, in the wild limestone district 
called the Karst, above Trieste. The real scene of the event 
is probably elsewhere*. 

(3.) The limestone, which is usually white or gray, is occa- 
sionally streaked with red. It is in these reddish veins that 
the pilgrims fancied they saw the marks of the drops of blood 
in the so-called Scala Santa ; or on the rock near Jerusalem, 
of late years pointed out as the scene of the martyrdom of 
Stephen. 

(4.) The black and white stones, usually called volcanic,, 
found along the shores of the sea of Galilee, have been trans- 
formed by Jewish fancy into the traces of the tears of Jacob in 
search of Joseph*. 

(6.) It is not of the nature of limestone rocks to assume 
fantastic forms, and in this respect the contrast between the 
legends of Palestine and Sinai is most apparent. Some few 
however there ai'e ; their very slightness indicating that they 
have not been the occasion, but only the handles of the stories 
appended to them. The cavity of the footmark on Mount 
Olivet ; the supposed entombment of Adam's skull, in Gol- 
gotha; the sinuous mark of the Virgin’s girdle by Gethse- 
mane; the petrifaction of the ass at Bethany*; the impression 
of Elijah's form on the rocky bank by the roadside, near the. 
convent of Mar Elias, between Bethlehem and Jerusalem^, are 
perhaps the only objects in which the form of the rocks can be 
supposed to have suggested the legends. But another place 
will occur for speaking of these more particularly*. 

It is w^oiih while to enumerate these instances, trifling as 
they are, in order to illustrate the slightness of foundation 
which the natural features of Palestine afford, for the mytho- 
logy almost inevitably springing out of so long a series of 
remarkable events. And this is in fact the final conclusion 
which is to be drawn from the character, or rather want of 
character, presented by the general scenery. If the first feeling 
be disappointment, yet the second may well be thankfulness* 

* See Chapter IV. 

« See Sandys, p. 191. Van Bgmont, 

364. 


* See Chapter III. 

* See Qoaresmins, vol. ii. ; vi, 8. 

* See Chapter XIV. 
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There is little in these hills and valleys on which the ima- 
gination can fasten. Whilst the great seats of Greek and 
Eoman- religion, at Delphi and Lebadea, by the lakes of Alba 
•and of Aricia, strike even the indifferent traveller as deeply 
impressive ; Shiloh and Bethel on the otlier hand, so long the 
sanctuaries and oracles of God, almost escape the notice even 
^f the zealous antiquarian in the maze of undistinguished hills 
which encompass them. The first view of Olivet impresses us 
<5hiefly by its bare matter-of-fact appearance ; the first approach 
to the hUls of Judaea reminds the English traveller not of the 
most but of the least striking portions of the mountains of his 
own country. Yet all this renders the Holy Land the fitting 
cradle of a religion which expressed itself not through the 
voices of rustling forests, or the clefts of mysterious preci- 
pices, but through the souls and hearts of men ; which was 
•destined to have no home on earth, least of all in its own birth- 
place ; which has attained its full dimensions only in propor- 
tion as it has travelled further from its original source, to the 
daily life and homes of nations as far removed from Palestine in 
thought and feeling, as they are in climate and latitude ; which 
alone of all religions, claims to be founded not on fancy or 
feeling, but on Fact and Truth. 



CHAPTER in. 


JUDiEA AND JERtrSALBM. 

Gf^n. xlix* 9, 11, 12. Judah is a lion*8 whelp : from the prey, my son, 
thou art gone up : he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old 
lion ; who shall rouse him up ? — ^Binding his foal unto the vine, and his 
ass's colt unto the choice vine ; he washed his garments in wine, and hia 
clothes in the blood of grapes : his eyes shall be red with wine, and his 
teetli white with milk.’* • 

* Psalm Ixxvi. 2. “In Salem is his * covert,’ and his ‘ lair’ in Zion.” 


Jusjia: — I, The “south” frontier — Simeon. — TI. Mountain country of 
Judah — Lion of Judah — Vineyards — Fenced cities — BBTHLEBBac— 
Capital cities — H ebron — G ardens of Solomon — J kbusalbm. 

Jbbusaleu : — I. Exterior aspect. 1. Long obscurity — Jebus — ^Mountaui 
fastness. 2. Bavines of Kedron and Hinnom. 3. Compactness. 
4. Surrounding mountains. 5. Central situation. — II, Interior aspect. 
1, Hills of the city. 2. Temple-mount — Rock of the Sakrah — Spring, 
3. 'Walls — Palaces — ^Ruins — Earthquake.?. — III. Mount of Olives— 
Slight connection with the earlier history — Presence of Christ — ^Bethany 
—Scene of Triumphal entry — ^Conclmsion, 



SKETCH-MAP OP THE SITUATION OF JERUSALEM. 



• Scene of the Lamentation over Jerusalem (p. 193). 


NoTE.—The certain sites are in hlack, the uncertain in rod. 
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The southern frontier of Palestine almost imperceptibly 
loses itself in the desert of Sinai. It is sometimes 
called the land of “ Goshen*,” or the ‘‘ frontier,” doubt- 
less from the same reason as the more famous tract ‘^South’* 
betwdfen the cultivated Egypt and the Arabian desert, 
in which the Israelites dwelt before the Exodus. But it is more 
commonly known as “the south,” “the south country.” 
Abraham “ went up out of Egypt into the south ; ” “ he went 
on his journeys from the south even unto Bethel ; ” “ Isaac dwelt 
in the south country'" Here, in the wide pastures between the 
hills and the actual Desert, tiie Patriarchs fed their flocks; 
here were the wells, — the first regular wells that are met by 
the traveller as he emerges from the wilderness — Moladah, 
Lahai-Boi, and, above all, Beersheba*. The exact limits of 
this “southern frontier” are, of course, difficult to be deter- 
mined. Its main sweep, however, was through the vast undu- 
lating plain which contains the greater part of these wells^ 
immediately under the hills of Judsea, now known as the 
W^idy Kibdb, probably what in former times was called the 
“ valley,” i. e. the ‘ torrent-bed ’ or Wady* of Gerar. After 
the Patriarchal times, it has but few recollections. It was 
indeed the first approach of the Israelites to their promised 
home, when the spies ascended from Kadesh “ by the south\” 

' Josb* ac. 41 ; xi. 16. Stewart (214). xv. 5 ; 1 Chr. iv, 39 (LXX **Gerai^* for 

* IlobiiiBon (i. 300) describes two, “ Gedor'*), See Chapter I. Part ii. p. 99. 

Van de Vdde (ii. 136) five wells. For Gerar, see Stewart* Tent and Khan* 

* (Sbn. xxvi. 17, 19, “Nachal*’ (see p. 192. 

Appendix), Numb. xiv. 25 ; 1 Sam. * Numb. xiii. 22. 
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but uot that by which they finally ent^d* It Was theu still „ 
what it had been in the days of Abraham— a nomadic country," 
though with less illustrious sheykhs ; ” the Amalekites dwelt 
in the land of the ‘south,’* and after the occupation of Canaan 
by Joshua, ‘‘the children of the Kenite, Moses’ father-in-law,” 
with a true Bedouin instinct, “ went up *into the wilderness of 
Judah, which lieth in the south of Arad,” and between them 
the country was shared^ And the latest notices of this region 
agree with the earliest. The Amalekites of the Desert were 
still there, in the reign of Saul, with the Kenites amongst them, 
“with their sheep, and oxen, and * lambs ; ” and again, in the 
close of his reign, they broke in once more upon the country 
from which he had driven them, upon “the south of the 
Cherethites and the south of Caleb, and burned Ziklag with 
^fire.” So little were the inhabitants of the “ south ” distinguish- 
able from the Arab tribes of the wilderness, that David was 
able to represent his plunder of “ sheep, oxen, asses, and 
camels ” equally as the property of either*. Nabal, who dwelt 
on the southern Carmel, was a borderer on the “wilderness 
his riches were his “three thousand sheep and a thousand 
goats ; ” his fear, in that dry® region, was as much for his 
“water” as for his“bread^” Most of the habitable places 
in these parts were called Hazer; ” that is, they were merely 
the unwalled villages of Bedouins. The names of some indicate 
that they were stations of pas^ge, like those which now are 
to be seen on the groat line of Indian transit between Cairo 
and Suez. In “ Beth-marcaboth,”- the ‘ house of chariots,’ and 
“ Hazar-susim,” the ‘ village of horses,’ we recognise the 
depots and stations for the “ horses ” and “ chariots ” such 
as those which in Solomon’s time went to and fro between 
Egypt and Palestine®. 

To Simeon, the fierce and lawless tribe, the dry “ south ” was 
given, for “ out of the portion of Judah was the inherit- 
Simeon. children of Simeon ; for the part of the 

children of J udah was too much for them ; therefore the children 

l^ainb. xiii. 29 ; xiv. 25. ^ « Neffebfthe Hebrew word for “South” 

• Judges i. 16. Ooxupare Eiuab, is detiyed frojn a root siguifyisg dry.” 
Josh. 22 ; also, »for Arad, see Numb. See Oesenius ntb voce, - 

xxl 1 ; Josh, xii. 14. ’1 Sam. sxv. 2, 11. 

® 1 Sam. XV. 6, 9. • Josh. xix. 5 ; 1 Kings x. 28. Com- 

^ 1 Sam. XXX. 14. pare Chapter I. Part ii. p. 64. 

1 Sam. xxvii. 8 — ^10. 
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ofSinieoE had their mhientanee withhi th# iiiheritanc^ of them'/’ 
la prophecy of Jacob he is ** divided and scattered; ” in 
that of Moses he is omitted altogeiher’u Amongst these 
Bedouin villages his lot was cast ; ^and as time rolled on, the 
tribe gradually crossed the imperceptible boundary between 
civilisation and barbarism, between Palestine and the Desert, 
and, in “ tlie days of Hezekiah,” they wandered forth to the 
oast to seek pasture for their flocks, and “ smote the tents ** 
of the pastoral tribes who “had dwelt there of old;” and 
roved along across the ’Arabah till they arrived at the “ Mount 
Seir” — the range of Petra — and “ smote the rest of the 
Amaleldtes, and dwelt there unto this day®.” 

% In the midst of this wild frontier, ruins still appear on the 
rising, grounds as if of ancient cities ; such as may have been 
*Arad, the .abode of the southernmost Canaanite king ; and 
' Kiqaith - sannah, so called, doubtless, from its palm-trees; 
' though nlso known by the appellation of Debir, or Kiijath- 
sepherj “the city of the Oracle,” or tlie, “Book.” It was 
in the capture of this fortress that Othniel performed the feat 
of arms which won for him the daughter of Calebs But 
the Speech of Achsah to her father was the best reason for 
the slight notice of this Desert tract in later times, and is the 
best introduction to the real territory of Judah, on which we 
are now to enter — “ Give me a blessing, for thou hast given 
me a south land; give me also springs of water'" The wells 
of Beersheba were enough for the Patriarchs, the Amalekites, 
and the Kenites, but they were not enough for the daughter of 
Judah* and the house of the mighty Caleb. 

II, The “ hill country,” — “ the mountain country,” as it is 
called, of “Judah” in earlier, of “Judsea” in later ^fountain 
times — is the part of Palestine which best exemplifies country oi 
its characteristic scenery ; the rounded hills, the 
broad valleys, the scanty vegetation, the villages or fortresses, 
sometimes standing, more frequently in ruins, on The Lion 
the bill tops ; the wells in every valley, the vestiges, 
of terraces, whether for corn or wine. Here, in this wide valley 
tract— -the largest* of the territorial divisions of the country — the 

1 JTo^na xix. 9. sword, take vengeance on the strangem.*' 

< Judith is said to he of the tribe of (Judith ix. 2). 

Simeon, and preserves the fierce character * 1 Chron. iv. 89—43. 

of her ancestors ; — “ 0 Lord God of my ^ Jos. xv, 15 — 17, 49 ; Jud, L 11—18. 

father dimeon, to whom Thou gavest a * Robinson's (Later Res. 160). 
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**Lion of Jtulrth” entrenched himself, to guard the southern 
frontier of the ChoseA Land, with Simeon, Dan, and Benjamin 
nestled around him. Well might he be so named in this wild 
country, more than half a wuldemess, the lair of the savage 
beasts*, of which the traces gradually disappear as we^advance 
into the interior. Fixed there, and never dislodged except by 
the ruin of the whole nation, “he stooped down, he couched as 
a lion, and as an old lion — who shall rouse him up? Through- 
out the troubled period of the Judges, from Othniel to Samson, 
Judah dwelt undisturbed within those moimtain fastnesses. 


In these gray hills, and in their spacious caverns, David hid 
himself when he fled to the mountains like one of their own 
native partridges, and, with his band of freebooters, maintained 
himself against the whole force of his enemy. The tribes of 
the east and of the north were swept away by the Assyrian 
kings, (Jalilee and Samaria fell before the Roman conquerors, 
whilst Judah still remained erect; the last, because the most 
impregnable, of the tribes of Israel. 

On these mountain tops were gathered all the cities and 
Fenced villages of Judah and Benjamin; in this respect con- 

cities of trusted, as we shall see, with the situation of the 

Judah. towns of the more northern tribes. The i)osition 
of each is so like the other, that it is difficult to distinguish 
them when seen ; useless to characterise them in description. 
Hence, although when the names are preserved their identifi- 
cation is certain, when the name is lost, as in the case of 
Modin*, we must be satisfied with the selection of any one of 
the many heights which, according to the description of the 
Herodion ' Maccabees, can be seen from the 

sea*. Two eminences stand out from the rest, marked 
by their peculiar conformation. One is the square-shaped 


1 The “lions” of Scripture occur 
usually in or near those mountains — for 
example that of Samson, and that of the 
Prophet of Bethel, aud “ the Hon and the 
bear” of David’s shepherd-youth. Com- 
pare, too, the fr^uency of names derived 
from wild beasts in those parts — “Shual” 
Shaalbim ” (foxes and jackals), Josh. 
XV. 23 ; xix. d, 42 ; Judg. i. 35 ; compare 
idso Judg. XV. 4 : “ Lebaoth” (lionesses), 


Jos. XV. 32 ; xix. 6 ; the Ravine of Hyenas 
(Zeboim), 1 Sam. xvii. 18; Valley of Stags 
(Ajalon), Judg. i. 35 ; Josh. xix. 42. The 
only wild animal that we saw was a hyena 
on the southern Carmel. 

2 1 Macc, xiii. 25 — 30. 

* Such a point may be found on any 
of the hills westward of the f>late.au of 
Jerusalem. Schwarz (p. 90) fives on one 
of the name of Midan, nem* ICustul. 
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mountain east of Bethlehem; known by the name of ** the 
Frank Mountain,” from the baseless but not unnatural story 
that it was tlie last refuge of the Crusaders ; in fact, connected 
with the Jewish history only as tlie fortress and burial place of 
Herod the Great. The other, which will be best noticed in its 
connection with the shores of the Dead Sea, is the 
towering pinnacle known by the name of Masada', or ^*®^‘^** 

** the Fortress,” and used as such from the eaidiest to the 
latest times. 

But amidst this host of “fenced cities of Judah,” one may be 
specially selected, not onlj’' on account of its surpassing interest, 
but because its very claim to notice is founded on the fact that 
it was but the ordinary type of a Judaean village, not distin- 
guished by size or situation from any amongst “ the thousands 
of Judah*.” All the characteristics of BETiiLEirEiyr bexh- 
are essentially of this nature. Its confined position on i-bheji. 
the narrow ridge of the long gray hill would leave “ no room” 
for the crowded travellers to find shelter. Its elevation would 
naturally lead the early Christians to connect it with the words of 
Isaiah, “ He shall dwell on high, in a lofty cave of the strong 
rock*.” Its southern situation made it always a resting-place, 
probably the first halting-place from Jerusalem, on the way to 
Egypt. “ By Bethlehem ” in ancient times * was the caravanserai 
or khan of Chimham, son of Barzillai, for those who would “ go 
to enter into Egypt ;” and from Bethlehem, it may be, from 
that same caravanserai, Joseph “arose and took the young 
child and his mother and departed into Egypt*.” The 
familiar well appears close by the gate, for whose water David 
longed. Eastward extend the wild hills, where the flocks and 
herds of David, and of Amos, and of “the shepherds abiding 
with their flocks by night,” may have wandered. Amongst 
these hills is the long succession of rocky vaults, probably the 
“ cave of Adullam,” to which David retired, in the neighbour- 
liood of his ancient home*. Below lie the corn-fields, the scene 
of Ruth’s adventures, from which it derives its name, the 
“ house of bread.” Along its slopes may be traced the vine- 
3’ards of Judah, here kept up with greater energy because its 
inhabitants are Christian. 

1 See Chapter VII. * Jerem. xli. 17. Oomp. 2 Sam. xix. 37. 

* liiUcah V. 2. ^ Matt. ii. 14. See Chapter XIV. 

* Ila. xxxiii. 16. (Sec Chapter XIV. * 1 Sam. xxii. 2. Bcnar, Land of Pro* 

P..441L mise, p. 246. 

»r 2 
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The mention of this last feature introduces us to another pecu- 
_ - liarity of Judsea. Here, more than elsewhere in Pales- 

tine, are to be seen on the sides of the hills, the vine- 
yards, marked by their watch-towers and walls seated on their 
ancient terraces — the earliest and latest symbol of Judah. The 
elevation of the hills and table-lands of J udah is the true climate 
of the vine*. He “ bound his foal to the vine, and his ass’s colt 
unto the choice vine ; he washed his garments in wine, and his 
clothes in the blood of grapes*.” It was from the Judaean valley 
of Eshcol, “the torrent of the cluster,” that the spies cut down 
the gigantic cluster of grapes*. “A vineyard on ‘a hill of 
olives,’ ” with the “fence,” and “ the stones gathered out,” and 
“ the tower in the midst of it,” is the natural figure which, both 
in the prophetical and evangelical records^ represents the king- 
dom of Judah. The “vine” was the emblem of the nation on 
the coiils of the Maccabees, and in the colossal cluster of golden 
grapes which overhung the porch of the second Temple; and 
the grapes of Judah still mark the tombstones of the Hebrew 
race in the oldest of their European cemeteries, at Prague. 

The vineyards and the green strips of vegetation, wliich 
thus break the gray surface of the hills, are so many threads 
to guide us to the chief centres of history. Hebron, 
according to Hie Jewish tradition, was the primeval 
IIebeok. earliest seat 

of civilised life, not only of Judah, but of Palestine. Its 
very name indicates “community ” or “society.” It was 
the ancient city of Ephron the Hittite, in whose “ gate ” 
he and the elders received the offer of Abraham*, when as 
yet no other fixed habitation of man was known in Central 
Palestine. It was the first home of Abraham and the 
Patriarchs ; their one permanent resting-place when they were 
gradually exchanging the pastoral for the agricultural life*. 
In its neighbourhood can be traced, by a continuous tra- 
dition, the site of the venerable tree under which Abraham 
pitched his tent, and of the double cavern in which he 
his family were deposited, and perhaps still remain. li 
was the city of Arba, the old Canaanite chief, with threo 
giant sons’, under whose walls the trembling spies stole 

^ Ocwmos, i. 126 — 126; xxi. 88. See Chapter XIIL 

Hitter, iii. p« 220, * Qen. xxiiL 10. 

Cen. xliz. 11. ’Nuinh. xi!!. 28, 24. * Qen xxxv, 27 ; xxxyii. 14. 

« ▼. 1 (‘‘a very fimittel hiir ia * Josh.xr. 18 ; xxi. 11 ; Nnmb. x5it * 

.ittnehiBx bom the son of : Matt. 22, 83. 
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through the land by the^ adjacent valley of EshcoL Here 
Caleb chose his pox’tion, when, at the head of his valiant tribe, 
he drove out the old inhabitants, and called the whole sm*- 
rounding territory after his own name ' ; and here, under 
David, and at a later period under Absalom, the tribe of Judaiz 
always rallied when it asserted its independent existence 
against the rest of the Israelite nation®. It * needs but few 
words to give the secret of tliis early selection, of this long 
continuance, of the metropolitan city of Judah. Every traveller 
from the Desert will have been struck by the sight of that 
pleasant vale, with its orchards and vineyards, and number- 
less wells, and in earlier times we must add the grove of 
terebinths or oaks, which then attracted from far the eye of 
the wandering tribes. This fertility was in part owing to its 
elevation into the cooler and the more watered region above tlie 
dry and withered valleys of the rest of Judaia®* Commanding 
this fertile valley, rose Hebron on its crested hill. Beneath 
\^as the burial-place of the founders of their race. Caleb must 
have seen the spot, afterwards his own, when with the spies ho 
passed through this very valley. A few miles south of it lies 
the deep green glen, marked by the upper and the lower 
** bnbblings of the sirring which Achsah claimed from Caleb 
as her^ j)ortion. When David returned from the chase of the 
Amalekite plunderers on the Desert frontier, and doubted “to 
which of the cities of Judah he should go up^^ from the wilder- 
ness, the natural features of the place, as well as the oracle of 
God, answered clearly and distinctly “Unto Hebron.”* 

If Hebron and Bethlehem are the special memorials of 
David, there is cue spot between the two, which 
calls to mind in a lively form the works of the and Pool* 
peaceful reigu wJiich succeeded. In tlie long green 
vale of Urtfis, unusually green amongst the rocky knolls of 
Judfiea, Solomon “planted him vineyards and made him 
gardens and a ‘ paradise,* and planted trees in them of all 
kinds of fruits, and made liim reservoirs of water to water 
therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees^.” From these 
gardens came, in part at least, the imagery of the Canticles ; 
and in these, probably more than anywhere else, the wise king 

^ 1 Sam XXX. 14. “Upon the South See Lectures on the History of the . 

of Caleb.” Stewart (235) conjectures an Jewish Church, 262, and Sermons in the 
ancient tombon the W. of Hebron to behis. East, 167. 

3 2 ^m. ii. 11 ; xv. 9, 10. * 2 Sam. ii. 1. 

I Chapter I. Part ii. • Eccl. ii. 4 — 6. 
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cultivated his knowledge of trees from the transplanted cedar 
to the native hyssop. The great reservoirs still remain ; and 
the huge square hill in its neighbourhood, by Europeans called 
“ the Frank Mountain is known to the Arabs only as the 

Jebel el-Fureidis*.” the ‘‘Mountain of the Little Paradise/* 
evidently from its vicinity to the gardens of the Wady Urtas, 
which in the lament of Solomon are expressly called by this 
revy name. 

III. But David’s early predilections could not restrain* him 
to Hebron; still less could Solomon’s passing fancy make a 
new capital, as did that of the kings of northern* Palestine, out 
of a palace of pleasure. 

Far removed in outward appearance from these, and in some 
Jercsa- respects from all the cities of JudsDa, was the metro- 
LEii. polis of Judah — of the Jewish monarchy — of Palestine 
— in one sense, of the whole world — Jerusalem. It will be 
convenient first to give its general aspect expressed as nearly 
as possible in words written from the spot. 

The first sight ^ of J erusaleiu as seen from the south, the first 
moment when from the ridge of hills which divide the 
Kxterior valley of Rephaim from the valley of Bethlehem one 
sees the white line crowning the horizon, and knows that 
it is Jerusalem — is a moment never to be forgotten. But there 
is nothing in the view itself to excite your feelings. IsTor is there 
even when the Mount of Olives heaves in sight, nor when “the 
horses’ hoofs ring on the stones of the streets of Jerusalem.” Nor 
is there in the surrounding outline of hills on the distant horizon. 
Nebi-Samuel is indeed a high and distinguished point, and Hamah and 
Gibeah both stand out, but they and all the rest in some degree 
partake of that featureless character which belongs to all the hills 
of Judeea. 

In one respect no one need quarrel with this first aspect of Jeru- 
salem. So far as localities have any concern with religion, it is well 
to feel that Christianity, even in its first origin, was nurtured in no 
romantic scenery; that the discourses in the walks to and from 
Bethany, and in earlier times the Psalms and Prophecies of David 
and Isaiah, were not as in Greece the offspring of oracular cliffs and 
grottos, but the simple outpouring of souls which thought of nothing 

* See Chapter I. Part 5i. (Jer, vi. 1) as a well-known beacon- , 

* See KitWa Land of Promise, p. 28. station in Judaea. **Set np a sign of 
!the dame slightly confirms the supposi- fire in Beth hac-cerem.'* — For ftie name 
lion that for the same reason it may in Fureidis, see Appendix in voce Pardet. 
earlier times have borne the name of * See Chapter V. 

^*Beth hao-oerem,** the ** house of the * Chapter 1. Part ii. p. 103. 

vineyard,” which Is once mentioned 
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but God and man. It ia not, however, inconsistent with this view to 
add, that though not romantic — though at first sight bare and prosaic 
in the extreme— there does at last grow up about Jerusalem a beauty 
as poetical as that which hangs over Athens and Borne. First, it is 
in the highest degree venerable. Modern houses it is true there are, 
the interiors of the streets are modern ; the old city itself (and I felt 
a constant satisfaction in the thought) lies buried twenty, thirty, 
forty feet below these WTetched shops and receptacles for Anglo- 
Oriental conveniences. But still, as you look at it from any com- 
manding point, within or without the walls, you are struck by the 
gray ruinous masses of which it is made up ; it is the ruin, in fact, of 
the old Jerusalem on wdiich you look, — ^the stones, the columns — ^the 
very soil on which you tread is the accumulation of nearly three 
thousand years. And as with the city, so it is with the view of the 
country round it. There is, as I have said, no beauty of form or 
outline, but there is nothing to disturb the thought of the hoary age 
of those ancient hills ; and tho interest of the past, even to the 
hardest mind, will in spite of themselves invest them with a glory of 
their own 

The view of the Moab mountains is constantly intermingled 
'vfritli the views of Jerusalem itself. From almost every point, 
there was visible that long purple wall, rising out of its unfathom- 
able depths, to us even more interesting than to the old Jebusites 
or Israelites. They knew tho tribes who lived there; they had 
once dwelt there themselves. But to the inhabitants of modern 
Jerusalem, of whom comparatively few have ever visited tho ether 
side of the Jordan, it is tho end of the world ; and to them, to 
us, these mountains have almost the effect of a distant view of the 
sea ; the liues constantly^ changing, this or that precipitous rock 
coming out clear in the morning or evening shade — there, tho form 
of what may possibly be Pisgah, dimly shadowed out by surrounding 
valleys — here the point of Kcrak, the capital of Moab and fortress 
of the Crusaders — and then at times all wrapt in deep haze, tho 
mountains overhanging the valley of tho shadow of death, and all 
the more striking from their contrast with the gray or green colours 
of the hills and streets and walls through which you catch the 
glimpse of them. Next, there are tho ravines of the city. This is 
its great charm. The Dean of St. PauFs once observed to me that 
he thought Luxembourg must be like Jerusalem in situation. And 
so to a certain extent it is. I do not mean that the ravines of 
Jerusalem are so deep and abrupt as those of Luxembourg, but 
there is the same contrast between the baldness of the level 
approach, the walls of the city appearing on the edge of the table- 
land, and then the two great ravines of Hinnom and Jehoshajhat 
opening between you and the city ; and again tho two lesser ravines, 
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rival claimants to th0 name of Tyropoeon, intersecting tlie city itself. 
In this respect I never saw a town so sitnated, for here it is not 
merely the fortress, but the city, which is thus surrounded and 
entangled with natural fosses ; and this when seen from the walls 
especially from the walls on the northern side, and when combiner 
with the light and shade of evening, gives the whole place a variety 
of colour and of level fully sufficient to relieve the monotony which 
else it would share with other eastern cities. And, thirdly, it must 
be remembered that there is one approach which is really grand, 
namely, from Jericho and Bethany. It is the approach by which 
the army of Pompey advanced, — the first European army that ever 
confronted it, — and it is the approach of the Triumphal Entry of 
the Gospels. Probably the first impression of every one coming from 
the north, the west, and the south, may be summed up in the simple 
expression used by one of the modern travellers, — “ I am strangely 
affected, but greatly disappointed.” But no human being could be 
disappointed who first saw Jerusalem from the east *. The beauty 
consists in this, that you then burst at onco on the two great 
ravines wjiich cut the city off from the surrounding table-land, and 
that then only you have a complete view of the Mosque of Omar. 
The other buildings of Jerusalem which emerge from the mass of gray 
ruin and white stones are few, and for the most part unattractive. 
The white mass of the Armenian convent on the south, and the dome 
of the Mosque of David — the Castle, with Herod’s tower on the 
south-west corner — the two domes, black and white, which surmount 
the Holy Sepulchre and the Basilica of Constantine — the green corn- 
field which covers the ruins of the Palace of the Knights of St. John 
— the long yellow mass of the Latin convent at the nofth-west cornet 
and the gray tower of the Mosque of the Dervishes on the traditional 
site of the palace of Herod Antipas, in the north-east corner — these 
are the only objects which break from various points the sloping or 
level lines of the city of the Crusaders and Saracens. But none of 
these is enough to elevate its character. What, however, these fail to 
effect, is in one instant effected by a glance at the Mosque of Omar. 
Prom whatever point that graceful dome with its beautiful precinct 
emerges to view, it at once dignifies the whole city. And when from 
Olivet, or from the Governor’s house, or from the north-east wall, 
you see the platform on which it stands, it is a scene hardly to be 
surpassed. A dome graceful as that of St. Peter’s, though of course 
on a far smaller scale, rising from an elaborately finished circular 
edifice — this edifice raised on a square marble platform rising on the 

} It ia this which causes Lieutenant valley, approached it first, as probably 
Lyndli's surprise at the magnificence of no other modern traveller has, the 
his first view. He, coming up from bis east, 
adventurous expe^tion in the Jordan 
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highest ridge of a green slope, which descends from it north, south, 
tmd east to the walls surrounding the whole enclosure~-*platforin and 
enclosure diversified by lesser domes and fountains, by cypresses, and 
olives, and planes, and palms — the wdiole as secluded and quiet as the 
interior of some college or cathedral garden, only enlivened by the 
white figures of veiled women stealing like ghosts up and down the 
green slope, or by the turbaned heads bowed low in the various niches 
for prayer — this is the Mosque of Omar ; the Haram es-Sherif, “ the 
noblo sanctuary,” the second most sacred spot in the Mahometan 
world, — that is the next after Mecca; the second most beautiful 

mosque, — that is the next after Cordova I for one felt 

almost disposed to console myself for the exclusion by the additional 
interest which the sight derives from the knowledge tliat no European 
foot, except by stealth or favour, had ever trodden within these pre- 
cincts since the Crusaders were driven out, and that their deep 
seclusion was as real as it appeared. It needed no sight of the 
daggers of the black Dervishes who stand at the gates, to tell you 
that the Mosque was undisturbed and inviolably sacred. 

/I. This is, in its niaiii points, the modem aspect of the Holy 
City. Let us take these features in detail, and draw fx*om 
them whatever light they throw on its long history. 

1. It is one of the peculiarities of Jerusalem, that it became 
the capital late in the career of the nation. Rome, 

Athens, Egyptian Thebes ; tlie other ancient centres obscurity, 
of national life in Palestine itself, Hebron, Bethel, Shechem ; 
extend back to the earliest periods of their respective history. 
But in those times Jerusalem was still an unlmown and heathen 
fortress in the midst of the land. There is something almost 
affecting in the thought, how many of those earlier events took 
place around it ; how often Joshua, and Deborah, and Samuel, 
and Saul, and David, must have passed and repassed the hills, 
and gazed on the towers of the city, unconscious of. the fate 
reserved for her in aU subsequent time ; how, as we shall see 
afterwards, the very worship of the Chosen Peoide was for 
many years conducted within sight of their future sanctuary ; 
as if drawn towards it by an irresistible impulse, yet withheld 
from entering its walls*. “ Thy birth and thy nativity,” such 
is the language of the bitter retrospect of Ezekiel, ‘‘ is of the 

^ See the remarks which follow in this Chapter on the Sanotuaxy of Nob^ and id 
Chapter IV. on the Sanctuary of Gtibeon. 
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land of Canaan ; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother 
a Hittite ; and as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast bom 
. . • . thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. None 
eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compas- 
sion upon thee : but thou wast cast out in the open field, to 
the loathing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born*.” 

Yet the same circumstance, which afterwards contributed to 
the eminence of Jerusalem, in some degree accounts for its 
long previous obscurity. It was the only exception, so far as 
we know, to the rule, otherwise miiversal, that the aboriginal 
inhabitants of Palestine lingered not in the hills, but in the 
plains. After every other part of the mountains of Ephraim 
and Judah had been cleared of its Canaanite population, Jebus 
still remained in the hands of the ancient tribe which 
Jbbvs. probably took its name from the dry rock on which 
their fprtress stood. And the causes, which for so many 
centuries preserved this remnant of the earl}’’ inhabitants of 
the country, were in great part the same as those which made 
it both the first object of David’s conquest when he found him- 
self seated on the throne at Hebron, and the capital of his 
kingdom for all future generations. 

The situation of Jerusalem is in several respects singular 
amongst the cities of Palestine. Its elevation* is remarkable, 
occasioned, not from its being on the summit of one of the 
numerous hills of Judoca, like inost of the towns and villages, 
but because it is on the edge of one of the highest table-lands 
of the country*. Hebron, indeed, is higher still, by some 
hundred feet : and from the south, accordingly, the approach 
Mountain Jerusalem is by a slight descent. But from 
Fastness, every other side, the ascent is perpetual ; and, to the 
traveller approaching Jerusalem from the w’est or east, it must 
always have presented the appearance, beyond any other 
capital of the then known world — we may add, beyond any 
important city that has ever existed on the earth — of a moun- 
tain city ; breathing, as compared with the sultry plains of the 


* Ezek. xvi. 3, 4, 5. liar aspect of its geographical position at 

^ This is given with great liveliness greater length after the excelleilt account 
and force by Eauwulf, 271. of it in Eobinson's Kesearches, vol. L pp. 

^ It ia needless to describe this pecu- 830 — 883. 
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Jordan or of the coast, a mountain air ; enthroned, as compared 
with Jericho or Damascus, Gaza or Tyre, on a mountain 
fastness. In this respect, it concentrated in itself the character 
of the whole country of which it was to be the capital — tlie 
“ mountain throne,*' the “ momitaiii sanctuary,** of God. 
** The ‘ mount ’ of God is as the ^ mount ’ of Bashan ; an high 
mount as the mount of Bashan. Why leap ye so, ye high 
‘ mountains ’ ? tliis is the ‘ mountain ’ which God desireth to 
dwell in*.’* “Thou hast ascended up on high, thou hast led 
captivity captive*.’* “ His foundation is in the holy mountains*.** 
“They that trust in the Lord shall be as the mount Zion, 
wliich may not be removed, but standeth fast for ever\” 
“ God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be 
removed*.” It was emphatically the lair of the lion of Judah, 
of “Ariel,” the Lion of God*. “In Judah is God known; 
his name is great in Israel. In Salem is his * leafy coveri,’ 
and his ‘ rocky den ^ in Zion*. . . . Thou art more glorious 
and excellent than the ‘ mountains of the robbers*.* ” And this 
wild and fastness-like character of Jerusalem was concentrated 
yet again in the fortress, the “ stronghold ** of Zion. That 
point, the highest in the city, the height® which most readily 
catches the eye from every quainter, is emphatically the “ hill- 
fort,’* the “ rocky hold*"** of Jerusalem — the refuge where first 
the Jebnsite, and then the Lion of God, stood at bay against 
the hunters. 

2. This brings us to the second feature which tends to 
account for its early selection or future growth as the capital 
of Palestine. As the traveller advances toward Jerusalem, from 


* Pfl. Lxviii. 15, 13. 

2 Ibid. 18. 

® Pfl. IxxxviL 1. 

** Pfl. exxv. 1. 

* Pfl. xlvi. 5. 

® Ifla. xxix. 1, 2. 

^ Pfl. Ixxvi. 1, 2. Such seems the full 
expreesion of the words, **succah” and 
**inaonah.** See Appendix. 

« Pfl. Ixvi. 4. 

^ This would be equally the case 
whether Zion be the south-western hill 
commonly so called, or the peak now 
levelled on the north, of the Temple 
Mount, as ia supposed, not without con- 


siderable grounds, by Mr. Fergnsson 
(Essay, p. 55, If.), and Mr. Thrupp 
(Ancient Jerusalem, p. 17, ff.) 

The word ‘^metzad'^ or '^meteoo- 
dah” is, like those in a preceding note 
(7), taken from the cover into which wild 
beasts arc hunted^ and was used and 
specially applied to tho “holds” in the 
^i^derness of Judsea. It is tho usual 
word for designating Mount Zion, 2 Sam. 
V. 7, 9, ; 1 Chr. xi. 5, 7, and (in express 
conjunrtion -with Ariel), Isa. xxix. 7. 
See the account of Masada in Chapter 
VII.; and Appendix, M'tmd. 
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tiie west and souths over the featureless undulating plain, two 
, deep valleys suddenly disclose themselves to view, 
iaTK^ron south, the larger and deeper on the north, 

and of which then sweeping round the eastern side of the 
* city to meet the southern ravine, passes on by sftiU 
nanower clefts through its long descent to the Dead Sea* 
The deepest and darkest of the two defiles was, doubtless, for 
that reason known as “The Black Valley” (Kedron) in 
former times probably deeper and darker than at present, when 
the accumulation of ruins and rubbish from above must have 
raised its ancient level. The other, wider and greener, was 
“ the ravine ” (Ge), in which probably some ancient hero had 
encamped, — “the son of Hinnom;” and from the name thus 
compounded, “ Ge Ben-Hinnom,” “ Ge-Hinnom,” was formed 
the word “ Gehenna*,” and thus what Milton truly calls “the 
pleasant valley of Hinnom,” has through its late associations 
given its name to the place* of future toiment. These deep 
ravines, which thus separate Jerusalem from the rocky plateau 
of which it forms a part, are a rare feature in the general 
scenery of the Holy Land. Something of the same effect is 
produced by those vast rents which under the name of “ Tajo,” 
surround or divide Toledo, Eonda, Alliama, and Granada, on the 
table-lands which crown the summits of the Spanish mountains. 
But in Palestine, Jerusalem alone is so entrenched, and from this 
cause derives, in great measure, her early strength and subse- 
quent greatness. When David appeared under the walls of 
Jebus, the “ old inhabitants of the land,” the last remnant of 
their race that clung to their mountain home, exulting in the 
strength of those ancient “everlasting gates*” which no con- 
queror had yet hurst open, looked proudly down on the 
army below, and said, “ Except thou take away the blind and 
the lame, thou shalt not come in hither; thinking, David 
cannot come in hither.” The blind and tlie lame, they thought, 
were sufficient to maintain what nature had so strongly 
defended. It was the often repeated story of the capture of 
fortresses through what seemed their strongest, and therefore 

’ Josh. XT. 8. IxL the Mohammedaa ^ In French, by a oharactefisUo oom- 
traditions the name of ^'‘Gehenna** is pression of the word, *^Giehenna'’ has 
applied to the Valley of the Kedron. Ibn become (bore) {rVen<A). 

B^tah, 124. * Ps. xxiv. 7. 
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became tbeir weakest, point, ** Praruptuniy edqm neglectum.** 
Such was the fate of Sardis, and of Borne, and such was the 
fate of Jehus. Da^id turned to his host below, and said, 
** Whoever smiteth theJebusites first, ^ and dasheththem on 
the precipice,’ . • . and tiiie lame and the blind that are hated 
of David's soul, he shall be chief and captain*.” Joab first 
climbed that steep ascent, and won the chieftainship of David's 
hosts; and the “ancient everlasting gates” “lifted up their 
heads,” and “ David dwelt in the stronghold of Zion, and called 
it the City of David.” 

3. Wliat these ravines were in determining its earliest defen- 
ces, they have been ever since. It is obvious that Compact- 
the deep depressions wdiich tluis secured the city 
must, like the Jordan valley to the whole country, have always 
acted as its natural defence. But they also determined its 
natural boundaries. The city, wherever else it spread, could 
never overleap the valley of the Kedron or of Hinnom; and 
those two fosses, so to speak, became accordingly, as in the 
analogous case of the ancient towns of Etruria, the Necropolis 
of Jerusalem. This distinction made it again doubly impossi- 
ble for the city of the living to protrude itself into the city of 
the dead ; and, as the southern ravine had already given a 
name to the infernal fires of the other world, so, in Mussulman 
and Mediajval traditions, the Valley of the Kedron was identi- 
fied with the Valley of Jehoshaphat* or of the “ Divine Judg- 
ment;” and was long regarded by the pilgrims of both religions 
as the destined scene of the Judgment of the World, The 
compression between these valleys probably occasioned the 
words of the Psalmist, “ Jerusalem is built as a city that is at 
unity in itself*.” It is an expression not inapplicable even to - 
the niodei’n city, as seen from the east. But it was still more 
appropriate to the original city, if, as seems probable, the 
valley of Tyroposon formed in earlier times a fosse within a 
fosse, shutting in Zion and Moriah into one compact mass, 
not more than lialf a mile in breadth^. 

* 2 Sam. v. 8 j 1 Chr. xi. 6. ^‘Daahetli 2 iii, 2. 
then against the precipice,” seems on ^ Psalm cxxii. 3. 

(he whole the safest rendering of the * This would be still more the » 
passage ohsourely translated and trans- we could suppose that Zioitr^thQ original 
pose^ “ Qetteth up to the gutter,” citjof David— occupied part d what is 
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But this compactness and smallness — ‘tliough in itself a 
fitting characteristic of the capital of tliat territory 
Growth, ag yrQ geeH, was remarkable for the same 

reason amongst the nations of the then known world — ^was not 
such as to exclude future growth. Hemmed in as it was on 
three sides by the ravines, on the western side it was com- 
paratively open. A slight depression, indeed, runs beneath 
what is now its wall on that side ; still, to speak generally, it is 
joined by its western and north-western sides to the large 
table-land which rises in the midst of Judaea, extending from 
the ridge of St. Elias on the south to the ridge of Bireh on the 
nortli, from the hills of Gibeon on the west to the Mount of 
Olives on the east. In this point, again, its situation is pecu- 
liar. Almost all the other cities of Palestine were placed, like 
Hebron, or Samaria, or Jezreel, on the crest of some hill, or' 
like Skechem, within some narrow valley which admitted of 
little expansion. But Jerusalem had always an outlet on the 
west and north, and though it was not till the latest period of 
her existence that the walls, under Herod Agrippa, were pushed 
far beyond their ancient limits in those directions, yet the 
gardens and orchards and suburbs must even in the reign of 
Solomon, have stretched themselves over the iilain. And this 
plain was encompassed with a barrier of heights, which shut 
out the view of Jerusalem till \yithin a very short distance of 
the city, and must always have acted as a defence to it. 

4. It is probable that these are the heights alluded to in the 
Mountains ^cll-kiiown verse, “ As the mountains are round about 
round Je- Jerusalem, so is tlie Lord round about His people 
rusaiem. ^ image is not realised, as most per- 

sons familiar witli our European scenery ’would wish and expect 
it to be realised. Jerusalem is not literally shut in by moun- 
tains, except on the eastern side, where it may be said to be 
enclosed by the arms of Olivet, with its outlying ridges on the 
north-east and south-east. Any one facing Jerusalem westward, 
northward, or southward, will always see the city itself on an 

called Moriah't the oblong mass of rock Hinnom on the south, and by the Kedron 
which supports the Mosque of Omar, and on the sonth and east. (See the Essays 

which must have been shut in by the of Mr. Fergusson and Mr. Thrupp.) 

Tyropmon on the west, by the ravine of ‘ Psalm exxv. 2, 
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elevation higher than the hills in its immediate neighbourhood, 
its towers and walls standing out against the sky, and not 
against any high background such as that which encloses the 
mountain towns and villages of our own Cumbrian or West- 
moreland valleys. Nor, again, is the plain on which it stands 
enclosed by a continuous though distant circle of mountains, like 
that which gives its peculiar charm to Athens and Innspruck. 
The mountains in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem are of un- 
equal height, and only in two or three instances— Neby-Samwil, 
Er-Bam, and Tuleil el-Ful — rising to any considerable eleva- 
tion. Even Olivet is only a hundred and eighty feet above the 
top of Mount Zion. Still, they act as a shelter ; they must be 
surmounted before the traveller can see, or the invader attack, 
the Holy City; and the distant line of Moab would always 
seem to rise as a wall against invaders from the remote east. 
It is these mountains, expressly including those be^^ond the 
Jordan, which are mentioned as standing round about Jeru- 
salem ” in another and more terrible sense, when, on the night 
of the assault of Jerusalem by the Eoman armies, they 
‘‘ echoed back ** the screams of the inhabitants of the captured 
city, and the victorious shouts of the soldiers of Titus*. The 
situation of Jerusalem was thus not unlike, on a small scale, 
to that of Borne ; saving the great difference that Borne was in a 
well-watered plain, leading direct to the sea, whereas Jerusalem 
was on a bare table-land, in the heart of the country. But each 
was situated on its own cluster of steep hills ; each had room 
for future expansion in the surrounding level ; each, too, had 
its nearer and its more remote barriers of protecting hills — 
Borne its Janiculum hard by, and its Apennine and Alban 
mountains in the distance ; Jerusalem, its Olivet liard by, and. 
on the outposts of its plain, Mizpeh, Gibeon, and Bamah, and 
the ridge which divides it from Bethlehem. 

6. This last characteristic of Jerusalem brings us to one 
more feature, namely, its central situation. First, it" ceatral 
was pre-eminently central with regard to the two great Mtuatioa 
tribes of the south, which at the time when the choice was 

' ^ irepa/a koI rh ijptj surrounding mountains were not those 

(Joieph. BeU. Jud. vi. 5, 1). This shows close at hand, 
in the view of Josephus “the 
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made liy David, were the chief tribes of the whole nation^ the 
ouly two which contained a royal house— Judah and Benjamin. 
So long as Judah maintained its ground alone, Hebron was its 
natural capital ; but from the moment that it became the head 
of the nation, another home had to be sought nearer its neigh* 
hour, at this time its rival tribe. Such a spot exactly was 
Jebus, or Jerusalem. The ancient city, as belonging to the 
aboriginal inhabitants, had been excluded equally from the 
boundaries of either tribe. The limits of Judali reached along 
the plain up to the edge of the valley of Hinnom, and then 
abruptly paused. The limits of Benjamin in like manner 
crept over Olivet to the same point. But the rocky mass on 
which the Jebusite forti’ess stood was neutral ground, in the 
very meeting-point of the two tribes. From the summit of 
the Mount of Olives — almost from the towers of Zion — could 
be seen.Gibeah, the capital of Benjamin, on its conical hill to 
the north ; and the distant hills, though not the actual city, 
of Hebron, to the south. 

Yet again, Jerusalem was on the ridge, the broadest and most 
strongly marked ridge of the backbone of the complicated hills, 
which extend through the whole country from the Desert to the 
plain of Esdraelon. Every wanderer, every conqueror, every 
traveller, who has trod tlie central route of Palestine from north 
to south, must have passed through the table-land of Jeru- 
salem. It was the water-shed between the streams or rather 
the torrent-beds, which find their way eastward to the Jordan, 
and those which pass westward to the Mediterranean. Abra- 
ham, as he journeyed from Bethel to Hebron; Jacob, as he 
wandered on his lonely exile from Beersheba to Bethel; the 
Levite', on his way from Bethlehem to Gibeah; Joshua, as 
he forced his way from Jericho, and met the kings in battle 
at Gibeon ; the Philistines, as they came up from the mari- 
time plain, and pitched in Michmash ; no less than Pompey, 
when, in later times, he came up from the Valley of the Jor- 
dan ; or the Crusaders, when they came from Tyre, with the 
express purpose of attacking Jerusalem, — must all have crossed 
the territory of Jebus. 


* Judges xix. 11. 
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II» From what may be called the external situation of Jeru* 
Salem, we pass to its internal relations. And here we exchange 
a sphere of perfect certainty for a mass of topographical interior of 
controversy unequalled for its extent, for its confusion, J«nisaloni. 
and for its bitterness. If the materials, however slight, on which 
our judgment was to be formed were all before us, it might be 
worth while to attempt to unravel the entanglement. But the 
reverse is the case. The data exist, perhaps in abundance, but 
they are inaccessible. When Jerusalem can be excavated, we shall 
be able to argue; till then, the dispute is for the most part as 
hopeless as was that concerning the Roman Forum, before the 
discovery of the pedestal of the column of Phocas. But without 
descending into the controverted details, two or three broad facts 
emerge, which maybe stated without fear of future contradiction. 

1. Whatever may be the adjustment of the names of the heights 
on which Jerusalem stands, the peculiarity imparted Hills of the 
to its general aspect and to its history by these various 
heights is incontestable. Even in the earlier times, when the 
city was still compact and narrow, there are traces of its double 
form. An upper and a lower city, — possibly the dry rock* of 

Jebus,” or ‘‘Zion,” the “City of David,” as distinct from the 
“ Mountain of the Vision” (Moriah), the “City of Solomon,” in 
whose centre arose the perennial spring, — are dimly discerned 
in the first period of Jerusalem*. But it was in its latest period 
that this multiplicity of eminences, which it shares, though in 
a smaller compass, with Rome and Constantinople, came into 
play, Then, as now, the broken surface of the slopes of Jeru- 
salem arrested the attention both of Tacitus and J osephus — “ the 
irregular outline,” the “ high hills,” the winding of the ascending 
and descending walls, were present to them, as they have been 
to the lively imagination of the modern poet and historian to 
whose lot it has fallen to describe the last days of the Holy 
City*. But it was from more than a mere artistic interest that 


^ See Ewald’s Oeschiclite, iii. 155. 

^ It is possible that this double exist- 
ence may have given the dual form to the 
name of ** Jerusaloim,” "which supc-r- 
seded the old form of Jerusalem. It is 
possible, too, that the name of JerusaUm, 
**the vision of peace,** may have been 
first given from the same vision that 


originated the name of “Moriah,*’ 2 Chr, 
iii. 1. Compare “in Salem is his ‘covert 
— his ‘den* in Zion'' (Ps. Ixxvi. 1), the 
of the daughter of Zion, the 
hill of Jeru-saiem,** Isa. x. 82. 

3 See Dean Milman's excellent descrip- 
tion of Jerusalem, both in the third 
volume of the History of the Jews (15— 
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these several points of the broken ground of Jerusalem were 
so carefully recorded. In the earlier sieges^ so far as the 
history is concerned, the city might have stood on a single 
eminence, like Ashdod or Samaria. But in the last siege by 
Titus, everything turns on the variety and number of posts 
which the four hills of Jerusalem presented, not merely to the 
besieged against the besiegers, and to the besiegers against the 
besieged, but to the besieged against each otiier. If, in its 
earlier days, in its more natural aspect, Jerusalem was the like- 
ness of a city that is at unity with itself, in later times its 
divergent summits curiously represent to us the fatal type of 
the house which fell, because it was divided against itself. 

2. Whatever differences have arisen about the other hills of 
The Temple Jerusalem, there is no question that the mount on which 
Mount. the so-called Mosque of Omar stands, overhanging the 
Valley of the Kedron, has from the time of Solomon, if not of 
David, been regarded as the most sacred ground in Jerusalem. 
And on this hill, whatever may be the controversies respecting 
the apportionment of its several parts, or the traces of the 
various buildings which from the time of Solomon downwards 
have been reared on its rocky sides and surface, two natural 
objects remain, each of the highest historical interest. High in 
The Rock centre of the platform rises the remarkable rock, 
of the now covered bythe dome oi“the Sakrah'.’* It is irregu- 
^ * lar in its form, and measures about sixty feet in one 
direction, and fifty feet in the other. It projects about five feet 
above the marble pavement, and the pavement of the mosque is 
twelve feet above the general level of the enclosure, making this 
rise seventeen feet above the ground .... It appears to be the 
natural surface of Mount Moriah; in a few places there are marks 
of chiseling; but its .south-east corner is an excavated chamber, 
to which there is a descent by a flight of stone steps and an aper- 
ture thvough the rocky roof. This chamber is irregular in form ; 
its average height is seven feet; it is capable of holding about 
fifty persons. In the centre of the rocky cave there is a circular 

17), , and still more Birikingly Sai the first loftier mountains.” 
volume of tke History of Christianity, i>. ^ The measurements are from Mr. 

5118. In that description the only words Catherwood, given in Bartle1ft*s Walks 
whioh an eye-witness would erase are, about Jerusalem, pp. 156, 163. 
hemmed in almost on all sides by still . 





slab of xaatble, 'wbich on being struck makes a hollow sound, 
thereby showing that thefe is a well, or excavation, beneath. 

This mass of rock must always have been an essential feature 
or a strange disfigurement of the Temple area. The time for 
arriving at a positive conclusion respecting it is not yet come. 
But it may be worth while to give the various explanations 
respecting it, fabulous or historical# during the successive 
stages of its known history*. 

(a) . The Christians, before the Mussulman occupation of 
Syria, regarded it as the rock of the Holy of Holies, and as 
such — so different was the feeling of the Christian world with 
regard to the Old Testament between the fifth century and our 
own — used every effort to defile it. 

(b) . By the successors of Caliph Omar, if not by the Caliph 
himself, it was invested with a sanctity only less than that of 
the Kaaba of Mecca; believed to be the rock of Jacob’s pillow 
at Bethel ; the stone of prophecy, which would have fled on the 
extinction of that gift, but which was forcibly detained by the 
angels in anticipation of the visit of Mahomet to Jerusalem in his 
nocturnal flight, when it bowed to receive him, and retained the 
impression of his feet as he mounted the celestial Borak, Im- 
mense stress is laid by Mussulmans on its miraculous suspension 
above the ground, and in this belief in its suspended state is 
probably to be found the origin of the fable of the suspension 
of the Prophet’s tomb. Tlie white plaster on the inside walls 
for the most part conceals the point of junction with the rocky 
platform of the mountain; but in the south-east corner the 
identification of the rocky wall and the rocky floor is visible 
and decisive. It is believed that within the cave every prayer 
is granted, and that in the well rest the souls of the departed, 
between death and the Resurrection 

(c) . Recovered by the Crusaders, it was exhibited as the 
scene of the Apparition of the Angel to Zacharias, and of the 


* It is this which probably gave it the 
name of the “lapis pertusus” (perforated 
stone), under which appellation it was 
used as the Jews’ wailing-place in the 
fou^ century. 

? The belief was that the living could 
hold converse with these souls at the 
mc^th of the well about any disputed 


matter which lay in the power of the 
dead to solve. It was closed, because a 
mother going to speak to her dead son, 
was so much agitated at the sound of his 
voice from below, that she threw herself 
into the well to join him, and disappeared. 
This was the story related to me at Jeru- 
salem. A less pleasing version is given 
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Gircamcision of Christ. The footmark of Mahomet was thei^ 
represented as the trace left, when He went out of the Temple 
to escape the fury of the Jews*. 

(d). In modem times it has been the centre of the most 
conflicting theories of sacred topography. Mr. Fergusson* 
(chiefly from architectural arguments) has maintained that the 
dome of the Sakrah is the Church of Constantine, and conse- 
quently, that the rock beneath is the rock of the Holy Sepul- 
chre. Mr. Falconer, Mr. Thrupp, and Mr. Lewin suppose it 
to be the rock, or part of the rock, on which stood the tower 
of Antonia. Professor Willis urges its claim to be the rock 
overhanging the threshing-floor of Araunah, selected by David, 
and afterwards continued by Solomon and by Zerubbabel, as 
the ** unhewn stone** on which to build the Altar; the cave 
within being the sink described in the Talmud as that into 
which the blood and offal of the sacrifices were drained off. 
Undoubtedly if the measurements of the area would allow of 
it, this last hypothesis would be the most satisfactory, except 
so far as it fails to produce adequate examples of a rock so 
high and so rugged used for the purposes of an altar®. 

Meanwhile the rock remains, whatever be its origin, the 
most curious monument of Old Jerusalem, and not the least 
so, from the unrivalled variety of associations which it has 
gathered to itself in the vicissitudes of centuries. 

All accounts combine in asserting that the water of the two' 
Water in Siloam, as well as that of the many fountains 

the Temple- of the “Mosque of Omar,** proceeds from a spring or 
wits. reservoir of water beneath the Temple-vaults. There 
was no period of its history when such a provision would not 
have been important to the Temple for the ablutions of the 
Jewish, no less than of the Mussulman, worship ; or to the city, 
which else was dry even to a proverb. It was the treasure of 

by Catherwood (Bartlett’s Walks, p. 154). Oman, “Omaw looked and went out of 
Compare the story told of Spiridion ^nd the threshing-floor.” Possibly it was cus- 
his daughter (Sozomen, i. 11). tomary to hare a cave under the rock of 

^ Smwulf, p. 40. 2 gee Chap. XIV. the threshing-floor to conceal the corn— 

* One argument which Professor Willis as in the case of Gideon in the wine-press^ 
has omitted in favour of his position may under the rock of Ophrah, where the altar 
be noticed. Ini Chr. xzi. 20, 21, it is said was afterwards raised, Judg. vi. 11, 20, 
that ^*Orua<n and his four sons hid them- 21, 24. A cave also exists in ^nnection. 
fdveif** apparently within the threshing' with what was the base of the Samaritair 
floor, for it is added that, as David came to altar on Gerizim. (See Chap. V.) 
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•Jerusalem, its support through its numerous sieges, the *'fons 
perennis aquse” of Tacitus' — ^the source of Milton’s 

« Brook tliat flowed 
Hard by the oracle of God.’* 


But more than this, it was the image which entered into the 
very heart of the prophetical idea of Jerusalem. ‘‘ There is 
a river* [a perennial river], the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacle of the 
Mogt High,” “ All my fresh springs shall be in thee*.” “ Draw 
water out of the wells of salvation*.” It is the source of all 
the freshness and verdure of the vale of Hinnom*. In Ezekiels 
vision the thought is expanded into a vast cataract flowing 
out through the Temple-rock eastward and westward into 
the ravines of Hinnom and Kedron, till they swell into a 
mighty river, fertilising the desert of the Dead Sea. And 
with still greater distinctness the thought appears again, and 
for the last time, in the discourse, when in the courts of the 
^Temple, ‘‘ in the last day, that great day of the feast [of Taber- 
nacles], Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let 

him come unto Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers 

of living water 

3. In every approach to the modern Jerusalem, the first and 
most striking feature — in the approach from the 
south, the only striking feature, — is the long line Walls, and 
of walls and towers. Most eastern cities are entered 
gradually. Cairo, Damascus, Beirut, have outstepped the 
Emits of their ancient fortifications, and the lesser towns, 
such as Hebron and Nablus, have not that protection. But 
Jerusalem is in the singular position of a city of sufficient 
importance, if not for its size, at least for its dignity, to have 
deserved a circuit of walls, whilst it is, at the same time, so 
exposed to the assaults of the wild villagers and still wilder 
Bedouins of the neighbourhood, that it has not ventured to 
pass be3'‘oncl its fortifications. The same terror which has 


^ Tac. Hist. V. 12. In the Melanges 
Historiques (from the Bulletins of the 
Academy of St. Petersburg, vol. ii. p. 550,) 
is an ingenious argument to prove that 
this (and not the supposed western 
iouroe^ commonly so call^) is the Spring 
of Qihon. It is, however, asserted by Mr. 
Whitty, who has recently investigated 
the state of water at Jerusalem, that 


this is not, and cannot be, a natural 
spring properly so called. 

3 Ps. xlvi. 4. The word naha/r ex- 
cludes the Kedron. 

3 Ps. Ixxxvii. 7. 

^ Isa. xii. 8. 

3 Bonar, Ijand of Promise, p. 167. 

® Ezek. xlvii. 1 — 6 ; see Chapter VII# 
7 John vii. 37, 38. 



collected the entire population of Palestine from isbleited 
houses into villages S has confined the population of its capital 
within the city walls. With the exception of the caves and 
hbvels of the almost savage inhabitants of Siloam, no ordinary 
habitation can be fixed outside ; the town is entirely enclosed, 
the gates locked at night, and the present walls (which date 
from the time of the great Ottoman Sultan, Selim I., conqueror 
of Egypt in the year of the European Keformation) thus 
become an essential feature in every view of the place firom 
within or from without. 

This to a certain extent must have been tlie case always : 
Jerusalem must at all times have been in a state of insecurity 
too great to allow of any neglect of her fortifications. From 
first to last. History and Poetry are always recurring to the 
mention of her walls and gates and towers. “ Walk about 
Zion, go round about her, tell the towers thereof ; mark well 
her bulwarks David, Solomon, Hezekiah are all concenied 
in the fortifications of the city of the Monarchy. To have 
raised the walls of the city of the Restoration was the chief 
glory of Nehemiah. Herod’s walls and towers, called after the 
favourites of his court and family, were amongst his most 
celebrated works. Tlie Temple itself was a fortress of massive 
foundations and gigantic gateways on every side ; the 'walls 
great and high, with the gates qf precious stone, furnished the 
chief images of the Heavenly Jerusalem, both in the Old and 
New Testament; and the idea of the chief corner-stone,” and 
of the stones ” of the living Tempfe of God, which pervades 
the Evangelical and Apostolical imagery, was suggested, in the 
first instance, by the vast masses of stone which, whether of the 
date of Solomon or Herod, form so imposing a part of the 
existing walls of the ancient Teraide-area. But this was not 
r the only distinction which set off the outward aspect of the 
city against the other towns of Palestine. Of these the modern 
walls give, as has been observed, some notion. Not so, how- 
Palaces modern buildings. With the one exception 

of the Mosque of Omar, it is difficult to raise up to 
the mind’s eye, from the ruins of the present Jerusaj^em, the 


See (jhApter 11. p. 187. 


2 Psalm xlriil 12. 18. 



magmficent sight* wHch, in the times both of the Davidic and 
the Herodian monarchy, must have presented itself to any 
spectator. Other residences of regal luxury arose elsewhere,— as 
we shall see in Shechem and Samaria, — ^but Jerusalem only was 
a city of palaces. Compared with the other villages and towns 
of Palestine, contrasted with the mountain- wilderness of its own 
immediate neighbourhood, it is always spoken of as a splendid 
and dazzling spectacle. What was the architecture, what the 
colour, what the form of these palaces, we know not ; even tlie 
Temple is only to be restored by imperfect guesses. But 
it was this general aspect which excited the admiration of 
Psalmists and prophets — “ Beautiful for situation, the joy of 
the whole earth is Mount Zion “ on the sides of the north is 
the city of the Great King ; “ God is well known in her 

palaces;” ** consider her palaces h” And after its adornment 
by Herod the Great, it is probable that no city of the East, 
except Antioch, no city of the West, except Eome, equalled the 
external splendour of Jerusalem*. 

This was tlie ancient peculijirity of its appearance. The 
modern peculiarity is still more characteristic. If, as 
we have before observed, Palestine is a land of ruins, 
still more emphatically may it be said that Jerusalem is a city of 
ruins. Here and there a regular street, or a well-built European 
house emerges from the general crash, but the general appear- 
ance is that of a city which has been burnt down in some great 
conflagration*; and this imiiression is increased to the highest 
degree when, on penetrating below the surface, the very soil on 
which the city stands is found to he composed of ruins of 
houses, aqueducts, and x)ilh\rs, reaching to a depth of thirty 
or forty feet below the foundations of the present houses. This 
circumstance is important, not only as imparting to the city its 
remarkable form and colour, but also as telling tlie story of its 
eventful course. The old Jerusalem is buried in the overthrow 
of her seventeen captures. Even if the city were to be rebuilt 
once more, the soil on wliich her new foundations must be laid 

» Psalm xlviii. 2, 3, 12, . Eomans, vol. t. 869, 427. 

® See tlie expressioa of Pliny (H. N. » “ The houses of Jerusalem look as 
y. 14) I£ierosolymay longd clarMrm if they had been burnt down many cen- 
V urbiuTit Otientisy non Jvdesoi modoy as turies ago.” Richardson, ii. 268. 

' expanded in Merivale's Hist, of the 
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would bear witness to the faithfulness of ike image of her 
earlier desolation ; the stones of the sanctuary poured out at 
the top of every street*; ’* *Hhey have made Jerusalem a heap 
of stones*;” “not one stone shall be left upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down*.” 

The ruinous state of Jerusalem is, doubtless, in chief part 
Earth- Owing to the hand of man. But here, as elsewhere in 
quakes. Palestine, we must not overlook the effect of earth* 
quake. Situated on its high mountain-plateau, it is said to be 
more free from this calamity than the cities in the Jordan 
valley or on the sea-coast. But the very fact of this com- 
parative exemption must make the occurrence of these visita- 
tions more remarkable ; and we are told that “ scarcely a year 
passes without a shock;” that sometimes the city has been 
wholly destroyed\ Of such manifestations at Jerusalem, there 
have been two so memorable, as to have left enduring traces 
in the sacred records. One was the tremendous earthquake, 
already mentioned, in the close of the reign of Uzziah. A 
long tradition preserved the recollection of the event, and 
connected it directly with the personal calamity of the unfor- 
tunate king. “ It was,” so Josephus* tells the story, “ just as 
Uzziah was entering the Temple, that the building suddenly 
started asunder; the light flashed through, and at the same 
moment the leprosy rushed injto the king’s face. The hills 
around felt the shock, and a memorial of the crash was long 
preserved in a large fragment of rock, or landslip, which, rolling 
down from the western hill, [probably that now called the 
Moxmt of Evil Counsel] blocked up the royal gardens between 
that hill and the Mount of Olives, at the junction of the two 
valleys, by the spring of Enrogel®.” No traces of this con- 
vulsion are now visible, and by a singular omission, charac- 
teristic of the soberness of spirit elsewhere observable in the 
sacred writers, it is not noticed in the historical books of the 

^ Lam. iv. 1. . opened— showed the blue sky above, and 

2 Ps. Ixadx. 1. again closed. 

* Matt, xxiv, 2. * Joseph. Ant. IX. x. 4. 

^ Toblei^s Denkblfiitter aus Jerusalem, * Josephus says It can hardly 

p. 34. I was told that on one of these occa- be doubted that the above sta^ment is 
aions as a family were seated at their mid- the true explanation. See Bonar, Land 
day meal, the dome-shaped roof suddenly of Promise 100. 
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Old Testament. But the Prophetical visions of that period 
are fall of the imagery of a visitation which brought before 
them in so powerful a manner the presence of God. To Amos, 
it seemed as though the Lion of God were roaring from the 
caverns of the lair of Zion*. To Zechariah*, the rending of 
the hills, as described by Josephus, was an image of the yet 
more terrible rending of the Mount of Olives, which should 

cleave in the* midst thereof towards the east and towards the 
west — a very great ‘ ravine ; ’ and half of the mountain shall 
move towards the north, and half of it towards the south ; and 
ye shall flee to the ‘ ravine * of the mountains, for ye shall flee 
like as ye fled from before the earthquake, in the days of Uzziah 
King of Judah.” And, if this ancient earthquake was made so 
powerful a means of reviving the religious feelings of the nation, 
there is a still grander significance in the like accompaniment 
of the greatest event which Jerusalem ever witnessed. Then, 
also, there was “ darlmess over all the land” at noon day, even 
as in the time of Amos, ** the day of the Lord was darkness 
and not light®, very dark and no brightness in it,” ‘‘ the veil 
of the Temple,” even as on the former occasion the Temple 
itself, “ was rent in twain from the top to the bottom,” “ the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent,” even as those of old in 
the ravine of Ilinnom ; at the same moment, as it would 
seem, “ the graves were opened,” — the long tiers of sepulchres 
in the valley of the Kedron — ‘‘ and they that saw the earth- 
quake feared greatly^” Such concomitants are indeed eclipsed 
by the moral gi’eatness of the events which they encompass. 
But the fact that they are known to have occurred on the 
same ground gives additional force and expression both to the 
accuracj'' and to the awfulness of the narrative. 

III. It has been already observed that ‘‘the ‘mountains® 
which stand round about Jerusalem ” are for the most The Mount 
part too remote to enter into any consideration of the Olives. 
situation or internal relations of the city itself. There are 
none on the south nearer than the ridge of St Elias, none on 

^ Amos i. 2 ; iL 8, prophet of that name. 

® Zech. xiv. 4, 6. This passage is one * Amos v. .20. 
of the many indications t^t Z^hariah * Matt, zxvii. 61 — 64. 
is the work of an earlier 
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ibe west nearer ilian Neby-Samwil, none on the north nearer 
than Gibeah or Ramah. But on the east the city is 
diately enclosed by a long ridge, itself with four distinct 
^ summits, one outlier 8ta]:ting off to the north, and another 
to the south. This ridge is that known both in the Old and 
the New Testament as the Mount of Olives or of the Olive- 
garden *• Its four summits are now distinguished by traditional 
names: — 1. The “ Galilee,” from the supposition that there 
the Angels stood and said, “Ye men of Galilee;” or that it 
was the “ Galileo ” to which Christ retired after the resurrection. 
2. The “Ascension,” covered by the village and mosque and 
church of the Jebel et-Tur (the Arabic name for Olivet, as for all 
elevated summits,) on the supposed scene of that event. 3. The 
“ Prophets,” from the curious catacomb called the “ Prophets' 
Tombs ” on its side. 4. “ The Mount of Offence,” so called 
from Solomon’s idol-worship. The northern outlier has been 
in modern times usually called “ Scopus ; ” on the supposition 
of its identity with the hill so called in the Siege of Titus ; 
the southern, the “Hill of Evil Counsel,” marked from far 
by the single wind-driven tree called the “ Tree of Judas.” 
From every roof of the city the long ridge of Olivet forms a 
familiar feature — so near, so immediately overhanging the 
town, that it almost seems to be within it. Even in the more 
distant view from the summit. of Neby-Samwil the two are so 
closely intermingled, that it is difficult at first sight to part 
the outline of the village on the top of Olivet from the outline 
of the town and walls of Jerusalem itself. 

The olives and oliveyards, from which it derived its name, 
must in earlier times have clothed it far more completely than 
at present. Now it is only in the deeper and more secluded 
slope leading up to the northernmost summit that these 
venerable trees spread ip.to anything like a forest. And in 
those times — as we see from the name of Bethany (House of 
Dates), and from the allusions after the Captivity and in the 
Gospel History — myrtle- groves, pines, and palm-trees*, all of 
which have now disappeared, must have made it a constant 

J Acts i. 12, rov iKcuwvos, translated of a peculiar kind, called Zio#aud Oaph- 
OUretum in the Vulgate, and hence natha. (Sukkah, pi. 1 ; and in Schwarz, 
“Olivet.” pp. 267, 264.) 

; 3 Chapter II. These palms were 





resort for pleasure and secltision. Two giganiie cedars, pro- 
bably amongst the very few in Palestine, stood near its 
summit, under which were four shops where pigeons were 
sold for purification *, The olive and fig now alone remain ; 
the olive, still in more or less abundance, the fig* here and 
there on the roadside ; but both enough to justify ike Mussul- 
man’s belief, tliat in the oath in the Koran, “ By the olive 
and the fig,” the Ahnighty swears by his favoured city of 
Jerusalem, with this adjacent mountain. 

So close a proximity at once makes us expect to find the 
history of tlie Mount of Olives inseparably united with the 
history of the Holy City. To a certain extent this \vas the 
case. The name by wdiich it is sometimes called, “ the 
mountain before (i.e. east of ) the city;” or “the mountain” 
simply, indicates its near position. It was the open ground, 
for j)leasure, for worship, for any purpose that it might 
^ serve ; the “Park,” the “ Ceramiciis,” the “ Campus Martius ” 
of Jerusalem. Its green slopes, as seen in the early spring, 
stand out in refreshing contrast to the dreary and withered 
ruins of the city at its foot. It was also, from its situation, 
the bulwaric against any enemy approaching from 
tlie east ; the thoroughfare of any going or coming in ^ith thc°^ 
the direction of the great Jordan valley. It was also 
in the earlier times of Jewish history, when elevation 
and sanctity of position were almost identical, the sacred place 
of the vicinity of Jerusalem. Long before the conquest of 
Jehus by David, the northern summit of Olivet had, it would 
seem, under the name of Nob, been selected as the seat of the 
Tabernacle after the destruction of Shiloh and tlie loss of 
the Ark. Close within sight of the unconquered fortress 
of the Jebusites, the worship of Israel was there conducted 
during all the earlier years of Saul, and even after the 
destruction of the Sanctuary by his violence, the sanctity of 
the summit of Olivet was still respected*. David, before the 


I Ligbtfoot, ii. 39. 

* It appears probable that Beth phage 
is BO called from phage, “green figs.*’ 
liightfoot, if-. 37. For its probable situa- 
Uoa on the S. of Olivet, where remains 
ijAve been found in a vailley of fig-trees, 
gee Stewart, 332. 

* It has been suggested to me by Mr. 


Thrupp, that to this spot David took 
the head of Goliath, when long before 
the capture of the city it is said that 
**he brought it to Jerusalem,** I Sam. 
xvii. 54. “We know that it was in 
the tahmrnacle of Nob that Goliath’e 
sword was kept (I Sam. xxL 91 ; and 
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Temple ivas built, was went to ** worship God at the tojp of 
the Mount Solomon, when, in his later years, he tolerated 
or adopted the idolatrous rites * of his foreign wives, made 
‘‘ high places ” of the three summits on " the right-hand, [that 
is, on the south side] of the Moxmt of Corruption*/’ And this 
Mount of Corruption — apparently the same northern ^summit 
of Nob — was the spot where the sacrifice of the ‘‘ red heifer ” 
was performed, as the only sacrifice which was to take place 
outside the camp in the wilderness, and which therefore being 
by analogy excluded from the Temple-courts, was celebrated 
on the summit of Olivet. 

With the exception of these general allusions, there is but 
one event in the Old Testament which lends any interest to its 
heights. It was by the “ ascent of ‘ the Olives * ” that David 
went up, on his flight from Jerusalem to Mahanaim, at the 
news ef Absalom’s revolt*. It was at the “ top of the Mount ” 
that he met Hushai, and had his last view of the rebellious 
Flight of II was a little way past the toj) that he en- 

David. countered Ziba and the asses, laden with provisions. 
It was as he descended the rough road on the other side, that 
** Shimei went along on the side* of the ‘mountain,’ over against 
him, and threw stones at him, and cast dust.” 

This mournful procession — affecting as it is, and linked with 
every stage of the ascent and, descent, — stands alone in the 


It may be that iu after-times Nob was 
fio far regarded as l)elonging to Jeru- 
salem, that David’s bringing liis enemy’s 
head to Nob might be described ns 
bringing it to Jerusalem.” The conjec- 
ture is too ingenious to be disregarded, 
and has besides the advantage of ex- 
plaining a text which has often been 
regarded as a very inconvenient interca- 
lation, if not interpolation. For the proof 
of the site of Nob, see Mr. Thrupp’s 
Bssay, p. 217. 

* 2 Sam. XV. 32. 

^ 1 Kings xi. 7 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 13. 
The name of maskchith^ (“corruption,” 
or “destruction’*) which occurs in this 
last passage, is the word by which the 
summit of Olivet is always called in the 
account of the sacrihee of the Ked Heifer 
in the Mishna (ed. Surenhusius, yol. vi., 
pp. 276, 277, 279). In Zuidlart*s 


“ Voyage de Jerusalem” (Book III. c. 6 
and 7), in the fifteenth century, the name 
is applied to the Hill of Evil Counsel. 
Now, under the translation of * Offence,* 
it is applied to the southern summit of 
Olivet. But the distinct enumeration iu 
2 Kings xxiii, 13, of the three sanctuaries 
on the south of Mashchitli, clearly indi- 
«ites that Mash.chith itself must have 
been the norfhemruost of the four sum- 
mits, now called “ Oalilee.’* In the Oos- 
I)el of Nicodemus, c. xiv. — xvi. (Thilo’s 
Cod. Apoc. p. 616) there seems to be an 
intention of identifying this “Galilee** 
wHh “the mountain of Momphe, Malek, 
or Mambre ’* (such are the various read- 
ings). 

* 2 Sam. XV. 80. ^ 

♦ Ibid. 32. ^ 

® 2 Sam. xn. 13. The word is pro- 
perly * rib.’ See Appendix, Tsdah. 
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earlier history of the Mount of Olives. Its lasting glory 
belongs not to the Old Dispensation, but to the New* Its very 
barrenness of interest in earlier times sets forth the 
abundance of those associations which it derives from 
the closing scenes of the Sacred History. Nothing, 
perhaps, brings before us more strikingly the contrast 
of Jewish and Christian feeling, the abrupt and inhamionious 
termination of the Jewish dispensation, — if we exclude the 
culminating point of the Gospel History, — ^than to contrast the 
blank which Olivet presents to the Jewish pilgrims of the 
middle ages, only dignified by the sacrifice of “ the red heifer ; ” 
and the vision too great for words, which it offers to the 
Christian traveller of all times, as the most detailed and the 
most authentic abiding-place of Jesus Christ. By one of those 
strange coincidences, whether accidental or borrowed, which 
occasionally appear in the Kabbinical writings, it is said in 
the Mishna, that the Shechinah, or Presence of God, presence of 
after having finally retired from Jerusalem, “dwelt*' 
three years and a half on the Mount of Olives, to see whether 
the Jewish people would or would not repent, calling, “ Eeturn 
to me, 0 my sons, and I will return to you ; ’* “ Seek ye the 
Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near;*' 
and then, when all was in vain, returned to its own place*. 
Whether or not this story has a direct allusion to the ininistra* 
tions of Christ, it is a true expression of His relation respec- 
tively to Jerusalem and to Olivet. It is useless to seek for 
traces of His presence in the streets of the since ten times 
captured city*. It is impossible not to find them in the free 
space of the Mount of Olives. 

Let us briefly go through the points which occur in the 
Sacred History, of the last days of Christ, during which alone 
He appears for any continuous period in Jerusalem and 
its neighbourhood. From Bethany we must begin, A wild 
mountain-hamlet, screened by an intervening ridge 
from the view of the top of Olivet, is perched on a 
broken plateau of rock, the last collection of human habitations 
before the desert-hills whichreach to Jericho. This is the modem 


1 Keland’s Palestine, p. 887 ; Light- * For the special traditional iocalitie# 
foot, ii, 40. Jemsalem, see Chap. XI Y. 
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TiBdge of El^Azarieh, which demes it$ name from its olustermg 
round the tradition^ site of the one house and grave which gave 
it an undying interest High in the distance are the Persian 
mountains ; the foreground is the deep descent to the Jordan 
Valley. On the further side of that dark abyss Martha and Mary 
knew that Christ was abiding when they sent their messenger; 
up that long ascent they had often watched His approach — up 
that long ascent He came when, outside the village, Martha and 
Mary met Him, and the Jews stood round weeping®. 

Up that same ascent He came, also, at the beginning of the 
week of His Passion. One night He halted in the village, as 
of old ; the village and the Desert were then all alive, as they 
still are once every year at the Greek Easter, with the crowd 
of Paschal pilgrims moving to and fro between Bethany and 
Jerusalem. In the morning, He set forth on His journey. 

. Three pafliways lead, and probably always led, from 
entry of Bethany to Jerusalem ; one, a long circuit over the 
shoulder of Mount Olivet, down the valley 
which parts it from Scopus ; another a steep footpath 
over the summit ; the third, the natural continuation of tlie 
road by which mounted travellers always approach the city from 
Jericho, over the southern shoulder, between the summit which 
contains the Tombs of the Prophets and that called the ‘‘ Mount 
of Offence.’* There can be no doubt that this last is the road 
of the Entry of Christ, not only because, as just stated, it is, 
and must always have been, the usual approach for horsemen 


^ This may be eitlier (1) an attempt 
to give an Arabic form to the Greek 
<‘Laaaria;” or (2) from the Hebrew 
form **Eleazar,” (Thrupp, p. 216.) 

® I have said nothing of the alleged 
tomb of Lazarus, having nothing to add 
to the statements of otlier travellers, and 
nothing to deduce &om those statements. 
It may be worth mentioning — what I 
have not seen elsewhere described — ^that 
about a quarter of an hour’s walk from 
the village, on a rocky knoll S.E. of the 
road, are ruins of what the Arabs call 
the House of Martha. In the midst of 
these fragments the rock rises into a 
block resembling the back of an animal 
with its head buried in the earth. This 
is said to be *Hhe Ass on which Isa 
[Jesus] rode. He rode it to Martha’s 


house and then turned it into stone.” 
The tradition is curious : hrst as an in* 
stance of the coarse extravagance which 
pervades most of the Mussulman versions 
of Christian history, and secondly as a 
dim reflection of the Gospel narrative. 

3 Most travellers, I bejieve, used to 
pass to Bethany by the third, and return 
by the second, and thus miss the precise 
views so important in fixing the localities 
of these events. In 1853 I examined all 
these, returning by the third; and the 
result will appear as we proceed. In 
1862 it was arranged that the Prince of 
Wales should approach Jerusalem from 
Jericho by this route, and the riew was 
seen as here described. See the Map at 
the beginning of this chapter. 







and for large earavans^ such as then were concerned, but also 
because this is the only one of the three approaches which meets 
the requirements of the narrative which follows. 

Two vast streams of people met on that day. The one 
poured out‘ from the city, and as they came through the 
gardens* whose clusters of palm rose on the southern comer 
of Olivet, they cut down the long branches, as was their wont 
at the Feast of Tabernacles, and moved upwards towards 
Bethany, with loud shouts of welcome. From Bethany streamed 
forth the crowds who had assembled there on the previous 
night, and who came testifying* to the great event at the 
sepulchre of Lazarus. The road soon loses sight of Bethany. 
It is now a rough, 'but still broad and well-defined mountain 
track, winding over rock and loose stones ; a steep declivity 
below on the left ; the sloping shoulder of Olivet above on the 
right ; fig-trees below and above, here and there growing out 
of the rocky soil. Along the road the multitudes threw down 
' the boughs severed^ from the olive-trees tlirough ^srhich 
they were forcing their way, or spread out a rude matting 
formed of the palm-branches which tliey had already cut 
as they came out. The larger portion — those perhaps, who 
escorted Him from Bethany — unwrapped their loose cloaks 
from their shoulders, and stretched them along tlie rough path, 
to form a momentary carpet as He approached*. The two 


^ John xii. 12, (6x^os 6 ^Is r^v 

lopr^i') “ The multitude which came to 
the feast took the branches of the palm- 
trees rh ^dia ruv tpoivlKcap), 

.... The multitude also met him (ical 
out^) and went out 
to meet him.” 

* Markxi. 8, “having cut the branches 
(Ko\l/dyT€s) from the gardens” (dx ray 
aypSfv). So read the Vatican and Cam- 
bridge MSS., and the Syriac and Coptic 
versions, for iic rwv BevSpeov. *Ayphs is 
properly “a cultivated field” or “pro- 
perty,” such ns is found in the neigh- 
bourhood of towns. Compare Mark V, 14, 
“the city and the fields Matt. vi. 28, 
the lilies of the field.” I have used the 
•word gardens as the nearest approach 
*which our language affords. Eastern gar- 
dens, it must remembered, are not 
^flower-gardens, nor private gardens, but 
the orchards, vineyards, and fig-enclosures 
tnnnd a town. 

; » <‘The 'mnltitudd* (4 


was with him when ho called Lazarus 
from the grave .... ‘ was bearing 
record.* ” {ifxupTipa), John xii. 17. 

♦ kXoSovs hirh ruu BeyBpwy» Matt, 
xxi. 8. These must bo distinct firom the 
palm branches (ra jSata ruv <poiyiKu>y) in 
John xU. 12. K\dBos in classical Greek is 
the word specially used for an olive branch 
(see Herod, vii. 19). In the old Liturgical 
Antiphons for Palm Sunday, palm and 
olive branches are both mentioned. 

® “ * The greater part of the multitude 
{6 Tr\€7<rT05 Sx^os) ‘strewed their own 
cloaks* {earpuarav kavrUv rh ifidria) in 
the * road but others * were cutting 
down’ brandies from the trees, and ‘were 
strewing them’ in the ‘ road,* ** UnovToy 
, . . dorrpd>vwov). Matt. xxi. 8. Observe 
the difference of the tenses. 

rd ifidria, the ahhagx haik, the loose 
blanket or cloak worn over the tunic or 
sbii*t (x^rdv). A striking instance of the 
practice is mentioned by Bobinson, ib 
162, when the inhahitants of Bethlehem 
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streams met midway. Half of the vast mass, taming round* 
preceded ; the other half followed '• Bethany is hardly left in 
the rear before the long procession must have swept up and 
over the ridge, where first begins the descent of the Mount 
of Olives ” towards Jerusalem. At this point the first view 
is caught of the south-eastern corner of the city. The 
Temple and the more northern portions are hid by the 
slope of Olivet on the right; what is seen is only Mount 
Zion, now for the most part a rough field, crowned with the 
Mosque of David and the angle of the western walls, but then 
covered witli houses to its base, surmounted by the Castle of 
Herod, on the supposed site of the palace of David, from which 
that portion of Jerusalem, emphatically “ The City of David,” 
derived its name. It was at this precise point, as He drew 
near, at the descent of the Mount of Olives*,” — may it not have 
been from the sight thus opening upon them ? — that the hymn 
of triumph, the earliest hymn of Christian devotion*, burst forth 
from the multitude, Hosanna to the Son of David f Blessed 
is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the 
kingdom that cometh of our father David* Hosanna . . . peace 
. . . glory in the highest\” There was a pause as the shout 
rang through the long defile ; and, as the Pharisees who stood 
by in the crowd* complained, He pointed to the “ stones ” 
which, strewn beneath their feet, would immediately “ cry out"' 
if “ these were to hold their peace.” 

Again the procession advanced. The road descends a slight 
declivity, and the glimpse of the city is again withdrawn behind 


threw their garments tinder the feet of 
the horses of the English Consul of 
Damascus, whose aid they were imploring. 
The branches (/cAd^oi) cut from the trees 
as they went (Matt. xxi. S) are different 
from the mattings {aroifiades), Mark xi. 
8, which they had twisted out of the 
palm branches as they came, ari^s is 
usually a mattress ; in Plato's Rep. ii. 
1372, it is a mat made of ivy or myrtle. 
Here, in all probability, it was hastily 
woven of palm-branches. 

^ Mark xi. 9. ** Those that were going 
before, and those that were following, 
were shouting,'* ol nrpodyovrts Kal ol 
dt€O\OV0OVyT€S 0Kpa(QV. 

* Lukexix. 87, “as He drew near, 
even now at the descent of the 

Mount of OUves" (nphs -nj Karafid<r«i rov 
0ms ^Aocwv}, i. e., at the point where 
the road over the Mount begins to descend. 


This exactly applies to such a shoulder of 
the hill as I have described, and is en- 
tirely inapplicable to the first view, the 
first “nearing" of the city, on crossing 
the direct summit. The expression would 
then have been * *at the top of the mount." 
— The allusion to the “ City of David" 
would be appropriate, even if, as has been 
recently conjectured (Thrupp's Ancient 
Jerusalem, pp. 17 — 20), the name of 
Zion had at that time received an appli- 
cation different from its earlier meaning. 

* See Ewald, v. 883. 

* 1 have ventured to concentrate the 
expressions of Matt. xxi. 9, Mark xi. 9, 
John xii, 18, on the one pre^e point 
described by Luke xix. 37, “The wholf 
multitude began .... to praise God with 
a loud voice.” 

* Luke xix. 39. “Someof the Pbarb 
sees ‘ from the crowd.* " 
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the intervening ridge of Olivet. A few moments, and the ]^th 
mounts again ; it climbs a rugged ascent, it reaches a ledge of 
smooth rock, and in an instant the whole city bursts into view. 
As now the dome of the Mosque El-Aksa rises like a ghost 
from the earth before the traveller stands on the ledge, so then 
must have risen the Temple-tower ; as now the vast enclosure 
of the Mussulman sanctuary, so then must have spread the 
Temple-courts ; as now the gray town on its broken liills, so 
then the magnificent city, with its background — ^long since 
vanished away — of gardens and suburbs on the western plateau 
behind. Immediately below was the Valley of the Kedron, 
here seen in its greatest depth as it joins the Valley of 
Hinnom, and thus giving full effect to the great peculiarity of 
Jerusalem seen only on its eastern side — its situation as of a 
city rising out of a deep abyss. It is hardly possible to doubt 
that this rise and turn of the road, this rocky ledge-, was the 
^ exact point where the multitude paused again, and “ He, when 
He beheld the city, wept over it.” 

Nowhere else on the Mount of Olives is there a view like 
tills. By the two other approaches above mentioned, over 
the summit and over the northern shoulder of the hill, the city 
reveals itself gradually ; there is no partial glimpse, like that 
which has been just described as agreeing so well with the 
first outbreak of popular acclamation, still less is there any point 
where, as here, the city and Temple would suddenly burst into 
view, producing the sudden and affecting impression described 
in the Gospel narrative. And this precise coincidence is the 
more remarkable because the traditional route of the Triumphal 
Entry is over the summit of Olivet ; and the traditional spot of 
the Lamentation is at a place half-way down the mountain, to 
which the description is wholly inapplicable, whilst no tradition 
attaches to this, the only road by wliich a large procession could 
have come ; and this, almost the only spot of the Mount of Olives 
which the Gospel narrative fixes with exact certainty, is almost 
the only unmarked spot, — undefiled or unhallowed by mosque or 
church, chapel or tower-— left to speak for itself, that here the 
Lord stayed His onward march, and here His eyes beheld what is 
still the most impressive view which the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem furnishes, and the tears rushed forth at the sight. 
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After this scene,, which, with the one exception of the con*^ 
versation at the Well of Jacob; stands alone in the Gospel 
history for the vividness and precision of its localisation, it is 
hardly worth while to dwell on the spots elsewhere pointed out 
by tradition or probability on the rest of the Mountain. They 
belong, for the most part, to the “ Holy Places of later 
pilgrimage, not to the authentic illustrations of the Sacred 
History. It is enough to know that to the gardens and olive- 
yards which then, as now, — but probably with greater richness 
of foliage, and greater security of walls and watch-towers,-— 
covered the slopes of the hill, He resorted, as His countrymen 
must always have resorted, for retirement and refreshment from 
the crowded streets of the city. On one of the rocky banks of 
the mountain, immediately “ over against the Temple,'’ He sate^ 
The Last saw the sun go down over the city *, and foretold 

Prophecy.^ its final doom. Bethany, on the further side, was the 
home to which he retired ; any of the fig-trees which spring out 
of the rocky soil on either side of the road, might be the one 
which bore no fruit. On the wild uplands which immediately 
overhang the village, He finally withdrew from the eyes of His 
The Ascen- disciples, in a seclusion which, perhaps, could nowhere 
else be found so near the stir of a mighty city ; the 
Ibng ridge of Olivet screening those hills, and those hills the 
village beneath them, from all sound or sight of the city behind ; 
the view opening only on the wide waste of desert-rocks and 
over-descending valleys into the depths of the distant Jordan 
and its mysterious lake. At this point, the last interview took 
place. ‘‘ He led them out as far as Betliany and they 
** returned,” probably by the direct road, over the summit of 
Mount Olivet *. The appropriateness of the real scene presents 


^ Such at least is the probable inference 
Luke xxi. 37, that He was usually 
in the Temple for the daytime, and re- 
tired to the mountain in the eyening. 

From the circumstance that the gates 
of the dty are closed at sunset, few 
traTellers have erer seen this view of 
Jerusalem at the most impressive moment 
of the day. The only recorded instance 
is in Bartlett's Jerusalem Revisited, p. 

** Beautiful as this view was in 
Ike morning, it was far more striking 
wbm the son, nbont to sink in the west, 


cast a rich slanting glow along the level 
grassy area, and marble platform of the 
Temple enclosure, touching with gold the 
edge of the Dome of the Bock, and the 
light arabesque fountains with which the 
area is studded ; while the eastern wails 
and the deep valley below are thrown into 
a deep and solemn shadow, creeping, as 
the orb rinks lower, further and further 
towards the summit (of Olivet), i^pradiated 
with one parting gleam of roswe light, 
after all below was sunk in obscurity.” 

3 Lukexjuv. 50; Acts i. 12. SeeOh. XIV. 
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a singular contrast to the inappropriateness of that fixed by a 
later fancy, ‘‘ seeking for a sign/* on the broad top of the 
mountain, out of sight of Bethany, and in full sight of 
Jerusalem, and thus in equal contradiction to tlie letter and 
the spirit of the Gospel narrative. 

These are all the points which can be certainly connected 
with the life of Christ in Jerusalem and its neighbour- Condxuwoii. 
hood. Yet, perhaps, there is a general conclusion left by the 
whole, more instructive than any detail. 

At the sight of Delphi, there is one thought which rises, 
even above the deep solemnity of the spot, and that is the 
sense of its vacancy and desertion. The scene seemed, as I 
saw it many years ago, to be the exact echo of Milton*s noble 
lines — 

The oracles are dumb, 

No voice or hideous hum 
Runs thro* the arched roof in words deceiving : 

Apollo from his shrine 
Can no more divine, 

With hollow shriek the Steep of Delphos leaving.” 

Something akin to this sense of vacancy, though from a 
wholly different point of view, is that finally left on the mind 
after exploring the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. At first, 
there cannot but be something of a shock in seeing, before our 
eyes and under our feet, places in comparison with whose 
sanctity the High Altar of St. Peter’s would seem profane. 
Yet gradually this thought dissolves, and another comes in its 
place. These localities have, indeed, no real connection with 
Him. It is true that they bring the scene vividly before us; 
that, in many instances, as we shall see hereafter, they illus- 
trate His words and works in detail. But the more we gaze at 
^them, the more do we feel that this interest and instruction 
are secondary, not primary: their value is imaginative and 
historical, not religious. The desolation and degradation; 
wliich have so often left on those who visit Jerusalem the 
impression of an accursed city, read in this sense a true lesson : 
— ‘‘ He is not here : He is risen.’* . 
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THE HEIGHTS AND THE PASSES OF BENJAMIN. 

Joshua xviii. 11—13. “And the lot of the tribe of the children of 
Benjamin came up according to their families : and the * border* of their 
lot came fortlx between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph. 
And their border on the north side was from Jordan ; and the border went 
np to the ‘shoulder* of Jericho on the north side, and went up through 
the mountain * seaward * ; and the goings out thereof were at the wilder- 
ness of J3elh-aven, And the border went over from thence toward Luz, to 
the side of Luz (whicli is Beth-el), southward ; and the border descended to 
Aiarothadar, near the ‘mountain* that lieth on the south side of the 
nether Beth-hoi'ou.” 



• ^ 

Beijainui, the frontier tribe--Its independence. — I. The Fasges. 1. The 
Eaateni Passes, (a) Battle of Ai. (6) Battle of Miohmash. (c) 
Advance of Sennacherib. 2. The Western Passes — Battles of Beth* 
. horon — Joshua — ^Maccabsens — Cestius. II. The Heights. 1. Neby* 

Samwil or Hibeon. 2. Bethel — Abraham~>Jacob<--Jeroboain->Joslah. 

Hole on Bamah and Mizpeli. 



THE HEIGHTS AND THE PASSES OF 
BENJAMIN. 


Jerusalem, as we have seen, was on the very outskirts of 

Judah, only excluded from the territory of Benjamin 

by the circumstance, that at the division of the land 
I T, -ri tbefrontaer 

by Joshua, Jebus was not yet conquered. Indeed, in tribe of 

the blessing on Benjamin it would appear to be 

reckoned as his portion. “ The beloved of the Lord 

shall dwell in safety, and the * ‘ Most High ' shall cover him all 

the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders,* ~that 

is, between the rocky sides of Jerusalem. The southern frontier 

X)f the Benjamites ran through the ravine of Hinnom, and on 

them, if not exclusively, yet in common with the tiibe of Judah, 

rested the charge of “ driving out the Jebusites that inhabited 

Jerusalem 

This peculiar relation to Jerusalem may be traced in the 
whole history of Benjamin. It was the frontier tribe, and 
covered the debateable ground between the great rival families, 
and afterwards kingdoms, pf Judah and Ephraim. Alternately, 
it seems to have followed the fortunes of each. In earlier times 
it certainly clung to the kindred tribes of Joseph, which had 
been its associates in the passage through the wilderness*. 

* Deut. xxxiii. 12. The translation Jebusite* on the south.” See Appendix ; 
jhere given seems the most probable. , Catapfi, 

The word translated “shoulder” is the * The duty which, in Judges i. 21, is 
«ame that is usually employed (like our ascribed^ to Benjamin, is, m Joshua xv., 
BngUsh word) for the “ tdde” of a hill, 63, ascribed to Judah. 

/fcUd is so us^ of this very situation in * Numb. ii. 18—24. 

Josh, xviii. 16, “the ‘shoulder’ of ‘the 
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It tc^k its place with Ephraim and Manasseh in Hie gathering 
of the tribes under Deborah and Barak The bitterest enemies 
of the house of David~Saul, Shimei and Sheba — were Ben- 
jamites. It is expressly included under the house of Joseph, 
at the beginning of the national disruption as well as during 
its continuance *. Two of its most important towns, Bethel 
and Jericho, were within the territory of the northern kingdom. 
On the other hand, besides the fact that Jerusalem belonged 
to Judah, there must have been a portion at least which 
remained faithful to the house of David, in order to justify the 
expression that Rehoboam “ assembled all the house of Judah 
and the tribe of Benjamin**’ to fight against Jeroboam; 
Ramah, though once occupied by the kings of Samaria ^ seems 
to have been more generally included within the limits of 
Judah ; and, finally, after the return from the Captivity, the 
chiefs of Judah and Benjamin always ax)pear together at the 
head oT the restored people*. 

Small as the tribe was, this ambiguous situation gave it 
considerable importance, an importance which was increased 
by a further peculiarity of the Benjamite territoiy. Of all the 
tribes of Israel, none, except perhaps Manasseh, contained 
such important passes of communication into the adjacent 
plains ; none possessed such conspicuous heights, whether for 
defence or for ‘‘ high places ” of worship. These advantages, 
Indepen- hands of a hardy and warlike tribe, ensured an 

dent power independence to Benjamin, which the Hebrew records 
of the tribe. contrast with its numerical feebleness and 

limited territory; ‘‘Little Benjamin their ruler,” “Am not I 
a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel * ?” In his 
mountain passes — ^the ancient haunt of beasts of prey^ Ben- 
jamin “ravined as a wolf in the morning,” descended into the 
rich plains of Philistia on the one side, and of the Jordan on 
the other, and “returned in the evening to divide the spoil®.” 

' Judges y. 14. ^ Here was the “‘ravine* of Ze* 

* 2 Sam. ii. 9 ; Ps. Ixxx. 2. See holm,** or hyenas (1 Sam. xiii. 18), and 

Eoagstenberg, adloc. “Beth Shual,’* or the house of the fox. 

* 1 Kings xii. 21. The wolf is either the same as the hyena, 

4 X Kings XV. 17-*22. the Hebrew word being almost identical, 

4 i. 5 ; iv. 1 ; x. 9. or else has been extirpated. * 

^ ]Sb. Ixvlii. 27 ; 1 Sam, lx. 21, ^ xjIx, 27. 



THE HBIGHT9 FASW OF 

Ii 3 i, the troubled period of the Judges, the tribe of Beujamm 
maintained a struggle, unaided, and for some time mth sueeess, 
against the whole of the rest of the nation’. And to ihe latest 
times they never could forget that they had given birth to the 
first king. Even down to the times of the New Testament, 
the name of Saul was still preserved in their families ; and 
when a far greater of that name appealed to his descent, or to 
the past history of his nation, a glow of satisfaction is visible 
in the marked emphasis with which he alludes to the “ stock of 
Israel, the tribe of Benjamin*,’* and to God’s gift of “ Saul, the 
son of ‘ Kis’, a man of the tribe of Benjamin*.” 

I. Let us examine this peculiarity of position in detail, so 
far as it elucidates the events which have occurred on 
the territory of this illustrious tribe. I have already of Benja* 
said that the table-land on which Jerusalem is situated 
extends for some miles into the heart of the tendtory of Ben- 
jamin, Along this water-shed, the direct road from Jerusalem 
to the north is now and must always have been carried. But 
it is not on this ridge itself that the passes of Benjamin occur. 
They run, like all the valleys which deserve this name, in 
southern and central Palestine, not from north to south, but 
from east to west, or west to east; ofteil, as Dr, Eobinson 
observes, overlapping each other’s heads in the centre of the 
table -land from which they take their departure. 

From the Valley of the Jordan, accordingly, on the one hand, 
and from the Maritime Plain, on the other, two main ascents 
may be selected, in which almost all the important military 
operations of central Palestine are concentrated. 

1. Jericho was the key of the eastern pass. From tins 
point, the most direct, and without doubt the ancient TheEastera 
road into tlie interior of the country, was through the 
deep ravine now called the WAdy Harith^ which runs parallel 


* Judges XX. xxi. 

' ® Philippiansiii. 6. 

® Acts xiii. 21. Qischala, — which 
Jerome asserts (in contradiction to the 
Aposile*s own statement) to be the birth- 
place of the Apostle, hut^ which may 
possibly have been that of his parents, — 
was probably in Gfalilee. 


* This tract has been but very imper- 
fectly explored. All that Dr. Robinson 
saw, and all that we saw, was ihe W&dy 
Suweinit and the close of the W&dy 
Harith. See Robinson, vol. ii. 116, 307. 
(The authority here followed is the oral 
description and map of M. Van de Velde.) 
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to the deep chasm of the WAdy Kelt atid the Wady Stiweinit, 
imd then climbs into the heart of the mountains of Benjamin, 
till it meets the central ridge of the country at Bethel. Inde* 
finite as this description, in our imperfect state of information, 
must necessarily be, it agrees well with all the ancient notices 
of the communication between Jericho and the interior, in the 
Old Testament. At the Christian era it was apparently super- 
seded by the present road by Bethany to Jerusalem, of which I 
shall speak hereafter*. 

(a,) The first great ascent was that of Joshua. Jericho had 
Battle of been taken ; and the next step was to penetrate into 
the hills above. It was a critical moment, for it was 
exactly at the similar stage of their approach to Palestine from 
the south, that the Israelites had met with the severe repulse 
at Hormah, which had driven them back into the desert for 
forty years. Joshua,** accordingly, “ sent men from Jericho 
to ^ij which is beside Bethaven, on the east side of Bethel, 
and spake unto them, saying, Go up and view the country*.** 
The precise position of Ai is unknown; but this indication 
points out its probable site in the wild entanglement of hill and 
valley at the head of the W&dy Harith. The two attempts of 
the Israelites that followed upon the report of the spies, are 
quite in accordance with the natural features of the pass. In 
the first attempt, the inhabitants of Ai, taking advantage of 
their strong position on the heights, drove the invaders ‘‘ from 
before the gate*,” .... and smote them in “ the going down ’* 
of the steep descent. In the second attempt, after the Israelites 
had been reassured by the execution of Achan “ in the valley of 
Achor,** — probably one of the valleys opening into the Ghor, — 
the attack was conducted on different principles. An ambush 
was placed by night high up. in the Wady Harith, between 
Ai and Bethel. Joshua himself took up his position on the 
north side of “ the ravine,*’ apparently the deep chasm through 
which the Wddy Haritli, as before described, descends to the 

1 See Chapters VII. and XIII. breakings,*'* 'the fissures,* at the opening 

^ Joshua Tii. 2. of the passes 1 as in Isa. xxx. 12, 14, 

* **Evcn unto *the* Shebarim.** Ge- Ixy, 14 ; Ler, xxi. 19, xxiv. 20 ; Ps. lx. 

aenlus makes this *^even to destruction,” 2. (Thus Znnx, ad loc» *^bis zu deu 

AS in Lam. ii. 11, iii. 47 ; Prov. xvi. 18 ; BrU<^en.**} The LXX omits the words, 

fsa. i. 28. May it not be “cTen to * the 



W&dy,Kelt*. From Hiis point the army descended into the 
veHey» Joshua himself, it would seem, remaining on the 
heights ; and, decoyed by them, the King of Ai with his forces 
pursued them as before into the ** desert*** valley of the Jordan ; 
whilst the ambush, at the signal of Joshua’s uplifted spear, 
rushed down on the city ; and tlien, amidst the mingled attack 
at the head of the pass from behind, and the return of the 
main body from the desert of the Jordan, the whole population 
of Ai was destroyed. A heap of ruins on its site, and a huge 
•cairn over the grave of its last king, remained long afterwards 
as the sole memorials of the destroyed city*. 

(&.) The next time that the pass of Ai appears is in a situ- 
ation of events almost exactly reversed. The lowest Battle of 
depression which tlie Israelite state ever reached be- Michma*h. 
fore the Captivity, was in the disastrous period during the first 
struggles of the monarchy, when the Philistines, after the great 
victory over the sons of Eli, became the virtual masters of the 
'country ; and not content with defending their own rich plain, 
ascended the passes from the west*, and pitched in the heart 
of the mountains of Benjamin, in “ Michmasli, eastward from 
Bcth-aven.** The designation of the site of Miclimash is so. 
similar to that which is used to describe Ai, as inevitably to 
suggest the conjecture that it was the successor, if not to 
its actual site, at least to its general position ; and tliis agrees 
with the identification of the two in the conflicting traditions of 
the inhabitants of the modem village, by whose name (Mtikhm^s) 


. * Josh. Tiii. 11. TIjo use of the article 
and the word ge (raviue) Ideutifies the 
0 ceue. There is some uncertainty thrown 
over this part of the battle by the varia- 
tions of the LXX, who read the 11th, 12th, 
and 13th verses as follows : ^ * And all the 
people of war that were with him went 
ap, and in their march came before the 
oiiy on the east, and the ambush [was 
before] the city on the west.” 

^ Both words are used for the same 
region, “the plain” (arafta/t), viii. 14, 
“the wilderneiw” {midhar), 16, 20, 24. 

* Josh. viii. 28, 29. Two words are 
need in these two places, tel and gal: the 
indicating the ruin of the city itself 
other, the cairn over the king’s grave. 
It would almost seem, from the stress laid 


on the ruins, and from the disappearance 
of the name from this time forward, as if 
“Ai” (or, more strictly, Ha-ai, ruins) 
was a later name, to indicate its fall. 

* X Sara. xiii. 5. “The Philistines 
thered theraselvcs together to fight wfth 
Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six 
thousand horsemen, and people as the sand 
which is on the sea-shore in multitude : 
and they came up, and pitched in Mich* 
mash.” This is one of the places where 
it is difficult not to suspect the num- 
bers in the text. It should be observed, 
that the galheriug of the chariots and^ 
horsemen may, and indeed must, be 
understood to be on the Philistine plain, 
before the ascent of the xnouotalor 
p^ses. 
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aiicient i» now representedV Bafpire the|a<|e of 

this torribla visitation^ the people fled in all direotioi^sV Somo 
even took refuge beyond the Jordan. Most were sheltered in 
those hiding-places which all parts of Palestine, but especially 
the broken ridges of this neighbourhood, abundantly afford. 
The rocks are perforated in every direction with caves ** and 
holes,” and “ pits*,” — crevices and fissures sunk deep in the 
rocky soil, such as those in which the Israelites are described 
as concealing themselves. The name of Michmash (** hidden 
treasure*”) seems to be derived from this natural peculiarity. 
Saul himself remained on the verge of his kingdom, in the vale 
of the Jordan, at Gilgal. East and west, and north, through 
the three valleys which radiate from the uplands of Michmash 
— ^to Ophrah on the north, through the pass of Beth-horon on 
the west, and down “ the* ravine of the hyenas,” “ toward the 
wil4erness” of the Jordan on the east, — the spoilers went forth 
out of the camp of the Philistines \ 

. At last the spirit of the people revived. On the top of one 
of those conical hills which have been remarked as charac- 
teristic of the Benjamite territory, in his native Gibeali, Saul 
ventured to entrench himself, with Samuel and Ahiah* ; where 
Jonathan had already been at the time when his father was driven 
from his previous post at Michmash by the Philistine inroad*. 
From this point to the enemy’s camp was about three miles, 
and between them lay the deep gorge of the Wady Suweinit, 
or Harith, here called “the passage of Michmash,” which 


^ The x>easant8 of Miikhmd.s told us that 
the old name of their village was Medinet- 
Chat, adding ‘‘that the present name 
had been given about seventy years ago, 
and that it was called Makhmds by 
Aiabs, and Medinet-Chai by the Jews.” 
This statement in detail is clearly value- 
less ; but it may serve to explain the 
description of Medinet-Chai by Krafft. 

&ttGr, Jordan, pp. 625 — 627, and 
compare Schwarz, p. 84.) This view is 
attacked by Xiobinson in the Bibliotheca 
Sacra, vol. v. p. 93, No. xvii. 1848. 
See aiso Iiater Bib. J^s. 288. Van de 
Velde and Williama (ii. 378) fix the site 
•of Ai at Tcl-ol-Hajar, “the Mount of 
a little to the north of Michmash. 
lu this case the ravine which is spoken 
of fiorth of Ai must be, not the Wfidy 


Suweinit, or Harith, but that mai'ked 
in V. de Velde’s map as Wfidy Mutyah. 
These valleys are so similar in character 
that the general descriptions of the battle 
given in the text would apply almost 
equally to both. The name TeM’Hajar 
certainly agrees well with the curse on 
Ai, 2H being the same word used to 
express “the heap,” which was to take 
the place of the city, and the “Hajar,** 
or mound of stones, corresponding to the 
cairn over the dead king. 

3 1 Sam. xiii. 6, xiv. 11. ^ 

* From “(7awMW,” “laid up in store.' 
i. c. hidden. Beut. xxxii. 34. 

^ 1 Sam. xUi. 17, IS. 

* Ibid. xiiL 16, xiv. 2, <18. 

* Ibid. xiii. 16. 
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k diBsrmbed ad inmning between two jagged pointSi oi^ te^tb 
df tbe cliff*/* as the Hebrew idiom expressly calls them; the 
one called the ** Shining ” (Bozez), probably from some such 
appearance in the chtdky cliff; the other, “the Thom” 
(Seneh), probably from some solitary acacia on its top*, Im* 
mediately above, the garrison of the Philistines would seem to 
have been situated. It was up the steep sides of this ravine 
that Jonathan and his armour-bearer made their adventurous 
approach, and, aided by the sudden panic, and by the simul- 
taneous terror of the shock of an earthquake, the two heroes 
succeeded in dispersing the whole host. From every quarter 
the Hebrews took advantage of their enemies. From the top 
of Qibeah, the watchmen saw, and the King and the High- 
priest heard*, the signs of the wild confusion. In the camp of 
the Philistines the Israelite deserters turned against them. 
From the mountains of Ephraim on the north, the Israelites, 
who had hid themselves, “ followed hard after them in the 
battled” “ So the Lord saved Israel that day, and the battle 
passed over to Beth-aven*” (that is, Bethel). It passed over 
to the central ridge of Palestine ; it passed through the forest, 
now destroyed, where, from the droppings of the wild honey 
on the ground, the fainting warrior refreshed his parched lips*; 
it passed over to the other side, from the eastern pass of 
Michmash to the western pass of Aijalon, through which they 
fled into their plains ; “ and the people smote the Philistines*/' 
Then Saul “ went up " again into his native hills, “ and the 


^ The same expression is used for an 
eaglets eyriei (Job xxxiy. 28.) These 
jagged points I could not make out. Dr. 
Bobinson dwells npon them in both his 
toors. 

^ 1 Sam. xiv. 4. Seneh s= Acacia. 
See Chap. I. p. 17. 

^ 1 Sam. xiv. 16, 19. In the Hebrew 
text and the English Version we read 
that ^^Sanl said, ^ Bring hither the ark 
of God,’ for the ark of God was at that 
time with the children of Israel.” (1 
Sam. jdv. 18.) To this statement has 
justly been objected the improbability 
that the arJk should hare been at Giheah, 
against the natural inferences fbom the 
whole course of the prenoos and subset 
quent history, that it never left Kiijath- 


Jearim till its final entrance into Jeru- 
salem under David. This objection would 
be met by the reading of the LXX, which 
has for ** Bring hither the ark of God,” 
‘‘Bring hither the Ephod,” t. e, the 
pri^tly cape, dressed in which the High- 
priest delivered the oracle. That this 
should be on the spot is natural, not only 
from the presence of Ahiah himself, but 
from the nearness of Nob, the sacred 
city, where the Tabernacle was at this 
time situated. The Hebrew words for 
“ Ephod” and “Ark” are nearly alike^ 

* 1 Sam. xiv. 21, 22, 

* Ibid. 23. 

* Ibid. 25, 26. Compare 2 Kings 
ii. 24 ; and Chap. VII. 

7 1 Sam. xiv. SI. 
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jPhilistmes went to their own place ‘ ; ” and from that day, till 
the fatal rout of Oilboa, Israel was secure. 

(c.) There is yet one more passage of sacred poetry, if not 
Adrance of sacred history, which brings shortly before us the 
^erib by of the pass of Michmash. In the magni- 

thepass^of description of the advance of Sennacherib upon 

Michmash. Jerusalem, contained in the 10th chapter of the Pro- 
phecies of Isaiah, every step of his approach is represented, in 
order to give greater force to the sudden check which is in 
store for him. Whether he actually entered Judma by this 
road, or (as might perhaps be inferred, from the mention of 
Lachish as the point from which he eventually came up) by 
Esdraelon and the Maritime Plain, the selection of this route 
by the prophet shows that it was the ordinary approach. 

He is come to Aiath, he is passed to ‘ the precipice*; ’ at 
Mighmash he hath laid up his ‘ baggage.’ They are gone over 
the passage; they have taken up their lodging at Geba*.” 
This is the first day of the advance of the enemy. The great 
ravine is surmounted — they are encamped in the heart of tlie 
land; and the next morning dawns upon a terror-stricken 
neighbourhood. ‘‘ Eamah is afraid ; Gibeah of Saul is fled : 
lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim : cause it to be heard 
unto Laish, O poor Anathoth. Madmenah is removed ; the 
inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee. As yet shall 
he remain at Nob that day!” It is a short march of about 
seven miles ; but it has been long enough to scatter right and! 
left the population of all the most famous cities and villages of 
Benjamin ; and the evening finds him at Nob, apparently the 
sacred place, already mentioned, on the northern comer of 
Olivet, actually within sight of the Holy City. “He shall 
shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the 


1 1 Sam. xir. 40. 

3 In the interpretation of verse 28, 
much would depend on a more ceitain 
knowledge of the ground than we yet 
possess. , But it seems most probable 
&at the whole verse is an accumulation 
of expressions for the one event of the 
passage of the ravine of Michmash. If 
Ai was south, not north of the ravine^ 
** Aiath*' must be taken for a general 
iadioation of the whole locality. In 


confirmation of this, theLXX reads, ‘‘he 
shall come to Ai,** both before and after 
the mention of the passage of Michmash. 
If, however, Tel el-Hajar occupies the 
site of Ai, then the received text may 
safely stand. “Migron** (v. 28) cannot 
be the place mentioned in 1 Sam. xiv. 
2, near Gibeak — ^and had therefore best 
bo taken in its general meiiing of “ pre<» 
oiploe.’' (See Gesenius in voce*) 
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hill of Jerusalem.*’ But this is the end. Behold, the Lo:ed,. 
the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror, . . . , aud 
he shall cut down the thickest of the forest with iron, and 
Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one* And,’* in the place of 
that proud cedar, “ there shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots *.’* 

, 2. From the eastern we now turn to the western passes of 
Benjamin, at Beth-horon. Indeed, the incidents of 
the one almost involve the incidents of the other. Westeni 
‘‘From Michmash to Ajalon** was the necessary ^®*®®** 
result of a victory which drove the enemy straight across tlie 
country. 

The character of the descent from the hill-country of Juda3a 
into the plain of Philistia, is very different from that of the 
precipitous ravines which lead down into the great depression 
of the Jordan. The usual route of modern travellers from the 
^ western plain, is a gradual ascent through the rounded hills, 
and deep, though not abrupt valleys, which, beginning at the 
ancient fortress now called the “ Castle of the Penitent Thief ” 
(Castellum Boni LatroniSy corrupted into Ladroon**)^ con- 
tinues till it emerges on the open table-land of Jerusalem; and 
it is probably somewhere in this road, or its adjacent valleys, 
that we are to look for the scenes of the return of the Ark from 
the Philistines to Kirjath-jearim, and for the “ valley of ‘ the 
Terebinth*,’ ” in which they were defeated after David’s victory 
over Goliath. But this was not the usual route in ancient 
times, nor is it the most important in its bearing on the 
general course of Jewish history. Straight from the plain 
of Sharon a wide valley of corn-fields runs straight up into the 
hills, which here assume something of a bolder and higher 
form than usual. This is the valley of “Ajalon,” or “of 
Stags,” of which the name is still preserved in a little village 

1 Isaiah x. 28 — 34 ; xi. 1. The scene attacked by Joshua on leaving the moun* 
of the destruction of SennaclieriVs army tains, would be the last attacked by 
eannot be fixed with certainty. But it Sennacherib on leaving the plain ; and 
waa probably in his return though the thus the pass of Beth-horon, in whicis 
wegtem pass (described in the next the Talmudic tradition places the destmc- 
pages), Uiat his advance was arrested. tion of his army (see Lightfoot, ii. 18), 
He was coming from Ubnah in the would naturally be his approaoh to Jera- 
fhilistine plain, — ^tbis, in all probability, salem. 

the modern Blanche-Garde (see Chap- ^ 1 Sam. xvii. 2, 12* . See Appendix,r 
ter YI.},— -which, as it was Uie first city JSlah. 
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dll its southern fide, and of which the signification is said td 
be still justified by the gazelles^ which the peasants hunt on its 
mountain slopes. The valley is slightly broken by a low ridg6> 
on which stands the village of Beit-Nuba. Passing by two 
more hamlets, Beit-Sireh and Beit-Likhi, another ridge is 
crossed, and another village ; and from thence begins a gradual 
ascent, through a narrower valley, at the foot of which, though 
on an eminence, marked by a few palms, stands the village of 
Beit-ur el-tathi, whilst at the summit and eastern extremity 
of the pass stands the village of Beit-ur el-foka*. This is 
the pass of the Nether and Upper Beth-horon, “ the House of 
Caves,” of which there are still traces, though, perhaps, not 
enough to account for so emphatic a name. Three or four 
deep caverns are said to exist in a hill immediately south of 
Upper Beth-horon. From the Upper Beth-horon another 
descent and ascent leads to a ridge which commands the 
heights above El-Jib, — the modern village, which thus retains 
the name of Gibeon; and then once more a slight descent 
reaches that village, and from the village is mounted the high 
point, called Neby-Samwil, from which is obtained the first 
view of Jerusalem and its wide table-land. 

These details give the main points of the scene of the most 
important battle in the Sacred History. 

On acliieving the victory ,of Ai, the first march of the con- 
^ ^ quering army, so far as we can gather it from the 
Beth-horon narrative, was straight to the holy mountains of Ebal 
and Gerizira*. But the seat of the nation was still at 
the scene of its first entrance, deep down in the 
Jordan valley at Gilgal. There Joshua received the two em- 
bassies from the Gibeonites ; first, that which entrapped him 
into the hasty league, and next, that which summoned him to 
their defence \ This summons was as urgent as words can 

^ “Ajalon,” stags or gazelles. “There and “the Upper.’* The interpretation 

would be many gazelles here” was the put by the peasants on the names is the 

answer of our muleteer, a native of one “house of the eye;” “upper” and 

of the adjacent villages, “if they were “lower” being interpreted to mean 

not all shot, and there are many foxes.” “the eye turned up,” or “the eye 

This last agrees with the juxta-posi- turned down.** Schwarz (140 — ^147) 

tion of the name of Ajalon with “Shaal- needlessly doubts the ideiti^ of Beit-ur 

him’* (jackals), in Judges i. 85; Josh. el-foks. 

xlx. 42. ® Jodi. viii. 80. 

3 These modem names are clearly cor- ♦ Josh. ix. 6, z. 6. 
ruptions of Beth-horon, “the Ne^er,** 
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doBcnbe. It was a stniggle of life aiid death for which his aid 
was demanded; not only for Gibeon, but for the Israelites. 
They had hitherto only encountered the outskirts of the 
Canaanitish tribes. Now they were to meet the whole force 
of the hills of southern Palestine. The King of Jerusalem, 
the King of Hebron, the King of Jarmuth, the King of Lachish. 
the King of Eglon,** — two of them the rulers of the chief cities 
of the whole country, — “gathered themselves together, and 
went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon. 
And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to 
Gilgal, saying, Slack not th}^ hand from thy servants ; come 
up to us quickly, and save us, and help us : for all the kings of 
the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together 
against us\’* 

Not a moment was to be lost. As in the battle of Marathon, 
everytliing depended on the suddenness of the blow which 
should break in pieces the hostile confederation. On the 
former occasion of Joshua’s visit to Gibeon, it had been a 
three days’ journey from Gilgal, as according to the slow pace 
of eastern armies and caravans it might well be. But now by 
a forced march “Joshua came unto them suddenly, and went up 
from Gilgal all night.” When the sun rose behind him, he 
was already in the open ground at the foot of the heights of 
Gibeon, where the kings were encamped. As often before and 
after, so now, “ not a man could stand before ” the awe and the 
panic of the sudden sound cf that terrible shout, the sudden 
appearance of that undaunted host, who came with the assu- 
rance “ not to fear, nor to be dismayed, but to be strong and of 
a good courage : for tlie Lord had delivered their enemies into 
their hands*.’' The Canaanites fled down the western pass, 
and “ the Lord discomfited them before Israel, and slew them 
witli a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along the 
way that goeth up to Beth-horon*.” This was the fii’st stage of 
the flight — in the long ascent which has been indicated from 
Gibeon towards Beth-horon the Upper. “ And it came to pass 
a$ they fled from before Israel, and were in tlie going down 

^ Josh. X. 1 — e. I have dwelt on tho * Josh. x. 8, 25. 
spibed required, because it ia the chief * Ibid 10, 

|)olbt of the whole narrative. 
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0t Beth'^horon, that the Lord cast great stones from heayen 
npon them unto Azekah */* This was the second stage of the 
flight. The fugitives had outstripped the pursuers ; they had 
crossed the high ridge of Beth-horon the Upper ; they were in 
full flight down the descent to Beth-horon the Nether ; when, 
as afterwards in the fight of Barak against Sisera, one of the 
fearful tempests which from time to time sweep over the hills 
of Palestine, burst upon the disordered army, and “ they were 
more which died with hailstones than they whom the children 
of Israel slew with the sword*.” 

It is at this point that “ the Book of Jasher ” presents us 
witlx that sublime picture, which however variously it always 
has been and i)erhaps always will be interpreted, we may here 
take as we find it there expressed*. On the summit of the 
pass where is now the hamlet of the Upper Beth-horon, look- 
ing far down the deep descent of all the westwai'd valleys, 
with the broad green vale of Ajalon unfolding in the distance 
into the open plain, with the yet wider expanse of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea beyond, stood the Israelite chief. Below him was 
rushing down in wild confusion the Amorite host. Around 
him were all his people of war and all his mighty men of 
valour.” Behind him were the hills ^ which hid Gibeon — the 
now rescued Gibeon — from liis sight. But the sun stood high 
above those hills, — “ in the midst of heaven';” for the day had 
now far advanced since he had emerged from his night march 
through the passes of Ai ; and in front, over the western vale of 
Ajalon, was the faint figure of the crescent moon visible above 
the hailstorm, which was fast driving up from the sea in the 
valleys below. Was the enemy to escape in safety, or was the 
speed with which Joshua had “ come quickly and saved and 
helped ” his defenceless allies, to be still rewarded before the 
close of that day by a signal and decisive victory ? 

^ Josh. X. 11. ^ any spot on these hills whence Gibeon 

3 Ibid. Compare Judg. iv. 15, r. 20 ; and Ajalon can both be seen at once. 
1 Sam. vii. 10. Joseph. Ant. V. i. 17. Schwarz (141) incorrectly says, ‘‘from 

^ The extract from the Book of Jasher this peak one can see GiWn on the east 
k probably from yerse 12 to verse 15, and Ajalon on the west.’^ 
the reference being inserted in the middle. The emphatic expression (v. 18) not 

* The only drawback from the exact simply “in the midst ** Jj^nt “in the bl- 
appropriateness of this spot is, that section of the heavens, *^seems intended 
Oibeon itself is not visible, nor is there to indloate noonday. 
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Doubtless with outstretched hand and speair, ‘*the hand that 
he drew hot back, when he stretched out the spear, until lie 
had utterly destroyed the inhabitants of Ai,** then spake 
Joshua to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered the 
Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight 
of Israel, 

* Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ; 

‘ And thou Moon, in the valley of Ajalon/ 

** And tlie sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the 
people had avenged themselves upon their enemies*.*' 

So ended the second stage of the flight. The third is less 
distinct, from a variation in the text of the narrative*. But 
following what seems the most probable reading, the pursuit 
still continued; “and the Lord smote them to Azekah and 
unto Makkedah, and these five kings fled and hid themselves 
in a cave at Makkedah.** But Joshua halted not when he was 
told: the same speed was still required, the victory was not 
yet won. “ Roll great stones,*' he said, “ upon tlie mouth of 
the cave, and set men by it for to keej) them : and stay ye not, 
but pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost of 
them ; suffer them not to enter into their cities : for the Lord 
hath delivered them into your hand.** We know not precisely 
the position of Makkedah, but it must have been probably at 
the point where the mountains sinlc into the plain* that this 
last struggle took place; and thither at last to the camp at 
Makkedah “ all the people of Israel returned in peace ; none 
moved his tongue against any of the peoifle of Israel.** There 
was enacted, as it would seem, the last act of the same eventful 
day ; the five kings were brought out and slain, and hanged on 
five trees until the evening, when at last that memorable Sun 


' The MussTilmana’ version of this 
^ent is that it was the battle which 
Oosqnered Jericho, and that the day was 
Fri^y, and was lengthened in order to 
avoid the violation of the Sabbath, which 
'^rould have begun at snnset; hence, it 
was said, the sacredness of the Mussulman 
Friday. Buckingham heard this story 
from the Arabs at Jericho (p. 302). 

; * Joshua X. 15 may either have been 
fransposed from x. 43, or may be taken 
is part of the extract from the Book of 
lasher,— winding up the whole account 


of the war. (Sco Keil’s Joshua, p. 179.) 
In the JjXX it is altogether omitted. 

^ This follows from its being men** 
tioned among the cities of the Philistine 
plain (Shephelah), on the one hand 
(Joshua XV. 41), and from the mention 
of the large cave, only to be found in the 
mountains, on the other band (Joshua 
X. 17). ^e position a&signed to it by 
Eusebius, eight miles east of Eleuthero- 
polls, is hn^dly compatible with this 
narrative. 

r a 
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went down. ** It came to pass at tlie time of the going down 
of the suBy that Joshua commanded^ and they took them 
down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they 
had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave’s mouth. . • • « 
And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the 
edge of the sword, and the king thereof he utterly destroyed, 
them, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain*.” 
And then followed the rapid succession of victory and extermi- 
nation which swept the whole of southern Palestine into the 
hands of Israel. The possession of every place, sacred for 
them and for all future ages, from the plain of Esdraelon to 
the southern Desert — Shechem, Shiloh, Gibeon, Bethlehem, 
Hebron, — ^v'^as, with the one exception of Jerusalem, involved 
in the issue of that conflict. “ And all these kings and their 
land did Joshua take at one time, because the Lord God of 
Israel fought for Israel. And Joshua returned, and all Israel 
with* him, unto the camp to Gilgal*.” 

In comparison with this scene, to which “ there was no day 
like, before or after it,” it seems trivial to descend to 
^th-horon lesser events which illustrate the same points, 
under Mac- But this pass was, as might naturally be expected 
cabsBOfl, position, the scene of one, if not two, battles 

with the Philistines at the commencement of David’s reign*. 
And the recollection of that first victory of their race may well 
have inspirited Judas Maccabseus, who, himself a native of the 
neighbouring hills, won his earliest fame in this same going 
up and coming down of Beth-horon,’^ where in like manner 
the/ residue ” of the defeated army fled into ‘‘the plain,” 
“ into the land of the Philistines unto Gazera And again. 
Defeat of same plain was carried the great Boman 

Cestius. road from CeBsarea to Jerusalem, up wliich Cestius 
advanced at the flrst onset of the Boman armies on the capital 
of Judaea, and down which he and the whole force were driven 
by the insurgent Jews®. By a singular coincidence the same 
scene thus witnessed the first and tlie last great victory that 
crowned the Jewish arms at the interval, of nearly fifteen 
hundred years. From their camp at Gibeon, the Bomans, as 

« 

1 Josh. X. 22>~28. the Beth-horon pass is fixed by Josh. zr:. 

* Josh. X. 42, 43. 3, 9, 10. 

* FromGibeon(LXX.) toGazer,2 Sam. * 1 Macc. iii. 16, 24 ; lii. 57 ; iv. 15. 
V« 1 Ohr. XT. 16; zxi 4. The ® Josephus, Bell. Jud. II. xix. 

of Gaser as at the W. end of 
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the Canaanites before 'them, were dislodged ; they fled m 
similar confusion down the ravine to Beth-horon, the steep 
cliffs and the rugged road rendering their cavalry unavailable 
against the merciless fury of their pursuers ; they were only 
saved, — as the Canaanites were not saved, — by the too rapid 
^descent of the shades of night over the mountains, and under 
the cover of those shades they escaped to Antipatris in the 
plain below. Ages afterwards, the Crusading armies, in the 
vain hope of reaching Jerusalem, advanced up the same valleys 
from their quarters at Ascalon and Jaffa, and the last eastern 
point at which Richard encamped was at Beit-Nuba, in the 
Avide vale of Ajalon. A well near the village of Ajalon bears the 
name of Bir el-Khebir, “ the well of the hero.*' It is a strange 
complexity of associations which renders it doubtful whether 
“ the hero ” so handed down by tradition be the great leader of 
the hosts of Israel, or the flower of English chivalry. 

II. From the passes of the tribe of Benjamin we turn by a 
natm’al connection to those remarkable heights which Heights of 
guard their entrance into the table-land, and Avhich Benjamin, 
diversify Avith their pointed summits tliat table-land itself. 
The very names of the towns of Benjamin indicate how emi- 
nently they 2)artook of this general characteristic of the position . 
of Judsean cities — Gibeah — Geba — Gibeon, all signifying 
“hill,*' — Ramah, “the high idace,” — Mizpeh, “the watch- 
tower. “ And it has been already observed hoAV from these 
heights to tlie north of Jerusalem, is in all likelihood derived 
the ancient image of God “ standing about his people." On 
most of them it is needless to enlarge. El-Bireh, “ The well," 
the ancient Becroth, is remarkable as the first halting-place of 
caravans on the northern road from Jerusalem, and therefore, 
not improbably, the scene of the event to which its monastic 
tradition lays claim, — the place where the “parents" of Jesus 
“ sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance, and when 
they found him not, turned back again to Jerusalem." Er- 
Ram, marked by the village and green patch on its summit — 
the most conspicuous object from a distance in the approach to 
Jerusalem from the south — is certainly “ Ramah of Benjamin." 
Tuleil el-Ffll, distinguished by its curiously Icnohbed and double 
top, is in all probability Gibeah, the birth-place of Saul, and 
i during his reign the capital of his tribe and kingdom, and 



&dia him denying the name of GiBeah of Satil V’ as before 
** of Benjamin*;”— the hill of Benjamin,” or *^'of Saul.” Jnst 
out of sight of Jerusalem, Anathoth, the birth-place of Jeremiah, 
looks down on the Dead Sea. Jeba, on the wild hills between 
Gibeah and Michmash, is clearly Geba,” famous as the scene 
of Jonathan’s first exploit against the Philistines*. From its 
summit is seen northward the white chalky height of Rtimmdn, 
overhanging the Jordan “wilderness,” “the ‘cliff’ Eimmon,” 
where the remnant of the Benjamites maintained themselves in 
the general ruin of their tribe\ Further still, is the dark 
conical lull of Taiyibeh, with its village perched aloft, like 
tliose of the Apennines, the probable* representative of Ophrah 
of Benjamin* ; in later times “ the city called Ephraim ” “ near 
to the wilderness,” to which our Lord retired after the raising 
of Lazarus', 

1. *But two of these heights stand out in historical import- 
ance from all the rest. Of all the points of interest 
Samwil about Jerusalem, none perhaps gains so much from 
or Giboon. actual visit to Palestine as the lofty peaked emi- 
nence which fills up the north-west corner of the table-land; 
seen in every direction, the highest elevation in the whole 
country south of Hermon, commanding a view far wider than 
that of Olivet, inasmuch as it includes the western plain and 
Mediterranean Sea on one side, as w^ell as Olivet and Jerusalem 
in the distance backed by the range of Moab. It is in fact the 
point from which travellers mounting by the ancient route 
through the pass of Beth-horon obtained their earliest glimpse 
of the interior of the hills of Palestine. “ It is a very fair and 
delicious place^” says Maundeville, “ and it is called Mount- 
Joy, because it gives joy to pilgrims’ hearts ; for from that 
place men first see Jerusalem.” And it was probably on that 
height that Richard Coeur de Lion, advancing from his camp 
in the vaUey of Ajalon, stood in sight of Jerusalem, but buried 

^ 1 Sam. X. 26 ; xi. 4 xr. 84 ; 2 had dispossessed the Philistines. In 2 
Sam. xxi. 6 ; Isa. x. 20. Kings xxiii. 8 ; Zech. xiv. 10, it is spoken 

- 1 Sam. xiii. 2, 15, 16 ; xiv. 16 ; 2 of as the northern boundary of the king- 
Sam. xxiii, 29, dom of Judnb. 

* 1 Sam. xiii. 3. In xiii. 16 ; xiy, 5, * Judg. xx. 47, 4 

, “Qeba” is wrongly rendered “Gibeah;” * See Robinson, ii. 124. 

Saul and Jonathan having evidently ® Josh, xviii. 23 ; 1 Sam. xiii. 17, 

setiicd the stronghold from which they ? John xi. 54. 



Im fme in Ms armour, mUx the uoble exclamation> Ah ! Lord 
God, I pray that I may never see thy Holy City, if so be t^t 
I may not rescue it from the hands of thine enemies*.” 

It can only be from the uncertainty of its ancient identity 
that it has been passed over by modern travellers in com- 
parative silence. At present it bears the name of Neby-Samwil, 
which is derived from the Mussulman tradition — now per- 
petuated by a mosque and tomb — that here lies buried the 
prophet Samuel*. In the time of the Crusaders it was regai’ded 
- — not unnaturally, if they merely considered the grandeur of 
the position — as the site of the great sanctuary of Shiloh. In 
the manifest impossibilities of eitlier of these assumptions, it 
has by the latest investigators been identified with Mizpeh. 

But a closer examination of its position will x)robably lead 
to a more certain and satisfactory result. It stands, as we have 
already seen, at the head of the of Beth-lioron ; and on a 
lower eminence at its northern roots, one of those rounded hills 
which characterise especially the western formation of Judeea, 
rises the village of El-Jib, wdiicli, both by its name and 
situation, is incontestably identified with the ancient Gibeon. 
Gibeon was the head of the po^verful Hivite league which 
included three of the adjacent towns, Beei’otli, Ivirjath-jeax*im,,. 
and Chexihirali*; and this circumstance, with its important 
post as the key of Ike pass of Beth-lioron, made it “ a great 
city^” and, though not under royal government, equal in rank 
to “ one of the royal cities ; ” celebrated for its strength and 
the wisdom of its inhabitants*. Hence it was that the raising 
of the siege of Gibeon, as already described in the account of 
the battle of Beth-horou, was so vital to tiie conquest of 
Canaan. But the chief fame of Gibeon in later times was not 
derived from the city itself, but from the great high place*” 
hard by ; wliither, after the destruction of its seat at Nob or 


* Gibbon, c. ^9, (but inaccurately) from 
Joinville (part 2). Joinville mentions no 
place. But Vinisauf, though without the 
speech, relates the king’s ascent of a hill ; 
and Coggeshaile (p. 823), though without 
any allusion to this story, speaks of his 
visit to a hermit “apud Samuelem in 
monte quodam,” which can hardly be 
. anything else l^an Neby-SamwtL And 
t no other suits Kxehard’s positioiL 


® “He built the tomb in his life* 
time,’* said the Mussulman guardian cf 
the mosque to us, “but was not buried 
here till after the expulsion of the 
Greeks.” 

* Josh. ix. 17. 

^ Josh. X. 2. 

* Josh. ix. 4 ; X. 2. 

^ 1 Kings iii. 4 : ix. 2 ; 2 Chroii. 

3 , 13 . ^ 
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Olivet, tlie tabernacle was brought, and where it remained till 
it was thence removed to Jerusalem by Solomon, It can 
hardly be doubted that to this great sanctuary the lofty height 
of Neby-Samwil, towering immediately over the town of El-Jib, 
exactly corresponds. The tabernacle would be appropriately 
transferred to this eminence, when it could no longer remain 
at Nob on the opposite ridge of Olivet ; and, if this peak were 
thus the “ great high place ** of Solomon’s worship, a signi- 
ficance is given to what otherwise would be a blank and 
nameless feature in a region where all the less conspicuous 
liiUs are distinguished by some historical name. This would 
then be a ground for the sanctity with which the Mussulman 
and Christian traditions have invested it, as the Eamah and 
the Shiloh of Samuel, even though those traditions themselves 
are without foundation. In Epiphanius* time* it still bore 
the name of the Mountain of Gibeon ; and from its conspicuous 
height, the name of “Gibeon” (“belonging to a hill”) was 
naturally derived to the city itself, which lay always where 
its modern representative lies now, on the lower eminence. 
From thence the Gibeonitcs “ hewed the wood ” of the 
adjacent valley, and “drew the water*” from the springs and 
tanks with which its immediate neighbourhood abounds, and 
carried them up to the Sacred Tent ; and there attended the 
“altar of the Lord,” which, from its proud elevation, over- 
looked the wide domain of Israel. 

The same point — although here one must speak more doubt- 
fully — was probably “ the hill of God®,” which, from its com- 
manding situation, was garrisoned by the Philistines in the 
time of Samuel to guard the pass, and on which, for a similar 
reason, though with a different object, the prophets assembled 
on “ the high place,” whence they were descending when Saul 
met ‘them on his return from the neighbourhood of Bethlehem 
to his own home at Gibeah\ Probably, too, it is “ the 

^ Epiph. (Hser. 894). ** The mountain LXX, 13, for ‘‘high place,’*) is not 
of Oibeon, eight miles from Jerusalem, Gibeah. But the mention of the high 
ia the highest'' This identifies it with above and the city helm (x. 5), 

Neby-Samwil, and the arrival of Saul thither, appa- 

* Josh. ix. 27. rently before his return home, is in 

* 1 Sam. X. 5. favour of the view given iti the text. It 

* It is of course doubtful whether might however, be Bethel 
^‘the hill” mentioned in x. 5, 10, (and. 
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mountain ” where the Gibeonites hung up tlie seven sons of 
Saul ‘‘ before the Lord,** that is, before the tabernacle on its 
summit, in revenge for the massacre of their kindred by Saul*. 

2. From the sanctuary which guarded the entrance into 
Judfiea from the west, we advance naturally to the still 
greater sanctuary which guarded it on the north and 
east. As the passage of Beth-horon led up to Gibeon, so tlie 
passage of Michmash and Ai led up to Bethel. Bethel lay in 
the direct thoroughfare of Palestine*; whether the course of a 
conqueror Or a traveller brought him through the long valley 
so often described from the bed of the Jordan, or through the 
moimtains of Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim, north and south, 
he could not avoid seeing the heights of Bethel. Hence arises 
what may be called its i)eculiar antiquity of interest. It tlms 
comprises (with the single exception of Shechem) a longer 
series of remarkable scenes of Sacred History than has fallen 
to the lot of any other sjjot in Palestine. 

It was the first place where Abraham is said to have “ pitched 
his tent’* Avhen he ‘‘journeyed” “through the land,” “going 
on still towwd the south,” on his w^ay to Egypt*; and to the 
same spot, “ even to the place where his tent liad been at the 
beginning, unto the place of the altar wdiich he had made there 
at the first‘,” (so emphatically is tlie locality marked) he came 
again, on his return from Egypt, as to the familiar g^nctuary 
scene of his first encampment. The tent and altar and view of 
were not, however, strictly speaking, at Bethel, but on 
“ the mountain east of Bethel, having Bethel on the "svest, and 
Ai on the east*.” This is a precision the more to be noticed, 
because it makes the \vhole difference in the truth and vividness 
of the remarkable scene which follows. Immediately east of 
the low gray hills, on which the Canaanitish Luz and the 

* 2 Sam. xxi. 9. Here again (if the up to “Bethel,” Judg. xx. 31 ; “the 
text is rightly translated) the comparison highway that goeth up from Bethel to 

with verse 6, (“We will hang them up Shcchem,” Judg. x.\i. 19. 
unto the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, whom ® Gen. xii. 8, 9. 
the Lord did choose”) suggests the iden- ^ Gen. xiii. 3, 4. 
tification of the mountain of the Lord * Gen. xii. 8. It is this, apparently, 
withGibeah. But the expression **moun- which is called the mountain of Beth^. 
fa»»”and “before the Lord” are hardly Josh. xvi. 1; 1 Sam. xiU. 2; 2 Kbg» 
auitable to anything, except the high xxiii. 16, where in all cases the context 
;; place of the Tabernacle. implies a situation east of the town. 

. . * Compare, “ the highway” that goeth 



Jewish Bethel afterwards stood, rises, -^s tiie highest of a 
BUeeession of eminences, each now marked by some vestige of 
ancient edifices, — a conspicuous hill; its topmost summit 
resting, as it were, on the rocky slopes below, and distinguished 
from them by the olive-grove which clusters over its broad 
surface above. From this height, thus offering a natural base 
for the patriarchal altar, and a fitting shade for the patriarchal 
tent, Abraham and Lot must be conceived as taking the wide 
survey of the country ** on the right hand and on the left,*^ 
such as can be enjoyed from no other point in the neighbour- 
hood. To the east there rises in the foreground the jagged 
range of the hills above Jericho ; in the distance the dark wall 
of Moab ; between them lies the wide valley of the Jordan, its 
course marked by the tract of forest in which its rushing stream 
is enveloped; and down to this valley a long and deep ravine, 
not^^, as always, the main line of communication by which it is 
approached from the central hills of Palestine — a ravine rich 
with vine, olive, and fig, winding its way tlirough ancient 
reservoirs and sepulchres, remains of a civilisation now extinct, 
but in the times of the patriarchs not yet begun. To the south 
and the west the view commanded the bleak hills of Judtea, 
varied by the heights crowned with what were afterwards the 
cities of Benjamin, and overhanging what in a later day was to 
bo Jerusalem*, and in the fiir distance the southern range on 
whose slope is Hebron. Northward are the hills which divide 
Judfea from the rich plains of Samaria. 

This is the view which was to Abraham what Pisgah was 
afterwards to his great descendant. This was to the two lords 
of Palestine, then almost ‘‘ free before them, where to choose," 
what in Grecian legends is represented under the figure of 
the Choice of Hercules; in the fables of Isl^m under the 
story of the Prophet turning back from Damascus*. “And 
Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the ‘ round ^ of ‘ the * 
Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere . . . even as the 
garden of the Lord, like unto Egypt." He saw not, indeed, 
the tropical fertility and copious streams along its course. But 
he knew of its fame, as of the garden of Eden, as of the valley 

^ A white building close to the outskirts of Jerusalem is Tisible, but not (he 
city itself. * See Chapter XIL 
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of ti^e Nile ; no crust of salt, no volcanic convulsions had as 
yet blasted its verdure, or touched the secure civilisation of the 
early Phoenician settlements which had struck root within its 
deep abyss. Then Lot chose him all the ^ round ’ of * the ’ 
•Jordan, and Lot journeyed east; and they separated themselves 
one from the other .... and Lot dwelt in the cities of the 
‘ round * of ‘ the * Jordan, and pitched his tent towards Sodom. 
But the men of Sodom were wucked and sinners before the 
Lord exceedingly. And tlie Lord said unto Abram after that 
Lot had separated from him, ‘ Lift up now thine eyes, and look 
from the place where thou art, northward and southward, and 
eastward and westward ; for all the land which thou seest, to 
thee I will give it, and to thy seed for ever .... and I will 
make thy seed as the dust of the earth, so that if a man can 
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed be numbered. 
Aj^ise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the 
breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee*." Those bleak hills 
were indeed to be the site of cities whose names would be held 
in honour after tlie very ruins of the seats of a corrupt civilisa- 
tion in the garden of the Joi’dan had been swept away; that 
dreary view, unfolded then in its primeval desolation before 
the eyes of the now solitary Patriarch, would be indeed peopled 
with a mighty nation through many generations ; with mighty 
recollections “ like the dust of the earth in number, for ever.” 

The next scene is less easily identified. Yet thus much may 
be siiid. The western slopes of tlie ridge just described Sanctunry 
are crossed by the track which the thoroughfare of of Jacob, 
centuries has vrorn in the central route of Palestine. This 
track winds through an uneven valley, cohered, as with grave- 
stones, by large sheets of bare rock ; some few here and there 
standing up like the cromlechs of Druidical monuments. It is 
impossible not to recall, in this “stony territoxy*" the wanderer 
who “ went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran ; and 
he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, 
because the sun was set ; and he took of tlie stones of that 
place and put them for his pillow, and lay down in that place 

' Q«n. xiii. 10 — 17. record of the stony territory, where he 

2 xxriii. 10 — 17. **The nature *took of the stones of that place.”* 

(f the suil is an existing comment on the (Clarke, rol. ir. p. 237.) 

I ' 
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to sleep.” Then rose the vision of the night. The stones 
around seemed to form themselves into the steps of a vast 
* staircase*' ‘‘whose foot was set upon the earth,” — on the 
bare sheet of rocky ground on which the sleeper lay, “and 
whose top reached to heaven,” — into the depths of the starry 
sky, which, in that wide and open space, with no intervening 
tree or tent, was stretched over his head. “ And Jacob awaked 
out of his sleep, and said. Surely the Lord is in this place, and 
I knew it not ; and he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is 
this place this is none other than the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven.” Such was the beginning of Beth-El, 
“ the House of God,” the place wdiich bore, amidst all the sub- 
sequent sanctuaries of the Holy Land, the distinctive name 
which has since spread to every holy place throughout the 
world, its connection with the scene is best expressed in the 
wahderer's own words, “ The Lord is in this place, and I knew 
it not.” There is, indeed, nothing to indicate the Divine 
Presence ; no religio loci, no awful shades, no lofty hills. 
Bare wild rocks, a beaten thoroughfare, are the only features 
of this primeval sanctuary of God. Nature itself there teaches 
us, that if He could, in such a scene, so emphatically reveal 
Himself to the houseless exile, He “ is with him,” and with 
His true* servants, everywhere, and will “ keep them in all 
places whither they go.” 

From that rude beginning — the rough “ stone that Jacob set 
up for a pillar® ” — grew the sanctuary of Bethel. First, rose 
the altar which he himself built there on his return. Beneath 
was the ‘ Oak of Tears,’ beside which, in the valley below, 
Deborah was buried*. Then it became the seat of the assem- 
blies gathered there in the time of the Judges \ Finally, when 
it seemed on the point of being superseded by the new sanctuary 
at Jerusalem, it assumed a fresh importance as the Holy Place 
of the northern kingdom. 

It is in this last aspect that its remaining history is remark- 

^ So tlie word should be rendered ; oak as that referred to in 1 Sam. x. 3 

ladder” is merely a translation from (though there translated “plain”); and 
the LXX. in 1 Kings xiii. 14. , 

" ' xxviii. 18. ♦ Judg, xx. 18, 26. tThe words are in 

* A whit^tv. 6 — 8. ’ Allon-bachuth= both cases translated “the House ot 
city itself. ^his is probably the same God,” 



able. In ancient times, before the conquest of Joshua^ there 
liad idready existed on the spot a Canaanitish city ganctuAry 
named Luz*, situated on the western slope of the 
mountain of Abraham's altar; the same, probably, Tribes, 
whose inliabitants came forth to assist their neighbours of Ai 
when attacked by Joshua *• It was not taken at that time, and 
seems long to have resisted the invaders. At last it fell before 
the arms, not of the little tribe of Benjamin, within whose 
territory it was included, but of the powerful house of Joseph, 
who attacked it from the nortli, and who thus acquired pos- 
session of it for their descendants, though properly speaking it 
had been allotted to Benjamin*. In this respect there is a 
singular analogy between Bethel and Jerusalem. Each, situ* 
ated in the tribe of Benjamin, resisted, by a strong position, 
the first shock of the conquest ; and being ultimately taken, 
not by that tribe itself, but the one by Judah on the south, the 
other by Ephraim on the north, passed out of the history of 
Benjamin into that of these two powerful neighbours^ And 
the frontier which at Jerusalem had been originally drawn by 
the ravine of the Kedron and of Hinnom, at Bethel was drawn 
by the gorge of the Wudy Haritli, w’hich has been so often 
mentioned as the pass from Jericho, and which in later times 
served the purpose of the southern boundary of the northern 
kingdom. Bethel thus became doubly important to the new 
state ; first as a strong frontier-fortress, but still more as a 
sanctuary, foxmded on the holiest recollections, and in a great 
measure supplying the place which Shiloh had of old filled in 
the same great tribe of Ephraim. ^Yhat structure there may 
have been in former ages commemorating the Vision of Jacob, 
it is impossible now to determine. Tlie “ House of God,” the 
“Beth-El,” described as the scene of the assemblies in the 
period of the Judges, was probably some rude monument of 
primitive times, bearing the same relation to the jeroboam'a 
Temple which Jeroboam afterwards built near or Temple, 
round it, as the original sanctuary of the Mahometan world — 
known by the very same name, Beit-Allahi the “ House of 
God,” — bears to the elaborate enclosure with which Mussulman 


^ Judges i. 23 ; xvi. 1. 


3 Joshua Till. 17. 


8 Judges i. 22—25 
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devotion has since surrounded it. On both of the two lower 
eminences which overhang the modem village, are ruins which 
may possibly indicate the site of Jeroboam’s Temple. Above 
it, on the east, are the higher mountains and hills/’ to which 
(in the language* of Hosea) the inhabitants of Bethel would in 
the day of their shame call to “ cover ” and to “ fall on them.” 
It was built, we cannot doubt, with all the splendour which his 
' acquaintance with Egyptian worship*, and liis desire to emulate 
the glory of the rival sanctuary of Jerusalem, would necessarily 
dictate. It was, we know, regarded emphatically as “ the king's 
sanctuary y' as “ the king's hoiise^; ” with a high priest\” and 
‘Hhe noise of songs,” and the melody of viols,” and “burnt- 
offerings and meat-offerings,” and “ feast days,” and “ solemn 
assemblies*.” And it was on the greatest of those feast days, 
“the fifteenth day of the eighth month,” which Jeroboam had 
“ devised out of his own heart,” in imitation of the great Teast 
of Tfilbemacles which Solomon had chosen for the festival of 
the dedication of the Temple on Mount Moriah, that Jeroboam 
took his place by the altar which stood before the statue of the 
Golden Calf, and was interrupted at the very moment of in- 
auguration by the sudden and awful apparition of the Man of 
God from Judah *. In that story and its consequences is con- 
tained almost all that we know of the later history of Bethel. 
The schools of the prophets^ still lingered round the sacred 
place, when Elijah passed through it down the long defile- 
then mentioned for the last time in history — on his way to 
Jericho. But the chief association which the Jews of Jeru- 
salem attached to it was of the rival and idolatrous Temple. 
The very name of Beth-El, the “ House of God,” was in the 
times of the later prophets, exchanged for “ Bethaven * ” — the 
“ House of Idols ; ” and, when Josiah passed through, it was to 

^ Hosea x, 8. ® 1 Kings xii. 32 ; xiii. 5, 

^ 1 Kings xi. 40 ; xii. 2. 7 2 Kings ii. 3. 

® Amos V. 13. Mikdash, “sane- ® Hosea iv. 15; v, 8; x. 5, 8 ; per- 

tiiary,** expressing the union of temple haps, vi. 8; Amos v. 5. “Aven” is 

and asylum. Beth^ “ house,’* in allusion properly “naught,” and is, in Amosr. 5, 
to Bethel. In the English version the so rendered ; but is also a name for idols 
words are respectively mistranslated (Isaiah Ixvi. 8). The use of ^e name, 
chapel” and “court:” as in Hosea v. 8, is somewhat confused 

* Amosvii. 10. by the appearance of a Betflf^Aven neat 

® Amos v. 21, 22, 28. B^hel in the east, which probably sug- 
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destroy^ and not to buUd up. The “altar” and “tho high - 
place” of Jeroboam, and the grove and worship of 
Astarte that had grown up round* it, he razed and 
bumed^ And “ as Josiah timied,” we are told, “ he spied tlie 
sepulchres that were there in the Mount’.” The “Mount” 
doubtless is the same as the ^'mountain” on the east of Bethel, 
described in the history of Abraham. The “sepulchres” must 
be the numerous rock*hewn tombs still visible in the whole 
descent from that “mountain” to the Wady Harith. In one 
of these, though we know not which, lay side by side the bones 
of the two prophets — the aged Prophet of Bethel and his 
brother and victim, the “ Man of God from Judah*,” and they 
were left to repose. From that time the desolation foretold by 
Amos and Hosea has never been disturbed ; and Betli-el, the 
“House of God,” has become literally Beth- a ven, the “house of 
naught.” 


gested the transference of the name. (1 
Sam. xiii. 5; xiv. 23; Josh. vii. 2; 
xviii. 12, 13.) The LXX, in Josh. vii. 2, 
omit it altogether, and in 1 »Siuu. xiii. 5, 
substitute JSeth-JIoron, which, liowever, 
can hard] r be the correct reading ; unless 
another B«th-Horou than the famous pa^ 


be meant. For the substitution of the 
contemptuous name compare “Sychar” 
(drunken) for Shcchem, J oliu iv. 

1 2 Kings xxiii. 15. 

*- Ibid. 10. 

Ibid. 17, 18. 
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NOTE ON BAMAII AND MIZPKII. 

I. — ^THE EAMAH OF SAMUEL. 

These is no general interest in discussing the precise situation of 
Bamah, the birth-place, residence, and burial-place of Samuel, further 
than what attaches to anything relating to the life of so remarkable a 
man. But the question is invested with an incidental interest which 
may make it worth a few moments’ investigation. It is, without 
exception, the most complicated and disputed problem of sacred 
topography. It is almost the only instance in which the text of the 
Scriptural narrative (1 Sam. ix. 1. — x. 10) seems to be at variance 
with the existing localities. 

All that we know certainly about the place is, that it was on an 
eminence, as its name of “Kamah” implies, and was situated*eome- 
where south of Gibeah, the birth-place of Saul; as it is hardly 
possible to avoid identifying the city where Saul found Samuel, with 
the usual residence of that prophet. This, wliich is not stated 
expressly in the Old Testament, is taken for granted by Josephus. 
Prom the dual termination to the name Mamathaim — by which it is 
called in the Hebrew and LXX text of 1 Sam. i. 1, and by Josephus 
always, and from which the New Testament name of Arimathea 
seems to be derived * — it might be inferred that it was an eminence 
with a double height. To this spot there are no less than eight 
daimants. 

1. Mamleh ; the chief modern city of the plain of Philistia, and 
selected as the spot by Christian tradition. Its situation in the 
level plain, though on a slight eminence, is much against its 
identity ; and the name which at first sight appears similar, is the 
Arabic word for sandy,” and is in all probability derived from 
the sandy tract in which it stands. (See Chapter VI.) Still it is 
remarkable that Eusebius and Jerome speak of Mamathaim as near 
Lydda, to which no other site corresponds. 

2. JSfely-Samwil ; the height above Gibeon. This has its height 
and the Mussulman tradition in its favour. 

3. JSr^Mam ; or Ramah of Benjamin,” on the road from Jeru- 
salem to Bethel. This has the name in its favour. 

These two sites labour under the objection that they are north 
and not south of BacheTs tomb : and therefore that Saul could 
never have, passed by that tomb in going from eith^ of them to 

1 The LXX name 'ApnaBat/jL perhaps shows the beginning of the transition. 



0ibefiii* is^ beside, dlosii ta 0ibeab, which is agaioat 

i 3am. X. 10. , t 

4. ** Bamah ; a hill, a short distance north of Bethlehem, which, 
aecordmg to some accounts, is so called by the peasants. This is 
fixed upon by Mr. Finn, the English Consul at Jerusalem, (See 
Bonar, Land of Promise, p. 114.) 

5. The Mrank Mountain^ or Jehel el-Fureidis^ a little south-east of 

Bethlehem. This is fixed upon by Gesenius. * 

6. The ruins called Edmet eUKhdUl^ by Josephus called the “ Tere*» 
binth of Abraham,** (mentioned in Chapter I. part ii. § 21,) a little 
north of Hebron. This is fixed upon by Mr. Wolcott and M. Van 
do Velde. 

7. S6ha; a town on a hill, in the mountains west of Bethlehem* 
This Is fixed upon by Dr. Eobinson. 

8. A village called Eame^ three and a half miles west of Sanur, 
which Schwarz (p. 157) endeavours to identify with Eamathaim by 
altering the reading of Dothaim in Judith iv. 5, 6, 7. 

Of these, the fourth, sixth, and eighth, have the identity of name 
in their favour, and the seventh may have derived its present name 
from Zophini. The fifth has only its commanding position, and the 
argument that if it be not Ramah, then it is unknown to the Old 
Testament. 

All of these, except the eighth, are equally compatible with the 
journey by Rachel’s tomb, but all are equally excluded if Ramah 
must be sought among the mountains of Ephraim. Of the two 
difficulties, however, the latter is the least insuperable. It is easier 
to suppose that Elkanah may have migrated from Mount Ephraim, 
than to explain away the stages of the return of Saul. And it 
must be added, that if a position in Mount EplO*aim be required, 
it must entirely exclude Ramleb, and probably Er-R&m and Neby- 
Sam-wil. The context of Jer. xxxi. 15 implies that the Ramah of the 
Prophet was in the northern kingdom, probably Ramah of Benjamin. 
The context of Matt. ii. 18, on thes, other hand, implies that the 
Ramah of the Evangelist was in sight of Bethlehem. 

The wordd translated “ by Zelzah^* in 1 Sam. x. 2, are by the LXX 
rendered an expression of joy on the part of the men who announced ' 
the finding of the asses. “ Thou shalt meet two men leaping violentlg 
^aKKofiivovs /irydXa.” The other clause, however, ‘‘ in the harder 6/ 
EenjamiUy* is important, .as showing how far south this boundary 
reached. Probably it was extended just far enough to include the 
tomb of their great ancestress. Of the two remaining stages of Saul’s 
journey (1 Sam. x. 1 — 10), “the ‘oak* of Tabor” may possibly be 
the famous “ oak of Deborah,” Gen. xxxv. 8 ; and the hill of God,” 
{Gibeab-Elohim,) may be Gibeon, Gibeah of Saul, or Bethel. 





It. — ^MlZFEH. 

If Neby-Samwll be the bigb place of Gibeon, then Mizpeb, which 
Dr. Bobinson planted there, must be sought elsewhere. One spot 
immediately suggests itself. Mizpeh — always with the article, " the 
Mizpeh ** — is in Hebrew, what Scopus is in Greek, “ the watch* 
tower,'* Wherever Scopus was, — and we know that it was some 
eminence on the north of the city, whence the city and temple were 
visible — there it is most natural to place Mizpeh. Such a position 
will meet every requirement of the notices of Mizpeh — the assem- 
blies held there by Samuel ^ ; the fortification of it by Asa with the 
stones removed from * the Mount * of Benjamin ® ; the seat of the 
Chaldaean governor after the capture of Jerusalem®; the wailing- 
place of the Maccabees 

^ 1 Sam. vii. 5, 6. ® Net. iii. 7 ; Jer. xl. 6. 

^ Hamah. 1 Kings xv. 22; Jer. xli.d. ^ 1 Maoc. iii. 46. 



CHAPTER V. 


GPHKAIM AND MANASSBH. 

Deuteronomy xxxiii. 13 — 17. “And of Josepli he sa^d^ Blessed of the 
Lord be his land, for the precious things of hearen, for the dew, and 
for the deep that coucheth beneath, and for the precious fruits brought 
forth by the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the moon, and 
for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of 
the lasting hills, and for the precious things of the earth, and fulness 
thereof, and for the good vrill of him that dwelt in the bush ; let the bless- 
ing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the he^ of him that 
was separated from his brethren. His glory is like the firstling of hia 
bullock, and his hoiTis are like the horns of * buffaloes : * with them he shall 
push the people together to the ends of the earth ; and they are the ten 
thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh.** 


Mountains of Ephraim-Fertile valleys and central situation— Supremacy 
of Ephraim. I. Shiloh. II. Shechem.— 1. First halting-place of Abra- 
ham. 2. First settlement of Jacob. 3. First capital of the conquest 
— Sanctuary of Gerizira. 4. Keign of Abimelech. fi. Sect of Sama- 
ritans. 6. Jacob’s Well. III. Ramaria. — Its beauty— Its strength — 
Sebaste. IV. Passes of Manasseh — Dotban. 

Note on Mount Gferizim. 



SKETCH-MAP OF THE SITUATION OF SHECHEM (NABLUS). 


(Sffs Pages 238» 241.) 



“ Lift lip your eyes and look on the fields^ for they are white already to harvest. 




EPHKAIM AND MANASSEH. 


The narrow territory of Benjamin soon melts into the hills 
which reach to the plain of Esdraelon ; and which, from the 
great tribe which there had its chief seat, are known by the 
name of ** the mountains of Ephraim.’* 

Their character is marked by two peculiarities. First, they 
are the central mass of the hills of Palestine, nearly Themoun- 
equidistant from the northern and southern boundary tains of 
of the whole country ; and, secondly, the closely set ®P**^*^’ 
structure, and the rocky soil of the hills of Judah and Benjamin, 
though still continued to a great extent, are here for the first 
time occasionally broken up into wide plains in the heart of the 
mountains, and diversified both in hill and valley by streams of 
running water and by continuous tracts of verdure and vegeta- 
tion. It was this central tract and this “ good land ” that was 
naturally allotted to the powerful house of Joseph in the first 
division of the country. We are so familiar with the supremacy 
of the tribe of Judah, that we are apt to forget that it was of 
comparatively recent date. For more than four hundred years 
— a period equal in length to that which elapsed between the 
Norman Conquest and the Wars of the Boses — Ephraim, with 
its two dependent tribes of Manasseh and Benjamin, exercised 
undisputed pre-eminence. Joshua the first conqueror ; Gideon, 
the greatest of the judges, whose brotliers were as the chil- ’ 
dren of kings,” and whose children all but established here- 
:ditary monarchy in their own line; Saul, the first king— - 
; belong to one or other of these three tribes. 

It was not till the close of the first period of Jewish history 


no mAI AND FAiKSWfi: [CHAP. 

that Ood refused the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose not 
the tribe of Ephraim : but chose the tribe of Judah, even the 
Mount Zion which He ‘loved.’* That haughty spirit which 
could brook no equal or superior, which chafed against the rise 
even of the kindred tribe of Manasseh in the persons of Gideon 
and Jephthah, and yet more against the growing dominion of 
Judah in David and Solomon, till it threw off the yoke 
altogether, and established an independent kingdom — ^would 
naturally claim, and could not rightly be refused, the choicest 
portion of the land. As ‘‘ Judah ” under Caleb was to abide 
in their coasts on the south,” so “ the house of Joseph ” under 
Joshua was to “ abide in their coasts on the north*.” Not till 
these were fixed, could the other tribes be thought of. For 
the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for the deep 
that coucheth beneath, and for the precious fruits brought forth 
tlieir ferti- hy the sun, and for the precious things put forth by 
the moon, and for the chief things of the ancient 
mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting hills, and 
for the precious things of the earth, and the fulness thereof . . . 
let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the 
top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren*.” 
If Judah was the wild lion that guarded the south, and couched 
in the fastness of Zion, so Ephraim was to be the more peaceful, 
but not less powerful buffalo, who was to rove the rich vales of 
central Palestine, and defend the frontier of the north ; “ his 
glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like 
, the horns of ‘ buffaloes ’ : with them shall he push the people 
together to the ends of the earth, and they are the ten 
thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Ma- 
nasseh\” In the fulness of their pride and strength, they 

demanded of their great chieftain Joshua, “Why hast thou 

given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I am a 
great people, forasmuch as the Lord has blessed me hitlierto ? * 
^ — ^the ‘ mountain * is not enough for us.” But Joshua answered 
them with no less wisdom than patriotism, that what more they 
won must be by their own exertions against the Canaanites of 

* Pb. IxrHU. 67, 68. < Bent, zxxiii. 17. 

^ Josh, zviii. 5, * t. e. by increase of children* Com* 

^ Beut. zxxiii. 18—16. pare Gen. i. 22, 28. 
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ihe plain: ‘^Thou art a great people, and liast great power: 
ihou shalt not have one lot only; but the mountain shall be 
ihine ; for it is a ' forest,* and thou shalt cut it down ; and the 
<mtgoing8 of it shall be thine: for thou shalt drive out the 
Ganaanites, though they have iron chariots, and though they 
be strong*,** 

The “mountain” was theirs — “the mountains of Ephraim; ** 
and to their secure heights even the members of other tribes 
resorted for shelter and for power, Ehud the Benjamite, 
when he armed his countrymen against Moab, “ blew and central 
his trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim,’* as in the “tuation, 
rallying-place of the nation, “ and the children of Israel went 
•down with him from the mount,” into the valley of the Jordan, 
“ and he before them*.” Deborah, though, as it would seem, 
herself* of the northern tribes, “dwelt between Eamah and 
Bethel^ in Mount Ephraim.” Tola, of Issachar, judged Israel 
in Shamir in Moimt Ephraim*. Samuel, too, was of “ Hama* 
thaim-zophim of Mount Eplu’aim*.** 

I. But the connection between the peculiarities of this 
country and its history are, as in Judah, most 
strikingly exemplified by a view of its sacred and 
capital cities. The great sanctuary of the house of Joseph, 
and during the whole period of their supremacy, of the nation 
also, was Shiloh. Perhaps there is no place in Palestine that 
more forcibly exemplifies tlie remark often made in these pages, 
contrasting the sacred localities of Palestine with those of 
Greece. Delphi, Lebadea, the Styx, Mycence, are so strongly 
marked by every accompaniment of external nature, as at once 
to proclaim their position as the natural, the inevitable seats of 
the oracles of the nation. But Shiloh is so utterly featoeless. 
that, had it not been for the preservation of its name (Seilfin), 
and for the extreme precision with which its situation is 
described in the Book of Judges*, the spot could never have 
been identified; and, indeed, from the time of Jerome till the 


* Joskna XTii. 14—18, with Ewahys 
interpretation (2iid edit. L 87 ; ii..343). 

* Judg. iii. 27, 28. (See Ewald, ii, 
362.) 

* **The princes ofIssa(diar with Debo- 
Tah.** Judg. V. 16.> 


^ Judg. \r. 5, 

« Judg. X. 1. 

* 1 Sm. i. 1. 

7 Judg. xxi. ,19 ; unfortunately ob- 
eqnred in the Auth. Vers, by the ad^tioo 
of the words in a place,’* 



jms 1838, its retd site was completely fcorgotten’, and its name 
was transferred, as we have seen, to t)^ commanding hei^t iof 
dibeon*, which a later age naturally conceived to be a more 
eongenial spot fbr the sacred place, where for so many centuries 
was “ the tent which He had pitched * among men,”— 

“ Our living Dread, who dwells 
In Silo, hia bright Sanctuary.” 


Its ruins^ are scattered over a slight eminence which rises 
in one of those softer and wider plains before noticed as 
characteristic of this part of Palestine, a little removed from 
the great central route of the country ; its antiquity marked by 
the ruins of the ancient well, probably the very one by which 
the “ daughters of Shiloh ” danced* in the yearly festival, when 
the remnant of the neighbouring tribe of Benjamin descended 
#om their hills to carry them off ; and also by the approach 
from the east through a valley* of rock-hewn sepulchres, some 
of which, in all probability, must have been the last resting- 
place of the unfortunate house of Eli. Its selection as the 
sanctuary may partly have arisen from its comparative seclu- 
sion, still more from its central situation. The most hallowed 
spot of tliat vicinity. Bethel, which might else have been more 
naturally chosen, was at tliis time still in the hands of the 
Conaanites^; and thus, l^ft to choose the encampment of the 
Sacred Tent, not by old associations, but according to the 
dictates of convenience, the conquerors fixed on tliis retired 
spot in the heart of the country, where the allotment of the 
territory could be most conveniently made, north, south, east, 
and west, to the different tribes®,* and tliere the Ark remained 
down to the fatal day when its home was. uprooted by the 
Philistines. * But Shiloh, though it was the sanctuary, was not 
the capital, of Ephraim. It was hardly even a city in its first 
origin. It was rather the last halt of the many encampments 

» See Bobineon, iii. 87, 88. Compare * Judg. xxi. 19, 21, 23. 

Jet. vii. 12.' ^ See Robinson, vol. iii. 86. His de- 

*. See Chapter IV. p. 216. s(^iption of this valley, as **8hutiuby 

9 Ps. Ixxviii. 60* perpendicular walla of rock,” is one of 

\ A Mr. 'Thrupp (Ancient Jerusalem, the very few exaggeraijioiis in his work. 

Note B.) has noticed the curious fact, 7 Judg. 28 — 27, '^th Ewald’s expla- 

tbat one of these ruins is still 'called by nation (Geschichte, 2nd edit, ii, 363). 
the name of the tomb of the prophet * Joa^ua xviu. 

Ah^ah” the Shilonite. 



of tbeir past life. The tahernaole/' the tent/’ that last relic 
of the ncnnad existence of the chosen people, is the featnre 
always dwelt upon in the notices of Shiloh, And with this 
curiously agrees the description of the sanctuary of Shiloh in 
the Eabbinical traditions*, as of “ a structure of low stone 
walls, with tlie tent drawn over tlie top.” This exactly answers 
to the Bedouin yillages of the i^resent day, where the stone 
enclosures often remain, long after the tribes which they 
sheltered, and the tents which they sui)ported, have vanished 
away ; the point of transition precisely corresponding to the 
history of the origin of Shiloh, between the wandering and the 
settled life. Among the nomadic Buddhists of the Kal- 
mucks a Sacred Tent is still the only place of worship. 

II. It was in a moi*e permanent home that the chiefs of the new 
nation took up their final abode. The situation of _ 

^ , , SUEOHSIC, 

Shechem is soon described. From the hills through 
which the main route of Palestine must always have run, and 
amongst which Shiloh is secluded, the traveller descends into 
a wide plain, the widest and the most beautiful of the plains 
of the Ephraimite mountains, one mass of corn unbroken by 
boundary or hedge, from the midst of which start up olive- 
trees, tlieraselves unenclosed as the fields in which they stand. 
Over the hills whicli close the northern end of this plain, far 
away in the distance, is caught the iii’st glimpse of the snowy 
ridge of Hermon. Its western side is bounded by the abut* 
ments of two mountain ranges, running from west to east. 
These ranges are Gerizim and Ebal; and up the opening 
between them, not seen from the plain, lies the modern town of 
Nablus. This is one of the few instances in which the 
Homan, or rather the Greek, name has superseded in popular 
language the ancient Semitic appellation — “Nablus” being 
the corruption of “ Neapolis,” the “ New Town ” founded by 
Vespasian after the ruin of the older Shechem, which probably 
lay further eastward, and therefore nearer to the opening of the 
valley*. N&blus is the most beautiful, perhaps it might be 

^ lUshna (ed. Surenkusios), vol. v. 59. graphic description of Shechem in 

^ M. De arguments (rol. ii. Tbeodotus (apud Enseb. Vmp, Er, 

. ebap. riii.) foamded on the expressions ix. 22) as ** tinder the roots of the 
of the Old Testament and Josephus, mountain,’’ is decisive against placing 

ientirdj prove this. But the very on the summit of Geiizim, He 
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said the only very beautiful, spot in central Palestine4 M. 
Van de Velde, who approached this valley from the richer 
scenery of the north, is not less struck by it than those 
who contrast it with the barren hills of Judsea. After speak« 
ing of the grandeur of the gorge of the Leontes, and of the 
hills of Lebanon ; of the wild oak-forest and brushwood 
of Naphtali; of the mountain-streams of Asher; of Carmel, 
with its wilderness of timber-trees and shrubs, of plants 
and bushes ; he says, the Vale of Shechem differs from 
them all. Here there is no wilderness, here there are no 
wild thickets, yet there is always verdure; always shade, 
not of the oak, the terebinth, and the carob-tree, but of the 
olive-grove — so soft in colour, so picturesque in form, that 
for its sake we can willingly dispense with all other wood. 
Here there are no impetuous mountain torrents, yet there 
is ^ water; water, too, in more copious supplies than any- 
where else in the land*.'' “There is a singularity,'* he 
adds, “ about the Vale of Shechem, and that is the peculiar 
colouring which objects assume in it. You know that wher- 
ever there is water, the air becomes charged with watery 
particles ; and that distant objects, beheld through that 
medium, seem to be enveloped in a pale blue or gray mist, 
such as contributes not a little to give a charm to the land- 
scape. But it is precisely these atmospheric tints that we 
miss so much in Palestine. Fiery tints are to be seen both in 
the morning and the evening, and glittering violet or purple- 
coloured hues where the light falls next to the long deep 
shadows; but there is an absence of colouring, and of that 
charming dusky haze in which objects assume such softly 
blended forms, and in which also the transition in colour from 
the foreground to the farthest distance loses the hardness of 
outline peculiar to the perfect transparency of an eastern sky. 
It is otherwise in the Vale of Shechem, at least in the 

speaks of the name of **Louzah,” as Lvaa). Can this be the second Lns, 
given to the ruins of Gerisim by the founded by the inhabitants of Lus when 
Samaritan *high-prie8t at Nd>bius, which expelled by the Ephralmites from Bethel ? 
certainly agrees with the position of Jadg. i. 26. B- 

liuza, noticed by Jerome (Onomasticon : * Van de Velde, i. 886. 
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morning and the evening* Here the exhalations remidn 
hovering among the branches and leaves of the olive-trees, 
and hence that lovely bluish haze. The valley is far from 
broad, not exceeding in some places a few hundred feet. 
This you find generally enclosed on all sides: there like- 
wise the vapours are condensed. And so you advance 
under the shade of the foliage along the living waters, and 
charmed by the melody of a host of singing birds — for they, 
too, know where to find their best quarters — while the per- 
spective fades away, and is lost in the damp vapoury 
atmosphere*.** It need hardly be said that it is from its 
abundant supply of water tliat this beauty is derived : twenty- 
seven springs, each known by its peculiar* name, besides a 
crowd of smaller sources, pour their treasures into the valley, 
and have thus secured the perennial glory of its green grassy 
sward, its olive-groves, its orchards of fig, and vine, and 
pomegranate. These are the features, so unlike to those 
of Jerusalem, which we have now to trace as they burst upon 
us in different points of view through the various stages of 
the history of Shechem, as of a face once familiar, often dis- 
appearing, yet again and again appearing through the vicissi- 
tudes of youth and age, through public and private life ; 
changing, yet still the same, and connecting events and scenes 
in themselves widely different. 

1. It first dawns upon us in the dimness of the Patriarchal 
age, as the first spot on which Abraham halted when 
he had crossed* the Jordan, on his way from Chald©a, ing-plaoeo< 
to the land which God should give him. It was the -^^'^**^*“* 

“ place of Shechem.*’ Sliechem itself, it would seem, was not 
yet built; all was still in its primeval state. Yet there was 
enough of those noble groves to attract the wanderer*s steps. 
Under the “‘terebinths^* of Moreh,’* now superseded by the 


^ i. 388. These remarks ou the moist 
atmosphere of Shechem are so far con- 
armed by zny own experience, that the 
valloy between N&blus and Samaria was, 
when I saw it, wrapt in a thick drizzling 
mist, such as I saw nowhere else in Syria. 

^ See the catalogue given by Dr. Kosen, 
tiia Prussian Consul at Jerusalem, in his 


paper “ t)ber NAblus und Umgegend,” In 
the Zeitschrift der Deutschen morgenl. 
Qesellschaft, 1860, p. 634. 

» Gen. xU. 6, properly “ passed 
* over.* ’* 

^ Gen. xil 6 : in the Auih. Vets. 
« plains of Moreh.** (See Appendix, 
Eton,) 



more useful olive-trees \ Abraham rested and built the tbn^ 
altar which tiie Holy Land had known. 

2. What is thus faintly discerned in the life of the earlier 
First Set- I^atriarch, conies out clearly in the life of his descend- 
tlementof ant Jacob, From the heights of Gilead, through 
Jacob. valley of the Zerka, or Jabbok, 

which forms one of the most remarkable features in the east- 
ward view from the summit of Gerizim, Jacob descended with 
his “ two bands ; ” probably by the same route as that through 
which his ancestor, from the same region of Mesopotamia, had 
entered the land. He advanced through the valley, which, 
leading direct from the northern fords of the Jordan, opens on 
the wide corn-plain already described, and pitched his tent 
before the city ; and the spot wliere he had at last found a 
home after his long wanderings, became the first possession of 
hriknself and his race in Palestine. “ He bought ‘ the * parcel 
of ‘the’ field, where he had spread his tent,” “of the children of 
Hamor, Shechem’s father, for an liundred pieces of money*.” 

The wide “field,” — “ the cultivated field,” as it is thus dis- 
tinctively called, — indicates by the mere fact of its selection the 
transition of the Patriarch from the Bedouin shepherd into 
the civilised and agricultural settler. In that “ field ” he 
remained. With the prudence characteristic of his whole life, 
he never advanced into the narrow valley between the moun- 
tains, where the city of Shechem itself stood ; he and his sons 
stiU had their cattle in “ the field ; ” it was only the rashness of 
his children which drew them into the neighbourhood of the 
.city, “to see the daughters of the land,” and to avenge the 
insult fo their house*. 

8. The same causes which had rendered Shechem and its 
Fh-stCapi- i^^ighbourhood the primeval possession of Israel in 
tal of the Palestine, rendered it naturally the first capital, when 
Conquest, descendants, emerging like him from the Bedouin 
life of their desert-wanderings, advanced from the last of their 
tent-encampments at Shiloh to fix themselves as a powerful 
nation in the heart of the country. Its central position, and 

♦ 

* See Van de Velde, i. 887. ® Cen. xxxiii. 10, 

* Gen. xxxiT. 1, 7, 26. 



its peculiar fertility, made it the natural seat of Bottled habi* 
tation in the north, even to a greater degree than the Vale of 
Mamre and Esh jol ensured, as we have seen, the same early 
privilege for Hebron in the soutlu “ Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
even a fruitful bough by * the spring ; ' * whose branches run 
over the wall.” This is the great benediction of the possession 
of Jacob’s favourite son. So exceeding verdant and fruitful ” 
(to use the words of Maundrell, in whom the sight of this vaUey 
awakened a connection of thought unusual for himself and his 
age,) “ that it may well be looked upon as a standing token of 
Uie tender affection of that good Patriarch to the best of sons*.” 
But besides these natural advantages, the place was also conse- 
crated by its ancient sanctuary. It was not merely the corn- 
fields and the valleys, nor even the sacred terebinths, nor yet 
the burial-place of the embalmed remains of Joseph, that gave 
its main interest to Shechem in the eyes of a true Israelite. 
High above the fertile vale rose the long rocky ridge of 
Mount Gerizim*, facing the equally long and rocky range of 
Ebal. From the highest, that is, the eastern summit 
of that ridge, not equal in actual elevation to Jerusalem, of Mount 
but much more considerable than the Mount of Olives, 
above the level from which it rises, a wide view embraces the 
Mediterranean Sea on the west, the snowy heights of Hermon 
on the north, and on the cast the wall of the trans-Jordanic 
mountains, broken by the deep cleft of the Jabbok. The 
mountain that commands this view, wliich is to Ephraim what 
that from Gibeon or Olivet is to Judsea, was from very early 
times a sacred place. It is difficult to disentangle the morq 
ancient traditions from those which have been accumulated 
round it by the Samaritans of a later age; but it is in the 


' Gen. xlix. 22. 

3 Early Travellers, p. 485. 

® It can hardly bo doubted that 
Gesenius (Thes. i. 801) is correct, in de- 
riving the name from an ancient tribe, 
of whom only one other trace remains 
in history — tho Gerizi,” or ‘‘Gerizites,” 
— 1 Sam. xxvii, 8, (see the margin of oar 
Bibles) pro^bly an Arab horde which 
had formerly encamped here. So the 
Zemarites, once mentioned as a Canaauite 
tribe (Gen. x. 18), reappear in the local 


narao of Mount Zemaraira in Benjamin, 
2 Chron, xiii. 4, and Joshua xviii. 22. 
So the Amalekites, who are mentioned 
in 1 Sam. xxvii. 8 as the neighbours of 
tho Gerizites, gave their name to “the 
mountain of the Amalekites,’* also in tho 
tribe of Ephraim (Judg. xii. 15). “Ehal*" 
is more uncertain, jJbr is the present 
aspect of the mounts as compared 
with Gerizim, so barren as to jnsti|y 
its derivation from ehalf **to strip of 
leaves.** 
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hig!hest degree probable that here» and not at Jerusalem^ waa 
the point to which the oldest recollections of Palestine pointed 
as the scone of Abraham's encounter with MeTEhizedek, and the 
sacrifice of Isaac ; that the smooth sheet of rock on the top of 
the mountain, with the cave beside it, was from the most 
ancient times a seat of primitive worship, and is the most 
authentic remnant of such worship now existing in Palestine. 
It is possible that something similar once existed, or may even 
still exist, on the twin height of Ebal*. At any rate, these two 
moruntains, with the green valley between them, are described 
as sacred places, hovering before, the minds of the Israelites, 
even before their entrance into Palestine, and as being at once 
occupied by them with this view, as soon as they entered. 
^^When the Lord thy God hath brought thee in unto the land 
whither thou goest to possess it, . . . thou shalt put the blessing 
upon Moimt Gerizim, and the curse upon Mount Ebal. Are 
they not on the other side Jordan, .... in the land of the 
Canaanites, which dwell in the ‘ deseii; ' over against Gilgal, 
‘near’ the ‘ terebinths ’ of Moreh*?” And accordingly, the 


* The modern name of its western ex- 

tremity is Imad ed-Deen (the ‘‘pillar of 
religion”) ; of its eastern extremity, 
“Sitti Salamiyah, ” from the tomb 
of a female Mussulman saint. There 
is an account of the ascent of Ebal in 
Bartlett's Jerusalem, p. 251. (See also 
Bitter, Pal. 640.) « 

• Dent. xi. 29, 80. Jerome, “Onomas- 
tioon,” {voce Gebal) distinguishes the Ebal 
and Gerizim spoken of here and in Joshua 
viii. 30—85, from the mountains of 
Shechem, and he charges the Samaritans 
with gross error in having confounded 
them. “Sunt autem juxta Hierichunta 
duo monies vicini inter se invicem re- 
spicientes, e quibus unus Gerizim, alter 
Gebel dicitur. Porro SamarBani arbi- 
trantur hos duos monies juxta Neaxmlim 
esse, sed vehementer errant.” It is 
certainly a curious fact that two moun- 
tains were shown as such in his time near 
Jericho, probably part of the range of 
Quarantania ; and there is at first sight 
much to be said in &vonr ofthis position. 
1. j The mention of Gilgal, first in Deut. xi. 
80, and then by implication, in Joshua 
TiU. 80 (compare v. 10 and ix. 6), natu- 
rally leads us to look for the mountains 
in the neighbourhood of Jericho ; and the 
Hebrew text, “that dwell in the d^eser^’* 
(Axabah, mistranslated “champaign,”) 
can only be applied to the valley of the 


Jordan. But the LXX renders “Arabah” 
here, as often elsewhere, Bvarfiuu ; and the 
positive statement that .the mountains 
were by the terebinths of Moreh, (to which 
the Samaritan Pentateuch adds “which 
were by Shechem”,) compels us to adhere 
to the common view. The mention of 
Gilgal in Dent. xi. 30, is probably 
introduced in reference to the scene of 
the discourse of Moses on the east of 
Jordan ; and in Joshua viii. 80, we may 
believe it possible that the Israelites 
should have marched at once for that 
one purpose from Ai to Shechem. (See 
Chapter IV.) In the LXX, the narrative 
is slightly transposed. 2. The wide 
interval between the two mountains at 
Shechem is (as Jerome remarks) diScult 
to reconcile with the statement, that the 
words were heard across the valley. ‘ ‘ Plu- 
rimum inter se distant; necpossent invicem 
benedicentium sive maledicentium inter 
se audiri voces.” But the ceremony may 
have taken place on the lower spurs of 
the mountains, where they approach more 
nearly to each other-~-and I am informed 
that even from the two summits shep- 
herds have been beard ^nversing with 
each other, , as also from wne summit of 
Mount Olivet, the boys are able to hold! 
oonversationB on trivial matters with 
those on the other, Bobinson (Later 
Bes.) mentions a spot in the Lebanon, 



curses and blessings are said to have been delivered on this 
spot in the very first days of the entrance, as though they had 
found their way at once from the Valley of the Jordan to tins 
their sacred mountain, “ The border of his sanctuary ; the 
mountain which his right hand had purchased 

Witli these cpmbined forces of natural advantage and religious * 
association, it is not surprising that during the whole of the 
early period of the settlement in Canaan, Shechem maintained 
its hold on the people^ It was the seat of the chief national 
assemblies*. • Within its ancient precincts, even after the erec* 
tion of Jerusalem into the capital, the custom was still preserved 
of inaugui’ating a new reign. “And Rehoboam went to 
Shechem : for all Israel were come to Shechem to malte him 
king*.*' 

4. One episode in the history of Shechem wliich took place 
during this period, is recorded in such detail, and is 
so illustrative of all the points we have noticed, that tion of 
it must be briefly mentioned — the narrative of 
Abimelech’s conspiracy to make himself king ; the formation of 
the league of cities, under the jn'otection of Baal-Beiith, the 
‘ god of the league,* and the insui’rection of the original Canaan* 
ites of Shechem against the conquerors\ One after another 
these features are introduced; the adjacent forest of Mount Zal- 
mon®; the*terebinths of Jacob; the“fiekr” before the city; the 
“shadows of the mountain-tops*.’* Most striking, too, is the 
appropriateness of the parable of Jotliam — the first of the Bib* 
lical parables; deriving, like its more famous successors, addi- 
tional force from the scene of its delivery. He addressed the 


where voices can be heard for two miles. 
Compare also the statement respecting 
Jotham’s speech on Gerizim in J udg. ix. 7 ; 
and compare the account of the Samaritan 
insurrection in A. I). 480, when the insur- 
gents shouted from the mountain to their 
companions in the city of Neapolis (Wil- 
liams, Holy City, I. 287). 

* Ps. Ixxviii. 55 . Such at least seems 
the most probable explanation according to 
the context. (Compare also Exodus xv.l7.) 
s Joshua xxiv. 1, 25. 

« 1 Kings xii. 1. Compare the long 
eontinnance of Rheims, the ancient metro- 
politan city of Prance, as the scene of the 
J^enoh coronations. 


^ See the explanations of Judg. ix. by 
Patrick; and by Ewald (2Qd edit, ii, 
444_448). 

® Judg. ix. 48. It is possible that Zah 
inon may be another name for Ebal. At 
any rate it must have been near. The 
name occurs only once again, Ps. Ixviii. 
14, “ white as snow in * Zalmou.’ ** 

® Judg. ix. 87 ; “the plain of Meonenim*’ 
is properly “the terebinth of enchant* 
ments.*' See Chapter II. ix. p. 142, 
•note. 

7 Judg. ix. 82, 42, 43; in 27 and* 
44, wrongly translated in the plnral,- 
“fields.” 

8 Ibid. 86. 
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Sh^ohemites, we are told, as he stood ‘"in ike top, of Mount 
Geri 25 im,*^ This can hardly mean the summit, which is too far 
removed from the town, both in distance and in height, to allow 
of such a juxtaposition. But a lofty rock protrudes from the 
north-eastern flank of Gerizim, immediately overhanging what 
* must have been the site of the ancient city. ^ From thence 
Jotham might easily make himself heard, and readily escape 
down the mountain side. The dramatis, personae of his parable 
were all before him. First, there was the olive, the special 
tree of Ndblus, clearly marked out as the rightful sovereign ; 
next to this would follow the rarer, but still commanding fig- 
treei and the trailing festoons of the vine ; last of all, the briar 
or bramble, whose worthless branches are still used for the 
fire-wood of the sacrificial oven, and whose unsightly bareness 
contrasts on the hill side with the rich verdure of his nobler 
brethren. 

This is the last appearance of the primitive Shechem in the 
Jewish history. It was razed to the ground by Abimelech^ and 
the place is no more mentioned till its revival in the monarchy. 

5. Shechem, during its revival under Jeroboam, as the capital 
Sanctuary of the northern kingdom, furnishes no occasion of 
Samritan 5 locsl recollections were gathered up 

eect. in considerable force when, under the contemptuous 
name'of “ Sychar, ” it became, after the return from the exile, the 
seat of the mixed settlers commonly called Samaritans. Through 
all these vicissitudes, Gerizim, the oldest sanctuary in Palestine, 
retained its sanctity to the end. Probably in no other locality has 
the same worship been sustained with so little change or interrup- 
tion for so great a series of years as in this mountain, from the 
time of Abraham to the present day. In their humble synagogue, 
at the foot of tlie mountain, the Samaritans still worship, — 
the oldest and the smallest sect in the world ; distinguished by 
their noble physiognomy and stately appearance from all other 
branches of the race of Israel. In their prostrations at the 

' Jndg, ix. 45. The site of the city4ihus destroyed before the building of Neapolis. 
destroyed by Abimelech was shown in * John iv. 5 ; perhaps so c^led by a 
Jerome’s time near Joseph* s sepulchre (De play on the word ‘^Shechem,” in allusion 
iocisHebraicis: uoceSi(iem). This, how- to the “ drunkenness of its 
ever, was more likely the site of the city inhabitants. Isaiah zxHii 1 — 7. 
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elevation of their revered copy of the Pentateuch, they throw 
themselves on their faces in the direction, not of Priest or Law, 
or any object within the building, but obliquely towards the 
eastern summit of Mount Gerizim. And up the side of the 
mountain, and on its long ridge, is to be traced the pathway by 
which they ascend to the sacred spots where they alone, of ail 
the Jewish race, yearly celebrate the Paschal Sacrifice*. 

6. One more scene remains which supplies to this portion 
of Palestine associations like those which Olivet and jaooVs 
Bethany supply to Judsea, and which sums up in so 
remarkable a manner all the successive points presented in tire 
history of Shechem, that, often as it has been depicted, it must 
briefly be told again. At the mouth of the Valley of Shechem, » 
two slight breaks are visible in the midst of the vast plains of 
corn — one a white Mussulman chapel, the other a few frag- 
ments of stone. The first of these covers tlie alleged tomb of 
Joseph, buried thus in the “parcel of ground'" which his father 
bequeathed especially to him, his favourite son*. The second 
marks the undisputed site of tlie well, now neglected and 
choked up by the ruins which have fallen into it ; but still with 
every claim to be considered the original well, sunk deep into 
the rocky ground by “our father Jacob,” who had retained 
enough of the customs of the earlier families of Abraham and 
Isaac®, to mark his first possession by digging a well, “ to give 
drink thereof to himself, his children, and his cattle\” "Phis at 
least was the tradition of the place, in the last days of the Jewish 
people, and its position adds probability to tlie conclusion 
indicating, as has been well observed®, that it was there dug by 


^ See Note at the end of this Chapter. 

^ Josh. xxiv. 32. Comp. Gen. xlviii. 
22. See the Map at the beginning of 
this Chapter. 

^ Genesis xxvi. 15—25. 

* John iv. 12. There are two chapels 
shown as the Tomb of Joseph; one, that 
which is here mentioned, close to the well, 
which has nothing worthy of remark 
except the fact that the tomb (unlike 
those of most Mussulman saints) is built 
diagonally across the floor of the chapel. 
The other, also a Mussulman chapel, is 
about a quarter of a mile up the valley on 


the slope of Mount Gerizim, and is said 
by the Samaritans to be *so called after 
liabbi Joseph of Ndblus. There can be no 
doubt that tlie well now shown is the one 
which has always been pointed out aa 
Jacob's well. But its later association has 
ciiused it sometimes to be called the well 
of the Samaritan — BSr es^Samiriyeh — 
whilst another well within the town i 
said to bo known by the name of Jacob'a 
well — Bir el-YakOb. (Buckingham, 643, 
544.) 

* Eobinson, ill. p. 112. 
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one who could not trust to the fresh springs so near in the : 
adjacent vale, which still belonged to the hostile or strange 
Canaanites. If this be so, we have here an actually esdsting 
monument of the prudential character of the old Patriarch— 
as though we saw him offering the mess of pottage, or com- 
passing his ends with Laban, or guarding against the sudden 
attack of Esau; fearful lest he “being few in number, the in- 
habitants of the land should gather themselves together against 
him, and slay him and his house*.” By a singular fate, this 
authentic and expressive memorial of the earliest dawn of 
Jewish history became the memorial no less authentic and 
expressive of its sacred close. Of all the special localities of 
our Lord’s life in Palestine, this is almost the only one abso- 
lutely undisputed. By the edge of this well, in the touching 
language of the ancient hymn, “Qucerens me, sedisti lassiis.” 
Here, on# the groat road through which “ He must needs go 
when “He left Judaea, and departed into Galilee,^^ He halted, as 
travellers still halt, in the noon* or evening of the spring-day 
by the side of the well, amongst the relics of a former age. Up 
that passage through the valley. His disciples “ went away into 
the city,” which He did not enter. Down the same gorge came 
the woman to draw water, according to the unchanged custom 
of the East; which still, in the lively concourse of veiled figures 
round the wayside wells, reproduces the image of Eebekah, and 
Kachel, and Zippox'ah*. Above them, as they talked, rose “this 
mountain” of Gerizim, crowned by the Temple, of which tlie 
vestiges still remain, where the fathers of the Samaritan sect 
“ said men ought to worship,^^ and to whicli still, after so many 
centuries, their descendants turn as to the only sacred spot in 
the universe: the strongest example of local worsliip now exist- 
ing in the world in the very face of the principle there first 
announced, that the sacredness of local worship was at an end. 
And round about them, as He and she thus sate or stood by 
the well, spread far and wide tlie noble plain of waving com\ 
It was still winter, or early spring*, — “ four months yet to the 

' Gen. xxxir, 30. ® See Chap. II. p. 147. 

^ John iv. 2, 8, 6. According as we * Most of the points in this interview are 

make the hours of St. JoW*8 Gospel by well brought out by Clarke (iv. p. €0). 
the Boman or onr own reckoning. ^ Robinson (Harmony, p. ISO) fixes 
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harvest; and the bright golden ears of those fields had not yet 
** whitened^^ their unbroken expanse of verdure. He gazed upon 
them; and we almost seem to see how the glorious vision of 
the distant harvest of the Gentile world, with each successive 
turn of the conversation, unfolded itself more and more 
distinctly before Him, as He sate (so we gather from* the 
narrative) absorbed in the opening prospect, silent amidst His 
silent and astonished discipIes^ 

III. Jerusalem and Shechem are the only ancient cities 
which have reached the dignity of capitals of Palestine. ^ 

And as in Judah no rival city ever rose till the time 
of the Herods, the whole splendour of the southern monarchy 
was concentrated in Jerusalem, and contributed to that mag- 
nificence which has before been described as probably excelling 
any ^ sight of the kind within the Holy Land. But in the 
northern kingdom, the sovereigns followed the tendency by 
which princes of all times have been led to build sumptuous 
palaces, and select pleasant residences, apart from the great 
seats of state. This difference between the two kingdoms was 
doubtless in part occasioned by the stronger hold which the 
City of David possessed on the minds both of princes and 
people than could be the case in the less firmly established 
monarchy of Shechem. But it would also be fostered by the 
difference between the two regions. Except Hebron there was 
no spot to which a king of Judah would naturally be attracted, 
either by the beauty or the fertility of its situation. Solomon’^s 
Gardens in the W&dy Urt&s were, as we have seen, the peculiar 
resort of the most luxurious of the Jewish kings*. The new 
capital which Herod founded for the Roman province of Judsea, 
under the name of Ccesarea, was created with an especial view 
to intercourse Avith the West, which in early times had no 
existence. But in the territory of Ephraim, the fertile plains, 
and to a certain extent wooded hills, which have bfeen often 
noticed as its characteristic ornaments, at once gave an opening 

it in NoTember or December ; but it sbould standing. 

ratber be in January or February. The ‘ ** His disciples . . marvelled . . yet 
htfvest of Palestine is in April or May. no man said, What seekest thou t** John 
I left the great plain of Philistia on the iv. 27. 
ist of May, and the corn was still ^ See Chap. III. 
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Id the formation of parks and pleasure-grounds similar to those 
which were the ‘‘ Paradises ” of Assyrian and Persian monarehs. 
One of these was Tirzah, of unknown site, but evidently near 
Shechem, and of proverbial beautyS selected by tlie' 
ts beauty. Sovereign, Jeroboam*, and then during three 
short reigns the habitual residence of the royal house*.* 
Another was Jezreel, during the reign of Ahab ; of which I 
shall speak hereafter. But the chief was Samaria. Six milea 
from Shechem, following the course of the same green and 
watered valley, the traveller finds himself in a wide basin, 
encircled with hills, on a lower level than the Valley of 
Shechem, and almost on the edge of the great maritime plain. 
In the centre of this basin rises an oblong hill, with steep yet 
accessible sides, and a long flat top. This was “ the mountain 
Shomron (corrupted through the Chaldee Shemrin into the 
Greek Samaria), which Omri bought of Shemer for the great 
sum of two talents of silver, “and built ^ on the ‘mountain,* 
and called the name of the city whicli he built, ‘ Shomron,^ 
after the name of Shemer owner of the ‘ mountain.* ’* What 
Omri in all probability built as a mere palatial residence, 
became the capital of the kingdom instead of Shechem. It 
was as though Versailles had taken the place of Paris, or 
Windsor of London. But in this case the change was effected 
by the admirable choice of Omri in selecting a position which, 
as has been truly observed, combined, in a union not elsewhere 
found in Palestine, strength, beaiity, and fertility. Its fertility 
and beauty are shared to a great extent with Shechem, in this 
respect the common characteristics of these later capitals, all 
probably alike included in the bitter praise of the prophet,. 
“ Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, — 


* “ Thou art beautiful, 0 my love, as 
TirEah” (Cant. vi. 4). The word for 

“beautiful ***(;a/cA) is the same word 
as that which gave its name to Jaffa or 
Joppa. In this passage it would seem to 
be contrasted with “comely” (naveh), 
which appeal's to answer to the Latin 
decens, and the Greek a€fiu6s — “I am 

black, but comely” (Cant. i. 5). In Ps. 
xlviii. 2, however, jafch is applied to the 
elevation of Jerusalem. Schwars (p. 150 


speaks of a “Tarza” on a high mount 
east of Samaria. * 1 Kings xiv. 17, 

3 1 Kings XV. 21 ; xvi. 8, 17, 23. 

♦ 1 Kings xvi. 24. The word signifies 
watch-tower, and, if it were not for the* 
derivation (in this case indispntable, and 
therefore not unimportant, as throwing, 
light on more doubtful instances) from 
the owner, might have been thought to 
be due to the appropriateness ^ the' 
situation. 
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^hose glorious beauty is a fading flower, — ^whicli are on tbe 
head of the fat * ravines * of them that are overcome with witte\** 
But having these advantages which Shechem had, it it* 
had others which Shechem had not. Situated on its 
steep height, in a plain itself girt in by hills, it was enabled, 
not less promptly than Jerusalem, to resist the successive 
assaults made upon it by the Syrian and Assyrian armies. 
The first were baffled altogether ; the second took it only after 
a three years’ siege*, that is, three times as long as that which 
reduced Jerusalem. The local circumstances of the earlier 
sieges are well brought out by M. Van de Velde*. “ As the 
mountains around the hill of Shemer are higher than that 
hill itself, the enemy must have been able to discover clearly 
the internal condition of the besieged Samaria. , . . The 

inhabitants, whetlxer they turned their eyes upwards or down- 
wards to the surrounding hills, or into the valley, must have 
seen all full of enemies . . . thirty and two kings, and horses 
and chariots. The mountains and the adjacent circle of hills, 
were so densely occupied by the enemy, that not a man could 
pass through to bring provisions to the beleagured city. The 
Syrians on the hills must have been able from where they 
stood plainly to distinguish the famishing inhabitants.’* On 
that beautiful eminence, looking far over the plain of Sharon 
and the Mediterranean Sea to the west, and over its own fertile 
vale to the east, the kings of Israel reigned in a luxury which, 
for the very reason of its being like that of more Eastern 
sovereigns, was sure not to be permanent in a race destined 
for higher purposes. The vast temple of Baal was there 
-erected, which Jehu destroyed ; and, in later times, Herod 
chose it alone out of the ancient caj)itals of the north, to adorn 
with the name and with the temple of Augustus, from which 
time it assumed the appellation which with a slight change it 
has borne ever since, “ Sebaste.'* And now, although 
its existence has been brought fully to light only 
within the last few years, it still exhibits some relics of 
ancient architectural beauty, A long avenue of broken pillars, 
apparently the main street of Herod’s city, here, as at Pal- 

* Isa. xxviii. 1. * 2 Kings xviii. 10. 

• I. S76, 377. See 1 Kings xx. 13 — 16; 2 Kings vi. 24 — 33. 









Mayra and Damascus, adorned by a' colonnade on each side, 

, still lines the topmost terrace of the hill. The gothic rtiin 
of the church of St. John the Baptist, parent of the nume- 
rous churches which bear his name throughout the West, 
remains over what Christians and the Mussulman inhabitants 
still revere as the grave “of the Prophet John, son of 
ZacbariasV* round which, in the days of Jerome, the same 
wild orgies were performed which are now to be seen round 
“the Holy Sepulchre*.*’ The doubtful tradition, which 
thus links together on the summit of Samaria the names 
of the Baptist and his murderer, is amongst the very few 
solemn recollections which attach to tliis spot. It is pos- 
sible that the reservoir which still exists in the j)recincts of 
that edifice, half church, half mosque, may be the “pool” 
beside which Naboth and his sons perished (as the murderers 
of IshbosJieth by the pool of Hebron), and in which the blood- 
stained chariot of Aliab was washed after the fatal fight of 
Bamoth-Gilead*. But there is no place of equal eminence in 
Palestine, with so few great recollections. Compared with 
Shechem or Jerusalem, it is a mere growth of pleasure and 
convenience ; the city of luxurious princes, not of patriarchs 
and prophets, priests and kings. 

IV. As the central hills of Palestine terminate on the east 
The Passes maritiine plain and the Valley of 

of Manas- the Jordan, so on the north they descend through 
long broken passes to the edge of the great plain 
of Esdraeloii. Valleys of considerable depth, though never 
contracted to defiles, lead down from one to the other. Here 
and there they open into a wider upland plain. One such is 
that called the plain of Sanur^ out of which rise, like the 
isolated rocks from the Carse of Stirling, several steep hills, 
the most commanding summit being crowned by the strong 
fortress of Sanur. Through these passes, occasionally guarded 
by strongholds, the lines of communication must have run 
between the north and the south : in these passes* “ the horns 
of Joseph, the ten thousands of Ephraim*, and the thousands 


) This is the name by which the mde 
inhabitants of the present town of Se« 
bastieh point out the tomb. 

2 See Chap. XIV. ^ ^xii. 88. 


^ It 13 sometimes erroneously failed 
the plain of Sharon. 

^ Deut. xxxiii. 17. 
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of Mtoasseh,” were to repulse the invaders froni the north* 
Manasseh, extending along the whole of this long ridge> and 
then stretching across the Jordan to join the pastoral division 
of tlie same tribe, which reached into the distant hills of 
Bashan and Gilead, was the frontier and the outpost of 
Ephraim. Of the eastern portion there will be another occa- 
sion to speak. But the chief historical importance of the 
western portion lies in its occupation of the Passes of Es- 
draelon. They are very little known ; and in speaking of them, 
almost all travellers are compelled to draw conclusions from the 
one well-know'n descent from Sebaste through Sanur to Jenin. 
But the general nature of the ground cannot he doubted. 
Whenever the plain of Esdraelon has been occupied by hostile 
forces, it must have been from the hills of Manasseh that they 
were overlooked. On this turns the whole history of the great 
hero of Manasseh, Gideon, who amongst these hills was raised 
up to descend on the Midianite host. Hence, too, in the strange 
mixture of truth and fiction contained in the Apocayplial book 
of Judith, the whole stress of the defence of Palestine against 
Holofernes is laid on tlie same tribe; they were ‘‘charged to 
keep the passages of the hill country, for by them there was an 
entrance into Judaea, and it was easy to stop them that W'ould 
come up, because the passage was straight for two men at the 
most*.*’ A pass so narrow as is here intimated probably does 
not exist in this part of Palestine. But the general effect of 
the description is correct ; and although Bethulia, the city 
besieged by Holofernes, is unknown’, perhaps even a mere in- 
vention, yet there is one place mentioned as the point on which 
all the defences turned, and of which the notices agree with 
those in other parts of the Jewish history, namely Dothain. 
This appears to have been identified by the modern name of 
Dotan, a little on the west of what is now the usual descent on 
the plain from the lulls*. It is a green knoll, rising out of a flat 
grass field, interspersed with ancient cisterns. Its first appear- 
ance — not, howevei', without some doubt — is in the story of 
Joseph. He left “ the ‘valley ' of Hebron*’ — sought his brothers 

* Judith iy. 7. * Vau do Velde, i. Eobiu- 

® It may possibly be the fortress of sod, Lat. Eea. 123. 

Sauur, mentioned aboTe. 
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f^t Shechem — heard of them from a man in the cultivated “field,” 
so often mentioned — and found them at Dothain, or the * Two 
Wells.’ Into one of these wells, as it would seem, his brethren 
cast him, when, coming up from Esdraelon, they saw the Arabian 
merchants on their way from the mountains beyond the Jordan 
join the great Egyptian route along the maritime plain*. Tlio 
next appearance is more certain. At Dothain, or (as it is here 
written, in a contracted form) Dothan, Elisha was living*, when 
the Syrian army with its chariots and horses came up, no 
doubt from Esdraelon, on its way to Samaria. 


NOTE. 

MOUNT OEBIZIM. 

Two complete accounts have been given of Mount Oeriziin, — one 
by Dr. Robinson^, who saw it in 1838, the other by M. do 8aulcy% 
who saw it in 1851. I have ventured hero and there to add a few 
confirmations or illustrations of my remarks from the mouth of the 
Samaritan, Jacob es-Shellaby, who acted as our guide in 1851. 

The mountain is ascended by two well-worn tracks, one leading 
from the town of Nablus at its western extremity, tho other from 
the valley on its northern side, near one of tho two spots pointed 
out as Joseph’s tomb. It is on the eastern extremity of the ridge 
that the “holy places” of the Samaritans are collected, Eirst, 
there occurs the small hole in the rocky ground where the lamb is 
roasted on the evening of the Passover* ; next, the large stone 
structure, supposed by M. De Saulcy to be the remaius of the 
Samaritan temple, and by Dr. Robinson to bo the ruins of the 


^ Gen. xxxvii. 12 — 28. The traditional 
ncene of Jo86()h*s adventures is in tho 
plain of the upper Jordan, immediately 
north of the Lake of Gennesareth, and 
its site marked by an ancient khan, bear* 
ing hia name, “Khan Yusuf/* ns its 
I'.eighbourhood is by the “ Bridge of the 
Daughters of Jacob,” over tho river, and 
its consequences, by the black and v^hite 
stones on the shores of the lake, said to be 
the marks of JacoVs tears. (See Chapter 
n.) But there is no trace there of the 
name of Dothan, nor does it so well agree 
with the rest of the stoxy; and the whole 
cycle of local tradition may have grown 
up from the belief of later times, that 
Jacob lived and died in the holy city of 


Safed, which is in the centre of iliat region. 
One expression, however, sugsests a doubt 
whether, after all, it is not the place. 
The pit of Joseph was “in the wildcrnm'^ 
{miclbar). (Gen. xxxvii. 22.) This word 
might, as in the Gospels, be applied to 
the desert' valley of the Jordan — hardly 
to the valleys of Samaria. 

- 2 Kings vi. 18. ^ B. Tl. iii. 12i. 

* Journey round the Dead Sea, &c., iL 
321. 

* I have given the whole scene of the 
Samaritan Passover in detail, as I wit- 
nessed it in 1862, in Notices of liocalities 
in tho East, &c., pp. 175 — 181. ^ee 
a!.so Mr. Eogers's Notices of the Moo^n 
Samaritans, p. 25. 
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fortress of Justiniaa; but in either case occupying the site of the 
iiQcient temple. In one of the towers of this edifice^ on the north- 
east angle, is the tomb of a Mussulman saint, Sheykh Ghranem^ 
Under the southern wall of this castle or temple, is a line of rocky 
slabs, called the “ten stones,'* in commemoration of the ten (or 
twelve) stones brought by Joshua, or of the ten tribes of the 
northern kingdom. They have every appearance of a large rocky 
platform: the twelve (for there are twelve distinctly marked) 
divided each from each by natural fissures. It was also pointed 
out to him as the “burning-place** of the victims (Har-rakah). 
Beyond this platform, and still further to the east, is a smooth 
surface of rock, sloping down to a hole on its south side. The 
rock, according to the present story, is the lioly place ; the scene 
of Abraham’s sacrifice ; the Bethel of Jacob ; the spot where the 
Ark rested ; the hole in the Holy of Holies. But it can hardly be 
doubted that it is the original sanctuary ' ; and that the hole is an 
aperture for the sewerage of the blood of victims ; and it thus 
furnishes an. illustration of the threshing-floor of Araunah, on 
which the altar of David and Solomon was built, with the cavity * 
underneath for the reception of the blood and garbage. 

I have stated that there is every probability that Gerizlm, and not 
Jerusalem, is the scene of two of the most remarkable events in the 
liistory of Abraham. 

1. The meeting with Melchizedek (Gen. xiv. 17, 18) is expressly 
stated in the fragment of Theodotus preserved by Eusebius, 
to have occurred in “ Ar-Gerizim,** the “ Mountain of tho with Mel* 
Most High^** It is clear that this, as in the analogous case ckizoilek. 
nf Ar-Miigeddon, is simply the Greek version of “ the mountain of 
Gerizini,** the uniform mode of designating that eminence. So I 
observed that Jacob es-Shellaby always called it “ Ar-Gerizim ’* in 
Arabic. Tiiat it should have been thus early set apart as tho 
“mountain of the Most High;' is natural, from tho commanding 
appearance which it presents, especially as seen from the plain of 
Philistia and Sharon, up which, in all probability, the old Gerizites, 
from whom it derives its name, must have swept from tho Desert. 
And its elevation above the iieighboiiriiig hills is so great as naturally 
to deserve the supremacy which Josephus gives it, of “the highest 
of all the mountains of Samaria®.’* 

This traditional selection of Gerizim as the scene of the meeting 


* The same name was reported to us 
;is to De Saulcy, ii. 367. 

2 See Chapter III. 

® To ua, as to De Saulcy, a niche or 
apse in the “castle'* was shown as the 

** Kibleh ** of the Samaritans. But this 


probably was merely from the Mussalmati 
gukle’s association of such a spot with the 
niche of the “Mihrab" iu mosques. 

^ Euseb. Praep. Kv. ix. 22, 

5 Ant. XI. viii. 2. 
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with Melchizedefc is further confirmed by all the circumstances of 
the narrative. Abraham was returning from his victory over the 
eastern kings at Dan, at the head of the Valley of Jordan, when he 
was welcomed by the king of Sodom “at the valley of Shaveh, 
which is the king’s ‘valley,’’* or, as the Septuagint renders it, 
“ of the kings,” probably in allusion to this very meeting*. This 
valley is mentioned once again expressly as “the king’s valley,” 
where Absalom had erected his tomb®. It was conjectured in later 
times, that this valley was the ravine of the Kedron on the east of 
Jerusalem ; and the conjecture has been perpetuated by the name 
of Absalom’s tomb attached to the most conspicuous of the monu- 
ments in that ravine. But the context in both places leads to the 
conclusion that the place was somewhere near the Valley of the 
Jordan, probably on its eastern side, where the death of Absalom 
occurred, and where it would therefore be mentioned as a singular 
coincidence that he had erected his monument near the scene of his 
end. The only other occasion on wdiich the word “ Shaveh ” is used 
(meaning, /ipparently, a dale, or level space), occurs in these same 
parts, in the northern extremity of Moab, “ Shaveh-KiriathaimV’ In 
such a level space in one of tlie valleys, Abraham would naturally be 
met by the grateful king of Sodom. And at this same spot would 
also appear the king of the neighbouring town of Salem, of which 
the name possibly occurs again in the same vicinity in the history of 
Jacob ; then again, after a long interval, in Judith iv. 4; then in the 
history of John the Baptist, and still lingers in a village seen from 
the summit of Gerizim in the valley which leads out of tlie plain of 
Shechem towards the Jo^dan^ He was also priest of the Most 
High God— that is the very name, ^s we have seen, under w^hicb 
God was worshipped on the summit of Gerizim — and to him as the 
royal guardian and minister of the most ancient and conspicuous 

* Oen xiv. 17. Josephus calls it irelSlov Salem to have been the ancient name of 

fiacriXttQv {Ani. I, x. 2), an expressiou Jehus, and that the suhvsequent applica- 

which he could never have applied to the tion of this name to the Holy City was 

Valley of Jehoshaidiat. On the other merely a revival of its ancient appella- 

haud {in Ant. VII. x. 3), in speaking of tion. In favour of this belief, is:—(l.) 

Absalom^s tomb, he calls it Koi\as fia- The fact that Jerusalem is once so called 

and speaks of it as only three in Psalm Ixxvi. 2. (2. ) The authority of 

stadia from Jerusalem. Josephus (Ant. I. x. 2), who expressly 

* 2 Sam. xviii. 18. identifies the Salem of Melchizedek with 

® Gen. xiv. 5. See Appendix, iSi^are/i . Jerusalem. (3. ) The incidental confirma- 

^ Jerome speaks of having seen large tion of it in the name of Melchizedek 

rains at Salem, near Scythopolis, bear- ^the Kingof Righteousness) — which might 

ing the name of “ Melchizedek’s Palace.” seem to be the natural precursor of 

Rpiphanius (Adv. Hmr. ii. p. 469) speaks Adonizedek (the Lord of Righteousness), 

of its situation exactly where it is now king of Jehus in the time of Joshua, 

shown, in tlie plain opposite Shechem. But the concurrence of testimonies and 

The other and now more popular tradi- probabilities is decidedly in favour of the 

tion, which Kpiphanlus describes as exist- northern Salem, and there is no Irace of 

ing in bis time, and which is also adopted any belief to the contrary in the Scrip- 

by Saidas (vocc Melchizedek), supposes tares themselves. Jerome inclined to the 
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t»anctuAry of Palestine, Abrabam paid the tenth 6f the recently 
acquired spoil. 

2. What IS affirmed by the Qontile tradition with regard to the 
connection of Gerizim with Melcbizedek, is affirmed by the Sacrifice of 
Samaritan tradition with regard to its connection with the 
sacrifice of Isaac, “ Beyond all doubt ** (this is the form in which the 
story is told amongst the Samaritans themselves) “Isaac w'as offered 
on Ar-Gerizim. Abraham said, ‘ Let us go up and sacrifice on the 
mountain.* Ho took out a rope to fasten his son ; but Isaac said 
* No : I will lie still.’ Thrice the knife refused to cut. Then God 
from lieaveu called to Gabriel, ‘ Go down and save Isaac, or I will 
destroy thee from among the Angels,* From the seventh heaven 
Gabriel called and pointed to tlio ram. The place of the ram’s 
capture is still shown near the Holy Place.” The Jewish tradition, 
as represented by Josephus, transfers the scene to the hill on which 
the temple was afterwawls erected at Jerusalem, and this belief has 
been perpetuated in Christian times as attached to a spot iu the 
garden of the Abyssinian Convent, not indeed on Mount Moriah, 
but immediately to tho east of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
with tho intention of connecting the sacrifice of Isaac with the 
Crucifixion, An ancient thorn-tree, covered with the rags of 

pilgrims, is still shown as the thicket in which the ram was caught. 
But the Samaritan tradition is here again confirmed by the circum- 
stances of the story. Abraham was “ in the laud of the Philistines.” 
From the south of the plain he would advance, till on tho 

morning of “tho third day,” in the plain of Sharan, the massive 
height of Gerizim is visible “ afar olf,” and from thence half a 
day >vould bring him to its summit. Exactly such a view is 

to be had in that plain' ; and on the other hand, no such view or 

impression can fairly be said to exist on the road from the south 
to Jerusalem, even if what is at most a journey of two days 
could be extended to three. The towers of Jerusalem are indeed 
seen from the ridge of Mar Elias, at the distance of three miles ; 
but there is no elevation, nothing corresponding to the “place 
afar off” to which Abraham “ lifted up his eyes.” And tlie spe- 
cial locality which Jewish tradition has assigned for the place, 
and whose name is tho chief guarantee for the tradition — Mount 
Moriah, the Hill of the Temple — ^is not visible till tho traveller is 
close upon it, at the southern edge of the valley of Hinnom, from' 
whence be looks down upon it, as on a lower eminence®. And when 
from the circumstances we pass to the name, the argument based 
upon it in favour of Jerusalem is at least equally balanced by tbe 

belief tliat Jacob's Salem uraa Sheebem Melchizedek’s abode to some spot on tbe 
itself, tbongh he mentions another near eastward of Nfiblns. 

Scytbopolis, and also one on tbe west of * See Chapter VI. 

Jerusalem. The Samaritan tradition fixes ^ Barclay (City of the Great King, p. 
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argument which it yields in favour of Gerizim. The name of 
Moriah, as applied to the Temple hill, refers to the vision of David 
after the plague. ‘‘ Solomon began to build the bouse in the Mount of 
^ the appearance ’ (nioriah) [of the Lord], where He appeared (nireah) 
unto David his father^** Some such play on the word is apparent also 
in Gen. xxii. 8, 14, “ God will see ’* — “ in the mountain the Lord shall 
see,** where the Hebrew word employed, (Jehovah jireh,) is from 
the same root. But in the case of the mountain of Abraham’s 
sacrifice, it was probably in the first instance derived from its con- 
spicuous position as ^^seen from afar off;” and the name was thus 
applied not merely, to “ one of the mountains,” but to the whole 
“ land**^ ” — an expression entirely inapplicable to the contracted emi- 
nence of the Temple. The LXX, moreover, evidently unconscious 
of its identification with the Mount of Jerusalem, translate it, rijv 
yfjy T^y v^rih'iy, “the high land,” — a term exactly agreeing with 
the appearance which the hills of Ephraim, and especially Gerizim, 
present to a traveller advancing up the maritime plain, and also 
with the before mentioned expression of Theodotus — “ the mountain 
of the Most High.” It is impossible here not to ask, whether a 
trace of the name of Moriah, as applied to Gerizim, and its neighbour- 
hood, may not be found in the term “ Moreh** applied in Gen. xii. 6, 
to the grove of terebinths in the same vicinity ? of which the same 
translation is given by the LXX, as of Moriah — Spvy Tf)y v\fjrj\iiy 
“the hi^h oak.” Hebrew scholars must determine how far the 
difference of the radical letters of nno and niiD is an insuperable 
objection to its identification. In Gen. xxii. the Samaritans actually 
read Moreh for Moriah ; and the LXX, Ac^uila, Symmachus, and 
Jerome, all translate the word by “ lofty ” or “ conspicuous,” which 
M^ould be a just translation of “ Moreh,” not of “ Moriah.” See 
Bleek, in Tbeologische Studien uiid Kritiken, 1831, p. 520. 

Mr. Grove has pointed out to me a probable confirmation of this 
view in Amos vii. 9, 16, where “the high places of Isaac** and 
“the house of Isaac** are mentioned as amongst the sanctuaries of 
the northern kingdom. 

58) notices a rock in the valley of the never have been on the regular road from 
Kedron, from which J erusalem can be seen the South, 
some miles to the South. But this could ^ 2 Chron. iii. 1. 


^ Gen. xxii. 2» 



CHAPTER VI, 


THE MARITIME PEAIN. 

Zepb. ii. 5, 6, 7. Woe unto the inbabiiants of the sea coasts^ the natioiw- 
of the CheretMtes ! the word of the Lord is against yon ; 0 Canaan^ the land 
of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall he no inlmhitant. 
And the sea coast shall bo dwellings and * cisterns* for Hhcplicrcls, and folda 
for flocks. And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Jndah ; 
they shall feed thereupon.’* 

Judges V. 17. “Why did Pan remain in ships ?** 

Isaiah Ixr. 10. “Sharon shall be a fold of flocks.** 

Acts ix. 35. “All that dwelt in Lydda and Saron . . . turned unto 
the Lord.** 

Judges V. 17. “Asher continued on tho sea shore, and abode in hia 
creeks.* ’* 

Kzek. xxvii. 3, 4. “ O Tyiiis . . . thy borders are in the midst of the 



Maritime Plain. — I, TheSnEPHELAH : thePhuistinea: 1. 3Maritirae character 
— name of Palestine ; 2, The strongholds — sieges; 3. Corn-fields — con- 
tact with Dan ; 4. Level plain — contact with Egypt and the Desert. II. 
Plain op Sharon — pasture-land — Dor — forest — Cs&sarea — connection 
with Apostolic history. III. Plain and Bat op Acre — Tribe of Asher. 
IV. Plain op Phqsnicia : 1. Separation from Palestine ; 2. Harbours ; 
3. Security ; 4. BiTers. Tyre and Sidon — ^name of Steia. 



THE MARITIME PLAIN. 


We have now reached what was in fact the northern frontier 
of the chief homo of the chosen i)eople. All the main historical 
events of their domestic history j^assed in the mountains of 
Ephraim and of Judah. This clump of hills was the focus of 
the national life. All the parts of Palestine that lay round it 
to the west, to the north, and to the east were comparatively 
foreign ; the south, as we have seen, ended in the Desert. 

The point to which we have thus attained, overlooking from 
the outjDOsts of Manasseh the great battle-field of lisdraelon, 
compels us to make a retrograde movement and consider the 
Maritime Plain extending along the western coast, with which 
tlie ijhiin of Esdraelon stands in close connection. 

I. Beginning from the southern Desert, the first division of 
tills plain, which comprised the territory of the ancient PhUis* 
tines, is uniformly termed in the Old Testament, The 
Low Country (“ Shcphelah ”)*. The boundaries of tlieir pbelah,* or 
territory, though indefinite, may be measured by tlieir 
five great cities ; of which Ekron is the furthest north, and 
Gaza the furthest south. Two parallel tracts divide the flat 
plain : the sandy tract (Ramleh), on which stand the maritime 
cities ; and the cultivated tract, which presents for the most part 
an unbroken mass of corn, out of which rise here and there 
slight eminences in the midst of gardens and orchards, the seats 
of the more inland cities. Gatli^ has entirely disappeared, but 

^ '^Shephelah,** the Hebrew word, is pre- S«je Appendix, wee. 
served untranslated in 1 Mace. xii. 38 ^ See Porter*8 Syiia and Palestine. 
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Ekron, Ashdod, Gaza, and Ascalon retain their names ; and 
the three last have sites sufficiently commanding to justify their 
ancient fame. The four points thus indicated in the Philistine 
territory — its seaboard, its strongholds, its fertility, its level 
plain — explain much of the Philistine history. 

1. Without losing ourselves in doubtful discussions as to 
Maritime their origin, it is obvious that the Philistines were 
the emphatically “ strangers They were “ strangers ** 

listines. from beyond the western sea, whether from Asia 
Minor, as seems to be implied in the name of Caphtor (accord- 
ing to the LXX, Cappadocia), or from the nearer island of Crete, 
as seems to be imjjlied in their appellation of CherethitesV 
To such colonists the southern shores of Palestine offered 8 
home. On those shores they long retained their ancient sea- 
faring worship. Dagon, the ** Fish-god,” was honoured with 
stately temples even in the inland cities of Gaza and Ashdod^, 
Derceto, the Fish-goddess, was worshipped at Ascalon^; and 
near Jaffa, the modem village of Beit-Dejan preserves the 
name of another ** House of Dagon,” of which the ancieni 
records make no mention. It is remarkable that of their own 
seafaring habits there is no authentic trace. Jaffa or Joppa 
was the only port on their coast, and that apparently was always 
in the hands of the Israelites. Within its narrow limits the 
neighbouring tribe of Dan ‘‘ remained in ships*,” during the 
conflict of tlie central and northern tribes with Sisera. To 
the port of Jaffa came the rafts for Solomon’s Temple, and 
from that port Jonah embarked on his distant voyage. But 
though the Philistines themselves made no apparent use of 
the sea, their maritime situation must account for the curious 
fact, that from this foreign and hostile race the Holy Land 
acquired the name by which it is most commonly known in 
the Western world. Palestine, or “ the land of the Philis- 
Name of tines,” was the part of Judaea with which the Greeks^ 
Palkstiwb. first and chiefly acquainted, as they followed in 
the track of the Egyptian Pharaohs and Ptolemies along this 

1 Such is the probable meaning of the < Diod. Sic. ii. 4. 

word, and so the LXX usually render it * Judg. t. 17. See also the inscrii)^ 

-*-*aXAo^^Xot. tion of King Bsmunszar described 

* Zeph. ii. 5. Note G at the end of this Chapter. 

* 1 Sam. T. 2; Judg. xvi. 23 : 1 
Maoe. X, $4. 



narrow strip of Syria, or as their vessels may occasionally have 
touched at Jaffa. And thus by a process similar, though con* 
verse, to that by which the Romans gave the name of Asia and 
Africa to the two small provinces which they first possessed on 
those two continents, or the English applied the name of tlie 
whole Teutonic race (Dutch) to that people of Germany which 
lay immediately opposite th(^ own shores, the title of “ Phi- 
Jistia,” or “ Palestine,** was transferred from the well-known 
frontier to the unknown interior of the whole country. 

2 , The cities have been already enumerated. There is 
nothing specially to distinguish them each from each. TheStroug- 
They rise above the plain on their respective hills ; 

Gaza, Aslidod, and Ekron withdrawn from the coast, Ascalon 
and Jaffa situated upon it. They are all remarkable for the 
extreme beauty and profusion of the gardens which surround 
them — the scarlet blossoms of the pomegranates, the enormous 
•oranges which gild the green foliage of tlieir famous groves. 
Well might Jaffa*, the beautiful,** be so called; well might 
Ascalon be deemed the haunt of the S}Tian Venus. Her 
temple is destroyed, but the Sacred Doves* — sacred by imme- 
morial legends on the spot, and celebrated there even as late 
■as Eusebius, — still fill with their cooings the luxuriant gardens 
which grow^ in the sandy hollow within the ruined walls. These 
cities, thus situated on the grand route of the invaders of 
Palestiiae from north or soutli, have ahvays played a part in 
resisting the attacks of besieging armies. The longest siege 
recorded in history was that conducted for twenty-seven years 
by Psammetichus against Aslidod. Gaza, protected both by 
its eminence and by the sandy tract* reaching iip to the 
base of the hill on which it stands, provoked the siege which 
has left so deep a stain on the character of Alexander. In 
Ascalon was entrenched the hero of the last gleam of history 
which has thrown its light over the plains of Philistia. Within 
the walls and tow^ers still standing, Richard held his court ; 
and the white-faced hill which, seen from their heights forms 
fjo conspicuous an object in the eastern part of the plain, is 

^ See Chapter V. p. 243. Doves, in Diod. Sic. ii. 4. 

* .See the legendary origin of the Sacred • See Grote’s Greece^ »i. 1^3. 
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the ‘^Blanche-Garde” of the Crusading chroniclers, which 
witnessed his chief adventures ^ 

8* But the most striking and characteristic feature of Phi- 
Oomfieias immense plain of cornfields, stretching 

from the edge of the sandy tract right up to the very 
wall of the hills of Judah, which look down its whole length 
from north to south. These ri^ fields must have been the 
great source at once of the power and the value of Philistia ; 
the cause of its frequent aggressions on Israel, and of the un- 
ceasing efforts of Israel to master the territory. It was in fact 
a “ little Egypt/* As in earlier ages the tribes of Palestine, 
when pressed by famine ’sveiit down to the Valley of the Nile, 
so, in later ages, when there was a fiimine in the hills of 
Samaria and the plain of Esdraclon, tlie Shunammite Went 
with her household “ and sojourned in the land of the Philis- 
tines seven years*/* In that plain of corn, and those walls of 
rock, lies the junction of Philistine and Israelite liistory, which 
is the peculiarity of the tribe of Dan*. This region is what the 
kings of Sidon regarded as “ the root of Dan\*’ These are the 
fields of “ standing corn,** witli “ vineyards and olives ** amongst 
Contact them, into which the Danitc hero sent down the 
withOan. “three hundred ‘jackals**** from the neighbouring 
hills. In the dark openings here and there seen from far in 
the face of those blue hills, were the fortresses of Dan, whence 
Samson “went down**’ into the plain. Through these same 
openings, after the fall of Goliath, the Philistines poured back 
und fled to the gates of Ekron, and through these the milch- 
/tine, lowing as they went, carried back the Ark to the hills 
of Judah*. In the caves* which pierce the sides of the lime- 


^ May it not also be “Libnab,” the 
“ WhUe city,” 'wblch Sennacherib was 
l)e8ieging (2 Kings xix. 8) immediately 
Inifore the destruction of his army 1 The 
name, the situation, and the strength of 
the position perfectly agree. (Compare 
Joshua XT. 42.) 

* 2 Kings viii, 2. 

* With the exception of the events of 
Samson's life, the history of the southern 
portion of l)an is too closely interwoven 
wiUi that of Judah to be further deve- 
loped.* In one instance the Talmud 
speaks of the houses of a particular city 


(Baalath), belonging to Judab, and the 
fields to Dan. (Schwarz, i). 138). So at 
Hebron the city belonged to Levi, and the 
tields to Judah : Josh. xxi. 11, 12. 

•* See Note C, 

* “Shualim,” Jud, xv, 4, 

® Jud. xiv. 1, 5, 7. 

' 1 Sam. xvii. 52 ; vi. 12. 

® That both these caverns were in 
this direction is implied by the context. 
Samson, after the slaughter at Timnath, 
down into the ‘cleft* of Ibe 
‘cliff’ Btam,”and there concealed mm- 
self till ho was brought wp” by the 



stone cliffs of Lekieh and Deir-Dubban on the edge of Ae plain« 
may probably be found the refuge of Samson in the ** cliff*' 
Etam, before his victory mih the jawbone ; as perhaps after- 
wards of David in the cave of Adullam. It is not often tliat 
on the same scene^ events so romantic have been enacted at 
such an interval of time, as the deeds of strengtli which were 
wrought in this plain by hinx> before whose lion ramp the 
bold Askalonite fell/* and those of our own Coeur de Lion. 

4. As these plains form the point of junction and contract 
with the hills of Judah on the west, so they form a Level 
point of junction and similarity with the wide pastures 
of the Desert on the south. This free access from the wilder- 
ness to tlie unprotected frontier of Philistia is wdiat Contact 
in more recent times has alw'ays attaciied its for- 
tunes more or less to those southern regions. Gaza Deserts 
was and is the frontier city of Syria and the Desert, on the 
south-Avest, as Damascus on the north-east ; and standing as 
it does on its’ solitary eminence with no protection but its 
surrounding sand and mud, it w^as unable to restrain the 
advance of any enemy from that quarter. Hence the frequent 
march of the Egyptian kings through ‘ the low country/ * 
Hence the possession of tliis plain by the Edomite Arabs,, 
who, taking Eleutheropolis for their caj)ital, occupied it under 
the name of Idumsea, during the period of the Herocls. 

Hence the insecurity of these x>f^i'ts at the present 
day from the unchecked incursions of the Bedouin tribes ; 
reproducing a likeness of the desolations, which, probably 
from the same cause, befell this same region at the close of 
the Jewish monarchy, “ O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, 
I will even destroy thee that there shall be no inhabitant, and 
the sea coast shall he dwellings and ‘ cisterns * for shepherds, 
and folds for flocks*.*' 

II. The corn-fields of Philistia, as we advance further 


men of Judah (Judges xv. 8, 13). David 
fled from Gath to the cave of Adullam, 
and all his father’s house went dovm 
from the hills of Bethlehem to visit him 
there (1 Sara. xxii. 1). Adullam is 
also fixed by Joshua xv. 35, to be in the 
Shephetah^ that being the word rendered 
*‘vidl«y’*in verseSS, For Skephdah aoo 


Appendix § 8. For the probable identifi- 
cation of these caves, see Van de Velde, 
iL 140, 157. 

> 1 Kings xix., 8 (Libnah) ; xxiii., 29 ; 
2 Cbron. xxxv., 20, 22 ; 2 Cbron. xiL, 
2 — 4 ; and 2 Cbron. xiv., 9,10, compared 
with Josh. XV., 44. 

* Zeph. ii. 5, 6, 

b2 
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norths melt into a plain, less level and less fertile, though 
stUl strongly marked off from the mountain-wall of Ephraim, 
Pujirop O'S that of Philistia was from the hills of Judah and 
Sharon, jg a gharon,*’ a name of the same root 

as that used to designate the table-lands beyond the Jordan 
C* Mishor and derived from its smoothness — that is, appa- 
rently, its freedom from rock and stone*. Like the Philistine 
plain it is divided into the ‘‘ Kamleh,” or sandy tract along the 
sea-shore, and the cultivated tract further inland, here called 

Khassab,*’ the reedy ; ” apparently from the high reeds 
which grow along the banks of some of the streams which here 
fall into the Mediterranean ; one of them always having borne 
that name — “Kanah*” or the ‘‘reedy.*’ It is interspersed 
with corn-fields and thinly studded with trees, the remnaiits, 
apparently, of a great forest which existed here down to the 
second c^tury*. Eastward the hills of Ephraim look down 
upon it— -the huge rounded ranges of Ebal and Gerizim‘ 
towering above the rest ; and at their feet the wooded cone, on 
the summit of which stood Samaria. But its chief fame then, 
Pasture- as now, was for its excellence as a pasture-land. Its 
wide undulations are sprinkled with Bedouin tents 
and vast flocks of sheep ; the true successors of “ the herds 

which were fed in Sharon,” in David’s reign, under “ Shitrai 

the Sharonite*,” and of “the folds of flocks,” which, Isaiah 
foretold in “ Sharon,” as the mark of the restored IsraeP. 
Probably this very fact, then as now, rendered it insecure, and 
therefore unfrequented by the Israelites of the mountain country 
above; at any rate during the whole period of the Old Dispen- 
sation no one liistoiical name or event is attached to this 
Dor and district. The only town that marked the region in 

Naphath- early times is Dor, with its surrounding district of 
“Naphath-Dor%” It was the northernmost limit of 

* Like the Greek word (See meaning, and therefore probably futm 

Appendix.) this well-known feature by which to them 

3 Joshua xvi. 8; xviL 9. In the it was chiefly distinguished. It continued 

Gemai’a (Shevith. fdl. S8, 4), reeds are till the Crusades (Michaud, Ch. VIII.). 

mentioned as the special mark of streams. * See Chapter V. p, 249. 

gland's Palestine, p. 806.) * 1 Chr. xxyii. 29. 

* Eira dpvfios fi4yas rts^ Strabo, xtU. * Isaiah Ixy. 10. 

Apdfiot is the same word by which the ^ Josh. xi. 2 (“borders’'); xifl^ 23 
LXX baye, translated “ Sharon,” in Isa. (“coast”); 1 Kings iy. 11 (“region”). 
IxT. 10, certainly not from its real For the word Naphath^ see Appendix, 
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the tribe of Dan ; but it was better kaown as the furthest 
southern settlement* of the Canaanites, joining on to that line 
of seaport towns which extends henceforth in regular succes- 
sion along the coast as far as Aradus, or Arvad. Its situation, 
with its little harbour enclosed within the wild rocks rising 
over the shell-strewn beach, and covered by the fragments of the 
later city of Tantdra, is still a striking feature on the lonely shore* 
But it was the fate of Sharon, as of some other parts of 
Palestine, after centuries of obscurity to receive a new life 
under tlie Eoman Empire. From being the least distinguished 
tract it rose in the reign of Herod almost to the first import- 
ance. On a rocky ledge, somewhat resembling that of Ascalon 
on the south, and Dor on the north, rise the ruins of Csesarea, 
now the most desolate ‘site in Palestine. Like the 

Go6sai6a» 

vast fragments of St. Andrew’s in Scotland, they run 
out into the waves of the Mediterranean sea, which dashes over 
the prostrate columns and huge masses of masonry; but, 
unlike St. Andrew’s — unlike in this respect to most Eastern 
ruins — no sign of liuman habitation is to be found within the 
circuit of its deserted walls, no village or even hovel remains 
on the site of what was once the capital of Palestine. With 
his usual magnificence of conception, Herod the Great deter- 
mined to relieve the inhospitable barrier which the coast of his 
country opposed to the Western world, by making an artificial 
port, and attaching to it the chief city of his kingdom* The 
divergence of Eastern and Western ideas is well illustrated by 
the contrast between this Roman metropolis and those native 
capitals of Hebron, Jerusalem, Shechem, and Samaria, which 
we have already examined. Whatever differences distinguished 
those older cities from each other, they had this in common, 
that they were all completely inland. To have planted the 
centres of national and religious life on the sea-shore was a 
thought which never seems to have entered even into the 
imperial mind of Solomon. Far away at Ezion-Geber on the 
Gulf of Akaba, was the chief emporium of his trade. Even 
Jaffa only received the rafts which floated down the coast from 
Tyre *, To describe the capital as a place where shall go no 


^ See Note C. 


- 1 Kioga ix. 27. r. 9. , 
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galky with oars, neither, shall gallant ship pass by */' is not, as 
according to Western notions it would be, an expression of 
weakness and danger, but of prosperity and security. But in 
Herod this ancient Oriental dread of the sea had no existence. 
He had himself been across the Mediterranean to Rome, and 
on his alliance with Rome his own power depended ; and when, 
after his death, his kingdom became a Roman province, the 
city which he had called by the name of his Imperial patron, 
was still continued as the seat of the Roman governor, for the 
same reason as that which induced him to select the site — its 
maritime situation. From that sea-girt city, Pontius Pilate 
came yearly across the plain of Sharon, and up the hills, to 
;keep guard on the Festivals , at Jerusalem. In tlie theatre, 
built by his father, — looking out, doubtless, after the manner 
pf all Greek theatres, over the wide expanse of sea, Herod 
Agrippa '^^as struck with his mortal disease*. 

The chief, indeed the only important link which Ceesarea 
possesses with Sacred history, is that which is at once explained 
by the fact of its being the seat of government. Of all the 
Counectio^i Palestine there is none which is so closely 

of Sharon connected with the Apostolic history as tliis tract of 
rea witr* between Gaza and Acre, and especially the 

Apostolic neighbourhood of Coesarea. After the first few years 
hktory. months of the Church of the Apostles, the s«ene of 
their labours was removed from the ancient sanctuaries of their 
race ‘‘ in Judsea and Samaria ” to ‘‘ the uttermost parts of the 
land.” Partly, no doubt, the half Gentile cities of the coast 
^were more secure than the centres of national fanaticism in the 
interior; partly in the growing consciousness of the greatness 
of their mission, these vast Gentile populations had for them 
an increasing attraction, powerful enough to brealc through the 
old associations which had at first bound them to the scenes of 
their country’s past history and of their Lord’s ministrations. 

Philip, after his interview with the Ethiopian pilgrim on the 
road to Gaza, ^^‘was found at Ashdod, and' passing through 
preached in all the cities till he came to Cjesarea*,” and there 

f 

^ Tsaiah xxsiii. 21. ^ Acts xii. 21 ; Josephui^ Ant. XIX. vii. 2. 

* Actsviii. 26, 40. 



with his four daughters he made his home'« Peter came 
down from the mountains of Samaria ‘‘ to the saints which 
dwelt at Lydda ; and all they that dwelt at Lydda and Sarou 
saw him and turned to the Lord and “ forasmuch as Lydda 
was nigh to Joppa*,** he arose and went *’ thither to comfort 
the disciples mourning for the loss of Dorcas; and there ‘^he 
tarried many days ’* with the tanner, Simon, whose house was 
by the sea-side*/^ On the flat roof of that house— overlooking 
the waves of the western sea, as they dash against the emerging 
rocks of the shallow and narrow harbour, — ^the vision appeared 
which opened to the nations far beyond the horizon of that sea 

the gates of tlie kingdom of Heaven,’* and which called the 
Apostle to make the memorable journey along the sandy ridge 
of the coast, to find on the morrow the first Gentile convert 
in the Koman garrison at Cffisarea. And lastly, it was in the 
castle of Cmsarea that Paul spent his two last years in the 
Holy Land, before he finally left the East for Rome and Spain. 
He was brought thither from Jerusalem, clown the pass, already 
described, of Beth-horon, under cover of tlie nighP, with the 
double escort of spearmen and of horsemen. They reached 
Aiitipatris at dawn, — on the edge of the plain ; and then the 
spearmen, needed for defence in the pass, and useless in the 
passage through the plain, returned to Jerusalem, leaving the 
mounted guard to gallop with their prisoner across the level . 
ground to Ccesarea\ 

These movements of the Apostles, no doubt, are connected 
only by the slightest thread with the ground over which they 
pass. The sight of the places throws but a very faint light on 
the history of the primitive advance of Christianity. Yet it is 
not without importance to see the reason why they so turned 
around this hitherto unknown sx^ot, and thus to trace back to 
its origin the first contact of the religion of the East with the 
power of the West. It is as if Christianity already felt its 
European destiny strong within it, and by a sort of prophetic 
anticipation, gathered its early energies round those regions of 
the Holy Land which were most European and least Asiatic. 

» Acta xxi. 8 . * Ib. ir. 32, 35, 38. ® Ib. xxVii. 22, 31, 32, I owe thit 

3 Ib. ix. 43 ; x. 6.' Note A. local illustration to my friend Mr, Meade, 

* Ib. xxiii, 31, 33, who followed this route in 1851. 



III. The plain of Shafon contracts beyond Dor^ and there 
thixsM appears rising at its extremity the long ridge 
Hi AY or of Carmel closing up its northern horizon. Bound 

the promontory of Carmel, runs a broad beach, which,, 
uninterrupted by the advance of tides, must always have 
afforded an easy outlet for the Philistine armies, for the kings 
of Egypt, for the forces of the Crusaders, to the bay of Accho 
or Acre. This bay with its adjacent plain, opening between 
Carmel and the hills of Galilee, and forming the embouchure,, 
so to speak, of the great plain of Esdraelon, may be regarded 
in some respects as a continuation of the maritime tract which 
we have been hitherto following. There is still the same tract 
of white sand-hills, through which the two short streams of the 
Kishon mid the Belus fall into the sea; and, beyond, a rich soil, 
perhaps the best cultivated and producing the most luxuriant 
crops, boiji of corn and weeds, of any in Palestine. On the 
south of the plain rises the long ridge of Carmel, its western 
end crowned by the French convent ; on the north, the bluff 
promontory of the Ladder of the Tyrians, the modern Eas-en- 
NAkAra, differs from Carmel in that it leaves no beach between 
itself and the sea, and thus by cutting off all communication 
round its base, acts as the natural barrier between the bay of 
Acre and the maritime plain to the north — in other words^ 
between Palestine and Phoenicia. Acre, therefore, is the 
northernmost city of the Holy Land, on the western coast ; 
and gathers round it whatever interest attaches to this comer 
of the country. As in the case of Ceesarea, and for a similar 
reason, that interest is of a recent date, and thus, reversing 
the fate of all the other cities of Palestine, has grown and not 
decayed with the lapse of years. It is indeed of far older origin 
than Ceesarea, being one of the Canaanitish settlements, from 
which the Israelites had been unable to expel the old inha- 
bitants' ; and it is a remarkable instance of the tenacity with 
which a Semitic name has outlived the foreign appellation 
impressed upon it. Ptolemais, — the title which it bore for the 
many centuries of Greek and Koman sway, — dropped off the 
moment that sway was broken, and in the modern name of 
Acre, the ancient Accho*, derived from the “ heated san^y 

* Judges 1. 31. ® See Qesenius in voce^ p. 1020. 
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tract an tvhich the town was built, re*asserted its rights* But 
with the single exception of St. PauFs landing there when he 
commenced his last land journey to Jerusalem*, it has no con- 
nection with the course of the Sacred History. Asher was the 
tribe to whose lot the rich plain of Acre fell, — he dipped his 

foot in oil/’ his “bread was fat, and he yielded Tribe of 
royal dainties*.” But he dwelt among the Canaan- 
ites ; he could not drive out the inhabitants of Accho, or ot 
Achzib ; he gave no judge or warrior to Israel. One name 
only of the tribe of Asher shines out of the general obscurity, — 
the aged widow*, who in the very close of the Jewish history 
“ departed not from theTemide at Jerusalem, but served God 
with fastings and prayers night and da}".” With this one 
exception, the contemptuous allusion in the Song of Deborah 
sums up the whole history of Asher, when in the great 
gathering of the tribes against Sisera, “ Asher continued on the 
sea-shore and abode in his ‘ creeks.’ ” So insignificant w"as the 
tribe to which was assigned the fortress which Napoleon called 
the key of Palestine ; so slight is the only allusion, the only 
word that the Old Testament contains for that deep indentation 
i)( the coast, wliich to our eyes forms so remarkable a feature in 
the map of Palestine, a feature in the nomenclature of which 
the languages of the West are so prolific. Tliither 
however, as to a natural and familiar haven, the 
European navigators of a later time eagerly came. Bad as the 
harbour was, yet the mere fact of a recess in that long coast 
invited them ; and Caipha, at the ox)posite corner of the bay 
under the shelter of Mount Cai’inel, served as a roadstead.. 
And when, as in later times, foreign rice became the staple food 
of the country, the importance of Acre, the only avenue by 
which it could regularly enter, was carried to the highest pitch. 
“ The lord of Acre may, if it so please him, cause a famine to 
be felt even over all Syria. The possession of Acre extended 
the influence of the famous Djezzar Pacha even to Jerusalem*,’* 
The peculiarity therefore of the story of Acre lies in its many 
sieges, — ^by Baldwin, by Saladin, by Eichard, by Khalil, in 
the middle. ages; by Napoleon, by Ibrahim Pacha, and by Sir 

* Acts xxi. 7. the tribe of Aser,** Luke ii. S6, 

- Beut. xxxiii. 24 ; Gen. xlix. 20. * Clarke’s Travels, iv. 80. 

* **Anna, the daughter of Pbanuel, of 
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Eobert Stopford, in later times. It is thus the one city of 
Palestine wliich has acquired distinct relations with the Western 
world of modern history, analogous to those of C®sai’ea witli 
the Western world of ancient history. But the singular fate 
which it enjoyed at the close of the Crusades gives it a special 
interest never to be forgotten by those who in the short 
space of an hour’s walk can pass round its broken walls. 
Within that narrow circuit — betvreen the Saracen armies on 
one side, and the roar of the Mediterranean Sea on the other 
— were cooped up the remnant of the Crusading armies, after 
they had been driven from every other pai‘t of Palestine. 
Within that circuit “ the kings of Jerusalem and Cyprus, of the 
house of Lusignan; the princes of Antioch; the counts of 
Tripoli and Sidon; the great masters of the Hospital, the 
Temple, and the Teutonic Orders ; the Republics of Venice, 

, Genoa, and Pisa; the Pope’s legate ; the kings of France and 
England, assumed an independent command. Seventeen 
tribunals exercised the power of life and death All the eyes 
of Europe were then fixed on that spot. Acre contained 
in itself a complete miniature of feudal Europe and Latin 
Christendom. 

IV. With tlie northern extremity of the plain of Acre, the 
Pi^AiN OF coast of the 'Holy Land is naturally terminated by 
Phieiuoia. -the promontories of the Tyrian Ladder (Ras en- 
Nldcfira) and the White Cape (R^s el-Abyad) ; the first deriving 
its name from the fact that it Avas the entrance into the Phoeni- 
cian territory, tlie latter from its white rocks*. 

But though thus separated both historically and geographi- 
cally from Palestine, the plain of Phoenicia in all essential 
features furnishes so natural a continuation of the maritime 
plain of Judaea and Samaria, that it will be best considered 
here. The double tract — of sand along the shore, of cultivated 
land under the hills, — still continues. The towns, too, 
resemble in their situation all those which we have hitherto 
noticed along the coast : standing out on rocky promontories, 
v^th very small harbours, natural or artificial. If there were 
any difference to be observed which might in any degree 
account for the far greater celebrity obtained by these cities in 

* Gibbon, vii. 442. are comprised under the name of “Seah 

^ Probably both these promontories Tyriornm.** 
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commence and navigation, it would be that the promontories of 
Tyre, Sidon, and Beirut project further, and thus form some- 
thing more of a protection, or of a sea-girt situation, than 
those of Ascalon, Jaffa, Dor, or Acre. Perhaps, also, the 
groves and gardens which surround the ports from which these 
■ promontories start, are, especially at Beirut and Sidon, more 
extensive and luxuriant even than those at Jaffa. This long 
line of coast, then, from the White Cape far up to Arvad — a 
length equal to that of the whole of Palestine from Dan to 
Beersheba — is the famous country, second only to Palestine 
itself in its effect on the ancient world, called by the Hebrews, 
partly perhaps in allusion to its level plain, “ Canaan,'* or “ the 
Lowland,’* the more remarkable for its situation under the 
highlands of Lebanon; called by the Greeks Phcenicia, or 
the “Land of Palms,” from the palm-groves which appear 
indeed at intervals all along the western coast, but here moro 
than elsewhere*. 

So completely was the line of demarcation observed, which 
the Tyrian promontories interposed between Phcenicia giigjj^eiw 
and Palestine, that their histories hardly touch, of its con- 
Their relations were always peaceful : Solomon traded ^ahMes- 
with liii’am ; Aliab married the daughter of Ethbaal®'; 
but the incessant wars, wliicli brought the Assyrians from the 
north, and the Philistines from the south, into the heart of 
Judflca, never produced any contact with the great commercial 
states of this secluded tracts. Not till the very last days of 
the Jewish monarchy do we find any invasion of Jewish ter- 
ritory by the Phoenician kings. Jaffa and Dor, with tlieir rich 
tract of adjacent corn-land, were then wrenched from the tribe 
, of Dan and added to the Sidonian territory*, and from that 
time the southern boundary of Phoenicia was extended indefi- 
nitely along the coast to one or both of those two cities. 

Two exceptions, proving the rule, introduce higher visions 
into this primeval region of commerce and of letters. Over- 
looking the shore, whence Grecian fable imagined that Europa 
had taken flight; seated aloft on the top and side of one of 

* The palm was the emblem of Tyre, - 1 Kings xvi. 31. 

Sidon, an«l Arrad. (See Kenrick’s PLoe- ® See Koto C. 
nicia, p. S.'i.) 
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the hills, the long line of which skirts the plain of Fhcfenicia ; 
Elijah at conspicuous from far by the white domes of its many 
iWepta. tombs of Mussulman saints, is the modern village 
of Surafend, the ancient Zarephath. Over those hills, in the 
great famine which fell alike on both Palestine and Phoenicia, 
came the great Israelite Prophet into the territory of the 
heathen Tyrians, and partook of the hospitality of the widowed 
mother. A curious distortion of the story still lingers in the 
Mussulman traditions of the neighbourhood. Close on the 
sea-shore stands one of these sepulchral chapels dedicated to 
El-Khudr,” the Mohamedan representative of Elijah. There 
is no tomb inside, only hangings before a recess. This 
variation from the usual type of Mussulman sepulchres is 
“ because El-Klmdr, is not yet dead ; he flies round and round 
the world, and tliose chapels are built wherever he has ap- 
peared. • Every Tlmrsday night and Friday morning there is a 
light so strong within the chapel that none can enter 

Long afterwards, another Syro-Phcenician woman welcomed 
the approach of a greater Prophet in the same neighbour* 
hood. We know not tlie spot. Mediaeval tradition points to 
Christ at ancient reservoir south of Tyre, called the head 
Tyre. *of the spring “ Eas el- Ain.” He rested, it was 
said, on a large rock, and sent Peter and John to bring him 
some water tlience, which he draijk, and blessed the beautiful 
spot whence it came*. At any rate somewhere within the 
Tyrian border the Lord’s feet trod on Gentile ground, so far as 
we know, for the first and only time, since Joseph “ took the 
young child ” back from Egypt. And onwards He went 
‘‘ through Sidon*,” and crossed the high Lebanon range on His 
return to his usual haunts. 

But the very rarity of this intercourse with Palestine may 
justify a few words on the connection which bound so closely 
Harbours plain of Phoenicia and the fortunes of 

its own inhabitants. First, its sea-board, wdth such 
little harbours as its headlands furnish, naturally made it 

^ So we were told by the peasants on 141, 142), Phocaa (ActaSanctoranuMaii^ 
the spot. For the legend of El-Khudr, vol. ii.) 

aoe Jelal-ed-dln, 128 ; Schwarz, 129, 446. ’ Jiidwvos in B. and 1). (Mark Yik 

* MaundeYille (Early Travellers, pp. 81), 
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the earliest outlet of Asiatic enterprise. From this coast 
the inhabitants of that old continent must have made their 
discoveries ; and for the first beginnings of such voyages, as in 
the analogous case of Greece, the smallness of the ports was 
not a sufiicient objection. No one who has seen Munychia 
and Phalerum need be surprised at the narrow space of the 
havens of Tyre and Sidon. Secondly, there was the 
protection of the vast range of Lebanon. This at 
once gave to the northern coast of Phoenicia a security wliich 
the southern coast of Philistia has never enjoyed. The Bedouin 
tribes, no doubt, occasionally cross the Tyrian Ladder or the 
Galilean hills into Phoenicia, but their incursions must be very 
rare compared with those to which Philistia has been subject, 
in early times from the mountaineers of Judcea, in later times 
from the Arabs of the Sinaitic Desert. Thirdly, the 
ranges of Lebanon send across the narrow strip of 
Phoenicia streams of a size and depth wholly unknown to 
Palestine. The Leontes, as we have seen, one of the four 
rivers of the Lebanon, though not equal in its effect on the 
country w^hich it waters to the other three, is yet tlie largest 
river in Syria, the largest river which the traveller from 
Egypt will have seen since he left the Nile. And the more nor- 
thern rivers, the ‘‘ pleasant Bostrenus — the modern Auwaly, 
hard by Sidon: the clear Lycus — River of the Wolf or Dog; 
the romantic rivers of tlxe Adonis and Kadisha — are amongst 

the streams from * Lebanon,” which must always have kept 
Phoenicia fresh and fertile. 

If from the country generally we turn to its more celebrated 
cities, there are several marked characteristics which belong to 
all of them, and which distinguish them from the cities of the 
southern plain. First, though none of them possess harbours 
in the modern sense of the word, they have all certain approxi- 
mations to it. Tyre and Arvad stood on islands ; and Sidon, 
Berytus (Beirut), and Tripolis(Tarabulus) on promontories, with 
a chain of islets in front or at their side. These islands served 

^ A UkeneB3 to it is found in a huee 2 “Kadlsba,” the ‘*Holy Stroam.’^ 
fragment of ruin at the .river’s mouth. See Chapter XII. , 

/Ritter, iv. 510.) * Cant, iv. 15. 
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ia ancient times, and might to a still greater degree serve in 
and modern times^ for a protection from the storms of the 
Sidon, Mediterranean. The modern town has very much 

shrunk within its ancient limits. ’Not only has the town on the 
mainland disappeared, but a large part of the island — that is, . 
what was the island before Alexander joined it to the shore by 
the present long sandy isthmus-- lies bare and uninhabited; 
fragments of columns tangled together in the waves; large frag- 
ments, too, of masonry of the walls of the old port; huge walls 
of an ancient castle, and also of the old cathedral*. In this last 
lie, far away from Hohenstaufifen or Salzburg, the bones of the 
great Emperor Frederic Barbarossa, brought thither after the 
long funeral procession which passed down the coast from 
Tarsus to Tyre, to lay his remains beside the dust of a yet 
greater man — Origen. On this rugged rock {tsur) the earliest 
sanctuary of Tyre, as of her own colony of Gades, was reared; 
Name of from it was derived the name of 2'yret or, 

according to its ancient Hebrew and modern Arabic 
name, Tsur, and Sar — which, in all probability, led the Greeks 
to transfer the appellation of this, their first acquaintance, to 
the whole land of Syria. It is possible that the junction of 
the island of Tyre to the mainland, effected by Alexander s 
mole, suggested to him the formation of the double harbour of 
Alexandria, by uniting to the mainland the island of Pharos. 
It is said that the junction of the island of Buad, or Arvad, to 
the mainland by like means, -would render that ancient seaport 
the most available harbour in Syria. 

Secondly, Beirut, Tripoli, and especially Tyre and Sidon, enjoy 
the advantage of peculiarly fertile tracts immediately adjoining. 
The gardens of Sidon are conspicuous even from a distance. 
The plain of Tyre, with the copious springs of Has el ain, has 
always been famous as one of the richest districts of the Turkish 
Empire. 

Thirdly, there were attached to some of them special natural 
productions of value. The purple shell-fish, on their rocky 
inie purple promontories, — said still to be found at Tanturah,— 
Shdl-fish. furnished the Phoenician merchants one of ^their 
chief articles of trade. Sidon derives its name from the con* 

* For the topography of anoieut Tyre, see Bitter, Lehanoo, pp. 324— 8S6* 
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Tenieixce of its projecting point for the first sea-fishermen to 

catch** the “fish*** of the Mediterranean, and even the rook of 
Tjrre still answers the same purpose* Amongst all these cities, 
it is on Tyre that the attention of the Biblical student is chiefly 
fixed. Its main features can still be distinguished and illustrated 
the situation of kindred cities elsewhere. The massive re- 
mains of the ancient walls of Arvad, nearly surrounding the 
island of the modern Ruad, give some notion of the defences of 
Tyre. The limited size of the island led both in Tyre and Arvad 
to an arrangement which must have rendered them a striking 
exception to most Oriental, and to most ancient cities. For the 
sake of economising the narrow space, the ‘houses of both were 
built up, fearless of earthquakes, to the height of many stories, 
recalling, says Strabo, the aspect of the gigantic mansions of the 
Augustan Rome. With this lofty mass of edifices towering on 
its sea-girt rock, Tyre might well be thought a fit type of the 
ancient Queen of Commerce; and the prophet naturally spoke of 
her as a floating palace ; as a ship moored by the long strand®; “in 
the midst of the sens,*' with her “masts of cedar,** her “ sails of 
fine linen, blue and purple,*’ her “mariners, rowers, and pilots.’* 
There is one point of view in which this whole coast is 
specially remai’kable. “A mournful and solitary 
silence now prevails along the shore which once ofPhoBni- 
resounded with the world’s debate.” This sentence, 
with which Gibbon solemnly closes his chapter on the Crusades, 
well sums up the general impression still left by the six days’ 
ride from Beirut to Ascalon ; and it is no matter of surprise 
that in this impression travellers have felt a response to the 
strains in which Isaiah and Ezekiel foretold the desolation of 
Tyre and Sidon. In one sense, and that the highest, this 
feeling is just. The Phoenician power which the Prophets 
denounced has entirely perished ; even whilst “ the world^^ 
debate of the middle ages gave a new animation to these 
shores, the brilliant Tyre of Alexander and Barbarossa had no 
real connection with the T3Te of Hiram ; and perhaps no 
greater stretch of imagination in ancient history is required 
than to conceive how the two small towns of Tyre and Sidon, 

‘ KenrieVs Pboenioia, ,pp. 47, 68. 3 tjje elaborate representation of 

3 Strabo. This has been veil caught Tyre as a slap, see Kzekiol xxvii. 3—26 
by Maoanlay, Hist, of Eng. vol (Kenrick, pp. 193, 349;. 
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they now exist, could liave been the parent cities of Carthage 
and Cadiz, the traders with Spain and Britain, the wonders of 
the East for luxury and magnificence. So total a destruction, 
for all political purposes, of the two great commercial states 
of the ancient world has been frequently held up to commercial 
states in the modern world, as showing the precarious tenure 
by which purely mercantile greatness is held ; and in this 
respect the prophecies of the Hebrew seers* were a real revela- 
tion of the coming fortunes of the world, the more remarkable 
because experience had not yet justified such a result. But to 
narrow the scope of these sublime visions to the actual build- 
ings and sites of the cities, is as unwarranted by facts as it is 
mistaken in idea. Sidon has probably never ceased to be a 
populous, and, on the whole, a flourishing town : small, indeed, 
as compared with its ancient grandeur, but never desolate, or 
without some portion of its old traffic ; and still encompassed 
round and round with the lines of its red silk manufacture. 
'Tyre may perhaps have been in a state of ruin shortly after the 
Chaldean, and subsequently after the Greek conquest of S^Tiii. 
But it has been always speedily rebuilt ; and the magnificent 
columns which strew its shores and its streets at the present 
day, attest its splendour during a long portion of its existence 
— ^through the period not only of its ancient, but of its mediaeval, 
history. After the termination of tl^e Crusades, it still remained 
a seat of European factories ; and, though confined within a 
very small part of the ancient city, it is still a thriving and 
well inhabited village, with a considerable traffic in millstones, 
conveyed from Hermon in long caravans, and thence exported 
to Alexandria. The period, during which it sunk to the lowest 
ebb, was from the close of the seventeenth to the beginning of 
the present century ; and the comparative desolation which it 
then exhibited no doubt jiresented some of the imagery on 
which so much stress has been laid, in order to convey the 
impression of its being a desolate rock, only used for the 
drying of fishermen’s nets. But as this was not the case 
before that period, and is certainly not the case now, it is idle 
to seek for the fulfilment of the ancient prediction within t^ose 
limits ; and the ruin of the empire of Tyre, combined with the 

^ Isa. xxiii. 1, 15 j Ezek. xxvi. — xxviii. 
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rewal and continuance of the town of Tyre, is thus a striking 
instance of the moral and poetical, as distinct from the literal 
and prosaic, accomplishments of the Prophetical scriptures^ 
The same argument applies with greater or less force to the 
prophecies against Ascalon, Damascus, and Petra, as well as 
to those of which the fulfilment is supposed to be yet future. 
If the revival of these cities, after their temporary destruction, 
shows that we are not to press the letter of prophecy beyond 
its professed object, so also the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans shows that no expectations of its future prosperity 
can be founded on prophecies uttered long before that time in 
reference to its restoration by Ezra. It is possible that, in the 
changes of the Turkish empire, Palestine may again become 
a civilised country, under Greek or Latin influences ; that the 
Jewish race, so wonderfully preserved, may yet have another 
stage of national existence opened to them; that they may 
once more obtain possession of their native land, and invest it 
with an interest greater than it could have under any other 
circumstances. But the localities of Syria, no less than common 
sense and piety, warn us against confounding these specula- 
tions with divine revelations, or against staking the truth of 
Christianity and the authority of the Sacred Ptccords on the 
chances of local and political revolutions. The curse* on 
Ascalon must have expired before the time when it became the 
residence of the Herods and the court of the Crusaders. If 
Petra under the Roman eini)ire rose into a great thoroughfare 
of Eastern traffic, and is now again, after a long interval of 
desertion, the yearly resort of European travellers, it is clear 
that the words* “ None shall pass through it for ever and ever,** 
cannot be extended beyond the fall of the race of Esau. In 
like manner the curtain of prophecy falls on the Holy City, 
when ‘^Jerusalem was trodden down*’* by the armies of Titus. 
Its successive revivals under Hadrian, Constantine, Omar, and 
Godfrey, as well as its present degradation, and its future 
vicissitudes, are alike beyond the scope of the Sacred Volume*. 


> Zepfa. ii. 4, 7. 

2 Isa. xxxiy. 10; Jer xlix. 18, 
* Luke xxi. 24. 


^ For the general question of the local 
predictions of the Old Testament, see 
Arnold’s Two Sermons on Frophecf, 
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NOTE A. 

HOUSE OP SIMON AT JAFFA. 

One of the few localities which can claim to represent an historical 
scene of the New Testament is the site of the house of Simon, the 
tanner, at Jaffa. The house itself is a comparatively modern building, 
with no pretensions to interest or antiquity. The outer door is from 
the street in which stand the Latin and Armenian convents, but no 
church or convent appears to have been built on the site, and no other 
place is shown as such. The house is occupied by Mussulmans, and 
regarded by them as sacred ; a small mosque or praying*place is in 
one of the rooms, which is said, by the occupants, to commemorate 
the fact that “ the Lord Jesus here asked God for a meal, and the 
table came down at once,” a remarkable instance of the vulgar 
coztuptioh of miracles so common in Mussulman traditions ; and, in 
this case, curious as an evident confusion of the Mahometan versions 
of the Feeding of the Five Thousand*, and of the Last Supper®, with 
the Vision of Peter. Such a tradition, even from the fact of its 
distortion, and from its want of European sanction, has some claim 
to be heard. And this claim is remarkably confirmed by the circum- 
stances of the situation. The house is close “ on the sea-shore 
the waves beat against the low wall of its court-yard. In the court- 
yard is a spring of fresh water, such as must always have been 
needed for the purposes of tanning, and which, though now no 
longer so used, is reported to have been so used in a tradition which 
describes the premises to have been long employed as a tannery. 
It is curious that two other celebrated localities maybe still identified 
in the same manner. One is in Jerusalem. At the southern end of 
the Church of the Sepulchre stood the palace of the Knights of 
St. John. When Saladin took the Holy City, it is said that he 
determined to render the site of the palace for ever contemptible, 
by turning it into a tannery. And a tannery still remains with 
its offensive sights and smells amongst what are the undoubted 
remains of that ancient home of European chivalry. Another case 
is nearer home. Every one knows the story of the parentage of 
William the Conqueror, how his father, under the romantic cliff of 
Falaise, saw Arlette amongst the tanneries. There, again, the 

^ See Weife Biblical Legends, p. 226. 

- Koran, v. 118. (Calcutta Review, iv. p. 201.) ^ 



ciiAk V 1.3 tHE iStAEITIMB TLAIN, m 

tanneries still take adrantage of the running streams which creep 
round the foot of the rock, — ^living memorials of the ancient stor^» 
The rude staircase to the roof of the modern house, flat now as 
of old, leads us to the view which gives all that is needed for the 
accompaniments of the hour. There is the wide noonday heaven 
above ; in front is the long bright sweep of the Mediterranean Sea, 
its nearer waves broken by the reefs famous in ancient Gentile 
legends as the rocks of Andromeda ^ Eishcrmen are standing 

and wading amongst them — such as might have been there of 
old, recalling to the Apostle his long-forgotten nets by the Lake 
of Gennesareth, the first promise of his future call to be “ a fisher 
of men,** 


NOTE B. 

VILLAGES OF SHARON. 

It may be expedient to give here two or three notices of places, 
not as being directly connected with Sacred History, but as having 
been omitted in previous accounts. 

About three hours N. of Jaffa is a village on the sandy ridge of the 
“Kami eh,** JEUJSaram Ali thn-Aleim,*^ “the sanctuary of El-Haram 
Ali the son of Aleim,** so called from the mosque and tomb andArsuf. 
of that saint, whoso story as related to us by the keeper of the mosque 
is as follows : “ He was a dervish in the adjacent village of Arsuf, 
Sultan of all the dervishes of all the country round. The villagers 
thought not at all about God. When Sultan Bibars (from Egypt) 
came to besiege it, Ali — who lived in the town on alms that were 
given to him — bafiled him by catching all the cannon-balls in his 
hands. A dervish from the besieging army, after some time, came 
to ask him the cause of the failure of all tlmir attacks. Ali replied, 
‘ Will the Sultan make me a good mosque and tomb, and is he a 
good Mussulman?* ‘Yes,’ answered the dervish. ‘ Send him then 
to me, disguised as a dervish.’ The Sultan Bibars came and pro- 
mised to build for Ali the mosque and tomb; and Ali stipulated 
for twenty-four hours before the cannonading was to begin anew. 
He then warned the people of Arsuf to become Mussulmans, 
threatening the fall of ihe town if they refused to listen to him. 
They disbelieved him; the twenty-four hours elapsed — ^the can- 
nonading recommenced — Ali no longer intercepted the balls, and 
the town was destroyed.” 

The ruins of Arsuf are still visible on an eminence a little north 
of “ El-Haram,” with a fosse on the land-side, and walls on the sea- 


’ Compare Kenrick's Phoenicia, p. 20. 
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The mosque of the “ Haram ” professes to be the one built 
by Sultan Bibars in accordance with his promise, and the tomb 
which stands in the court of the mosque to have been built for 
the saint before his death, the body having been let down ^ into 
the vault below through the two ends of the tomb, which are now 
walled up\ 

Schwarz, confounding Mi and AU^ supposes the inhabitants to 
represent this as the grave of ML He says that on one side of the 
tombstone is a Hebrew, and the other a Samaritan, inscription ; and 
that the Samaritans constantly go to perform their devotions at it 
(p. 143), 

Vm-JShalid is one of the chief villages of the plain of Sharon, and 
Um-Kha- the height above it commands one of the most striking 
lid. views of the mountains of Ephraim, the very view in all 

likelihood intended in the description of Abraham’s approach to 
Mount Gerizim, when he saw the place afar off*.** It is so called 
£tom a great female saint, “Sittah Saba, the mother of Khalid,** 
whose tomb is marked, not as usual by a mosque, but by a large 
enclosure in which it stands in the open air, under the shade of an 
enorinoua fig-tree. The ancient and Hebrew name of Antipatris*, 
which is situated about ten miles from TTm-Klialid, was Caphar 
Saba, which is still preserved in the Arabic Kofr-Saba. The not 
unnatural belief of the peasants of Hm-Klialid is, that this name is 
derived from the Lady Saba who lies buried uudor their own fig-tree. 
It would be a curious queatiou to know whether this is an accidental 
coincidence, or whether there was a real Hebrew or Syrian worthy- 
in earlier times, who has been thus connected with the later Arabian 
traditions of Khalid of Damascus. 


* Pliny speaks of the town and river 
of Crocodiles in Phcenicia (II. N. v. 19) ; 
and Strabo (xvi.) places the town of 
Crocodiles between Accho and Ciosarca, 
apparently near the latter. The fact is 
noticed by Pococke. The river in ques- 
tion is a stream — fordable, but deep — 
immediately nortli of Cwsarea, marked in 
2immermann’s map as Nahr Zerka. Tho 
keeper of the mosque of Kl- Haram curi- 
ously confirmed the old story. He said 
at once that the river was called **Moi 
Temsah ’* — “the water of the crocodile ** 

— 4bnd described, without any suggestion 


on our part, that he had seen in it crea- 
tures nearly as long as a boat, with 
long tails liko lizards. 1 give this testi- 
mony for what it is worth. The man 
had never been in Egypt, nor ever seen an 
Egyptian crocodile. Compare Kenrick’s 
Phoenicia, p. 24. They are mentioned 
by the Crusading Historians Jiear this 
spot. 

* See Chap. V.; note on Gcrizim, p, 
251. 

3 For the whole question of Antipatris, 
see Conybearo and Howson on St. Paul, 
vol. ii. pp. 277, 278. 
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NOTE C. 

PHCENICIAN ANTIQUITIES ON THE MARITIME PLAIN. 

The PhoBnician plain, far beyond any part of Palestine Proper, is 
strewed with the distinct fragments of older civilisation. Tomb of 
One of these is the “Tomb of Hiram,** which has been Hiram., 
shortly described by Robinson (iii^ 384), and Van de Velde (i. 184) ; 
and engraved as a frontispiece to Captain Allen’s work on the Bead 
Sea. It stands inland amongst wild rocky hills, about three miles 
from Tyre. It is a single gray sarcophagus hollowed out so as just 
to admit a body. A large oblong stone is placed over it, so as com- 
pletely to cover it, the only entrance being an aperture knocked 
through at its eastern extremity. The whole rests on a rude pedestal 
of upright unhewn stones. There are other broken stones in the 
neighbourhood. Our guide from T}Te (professing to derive his 
information from an Arabic work on Tyro called “ Torad,**) said 
“ that it was the tomb of King Hiram, buried at the eaHern gate of 
old Tyre, which thence reached down the hill towards the sea.’* 

Another monument of unknown age is a circle of upright stones— 
as of Stonehenge — which rises amongst the bushes near 
the shore, about an hour N. of the mouth of the Khdsimiyeh 
or Litany, near Adldnh These must be what M. Van de Velde 
(i. 203) saw from a distance, and what his guide told him “ were men 
turned into stone for scoifmg at Nabi Zur.” Nabi Zur (of whom he 
here and elsewhere speaks) is evidently the Prophet Zwr,’* i. e, the 
founder (Eponymus) of Tyre — as NaU Sidoon of Sidon. A similar 
circle appears to exist under the name of Hadjar-Lasbah near the 
Bead Sea (Be Saulcy, ii. 69). They are curious as probably examples 
or illustrations of the monumental stones so often mentioned in the 
Old Testament. 

To these must now be added the sarcophagus of Esmimazar, King 
of Sidon, foimd in the royal burial-place near Sidon, and 
now by the munificence of the Due de Luynes deposited in 
the Louvre. It is remarkable as bearing the only Pheo- limunazar. 
nician inscription yet discovered in Phoonicia. The inscrip- 
tion, which is double, consists chiefly of an imprecation much in the 
style, and occasionally in the very words, of the Hebrew Prophets, 
on any one who shall remove the sarcophagus or its cover from the 
place of interment. 

The Due de Luynes, who has published a learned commentary* on 

1 See EenrieVs Phoenicia, p. 19. scription fun^rs^ d’Esmnxiazar, par H. 

* M^moire sur le Saroophage et riai- dAlbert de Luynes. , 
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the wbole inscription, arrives at the conclusion that Bsmunazar lived 
at the end of the seventh century before the Christian era, and there- 
fore in the last times of the Jewish monarchy. Near the close of 
the inscription, Esmunazar expresses his gratitude to the God 
Milcom for having enabled him to conquer “Bor and Japha, and 
wide-spread lands of com in the root of Dan.** The Duke in liis 
commentary (p. 34) makes Dan to be the Northern colony (see 
Chapter XI.), and Dor and Japha to be respectively Haramoth-dor 
(Josh. xxi. 32) of Naphtali, and Japhia of Zebulnn (Josh. xix. 12). 
But Esmunazar could hardly have attached such importance to these 
two obscure, only once-named towns. Nor have they any con- 
nection even with the northern Dan. The two cities must surely be 
Dor and Jalfa, already described in this chapter, celebrated as sea- 
ports, and both included in the territory of Dan.' With this also 
will best agree the further designation of “ lands of corn ** if this 
translation of P ‘1 is adopted. To this the ample cornfields of 
Sharon and Philistia would correspond as well, as the rough hills of 
Zebulon and Naphtali correspond ill. Is it not, however, possible 
that*the word “ Dagan ** rendered “ corn,** may bo “ Dagon,** and 
that tile lands thus described as granted by Milcom may derive this 
appellation from Dagon ** the Philistine and maritime god ? 

With the southern limit thus ascribed to the Phoenicians agrees 
the definition of their boundary both by Herodotus and Pliny. 


^ Aavirat . « • • kcu Aivpois 6pi^6fi€Uou JTos. Aut. V. i. '/Ji 



CHAPTER VII, 


THE JORDAN AND THE DEAD SEA. 

Gen. xiii. 10. And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the ‘ round* 
of JorJanu” 

Josephus’ Wars of the Jews, IV. viii. 2. **The country between the 
two ranges of mountains which extend to the Lake of Asphalt is called * the 
great plain.’ Its length is 230 furlongs, and its breadth 120. It is divided 
in the midst by the river Jordan, and it contains two lakes, the Lake of 
Tiberias, and the Lake of Asphalt, of the most opposite natures ; for the one 
is salt and barren, and the other sweet and full of life. In the summer 
season the plain is burnt up, and from the excessive drought the aii becomes 
pestilential ; for the whole plain is without water except the Jordan ; and 
so it results that the iialm^groves on its banks are flourishing— but less so 
those that ivre further off.” 

Justin, xxxvi. 3. Eat vallis, quss contiuuia montibus, velut mare quodam^ 
ad in star castroruui clauditur. 



Tbe Pour Biveni of Lebanon — ^The physical peculiarities of the Jordan— Its 
importance as the rirer of Palestine. — Unfrequented — Hisb^rical scenes. 

^ I. Vale of Siddim and Bead Sea : 1. Battle ofthe Kings ; 2. Overthrow^ 
of Sodom and Gomorrah ; 3. Appearance of the Dbad Sea ; 4. Vision 
of Ezekiel; 6. £n>gedi. II. Plain — Terraces of the Jordan ; 1. Plain 
of Abel'Shittim — Encampment of the Israelites — Views from Pisgah — 
Balaam — ^Moses — Burial-place of Moses — Passage of the Jordan ; 2, 
Jericho— -At the time of the capture — Of the prophets — Of Christ ; 
3. Bethabmra— Scene of the Preaching of John — Scene of the Tempta- 
tion — ^Baptism in the Jordan — ^Bathing of the Pilgrims. 



THE 

JORDAN AND THE DEAD SEA. 


The history of the Jordan cannot be viewed without a con* 
sideratioii of the physical peculiarities which mark its relation 
to Palestine and to the world, and which must here be once 
for all noticed in detail. 

It is a characteristic of all the four rivers of the Lebanon, 
that they are almost precluded by the circumstances The Four 
of their rise from attaining their natural outlet in the ^ 
sea.* To compare their position with that of rivers courses, 
and mountains on a far larger scale, it is as if the Amazon and 
Orinoco after being confined within the lines of the Andes, 
were either lost in the Pampas without reaching the Atlantic, 
or by a violent turn in their course escaped into the Pacific. 
The Orontes and Leontes both flow parallel to the Mediter- 
ranean, for the greater part of their channels, shut out from 
it by the high wall of Lebanon. At the last moment, as it 
were, of their existence, they make a sudden turn westward, 
and descend into the sea. The Orontes* finds its outlet by 

^See Chapters II. and XII. This Official Report of Lynch's Expedition, 
peculiarity of the rivers is well stated in pp. 80, 81. 

Anderson's Geological Description in the ^ The modern name of the Orontes, 
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doubling back upon itself, so that its course for the last thirty 
miles is parallel to the great body of its own stream. The 
Leontes, though with a less rapid change, has to force its way 
through the narrow pass produced by the sudden oflEshoot which 
Anti-Libanus throws out westward, as if with the very object 
of preventing its escape. The Barada alone issues into what 
would have been the natural exit for all — the plain of Syria, 
on the way to the Indian Ocean. But the basin-like character 
of that plain, combined with the effect of the burning waste 
beyond, stops short its career in wide marshy lakes, a day^s 
journey beyond the city of Damascus. 

The Jordan combines in itself the peculiarities which 
Thcpecnli- other three. Eising in the fork of 

axitieaof the two ranges of Anti-Libanus, it first runs by 
® ^ * necessity within these two enclosing walls, parallel 

to the Mediterranean from north to south, as the Orontes 
frorSt south to north. Its streams — for in this stage it can 
hardly be called a single river — are first received into the 
high lake of Merom, Avhich might seem destined to absorb 
its waters, as in the case just mentioned of the river of 
Damascus. But two causes prolong its existence, first the 
continual supply which its own stream and that lake itself 
receive from the adjacent springs in the limestone cliffs of 
Lebanon, secondly, and in a more remarkable degree, the 
depression in the valley which begins here, and opens a 
course for the river to descend in its collected volume, and 
with increased rapidity downwards for three hundred feet into 
the Sea of Galilee. Again it might seem to have met with 
its end, but again it plunges through twenty-seven rapids, 
through a fall of a thousand feet,* through what is the 
lowest and final stage of its course. Like the Leontes and 
Orontes, it would now seem intent on making every effort 
to escape, darting first to the right, then to the left, 
then to the right again, and thus descending so deviously 

£1 Aa*j — ‘Hhe rebellious,” is said to be throw over it (Schwarz, p. 57). 
derived partly from its flowing contrary * The only known instance of a 
^ all the other streams, and |)artly from greater fall is the Sacramento river iu 

its wild Mid rapid current, which tears California, 
away all the bridges that men attempt to 
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and capriciously as to present tbe unparalleled spectacle of a 
course only sixty miles* in actual length, increased to two 
hundred hy the infinite multiplication of its windings. But 
unlike the northern rivers of the Lebanon, the Jordan is 
doubly and trebly confined as well within its own successive 
terraces, as within the two high mountain-walls which accom- 
pany it on either side with undeviating regularity till they see 
it fall into its lowest depth in tlie Dead Sea. From tliis, its 
last receptacle, the Jordan emerges no more. 

It has thus three distinct stages — tlie first ending in the 
Lake of Merom, the second in the Sea of Galilee, and the 
tliird in the Dead Sea. The two earlier stages will be noticed 
as we ascend its course. The third stage, on which we now 
enter — the “ great plain ** of the later Jews ; the “ Aulon or 
“ channel ** of the Greek geographers; the ‘‘ Ghor’* or “ sunken 
plain” of the modern Arabs* — as it is the one in which 
the peculiar characteristics of the region are most signally 
exhibited, so it is the only one in which the river itself is 
connected with the Sacred histoiy. 

The singular relations of the Jordan to the rest of the world 
were imknown to the Israelites. But its strange results as 
affecting tlieir own country were familiar to them as to us; 
and must have heightened in every age the chann which hangs 
over the mysterious valley. They must have been struck at 
all times by its great depression, to the depth of no less than 
three thousand feet below the mountains of Judaea, which is 
marked by the never-failing notice of the ** going up ” from, or 
the “ going down ” to its level, in the numerous allusions to 
the journeys up and down those high mountain-passes, from 
the first invasion of Joshua to the last journey of our Lord. 
They must have known habitually, what to us is known only 
through two adventurous expeditions — the swift descent of 
the stream as it leaves the Sea of Galilee, — from which in all 


* Official Eeport of Lynch, pp. 30, 149, 
205. “The Jordan is the crookedest 
riyer what is,” is the homely but forcible 
expression of the English Expedition 
(Geogr. Jonm. xyiii. 113), for the same 
characteristic which Pliny (H. N. y. 15) 
describes more rhetorically “amnis, qixa- 

tenua locomxn situs patitur, ambUumu.'* 


This feature of the Jordan is well caught 
in a quaint allusion in Giles Fletcher’s 
poem, “ Christ’s Death and Triumph.” 

For the name “The great plain,” 
see Josephus, BelL Jud. IV. yiii. 2. For 
the “Auldn” andi the “Qhor,” see 
Bitter; Jordan, 481. 
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probability is derived the one ' name by which it is called in the . 
Old Testament, **the Jordan*' or ‘‘the Descender*.” Thigr 
must have been struck, too, by the innumerable windings which 
in this descent it carves for itself in its deep bed — “ a gigantic 
green serpent” as seen from the adjacent heights threading its 
tortuous way through its tropical jungle. They knew well the 
beauty and richness of this mazy line of forest, “ the pride * of 
the Jordan,” the haunt of the lions, who from the neighbouring 
Desert sheltered themselves in the reedy covert. They care- 
fully marked in their geographical vocabulary the singular con- 
trast so well described by Josephus \ between the naked Desert 
on the one hand, and on the other hand the rich vegetation 
along the winding banks of the river, and in the circles » 
produced by its tiibutary streams. Throughout the several 
narratives of the Old Testament the distinction is always 
observed between the inhabited “round” or “circles*” of 
the Jordan, and the uninhabited “Desert*” through which 
it flows. 


* It is never called tlie ‘driver” or 
‘‘brook,’* or any other name than its 
own, “ The Jordan.” See Appendix. 

* A striking illustration is contained in 
.Toshua iii. Id, where the word for the 
“coming down’* of the waters of the 
Jordan is the same as that used 
in the singular for the river itself. 
Abulfeda and the old Arabic writers call 
it El Ordaim. The Arabs near Tel El- 
Khady call it Ed-Dan. But as a general 
rule its ancient name is represented by 
“Sberiah,” “the watering-place,” or 
“ Sheriat el-Khebir,” “the great water- 
ing-place,” to distinguish it from 
“Sheriat el-Maudhur,” the Hieromax. 
(Kewbold, in Journal As. Soc. xvi. 12.) 

^ The Hebrew word “ Oaon,” is rightly 
translated “pride” in Zech. xi. 3, and 
wrongly, “swelling,” in Jer. xii. 5; 
xlix. 19 ; 1. 44 j usually in connection 
with the lions. Belaud (p. 274) quotes 
a good description of the Jordan from 
Fhocas, the pilgrim of the 12th century, 
which shows that up to that time the 
jon^^e was still so regarded. “In the 
twisUng and winding streams of the 
Jordan rats rod 'lop^vov i\iKO€lBf<rt 
fral iiyyvKoffrp6fots potus) as is likely, 
there are certain portions of the lands, 
next to the river, marked o£^ with a 


vast mass of reeds growing in them. In 
these, herds of lions are wont to dwell.” 
No lions are now seen, but boars and 
tigers (leopards ?) are described (Moly- 
neux, p. 118). 

4 Josephus, Bell. Jud. IV. viii. 2. 

* Ciccar and Odiloth, These two 
curious terms (in the English version 
rendered “plain” or “region,”) though 
occasionally with a wider application, 
risually denote the Jordan- valley — applied 
respectively to its lower ai4d upper stage. 
It is tempting to derive this usage (with 
lleland, p. 274) from the windings of the 
stream ; and it is not at any rate impos- 
sible that this may have suggested or con- 
firmed the invariable use of ciccar for 
the circular oasis of Jericho and the five 
cities. In later times no doubt the words 
were taken merely as provincial terms 
for “region,” and as such were translated 
both in the LXX and in the New Testa- 
ment, rrtpix^poSf “ the surrounding 
neighbourhood.” Appendix. 

® The word for the Desert-plain of the 
Jordan is almost always arabahf or am- 
hothf being the continuation of the ap- 
pellation now confined exclusively to the 
Desert" valley south of the 0bad Sea. See 
Appendix. 
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And^ lastly^ it must have been impossible ta overlook the 
singularity of the river, not merely in its ordinary aspect, but 
in the more eccentric phenomena which more or less powerfully 
aflEected its liistorical character. How far there are to be found 
any traces of strictly volcanic agency in the limestone bed of 
the Jordan -valley is still a question. But, such as there ore, 
they are found here in a greater degree than anywhere else in 
Palestine ; anA if the agency which they seem to indicate was 
manifested in earlier times with greater force than at present, 
it would be the more impressive from its rarity'. Of this 
nature are the masses of bitumen which give their name to 
the “Asphaltic** Lake; the warm springs, which, at Hammath, 
on the Lake of Galilee, and at Callirhoc, on the Dead Sea, 
hurst forth from the sides of the hills; the remains of lava 
which are said to exist on the shores of both lakes; the 
earthquakes which have within the memory of man shaken 
down the cities of Safed and Tiberias on the northern lake, 
which St. Jerome* describes as having in liis own time 
destroyed Kerak in the Eastern neighbourhood of the southern 
lake. That some such means were emidoyed in the cata* 
strophe of the Five Cities is now generally acknowledged. 
If any of the other extraordinary convulsions — such as the 
withdrawal of the waters of the Jordan, the overthrow ot 
Jericho, and the earthquake which afterwards in the same 
neighbourhood struck a panic into the Philistine host*, — should 
have been effected by similar means, the student of the Old 
Testament will discover in the indications which still exist, 
a remarkable illustration and confirmation of the historical 
character of the Sacred records; the more so, because the 
secondary causes of such phenomena must to the histoifians 
themselves have been wholly unknown. 

Two general remarks occur before descending into the detail 
of the several scenes of the history of the Jordan, great 
On the one hand, it is the only river deserving of the of 
name which flows south of the Lebanon. Those 
which Ml into it from the eastern hills, the 
Hieromax, the Jabbok, and the Arnon, are too remote from 

^ The ease is veil stated in Williams’s * Jerome on laai. xr. (ire Sanlej, i# 
arUcle' on PaUHine in Dr. Smith’s Die- 491). 

tjonary of Ancient Geography. * Josh. ill. 16 ; vi. 20. 1 (Sam. xIt. 15. 



Mstorical Palestine to be of importance. The few streams 
which flow westward into the Mediterranean^ such as the Belns, 
the Kishon, and those of the Plain of Sharon, are too insig- 
niflcant ever to have attracted attention, in comparison of the 
full volume of water poured by the Jordan in an unfailing 
supply through the whole length of the country. As such it 
was emphatically The Biver of Palestine ; and ito name is thus 
used in the Book of Job as the synonym of a perennial stream’. 
But on the other hand, in contrast to the rivers of other 
countries, the Jordan from its leaving the Sea of Galilee to its 
end, adds hardly a single element of civilisation to the long 
tract through which it rushes. Wliilst Damascus, whilst 
Antioch, wliilst Egypt, derive their very existence from their 
respective rivers, the Jordan presents the singular spectacle of 
a river almost wholly useless, so far as civilised man is con- 
cerped, through the long ages of its liistory. It is, indeed, 
still the “ Sheriat el-Khebir,*’ the “ great watering-place '' of 
the Bedouin tribes ; and so it must always have been. But it 
is the river of a Desert. “ The Desert,” as we have seen, 
is the ordinary name by which its valley was known ; hardly a 
single city or village rose upon its actual banks. Within the 
narrow range of its own bed it produces a rank mass of vege- 
tation, but this luxuriant line of verdure only sets ofif more 
completely the contrast of life with death, which is its charac- 
teristic feature. 

This singular fate of the Jordan is the direct result of tlie 
depression of its channel. The depth of the valley in the 
bottom of which it flows, prevents its waters from escaping, 
like those of the Nile, to fertilise anything beyond its own 
immediate bed; but the tropical temperature to which its 
whole plain is thus exposed, whilst calling out into almost 
unnatural vigour whatever vegetation receives the life-giving 
touch of its waters, withers up every particle of verdure that is 
found beyond their reach. As a separation of Israel from the 

^ In the deacription of the Behemoth, term for any river. This single ezpres- 
or hippopotamus, in Job xi. 23, it is sion is a strong indication that the 
said, “ He trusteth that he can draw up Book of Job, or at least this portion of 
Jordan into his mouth.” As tiie hippo- it, must have been comped by an in- 
potamus is not a native of Syria, it is habitant of PalesUne. Bee Appendix, 
dear that the word is used as a general Jarden. 
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surrounding country, as a boundary between the^ two main 
divisions of the tribes, as an image of water in a 
dry and thirsty soil, it played an important part ; MenM eon* 
but not as the scene of great events, or the seat of »^dwitb 
great cities’. Its contact with the history of the 
people is exceptional, not ordinary, confined to rare and 
remote occasions, the more remarkable from their very rarity, 

I, These instances we may now proceed to examine. The 
earliest is one which at first might seem to militate The Vale 
against what has just been said. There was once a 
time in the far distance of patriarchal ages, when tlie Jordan 
was not thus isolated. At the time of tlie first migration of the 
herdsmen of Chaldsaa into the hills of Palestine, when Abraham 
and Lot looked down from the mountain of Bethel on the deep 
descent beneath them, and Lot chose for himself the ‘ round ’ 
of the Jordan, that ‘ round * was different from anything that 
we now see. It was well watered everywhere as the garden of 
tlie Lord, and like the land of Egypt.” And this description is 
filled out in detail by subsequent allusions. It is described as 
a deep “ valley,” distinguished from the surrounding desert 
by its fertile “fields*.” If any credence is to be attached to 
the geological conclusions of the last fifty years, there must 
have been already a lake at its extremity, such as that wliich 
terminates the course of the Barada at Damascus, or of the 
Kowik at Aleppo. Then, as now, it must have received in 
some form or other the fresh streams of the Jordan, of the 
Arnon, of En-gedi, of Callirrhoe ; and, at the southern end, as 
Dr. Robinson has observed, niore living brooks than are to he 
found so near together in all the rest of Palestine*. On the 
banks of one or some of these streams tliere would seem to 
have been an oasis or collection of oases, like that which is 
still from the same causes to be, found on a smaller scale in the 
groves of En-gedi and of Jericho^ and in the Plain of Gen- 
nesareth*, or, on a larger scale, in the Paradise of Damascus*. 
Along the edge of tliis lake or valley, Gentile and Jewish 

* Plin. H. N. V. 15, “AccoHs invi- ^ Robinson, B. R. ii p. 602, 
tarn 80 pnebet.*’ * See p, 306. 

^ Art^dhf^ and Siddim, See ^ See Chapter X. 

Appendix. * See Chapter XII. 
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records cdlnbaBe placing the earliest seat of Phonician 
civilisation. *‘The Tyrians/* such is the account of Justin \ 
first dwelt by the Assyrian [or Syrian] lake before they 
X’emoved to Sidon.*' Sodom, Gomorrah, Adniah, Zeboim, with 
Lasha (probably Laish by the sources of the Jordan), are 
mentioned as the first settlements of the Canaanites’ on tlie 
east of Palestine, as Sidon and the maritime cities on the west. 
When Lot descended from Bethel, “ the cities of the ‘ round * ** 
of the Jordan formed a nucleus of civilised life, before any city 
except Hebron had sprung up in Central Palestine. 

1. On those cities, as on the most promising spoil, the kings 
Battle of remote East descended ; as Damascus on the 

the Kings, north of Palestine, so were these on the south. For 
twelve years they were subject to Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, 
and in the thirteenth they rebelled. Then took place the first 
recorded invasion of Palestine by Assyria*, embracing in its 
sweep the whole range of mountains east of the Jordan down 
to Petra on the south, and the wilderness of Amalek on the 
west. The final struggle was in the Vale of Siddim. In that 
^‘Valley of the Fields’* was fought the first battle of Palestine, 
two of the five kings were slain in the conflict, and the routed 
army fled up the steep passes of the enclosing hills. The 
victors carried off their spoil and captives, and retreated up the 
long valley of the Jordan on their homeward march. Far up 
the valley, at the very source of its river, just as they were on 
the point of crossing the range of Hermon, they were over- 
taken by the avenger. “Abram the Hehrew^” with his three 
hundred and eighteen armed MaveS, and his ally Mamre of 
Hebron, was upon their track ; at that point, then the Sidonian 
Laish, but afterwards the Israelite Dan, he attacked them by 
night, and chased them over the mountain-ridge far into the 
plain of Damascus. 


^ Justin. Histor. xviii. 3, 2 (See 
Kenrick^s Phoenicia, 47). Josephus, ^11. 
Jud. XX., places all the cities in what he 
calls “the Sodomite district,” i. e. at 
the south end. 

» Gen. X. 19. . 

^ Gbn. xIt* Tuoh, in an article in the 
Zeitsohrift der Deutschen Morgenland- 
isehen Gessellschaft, (translated in Journal 


of Sacred Literature, i. 84,) argues with 
great probability that the object of these 
Oriental kings was to secure the commer- 
cial route to the Gulf of Akaba. Again^ 
his supposition that £1 Paran, theii 
southernmost point was Elath, is the 
fact that the word Midham the wUder* 
new,”) is used instead of *^Arabah/* 

* Gen, xiv. 18. 



THB JOIffiAK m 


- 2. This is the earliest authentic record of Canaamte history^ 
and exhibits the vale of the Jordan as it was never ex- 
hibited again. Even that record contains indications, o/sodom^ 
hke the eai-thquake at Pompeii which preceded the 
volcano of Vesuvius, of a change close .at hand. 

Pits of bitumen are tliere described as existing in the vale of 
Siddim*. The name of Sodom (burning), if it be nbt derived 
from the subsequent catastrophe, shows, like the “ Phlegraean ” 
fields of Campania, that the marks of fire had already passed 
over the doomed valley. The name of Bela, the old name of 
Zoar*, was understood by Jewish tradition — perhaps fancifully, 
yet certainly in accordance with probability — to allude to the 
fact of its frequent subversion by earthquakes*. In what pre- 
cise manner “ the Lord overthrew the cities is not clearly 
indicated in the records either of Scripture or of natural re- 
mains. The great difference of level between the bottoms of 
the northern and the southern .ends of tlie lake, the former 
being a depth of thirteen hundred, the latter only of thirteen 
feet, below the surface, confirms the theory that the southern 
end is of recent fonnation, and, if so, was submerged at the* 
time of the fall of the cities ; and that the vale of Siddim in- 
cluded the whole of the bay south of the promontory which 
now almost closes up its northern portion^. But, as Reland* 
long ago pointed out, there is no reason, either in Scripture t)r 
history, for supposing tliat the cities themselves were destroyed 
by submersion, or were submerged at all ; and the mode of tho 
catastrophe is emphatically and repeatedly described to be not 
water, but fire. It is possible that M. de Saulcy may have 


* Gen. xiv. 10, ** slime-pits.” But 
perhaps this may only mean the quick- 
sands whicli might then, as now, abound 
both at the northern and southern extre- 
mities of the Dead Sea. (De Saulcy, i. 
^64, 274, 517, ii. 51.) 

* Gen. xiv. 2, 8. 

* Jerome ad Isa. xv. (De Saulcy, i. 

479.3 

* This is Dr. Kobinson’s view, stated 
more precisely by Fallmerayer (Das 
Todte Heer, p. 88). I am anxious in 
stating this question to call attention to 
Uie great nncertainty in whicb it is stiU 
involved. 

* Beland, Falestina, p. 254. The only 


expression which seems to imply that the 
rise of the Dead Sea was within historical 
times, is that contained in Gen. xiv. S, 
'Hlie vale of Siddim, which is the Salt 
Sea.” But this phrase may merely mean 
that the region in question bore both 
names ; os in the similar expressions 
(verses 7 and 17) “Kn-Mishpat, which is 
Kadesh ; ” “ Shaveh, which is the King*s 
Dale.” It should, however, be observed 
that the word emek, translated “vale,” 
is usually employed for a long, broad 
valley, such os in this connection would 
naturally mean the whole length of tlie 
Dead Sea. See Appendix. 



exaggerated ixi 86iEe instances tbe traces cf sites and of names 
fdong the shores ; hut there is nothing incredible in the fact 
that he should have discovered the spots which were believed 
in the time of Josephus, Strabo, Tacitus, and the writers of 
the New Testament, to contain the vestiges of the devoted 
cities, set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal firfeV* beneath the waters of the lake, but on its 
barren shores. And if the salt mountain* at the southern ex- 
tremity could be conceived to have been thrown up witliin his- 
torical times, there is nothing impossible in the supposition 
that this eruption may have accompanied the catastrophe of 
Sodom, and have home its part in the consequences expressly 
ascribed to that event. More than this cannot be determined 
without more exact knowledge than we now possess. 

A great mass of legend and exaggeration, partly the effect, 
pai;jbly the cause of the old belief that the cities were buried 
under the Dead Sea, has be^n gradually removed in recent 
years. The glittering surface of the lake, with the thin mist of 
its own evaporations floating over its surface, will now no more 
be taken for a gloomy sea, sending forth sulphureous exhala- 
tions. The birds which pass over it without injury have 
long ago destroyed the belief that no living creative could 
survive the baneful atmosphere which hung upon its waters. 
But it has still its manifold interest, both physical and 
: Imtorieal. Viewed merely in a scientific point of view, 

it is one df the most remarkable spots of the world. 
First, it may be regarded as one of the most curious 
of inland seas. It is thirteen hundred feet below the level of 
the Mediterranean Sea, and thus the most depressed sheet of 
water in the world ; as the Lake Sir-i-kol where the Oxus rises 

In his high mountain cradle in Pamcre,’* 

— is the most elevated. Its basin is a steaming cauldron, — a 

* Josephus, Bell. Jnd. IV. viii. 4 ; as high as Mont lUar!;’ — and is a sheet of 
Strabo, xvi, ; Tacit. Hist. v. 7, St. Jude 7. water fourteen miles long and one mile 
^ This is confirmed by the mention of broad, on the higli iable*land called by 
salt in connection wdth Lot’s wife (Gen. xix. the natives “Bami dnniah,” “the roof 

26), and of the sterility following on all of the world,”— « i.ame not unfitly 
** which grew upon the ground” (Ib. 26). applied to tl^e woter-riiedl'of the Indue 
® The Lake Sirikol is 16,600 feet and Oxus. (Milner, in Petermann’a 
above the levd of the sea — that is, nearly Physical Atlas, p. 14,) 
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bowls as it has been well described, which, from the pecidi^ 
temperature and deep cavity in which it is situated, can never 
be filled to overflowing. The river, itself exposed to 
the same withering influences, is not copious enough 
to furnish a supply equal to the demand made by the rapid 
evaporation. Further, this basin is the Gordian knot of all the 
theories which have been raised to account for the phenomena 
of the Jordan-valley. From the moment tliat Burckhardt dis- 
covered the valley of the Arabah between the Dead Sea and the 
Bed Sea, an hypothesis vras naturally formed that this had been 
the original outlet of the Jordan into the latter sea, till its 
waters were detained by tlie sudden formation of the Dead Sea 
in the same convulsion, as it was supposed, that overthrew the 
five cities. But such a theory is no longer tenable, since it has 
been found that the waters of the Arabah flow into the Dead 
Sea from a watershed almost midway between the two seas, 
and tliat the Red Sea is on the same level as the Mediterranean, 
namely, more than thirteen hundi’ed feet above the Dead Sea 
and Jordan- valley. It is clear that the cavity of the Dead Sea 
belongs to the same general conformation of country that pro- 
duced both the Valley of the Jordan and the Ai’abah, and tliat 
therefore its first formation must be traced to a period long 
before historical times. A convulsion of such magnitude as 
not only to create a new lake, but to depress the Valley of the 
; Jordan many hundred feet below the level of the MediteiTaneon, 
and elevate the valley of the Arabah considerably above that 
level, must have shattered Palestine to its centre, and left 
upon the historical traditions of the time an indelible impres- 
sion, of which, it is needless to say, not a trace is actually to be 
found. It seems to be concluded as most probable, that the 
whole valley, from the base of Hermon to the Red Sea, was 
once an arm of the Indian Ocean, which has gradually subsided, 
leaving the three lakes in its bed, with their connecting river‘. 


' <*The valley of the Ghor, which, is 
a vast longitudinal crevasse in calcareous 
and volcanic rocks, extending from the 
flonthem roots of Lihanus and Anti- 
Libanus to the Gulf of Akaba, from 1000 
to 2000 feet deep, and from one to eight 
) miles broad [this is understated], appears 
to have been caused by the forcible rend • 


ing and falling in of the aqueous strata, 
resulting from the eruption and elevation 
of the lusalt which bases it almost from 
its commencement to the Dead Sea. « » . 
Watery corrosion or abrasion can have 
had little inSnence in its formation. The 
great alterations in Its surface Com- 
menced anterior to the historic period, 
v 2 
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But, in cannectiioil witii the Sacred History, its excessive 
ItswitneM. more remarkable than its deep 

depression. This peculiarity is, it is believed, mainly 
occasioned by the huge barrier of fossil-salt at its south- 
western corner, and heightened by the rapid evaporation of the 
fresh water poured into it. Other like phenomena, though in 
a less striking form, exist elsewhere. In the Old World there 
are two great series of salt-lakes to be found. One is that 
which extends along the table-lands of Central Asia, of which 
the chief are the Caspian, the Aral, the Urumia, the Roozla, 
and the Elton. The other is that which, beginning in tlie Verde 
Islands, appears at irregular intervals along the great African 
Desert, till it terminates in this, the last and most eastern of 
the series*. In the New World the great salt-lake of Utah, by 
its physical likeness to its Syrian prototype, has actually con- 
firmed the belief of the Mormon settlers that on its shores they 
have found a second Land of Promise, and in its river a second 
Jordan. But, without entering into its wider relations, this 
aspect is important as that which most forcibly impressed the 
Sacred writers. To them it was “ the salt sea,’* and notliing 
more*. They exhibit hardly a trace of the exaggerations of 
later times. And so it is in fact. It is not gloom, but desola- 
tion which is the prevailing characteristic of the Sea of Death. 
Follow the course of the Jordan to its end. How different from 
the first burst of its waters in Mount Hermon, amongst the 
groves of Dan and Paneas^! How different from the “ riotous 

ai^d teiminated probably in the cata- Rult of Russia) contains 29 per cent. The 
sti'ophe of Sodom.” (Newbold, Jouinal exact proportions of the waters of Lake 
As. Soo. xvi. 23.) Urumia are not stated. But Moriix 

^ Milner, in Petermann’s Atlas, p. 30 ; Wagner, in his travels in Persia, ii. 136, 
Ansted’s Elementary Geology, p. 38. Leipsic, 1852, (quoted by Fallmerayer, 
It is sometimes supx)osed that the Dead Todte Mcer, p. 54,) says that the salt 
Bea is the saltest water in the world. and iodine of the water of this lako far 
This is not quite accurate. The scale surpass those of the Dead Sea. He alsvr 
seems to be as follows : — Rain-water is describes its exceeding buoyancy, and the 
the purest of all, then river- water, then fact, that whilst fish is fouud in neither 
ftesh-water lakes, then the Baltic and the lake, cimstaceous animalculaa are found 
Sea of Azof, then the Ocean, then the in the Urumia, (p. 137,) as madrepores 
Mediterranean, then the Caspian and are said to have been in the Dead Sea. 
Aral, then the Di^ Sea, last the Lakes Humboldt's Ansichten der Natar, ii. 91 ; 
of Elton and Urumia. The saline par- Fallmerayer, p. 55. 
ttoles in the water of the ocean are 4 per » Bitter ; Jordan, 766. 

cent. That of the Dead Sea oontaina * It is never called Dead Sea** la 

26^ per cent. That of Lake Elton (which the Anth. Version. The name first oooura 
it aitnated on the steppes east of the in Justin (xxxvL 3), ** mare mortnum** 
Yolsa. and supplies a great part of the and Pausanius (v. 7, 4),^eUa<roavcapd. 

* See Chapter XL 
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prodigality of life ” which has marked its downward coursei 
almost to the very termination of its existence ! Oraduallyi 
within the last mile from the Bead Sea, its verdure dies away, 
and the river melts into its grave in a tame and sluggish stream* 
still, however, of sufficient force to carry its brown waters far 
into the bright green sea. Along the desert shore, the white 
crust of salt indicates the cause of sterility. Thus the few 
living creatures which tlie Jordan washes down into the waters of 
the sea, are destroyed. Hence arises the unnatural buoj^ancy 
and the intolerable nausea to taste and touch, which raise to 
the highest pitch the contrast between its clear, bitter waves 
and the soft, fresh, turbid stream of its parent river. Strewn 
along its desolate margin lie the most sti’iking memorials of 
this last conflict of life and death ; trunks and branches of 
trees, torn down from the thickets of the river-jungle by the 
violence of the Jordan, thrust out into the sea, and thrown up 
again by its waves, dead and barren as itself. The dead beach, 
so unlike the shell-covered shores of the two seas between 
which it lies, the Sea of Tiberias* and tlie Gulf of Akaba, 
shelves gradually into the calm waters. A deep haze — that 
which to earlier ages gave the appearance of the ‘‘ smoke going 
up for ever and ever,” — veils its southern extremity, and almost 
gives it the dim horizon of a real sea*. In the nearer view rises 
the low island close to its northern end, and the long promontory 
projecting from the eastern side, which divides it into its two 
unequal parts. This is all that I saw, and all that most 
pilgrims and travellers have seen of the Bead Sea. Beyond, 
at its south-western corner, rises the mountain of rock-salt ; 
and on its sides stand out the columnar fragment or fragments, 
doubtless presenting the same appearance as that which 
Josephus describes as the pillar of Lot’s wife, existing in his 
own day*, and seen by liimself. The district immediately 
ai'ound this mountain is described as being white as snow, 
from the salt strewed at the base of the hill. The shore of 
the lake is a marsh, almost approaching to quicksand. But the 

^ Compare the poetical expressions of The Midrash says goes out of the 
Isai. xxxiy. 10, Eer. xiv. 11. Schwarz Dead Sea into the mouth of the 
(pjn 44, 45,) repeats the old story about Leviathan.^’ 

the birds— also the sulphur smoke, and ^ Josephus, Ant. I. xi. 4. Lyuoh's 
the subterraneous exit of the Jordan. Expedition. De Saulcy, ii. 269, 521 



eastern corner of this southern plain^ where the salt has not 
yet penetrated, is still green y?ith thickets of thorn, such SrS 
those which mark the oasis of Jericho at the northern extremity 
of the lake. Here they probably represent the last relics of 
the luxuriant vegetation of the Vale of Siddim *. 

Often as the sea has been described by later writers, classical, 
and modem, there is but one passage in the Old Testament 
where its peculiarities are fully brought before us. In the 
Vision of vision which reveals to Ezekiel the regeneration of 
Ezekiel. kingdom of God, the prophet in the Temple-court 

sees the perennial spring of the Sacred Hill rising into a full 
and overflowing fountain beside the altar, and pouring forth a 
vast stream over the wide enclosure. He goes round to the 
eastern gate of the Temple, overhanging the defile of Kedi’on, 
•—the waters have reached the gateway, and are rushing in a 
cat^act down into the valley below. Into the valley the 
Prophet descends ; and the waters rise higher and higher, till 
the dry course* of Kedron becomes a mighty river ; and innu- 
merable trees spring up along its sterile banks ; and through 
the deep defile and its tributary courses, the waters issue out 
towards the ‘ circles* * of the Jordan ; they “go down through 
all the long descent into the ‘ desert-plain^ ’ of Jordan and reach 
the “ sea.*^ And when the stream — one, yet divided* as it 
rushes through the mountain passes — forces its way into that 
dead lake, “ the waters shalfbe healed ; '' everywhere they shall 
teem with life ; the living creatm’es washed by the J ordan into 
the sea, which else would die at once, shall live as the fresh 
stream touches them ; there shall be a multitude of fish, even 
as “ the fish of the great sea,” the Mediterranean ; the fisher- 
men standing all along its rocky shores from. En-eglaim to 
En-gedi; only the marshes at its southern end, where the 
healing stream cannot penetrate, will still be given up to their 
old salt and barrenness. The imagery of this vision is often 
used in illustration of the spread of philanthropic or missionary 

* De Saulcy, i. 275, 513. I am also * Jra6aA-~ihe word always used for 
indebted to the oral communications of the Ghor, verse 8. 

the author. * NachcUawit the torrents,’* ver. 

* Ezek. xlvii, 5, 6, 7 ; 7 iachal, trans-' 9. Possibly down the 4wo defiies of 

lated “river.” Jericho and of St. Saba, 

« Oelilothf translated “ country,” v. 8. 
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beneficence ; but its full for^» as the Prophet first delivered 
itp can only be appreciated by those who have seen the desolate 
basin of the Salt Sea, and marfied the features of its strange 
vicinity. 

There is one peculiarity, to which I have before adverted, 
which would naturally suggest some of the details of 
this striking imagery, the abundance of copious 
springs which from the limestone hills of Palestine pour forth 
, their waters into tlie Jordan-valley. Two of them are mentioned 
by name in this very description. One, En-eglaim, “ the 
spring of calves,*' is named only here, but is probably the same 
as the hot spring at the north-east end of the lake, better Imown 
by the name of Callirhoe, to which Herod the Great resorted 
in his last illness for its healing virtues. The other is the 
more celebrated En-gedi, the one spot of life besides the five 
cities which has from age to age maintained an independent 
existence and interest on the shores of the Dead Sea *. Mid- 
way down the precipice *, on the western bank of the lake, the 
clear stream breaks out on a liigh platform elevated 400 feet 
above the sliore, and scattering rich vegetation all around, 
descends through the cliffs to the sea. This is En-gedi, ‘'the 
spring of the wild goat,” or gazelle ; so called from the nume- 
rous ibexes, or Syrian chamois, which inhabit these cliffs. 
The oasis which it forms amidst the naked limestone precipices, 
must be one of the most striking natural scenes in Palestine. 
It was the site of the ancient city, known by the name of the ’ 
“city of palms, ” or of “the felling of palms*” (Hazazom 
Tamar), doubtless from the grove of palms which tlien stood, 
but which has since entirely disappeared, around the rushing 
fountain above. There, at the time of Chedorlaomer's grejat 
invasion, the settlement of Amorites was attacked by the 
Assyrian army, immediately before its descent into the plain, 
and final victory over the kings of the five cities. In that same 
fastness dwelt, as it would seem, in later times, a branch of the 
Kenite tribe ^ in “ the city of palms;” their eagle's “nest” “in 

* £n-gedi I did not see. There is a * Plln. v. 17 ; Solin. 88. 

full description of it in Robinson, ii. 209 ® Gen. xiv. 7 ; 2 Chr. xx, 2. 

-~215. Be Saulcy, i., 186—188. It * **Tlie children of the Kenite vent 

was first discovered by ^etsen in 1806. up ojut of the dty of palm-trees with the 



the the BUmerous caverns with which the cliffs of 

Bn«gedi abound. And in those same caverns David with his 
followers afterwards took refuge, and in one of them occurred 
the encounter with Saul, so i*omantic, and yet so true to the 
peculiar customs of the East. Yet again> at a still later time, 
the first hermits of Palestine— the solitary sect of the Essenes 
— ^had theiif chief seat at En-gedi ; as afterwards the earliest" 
Christian monastery of Palestine was planted not far distant, 
in the valley of the Kedron, — ^the secluded Convent of St. ^ 
Saba, the dwelling and burial-place of St. John of Damascus. 
And yet once more, visible from the heights above En-gedi, 
towers the tremendous stronghold, ‘‘ The * Fastness,” as it was 
emphatically called, in which the treasures of Jerusalem were 
deposited for security in the troubled times of the monarchy, 
and in which the last remnant of the insurgents assembled at 
the close of the war of Titus, and destroyed themselves and 
their families rather than surrender to the conquerors. 

IL The history of the Jordan gradually carries us upwards 
on its course. In order to understand fully the scenes wliich 
follow, we must form an accurate conception of its stage between 
^ the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee. Through this 
TeiTOMsof whole interval, the river runs between successive 
Vailey^*^ terraces, one, two, or three, according as the hills 
approach more or less near to its banks. It is crossed 
by three, or at most four, ’well-known fords. The first and 
second are marked by remains of Eoman bridges, immediately 
below the Sea of Galilee, and again, immediately above its 
confluence with the Jabbok*; the third and fourth occur just 
above and below the present bathing -place of the pilgrims 
opposite Jericho *. No important streams join it on its western 


oblldren of Judah into the wilderness of 
Judah, wM<^ lieth in the south of Arad.” 
^Judges i. 16.) The ** city of palms” 
may, of course, be Jericho. But Light- 
foot (ii. 7) justly contends that it may 
with equal propriety be En-gedi ; which 
much more naturally suits the context, 
and agrees wiih Balaam's allusion, in 
Numbers xxiv. 21, ** Strong is thy 
dwelling-place, and thou puttest thy nest 
ip t^ * cliff,’ ” as appropriate to a place 
wil^in his Tiew, abounding in caverns 
and rocks, as it would be inappropriate 


either to the original seat of the great 
body of the Kenites on the shore of the 
Gulf of Akaba, or to the wide upland 
desert where they were afterwards found 
south of Judaea. 

* Masada, i, e. metzad, the 'lair* or 
'fastness* ; see Appendix. It is now 
called Sebbeh, and has been visited and 
described by Wolcot, Lynch, De Saulcy, 
and Van de Velde ; whose accounts well 
agree with that of Josephit^ B. J. vil S. 

3 For the bridges, see S<diwarz, 49. 

> Van de Velde, ii. 348. 
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side ; on its eastern side two> of almost equal magnitude, the 
Hieromax and the Jabbok. It is below the confluence of the 
latter stream that the rapid descent' begins. What may be its 
general character above this point is little known. But, south 
of the confluence it begins to wear the aspect well known to 
all travellers, and important in connection with the historical 
events which it has witnessed. The higher terraces on each 
side, immediately under the ranges of mountains, are occupied 
, by masses of vegetation, of which I shall have occasion to speak 
again more particularly. This region is succeeded by the 
desert-plain, or “ Arabah,” properly so called, and from this 
desert-plain begin the regular descents to the bed of the Jordan. 
Of these, the first is over a long line of white argillaceous hills, 
somewhat resembling those in the Wady Feiran, down to a 
flat occupied chiefly with low shrubs of agnus-castus. The 
second descent is upon a still lower flat, occupied chiefly with 
a jungle of tamarisks and willows, and this last flat is, in most 
parts of the river’s course, the bed of the river itself. Nearer 
its mouth there is yet a third descent, consisting of a brake of 
canes and reeds. The actual stream of the Jordan, as it flows 
between these banks, is from sixty to a hundred feet wide, and 
varies from six to four feet in depth. Where it is widest, the 
bottom is mud; where narrowest, rock or sand*. Of these 
terraces, the only one, probably, wliich is continuous tlirough 
its whole course, is that of thfe jungle. Higher up the stream 
the canes and reeds cease to form a continuous brake. The 
argillaceous hills on the eastern side approach so near the 
river, that they probably occupy the place of the highest 
terrace of agnus-castus on the west. But tlie long line of the 
jungle never ceases, and, as the valley contracts in its upper 
channel, sometimes extends across its whole width *. 

1. The course of the river, thus diversified, is confined between 
the two ranges of hills, which, like those of the Nile- 
valley, extend with more or less regularity along tlie Abel^Shit- 
shores of the Dead Sea, and even to the Gulf of 
Akaba. In most parts of the Jordan, the plain thus enclosed 
is not more than eight miles in breadth, but immediately above 

* Lynch, 284, * Ncwbold, Journal of R. As. Soc. xvi. 21. * Lynch, 228. 



the Dead Sea the moontains on eaoh side retire^ leaving a 
liai^ger plain than usual *, probably a distance of more than 
twelve miles across from range to range. It is this plain which 
becomes the scene of the next great events in the history of the 
Encamp- ^^iver ; and it is fortunately that of which the physical ^ 
meutofthe features are best known to travellers. We must 
Israelites. Israelite host encamped on its eastern 

side. The place is so minutely specified, that it may be fixed 
in spite of the obscurity which still rests on the further bank of 
the Jordan \ It was in the “ desert-plain” of Moab, so called, 
probably, in contradistinction to the cultivated “ fields ” on the 
table-land above. It was in the long belt of acacia groves 
{ahittim) which, on the eastern as on the western side of the 
Jordan, mark with a line of verdure the upper terraces of the 
valley. These groves indicate at once the issue of the springs 
from the roots of the eastern lulls *, and the tropical climate to 
which the Israelites had now descended, and which brouglil 
them under these wild and thorny shades — probably for the 
first time since they had left them in the wilderness of Sinai, 
Their tents were pitched “from Abel-Shittiin” on tlie north “to 
Beth-Jeshimoth ” on the south*; from the ‘meadow^ * which 
marked the limit of those ‘ groves,' to the * hamlet * or ‘ house 
wliich stood in the ‘ waste ’ on the shores of the Dead Sea 
They looked straight across the Jordan to the green spot of 
Jericho* on the western bank. High above them rose the 

^ In Bent. i. 1, the scene of the last ^ Nurab. xxxiii, 49. 

word# of Moses is described as “on the ^ Alfcl-Shittim (‘meadow of the aca- 

‘other* side Jordan in the wilderness, cias*) — of which the name is preserved 

in the ‘desert’ ‘before’ the [sea of] in “Abila,”i — is described by Josephus 

‘Weeds,’ between Paran and Tophel, ami as still existing in his time on the sjjot, 

Laban, and Hazeroth (LXX A6 a<^v), and embosomed in palms, at the distance of 
Bizahab (icaraxpf^trfa — place of gold).” six nnles or more (60 stadia) from the 
The difficulty here is, that whereas the Jordan. (Ant, IV. viii. 1 ; V. i. 1.) 
expression, ‘^on the ‘other’ side /or- Possibly it is the same as appears once 

confirmed by i. (“on tlie ‘other* or twice in the Jewish war. (Bell. Jud. 

»ide Jordan in the land of Moab,*') fixes II. xiii. 2 ; IV. vii. 6.) 

the scene to the north of the Bead Sea, ^ Beth ba-jeshimoth is the “house of the 

all the other localities indicated are in wastes.” Its southern position is fixed 

the Arabah, south of the Bead Sea. by the place which it holds in the enn- 

Hengstenberg’s explanation, quoted by meration of the towns of Reuben (Joshua 

Br. Robinson, ii. 600, only evades the xlii. 20). Compare Josephus, Jnd. 

difficulty. IV. vii. 6, 

^ These springs and roots of the eastern ® “‘On* or ‘above* Jordan ‘of* 
hiUt are designated as Ashdoth-Pisgah^ Jericho.” So this lowest stage of the 
‘Hha issuings forth of PisgaU.” See river seems to have been called (Numb. 
Appendix. xxii. 1, xxxiii. 60). 
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mfituitaiits to , which their desoendaats gave the name of 
“Abarim,” — ‘those on the further side,’ the eastern iivall of 
the valley, on whose tops they had so long sojourned in their 
long struggle ■with the Amorites of Heshbon. 

From these lofty summits were unfolded two successive 
views', of the valley below, of the camp, of the opposite hills — 
awakening thoughts most diverse to the two seers, but of ahnost 
equal interest to future times. From the “ high places* ” there 
dedicated to Baal, from the ‘bare hill” on “the top of the 
rocks,” and lastly, from the cultivated ‘ “ field ” of view froxa 
Zopliim, on “ tlie top of Pisgah,” “ from the top of 
Peer, that looketh ‘ on the face of the waste ” the Assyrian 
Prophet, with the King of Moab by his side, looked over the 
wide prospect : — 

*‘He watcliM, till morning’s ray 
On lake and meadow lay, 

And willow-shaded streams® that silent sweep 
Amid their banner’d lines, 

Where, by their several signs, 

The desert- wearied tribes in sight of Canaan sleep.” 


He saw in that vast encampment amongst the acacia groves^ 
“ how goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O 
Israel.” Like the watercourses of the mountains, like gardens 
by the side of his own great river Euphrates ^ with The View 
their aromatic shrubs, and tlieir wide-spreading cedars 
— the lines of the camp were spread out before him, Ei:)hraim 
was there with “ the strongdi of the ‘ wild bull * ” of the north ; 
Judah, “ couching, like the lion ” of the south ; “a people 


* The account of these views more 
properly belongs to the next chapter. 
But the historical connection will bo best 
understood by their introduction here. 

^ Bamoth, Nurab. xxii. 41. 

3 Sheji (rendered ‘‘high place”), Numb, 
xxiii. 3, 9. . 

* Sadeh, Nurab. xxiii. 14. 

• Numb, xxiii. 28, 

• Probably few readers of “The Chris- 
tian Year’* enter into the accurate learn- 
ing displayed in these lines. The ‘ ‘ lake’* 
and “meadow** have been sufficiently 
explained in what has just been said. 
The “willows** abound in the W&dy 
Bbni^Hammid on the S. B. side of the 
i)ea4 Sea (Be Saulcy, i. 327, 487), which 


is probably “the ‘torrent* of the wil^ 
lows,” described in Isa. xv. 7, as on the 
borders . of Moab. The stroaiu which, 
under a somewhat similar climate, falls 
into the lake of Genesareth from the 
WAdy Uymam, is exactly of this cha- 
racter. 

7 Numb. xxiv. 6. The words *Uhe 
river,” “Aa-nahar,” with the allumon to 
the aromatic plants (translated aloe») and 
tho cedars on the water-side, — neither of 
them images drawn from the scene before 
him, — show that he is thinking of his 
own country. There is the same com^ 
parison of Assyria to the cedar, by the 
river-side of the Tigris, in Bsekiel 
xxxi. 4, 
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dwelling alone/’ yet a mighty nation — who can count the dust 
of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel ? ” He 
looked round from his high post over the table-lands of Moab V 
to the line of mountains stretching away to Edom, on the 
south* ; over the high platform of the Desert beyond the Dead 
Sea, where dwelt the tribe of Amalek*, then “first of the 
nations ” ; over the Kenite, not yet removed from his clefts in 
the rocks of En-gedi ^ full in front of the Prophet’s view. And 
for each his dirge of lamentation went up ; till at the thought 
of his own distant land of “ Asshur,” of the land beyond the 
Euphrates*, of the dim vision of ships coming from the Western 
sea which lay behind the hills of Palestine, “ to afflict Asshur 
and to afflict Eber ” — he burst into the bitter cry, “ Alas, who 
shall live when God doeth this ! ” and he rose up and returned 
to his place. 

^The view of Balaam from the top of Pisgah and of Peor is 
the first of those which have made the name celebrated. But 
it is the second view, which within so short a time succeeded to 
it, whilst Israel was still encamped in the acacia groves, that 
has become a proverb throughout the world. To these same 
The View mountains of Abarim,* to the top of Pisgah, to a 
of Moses, jjigii place dedicated to the heathen Nebo, as Balaam’s 
standing -place had been consecrated to Peor, “Moses went up 
from the ‘ desert-plain ’ of Moab .... over against Jericho V* 
In the long line of those eastern mountains which so constantly 
meet the view of the traveller in all the western parts of 
Palestine, the eye vainly strives to discern any point emerging 
from this horizontal platform, which may be fixed as the top of 
Nebo. Nothing but a fuller description than has ever yet been 
given of these regions, can determine the spot where the great 
lawgiver and leader of his people looked down upon their 


' Numb. xxiv. 17. 

* Ibid. 18. 

3 Ibid. 20. 

^ Ibid. 21. 

* Ibid. 22, 24. ** Asshur” of coarse 

i$ As^ia. *^Eber" is the “people 
bet^ona the Suphrates.” is 

the west, represented by the island of 
Cyprus-^e only island visible from the 
heii^ts of Syria. On a clear evening at 


sunset it is visible “in the midst of the 
great wide sea,” from the range of Leba- 
non above the sources of the Zahrany. 
(ForesCs Narrative in Journal of American 
Oriental Society, ii. 245.) See Chapter 
XII. 

* See Numb, xxi, 11, and xxxiU. 
44, 47, 

^ Dent, xxidv. 1. * 
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embattled ranks, and over the ** land which he was to see with 
his eyes, but was not to go in thither.” But the general account 
leaves no doubt tliat the place intended is some elevation imme- 
diately over tlie last stage of the Jordan Northw’ard, his eye 
turned to all the land of Gilead,” continuing the same eastern 
barrier as tlmt on which he himself stood, till it ended, far 
beyond his sight, in Dan. Westward, there were on the northern 
horizon, the distant hills of “all Naphtali.” Coming nearer, 
was “the land of Ephraim and Manasseh.” Immediately 
opposite, was “ all the land of Judah ; ” beyond which, though 
unseen, lay “ the utmost sea ” and the Desert of “ the south,” 
— Jerusalem * itself, in all probability, distinctly visible through 
the opening of the descent to Jericho. These w^ere the four 
great masses of tlie future inheritance of his people, on which 
the narrative fixes our attention. Immediately below him was 
the ^ round * of the plain of Jericho, with its oasis of palm-trees, 
and far away on his left, though hardly visible, the last inhabited 
spot before the great Desert — “ Zoar It w as a view, doubt- 

less, which in its full extent was to be imagined rather than 
actually seen. In this respect tlie Pisgah-prospect is a striking 
illustration of all the prophetic visions of the Sacred writings. 
The foreground of the picture alone was clearly discernible 
its dim distances were to be supplied by what wjis beyond, 
though suggested by what was within, the range of the actual 
prospect of the seer. But between him and that “ good land ” 
the deep valley of the Jordan intervened. “ So Moses the 
servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according 
to the word of the Lord.” In language less simple, but hardly 
less touching, the Jewish historian adds — “ As he was bidding 

* No name like Pisgah ia now known plain on the top.” But he gives no 
on the eastern side ; but Jerome expressly details by which to judge of ite general 
asserts that it was familiar to the tra- appearance, nor the slightest indication 
▼ellers of his day (l)e loc. Heb., voc. of the -view from the top, (Travels in 
Abarim) and that Nebo was pointed out Syria, i. p. 372.) It is true that this 
six miles from Hesbon {lb, voc. Nahan), ' is not strictly “over against Jericho,” 
Burckhaidt in travelling through the but this objection would not be fatal i# 
country selected Jebel-*AttArfts, appa- the spot were otherwise appropriate, 
rently from its conspicuous position, as * So large a portion of these moun« 
the most likely spot. ** There is,” he tains is visible from Jerusalem, that 
says, large heap of stones on the Jerusalem must in turn be visible from 
summit, overshaded hy a wild pistachio most of their summits. 

•tree.” He also describes the moimtain ^ 1 have dwelt on the points expressly 
*‘as very barren,” and “with an uneven mentioned in Deut. xxxiv. 1 — 3. 



fju^well to Eleazer and Joshua, whilst he was yet talking With 
them, a cloud suddenly stood over him, and he tanished Mu a 
ravine.’* He died in the mount whither he had gone up, and 
he was gathered unto his people, as Aaron his brother had died 
on Mount Hor, and was gathered to his people.” * His tomb, 
Burial- however, was not, like Aaron’s, on the high moimtain 

gace of summit, an object of pilgrimage for future ages, “ He 

died in the land of Moab, according to the word of 
the Lord, and he buried him in a* ravine * in the land of. Moab 
before Bethpeor, but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto 
this day.’* In a ravine before Bethpeor, — that is, in front of 
the height from which Balaam’s last jirophecy had been 
delivered; and so, doubtless, somewhere in the gorges* of 
Pisgali. But beyond this, “no man knew.” It is the first 
instance on record of the providential obliteration — so remark- 
ably exemplified afterwards in the Gospel history — of the “ holy 
places ” of Palestine ; the providential safeguard against their 
elevation to a sanctity wdiich might endanger the real holiness 
of the history and religion which they served to commemorate. 
It is curious that, in spite of the mystery in which the grave of 
Moses was thus enveloped, a traditional sanctuary has arisen, 
not indeed on Mount Pisgah, but on a height immediately on 
tlie opposite side of the Dead Sea — a rude mosque, which is 
reverenced by the Mussulman world, as covering the tomb of 
“ tlxe Prophet Moses It is so sacred, that, lonely as its 
^ siti^ation is, its entrance is rigidly barred against unbelievers, and 
its votaries are so numerous, that the authorities of Jerusalem 
have, by a stroke of policy, fixed the days of the pilgrimage 
thither at the same time as the Greek Easter ; so that at the very 
moment when Jerusalem might, it was feared, be in danger of a 
surprise from the influx of Christian pilgi'ims, a body of Mussul- 
man pilgrims might be on the spot to defend the Holy City. 

^ Josephus, Ant. IV. viii. 4S. in favour of its being intended for the 

^ 2 I)eut. xxxii. 50. grave of Moses. There have been no 

* Such a * ravine * is mentioned in con- “Prophets ” since the death of Mahomet, 
nection with Bamoth, or the high places Such is’ also the opinion of Jelal-ed-din 
near Pisgah, iifNumb. xxi. 20. (p. 890). “Hard by,” he accurately 

^ Keby-MOsa; see Be Saulcy, il. 78. notices, “is a red-sand mound by the 
Tan Bgmont (L 845) speaks of thu tornlv road side.” There is Another grave of 
as of a modem Mussulman saint. But Moses near Hams (Schwarz, 64). 
th«l prefix of “ Neby ” is nearly conclasive 
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Fram the heiglits of Pisgah we descend again to the encamp- 
ment in the groves which had just witnessed the licentious rites 
of Midian'. And now the day was come for the greatest crisis 
that had taken place since the passage of the Red Sea. Passage of 
They were to ‘‘pass over the Jordan, to go in and 
possess the land wdiich tlie Lord their God gave tliem to 
possess it*.” For the first time, tliey descended from the upper^ 
terraces of tlie valley, “they removed from ‘the acacia 
groves,'” and “came to the Jordan, and lodged* ‘tliere before 
they passed over.” The exact spot is unknown ; it certainly 
cannot be that which the Greek tradition has fixed, where the 
eastern banks are sheer precipices, of ten or fifteen feet high. 
Probably it was either immediately above or below, where the 
cliffs break away ; above, at the fords, or below, where the river 
assumes the tamer character which has been before described, 
on its exit to the Dead Sea. Wherever was the point, however, 
it must have been the largest river that they had seen since they 
left the banks of the Nile. The size of the stream, too, must 
have been more conspicuous, if we take to tlie full the expression 
of the historian, that the Jordim was then in a state of flood — 
“ overflowing all his banks at the time of the barley harvest.” 
It was the same phenomenon which is described again in 
David’s reign, w^hen the adventurous Gadites passed tlie stream 
— “ in the first month, when it had overflowed all its The Inun* 
banks*,” The time of the year, wliich must have 
corresponded to our April or May, is the same as thatw'hcn it is 
usually visited by travellers ; and as no extensive inundation has 


^ Numb, xxr. 1. 
a Josh. i. 11. 
a Josh. iii. 1. 

* 1 Chr. xii. 15. The time is fixed by 
the ‘‘first month,’* the barley-haryest, 
and “four days before the Passover.” 
(Comp. Josh. iv. 19, and v. 10.) The 
English expedition down the Jordan 
speaks of the flood in winter as extending 
for the width of half a mile. (Journal 
of Geological Society, xviii. 110.) The 
question of the flood is well stated by 
Captain Newbold, who thinks that it 
never has risen in historical times above 
the lowest of the present terraces ; but 
describes “the northern end of the whole 
valley as spread with a soft black alla- 


vium, like that of the Nile, . . . Tho 
venerable trees and thick bushes wliich 
now occupy the wider channel, show that 
a considerable period has elapsed since 
the Jordan filled it as a curt'ent. It is 
subject to sudden rises from violent and 
sudden rains in the mountains around its 
sources, and in the Hauriln and eastern 
mountains, south of Tiberias, the drainage 
of which is conveyed to the Jordan by the 
Hicromax and Jabbok, in consequence of 
which the passage of the river below the 
embouchure of these two streams is al- 
ways imcertain and dangerous, especially 
for troops, . . . Above, the two upper 
lakes act as regulators.** (Journal As. 
Soc‘24.) 
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ev^t been witnessed by them, it is probable that the utmost that 
can be here implied is the rise of the river to the top of the 
lowest of its terraces, that, namely, which is occupied by the 
jungle ; and the difference between this increase and what is 
now witnessed may be either from the river having worn a 
deeper channel, or from the greater fall of rain in earlier times, 
or from both causes combined. That it could not have been 
more than this is implied both by tlie double passage* of the 
spies four days before, and by the subsequent passage of the 
Gadites under the same circumstances in the time of Davids* 
That some change has taken place is slightly confirmed by 
two facts still observable. First, the remains of an ancient dyke 
have been seen at the issue of the river from the southern end 
of the Sea of Tiberias’. Secondly, whereas it would appem* 
in ancient times that the fords of the river were few and well 
tharked, it seems that there are now many himdreds of places, 
where a passage can be made over the rocks in the channel 
without wetting the feet*. 

On the broken edge of the river— so the scene which follows 
The drying placed before us by tlie narrative — the band of 

up of the priests stood with the ark upon their shoulders. At 
a distance of nearly a mile ^ in the rear, stood the great 
mass of the army. Suddenly the full bed of the Jordan was 
dried before them. High up the river, ‘‘ very far ‘‘ in Adam, 
the city which is beside Zaretan*,*' — that is, at a distance of 
nearly thirty miles from tlie place of the Israelite encampment, 

“ the waters which ‘ rushed * down from above,*' from the Sea 
of Galilee, stood, and rose up in a barrier*; and “ those that came 
down towards the sea of the * Desert,* the salt sea, failed and 
were cut off.** The scene presented to us, therefore, is of the 


‘ JoBk ii. 1, 23. 

* Light’s Travels, p. 206. 

* Judg. iii. 28 ; vii. 24 ; xii. 5 ; 
Molynenx, p. 115, in Willinme’s account 
of the Jordan, under Palestine (Smith’s 
Diet, of Geog., p. 521). 

* Two thousand cubits. Josh. iii. 4. 

* Joah. iii. 16. Not “ from Adam 
(m in A. V.) but **in Adam.** See Keil, 
ad he* The city Adam is only named 
bere. But the situation of Zaretan ia 
lixed by a comparison with 1 Kings vii. 
46, to bare been near Suocoth at the ford 


of the river near the mouth of the Jabbok. 

• The word here used, “Ned,** is only 
used of “water** with regard to the 
Jordan here ; and of the waves of the sea 
poetically. (Ps. xxxiii. 7, Ps, Ixxviii. 
13. Kxod. XV. 8.) The appearance of the 
drying up of the Jordan seems to be de* 
scribed by Antoninus Martyr in the sixth 
century, as if it occurred yearly at the 
visit of the pil^ims.% See also King*a 
Morsels of Criticisin, i. p, 281. 



riT6r*bed 4ried up from north to south, through aU its windings, 
fipr h^iyond the actual pas^g^an image which, however it may 
be explained, is important to bear in mind, to avoid a confused 
notion which is often formed from a supposed parallel with the 
passage of the Bed Sea. Then they “cawie up out of’* the 
deep channel of the Jordan, and pitched their tents in the 
‘ desert-plains* which immediately succeed on its western side 
to the lines of vegetation that accompany the course of the 
river. 

2. The first stage of the conquest of Palestine, which now 
follows, caiuiot be understood without fully repre- 
seating the situation of Jeeicho, one of the most 
important cities of Palestine, the capital, as it may be called, 
of the Valley of the Jordan, and the only important city in its 
whole course. That importance is derived from two causes. 
First, it stands at the entrance of the main passes from this 
valley into the interior of Palestine, the one branching oflf to 
the soutli-west towards Olivet, which commands tlie approach 
to Jeinisalem ; the other to the north-west, towards Michmash, 
which commands the approach to Ai and Bethel*. It was thus 
the key — the “ Chiavenna — of Palestine to any invader from 
this quarter. Secondly, it enjoys the full benefit of one, if not 
two, of those copious streams wliich, as we have seen, form 
the chief sources of such fertility as the Valley of the Jordan 
contains. The usual, that is the south-western, approach to 
Jericho exhibits this in the most striking form. After 
traversing for six hours the almost total desolation which 
marks the long descent from Jerusalem to the Valley of the 
Jordan, over bare limestone hills, the eye is suddenly caught 
by the sight of a thread of verdure at the bottom of a deep glen, 
the most romantic in the whole of Palestine, almost recalling 
by its depth and narrowness the defile of the Sik on the 
approach to Petra. This green thread is the course of the 
torrent now called Kelt, possibly the ancient Cherith*, and, if 

^ See Chapter IV. (Comp. Irby and Mangles, p.' 805 ; 

^ 1 Kings xvii. 3. Bobinson, B; B, Sebwarz, 51.) But, if the word “before?* 
Tol. iL p. 288. There are two other can be taken in tho sense of “towards,” 
claima nts to the honour of the Cherith. then the choice may still lie between the 
^ If “before,” in 1 Kings xviL 3, retains W&dy Kelt and the *Aiu Fasoel, at some 
its usual sit^fication of “east,” then the distance north of the Wddy Kelt. Of 
;iDOSt probable memorial of the Cherith is this an excellent description, in some 
' in the Whdy Alias south of Mahaiudm. respects well according with the scene in 
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SO, doubtless deriving its name from the manner in which its 
course is *‘cut*’ through these fremendous precipices* Tb 
any who has seen the Barada, on the approach to Damascus ^ 
the sight of the W&dy Kelt at once suggests by anticipation 
the prospect which awaits him as he issues from the desert- 
hills* It bursts through the opening, and in the desert-plaia 
of the Jordan, far and wide extends the ^een circle of tangled 
thickets, in the midst of which are the hovels of the modem 
village, beside which stood, in ancient times, the great city of 
Jericho* It is not, however, only or chiefly to the torrent 
stream of the Kelt, that Jericho owes its oasis. A little to 
the north of the issue of that stream into the plain, rise, 
out of the foot of the same limestone range, two living 
springs — one now, as always, called® Duk; the other and 
larger, as well as more celebrated, now called the spring 
“ of the Sultan,’* or “ of Elisha.” From these springs 
* trickle clear rills through glades of tangled forest-shrub, 
which, but for their rank luxuriance and Oriental vegeta- 
tion, almost recall the scenery of England. As You 
Like It,** says one of the most graifliic and accurate of 
Eastern travellers, “ was in my head all day®.” It is these 
streams ^ with their accompanying richness, that procured for 


Blijah’s life, is given by Van de Velde 
309). “ A steep and rocky track of 

more than a thousand feet led us onward. 
The further we came down, the warm and 
fiery wind from the Ghor met us right in 
the face, . « • The air itself seemed to 
be fire. . . . All was burned. Thistles, 
Ipraas, flowers, and shrubs grew here with 
rare luxuriance, but now everything was 
burned wrhite like hay or straw, and this 
perhaps standing five or six feet high, 
ily guides, as well as myself, thought we 
should die while in this gigantic furnace. 
At last we see living green. A thicket 
•of wild fig-trees and oak-slirubs mixed 
■and intermixed with oleanders and thorny 
plants, seems as it were to hide itself at 
the base of the glowing rocks, keeping 
full vigour of life, notwithstanding the 
extraordinary heat. What may bo the 
eause of this ? It is a fountain of living 
watells which keeps the leaves of these 
trees green, whilst everything round 
about is consumed by drought and heat. 
*This is Ain Fasael,* said my guide. 
‘There is a distance of three quarters of 
an hour between the fountain and the end 


of the valley in the plain of the Jordan. 
The rocks on both sides of the valley con- 
tain a great many natural caves. The 
central part of the narrow valley had 
been cultivated by aid of the brook. The 
cucumber gardens were yet green. . . , 
At the encl of the valley stands a small 
*Ter covered with ruins. This must 
have been the Acropolis — and in its name 
*Tel Fasael,* it is not difficult to recog- 
niso the fortress Phasaelus, built by 
Herod, and called after his son.’* For 
the tradition he refers to Bachiene (Heilige 
Geographic, p. 126, loO) and Brocardus. 

^ See Chapter XII. 

• 1 Macc. xvi. 14, 15, 

3 Miss Martineau’s Eastern Travel, p. 
485. In the time of the Crusades the 
supr-cane was grown here, and near 
*Ain-SultAn, the sugar-mills and their 
aqueducts in part remain. Newbold, in 
Journal As. Soc. xvi. 31. The sugar 
thence derived was believed by some of 
the crusaders to be the Baptist’s wild 
honey. (Gesta Pei ^ Francos, 1075). 

* **Tke water of Jericho,” Joshua 

xii 1. . 
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Jetichoi durmg the various stages of its existence, its long 
prosperity and grandeur. 

Beautiful as the spot is now in utter neglect, it must have 
been far more so when it was first seen by the ^ 
Israelite host at Gilgal. Gilgal — the rising* gi’ound jeriSioat 
where, at Joshua’s command, they * rolled * away the 
reproach of their uncircumcision — was about five 
miles distant from the river banks ; at the eastern outskirts, 
therefore, of the great forest. Jericho itself stood at its western 
extremity, immediately where the springs issue from the hills. 
From that scene of their earliest settlement in Palestine, 
they looked out over the intervening forest to what w’as to be 
the first prize of the conquest. The forest itself did not then 
consist, as now, merely of the picturesque thorn, but was a 
vast grove of majestic palms, nearly three miles broad, and 
eight miles long. Even the solitary relic of the palm -forest*, 
,8een as late as 1838, has now disappeared. But as Joshua 
witnessed it, it must have recalled to him the magnificent 
palm-groves of Egypt, such as may now be seen stretching 
along the shores of the Nile at Memphis. Amidst this forest 
— as is, to a certain extent, the case even now — would have 
been seen, stretching through its open spaces, fields of ripe 
com ; for it was “ the time of the barley harvest,” and on the 
morrow after the passover, they ate for the first time “of 
the old com of the land and parched corn in the self-same 
day®.” Above the topmost trees would be seen the high walls 
and towers of the city, which from that grove derived its proud 
name, “ Jericho, the city of palms,” “ high, and fenced up to 
heaven” — the walls over which the spies had been let down, 
and which were now to fall before their victorious countrymen. 
Behind the city rose the jagged range of the white limestone 
mountains of Judeea, here presenting one of the few varied and 
beautiful outlines that can be seen amongst the southern hills 
of Palestine. This range is “the mountain*” to which the 
spies had fled, whilst their pursuers vainly sought them on the 


' Josh. T. 3; tlie (^beah) it 

{n^bablyoBe of the argUlaceons hills wMch 
fcBroA the highest terrace of the Jordan, 
or the rising gronnd in the forest itself. 


3 See Chap. 11. p. 114. 
8 Josh. V. 11. 

^ Josh. ii. 22. 
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way to the Jordan ; there they had been concealed, doubtless 
in the caverns with which the side of the mountain is per- 
forated, tlxe same which in later ages afforded shelter to the 
hermits who there took up their abode, in the belief that this 
was the mountain of the Forty Days’ Fast of the Temptation — 
the “ Quarantania,” from which it still derives its name. 

The same causes which made Jericho of such importance in 
this first stage of the Hebrew conquest, would also render 
necessary its complete destruction, with the curse on its re- 
builder. A place of such strength was not to be left to be 

occupied by any hostile force that might take 
Jericboin . -r. . . .t 

the time of possession of it. But, again, these same causes 

^et^^ occasioned its successive restorations, which exceed, 

probably, those of any other city in Palestine, 
except Jerusalem. First, although the actual site of Jericho 
long lay desolate, yet Gilgal, the scene of their first encamp- 
ment, not two miles distant*, which enjoyed the same 
general advantages of the shade and the streams of the noble 
forest, became the first regular settlement of Israel*. The 
ground of Gilgal was the first that was pronounced ** holy 
On its hill, during the long wars in the interior of Palestine, 
the Tabernacle remained, till it found its resting-place in 
Shiloh And in those sacred groves were celebrated, in later 
times, the solemn assemblies of Samuel and of Saul *, and of 
David on his return from exile *. But Jericho itself, in the 
reign of Ahab ^ if not before, rose from its ruins. A school of 
prophets * gathered round the spot almost immediately, and 
in tlie glimpses of their history we catch the same natural 
features with which the story of the first capture has already 
made us familiar. Elijah and Elisha came to it from Bethel % 


^ Fortbe relative situation of Jericho 
and Oilgal, see Jos. Ant. V. i. 4 ; Bell. 
Jttd. IV. viii. 2. 

* Ewald (Gescbichte, 2nd edit, ii. 318) 
well compares this rise of the first 
Israelite settlement out of the rude 
memorials of the passage, -^ith the analo- 
gous rise of Cairo from Fostat — the tent 
of Amrou. 

^ Josh. Y. 15. 

* Josh, xviii. 1. 

* 1 Sam. vii. 16; x. 8 ; »• 14, 15 ; 
xiB. 7, 9 ; XT. $3. 


® 2 Sara, xix, 15, 40. 

' 1 Kings xvi. 34. 

^ 2 Kings ii. 5. » 

^ 2 Kings iL 2, 4. If the ref^ding of 
the Hebrew text, “they down,” is 
right, then the Oilgal spoken of in ii. 1, 
cannot be that near Jericho ; and another 
Oilgal must he sought in the moun- 
tains north-west of ^thel ; where some 
such place is in^cated by the ancient 
Oanaanite kingdom of the “uatioiis of 
OUgalf** between Dor and Tiraah (Josb. 
xiL 23), and where a modem village exists. 
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down l^he same pass by the valley of Ai that in otlier times was 
the route of invading armies into the interior of Palestine. 
From Jericho, ‘‘ they two went on to the banks of tlie Jordan, 
wlailst the sons of the prophets stood on the upper terraces, 
afar oS ; ” and there, nearly at the same spot where Moses 
had vanished from the eyes of his countrymen, Elijali also was 
withdrawn — (as the prophets imagined) carried away to “ one 
of the moimtains,’* or “ one of the ‘ ravines ' which line the 
eastern wilderness, into which they knew he had retired. 
Elisha was left on the spot alone, but it was his natural home. 
He w'as himself a native of one of those rich plots of meadow 
groimd which are found in the upper stages of the Jordan 
valley. At Ahel-Meholah *, he was first seen behind his oxen, 
when Elijah passed up the valley on his way from the southern 
desert of Sinai to the northern desert of Damascus. At Gilgal 
was his frequent abode. The spring whose ‘‘waters*' he 
“ healed,” is probably that which now bears his name *. He 
too, “ went up ** the ascent through the pass to Bethel, where, 
in the forest now destroyed, lurked tlie two she-bears^ 
Naaman, at his command “ went down ” to the Jordan, mur- 
muring at the contrast of its turbid “ waters ” w’ith the clear 
rivers ” of his native Damascus *.** Into tlie jungle on the 
banks of the river, tlie sons of tlie prophets descended to cut 
boughs for their huts, and “ as one was felling a beam ’* from 
the branches which overhung the stream, “ the axe-head fell 
into the w^ater’.’* 

The third stage in the history of Jericho is that in which its 
palm-groves and gardens of balsam were given by Antony to 
Cleopatra *. They were first farmed for her, and then redeemed 
for /himself by Herod the Great, who made this one of his 


called JUjuleh (Rob. iii. 46). See also 
I)eut. xL 80. Bub the LXX read ^\eov 
*Hhey came.” 

^ 2 Kiugs ii. 16. The LXX in verse 8, 
at if with a slightly different reading, 
renders the words ^*on dry ground,” by 
iv ifnftfiip, “in the wilderness.” 

^ * * The Meadow of the Dance ; *1 Kings 
|dx. 16, 17, Judg. vii. 22. See Chap. IX. 

* 2 Kings ii. 21. Joseph. B. J. IV. 
vai, 8. 

; ^ 2 Kings ii. 28, 24. 


* Prom 2 Kings v. 2, it might be in- 
ferred that Elisha was then in Samaria. 
The word “Ophel,” (2 Kings v. 24,) 
translated “ tower,” is probably a 
“mound.” In every place, except this 
and Isa. xxxii. 14, where this is evi- 
dently its signification, it is applied to 
Ophel, the fortified hill in Jerosalexn 
south of Moriah. See Appendix s. v* 

® 2 Kings V. 12, 14. 

7 2 Kings vi. 2, 6. 

* Josephus^ Ant. XV. iv. 2. 
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princely residences, in which he was living at the time of his 
death. It was this Koman Jericho through which Christ 
Jericlioin journey to Jerusalem; passed 

the time of along the road beside which stood tlie sycomore 
tree *; went up into the wild dreary mountains ; caught 
from the summit of the pass the first glimxjse of tlie line of 
trees and houses on the summit of Olivet ; and so went His 
way through the long ascent, the scene of His own parable of 
the Good Samaritan, till He reached the friendly home perched 
aloft on the mountain side — the village of Bethany. 

3. Was this wilderness of His last approach — so we naturally 
ask — ^the same as that which witnessed His earliest trials? 
Was the reach of the Jordan, which Joshua and Elijah crossed, 
the same as that which was consecrated by His first entrance 
Scene of the public ministry ? It is difficult to determine. 

* preacliing But the indications of the narrative point to a locality 
of John. further north than the scene which the tradition of 


the Greek and Latin Churches — influenced, doubtless, in part, 
by the convenience of a spot near Jerusalem — has selected, 
‘‘In the wilderness of Judaea*,’* “In all the country about 
Jordan,*’ — are the general expressions of the three first 
Evangelists, which would apply to the whole of the southern 
valley of the Jordan, St. John, however, with greater precision, 
adds, “ in J3(?#7i-a.??ara * (the house of beyond Jordan, 

which seems to confine “the wilderness” generally to the 
eastern bank, and the special locality to the more northern 
ford, near Succoth, the same by which Jacob had crossed from 
Mahanaim, by which the Midianites endeavoured to escape 


^ Luke xix. 4. See Chapter XIII. 

3 Matt. iii. 1 ; Mark i. 3 ; Luke iii. 3. 

* John i. 28, 2t). It is with consider- 
able hesitation that I lay any stress on 
the name “ Bethabara.** All the oldest 
AiSS., (ABCEPQHLMS VXA), and 
nearly all the versions, read not **Beth- 
abam*’ but “Bethany j” and Origen, 
in his commentary on the passage, states 
that in his time this reading prevailed 
in ** almost all the MSS.” (<rx^Soy 
irdyra rd durlypcupa). But considering 
the great improbability of the altera- 
tion of the familiar word “Bethany” 
ihto the comparatively unknown “ Beth- 
ftbara” — considering also that in the 
locality Origen still found the name 
“Bethabara” — considering, finally, that 
if the Evangelist had meant to distinguish 


it from the Judican Bethany, he would 
have written BvOavla rp it4pav too 
'lophdvov, or, at any rate, placed B7}dayi<^ 
in close connection with 7r4pav rov *lop~ 
Sdroo— it seems most likely tliat Origen 
was right in altering the text, and being, 
as he says, “persuaded that we ought to 
read Bethabara.” The northern situa- 
tion of Bethabara is implied iu Epipba- 
nius (Hser. 535), That there was a ford 
or place known by the name of “ Abara” 
appears from the probable meaning of 2 
Sam. xix. 18, and the probable r^lng 
of 2 Sam. xv. 28. iDavid on his fiighi 
across the Jordan tells the High Priest 
that he wiU wait at the Abaroth (or 
fords”) in the wilderness,^ and on lus 
return he passes at or on the “ Aba^** 
which the Lxx, translate iUfiatns (as if it 
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in their flight from Gideon, and where Jephthali slew the 
Ephraimites.* And on .a subsequent occasion John is described 
as baptising in JEnon (* the springs *), “ near to Salim which 
would probably be the saijie “Salem*" as that near Shechem,' — 
close to the passage of the Jordan near Succotli, and far away 
from that near Jericho. Hence, on the one hand, from tlie 
Jordan to Nazareth, apparently occupied only a day\ and on 
the other hand, the return from this same spot to Bethany*, 
took at least two days. In each case this length of time 
accords well with the relative distance from Succoth, but 
would be entirely inapplicable to Jericho. 

If this be so, the scenery of the exact spot of John’s baptism, 
though visited by two or three travellers, has never been 
described. This is, i)erhaps, of less importance, because the 
images, and even associations of the whole valley are so similar, 
that what applies to one spot must, more or less, apply to all. 
The “ wilderness " of the desert-plain, whether on the western 
or eastern side, is the most marked in the whole country, and 
never has been inhabited, except for the purposes of ascetic 
seclusion, as by the Essencs, and the hermits of later times. 
Wide as was the moral and spiritual diflerence between the 
two great Prophets of the Jordan wilderness, and the wild 
ascetics of later times, yet it is for this very reason important 
to bear in mind the outward likeness which sets off this inward 
contrast. Travellers know well the startling appearance of 
the savage figures, who, whether as Bedouins or Dervishes, 
still haunt the solitary places of the East, with a “ cloak," — the 
usual striped Bedouin blanket — “ woven of camel’s hair, thrown 
over the shoulders, and tied in front on the breast; naked, 
except at the waist, round which is a girdle of skin; the hair 
flowing loose about the head This was precisely the de- 
scription of Elijah, whose last appearance had been on this 
very wilderness, before he finally vanished from the eyes of his 
disciple. This, too, was the aspect of his great representative, 

was a moving raft) Jos. Ant. vii, zi. 2 tomb of Sheykh Sateirif near VTAdy 
yitpvpa (.os if it was a bridge) the Anth. Cliusech (Van de Velde, i. 346). 

Vers, “the ferry-boat.” This last version * See Chap. V. Not© on Cerizim, 

would agree with the meaning assigned to p. 248. 

the other reading of John i 28. Beth- * John i. 43 ; ii. 1. 

ania — “the house of a ship” n’3« * John xi. 6, 89. 

' Cen. zxxii. 22 ; Judg. i. 24 ; zii. 6, 6. • See Light’s description of two Egyptian 

• John iii. 23. Compare the descrip- Dervishes in Syria (p. 135). 

ilon of the aumerons sonngs near the 
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vrhm he came, ixi the same place, dwelling, like tlie sons of the 
prophets, in a leafy covert woven of the branches of the Jordan- 
forest S preaching, in raiment of camel’s hair,” with a leathern 
girdle round his loins,” eating the “ locusts ” of the desert, and 
the ^'wild honey” or ‘‘manna,” which dropped from the 
tamarisks of the desert-region, or which distilled from the 
palm-groves of Jericho*. To the same wilderness, probably 
that on the eastern side, Jesus is described as “led by 
Scene of the Spirit — ^up into the desert-hills whence Moses 

Tempta- had seen the view of all the “ kingdoms ” of Pales- 
tine — “ with the wild beasts^ ” which lurked in the 
bed of the Jordan, or in the caves of the hills — “ where John 
was baptising, beyond Jordan.” 

If from the general scene we turn to the special locality of 
.the river banks, the reason of John’s selection is at once 
Baptism in explained. He came “ baptising,” that is, signifying 
the Jordan, those who came to him, as he plunged them under 
the rapid torrent, the forgiveness and forsaking of their former 
sins. It was in itself no new ceremony. Ablutions, in the 
East, have always been more or less a part of religious 
worship — easily performed, and always welcome. Every syn- 
agogue, if possible, was by the side of a stream or spring ; every 
mosque, still, requires a^ fountain or basin for lustrations in 
its court. But John needed more than this. He taught, not 
under roof or shelter of sacred buildings, but far from the 
natural haunts of men. He proclaimed repentance, not only 
to handfuls of men here and there, but to the whole nation. 
No common spring or tank would meet the necessities of 
the multitudes “ who, from Jerusalem and all Jiidtea, and all 
the region round about Jordan, came to him confessing their 
sins*.” The Jordan, by the very peculiarity of its position,, 
which, as before observed, renders its functions so unlike 
those of other Eastern streams, now seemed to have met with 
its fit purpose*. It was the one river of Palestine, sacred 

i Compare 2 Kings vi. 2. * Mark i. 13. 

* Joseph. B. J. IV, viii. 3. The » Matt. iii. 5 , ^ 

traditional scene and food of the Baptist ^ It may be observed that the only 
IS, in the hiBs about five miles vest of other extensive baptisms recorded outside 
JefUsalein, of Jerusalem, are at Salim (John iii. 23), 

* Matt iv. 1. Hrhere there was ** much water,’* and at 
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in its recollections, abundant in its waters; and yet, at the 
same time, the river, not of cities, but of the wilderness ; the 
scene of the preaching of those who dwelt not in kings’ palaces, 
nor wore soft clothing. On the banks of the rushing stream 
the multitudes gathered — the priests and scribes from Jeru- 
salem, down the pass of Adummim; the publicans from 
Jericho on the south, and the Lake of Gennesareth on the 
north; the soldiers on their way from Damascus to Petira, 
through the Ghor, in the war with the Arab chief Hareth; the 
peasants from Galilee, with One from Nazareth, through the 
opening of the plain of Esdraelon. The tall “ reeds ” or canes 
in the jungle waved, shaken * by the wind the pebbles of 
the bare clay hills lay around, to which the Baptist pointed as 
capable of being transformed into “ the children* of Abraham 
at their feet rushed tlie refresliing stream of the never-failing 
river. There began that sacred rite, which has since spread 
throughout the world, through the vast baptistries of the 
southern and Oriental Churches, gradually dwindling to the 
little fonts of the north and west; the plunges beneath the 
water diminishing to the few drops which, by a wise exercise of 
Christian freedom, are now in most Churches the sole repre- 
sentative of the full stream of tJie Descending Eiver. 

The interest which thus attaches to the Jordan, is one 
which it possesses to an extent probably enjoyed by tlo other 
sacred locality in the Holy Land. In the mosaics of the 
earliest churches at Rome and Ravenna, before Christian and 
Pagan Art were yet divided, the Jordan appears as a river-god, 
pouring his streams out of his urn. The first Cliristian 
Emperor had always hoped to receive his long-deferred baptism 
in the Jordan, up to the moment when the hand of death struck 
him at Nicomedia. The name of the river has, in Spain and 
Italy, by a natural association, been turned into a common 
Cliristian name for children at the hour of the baptism whteh 
served to connect them with it. Protestants, as well as Greeks 
and Latins, have delighted to carry off its waters for the same 


Samaria (Acts yiii. 12), irhose abundant 
streams have been described elsewhere. 
See Chapter V. 

* “What went ye out into the wilder- 
neiw to see ! A reed shaken with the 


wind?” Matt, xi, 7. Seep. 297. 

3 “ God is able of these stones to raise 
np children unto Abraham.” klatt. 
iii. 
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sacred purpose, to the remotest regions of the West. Of all 
the practices — superstitions, if we choose so to call them— of 
the Oriental Churches in Palestine, none is more innocent or 
natural than the ceremony repeated year by year at the Greek 
Bathing of bathing of the pilgrims in the Jordan, 

the pi- It has often been witnessed by European travellers, 
gnms. j describe it from my own recollections, 

for the sake both of the general illustration which it furnishes 
of the present forms of Oriental Cliristianity, and also as 
presenting the nearest likeness that can now be seen in the 
same general scenery to the multitudinous baptisms of John. 
Once a year — on the Monday in Passion Week — the desolation 
of the Plain of Jericho is broken by the descent from the 
Judoean hills of five, six, or eight thousand pilgrims, who are 
now, from all parts of the old Byzantine Empire, gathered 
within the walls of Jerusalem. The Turkish governor is with 
them, an escort of Turkish soldiers accompanies them, to 
protect them down the desert-hills, against the robbers who, 
from the days of the Good Samaritan downwards, have infested 
the solitary pass. It was for the purpose of defending the 
pilgrims down these passes that the nine knights banded 
together who formed the first nucleus of the Order of the 
Templars*. On a bare space beside the tangled thickets of 
the modern Jericho, — distinguished by tlie square tower, now 
the castle of its chief and called by j)ilgrims the ‘ House of 
Zacclneus,’ — the vast encampment is spread out, recalling the 
image of the tents which Israel here first pitched by Gilgal. 
Two hours before dawn, the rude Eastern kettle-drum rouses 
the sleeping multitude. It is to move onwards to the Jordan, 
so as to accomplish the object before the great heat of the 
lower valley becomes intolerable. Over the intervening Desert, 
the wide, crowd advances in almost perfect silence. Above is 
the bright Paschal Moon, before them moves a bright flare 
of torches, on each side huge watchfires break the darkness 
of the night, and act as beacons for the successive descents of 
the road. The sun breaks over the eastern hills as the head 

« 

1 Wilcke*8 ** G«sch. des Tempel-herrea Ordeiis^” p. 9, in Milnum^s Latin Ghiiati- 
anity, v, 286. It was in 1118. 
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of the cavalcade reaches the brink of the Jordan. Then it is, 
for the first time, that the European traveller sees the Sacred 
Eiver, rushing through its thicket of tamarisk, poplar, willow, 
and agnus-castus, with rapid eddies, and of a turbid yellow 
colour, like the Tiber at Eome, and about as broad — sixty or 
eighty feet *. The chief features of the scene’'^ are the white 
cliffs and green tliickets on each bank, though at this spot 
they break away, on the western side, so as to leave an open 
space for the descent of the pilgiims. Beautiful as the scene 
is, it is impossible not to feel a momentary disappointment 
at the conviction, produced by the first glance, that it cannot 
be the spot either of the passage of Joshua, or of the baptism 
of John. The high eastern banks (not to mention the other 
considerations named before) preclude both events. But in 
a few moments the great body of the pilgrims, now distinctly 
visible in the breaking day, appear on the ridge of the last 
terrace. None, or hardly any, are on foot. Horse, mule, ass, 
and camel, in promiscuous confusion, bearing whole families 
oil their backs — a father, mother, and three children, perhaps, 
on a single camel, occupy the vacant spaces between and above 
the jungle in all directions. 

If the traveller expects a wild burst of enthusiasm, such ns 
that of the Greeks when they caught the first glimpse of 
the sea, or tlie German armies at the sight of the Rhine, he 
will be disappointed. Nothing is more remarkable in the 
whole pilgrimage to the Jordan, from first to last, than tlie 
absence of any such displays. Nowhere is more clearly seen 
that deliberative business-like aspect of their devotion, so well 
described in Eothen, unrelieved by any expression of emotion, 
unless, perhaps, a slight tinge of merriment. Tliey dismount, 
and set to work to perform their bathe ’ ; most on the open 
space, some further up amongst the thickets ; some plunging 
ill naked — most, however, with white dresses, which they bring 
with them, and which, having been so used, are kept for their 
winding-sheets. Most of the bathers keep within the shelter 

1 So Nowbold, Journal B. Aaiat. Soc, landing-place was once cased with marble, 
XV. 20. and a large cross was planted in the middle 

^ The fdight variations in earlier times of the stream, 
are given in Bitter, vol. ii. p. 530. The 
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of the bank^ where tlie water is about four feet in depths though 
with a bottom of very deep mud. The Coptic pilgrims are 
curiously distinguished from the rest by the boldness with 
which they dart into the main current, striking the water after 
their«fashion alternately with their two arms, and playing with 
the eddies, which hurry them down and across, as if they were 
in the cataracts of their own Nile ; crashing through the thick 
boughs of the jungle which, on the eastern bank of tlie stream, 
intercepts their progress, and then recrossing the river higher 
up, where they can wade, assisted by long poles which they 
have cut from the opposite tliickets. It is remarkable, con- 
sidering the mixed assemblage of men and w^omen, in such a 
scene, that there is so little appearance of levity or indecorum. 
A primitive domestic character pervades in a singular form the 
^hole transaction. The families which have come on their 
single mule or camel, now bathe together, with the utmost 
gravity ; the father receiving from the mother the infant, which 
has been brought to receive the one immersion which will 
suffice for the rest of its life, and thus, by a curious economy 
of resources, save it from the expense and danger of a future 
pilgrimage in after-years. In about two hours the shores are 
cleared; with the same quiet they remount their camels and 
horses; and before the noonday heat has set in, are again 
encamped on the upper j^ain of Jericho. . . . Once more they 
may be seen. At the dead ^ of night, the drum again wakes 
them for their homeward march. The torches again go 
before ; behind follows the vast multitude, mounted, passing 
in profound silence over that silent plain — so silent that, 
but for the tinkling of the drum, its departure would hardly 
be perceptible. The troops stay on the ground to the end, 
to guard the rear, and when the last roll of tiie drum announces 
that the last soldier is gone, the whole plain returns again to 
its perfect solitude. 

* For the constant practice of these curious pa^e in BmWs Pilgrimage to 
night journeys in Arab countries, see a Meocah, iii. 16. 
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Fsalm xlii. 6. “My soul is cast douro vritliln ne : therefbre will I 
remember thee from the land of Jordon, and of the Heimonitet^ fbm th9 
‘mountain’ Misar.’* 



I. General character of the scenery. II. First view of the Holy Land. 
III. Frontier land. IV. Isolation. V. Pastoral character of the 
oountry and its inhabitants. VI. Land of exile. Last view of the 
Holy Land. 



PEEAl, AND THE TEANSJOEDANIC 
TEIBES. 


Who that has ever travelled in Palestine has not longed to 
cross the Jordan valley to those mysterious hills which close 
every eastward view with their long horizontal outline, their 
overshadowing height, their deep purple shade ? It is this 
which probably constitutes the most novel feature of the Holy 
Land to any one who fii'st sees it with his own eyes. Partly 
from the slightly liistorical interest which attaches to Eastern 
compared with Western Palestine, partly from tlie few visits 
paid to those insecure regions, it has usually happened that 
general descriptions of the country almost omit to notice the 
one elevating and solemn background of all that is poor and 
mean in the scenery of Palestine, properly so called. To those 
who, like myself, have been unable to cross the Jordan and 
explore those unknown heights, this distant view is the sole 
impression left by the mountain range of Ammon and Moab. 
But it is an impression which may assist them in forming 
some notion of the interior of the region, as described by those 
who have had better fortune and more abundant leisure.' 

1. The mountains rise from the valley of the Jordan to the 

^ I have to express my thanks to the Trachonitls, — I have left nxunoUccd. 
Rev. G. Horsley Palmer, for most of the partly hccauso it was not needed for the 
facts of this chapter. No other traveller, elucidation of the history, partly because 
to my knowledge, has explored this dis- it has been fully described by Mr. Flatter, 

; trict so thoroughly-^-certainly none whom in his work on Damascus. The ruins 

1 have consulted has described it so of Gadara, Gerasa, and Philadelphia 

vividly and intelligibly. The northern (Ammd.n), as belonging to the late 

' portion of the trans-Jordanic territory-*— Roman period, and those described by 

mcluding Gaulonitis, the* Haurfln, and Mr. Cyril Graham in Trachonitls, have 

no place in this volume. 
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heiglit, it is believed, of two or three thousand feet, &xiA 
this gives them, when seen from the western side, 
chmoterof the appearance of a much greater actual elevation 
theBoenery. really possess ; as though they rose high 

above the mountains of Judaea on which the spectator stands. 
As they are approached from the Ghor, the horizontal out- 
line wliich they always wear when seen from a distance is 
broken; and it is described, that when their summits are 
attained, a wholly new scene bursts upon the view; unlike 
anything which could be expected from below— unlike any- 
thing in Western Palestine. A wide table-land appears tossed 
about in wild confusion of undulating downs, clothed with 
rich grass throughout ; in the southern parts trees are thinly 
scattered here and there, aged trees covered with lichen, as if 
the relics of a primeval forest long since cleared away; the 
northern parts * still abound in magnificent woods of sycomore, 
beech, terebinth, ilex, and enormous fig-trees. These do^vns 
are broken by three deep defiles, tlirough which the three 
rivers of the Yarmuk, the Jabbok, and the Arnon, fall into 
the valley of the Jordan and Dead Sea. On the east, they 
melt away into the vast red plain which, by a gradual descent, 
joins the level of the plain of the Hauran, and of the Assyrian 
desert.' This is the general picture given of the trans-Jordanic 
territory. 

ID What is the liistoVy of which tliis is the theatre ? First, 
The first mere outline, even as seen from the western side 
▼lew of the of the Jordan, suggests the fact that those heights, 
everywhere visible in central Palestine, must have 
east. commanded the first view of the Promised Land in 
all approaches from the east. It is said by those who have 
visited those parts, that one remarkable effect produced, is the 
changed aspect of the hills of Judah and Ephraim. Their 
monotonous character is lost, and the range when seen as a 
whole is in the highest degree diversified and impressive. And 
the wide openings in the western hills, as they ascend from the 

' The upper range of Gilead, i. «. forest range (Ibid. p. 121). Jerask is 
eontb of the Jabbok, is oak and arbutus just on its skirts. Near Heshbon is a 
-^the central, arbutus and fir — ^the lower, hill crowned by a clfster of stone pines ~ 
yalomdi oak— the ilex throughout (Lord the only conspicuous group of the kind 
Xdndsay, ii. 122). Ammfin is outside the in Syria, except those at Beirfit. 
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Jordan-valley, give such extensive glimpses into the heart of 
the country, that not merely the general range, but particular 
localities can be discerned with ease. From a point above tlie 
Dead Sea, Bethlehem and Jerusalem can both be seen in the 
same prospect ^ From the Castle of Eubad, north of the 
Jabbok, are distinctly visible Lebanon, tlie Sea of Galilee, 
jEsdraelon in its full extent, Carmel, the Mediterranean, and 
the whole range of Judah and Ephraim. It is the finest 
view,” to use the words of the traveller from whom most of the 
information contained in this chapter is derived, ‘‘ that I ever 
saw in any part of the world.” This view, so multiplied and 
so beautiful, must have been the very prospect which presented 
itself to the eyes, first of Abraham, and then of Jacob, as 
they descended from these summits on their way from Mesopo- 
tamia ; it must have been substantially the same as that which 
was imfolded before the eyes of Balaam and Moses, when, as 
we have seen *, the Sacred Narrative draws out these several 
features in the utmost detail. It is in all probability the view 
which furnished the framework of the vision of “ all the king- 
doms of the world ” which was revealed in a moment of time 
to Him who was driven up from the valley below to these 
mountains at the opening of His public ministry. DiflScult 
as it may be to decide the precise spot intended by the name 
of Pisgah, the accounts given of these trans-Jordanic heights 
show that this matters little; the whole range is one vast 
Pisgah, with the deep shades of the Jordan-valley beneath, 
the Land of Promise beyond ; whilst close around lies tlie 
beautiful country, so long the halting-place though not the 
|)ermanent home of Israel, after his weary passage through 
the Arabian Desert. 

III. For, again, it was the frontier-land of Palestine, and 
therefore, through all its history, the first conquered, Frontier- 
the first lost, by the hosts of Israel. The great table- 
lands, the ‘ cultivated fields ’ of Moab and Ammon, as distinct 
from the ‘‘ wilderness ” into which these lands die on the ^ast; 
and the ‘ desert-plains * of Moab in the Jordan-valley at the 

: 1 Compare tbe view from Heebbon, a« » See Chapter VII. pp. 299—301. 
jdescribed by Schwarz (in voce IfeMon)^ 



$31$ SIKAI ATO 

foot of tibie mountains, — were the rich prize firet wrested £mni 
Moah and Ammon* by the Amorite kings, and from them by 
the Israelites under Moses; Ammon and Moab themselves 
remaining uninjured in the border of the wilderness which they 
still occupied. This first stage of the conquest of Canaan is too 
briefly described to receive any detailed elucidation from the 
localities, even if they were better known than they are. AU 
that we can discern is the approach of Israel through the eastern 
Desert skirting the confines of Moab and Ammon ; and at last 
>meting the Amorite king “in the wilderness’* at Jahaz*. 
There was fought the first pitched battle between Israel and 
Canaan, and the victory was followed by the subjugation of the 
whole kingdom from the torrent of the Arnon on tlie soutli, to 
the torrent of the Jabbok on the north. Eastward the un- 
conquered tribe of Ammon still compressed their limits; but 
the whole of the rich pasture was theirs, uj) to the point where 
it melts away into the steppes of the wilderness. Within the 
range of this ancient kingdom of Sihon were planted the tribes 
of Reuben and Gad. Another step had to bo taken before a 
fitting settlement could be procured for the powerful frag- 
ment of Manasseh, which had joined its fortunes to these two 
tribes. The moxmtains of Basham inclose a circular table- 
land, since called from its rocky ground, “ Trachonitis,** or the 
rough, “ Leja,” or the rocky, but in that earlier time “ Argob” 
— or (apparently from tiie ring of rock around it) “ Chebel ** or 
“the rope.’* In this fastness lingered the “remnant” of the 
aboriginal race of giants which Ammon had already dispos- 
sessed from the south. Against this ancient j^cople, headed 
by their giant king Og, advanced the hosts of Israel, in alliance 
with Ammon, thirsting doubtless for revenge upon their former 
enemy. Og was drawn down from tlie table-land of Argob 
into the plain, and immediately at the entrance into his natural 
citadel at Edrei, — a spot still retaining nearly the same name — 
was fought the decisive battle which broke his power ; Ammon 
carried away the trophy of the king’s gigantic bedstead ; but to 
Israel fell the territory of the high mountain-tract of Gilead and 
Bashan, from the deep ravine of the Jabbok up to the base of 
Hermon^ Moab and Ammon still remained inaependent allies, 
a^outh and east of the Israelite settlements. Both fell before 

^ Ntiixib. xxl 26 — 29. » Numb, xxi, 23 ; Judg. xi. 20. 

“ * Dent. liL 1 ; ii. 18 ; U. 20. 
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Dayid; Moab, evidently the weaker, first; Ammon, not without a 
long resistance, which made the siege and fall of its capital. Bah* 
bath* Ammon, the crowning act of David’s conquests. The ruins 
which now adorn the “ royal city ” are of a later Eoman date ; 
but the commanding position of the citadel remains ; and the 
unusual sight of a living stream, abounding in fish,* marks the 
significance of Joab’s song of victory — ^“I have fought against 
Babbah, and have taken the city of waters.” 

As it was thus first occupied by the Israelites, so it subse- 
quently became the border-land between Palestine and the 
nations of eastern Asia. From its midway position it neces- 
sarily bore the brunt of all the incursions of the Syrians of 
Damascus, when Ramoth- Gilead became the scene of so many 
sieges and battles, as the fortress for which both kingdoms 
contended ; and for the same reason it was the first to resist 
and tlie first to fall before the arms of the Assyrian Tiglath- 
Pileser. In this respect the range of Gilead remained faithful 
to the description given by the two Patriarchs who of old 
parted on its summit ; as the boundary line between the tribes 
of Canaan and those of Mesopotamia : ** This lieai) is a witness 
between me and thee this day. . . . The God of Abraham, and 
the God of Nahor, judge betwixt us 

IV. From this aspect of the country, we naturally pass to its 
isolation from the rest of Palestine. However much 
connected by vicinity and race with their western ^*®^^^®*** 
kinsmen, tlie dwellers in eastern Palestine have always been 
distinct. It has been to the main body of the peojde, what 
Scotland or Ireland has been to the chief course of English 
history. Inhabited from the earliest times by races of a stock 
separate and even hostile, the table-lands east of the Jordan 
were never occupied by the nations on the west, except through 
acts of aggression and conquest. The Amorite chiefs, Og and 
Sihon, established tliemselves on the acclivities of these 
heights, but only to be themselves dislodged in turn by the 
Israelites ; the Amorite kings of Palestine Proper not striking 
a blow in defence of their trans-Jordanic brethren. And the 
Ii^elite tribes who settled there hardly ever exercised any 
influence over their countrymen on the western banks, were 

>jBcti?ckhardt, p. 868. Compare 2 Sam. * Gen. xxxi. 48, 63. Gilead is ** tbe 
Yi!|.2 ; xii. 26, 27. isai. xyL 2. beap of witness." 

' T 2 
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earned into captivity long before them, and were succeeded bj* 
settlers not of Jewish, but of Gentile origin ; and the whole 
country is, as has been already observed, a comparatively 
unknown region to the present inhabitants of Palestine. This 
separation is in part owing to the great natural rent which the 
Jordan has created between the two districts; but it is also 
owing to some peculiarities of the country itself 

V. It was the forest-land, the pasture-land of Palestine. The 
Pastoral smooth downs received a special name*, expressive of 
character of tKeir contrast witli the rough and rocky soil of the 
thecountry. ^he “oaks” of Bashan, which stiU fiU the 

traveller with admiration, were to the prophets and psalmists of 
Israel the chief glory of the vegetation of their common 
country. The vast herds of wild cattle which then wandered 
through the woods, as those of Scotland through its ancient 
forests, were, in like manner, at once tlie terror and pride 
of the Israelite, — ^‘the fat hulls of Bashan/' The King of 
Moah was but a great “ sheepmaster,*’ and “rendered” for 
tribute “ an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred thou- 
sand rams with the •wool/* And still the countless herds and 
flocks may he seen, droves of cattle moving on like troops of 
soldiers, descending at sunset to drink of the springs — literally, 
in the language of the Prophet, “ rams and lambs, and goats, 
and bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan ^** 

It is striking to remember, that with this land in their pos- 
session — a land of which ti’avellers say, that in beauty and 
fertility it as far surpasses western Palestine as Devonshire 
surpasses Cornwall — the Israelites nevertheless pressed for- 
wards through the Jordan-valley, up the precipitous ravines of 
Jericho and Ai ; and settled in the rugged mountains of Judah 
and Ephraim, never to return to those beautiful regions which 
had been their first home in the Promised Land. “ The Lord 
had made them ride on the high places of the earth, that they 
might eat the increase of the fields ; and he made them to suck 
honey out of the ‘ cliff * and oil out of the flinty rock ; butter of 

1 The complete isolation of the present world, of which two were the Sea of 
InhaUtants of the trans-Jordanio Pales- QalUee and th0,J)ead Sea, (Bnekisg- 
tinej may be estimated by the notions of ham, c, 2.) 

geography communicated to Bnckin^bam ^ Miehor, See Chapter TI. and Ap- 
by the people of Salt. They maintained pendix. 

tout there were only four seas in the ^ 2 Kings iii. 4. * Esek. xxxix. 18. 
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kine» and milk of sheep ; with fat of lambs, and rams of the 
breed of Bashan, and goatS ; with the fat of kidneys of wheati and 
, . , . the pure blood of the grape So, we are told, spoke 
their Prophet-leader, whilst they were still in enjoyment of 
this rich country. Yet forwards they went. It was the same 
high calling — ^whether we name it impulse, destiny, or Provi* 
dence — which had already drawn Abraliam from Mesopotamia^ 
and Moses from the Court of Memphis. They knew not what 
was before them, they knew not what depended on their crossing 
the Jordan, on their becoming a settled and agricultural, in* 
stead of a nomadic, i)eople — on their reaching to the shores of 
the sea, and from those shores receiving the influences of the 
Western world, and sending forth to that Western world their 
influences in return. They knew not ; but we know ; and the 
more we hear of the beauty of the trans-Jordanic territory, the 
greater is the wonder, — the greater, we may almost say, should 
be our thankfulness, — that they exchanged it for Palestine 
itself ; inferior as it might naturally have seemed to them, in 
every point, except for the high purposes to which they 
were called, and for which their permanent settlement on the 
eastern side of the Jordan would, humanly spealcing, have 
wholly unfitted them. 

What a change would thus have been made in their destiny 
is best seen by following up the history of the tribes which did 
so separate themselves from their brethren. 

The great excellence of the eastern table-land was, as has 
been said, in pasture and in forest, ‘‘ a place for Pastoral 
cattle*/’ In tlie encampment of Israel two tribes, 

Keuhen and Gad, were pre-eminently pastoral. They 

had “ a very great multitude of cattle.” For this they east of tte 

desired the land, and for this it was given to them, 

that they might build cities for their little ones, and folds for 

' Dent, xxxii. 13, 14. All tliese ex- like manner is not Pr. cxxxvi. peculiarly 
piessions seem to have peculiar reference adapted to the trans-Jordanic tribes? 
to their home in the trans-Jordanic terri- It is difhcult else to account for the 
tory ; that being the whole of Palestine stress laid on the conquest of Sihon and 
that they had seen at the time when Og, to the entire exclusion of the conquest 
Moses is represented as uttering these of Canaan. 

words. **Thehi^ places” — and “the ^ It is still the favourite tract of the 
l^lds,” are specially applicable to the Bedouin shepherds. “Thou canst not,” 
table-lands of Gilead; and still more, they say, “find a country like the Balka.” 
the allnsions to the herds and flocks. In Burckhardt, i. 3119. 



their sheep','" In no other case is the relation between the 
territory and its occupiers so expresriy laid down, and such it 
continued to be to the end. From first to last they alone of 
the tribes ni^ver emerged from the state of their Patriarchal 
ancestors. When Joshua bade them return to their posses- 
sions, it was not to their houses,” but to their “tents.” 
When, on their return, they reached the Jordan, the boundary 
between themselves and their more settled brethren, they 
erected, like true Children of the Desert, the huge stone of 
division to mark the frontier, which their more civilised kins- 
men mistook for an altar*; just as Jacob and Laban had in 
earlier times raised a similar cairn on the heights of Gilead ; 
just as the traveller now sees the “ Hajr ’Alawin,”— the pile of 
stones that denotes the boundary of the 'Alawin and of the 
Eeul)en Tawarah tribes — at the head of the Gulf of 'Akaba. Of 
their subsequent history this is still the prevailing 
feature. Reuben is the most purely nomadic, and, therefore, 
the most transitory. He is to the eastern tribes what Simeon 
is to the western. “ Unstable as water,” he vanishes away into 
* a mere Arabian tribe; “his men are *few,” — it is all that he 
can do “ to live and not die.” We hear of nothing beyond the 
multiplication of “ their cattle in the land of Gilead,” their 
“ wars ” with the Bedouin “ sons of Hagar,” their spoils of 
“ camels fifty thousand, and of sheep two hundred and fifty 
thousand, and of asses two thousand*.” In the great struggles 
of the nation he never took part. The complaint against him in 
the Song of Deborah is the summary of his whole history. 
“ By the ‘ streams ' of Reuben,” — that' is, by the fresh streams 
which descend from the eastern hills into the Jordan and the 
Dead Sea, on whose banks the Bedouin chiefs then, as now, 
met to debate * — “ in the ‘ streams * of Reuben great were the 
‘decrees.* Why dwellest thou among the sheep ‘troughs* to 
hear the ‘ pipings * of the flocks* ? By the ‘ streams * of Reuben 


* Numbers xxxii. 1, 4, 16, 24, 26, 
S6. 

a Josh, xxil 4—34. 

* Deut. xxxiii. 6. — The English Ver- 
sion has added “not ** from the LXX. 

^ 1 Chr. V. 9, 10, 20, 21. 

* Herder (Heb. Poes. p. 1921. Comp. 


Numb. xxi. 17 ; Ex. xr. 25. 

® Jud. V. 15, 16. Ewald (Geschichto, 
2nd edit. iii. 88) renders it “the piping 
of the flocks,” in allusion to the shepherd- 
songs, of which ^^ayid*9 is the earliest 
known specimen. 
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great were the searchings of heart.*' Gad has a more distinctive 
character, something of the lion-like aspect of Judah, 

In the forest region south of the Jabbok, “ he dwelt* 
as a lion.” Out of his tribe came the eleven valiant chiefs 
who crossed the fords of the Jordan in flood-time to join the 
outlawed David, ‘‘whose faces were like the faces of lions, 
and were as swift as the ‘gazelles* upon the mountains V* 
These heroes were but the Bedouins of their time. The very 
name of Gad expressed the wild aspect which he presented to 
the wild tribes of the east. “ Gad is a ‘ troop of plunderers; * 
a troop of idunderers shall ‘plunder* him, but he shall 
‘ plunder * at the last *.’* The northern outposts of 

* 1 • MauasseflUi 

the eastern tribes were entrusted to that portion of 
Manasseh which had originally attacked and expelled the 
Amorite inhabitants from Gilead The same martial spirit 
which fitted the western Manasseh to defend the passes of 
Esdraelon, fitted “Machir,the firstborn of Manasseh, the father 
of Gilead,’* to defend the passes of Haur&n and Anti-Libanus; 
“ because lie was a man of war, therefore he had Gilead 
and Bashan*.” But he partook also of the pastoral cha- 
racter common to Gad and Reuben. The sixty, or the thirty, 
“ towns ** of Jair, the ancient chief of the tribe of Manasseh, 
were not called cities, but Bedouin ‘ villages or tents *.* 
Such as was the general character of tlie tribe, were also its 
individual heroes, who, at rare intervals, acquired a national 
importance. How much more intelligible does Jephtliah become, 
when we remember that he was raised up, not from the regulai* 
settlements of Judah and Ephraim, hut from the half-civilised 
region of the eastern tribes ; in the wildness of his freebooting 
life, in the rashness and ignorance of his vow, in the savage 
vengeance which he exacted from the insolence of Ephraim, 
a Bedouin chief rather than an Israelitish Judge. And, 
yet more, how lively an image do we form of the grandest 
and tlie most romantic character that Israel ever produced 


^ Dent, xxxiii. 20. 

* 1 Chr. xii. 8, 15. 

* Gen. xxxiii. 10 ; comp. xxx. 11. 


• Numb, xxxil 39. 

^ Josh. xvii. 1. 

^ IlaToth'Jair. See App. Chawai\* 
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-•—Elijah the Tishbite— when we recollect that he, too, came 
from tlie forests of Gilead, and found his first refuge in the 
clefts of the ‘Cherith*;' that the sliaggy hair, the rough 
camel’s hair mantle girt by the leathern girdle round his naked * 
body ; the fleetness of foot, with which, “ when the hand of the 
Lord was upon him,** he outran the chaiiot of Ahab; the sudden 
appearances and disappearances, which baffled all the zeal of 
his enemies and his friends to discover him ; the long wanderings 
into the Desert of Southern Arabia to “Horeb, the Mount 
of God;” all are special characteristics of the Bedouin 
life, which were dignified but not destroyed by . his high 
prophetic mission. And the fact that this special mission was 
entrusted, not to a dweller in royal city or Prophetic school, 
but to one who, in manner of life and in outward aspect, and to 
a great extent by his place of birth, was a genuine son of the 
Desert, is in remarkable accordance with the dispensations of 
Providence both in earlier and later times. Elijah the Gileadite, 
in his witness for the unity of God against the idolatries of 
Phoenicia, was the fitting successor of those who had been the 
heralds of the same truth before ; the wandering chief from Ur 
of the Chaldees, the Arabian Shepherd in Mount Sinai. 

VI. There is one final and touching interest with which the 
The land of land beyond tlie Jordan” is invested, by virtue of 
exile. position, as a portion, and yet not a portion, of 

the land of Israel. It was emphatically the land of exile, — 
the refuge of exiles. One place there w^as in its beautiful 
uplands, consecrated by the presence of God in primeval times, 
‘f Mahanaim * ” marked the spot where Jacob had divided his 
people into “ two ‘ hosts,’ ” and seen the “ Two Hosts ” of the 
angelic vision. To this scene of the great crisis in their 
ancestor’s life the ’thoughts of his descendants returned in 
after-years, whenever foreign conquest or civil discord drove 
them from their native hills on the west of the Jordan. The 
first instance was when Abner rallied the Israelites round the 
unfortunate Ishbosheth, after the rout of Gilboa, and “ brought 

^ 1 Kin. xvii. 1, 3. The birth-place position of the Cherith, see Chap. Yll. 
of Elijah was pointed out to Irby and * Gen. xxxii. 2,^, 10. Jos. Ant. 
Wangles at ** Gilead Gilhood,” near Salt, viii. 0, 8, 10, 1.) calls it *Hhe cani|«’* 

^Irby and Haugles, p. 300.) For the (vap€fjL$o\cu), 
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liim over'* Hie Jordan “ to Mahanaim*,** The second was when 
David fled from Absalom. Then, for the only time since the 
conquest, the whole interest of Israelite history is transfexTcd 
to the trans-Jordanic territory. The scenes of that mournful 
period are but imperfectly brought before us ; but so far as 
they are, they agree with all that w^e know of the localities. 
David crossed the Jordan by the fords of Jericho, and ascended 
tlie eastern heights till he came to Mahanaim. The people 
that came witli him spread themselves out beyond the culti- 
vated table-lands into the “ wilderness *’ of the steppes of 
Ham’iin. Whilst they were there, ‘‘hungry and weary and 
thirsty,** the chiefs of the surrounding tribes, Shobi of Ammon, 
and Macliir and Barzillai of IManasseh, brought the produce 
which formed the. iwide of their rich lands and pastures — 
“ wheat and barley, and flour, and parched corn, and beans, 
and lentilcs, and parched x)ulse, and honey^ and hntter, and 
iihee}}, and cheese of Jdne *.** The “‘forest ’ of Ephraim,*’ in which 
the decisive battle was fought, was, as the narrative implies*, 
also on the east of the Jordan, and if so, the tliick woods of 
oak and terebinth curiously illustrate the defeat and death of 
Absalom ; “ the ‘ forest * devouring more people than the sword, 
and the prince himself caught in “ the thick boughs of ‘ the * 
great ‘ terebinth ’* 

The refuge that the trans-Jordanic hills afforded to David, 
they aflbrded also to David’s greater Son, “ Percea,** — ‘ the 
land beyond ’ (the Jordan), — as it was called in tlie Greek 
nomenclature of its Pioman conquerors, still occupied the same 
relation, secluded and retired from the busy world which filled 


' 2 Sam. ii. 8, 

2 2 Sam. xvii. 27, 28, 29. 

^ It is said in 2 Sam. xvii. 24, 26, that 
^‘Absalom and all the men of Israel 
passed over Jordan . . . and pitched in 
tJie land of Gilead'' The name of “ the 
forest of Ephraim," may be explained 
from the connection of blood with the 
tranS'Jordauic Manasseh, or from the 
massacre of the Ephraiinites in that 
neighbourhood by Jephthah (J ndg. xii, 6). 
It is more dil^cnlt to account for the 
statement tliat Ahlmaaz, in hastening 
from the scene of the battle to announce 
the news to David at Mahanaim, ran by 


the way of ‘the Ciccar* (xvUl. 23), a 
word only used elsewhere in connection 
with the valley of the Jordan. It is pos- 
sible, however, that there mayhave been 
a place, or region, so called on the table- 
lands, as the LXX seem to suppose, here 
alono not translating it. Or Mahanaim 
may liave been so situated with regard to 
tlie battle-field as to bo more easily ac- 
cessible by a descent to the plain of the 
Jordan, than over the hills themselves. 
Or it may he (as Ewald explains it) a 
manner of quick running (Oeschichte, 
iU. 237). 

* 2 Sam. xviii. 8. 9. 
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the neighbourhood of Jerusalem and of the Sea of Galilee. 
Thither, as we have seen, our Lord probably retired after His 
baptism ; thither, also, in the interval of daliger which imme- 
diately preceded the end of His earthly course ‘ ; to those hUls, 
rising beyond the deep vaUey of the Jordan^, as to the world 
beyond the grave, tlie eyes of Martha and Mary were turned, 
waiting for the coming of their Lord. 

To this same characteristic is to be traced its last historical 
The Last significance. Somewhere on the slopes of Gilead, 
^ew of tho scene of Jacob’s first view of the land of his 

Holy Land • 

from the descendants and of the capital of the exiled David, 
was Pella, so called by tlie Macedonian Greeks from 
tho springing fountain®, which likened it to the birth-place 
of their own Alexander. This was the city well known in 
Christian history as the refuge of the little band which here, 
took shelter when the armies of Titus gathered round Jeru- 
•salem *. Tlie view from it is thus described ; “ In the fore- 
ground at my feet was the Jordan, flowing through its wood of 
terebinths. On the other side rose gently the plain of Beisan, 
surmounted by the high eminence of that name. In the dis- 
tance were the mountains of Gilboa .... Between Gilboa 
and the mountains of Galilee the eye wanders over the wild 
jplain of Jezreel, till it rests upon the faint blue cliffs of the 
extremity of Caimel which forms its western boundary\” 

We may dwell on this 'view, for it is one which must have 
been again and again reproduced under like circumstances. 
From these heights Abner in liis flight from the Philistines, 
and David in his flight from Absalom, and the Israelites on 
tlieir way to Babylon, and the Christian Jews of Pella, caught 
the last glimpse of their familiar mountains. There is one 
plaintive strain which sums up all these feelings ; — the 42nd 
Psalm. . Its date and authorship are uncertain, but the place 
is beyond doubt the trans-Jordanic hills, which always behold, 
as they are always beheld from, western Palestine. As, before 
the eyes of the exile, the ‘gazelle* of the forests of Gilead panted 
after the fresh streams of water which thence descei^d to 

^ Matt. iy. 1 ; John x. 89, 40. Pella. See Kobinson, Later Eeg. 821. 

® The clear stream, and the extenmye * Boseh. H. K. iii. 5. 

yiews, identify TtlbtLkat Fahil with * Van de Velde, ii. 855. 
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the Jordan, so his soul panteS after God, from whose outward 
presence he was shut out. The river, with its winding rapids, 
‘‘ deep calling to deep,** lay between him and liis home. AH 
that he could now do was to remember the past, as he stood 
“ in the land of Jordan,** as he saw* the peaks of “ Hermpn,*' 
as he found himself on Hie eastern heights of Mizai*', which 
reminded him of his banishment and solitude. As we began, 
so we end this brief account of the Pera3an hills. They are 
the Pisgah ** of the earlier liistory : to the later history they 
occupy the pathetic relation that has been immortalised in the 
name of the long ridge * from which the first and the last view 
of Granada is obtained; they are “the Last Sigh*’ of the 
Israelite exile. 

^ Ps. xlii. 1, 6. What special moun- wliere (»u tlic eastern side, 
lain is thus intended, cannot he aseer- - “ L’oltimo sospiro del Moro,*’ 
tained. But it must have Leen some- 
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CHAPTER IX. 


PLAIN OF ESDKABLON. 

He gathered them together into a place called in the 
Mageddon.** 



OeiitiJil features : — I. BcucJary of northern and central tribes. II. Battle- 
field. 1. Victory over Sisera — 2. Victory over the Midianites — 
3. Defeat of 8aul — 4. Defeat ‘f Josiah. III. Richness and fertility of 
Issachnr — Jezre(4 — En^anniin, IV. Tabor — Sanctuary of the northern 
tribes, V. Oarmel — Scene of Elijah’s sacrifice. VI. Nain. 



PLAIN or ESDEAELON. 


On descending from the liills of Manasseh, the* traveller 
leavfes the province of Samaria, and enters on tliat of Galilee, 
embracing two spheres of wonderful, though most different, 
interest, — the great battle-field of Jewish history, and the chief 
scene of Our Lord’s ministrations. It is the former of these 
two distinct spheres that first claims our attention. 

To any one who has ti’aversed the almost undistinguishable 
undulations of hill and valley from Hebron to General 
Samaria, it is a striking contrast and relief to come textures, 
jupon a natural feature so remarkable as the plain of Esdraelon. 
No better test of Dr. Robinson’s* high geographical powers Can 
be giten than an ocular comparison of his description of this 
plain with its actual localities. There are various points from 
which it can be seen to great advantage. The heights above 
Jenin, the summit of Tabor, and the eastern end of Carmel, 
juay be especially mentioned. Its 2)cciiliaritics are briefly 
, told. It is a wide rent of about twelve miles in width, between 
the mass of southern Palestine which we have just left, and 
the bolder mountains of northern Palestine, tvhich are in fact 
the roots of Lebanon. It consists of an uneven plain, running; 
^Jpight from the shores of die Mediterranean Sea on the west, 
'|o the valley of the Jordan on the east. Its central and widest 
portipn reaches straight across widiout interruption from the 
hills of Samaria to those of Galilee. This is what, for the 

4^* See KobinKm, B. B.’ vol. ii. p. 227, . ing this accuracy on tbe spot. For the 
I had every opportunity of verily-^ ' ^details I refer to the map. 
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sake of distinction, may be . specially termed the plain of 
Megiddo," On the west and the east, though never losing its 
free and open character, it is broken and contracted. On the west 
it is narrowed into a pass through which flows its chief stream, 
the Kishon ; and beyond this the plain opens out again, as 
already described', round the bay of Acre, watered by a stream 
of shorter course, the Belus, descending from the hills of 
Galilee immediately above. Oh the east it rises into a slight 
elevation which forms the water-shed of the country, — a 
peculiarity which it shares with the vale of Sliechem and the 
vale of Coele- Syria, where the rise which divides the streams 
is equally imperceptible. From thence, on the one side, 
descends the Kishon ; its winding course, from which it derives 
its name,, indicating at the same time the almost uninterrupted 
level through which it passes. Its perennial spring, a full 
* rushing stream, is only five miles from the sea. On the other 
side, towards the Jordan, descend three branches having much 
the same relation to the main body of the plain as the “ legs,*’ 
as they are called, of Como and Lecco bear to the main body 
of the Lake of Como. Each of these branches is bounded by 
nearly isolated ranges, rising out of the plain itself, namely, 
Mount Gilboa, that commonly called Little Hermon* by English 
travellers, but “Duhy” by the natives, and Mount Tabor, which 
is an offshoot from the .hills of Galilee. The southernmost of 
these branches is a cul-de-sac. The central branch makes a 
rapid descent to the Jordan, and is more properly known by the 
name of the “ Valley of Jezreel,” which, in its Greek form of 
“ Esdraelon,” has been communicated to the whole plain. The 
northernmost branch, between Little Hermon and Tabor, also 
descends to the Jordan, but, in so doing, opens to the north- 
east into a side-plain, as it were, enclosed between the hills of 
Galilee and those which immediately skirt the Sea of Tiberias, 
and distinguished by the mountain called the Homs of Hattin. 

The aspect of the plain itself in spring-time is of a vast 
waving cornfield ; olive-trees here and there springing from it. 
Perhaps its greatest peculiarity is the sight of a prospect so 

* See Chapter VI. the Bible. Perhaps the most convenient 

* The name “Little Hermon” is a designation would be “Shunem,” from 
mistaken inference from Ps. zlii. 6 ; the town of that name on its southern 
Ixxxix. 12; and has no foundation in slope. 
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wide, so Jong, and so rich, with so slight a tra ce of water. The 
Kishon is till within a few miles of its mouth a mere winter 
torrent. The ranges of Gilboa and Little Hermon, as well as 
the two masses of hill which bound it on the north and 
south, are almost entirely bare. Of the two great exceptions, 
Carmel on the south-west, and Tabor on the north-east, I shall 
speak separately. In all of tliem, however, at least as viewed 
from the heights of Manasseh, a more varied outline is pre- 
sented, which indicates an approach to a new form of country- 
Lastly, the plain and the mountain-sides are dotted with 
villages, almost all retaining their ancient names, and situated 
for the most part, (not like those of Judaea on hill-tops, or 
Samaria in deep valleys, but) as in Pliilistia, on the slopes of 
the ranges which intersect and bound the plain, or else on 
slight eminences rising out of it. Many of these were in the 
possession of the Canaanites, and two of them, Megiddo and 
llethshan, the one guarding the western, the other the eastern 
end of the j^lain, remained strongholds down to the times of 
the Romans, under the names of Legio and Scythopolis. 

These are the general features of this famous plain. Their 
connection with its history is obvious. 

I. First, a glance at its situation will show that, to a certain 
extent, though not in an equal degree, it formed the 

same kind of separation between the mass of Central 
Palestine and the tribes of the extreme north, as the northern 
Valley of the Jordan effected between that same mass 
and the trans-Jordanic tribes on the east. We shall have occasion 
to recur to this point in speaking of Galilee, properly so called. 

II. Secondly, it must always have been the main passage 
for egress and regi’ess of those nations, 

civilized or migratory, who, rex^elled from the mountain of Pales- 
fastnesses of Palestine, took up their i)osition for 
attack or defence in the level country. And bounded as it is 
by the hills of Palestine on both north and south, it would 
naturally become tlie arena of war between the lowlanders who 
trusted in their chariots, and the Israelite highlanders of the 
neighbouring heights’. To this cause mainly it owes its 

} Sed Chapter II. An apt illnsizution the highlands, and in like manner the 
is hnnished by the analogous battle-field scene of almost all the decisire battles of 
efi Scotlaiid---the plain of Stirling — Scottish history, 
slljaated in like manner at the opening of 
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celebrity, as the battle-field of the world, which has, through 
its adoption into the language of the Apocalypse, passed into a 
universal proverb* If that mysterious book proceeded from the 
hand of a Galilean fisherman, it is the more easy to understand 
why, with the scene of those many battles constantly before 
him, he should have drawn the figurative name of the final 
conflict between the hosts of good and evil from the place 
which is called in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon S” that is, 
^ the city or mountain of Megiddo/ 

It is remarkable, that none of the battles which secured the 
conquest of Palestine to the Israelites were fought in tliis field. 
Most, as we have seen *, took place in the south ; one only in 
the north, and that* far away from Esdraelon. This was but 
a natural consequence of the general inferiority of the cavalry 
of Israel. Wlienever the Israelites in aggressive movements 
coqld choose their arena, they selected their own element, the 
mountains and the mountain-passes. The battles of Esdraelon, 
on the other hand, were almost all forced upon them by adverse 
or invading armies ; and though some of their chief victories 
were won here, yet this plain is associated to the mind of an 
Israelite with mournful at least as much as with joyful recollec- 
tions : two kings perished on its soil ; and the two saddest 
dirges of the Jewish nation were evoked by the defeats of 
Gilboa and Megiddo\ Accordingly, it is not till the time when 
the Canaanitish nations had begun to recover from the panic 
left by the victorious arms of Joshua, that we find the begin- 
nings of the long series of the battles of Esdraelon which have 
lasted ever since. 

1. The first of these occasions was that in which “ the Lord 
Deborah delivered Sisera into the band of Barak.” The double 
and Barak, account of that great event in prose and verse enables 
us to fix with unusual precision its several points and circum- 
stances. The oppressor was Jabin, king of Hazor, successor 
and namesake of the chief who had roused the nortliem con- 

^ Kev, X7i. 16. Armageddon might It is hardly necessary to add that the 
be the grecised form of • the Hebrew Ar, real mehning of Armageddon sets aside 
* a fortified dty.' But the probable read- all such fanciful Interpretations as have 
ing ia not Armageddon, hniHaimiaffedon endeavoured to fix it in Italy or the 
(*Ap payadAv), from Hor, or Har, a Crimea. ^ 

‘ mountain.* — And even if the aspirate * See Chapters IV. and VII. 

nsere omitted, it is analogous to the case ® See Chapter XI, 

of' Ar Qerizim,' (See Chap, V. p. 249.) * I Sana. xxxi. ; 2 Chr. xxxv. 22—25. 
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federation against Joshua. The northern regions, therefore, of 
Palestine, in the neighbourhood of his own capital, the northern 
tribes, Zebulun, Naphtali and Issachar, were those wlxich he 
would chiefly harass. On them accordingly the brunt of tlie 
battle fell. But they were joined also by the adjacent tribes of 
Central Palestine — Ephraim, Manasseh,and Benjamin *. Those 
only of the extreme west, south, and east, were wanting *. Both 
armies descended alike from the mountains of Naphtali, but 
they were “ drawn ’’ to opposite points in the plain. Barak 
and Deborah, with their small body of devoted troops were 
gathered on the broad summit of Tabor*; the host of Sisera, 
with its nine hundred iron chariots, naturally took up its position 
on the level plain of Megiddo, on its south-western extremity 
by the banks of the Kishon, and near Taanach\ the name of 
which is still preserved in a village on the slope of the hills 
skirting the plain on the south. It was one of the towns which 
the Canaanites had still retained and it would, therefore, be 
a natural rallying point for the great Canaanite host of Jabin, 
hard by the waters of Megiddo,” i)robabIy the streams that 
flow from the hills on which Megiddo stands into the channel 
of the Kishon. The Prophetess, on the summit of Tabor, gave 
the signal of the battle, when Barak was to rush down from his 
secure position and attack the army in the plain. At this 
critical moment (so Josephus* directly informs us. Battle of 
and so we learn indirectly from the Song of Deborah), the Kishon. 
a tremendous storm of sleet and hail gathered from the east, 
and. burst over the plain of Esdraelon, living full in the faces 
of the advancing Canaanites ^ “ The stars in their courses fought 
against Sisera®,” and as “ the rains descended,” “ the wind blew,” 
and ‘‘the flood came®” — the flood of the torrent; and “the 
stream ” rose in its bed, and “ beat vehemently ” against the 
chariots and horses entangled on its level shores, and “ the 
‘ torrent * of Kishon swept them away ; that ancient ‘ torrent,* 
the ‘torrent’ Kishon'®.” In that wild confusion, when the 
strength of the Canaanite “was trodden down,” and “the 


* Jttdi. r. 14, 15, 18. 

• Ibid, le, 17. 

^ Ant. IV. X. 12. A villngd soutb- 
weit of Tabor, near the sources of the 
Kifbon, is called “ Sheykh AdnJk.** It 
is |)0i8ible (Schwarz, 167), but hardly 
prcbable, that this is a recollection of 
BjarAk*8 victory. 


• Jndg, V. 19. • Judg. i. 27. 

• Ant. V. T.' 4. 

^ Compare the victory of Timoleon over 
the Carthaginians at the Orimesus 0rote, 
XL 246. 

® Judg. Y. 20. 

• Matt. vii. 25—27. See Chap. XIII. 
Judg. V. 21, 22. 
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hiirsehoofs were broken by the means of the pransings, the 
pransings of their mighty ones,” the captain of the host sprang 
down from his war-chariot, and fled away on his feet. He fled 
into the northern mountains, to a spot which he hoped would 
be friendly. In the upland basin of Kedesh, far away from 
their settlements of the south, a tribe of the Bedouin Kenites 
had pitched their black tents under an ancient oak or terebinth*, 
deriving its name, it would seem, from the strange sight of 
their encampment amidst the regular cities and villages of the 
mountains. It is needless to pursue the story; all the world 
knows the sight which Jael, the chieftainess of the house of 
Heber, showed to Barak, when she lifted up the curtain of the 
tent, and showed him his enemy dead, with the tent-peg driven 
through his temples. 

S. The next battle was of a very different kind, and one of 
Victory which the present aspect of tlie plain can give a 
overthe clearer image. No one in j)resent days has passed 
Midianites. plain without seeing or hearing of the assaults of 
the Bedouin Arabs, as they stream in from the adjacent 
Desert. Here and there, by the well-side, or amongst the bushes 
of the mountains, their tents or their wild figures may always 
be seen, the terror alike of the peaceful villager and the 
defenceless traveller. What we now see on a small scale 
constantly is but a miniature representation of the one great 
visitaition which lived for ages afterwards in the memory of the 
Jewish people ; the invasion, not of the civilised nations of 
Assyria or Egypt, or of the Canaanite cities, but of the wild 
population of the Desert itself, “ the Midianites, the Amale- 
kites, and the Children of the East*.” They came up with all 
the accompaniments of Bedouin life, “ with tlieir cattle, their 
tents, and their camels they came up and “ encamped ” 
against the Israelites, after “ Israel had sown,” and “ destroyed 

^ Judg. iv. 11. Mlatrauslated *Hhe Herodotus, and the allusions in tie 
plain of Zaanaim properly ‘Hhe oak, writings of Zephaniah and Jeremiah, 

or terebinth, by the loading of tents.** One of those few traces, however, show* 

See Chapter XI. that they settled like their predecessors 

^ Judg. vi. 3. Of another nomadic and successors in the plain of Esdraelon. 
incursion at a later time, but few traces From tlience, JBethshan, at the foot of 

are left~«that of the Scythians or nomads Mount Grilboa, probably ddtfived its Greek 

of the north, in the reign of King Josiah, name of “Soythopolis.** ' (Fliny v. 18.) 
known only through the brief notice in 
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the increase of the earth;’ and all the cattle’ [in the 
plain] ** till thou come unto Gaza 5 as ‘ locusts * for multitude 
botli they and their camels without number.” The very aspect 
and bearing of their sheykhs is preserved to us. The two 
lesser chiefs, princes ” as they are called in our version,) in 
their names of Oreb and Zeeb, “ the Eaven ” and “ the Wolf;* 
present curious counterparts of the title of “ the Leopard,” now 
given to their modem successor, Abd-el-Aziz, chief of the 
Bedouins beyond the Jordan. The two higher sheykhs or 
“ kings,” Zebah and Zalmunna, are mounted on dromedaries, 
themselves gay with scarlet mantles, and crescent-ornaments 
and golden earrings*, their dromedaries .with ornaments and 
chains like themselves ; and, as in outward appearance, so in 
the high spirit and lofty bearing which they showed at their last 
hour, they truly represented the Arabs who scour the same 
regions at the present day. 

Such an incursion produced on the Israelites amongst their 
ordinary wars a similar impression to that of the invasion of 
the Huns amongst the comparatively civilised invasions of the 
Teutonic tribes. They fled into their mountain fastnesses and 
caves as the only refuge ; the wheat even of the upland valleys 
of Manasseh had to be concealed from the rapacious plunderers*. 
The whole country was thus for the first time in the hands of 
tlie Arabs. But it was in the plain of Esdraelon that then, as 
now, tlie Children of the Desert fixed their head-quarters. “ In 
the valley of JezreeD,” that is, in the central eastern branch 
of the plain, commanding tlie long descent to tlie Jordan, and 
thus to their own eastern deserts, they lay all along the valley 
like ‘ locusts ’ for multitude,” and “ their camels ” — imwonted 
sight in the pastures of Palestine — ‘‘ were without number, as 
the sand by the sea-side ” 011 the wide margin of the Bay of 
Acre, “ for multitude*.” As in the invasion of Sisera, so now, 
the nearest tribes were those which were first moved by a sense 
of their common danger. To the noblest of the tribe of 
Hanasseh — to one whose appearance was ** as the son of a 
king,” and whose brothers, already ruthlessly slain by the 


* Jndg, vi. 3, 4, 5, 

^ Ibid. Tiii. 21, 26. . 

• Ibid. Ti. 11. 


^ Judg. vi. 33, 
Ibid. rii. 12. 
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wild invaders on the 'adjacent heights of Tabor, were ‘‘each 
Battieof children of kings** — was entrusted the 

Je®eeL charge of gathering together the forces of his country- 
men. All Manasseh was with him ; and from the other side of 
tlie plain there came Zebulun and Naphtali, and even the re- 
luctant Asher to join him*. On the slope of Mount Gilboa tlxe 
Israelites were encamped by a spring, possibly the same as 
that elsewhere* called ‘ the spring of Jezreel,* but here, from 
the well-known trial by which Gideon tested the energy of his 
army, called “ the ‘ spring ’ of trembling*.** On the northern 
side of the valley, but apparently deeper down in the descent 
towards the Jordan*, by one of those slight eminences® which 
have been before described as characteristic of the whole plain, 
was spread the host of the Midianites. It was night, when 
from the mountain side Gideon and his servant descended to 
the vast encampment. All along the valley, within and around 
the tents, the thousands of Arabs lay wrapt® in sleep, or resting 
from their day’s plunder, and their innumerable camels couched 
for the night in deep repose round about them. One of the 
sleepers, startled from his slumbers, was telling his dream to 
liis fellow, — a characteristic and expressive dream for a Bedouin, 
even without its terrible interpretation ; that a cake of barley 
bread, from those rich corn-fields, those numerous threshing- 
ilo<)rs of the peaceful inhabitants whom they had conquered, 
rolled into the camp of IMidiari and struck a tent, and overturned 


* Judg. vi. 35. 

3 1 Sam. xxix. 1, in tlio Auth. Vers, 
incorrectly a fountain.” 

* Judg. vii. 3. “The ‘spring’ (mis- 
translate “well”) ofllarod.;” that is, 
of ‘trembling,* in evident allusion to the 
repetition of the same word in verse 8, 
“Whoever is fearful and ‘trembling.* ” 
^ho modern name of this spriLg is 
Ain Jalhd,— the “spring of Goliath.” 
This may perhaps originate, as Ritter 
observes, in a confused recollection of the 
Philistine battle in the time of David, 
but more probably arose from the false 
tradition current in the sixth century, 
that this was the scene of David’s com- 
bat .with Goliath (Ritter; Jordan, p. 416). 
Schwarz (164) ingeniously conjectures 
that it is a reminiscence of an older name 
attaching to the wholemountain — and thus 


explains the cry of Gideon, vii. 3, “Who- 
ever is fearful and afraid, let him return, 
and depart early from Mount Gilead.” 
But we may suppose either that ‘ ‘ Gilead ” 
is there a corruption of (what in Hebrew 
strongly resembles it) “Gilboa;” or 
that it was the war-cry of Manasseh — 
eastern as well as western — and that 
hence “Mount Gilead” was employed 
as a general phrase for the whole 
tribe. (Ewald, Gescbichte, 2nd edit. ii. 
500.) 

* Hence the expression, “the host of 
Midian was beneath him in the valley.” 
Judg, vii. 8. 

^ ® Gibeahf rightly translated “hill,” as 
distinct from “mountain.” Judg. vii. 1. 

® Such is the force of the Hebrew word 
translated “lay.” Ibid. vii. 12. 
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SO fliat it lay along on tlio ground’. Reassured by tliis good 
omen, Gideon returned for his three hundred trusty followers, 
the trumpets were blown, the torches blazed forth, the shout of 
Israel, alwa3"s terrible, always like “ the shout of a king*/* broke 
through the stillness of the midnight air ; and the sleepers 
sprang from their rest, and ran hither and thither with the 
dissonant “cries*’* so peculiar to the Arab race. “And the 
Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow, even tlirough all 
the host;** and the host fled headlong down the descent to the 
Jordan, to the spots known as the ‘ house of the Acacia * {Betli- 
shittah), and the ‘margin’ of the ‘meadow of the dance* (Abel- 
ineholah)\ These spots were in the Jordan-valley, as their 
naines indicate ^ under the mountains of Ephraim. To the- 
Ephraimites, therefore, messengers were sent to intercept the 
northern fords of the Jordan at Bethbarah*. There the second 
conflict took place, and Oreb and Zeeb were seized Battle of 
and put to the sword, the one on a rock, the other at a Beth-barah. 
winepress, on the spot where they were taken. The two higher 
sheykhs, Zebali and Zalmunna, had already passed before. the 
Ephraimites appeared ; Gideon, therefore, who’had now reached 
the fords from the scene of liis former victory, pursued them 
/into the eastern territory of liis own tribe Manassch. The first 
village which lie reached in the Jordan-valley was that which 
from the “ booths ’* of Jacob*s ancient encampment bore the 
name of Succotli^: tlie next higher up in the hills with its 
lofty watch-tower, was that which from tlie vision of the same 
patriarch bore the name of Peniel, the ‘ Face of God.* Far up 
in the eastern Desert— amongst their own Bedouin countrymen 
“ dwelling in tents ” — “ the host ** of Zebali and Zalmunna “ was 
secure ’* when Gideon burst upon them. Here a third victory 
completed the conquest. The two chiefs were caught and slain; 
the tower of Peniel was raised ; and the princes of Succoth 
were scourged with tlie thorny branches of the acacia groves of 
their own valley \ 


' Judg. vii. 13. 

2 Numb, xxiii. 21. 

3 Judg. vii. 21. 

^ Ibid. 22. 

® The ** acacia” is never found on the 
mountains — the ^^meadovr” is peculiar 
to the streams of the Jofdan. Compare 


also Zererath (verse 22) with 2 Chr. ir, 
17. See Appendix, Abel. 

® TheLXXrWsBmd^pa. See Chapter 
Vn. p. 310. 

7 Gen. xxxiii. 17. See Appendix, 8o^ 
® Judg. viii. 10. 



This success wus perhaps the most signal CTer ohta^ed h; 
the arms of Israel ; at least, the one which most lived in the 
memory of the people. The ‘ spring' of Gideon’s encampment, 
the rock and the winepress which witnessed the death of the 
two Midianite chiefs, were called after the names then received ; 
and the Psalmists and Prophets long afterwards referred with 
exultation to the fall of *‘Oreh and Zeeh, of Zebali and 
Zalmunna, who said, Let us take to ourselves tlie ‘pastures ' * of 
God in possession ” — “ the breaking of the rod of the oppressor, 
as in the day of Midian*.” Gideon himself was by it raised to 
almost royal state, and the establishment of the hereditary 
monarchy all but anticipated in him and his family. 

3. From the most memorable victory we pass to the most 
Defeat of memorable defeat of Israel. The next great engage- 
ment which took place in this plain, and nearly on 
the same spot, was that of Saul with the Philistines*. The 
Phili^ines, twice defeated in the mountains of Jiidiea, appear 
to have gathered all their strength for a final effort, and 
having marched up the sea-coast, to have encamped, like the 
Midianites, in Ihat part of the plain properly called “ the 
valley of Jezreel.” Their encampment was fixed on the 
northern side of the valley, on a spot, in one passage called 
Aphek, and in another Shunem. The name of Aphek has 
perished, but that of Shunem is preserved, with a slight altera- 
tion, in a village which still exists on the slope of the range 
called Little Hermon ; possibly the same as the “ Hill of 


* Such is the more accurate transla- 
tion, as well as the more vivid in the 
'mouths of the nomad chiefs. Ps. Ixxxiii. 
12 . 

3 Isa. ix. 4. 

^ 1 Sam. xxix. xxxi. It is possible 
that the battle in which the Ark was 
taken, and the sons of - Eli killed, was on 
the same spot. “Aphek,** which means 
“ strength,*’ and thus is naturally applied 
to any fort or fastness, Is so common a 
name in Palestine, that its mention in 
1 Swn. xxix. 1, is not of itself sufficient 
to identify it with the spot so called near 
Jerusalem, in 1 Sam. iv. 1 ; and the 
scene of the first Philistine victory must 
therefore remain uncertain, since there 
is nothing in the details of the battle to 
fix it. But the mention of Ebenesser in 


*1 Sam. iv. 1, compared with the mention 
of the same name in 1 Sam. vii. 12, in 
connection with Mizpcb, would induce us 
to fix it in the south, and therefore 
identify it with the Aphek mentioned 
in Josephus (Pell. Jud. II. xix. 1) as 
situated near the western enti*ance of the 
pass of Pelli'horon. The same doubt 
attaches to the scene of the defeat of Ben- 
hadad (1 Kings xx. 26), also at Aphek. 
But there again the mention of the 
“plain** under the name “AfwAor,” — 
in every other instance applied to the 
table-lands on the east of the Jordan (see 
Appendix, s. v.) — points to the Aphaca 
mentioned by Eusebius, to the east ot 
the sea of Qalilee, and possiblx preserved 
in the modern “ilk.” 
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Moreh/* on the north of the valley, tinder* which had been 
pitched tlie tents of Zebah and Zalmunna. On the opposite 
side, nearly on the site of Gideon’s camp, oh the rise of Mount 
Gilboa, hard by the “ spring of Jezreel,” was the army of Saul, 
tlie Israelites as usual keeping to the heights, whibt their 
enemies clung to the plain. It was whilst the two armies were 
in tills position, that Saul made the disguised and adventurous 
journey by night over the shoulder of the ridge on which the 
Philistines were encamped, to visit tlie Witch at Endor, situated 
immediately on the other side of the range, and immediately 
facing Tabor. Large caves and rock-licwn tombs still perforate 
the rocky sides of the hill. The mention of the “house” of 
the necromancer* forbids us to jiress these caverns into con^ 
nection with the narrative. 

The onset took place the next morning. The Pliilistines 
instantly drove the Israelites up the slox)es of Gilboa, 
and however widely the rout may have carried the Mount Gil- 
mass of the fugitives down the valley to the Jordan, 
the thick of the fight must have been on the lieiglits them- 
selves ; for it was “ on Mount Gilboa ” that the wild Amalekite^ 
wandering like his modern countrymen over the upland waste, 
“chanced” to see the dying king; and “on Mount Gilboa” 
the corpses of Saul and his three sons were found by the 
Philistines the next day. So truly has David caught the 
peculiarity and position of the scene which lie had himself 
visited only a few days before the battle® — “ The beauty of 
Israel is slain upon thy high •places : ” “ 0 Jonathan, thou wast 
slain upon thine high places^' as though the bitterness of death 
and defeat were aggravated by being not in the broad and 
hostile plain, but on their own fiimiliar and friendly mountains. 
And with an equally strilcing touch of truth, as the image of 
that bare and bleak and jagged ridge rose before him with its 
one green strip of table -land, where probably the last struggle 
was fought, — the more bare and bleak from its unusual con- 
trast with the fertile plain from which it si^rings — he broke 
out into the pathetic strain; “Ye mountains of Gilboa, let 
there be no rain, neither let there be dew upon you, noxfieldd 

» Van de Velde (ii. 883).. I only saw * 1 Sam. xxviii. The fact of the tomba 
Uie spot from Tabor, which also com- I have from Mr. Zeller, 
hoands the relative view of Bethshaa and ® 1 Sam. xxix. 2. 

*-t3f j .... QiiA 



m SINAI AND PAliBI^INB. [owAi. ix# 

of offerings: iov there the shield of the mighty was vilely east 
away, — the shield of Saul, as though he had not been anointed 
with oil 

On the slope of this range — still looking down into the 
Valley of Jezreel, but commanding also the view of the Jordan 
— a high spur of rock projects, on which stands the village of 
Beisan, once the city of Bethshan. It was one of the Canaanite 
strongholds which had never been taken by the Israelites *, and 
accordingly was at once open to the victorious Philistines, 
They stripped and dismembered the royal cori)se. Tlie head 
was sent to the great Temple of Dagon, probably at Ashdod ; 
but the armour was dedicated in the Temple of the Canaanite 
Aslitaroth at Bethshan *, and the headless body with the corpses 
of his three sons festonod to the wall, overhanging the open 
place in front of the city gate \ That wall overlooked the 
Bethakin valley of the Jordan, into which the Valley of Jezreel 
andJabesh- there Opens. In the hills of Gilead, which are seen 
Gilead. rising immediately beyond, was a town which Saul 
had once saved from a cruel enem,y *. The inhabitants of J abcsh- 
Gilead remembered their benefactor*. Their 'S^aliant men ’’ came 
under cover of the “ night,” across the Jordan, carried off the 
bodies, and buried them under ‘ the terebinth^ ’ of their own 
city, where they lay till they were disinterred by David to 
be buried in their ancestral cave at Zclah in Benjamin*. 

4. Two more battles, hardly les*s mournful than that of Saul, close 
Defeat of series. The one fatal to the kingdom of Israel, the 
Josiah. other to the kingdom of Judah. The first is but glanced 
at in the prophetical, without any notice of it in the historical 
books. When Shalmanezer came u]i against llosea, “ the bow 
of Israel,” — the archery for which the northern tribes were still 
famous — “ was broken in the Valley of Jezreel.” The particular 
spot is also indicated. Shalmanezer laid waste Beth-Arbel, 
and dashed its inhabitants against the stones*. This is, most 

^ 2 Sam. i. 6, 19, 21, 25. One of the xxxi. 10, and 1 Chr. x. 8, 10. 
earliest attempts (such as those noticed * Such is the proper force of “ the 
in Chapter VI.) to turn the prophetical of Bethshan,” 2 Sam. xxi. 12. (See 

poetry into prose, was the old assertion, App. Beckob, * 1 Sara. xi. 1 — 11. 
that there was literally no dew on Gilboa. « 1 Sam. xxxi. 11. Jabesh was pro- 

The crusaders had the honesty to con- bably identified by Dr. Rol^nson on his 

fes9 that this was unfounded (Gesta Dei second journey. (Later Res. 319.) 
per Francos, 107). 1 Chr. x. 12. Elah. See Appen- 

• Jadg, i. 27. dix, s. v. ® 2 Sam. xxi. 14. 

* That this was the distribution can- * Hosea i. 5 ; x. 14. This explunaticn 

not be doubted on a comparison of 1 Sam. I owe to Dr. Pusey. 
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probably Arbel, described by Eusebius as nine miles from 
Legio. The second battle is told in greater detail. It was 
in the last days of the Jewish monarchy, when the northern 
kingdom had been already destroyed, that Palestine was first 
exposed to the disastrous fate which involved Jier in so long a 
series of troubles from this time forward — that of being the 
debateable ground between Egypt and the further East ; first, 
under the Pharaohs and the rulers of Babylon ; then under 
the Ptolemies and Seleucidae. “ In the days of Josiah, Pharaoh- 
Necho king of Eg^^pt, went up against the the king of Assyria 
to the Euphrates,” — possibly landing his army at Accho, more 
probably, as the expression seems to indicate, following tlie 
track of his predecessor Psammetichus, and advancing up the 
maritime plain till he turned into the plain of Esdraelon, 
thence to penetrate into the passes of the Lebanon. “ King 
Josiah,” in self-defence, and perhaps as an ally of the Assyrian 
king, “ went against him*.” The engagement took place in the 
central portion of the plain — the scene of Sisera's defeat — 
“the plain* of Megiddo.” The “Egyptian archers,” battle of 
in their long array, so well known from their sculp- Megiddo. 
tured monuments, “ shot at King Josiah,” as ho rode in state 
in his royal chariot, and “he was sore wounded,” and placed in 
his “ second* chariot” of reserve, and carried to Jerusalem to 
die. In that one tragical event, all other notices of the battle 
are absorbed. The exact scene of the encounter is not known. 
It would seem, however, to have been at a spot called, after 
the name of a Syrian divinity, “ Hadad-Ilimmon,” that the 
king fell. On this consecrated place were iittei*ed the lamen- 
tations \ continued at Jerusalem by one whose strains were 
only inferior in pathos to those of David over Saul ; “ and 
all Judah and Jesusalem mourned for Josiah, and Jeremiah 
lamented for Josiah ; and all the singing men and the singing 
women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and 
made them an ordinance in Israel : and, behold, they are 
written in the Lamentations*. 

Other battles there have been in later times — ^in the Cru- 
sades, and in the wars of Napoleon, which confirm the ancient 
celebrity of the Plain of Esdraelon ; but of these one only 

^ 2 Kings xxiiL29; 2C5hr. xxxv, 20, 22. * Ibid. 24. ♦ Zeeh. adi, 11. 

• BiM ah. 2Cbr.xxxv,22. * 2 Chr. xxxv. 25. 



deserves to be naxned m conjunction with those of which I 
have been speaking — ^that of Hattin, which will be best con? 
sidered elsewhere \ 

III. But there is another aspect under which the Plain of 
Bsdraelon must^ be considered. Every traveller has remarked 
Biclmess of richness of its soil and the exuberance of its 

the plain of crops ®. Once more the palm appears, waving its stately 
tresses over the village enclosures. These enclo* 
sures are divided each from each by masses of wild artichoke.- 
The very weeds are a sign of what in better hands the vast 
plain might become. The thoroughfare which it forms for every 
passage, from east to west, from north to south, made it in 
peaceful times the most available and eligible x^ossession of 
Palestine. It was the frontier of Zebulun — Rejoice, O Zebulun, 
in thy goings out.” But it was the special portion of Issachar; 
and ip its condition, thus exx>osed to the good and evil fate of 
Character beaten highway of Palestine, we read the for- 

of Issachar. tuues of the tribe which, for the sake of this posses- 
sion, consented to sink into the half-nomadic state of the 
Bedouins who wandered over it, — into the condition of tribu- 
taries to the .Canaanite tribes, whose iron chariots drove 
victoriously through it. “Rejoice, O Issachar, in thy tents 
. . , they shall suck of the abundance of the seas [from Acre], 
and of the [glassy] treasures hid in the sands ^ [of the torrent 
Belus]. . . . Issachar is a strong ass, couching down be- 

tween two * troughs :* and he saw that rest was good, and the 
land that it was ideasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and 
became a servant unto tribute'*.” In the gathering of the 
northern tribes against Sisera and the Midianites, the name of 
Issachar is omitted ; and although, in the former crisis, they 
were not wholly absent, yet it was only “ the ‘ chiefs * of Issa- 
char ” who “ were with Deborah®.” But still they were looked 
up to — perhaps on account of this veiy choice of land — as 
“men that had understanding of tlie times, to know what 
Israel ought to do®;” and they with the neighbouring tribes, 
were foremost in sending to David, on his accession, aU the 
good things that their soil produced, “bread, and meat, and 
meali cakes of figs, bunches of raisins, and wine, and oil, oh 

^ Chapter X. * Pcut, xxxiii. 18, 19. 

i “Tho Cream of Paleatine^” Eolaa- ® Cteii* xlix, 14, 15. 

160. Jezrecl signifies the **seed ^ JnOg. ▼. 15. Comp. iy. It), yi. ZS. 

id God.** • 1 Cliron, xii. 32. 
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assesy and on cameh, and on mules, and on oxen, . ♦ . , for 
there was joy in Israel'. ” 

In accordance with this general character of the plain^ were 
some of its special localities. The park-Hke aspect which has 
already been noticed in the hills between Shechem and 
Samaria, breaks out again in this fertile district. The same 
luxuriant character which had rendered this whole region the 
favourite haunt of the four northern tribes, rendered it also 
the favourite resort of the later kings of Israel. Of all the 
numerous villages that now rise out of the plain on the gentle 
swells which break its level surface, the most commanding in 
situation is the modern Zerin, the ancient “Jezreel,” the 
‘ seed ’ or ‘ sowing-place of God,* — a name in itself indica- 
tive of the richness of the neighbouring soil. As Baasha had 
chosen Tirzah, as Omri had chosen Samaria, so Ahab 
chose Jezreel as his regal residence. It never indeed i*alace of 
superseded his father’s capital at Samaria, as that 
had superseded Shechem; but it was the chief seat of his 
dynasty for three successive reigns; and its importance is 
evident, from the fact that it gave its name to the whole plain, 
of which it thus became the chief city. It is now a mere collec- 
tion of hovels. But its situation at the opening of the central 
eastern valley, so often described, commanding the view towards 
Carmel on one side, and to the Jordan on the other, still justi- 
fies its selection by Ahab and his Queen, as tlie seat of their 
court ’’j and its natural features still illustrate the most striking 
incidents in the scenes in which it appears in the Sacred 
History, of the overthrow of the house of Ahab. We see how 
up the valley from the Jordan, Jehu’s troop might be seen 
advancing from Bamoth- Gilead ; how in Naboth’s “ field ” the 
two sovereigns met the relentless soldier; how, whilst Joram 
died on the spot, Ahaziah drove down the westward plain, 
towards the mountain-pass by the beautiful village of En- 
gannim®, but was overtaken in the ascent, and died of his 
wounds at Megiddo ; how in the open place, which, as usual in 

* 1 Chron. xiL 40. as the modern Ten w, well known as tBe 

* 1 Kings xxi. 1 ; 2 Kings ix, 30. village on which all travellers descend 

* 2 Kings ix. 27. The name Beih* from the hills of Manasseh. The garden* 
gan, translated in the English Version Uko character of the spot is siSl pte» 
“the garden-house,” is rightly preserved served. A wpious stream flows into the 
in the LXX. It is evidently the same ▼illage* and in the centre, by the nosqoe, 
as “Kfl^gannim,” • the spring of the bubbles np the “ spring.” 

gardens’ (Josh, xiv. 21; xxi. 29); and 
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Eastern towns, lay before the gates of Jezreel, the body of the 
Queen was trampled under the hoofs of Jehu’s horses; how the 
dogs gathered round it, as even to this day, in the wretched 
village now seated on the ruins of the once splendid city of 
Jezreel, they prowl on the mounds mthout the walls for tlie 
offal and canion thrown out to them to consume * ; how, as he 
passed on his way to Samaria, he encountered in the plain of 
Esdraelon the wild figure of the Bedouin Kenite from Jabesh* 
beyond the Jordan — Jelionadab, the son of Kechab. 

These characteristics of the plain — ^perhaps the most secular 
in sacred history, — are not the only or the highest associations 
with which its natural features are connected. Two points 
still remain, — the most interesting in its whole expanse. 

IV. Two mountains, the glory of the tribe of Issachar, stand 
T-4B0R among the bare and rugged hills of Palestine, and 

even among those of their own immediate neighbour- 
hood, remarkable for tlie verdure which climbs — a rare sight 
in Eastern scenery — to their very summits. One of these is 
Tabor. This strange and beautiful mountain is distinguished 
alike in form and in character from all around it. As seen, 
where it is usually first seen by the traveller, from the north- 
west of the plain, it towers like a dome, as seen from the 
east, like a long arched mound, over the monotonous undula- 
tions of the surrounding hills, from which it stands completely 
isolated, except by a narrow neck of rising ground, uniting it 
to the mountain-range of Galilee. It is not what Europeans 
would call a wooded hill, because its trees stand aU apart from 
each other. But it is so thickly studded wdth them, as to rise 
from the plain like a mass of verdure. Its sides much resemble 
the scattered glades in the outskirts of the New Forest. Its 
summit, a broken oblong, is an alternation of shade and green- 
sward, that seems made for a national festivity ; broad and varied, 
and commanding wide views of the plain from end to end. 

This description of itself tells us that it is not that peaked 
height which we imagine as the scene of the great event with 
which later traditions have connected it. The Transfiguration, 

* So I chanced to see them there. house,” or (as the LXX litendlir rendex^ 

^ Kings- X. 16; 1 Ohr. ii. 65. The it) * of Beth-akad,* where Jehu met Jeho- 
exaot site of the **pit of the shearing- nadab, is not known. 
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as we sh^l elsewhere find*, probably took place far away. But 
we see in its insulated situation the probable origin 
of the mistake which transferred, to the mountain seen® of the 
of the Transfiguration the word “apart,” which is Trans- 
really intended only for the disciples ; we see also, 
everywhere scattered around, the ruins of the town and fortress*, 
which existing here, as it seems, at the very time of the Gospel 
History, render the truth of the tradition next to impossible. 
Still, if it must lose that last crowning glory, those glades and 
those ruins recall to us its older associations undisturbed. The 
fortress, defended and repaired by Josephus, carries us back 
to the selection of this strong ];)osition for the encampment of 
Barak, before his descent upon Sisera. The open glades on ita 
wide summit carry us back yet earlier to a time, of ^ 
which the very memory has perished, when it was the tress and 
sanctuary of the northern tribes, if not of the whole 
nation. The aspect of these glades, so fitted, as I Northern 
have said, for festive assemblies, exactly agrees witlx 
Herder^s view*, that Tabor is intended, when it is said of 
Issachar and Zebulun, that “they shall call the people unto 
the mountain; there shall they offer sacrifices of righteous- 
ness^^^ It is true that, amidst the changes and wars which 
disordered the relations of the tribes, nothing afterwards is 
expressly said of the sacredness of Tabor. But in the gather- 
ing of the northern tribes, first under Barak*, and again, as it 
would seem, under the bi'others of Gideon*, and long after** 
wards, in “ the net spread abroad on TaborV’ by the idolatrous 
priests of Issachar, some trace is discernible of the original 
purpose for which its striking situation and its pleasant forests 
so well adapted it. At any rate, we can understand how, when 


» See Chapter Xl. For the argumenta 
against the connection of Tabor with the 
Transhgiiration, see llobinsos, B. B. iii. 

p. 221. 

* The four gates of the fortress are 
more or less distinctly marked. It has 
a pointed arch ; and a large stone exists 
amongst its ruins, with an Arabic in- 
scription (discovered by Mr. Zeller, the 
Protestant Missionary, residing at Naza- 
reth) ascribing the building (by which no 
doubt is meant the reparation) of the for- 
tress to Xing Abuheker, son of Khalid, 
i»e, AP. 1210. See Sermons in the 


East, Appendix, p. 191. 

* Geist der Hebraische Poesie (Herder, 
vol. xxxiv. p. 215.) The description 
given above was wijltten from ^he spot, 
without any recollection, at the moment, 
of Herder’s view. “According to the 
Midrash YalkOt on Bent, xxxiii. 19, it 
is the mountain on which the Temple 
ought of right to have been built • , . 
had it not been for the express revela- 
tion which ordered the sanctuary to be 
built on Mount Moriah*’(Schwarz, p. 71). 

^ Bent, xxxiii. 19. ^ Judg. iv. 6. 

• Jndg. viii. 18. ' Hos. v. 1. 
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Plialmists and Prophets saw in the wide view from its stimjttity 
the snowy top of Hermon in the for north, and Carmel in^ the 
west, they could truly feel “Tabor* and Hermon shall rejoice 
in Thy name ; that surely “ as Tabor is among the mountains, 
and Carmel* by the sea,’' God’s judgments would come. 

V. This brings us to the second great historical mountain of 
Carm l Esdraelon. “ As Tabor ” is through its peculiar form 
an elevation “ among the mountains ” — so is “ Carmel,” 
with its long projecting ridge, “ by the sea.” The name of 
Tabor is probably derived from its height ; that of Carmel is 
certainly taken from the garden-like appearance which it shares 
with Tabor alone, and wliich, as it has no peculiarity of shape, 
is its chief distinction*. By this, its protracted range of 
eighteen miles in length, bounding the whole of the southern 
corner of the great plain, is marked out from the surrounding 
scenei;y. Rocky dells, with deep jungles of copse *, are found 
there alone in Palestine. And though to European eyes it 
presents a forest-beauty only of an inferior order, there is no 
wonder that to an Israelite it seemed “the Park” of his country ; 
that the tresses of the bride’s head should be compared to its 
woods* ; that its ‘ ornaments * * should be regarded as the type 
of natural beauty ; that tlie withering of its fruits should be 
considered as. the type of national desolation^. 

It is not the bluff promontory running into tlie sea, and 
The Con- crowned by its Convent, that represents, or even pro- 
vent. fesses to represent, the scene wliich is the chief pride 
of the history of Carmel. The Convent derives its interest not 
from any connection, real or pretended, with the Prophet 
Elijah, but from the celebrated order of Barefooted monks 
that has sprung from it, and carried the name of Carmel into 
the monasteries of Europe. The large caves, indeed, which 
exist under the western cliffs, frequented by Christians, Jews, 
and Mussulmans, who have there left memorials in Latin, 


* P». Ixxxix. 12. 

* Jcr. xWi. 18. 

* Appendix, 

* This was probably the reason of its 
ejection in later legends as the scene of 
the death of Cain, who there “went 
through briars and bushes as a wild 


beast.” (Mandeville, Early Travellers, 
p. 186 ; Quaresmius, II. 8, 34.) 

5 Cant, vii. 5. 

® Isa. XXXV. 2. Translated “excel- 
lency.” m 

7 Amos. i» 2 ; Isaiab xxxiii. 0 ; Nahum 
i. 4. 
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Qreekt and Hebrew, and in the niches and prayer-mats of 
Arab devotion — ^may have been the shelter of Elijah and the 
persecuted prophets. The winding path through the rocks to 
the sea-shore below, must have been that by which Pythagoras, 
according to the idea of his biographer — himself a pilgrim to 
this haunted strand ” — descended, to embark in the Egyptian 
ship which he saw sailing beneath him*. Either on this same 
point of Mount Carmel, or at the modern village of Caipha 
immediately below it, was the village of Ecbatana, in which 
Cambyses died on his return from Egypt to Persia*, thus 
unexpectedly realising the prophecy that he should perish at 
Ecbatana. The Convent itself is of comparatively recent date, 
the last effort of the Crusades ; an offshoot of the fortress of 
Acre in the adjacent bay, founded by St. Louis in his brief and 
only visit to the shores of Palestine, and still bearing the sign 
of its French origin, in the French flag which is unfurled on its 
towers, whenever a French vessel appears in sight on the 
Syrian waters. 

But it could never have been here that the great sacrifice 
took place which formed the crisis in Elijali's life, 
and which is brought before us with such minuteness of Elijah’# 
of detail as to invite us to a full contemplation of all 
its circumstances. Carmel, as we have seen, is not so much a 
mountain as a ridge, an upland park, extending for many miles 
into the interior of the country. At the eastern extremity, 
which is also the highest point of the whole ridge, is a spot 
marked out alike by tradition and by natural features as one of 
the most authentic localities of the Old Testament history*. 
The tradition is unusually trustwortliy. It is perhaps the 
only case in Palestine in wliich the recollection of an alleged 
event has been actually retained in the native Arabic nomen- 


* Jamblichus, Vit. P]^h. c. 3 (Williams 
in Dictionary of Classical Geography — 
Cafnnd), 

* Herod, iii. 62, 64. Plin. v. 8, 17, 10. 

* I have described this spot iu greater 
detail from its having been so rarely 
visited. Quaresmius heard of it, but 
could not get there (it 893). The place 
was also visited (but not described) by 
Mr. Williams and by Lieutenant Symonds. 
Since the above account was written, 


from my own recollection, M. Van do 
Velde’s description of the spot has been 
published ; and from this 1 shall subjoin 
any additional particulars in the notes. 
The villages of the range of Carmel are 
now marked in the map to the 2nd Ed. 
of Dr. Robinson’s Bibl. Researches, and 
in the large map of M. Van do Velde. I 
have inserted them, according to our own 
observation, in the map of E^raelon. 
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clature. Many names of towns have been so preserved, but 
here is no town, only a shapeless ruin, yet the spot has a name^ 
** El-Maharrakah ** the Burning,'' or ** the Sacrifice." The 
Druses, some of whom inhabit the neighbouring villages, come 
here from a distance to perform a yearly sacrifice ; and though 
it is possible that tliis practice may have originated the name, 
yet it is more probable that the practice itself arose from some 
earlier tradition attached to the spot. Nor has the tradition, 
whatever it be, any connection with the convent, which 
would in that case either have been founded nearer to the 
scene, or have fixed the scene nearer to itself. Indeed, it is a 
proof of the superiority of the Latin to the Greek monastic 
orders, that instead of inventing a spot, after the manner of the 
monks of Sinai, within the neighbourhood of their own walks, 
the monks of Carmel have left undisturbed the associations of 
a spot so remote from their convent, that none of its existing 
members have visited it more than once in their stay*. 

But, be the tradition good or bad, the localities adapt them- 
selves to the event in almost every particular. The summit 
thus marked out is the extreme eastern * point of the range, 
commanding the last view of the sea behind, and the first view 
of the great plain in front, just where the glades of forest, 
the “ excellency of Carmel," sink into the usual barrenness of 
the hills and vales of Palestine. There, on the highest ridge of 
the mountain, may well have stood, on its sacred “ high place*," 
the altar of the Lord which Jezebel had cast down\ Close 
beneath, on a wide upland sweep, under the shade of ancient 

^ The same name is applied to the square stone building, amongst thick 
scene of the Samaritan sacrifice on Geri* bushes of dwarf oak ; which might be of 
zim. (De Saulcy, ii. 860.) It is also any age, and in which, as stated above, 
ealled “El Mazar,” “the tomb,” from the Druses come to sacrifice. M. Van 
A notion that the ruin is of that nature. de Velde (i. 321) describes it more par- 
See Came and Buckingham. ticularly as “an oblong quadrangular 

* Fra Carlo, who usually acts as host building, of which the great door and 

to the visitors to the convent, had been both side walls are still partially stand- 
there, if at all, but once. He told M. ing.” The large hewn stones suggest an 
Van de Velde that the place was near older date than that of the Crusades. 
Manmrehf which is in «be right direc- . The place is probably the site of Ves- 
tion, but not the right spot. (Van de pasian’s sacrifice. (Tao. Hist. iii. 78. J 
Velde, i. 296.) We were directed there The rocky fragments lying around, as 
by the cook of the convent^ Daoud or Van de Velde well suggests (i. 428), 
David* would naturally afford tl^ materials for 

* One lower declivity only lies imme- the “ twelve stones ” of which the 

diately below it. natural altar was built. 1 Kings xviii. 

^ The spot is marked by the ruin of a 81, 32. 
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olives, and above a well of water, said to be perennial\ and 
which may therefore have escaped the general drought, and 
have been able to furnish water for the trenches roimd the 
altar, must have been ranged, on one side the king and people, 
with the eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and Astarte, 
and on the other side the solitary and commanding figure of 
the Prophet of the Lord. Full before them opened the whole 
plain of Esdraelon*, with Tabor and its kindred ranges in the 
distance; on the rising ground, at the opening of its valley, the 
city of Jezreel, with Ahab’s palace and Jezebel's temple dis* 
tinctly visible ; in the nearer foreground, immediately under 
the base of the mountain, was clearly seen the winding stream 
of the Kishon, working its way through the narrow pass of the 
hills into the Bay of Acre *. Such a scene, with such recollec- 
tions of the past, with such sights of the present, was indeed a 
fitting theatre for a conflict more momentous than any which 
their ancestors had fought in the plain below. This is not the 
* place to enlarge upon the intense solemnity and significance of 
that conflict which lasted on the mountain-height from morning 
till noon, from noon till the time of the evening sacrifice. It 
ended at last in the level plain below, where Elijah ‘‘ brought ” 
the defeated prophets “ down the steep sides of the mountain 
** to the ‘ torrent * of the Kishon, and slew them there.” 

The closing scene still remains. From the slaughter by the 
side of the Kishon, the King “went up^” at Elijah's bidding 
once again to the peaceful glades of Carmel, to join in the 
sacrificial feast. And Elijah too ascended to “ the top of the 
mountain,” and there, with his face upon the earth, remained 


> So we were told by our guide from 
Asfyah. The exact spot is marked by 
an old olive tree, isolated from the olive 
grove which studs this lower plain, and 
which has been bought by the monks. 
M. Van de Velde was more fortunate in 
being able to examine this well for him' 
self. He describes it (i. 325) as “a 
vaulted and very abundant fountain, 
built in the form of a tank writh a few 
steps leading down to it, just as one finds 
elsewhere in the old wells or springs of 
the Jewish times.” But Dr. Thompiwn 
(Land and Book, p. 484) found the spring 
dry, and accordingly conjectures that 
the water came from the springs of the 
Kishon. 


• It is the best view of the plain that 
we saw. 

3 1 Kings xviii, 40. On the desoenl^ 
from Carmel to the plain of Esdraelon a 
knoll w’as pointed out both to Mr, Wil- 
liams and M. Van de Velde (i. 830) 
called “Tel Kishon,’^ or “Tel Sadi,** or 

Tel KaeUy The latter name (“hill of 
the priests”) naturally suggests a me- 
morial of the massacre of the priests of 
Baal. It is possible (as Schwarz suggests, 
49, 74) that the modem name of the 
Kishon, Nahr el-Mukatta (“river of 
slaughter”), may have the same deriva- 
tion, though it may also refer to the 
bloody history of the whole plain. 

* 1 Kings xviii 41. 
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trrapt in prayer, whilst his servant mounted to the highest 
point of aU, whence there is a wide view of the blue wach of 
the Mediterranean Sea*, over the western shoulder of the ridge. 
The sun was now gone down, but the cloudless sky was lit up 
with the long bright glow which succeeds an eastern sunset. 
Seven times the servant climbed and looked, and seven times 
there was nothing ; the sky was still clear, the sea was 
still calm. At last, out of the far horizon there rose a little 
cloudy — the first that had for days and months passed across 
the heavens — and it grew in the deepening shades of evening, 
and at last the whole sky was overcast, and the forests of 
Carmel shook in the welcome sound of those mighty winds 
which in Eastern regions precede a coming tempest. Each 
from his separate height, the King and the Prophet descended. 
And the King mounted his chariot at the foot of the mountain, 
lesf^the long-hoped-for rain should swell the torrent of the 
Kishon, as in the days when it swept away the host of Sisera ; 
and “ the hand of the Lord was upon Elijah,** and he girt his * 
mantle round his loins, and, amidst the rushing storm with 
which the night closed in, “ ran,’* as if to do honour to the 
king*, “before the chariot,*’ as the Bedouins of his native 
Gilead still run, with inexhaustible strength, to the entrance 
of Jezreel, distant, though still visible, from the scene of his 
triumph. 

VI. Almost all the recollections of the plain of Esdraelon 
belong to the Old Testament. Yet we are now on the verge of 
the chief scenes of the New Testament, and the battle-field of 
Israel may have suggested to Him, who must have crossed and 
re-crossed it on His many journeys to and from and through 
Galilee, those “ victorious deeds ” and “ heroic acts ” which 
Milton has ascribed to His early meditations ; 

** One while 

To rescue Israel from the Roman yoke, 

Then to subdue and quell o’er all the earth 
Brute violence, and proud tyrannic power.” 

But it is the poet only, not the Evangelist, who has ventured 

^ This was also observed by M. Van height, however, may be ascended in a 
de Velde (i. 326). Prom the place where few minutes, and a full view of the sea 
Elijah must have worshipped, — which, obtained from the top ; or again the view 
one may suppose to have been the point open to the west immediately below the 
of the square min looking towards Jez- Mahorrakah. 

feel,-^the view of the sea is Just inter- * See Thompson’s Land and Book, 485: 
oepted by an adjacent height. That 
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to throw even this passing thought into that peaceful career, 
and the one incident which connects Him With the plain of 
Esdraelon is remarkable for the striking contrast which it pre* 
sents to all the other associations of the region. 

On the northern slope of the rugged and barren ridge of 
Little Hermon, immediately west of Endor, which lies ^ . 
in a further recess of the same range, is the ruined 
village of Nain. No convent, no tradition marks the spot. 
But, under these circumstances, the name is sufficient to 
guarantee its authenticity. One entrance tdone it could have 
had, that which opens on the rough hill side in its downward 
slope to the plain. It must have been in this steep descent, as, 
according to Eastern custom they “ carried out the dead man,*^ 
that “ nigh to the gate ” of the village, the bier was stopped, 
and the long procession of mourners stayed, and “ the young 
man delivered back ’* to his mother*. It is a spot which has no 
peculiarity of feature to fix it on the memory ; its situation is 
like that of aU the villages on this plain ; but, in the authen* 
ticity of its claims, and the narrow compass within which we 
have to look for the touching incident, it may rank amongst 
the most interesting points of tlie scenery of the Gospel 
narrative. 


1 Luke viL 11 — 16, 




CHAPTER X. 


QALILEE. 

Matt. ir. 13 — 16. “And lej>'^ing Nazareth, He came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and 
Nephthalim : that it might he fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 
prophet, saying. The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephlhalim, by the 
way^ of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles ; the people which 
sat in darkness saw great light ; and to them which sat in the region and 
shadow of death light is sprung up.** 


Scenery of Northern Palestine — The four Northern Tribes — Their wealth 
and their isolation — History in the New Testament. I. Nazareth. — 
Its upland basin — Its seclusion — Sacred localities. II. Lake of Gen- 
NESARETH : 1. Plain of Hattin ami Mountain of the Beatitudes — Battle 
of Hattin ; 2. View of the Lake of Gennesaretb ; 3. Later celebrity of 
Tiberias ; 4. Plain of Gennesareth — The Sea of Life — Traffic — Fertility 
— Fisheries — Population ; 5. Scene of the Gospel Ministry — “Manu- 
facturing district” — The Beach — The Desert — The Demoniacs and the 
Feeding of the Multitudes — The Villages of the Plain of Gknnesareth — 
The Destruction of Capernaum. 







GALILEE. 


The broad depression of Esdraelon was the natural boundary 
and debatable land between the central and northern tribes of 
Palestine. On the north of the plain rises another group of 
mountains, as distinct in character and form, as they are 
separate in fact, from those of Samaria and Judaea, 
and thus, in like manner, distinguished by the name Northero 
of the chief tribe that dwelt among them, “the 
mountains of Naphtali,^^ as the more southern were “the 
mountains of Ephraim ” and “ of Judah*.” 

These hills are the western roots which Hermon thrusts out 
towards the sea, as it thrusts out the mountains of Bashan 
towards the Desert ; and as such they partake of the jagged 
outline, of the varied vegetation, and of the high upland 
hollows which characterise in a greater or less degree the whole 
mass of the Lebanon range, in contrast to the monotonous 
aspect of the more southern scenery. So few travellers visit 
the interior of the Galilean mountains, that their beauty and 
richness is almost unknown. M. Van de Velde, who, contrary 
to the usual course, entered Palestine from the north, contrasts 
them favourably even with the rich valley of Samaria. “It 
suffered,” he says, “ in my case from my having entered the 


^ Joebiia XX. 7. 
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rocky mountains of Ephraim from the much finer and truly 
noble Galilee*.” Tabor, as already described, is in fact the 
farthermost southern and eastern outpost of the peculiar 
mixture of greensward and forest, which, like a long stretch of 
English park-scenery, extends the whole way from the plain 
of Acre to Nazareth, through the tribe of Zebulun. And a 
similar tract, although in a more mountainous district, cha- 
racterises the hills of Naphtali, which bound the plain of 
Merom. 

This distinction of scenery, together with the natural 
separation of the hills of the north from those which we 
hare hitherto traversed, contains the main explanation of 
The four history of the northern tribes. Asher has been 
Northern already described in connection with the mari- 
time plain of Phoenicia, on the skirts of which 
his ^possession hung. Of the almost servile character of 
Issacfaar enough has been said in describing the plain of 
Esdraelon*. But they must be briefly recalled here, as 
sharing the general fortunes of the northern group, of 
which the two chief tribes, Naphtali and Zebulun, occupied 
the mountain-tract, overlooking and commanding the terri- 
tory of the two others, — of Asher on the west, and Issachar 
on the south. All the four alike kept aloof from the great 
historical movements of Israel. With the exceptions already 
noticed, when the immediafe pressure of northern invaders 
rallied them, first round Barak and then round Gideon, in the 
Plain of Esdraelon, they hardly ever appear in the events of 
the Jewish history. They were content with their rich mountain- 
valleys, and their maritime coast. Zebulun is to ” rejoice in 
his goings out.” Asher was to “be blessed* with children,” 
“ acceptable to his brethren,” dipping his foot in the “ oil ” of 
his olive groves, shod with “ the iron and brass* ” of Lebanon. 

* Tol. i. S74. * Iron is found in Lelwnon. (Bussegger, 

3 See Ohapten VI. and 12. L 693 ; Volney, i. 283 ; Burckhsrdt, 73.) 

* Dent, zxziii. 24, 25. There is here Copper (the true translation of the word 

a play ou the word Asher, rendered brau) is nowhere now found, 

as in the analogous case of Jvdah and but its iieqaent mention in connection 
“fraiie,” Qen. xlix. 8. with the Tyrians justifies the allnsion. 
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Naphtali was to be like a * spreading terebinth" of the up- 
lands of Lebanon', “he ^putteth out" goodly *boughs*."" He is 
to be “ satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the 
Lord*/" They were to have also their openings to wealth and 
power by traffic on sea and land. “ Zebulun shall 
dwell at the * shore " of the sea, and shall be for a 
* shore ' of ships, and his border shall be unto Zidon */" “ Asher 
abode in his ‘ creeks * ; Zebulun and Issachar are to “ suck of 
the abundance of the seas, and of treasures hid in tlie sand 
Naphtali was “ to possess the * sea on " the south *,** that is, the 
thoroughfare and traffic of the Sea of Galilee. 

All these points of contact with the surrounding nations 
tended to confirm their isolation from the rest of their country- 
men. Ephraim and Judah were separated from the Their isola- 
world by the Jordan-valley on one side, and the 
hostile Philistines on another ; but the northern tribes were in 
the direct highway of all the invaders from the north, in 
unbroken communication with the promiscuous races who have 
always occupied the heights of Lebanon, and in close and 
peaceful alliance with the most commercial 'and enterprising 
nation of the ancient world, the Phoenicians, From a very 
early period, their joint territory acquired the name which it 
bore imder a slightly altered form in the distribution of tlie 
country into a Roman province — “ Galil, Galilah, Galilcea*.’* 
It would seem to be merely another mode of expressing what 
is indicated by the word “Ciccar ” in the case of the Jordan- 
valley — a “ circle ” or “ region ; ” and as such implies the 
separation of the district from the more regularly organised 
tribes or kingdoms of Samaria and Judeea. Gradually, too, it 
came to be regarded as the frontier between “ the Holy Land,'* 


^ Gen. xllx. 21. Mistrflnslated^^ahind 
let loose ; he giveth goodly words.” M. 
Van de Velde (ii. 418) speaks of the 
wooded basins — gardens ** surrounded by 
dark-leaved oak-woods, whilst, here and 
there, thick tufted branches of the Oarob 
might be seen rising aloft,” — ‘‘a garden 
that has no end,’’— bushes and trees 
* infinite in number,*’ between Nasareth 
and Safed (Ib.). Josephus (Bell. Jud. 
III. lit. 2) describes Galilee^ as ** planted 


thick with all kinds of trees.” And I can 
bear witness to the same between Shefa- 
Omar, and Sefifhrieh. 

^ l)eut. xxxiii. 23. 

3 Gen. xlix. 13. See Appendix, Choph, 

^ Deut. xxxiii. 19. See Chapters VL 
and IX. 

^ So Deut. xxxiii. 23 may be translated. 

* Joshna xx. 7, Hebrew, Qalil^ 2 
Kings XT. 29, ha^Oalilah, 



m mja toukt^is^ 

and the external world, Galilee of the Gentiles^;*’ a eitnai^Lon 
curiously illustrating, if it did not suggest, the use of the word 
in ecclesiastical architecture — the “ Galilee ” or Porch of the 
Cathedral of Palestine. Twenty of its cities were actually 
annexed by Solomon to the adjacent kingdom of Tyre ; and 
formed with their territory the “ boundary or “ offscouring*/ 
Gebiil** or “ Cabul^*’) of the two dominions, at a later time 
still known by tlie general name of “ ‘ the boundaries * (“ coasts,*' 
or ‘‘ borders**) of Tyre and Sidon*.” Another districtof the same 
character on the east, as Cabul on the west, was Decapolis^ a 
district of ten cities, mostly inhabited by Gentiles. Of these cities 
one was on the eastern side of the Jordan, at the point where 
the plain of Esdraelon branches down into the Jordan valley. It 
has been already mentioned, under the name of Bethshan, as 
having alone of all the northern fortresses remained in the 
hands of the Canaanites. It was thus, as it were, a northern 
Jehus ; but, unlike Jehus, it remained a Gentile settlement to 
the very close of the Jewish history, known by the Greek name 
of Scythopolis, and celebrated on Girecian coins as the City of 
Bacchus*. In the first great deportation of the Jewish popu- 
lation, Naphtali and Galilee ** suffered the same fate as the 
trans-Jordauic tribes before Ephraim or Judah had been 
molested*. In the time of the Christian era this original 
disadvantage of their position was still felt ; the “ speech of 
Galileans ** bewrayed ” them by its uncouth pronunciation ' ; 
and their distance from the seats of government and civilisation 
at Jerusalem and Cajsarea gave them their character for 
turbulence or independence, according as it was viewed by 
their friends or their enemies. 


* Isai. ix. 1 ; Matt. iv. 15. 

* Such seems to be the play of the 
words of Hiram. * * What cities are these 
which thou hast given me, my brother ? 
And he called them tho land of Cabul 
unto this day.** 1 Kings ix. 12, 13. 

» Matt. .XV. 21 ; Mark vii. 24, 31 ; 
Luke vi. 17. 

* With the exception of Bethshan, they 
were all on the eastern side of the Jordan 
(Pliny H. N., v. 10, 1 8).^ But from the 
way in which the word is introduced in 
the Oosi)^ narrative (Matt. iv. 25; 


Mark v, 20 ; vii. 81), it v/ould seem 
that they were regarded as offsets, not 
of Peraoa, but of Galilee. 

* For the history of Bethshan, see p. 
840, 407 ; and compare Jos, Ant. Kill, 
xiii. 2 ; B. J. II. xviii. 8 ; Palilstlna, 
Raumer in voce* 

® 2 Kings XV. 29. 

’ Matt. xxvi. 73. For the difference 
of Galilean customs and dialect, see 
Lightfoot (ii. 77, 73), llena|iL*s Langau 
(L 218). 
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Tim isolation, winch renders the history of Galilee an almost 
entire blank in the Old Testament, is the cause of its Q^uiee in 
sudden glory in the New. the New 

L It is one peculiarity of the Galilean hills, as ^®®***“®*‘^ 
distinct from those of Ephraim or Judah, that tliey contain or 
sustain green basins of table-land just below tl\eir 
topmost ridges ; forming marked features in any view 
from the summit of Tabor, or further north from the slopes* 
of Hermon. Such apparently was that ancient sanctuary, the 
birth-place of Barak, Kedesh-Naphtali, ‘ the Holy Place of 
Naphtali,* known only by its significant name, and its selection 
as the northern city of refuge, corresponding to Shechem in 
central, and Hebron in southern Palestine. Such, too, although 
less elevated, was the Roman capital of Galilee — Dio-Ciesarea, 
or Sepphoris *, situated in the green plain of Buttauf in the 
hills immediately above Acre. 

But such above all is Nazareth. Fifteen gently rounded 
hills “ seem as if they had met to form an enclosure ” its upland 
for this peaceful basin ; they* rise round it like the 
edge of a shell to guard it from intrusion. It is “ a rich and 
beautiful field ** in the midst of these grefen hills * — abounding 
in gay flowers ^ in fig-trees, small gardens, hedges of the prickly 
pear; and the dense rich grass affords an abundant pasture. The 
expression of the old topographer, Quaresmius, was as happy 
as it is poetical ; “ Nazareth is a rose, and, like a rose, has the 
same rounded form, enclosed by mountains as tlie flower by its 
leaves.” The village stands on the steep slope of the south- 
western side of the valley ; its chief object, the great Franciscan 
Convent of the Annunciation with its white campanile and 
brown enclosure*. 


* Josei)liiiSy Ant. XVITI. ii. 1. The 
ftillefit account of Sepphorieh is given by 
Dr. Clarke, iv. 134. The plain of But- 
tauf is called by Josephus “The great 
plain of Asochis.” See Vita §§ 41, 45, 
68 (Robinson, Later Researches, 110). 

a This account is partly from my own 
recollections, partly in the words of Dr, 
Richardson, whose description of Nazareth 
is unusually faithful and vivid. (See 
Modem Traveller, p. 304.) 

* Richardson speaks of ihem as harretif 
and Quaresmius (ii. 818), as harreuf 
iiokitef chalky hlUs, and says the town 


thence derives its name of Medina Abiad, 
“ the white city.” This confirms 
Schwarz’s remark (p. 178), who says 
that he has ascertained h'om ancient 
documents that the town of Nazareth was 
called the Whito Town ” — “ Laban.” 

■* Hence possibly its name, according 
to tbe old interpretation of it as 
“Flowery.” (See von Raumer, Pal&stina, 
p. 119. The Abb4 Michon, speaking os a 
botanist (Voy. Religieuse, ii. 26), says of 
Nazareth, “Cest la contr4e de tout la 
Jud6e oh j’ai vu le plus de flciirs.” 

* See Chapter XIY. 
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From the crest of the chills which thus screen it/especially 
from that called Nebi-Said, or Ismail, on the western side, 
is one of the most striking views in Palestine ; Tabor with its 
rounded dome, on the south-east ; Hermon’s white top in the 
distant north, Carmel and the Mediterranean Sea to the west; 
a conjunction of those three famous mountains probably unique 
in the views of Palestine : and in the nearer prospect, the 
•uplands in which Nazareth itself stands, its own circular basin 
behind it ; on the west, enclosed by similar hills, overhanging 
the plain of Acre, lies the town of Sepphorieh, just noticed as 
the Boman capital, and brought into close, and as far as its 
situation is concerned, not improbable connection with Nazareth, 
as the traditional residence of the Virgin’s parents. On the 
south, and south-east, lies the broad plain of Esdraelon, over- 
hung by the high pyramidal liill, which, as the highest point of 
the Nazareth range, and thus the most conspicuous to travellers 
approaching from the plain, has received, though without any 
historical ground, the name of the Mount of Precipitation.** 
These are the natural features which for nearly thirty years 
met the almost daily view of Him who “ increased in "wisdom 
itg and stature ** within this beautiful seclusion. It is the 
secluaion. seclusion which constitutes its peculiarity and its 
fitness for these scenes of the Gospel history. Unknown and 
unnamed in the Old Testament, Nazareth first appears as the 
retired abode of the humble carpenter. Its separation from the 
busy world may be tlie ground, as it certainly is an illustration, 
of the Evangelist’s play on tlie word “ He shall be called a 
Nazarene.” Its wild character high up in tlie Galilean hills 
may account both for the roughness of its population, unable to 
appreciate their own Prophet, and for the evil reputation which 
it had acquired even in the neighbouring villages, one of whose 
inhabitants, Nathanael of Cana, said: “Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth ? ** There, secured witliin the natural 
barrier of the hills, was passed that youth, of which the most 
remarkable characteristic is its absolute obscurity ; and thence 
came the name of Nazaeene, used of old by the Jews, and used 
still by Mussulmans, as the appellation of that despised sect 
which has now embraced the civilised world. 

It was not to be expected that any local reminiscences should 
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be preserved of a period so studiously, as it would appear, 
withdrawn from our knowledge. Two natural features, however, 
may still be identified, connected, the one by tradition, the 
other by the Gospel narrative, with the events which 
have made Nazareth immortal. The first is the of the An- 
spring or well in the green open space \ at the north- 
east extremity of the town ; a spot well known as the general 
encampment of such travellers as do not take up their quarters 
in the Franciscan convent. This w^ell — which must always 
have been frequented, as it is now, by the women of Nazareth— 
is probably that which the earliest local traditions of Palestine 
claimed to be the scene of the Angelic Salutation to Mary, as she, 
after the manner of her countrywomen, went thither to draw 
water. The tradition may be groundless, but there can be 
little question that the locality to which it is attached exists, 
and that it must have existed at the time of the alleged scene. 
The second is indicated in the Gospel history by one of those 
slight touches which serve as a testimony to the truth of the 
description, by nearly approaching but yet not crossing the 
verge of inaccuracy. “ They rose,” it is said of the infuriated 
inhabitants, and cast Him out of the city, and brought Him to 
* a brow of the mountain’ {l(09 dtppios tov opovs) on 
which the^city was built, so as to ‘ cast Him down the of the Pre- 
cliff’” {&(TT€ KaTaKpr]pLvi<rai avTov). Most readers pro- 
bably from these words imagine a town built on the summit of 
a mountain, from which summit the intended precipitation was 
to talce place. This, as I have said, is not the situation of 
Nazareth. Yet, its position is still in accordance with the 
narrative. It is built “ upon,” that is, on the side of, “ a moun- 
tain,” but the “ brow ” is not beneath but over the town, and 
such a cliff {KprjpLvbs), as is here implied, is to be found, as all 
modern travellers describe, in the abrupt face of the limestone 
rock, about thirty or forty feet high, overhanging the Mai’onite 
convent at the south-west corner of the town, and another at a 
little further distance. 

It is needless to dwell in detail on the other lesser scenes of 
our Lord’s ministrations in the neighbourhood of his early 
home. Nain, at two or three hours’ distance, in the Plain of 

* For this and the other ** Holy Places’* of Nasareth see Chap. XIV. 



EsdraeloB, has been already mentioned ^ The *^parts^^^ or 
^‘borders,*’ of Tyre and Sidon are too indefinite to be dwelt 
upon. The claims of Cana* are divided between the two modern 
villages of that name, the one situated at some distance in the 
corner of the basin of Seffurieh, in an upland village to the east 
of Nazareth, the other at the distance of half a day^s journey to 
the west. Although the former has now usurped the whole tra- 
ditional sanctity, the latter, from the absolute identity of name, 
and from the greater antiquity of its tradition, is on the whole 
the most probable site. The situation is marked. It was on a 
rocky eminence at the north-western corner of the plain of Sef- 
furieh, at the mouth of a narrow wooded glen, leading into the 
plain from the great Jewish fortress of Jotapata (now Jeffi-t). 
Ancient cisterns and tombs can be traced on the slope of the 
bill. Bare and dry as it now is, a solitary fig-tree recalls the 
story of its most illustrious citizen, — the guileless Nathanael, — 
an^'a deep well supplies the ‘‘water” used at the mariiage 
supper. It immediately overhangs the level ground at the 
northern end of the plain, which in the end of spring is some- 
times a marsh or lake, — and it is probably from the reeds, 
natural to such a neighbourhood, that it derived its name of 
Cana or “ the reedy*,” with the additional epithet of Galilee, to 
distinguish it from Cana (Kanah) in the tribe of As^er, which 
has its name from a similar cause. 

Thb Lake mosf important district of Galilee has 

ofGbnkb- not yet been mentioned. 

sAMiTH. must descend from the hills of 

Galilee once more into the Plain of Esdraelon, and leaving 
Tabor on the right, turn off into a lesser wild upland plain, 
now called Ard-el-Hamma, which is an excrescence of the great 
plain on the north-west, as the plain of Acre is on the south - 
Hain of west. This undulating table-land, which skirts the 
Hattin. hills of Galilee on the east, is broken by a long low 
ridge rising at its northern extremity into a square-shaped 

* See Chapter IX. close to see whetlier there were actually 

* Ewald (vol. y, 147) infers, not with- reeds there. But on the hill of Cana 

out reason, from John ii. 1, 11, and iv. itself, — probably from its near vicinity 
46, that Cana was at that time the actual to this marsh, — there were some growing, 
residence of the Holy Family. The modern village, of whUh the ruins 

* In April, 1862, the swamp was a remain^ is entirely deserted, 
lake, and I did not advance sufficiently 
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hill with two tops, which give it the modern name of the Horns 
of flatting* Hattin being the village on the ridge at its base. 
This mountain or hill — for it only rises sixty feet above the 
plain — is that known to pilgrims as the Mount of the 
Beatitudes, the supposed scene of the “ Sermon on the Beati- 
the Mount.” The tradition cannot lay claim to an 
early date; it was in all probability suggested first to the 
Crusaders by its remarkable situation. But that situation sc 
strikingly coincides with the intimations of the Gospel narrative, 
as almost to force the inference that in this instance the eye of 
those who selected the spot was for once rightly guided. It is 
the only height seen in this direction from the shores of the 
Lake of Gennesareth. The plain on which it stands is easily 
accessible from the lake, and from that plain to the summit is 
but a few minutes* walk. The platform at the top is evidently 
suitable for the collection of a multitude, and corresponds 
precisely to the “level place*” (rorrov ire^iyov) to which He would 
“ come down,*’ as from one of its higher horns, to address the 
people. Its situation is central both to the peasants of the 
Galilean hills and the fishermen of the Galilean lake, between 
which it stands, and would therefore be a natural resort both to 
“Jesus and His disciples*,” when they retired for solitude from 
the shores of the sea, and also to the crowds who assembled “from 
Galilee, from Decapolis, from Jerusalem, from Judaea, and from 
beyond Jordan*” None of the other mountains in the neighbour- 
hood could answer equally well to this description, inasmuch as 
they are merged into the uniform barrier of hills round the lake ; 
whereas this stands separate — “ the mountain * ” which alone 
could lay claim to a distinct name, with the exception of the one 
height of Tabor, which is too distant to answer the requirements. 

Tlie Crusaders gave it its present title ; and it has another 
fatal association with their history, one of the few Battle of 
vivid recollections which rival the permanent interest Hattin, 
of these Galilean localities. On that long dry ridge, under the 
burning midsummer sun of Syria, on the 5th of July, 1187, was 
encamped the Christian host, in the final crisis of the Crusades, 


^ Luke vi. 17, mistranslated ** plain.” 

* Matt, iv. 26 — y, 1. . 

* The use of the same word (ri e^og) 


in Matt. xv. 29, throws some doubt oa 
this inference. 
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and round the base of the hill on every side was the victorious 
army of Sahidin ready for the attack. The attack was made ; 
and under circumstances somewhat similar to those of the rout 
on Mount Gilboa,the Christian entrenchments on the hill were 
stormed, and one more was added to the long list of the battles 
of the Plain of Esdraelon — the last struggle of the Crusaders, 
in which all was staked in the presence of the holiest scenes of 
Christianity, and all miserably lost*. 

2.. From the plain and from the mountain, thus doubly 
View of the celebrated, the traveller descends to the sea of 
Galilee. The first glimpse of its waters he will have 
had from the top of Tabor; they also lie opened out wide 
before him from the top of the Mount of Beatitudes. But the 
first full view, as it is approached by the regular road, is on the 
descent through the hills whose summits form the boundary of 
tl)^ plain of Hattin, and which on the other side slope abruptly 
down to the lake itself, as it lies a thousand feet below the 
level of the country. Few can fail to have been struck by the 
sudden flash, as from a rent in the bowels of tlie earth, when 
this view of the lake rises from below, and greets the traveller 
in his steep downward journey. It is, moreover, a moment, if 
any, when recollections of tlie past disarm any attempts to criti- 
cise the details of the actual scene. Yet, whether it be tame and 
poor, as some travellers say, or eminently beautiful, as others, 
there is no doubt that it lias a character of its own which shall 
here be, if possible, described. It is about thirteen miles long, 
and in its broadest parts six miles wide, that is, about the same 
length as our own Winandermere, but of a considerably greater 
breadth. In the clearness of the eastern atmosphere, it looks 
much smaller than it is. From no point on the western side 
can it be seen completely from end to end; the promontory 
under which Tiberias stands cutting off the southern, as the pro- 
montory over the plain of Gennesareth, the northern extremity; 
so that the form which it presents is generally that of an oval. 
But what makes it unlike any of our English lakes is the deep 
depression, which gives it something of the strange, unnatural 
character that belongs in a still greater degree to the Dead Sea, 


* The battle k sufficlcntljr described in Eobinson (vol. iii, pp, 241—248). 
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ftud m some degree to all lakes of volcanic* origin, such as those 
of Alba, Nemi, and Avemus. The hills on the eastern side 
partake of the horizontal outline which belongs to the whole 
eastern barrier of the Jordan valley. But the western moun* 
tains, especially those at the northern end, are varied in form, 
and this variet}^ is increased when they are seen mingled with 
the long curve of Tabor, with the horned platform of Hattin, 
and with the jagged summits of Safed, standing out from the 
offshoots of Lebanon. Their appearance, even in the view from 
the west, where alone they are usually seen, pi’esents a compli- 
cation of striking features, such as is hardly elsewhere visible 
in Palestine; and this must be still more the case, in the 
aspect * which they present to a spectator on the opposite eastern 
shore, now for the most part entirely unfrequented. 

As we descend through the rocky walls which encompass it, 
its peculiar situation makes itself more strongly felt. Another 
climate begins. In the summer or late spring, all travellers 
speak of the oppressive heat, as they sink below the bracing 
atmosphere of the hills, of Galilee into the deej) basin of the 
Jordan lake. In the early spring® it is not so : but even then 
the natural features at once indicate that we are approaching 
the temperature of Jericho and the Dead Sea. The “Nabk,** 
or thorn-tree, never seen in the higher plains, here breaks out 
along the hill-sides in thick jungles ; and down on the beach 
the first object that catches the eye is Tiberias with its line of 
j)alms. Beyond rises the white dome that covers the warm 
springs, which send out their steaming waters over the beach 
into the lake — an indication of that volcanic agency that has 
from time to time overthrown the cities in this neighbourhood, 
Tiberias and Safed, with a destruction for the time almost as 
terrible, though not as complete, as that which visited the ol4er 
cities of the south. Along the edge of this secluded basin, 
runs the whole way round from north to south a level beach; 
at the southern end roughly strewn with the black and white 
stones peculiar to this district^ and also connected with its 
volcanic structure ; but the central or northern part formed of 
smooth sand, or of a texture of shells and pebbles so minute as 

^ See Ritter ; Jordan, 'voL i. 296. April in 1853, and on the 19th and 20th 

* See Lord Lindsay’s Letters, ii. p. 92. of April in 1862. 

® I was there on the 4th and 5th of * See Chapter II. ^ 
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to resemble sand, like the substance of the beach on the Gulf 
of Akaba. Shrubs, too, of the tropical thorn, fringe the greater 
part of the line of shore, mingled here and there with the bright 
pink colours of the oleander ; 

“ All thro' the summer night, 

Those bloseoms red and bright 
Spread their soft breasts*,’* 

long before they are in flower in the valleys of the higher 
country. On this beach, which can be discerned running like 
a white line all round the lake, the hills plant their dark base, 
descending nowhere precipitously, but almost everywhere pre- 
senting an alternation of soft grassy slopes and rocky cliffs, 
occasionally broken away so as to exhibit the red and gray 
colours so familiar in the limestone of Greece. 

It is only as its two extremities are approached, that the 
p^ent river, and its connection with the lake, can be clearly 
discerned. At each end, the western hills fall away in height, 
and recede from the shore. On the south, a perfectly level plain 
of green receives the Jordan as it silently cuts its way througli 
the banks, and winds away down the wide opening of the valley. 
In like manner, at the head of the lake, the entrance of the 
river is marked by the rich green plain of Batihah, stretching 
close up to the high wall of the eastern range*. It has forced 
its way through a succession of foaming rapids, down a deep 
ravine, almost choked with luxuriant oleanders, and then 
gently pours its already turbid stream into the clear waters of 
the lake. A solitary thorn on ohe side, and a group of five 
isolated palms on the other, stand on the brink of the shore, as 
if to welcome its entrance®. 

3. These are the general featui’es of the most sacred sheet 
of water that this earth contains. Before we descend to its 


^ Keblo’s Christian Year — Third Sun- 
day in Advent. In the note to that 
passage, ** rhododendrons" is a mistake 
for ** oleanders.” 

2 Pococke is the only traveller who has 
published any account of the Jordan 
between the Lakes of Merom and Gen- 
nesareih. But Mr. Williams has ascended 
it, and his account agrees with Fococke’s, 
In representing the great fall as com- 
mencing below Jacob’s Bridc;e, after which 
it is a i)erpetual cascade, till within three 
miles of its entrance into the sea of Galilee. 
^The plain of Batihah is described by 


Robinson,. B. Jl. iii. 302. 

^ I have described the lake as I saw it 
from these various points. The entrance 
and exit of the Jordan I saw only (as 
here indicated) from a distance. Keble’s 
lines “on the Seventh Sunday after 
Trinity” are faithful on the whole, 
though “Tabor’s lonely is (see 

Chapter IX.) an inaccurate expression, 
and the ** mountains t^^iraced high with 
mo98y stone,” is an image belonging to 
the moist atmosphere of the West, not to 
the bare landscape of the East. 
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more special localities, we mast turn to its general history* 
Like OUvet at Jerusalem, like Nazareth, like Galilee 
generally, it is connected with no cycle of sacred History of 
associations but one, and that the holiest of all. In 
the generation indeed immediately succeeding tlie Christian 
era, a few incidents from the war of Vespasian are connected 
with the history of the lake ; and in the next generation yet 
again there was established on its shores the great Jewish 
university which rendered Tiberias for three centuries the 
metropolis of the race*. Tiberias became the seat of the 
Patriarch, who exercised an almost Papal sway over the wide 
extent tg which his exiled countrymen had been scattered. 
The ruins of the ancient city, the numerous tombs in the 
vicinity, one of which contains the remains of the great 
Maimonides, and the Jewish population, whose peculiar 
manners and features at once arrest the travellers attention as 
he passes through the streets of the modern town, — attest the 
reverence in which it has been held by the distant settlements, 
whence Jews have for centuries come to lay their bones in the 
neighbourhood. Tiberias, and Safed, — the latter overlooking the 
lake from its neighbouring heights, — are the two Holy Cities of 
the north, which, in the eyes of modern J udaism, almost riva 
the two Holy Cities of the south, Jerusalem and Hebron. Yet 
even this sanctity, by a strange coincidence or perversion of 
facts, has grown out of the series of events which alone give 
the lake its real fame. As at Jerusalem the Rabbinical belief 
associated the Shechinah with Olivet, so here the selection of 
Safed and Tiberias as the “ Holy Places ” of the last efforts of 
Judaism, was dictated by the thought that they were both within 
sight of the lake from whose waters the Messiah would rise ; 
that at Tiberias he would land, and at Safed establish his 
throne. “ I have created seven seas, saith the Lord,*’ (such was 
the Rabbinical belief,) “ but out of them all I have chosen none 
but the Sea of Gennesareth*.” 

4. Ill the Old Testament its name occurs from time to 
time as “ the sea of Chinneroth*,” cither from a town** 

^ See Lightfoofc, ii. 26, 27 ; Milman’s toI. i. p. 345, in reference to tliis belief. 

Hist, of the Je-virs, iii. 127. * Numb, xxxiy. 11 ; Josh. xii. 3 

2 Lightfoot, i. 6. Sde a striking scene (Chinneroth) ; xiii. 27. 
described in Captain Allen’s Dead Sea, ^ (Chinneretb) Josh. xix. 85. 



on its banks, or, more probably, from the whole district in 
which it lies, “ Chinnereth'/' or Chinneroth*,’* perhaps so 
named from the oval harp -like form of its basin* The 
** warm springs ” of Tiberias, streaming from the shore, 
were already specified under the name of Hammath*.*’ But 
it was not altogether unknown for the purposes of traffic. 
Traffic of Situated in the midst of the Jordan valley, on the 
the Lake, great thoroughfare from Babylon and Damascus into 
Palestine, its waters seem to have answered a purpose like that 
served by the Lake of Lucerne between Italy and Germany. 
Hence the value to Naphtali of ‘the sea of the south\* to 
compensate for “the sea of the west” enjoyed by the. kindred 
tribes of Asher, Issacliar, and Zebulun ; hence “ the way of the 
sea,” “ beyond Jordan,” of “ Zebulun and Naphtali*.” Along 
its banks, as we have already seen, the depth of its situation 
Fertaify of produced a tropical vegetation unknown in the hills 
itsahores. above; aiid this vegetation was increased by the 
beautiful springs, which, characteristic of the whole Valley of 
the Jordan, are unusually numerous and copious along the 
western shore of this lake, scattering verdure and fertility along 
their short course. This fertility, everywhere apparent more 
or less in the thin strip of land which intervenes between the 
mountains and the lake, reaches its highest pitch in the one 
spot op the western shore where the mountains, suddenly 
receding inland, leave a level plain of one mile wide, and three 
to four miles long. This plain is “ the land of Gennesareth,” 
identified by its agreement with the graphic though some- 
what exaggerated descri];)tion which Josephus gives of “the 
country of Gennesar*.” No less than four springs pour forth 
their almost full-grown rivers; the richness of the soil displays 
itself in magnificent cornfields; along the shore rises a thick 
jungle of thorn and oleander; the wild doves, hawks, and jays 
of brilliant plumage, with which Galilee abounds, are congre- 
gated in unusual numbers over the entire plain. The whole 

> Deut, iii, 17. * Josh. xix. 35, afterwards known as 

^Joshxi, 2; 1 Kings xv. 20. The **Emmaus.” See Joseph. Ant. XVlILii. 3, 
expression ** all Obinneroth'* in the latter and Reland, p. 302. ^ Dent, xxxiii. 23. 
pa^ge makes it probable that the word * Isa. ix. 1 ; Matt. iv. 
may have been an old local appellation, ^ Josephus, Bell. Jnd. IIL z. 8. It is 
like ** Qeliloth,” and “Ciccar,** or like now called the Ghnweir. The only other 
“ all the Bithron,” 2 Sam. ii. 29. See region to which hie descripUon at all 
Chapter YII. p. 284. applies, is the ilorthem plain of Batlhah. 
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impression even now recalls the image of the Valley of the 
Nile; and thus the Jews of old were not unnaturally led, in 
those days of fanciful similitudes, to look on one of these 
fertilising streams as a vein of the Nile ; abounding even in 
the same fish, and producing the same effects on its banks* 
In fact, even now the papyrus, which has vanished from its 
native seat in Egypt, is still found on the shores of the lake, 
between the plain of Gennesareth and Tiberias. This “Para- 
dise,*' or “garden,** of Northern Palestine (so we may best 
interpret the meaning of its name*) is doubtless a close like- 
ness of what the “ Vale of Siddim^^ was, where stood the five 
cities when Lot saw that it was “well watered everywhere,, 
before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as ‘ a * 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt^.'* 

. This contrast with the present aspect of its sister lake on 
the south, gives to the natural features of the Sea of Galilee 
a peculiar interest. If the southern lake is the Sea of Death, 
the nortfiern is emphatically the Sea of Life*. And it is still 
by nature what it was at the time of the Christian era by art 
also. With that turn for magnificent buildings which villas of the 
so distinguished his family, and which perhaps had been Herods* 
encouraged in himself by the sight of the sidendid Roman villas 
along the shores of the Lucrine lake, where most of his own early 
life had been spent, the younger Herod and his brother Philip 
built two stately cities, called after the names of the Emperor 
Tiberias and the Princess Julia, daughter of Augustus. The 
first, “ Tiberias,” was near the warm springs at the southern 
extremity, the second, “ Julias,” by the entrance of the Jordan 
at the northern extremity; and these, with the surrounding 
edifices, must have given to the lake the beauty which we are 
accustomed to consider as peculiar to the shores of Como and 
Lugano. But the chief centre of activity was to be found in the 
little plain just described, crowded with towns and villages. 
Nor was the life confined to the ’land. The lake, probably 
from the numerous streams, including the Jordan itself, which 
discharge their produce into its waters, abounds in fish of all 


» Oennesar, The first part of the word 
is evidently, Oanif * ‘gardens,” the latter, 
Sary may be “ Prince,** the “ Gardens of 
Princes,” alluding, as the Rabbis say, to 
the Princes of Naphtali. (Lightfoot, it 


71.) 

2 Gen. xiii. 10. 

3 The contrast of the two seas is well 
given in Schwarz, 46, and shortly in 
Josephus, Bell. Jud. IV. viii. 2. 
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kinds, which there increase and multiply, as certainly as in the 
Salt Sea they are cast up dead upon the shore. From the 
earliest* times — so said the Babbinical legends — ^the lake had 
been so renowned in this respect, that one of the ten funda- 
mental laws laid down by Joshua on the division of 
the country was, that any one might fish with a hook 
in the Sea of Galilee, so that they did not interfere with the 
free passage of boats. Two of the villages on the banks derived 
their name from their fisheries*; and all of them sent forth 
their fishermen by hundreds over the lake ; and when we add 
the crowd of ship-builders, the many boats of traflSc, pleasure, 
and passage, we see that the whole basin must have been a 
focus of life and energy; the surface of the lake constantly 
dotted with the white sails of vessels, flying before the mountain 
gusts, as the beach sparkled with the houses and palaces, the 
synagogues and the temples of the Jewish or Eoman inhabitants. 

5. It was to these scenes that He, whom His fellow-towns- 
Scene of Nazareth rejected, came. He “ came down®’" 

the Gospel from the high country, where He had hitherto dwelt ; 
Ministry. from henceforth made His permanent home in 

the deep retreat of the sea of Galilee. What has been already 
said at once gives the reason. It was no retired mountain-lake 
by whose shore He took up his abode, such as might have 
attracted the Eastern sage or Western hermit. It was to the 
Boman Palestine almost what the manufacturing districts are 
<‘Manu- England. Nowhere, except in the capital itself, 
fectnring could He have found such a sphere for His works and 
district, words of mercy; from no other centre could “His 
fame” have so gone “throughout all Syria^;” nowhere else 
could He have so drawn round Him the vast multitudes who 
hung on His lips “ from Galilee, from Decapolis, from Judaea, and 
from beyond Jordan*,” and ran “through that whole region 
round about,” “ carrying about in beds ” through its narrow but 
crowded plain “ those that were sick, wherever they heard He 
was;” and “whithersoever He entered,” into any of the nume- 
rous “villages or cities,” there “they laid the sick in the 


1 See Bava Oama, in the Babylonian (** boose of fish 

QeauBmf ajfyud Keland, p. 260. ^ KarijKBtVf Lobe It. 31 ; John iv. 47, 

2 The western and eastern Bethsaida 51. ^ Matt. i7. 24. ^ Ibid. 25. 



imiF. x] GAIiILSfi. 377 

market-places .... many coming and going, so that He 
had not time so much as to eatV’ 

In that busy stir of life* were the natural elements, out or 
which His future disciples were to be formed. Far removed 
from the capital, mingled, as we have seen, with the Gentile 
races of Lebanon and Arabia, the dwellers by the Sea of Galilee 
were free from most of the strong prejudices which in the 
south of Palestine raised a bar to His reception. “ The 
people^” in “the land of Zabulon and Nephthalim, by the way 
of the sea beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,’* had “ sat in 
darkness;” but from that very cause “they saw” more clearly 
'^the great light” when it came: “to them which sat in the 
region and the shadow of death,” for that very reason “ light 
sprang up ” the more readily. He came to “ preach the Gospel 
to the imor,” to “ the weary and heavy laden” — to “ seek and 
to save that which was lost.” Where could He find work so 
readily as in the ceaseless toil and turmoil of these teeming 
villages and busy waters ? The heathen or half-heathen “pub- 
licans” or tax-gatherers ^vould be there, sitting by the lake side 
“at the receipt of custom.” The “women who were sinners” 
w^ould there have come, either from the neighbouring Gentile 
cities, or corrupted by the licence of Gentile manners. The 
Roman soldiers w^ould there be found quartered with their 
slaves', to be near the palaces of the Herodian princes, or to 
repress the turbulence of the Galilean peasantry. And the 
hardy boatmen, filled wdth the faithful and grateful spirit* by 
which that peasantry was always distinguished, would supply 
the energy and docility which He needed for ilis followers. 
The copious fisheries of the lake now assumed a new interest. 
The two boats by the beach ; Simon and Andrew casting their 
nets into the water; James and John on the shore washing and 
mending their nets ; the “ toiling all the night and catching 
nothing; ” “ the great multitude of fishes so that the net brake ;” 
Philip, Andrew, and Simon from “ Bethsaida,” the “ House of 
Fisheries®;” the “ casting a hook for the first fish that cometh 

^ tV vfpixcopov iKflyriP ... not 'without his usual exaggeration, 

^ypo6s . , . iyopats, Mark vi. 55, 56. “contained 15,000 inhabitants,’* 

2 Aiari: vi, 31, ■* Matt. iv. 15, 16. 

* For the crowded population of Galilee, ® Luke vii. 2. 

vSee Josephus, Bell. Jud. III. iii. 2. ® Joseph. Vita, c. 42, 43, 50. 

, <*The least village,” he says, doubtless ^ Luke v. 2—10, ^ John i. 44. 
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up the ^*net cast into the sea, and gathering of every kind*" 
— all these are images which could occur nowhere else in Pales- 
tine but on this one spot, and which from that one spot have 
now passed into the religious language of the civilized world, 
and in their reniotest applications, or even misapplications, have 
converted the nations and sh^jken the thrones of Europe. 

These, doubtless, furnish the main reasons why the sea of 
Galilee and the plain of Gennesareth became the home of 
Christ. But the lesser features of its history and scenery agree 
no less with the Gospel narrative. I have said that, whilst the 
lake is almost completely surrounded by mountains, those moun- 
tains never come down into the water, but always have a beach 
of greater or less extent along the water edge. It is The beach 
on this smooth margin, ^‘beside the lake of Genne- oftheXake. 
sareth,” that we must imagine Jesus “ standing,” looking out on' 
the waters of the lake, then stepping into one of the “ two 
‘ boats’ ” that ‘‘ stood” on its gradual slope, and bidding Peter 
launch out “ into the deep*.” It is along this same level shore 
(probabtythat of the plain of Gennesareth), — which then perhaps 
was less encumbered than at i)resent with the thick jungle which 
lines its whole length — that the multitude gjithered by the 
season the land,” whilst He was stepping into “the boat\” 
From tlie boat of passage, that lay close by for the purpose, He 
addressed to them His teaching in parables ;* and they stood 
“on the ‘beach*.’” On the same ‘beach*,’ whether of the 
delicate texture of sand and shells which lines the northern 
shores, or the rougher shingle that distinguishes the rest, the 
scene took phice described in the last chapter of the Gosi^el 
according to St. John. There was the little crew in their boat 
on the waters of the lake. The early dawn had broken ^ reveal- 
ing, as it does, every cleft and broken cliff in distinct propor- 
tions all down the rocky sides of its enclosing hills. On the 
beach ” stood the solitary figure ; and through the stillness of 
the morning air, not yet disturbed by the waking hum of the 
surrounding villages, came the gentle voice calling, after the 
manner of the East, “ Children,” and bidding them cast their 

wide nets into the lake once more. Then came the sudden 

% 

* Matt. xiii. 47 ; xvii. 27. ® eiri rhv alyia\6y. Ibid. 2, 

^ Luke V. 1, 2, 4. ® Mark iv. 1. ® tlsrhy alyia\6y, John xxi. 4. 

< €is rh vkoiov. Malt. xiii. 1. ^ rro<aias y€ydu4yrj5. Jobu xxi. 4. 



rusb of fish into the net, “ so that they were not able to draw 
it*,** and the recognition of the Lord. Peter, resuming the dress 
which, like eastern boatmen, he had thrown off whilst struggling 
with the net, leaped into the lake, and dashed through the shallow 
water to the shore, whilst his companions in the lesser boat*, in 
which alone they could approacl^ the beach, dragged the net> 
and Peter, as he “ went up**’ out of the water, took it from their 
hands, and spread it on the level shore. 

Again, a remarkable feature of the lake must always have 
been the concentration of varied life and activity in a basin so 
closely surrounded with desert solitudes. The plain of Gen- 
nesareth, enjoying its tropical climate, even now presents ^ 
striking contrast to the bare hills, thinly dotted here and there 
with scanty grass, which embrace it. In ancient times, this 
near contrast of Life and Death, i^opulation and solitude, must 
have been brought to its highest pitch. It was those “ desert 
places,*’ thus close at hand, on tbe table-lands, or in the ravines 
of the eastern and western ranges, which seem to be classed 
under tbe common name of “the mountain,’* that gave the 
opportunities of retirement for rest or prayer. “ Eising up 
early in tlie morning while it was yet dark,** or “passing over to 
the other side in a boat,** He sought those solitudes, sometimes 
alone, sometimes with His disciples. The lake in this double 
aspect is thus a reflex of that union of energy and I’est, of active 
labour and deep devotion, which is the essence of Christianity, 
as it was of the life of Him in whom that union was first taught 
and shown. 

This brings us to the consideration of the more particular 
scenes of which traces may be found. To the southern ex- 
tremity there is no record that our Lord ever went. Tiberias, 
its chief city, was so nearly a Eomau colony, its site, on the 
remains of an ancient burial-ground, so offensive to Jewish 
Bcruples\ that He who was sent to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel would probably not have spent His labour in its 
jprecinots. It was also but just rising into importance*. 

^ John xxi. (). is the tendency of modern Greek to snb- 

2 John xxi. 8. ry vXoiapitp, as dis- stitute diminutives everywhere. Comp, 
iinguished from ir\o?oy. Yet perhaps urapiou Matt, xiv. 57. 

^is can hardly bo insisted op. ^ John ® ayifirj. John xxi. 11. 
vi. 22, where vKoidpiov is undoubtedly * Jos, Ant. XVIII. ii. 8. 

applied to the same vessel which, in ^ Hobinson, Lat. Kes. 34$. 

verses 17, 19, 21, is called wAotei'. It 
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To the eastern side, however, several visits are described; 
two, it may be three, of such importance as to require special 
notice. The eastern shores of the lake have been so slightly 
visited and described, that any comparison of their features 
with the history must necessarily be precarious. Yet one 
general characteristic of that shore, as compared with the 
western side, has been indicated, which probably existed in 
ancient times, though in a less degree than at present — namely, 
Th J> rt desert character. Partly this arises from its nearer 
exposure to the Bedouin tribes ; partly from its less 
abundance of springs and streams. There is no recess in the 
eastern hills ; no towns along its banks corresponding to those 
in the Plain of Gennesareth. Thus this wilder region became 
a natural- refuge from the active life of the western shores. It 
was when He saw great multitudes about Him that “ He 
gave commandment to depart unto the other and again 

He "said, ** Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while ; for there were many coming and going, and they 
had no leisure so much as to eat*.” The first of these occa- 
sions was in the morning. His immediate followers sent away 
the multitude, and took Plim even as He was in “ the boat*.” 
A crowd of lesser vessels were also on the lake, and there 
occurred one of those incidents to which every mountain- 
lake more or less, and the Sea of Galilee from its situation 
especially, is subject. Through one of the deep ravines, which 
have been described as breaking through the hills to the shore, 

The storm ** came down a storm of wind* ” on the lake, 

which becomes from end to end white with foam, 
whilst the waves rise* into the air in columns of spray. In a 
moment the still lake was roused as by “an earthquake*,” 
and the waves filled the boat; in a moment, when **He 
rebuked the wind,” “ there was a great calm*.” Almost every 
feature* in the story which follows can be traced to the locality. 
The demoniac described by St. Mark and St. Luke, is indeed 
such as might have been found on either side of the lake. He 
is the exact counterpart of the wild maniac at Tiberias described 

* Matt, viit 18. ^ Mark It. 39. 

® Mark vi, 81. ® Mark iv. 30. * Here I follow Lord Cindsay's ac- 

* \ci(\wp Mjiiov, Luke viii. 23. count implicitly. He is the only tra- 

^ ^ 1 am informed by eye-witnesses Teller who has carefully describe the 

of such a storm. eastern shores. I saw these places Only 

^ Matt. Till. 24. from the wesv. 

♦ 
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by Epiplianius*, who, like the Gadarene deinouiac, refused 
all clothing, and wandered about the city. But the The demo- 
particulars are such as specially suit one spot only on 
the eastern side, the central ravine of the WA-dy Fik nearly 
opposite Tiberias. The ‘‘ tombs,” from which the demoniac 
issued the moment that he saw the boat touch the shore, would 
be those hewn in the rock on the approach to the ancient city, 
whether of Gamala* or Hippos, which still crowns a height at 
the top of the ravine. They are not (as is the case with the 
tombs of Gadara near the south-eastern extremity of the lake) 
behind, but in front, of the town, on the side of the “ road ” 
leading up to it through the ravine from the lake, and thus in 
conformity with the account which implies that the inhabitants 
of the city only learned what had happened after all was over. 
“ In the tombs,” and ‘‘in the mountain” which overhung the 
lake, the demoniac dwelt, and in his wilder paroxysms was 
driven beyond them into the wilderness ; ” that is, into the 
eastern Desert which succeeds to these very hills. Upon the 
lower slopes* of the hills, on those grassy slopes which a strain- 
ing eye can discern even from the western side, the vast herd of 
two thousand swine were feeding, — a feature of the scene which 
could hardly have occurred except amongst the Gen- 
tile settlers on tlie Eastern shores ^ as in like maimer stmctioaof 
the Latin name of “Legion,” by which the demoniac 
called himself, is the expression of a foreign image. The “ cliff ‘ ” 
down which the frantic herd rushed into the lake, must have been. 


' Adv. Hjfir. i. 10. 

2 Origen says that most of the MSS. of 
Matt. viii. 28, in his time had Gadara 
or Gerasa ; neither of which spots agreed 
with the scene ; but that there was a 
place, Gergesa^ near which a rock was 
actually pointed out as the scene of the 
event. It is a case nearly analogous to 
the choice between the readings of Jktha- 
bar a and Bethany^ in John i. 28, for the 
sake of which Origen adduces it. (See 
Chapter VII. p. 310.) At the same time 
Xc6pa rS>v FaBapijuuj/ or repao-jjviv, may 
mean only “ the district of which (^dara 
'(or Gerasa) is the capital.” 

* irpbf rd Uprty “nigh — ‘ at’ — the moun- 
tains.” Markv. 11. 

* tcardrov Kprufivov. Markv. 13; Luke 
viii. 33. Elliott (Travels, ii. 838) describes 
the rocks here as precipices. Inhere is, 
however, no such expression in the more 


trustworthy account of Lord Lindsay. 
Since my first edition, this spot has been 
explored by two separate parties of British 
travellers, in 1801 and in 1863. Their 
accounts vary considerably from each other, 
and from Lord Lindsay’s. They agree in 
denying the existence of precipices, and in 
describing a considerable distance between 
the hills and the lake, which, if this be the 
locality, can only be explained either by 
the retirement of the waters since the event 
occurred, or by an inaccuracy of expression 
in the Evangelical narrative. Dr, Thom- 
.soQ (Land and Book, 370) places the 
event atthe W4dy Semak, a little farther 
north, where the i)lain is narrower, and 
where there are tombs visible in the face 
of the mountain, to which he states that 
the name Gersa is still attached. In other 
respects, however, 1 am told that the Wikdy 
Ilk is more suitable. 
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AS already implied, not an abrupt precipice, but one of those 
rocky faces into which the slopes, especially of the eastern 
hills, break away, and such as are found in this instance, though 
not descending sheer into the lake itself, yet perhaps sufficiently 
near to account for the expression of the Evangelist. 

The other great occasion of a visit to the eastern Shore, was 
that on which* the multitudes were fed. Everything feeding 
points to the north-eastern extremity of the lake, of the mul- 
There, whilst Jesus went in a boat straight acrosg “to 
the other side,” the multitudes would be able to go on foot 
from the villages of the Plain of Gennesareth, along the shore 
round the head of the lake. “ Bethsaida” is the * eastern city 
of that name, which, from the importance of the new city, 
Julias, built there by Philip the Tetrarch, would give its name 
to the surrounding Desert tract; its old appellation lingering 
in the mouths of the Galilean peasants, just as “Acco^^ and 
“Bfeth-gebra^^ have to this day persisted in spite of “Ptolemais^^ 
and “ Eleutheropolis.^^ Its site is discernible on the lower slope 
of the hill which overhangs the rich plain at the mouth of the 
Jordan. The ‘‘ desert place” was either the green tableland which 
lies half-way up the hill, immediately above Bethsaida — or else 
in the parts of the plain not cultivated by the hand of man, would 
be found the “ much ®green grass still fresh in the spring^ of 
the year, when this event occurred, before it had faded away in 
the summer sun — the tall grdss which, broken down by the feet 
of the thousands there gathered together, would make as it w^ere 
‘couches*’ for them to recline upon. Overhanging the i^lain was 
“the mountain®” range of Golan, on whose heights “Jesus sat 
with His disciples,” and saw the multitude coming to them ; and 
to which, when the feast was over. He again retired. The con- 
trary wind, which, blowing up the lake from the south-west, 
would prevent the boat from returning to Capernaum, would also 
bring “other boats” from Tiberias, the chief city on the south, 
to Julias, the chief city on the north, and so enable the multi- 
tudes, when the storm had subsided, to cross at once, without 
the long journey on foot which they had made the day before^ 

^ See a good article in the Journal of * JobnTi. 4. The PassoTer • . . tras 
Sacred Literature, Tiii. p. 854. nigh.’* ^ icAioriar. Mar^vi. 89, 40. 

* For the distinction of the eastern and ® John ti. 8 — 15. 

western Bethsaida, see Reland, 564. ^ John vi. 16 — 24. Compare Blunt’s 

^ Mark yi. 39 ; and John vi. 10. Veracity of the Gbspels, p. 68. 
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But the most sacred region of tlie lake — shall we not say of 
the world ? — ^is the little plain of Gennesareth, which 
has been already mentioned, on the western shore. Few of Genne* 
scenes have undergone a greater change. Of all the 
numerous towns and villages in what must liave* been the most 
thickly-peopled district of Palestine, one only remains. A col- 
lection of a few hovels stands at the south-eastern corner of the 
plain, — its name (Mejdel), hardly altered from the ancient Mag- 
dala or Migdol * — so called, probably, from a watch-tower, of 
which ruins appear to remain, that guarded the entrance of the 
plain. Through its connection with her whom the long opinion of 
the Church identified with the penitent sinner, the name of that 
ancient tower has now been incorporated into all the languages 
of Europe. A large solitary thorn-tree stands beside it. Its 
situation, otherwise unmarked, is dignified by the high lime- 
stone cliiBf which overhangs it on the south-west, perforated 
with* caves, recalling by a curious, though doubtless uninten- 
tional coincidence, the scene of Correggio's celebrated picture. 
A clear stream rushes past it into the lake, issuing in a tangled 
thicket of thorn and willow from a deep ravine at the back of 
the plain, — the Wddy Ham&m or “Valley of Doves/^ so called, 
perhaps, from the complicated caverns with which the rocks 
are honeycombed, in Josephus's time the stronghold of robbers, 
now probably of wild pigeons. iVt the head of this ravine, is 
visible from most points of view in the plain, the horned plat- 
form of the Mount of the Beatitudes, rising from the tableland 
on which stood Beth-arbel*. Two other ravines open on the plain 
through its western barrier, which is formed of green swelling 
lulls, slightly broken by rocky crests. The plain itself is level, 
and everywhere cultivated. Another stream flows through it 
from the noi’t!!- western, as that of Magdala from its south- 
western ravine; joined at its entrance into the plain by a third, 
from the most copious spring of the whole region, now, from 


^ Lightfoot (ii. 308) placed Magdala on 
the eastern side. But “ Magdala” is pos- 
sibly the same as “Migdal-el,” in Joshua 
xix. 38, and, if so, in the territory of 
. Naphtali, that is, on the western side. The 
distance of Mejdel from Tiberias agrees 
vith that given in the Midrash for Mag- 
dala. (See Schwarz, p. 189.) But, except 
In the name Magdalene, the word Magdala 


nowhere occurs in the authentic text of 
the Gospels. In Matt. xv. 31), where the 
received text reads Magdala, the best MSS. 
read Magadan. See Magdala” in the 
Dictionary of the Bible. 

* Probably the cave of Teliman or 
Talrnanutha* (Schwarz, p. 189.) 

3 Hosea x. 14. 
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its large circular basin’, called tlie ** Bound Fountain/* There 
is yet a fourth, of equal breadth, but of shorter course, which, 
rising under a gigantic fig-tree, from which it derives its name, 
the Spring of the * Fig-tree,** falls into the lake at the nortli- 
eastern extremity of the plain, close by a high projecting rock, 
which overhangs the ruins of a solitary khan (Khan Minyeh). This 
rock is cut through in every direction, probably for an aque- 
duct. Beyond it, the hills, though always leaving a beach, 
again advance close to the lake. This is the northern 
boundary of the plain. A valley succeeds, which contains a 
foaming stream, marked by a ruined mill (Tabighah), and a 
deep cylindrical well (Tannur Eyfib).* Further on, near the 
head of the lake, the fragments of two large edifices amongst 
the jungle of huge thistles, known by the name of Tell Hum, 
complete the signs of human habitation on the western shores. 

In*some part of this region the home of Christ was situated. 
The illustrations which it furnishes to His parables and 
teaching are numerous and decisive, and shall be mentioned 
in speaking of that subject as a whole\ But there is nothing to 
enable us to fix with certaint}'’ the precise spots of the history of 
His residence. It would almost seem as if the woe pronounced 
against Capernaum had been literally fulfilled, as if the doom of 
^ the cities of the southern sea had been visited upon 

vftp6n]iauni. 

those of the north; as if it had been more tolerable for 
“the land of Sodom’* in the day of its earthly judgment than 
for Capernaum. It has been indeed more terrible in one sense; 
for the name, and perhaps even the remains of Sodom, are still 
to be found on the shores of the Dead Sea, whilst that of Caper- 
naum* has, on the Lake of Gennesareth, been utterly lost. And 
in pronouncing that woe it is possible that the comparison may 
have been suggested by the likeness, which I have noticed. 


^ I saw it in 1862. It is on a slight 
elevation, and fenced in by masonry, — 
resembling the springs at Ras-el-ain, near 
Tyre. It is described by Pococke (ii. 71) 
and Robinson (iii. 283). 

* In 1862 the large fig-tree had fallen ; 
Uiree smaller ones remained. 

* This name means * ‘ The oven of Job. ” 

< See Chapter XIII. 

® Capernaum has at different times 
been fixed — 1. at Medjel (Egmont) ; 2. at 
Khan Minyeh (Quaresmius and Robin- 
son); 8, at the Round Fountain (De 


Saulcy, ii. 407) ; 4, at Tell Hfim (Smwulf, 
p. 47, Williams, in Dr. Smith’s Oeog. 
Diet.) ; 5. at the Tell on the north end 
of the lake (Dr. Tregelles). The Round 
Fountain best corresponds to the spring 
of Caphar Nahum in Josephus. In favour 
of Tell Hfim, are the name and the ruins. 
But, on the whole, Khan Minyeh com- 
bines more probabilities tb|^ any other 
single spot : in the plain of Gennesareth, 
yet not actually on the sea-shore (Rpiph. 
Adv. Hser., ii. p. 438) — with a spring 
close by, and supported by a chain of tra- 
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between what must then have been the appearance of the cities 
of the Plain of Gennesareth— (as is still, to a certain extent, the 
appearance of its outward features) — and what must have been 
in early ages the aspect of the Vale of Siddim. Still, it would 
be contrary to the general spirit of prophecy, whether in the Old 
or New Testament, to press this argument too far\ The woe 
here, as elsewhere, was doubtless spoken, not against the walls 
and houses of these villages, but against those who dwelt within 
them; and, as a matter of fact, it would appear that the doomed 
cities did survive the terrible curse for many generations. There 
is no reason to doubt that the site at least of Capernaum was 
pointed out in the fourth century, when a church was built there 
by Joseph, Count of Tiberias*. It has since j^erished, with all 
tlie other sites of these Galilean towns, in the desolation which 
Arab hordes have brought on this once flourishing district. Yet, 
although its disappearance cannot, in view of these facts, be safely 
ascribed to a direct judgment, there is another point of view in 
which it is worthy of notice. To any thoughtful student of the 
Gospel History it would have seemed that, of all places there 
I'ecorded, the scene of our Lord's permanent residence, of His 
home for the three most important years of His life, would have 
been regarded as far more worthy of preservation, than any other 
spot connected with His earthly course. None other could have 
witnessed so many of His works and words. To no other could 
His disciples have returned with such fond and familiar recol- 
lections, as that where they first became acquainted with Him,- 
and which had witnessed the greater part of their intercourse 
with Him. Yet it is this which has passed away, without even 
a memorial or tradition to mark its place. The Sea of Galilee, 
with its towns, became, as we have seen, sacred in the eyes of 
the Jewish nation of a later time ; and to their zeal we owe the 
retention of the names, and to some extent, the buildings, of Ti- 
berias and of Magdala, and the two structures — probably syna- 
gogues — which are still visible at Tell Hum. But the Christian 
Church seems hardly to havetmade an efibrt to seek or to re- 
cover what ought to have been its historical sanctuaries on these 
wonderful shores*. This neglect may in part have arisen from 

ditlon from Arcnlf to Qaarcsmius (see * Bpiphaniu^ Adv. H»r, i. 11, 

Bobinsoa’s Lat. Ees. p. 348—858), ^ The few traditional localities on the 

^ See Ohapto VI. lake are manifestly wrong. 1. The Latia 



the difficulty of securing a hold regions so firmly occupied by 
a hostile race, and so constantly exposed to Arab depredations. 
But in part it must have been caused by the attention which 
in the earlier and the middle ages of the Church was fixed on 
questions connected rather with the Nativity and D^ath, than 
with the Life and Works of Christ. Compared with Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, and Jerusalem, it maybe almost said that, not merely 
in sacred geography, but in the language and thoughts of 
Christendom, Capernaum is an unknown name. It is gone, and, 
in its very destruction, remains a warning that for the preser- 
vation even of the holiest places no special interposition is to be 
expected ; that we must be content with general, not particular 
certainty. As at Jerusalem, so also in Galilee*. It is gone; and 
the little care which has been taken to perpetuate or recover 
the site, is a type of the unequal interest and knowledge 
atrakened at various times by large portions of the Evangelical 
history and Evangelical doctrine, as originally delivered. 


NOTE. 

ON THE CITIES OF OENNESA-EETH. 

I HATE forborne to enter on the question of the sites of Capernaum; 
Chorazin, and Bethsaida; — both from the great obscurity which 
hangs over it, and from the belief that the general scene of Our Lord’s 
ministrations had been sufficiently ascertained by the identification of 
the Ghuweir with the Plain of Gennesareth. My attention has since 
been called to two articles by Mr. Thrupp and Dr. Tregelles in the 
Journal of Classical and Sacred Literature, which endeavour to trans- 
fer Gennesareth to the Batihah at the north end of the lake. The 
arguments used are sufficient to make this region deserving of greater 
attention than it has hitherto received ; and, if it should eventually 
prove to be Gennesareth, many of the general considerations urged in 
the foregoing chapter would apply to it no less than to the Ghuweir. 
But at present I see no adequate reason for abandoning the view 
usually entertained; and for 'which, after having visited the northern 

Churoli at Tiberias (a dependency on the ^ of tbe Gospel narrative, was probably 
Iiatin Convent at Nazaretb) represents ^ selected for the convenience of pilgrims, 
the scenes of Matt. xiv. 3 1-34,* of Matt, who could not cross to the eastern side, 
xvii. 27, and of John xxi. 15, all of which and becauseof the five basaltic rocks, which 
are expressly stated to have occurred else- are supposed to represent the five loaves, 

where. 2. The spot of the feeding of the 3. The scene of the demoniacs was fixed at 

five thousand is pointed out in the ravine the rock of Khan Minyeh ; also, doubtless, 
between Hattin and Tiberias. This, for the convenience of the western side, 

which is contradicted by the whole tenor ^ See Chapter XIV. p. 442. 
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plain in 1862, the reasons appear to tne still more decisive than before. 
There is no appearance of habitation or even cultivation on that plain. 
Its marked feature is the Jordan and its tributary streams, of which 
there is no mention in Josephus’s account of Gennesareth; and the 
swamp produced by them, whilst it agrees exactly with his account oi 
his accident at the north of the lake, has no relation to anything that 
he had said of Gennesareth. Add to this the powerful arguments for 
the identification of Capernaum with Khan Minyeh (Sobinson, hi. 
848 — 355. Bethsaida may be identified with Tabighah, and the 
recent discoveries of Captain Wilson, in behalf of the Palestine 
Exploration Fund, render it probable that Chorazin is to be traced 
in the name of Kerazeh, where there are considerable ruins. 



CHAPTER XI, 


ms USS OF HBSOM ADD THE 80HE0B3 OF TIB JOEDAH. 

* ' Judges xviii. 9, 10, 29. ** Arise, that we may go up against them r for 
wo have seen the land, and behold, it is very good. When ye go, ye shall 
come unto a people secure, and to a large land : for God hath given it into 
your hands ; a place where there is no want of any thing that is in the 

earth And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of 

Dan their father, who was bom unto Israel : howbeit the name of the city 
was Laish at the hrsf 

Matt. xvi. 18. ** Jesus came into the coasts of Ciesarea Philippi* ’ 


I. Upper valley of the Jordan— Kedesh-Naphtali— II. Lake of Merom— 
Battle of Merora— III. Sources of the Jordan.—!. Dan,— 2. Owsarea- 
Philippi— Hazor—PaneaS*— The Transfiguration. 



THE LAKE OF MEROM AND THE SOIJECES 
OF THE JORDAN. 


The Sea of Galilee, as we have seen, has no sacred associ- 
ations but those of the New Testament. One peaceful 
Presence dwells undisturbed on its shores and its ley of the 
waters from end to end. But the moment that the 
traveller emerges from its basin, he finds himself once more in 
the scenes of the old wars of the earliest times. The last 
object which he saw on the south, before descending into its 
deep basin, was the encampment of Barak; and now, on ascend- 
ing and advancing northwards, he is again amidst the troubled 
times of Joshua and the Judges. 

Mounting from the shores of the Plain of Gennesareth, 
wider and wider glimpses of the lake open before he sees it for 
the last time. The broad opening at its southern end marks 
the rapid descent of the Jordan valley; Tabor, with the Mount 
of the Beatitudes as an outpost, is long visible above it. Over 
the wild green hills which skirt the feet of the commanding 
heights of Safed, he reaches the long undulating plain enclosed 
between the two lines of Anti-Libanus — the uppermost stage of 
the Jordan. The northern horizon is closed by Hermon, with 
its double ’ snow-clad peak, and beyond by Lebanon with, its 
many heads, in the further distance. 

On the eastern range, which still retains its horizontal 
character, was Golan (of which the name is preserved), the 
sanctuary of the trans-Jordanic Manasseh^. On the western, 
which is broken and varied, are perched here and Eangesof 
there castles of crusading celebrity, but mostly with- Mai 
out any ancient interest, Tibnin, Hunin and Bel- osseh, 
fort, which, from the masonry of their lower walls, appear to 
have been built on ancient Canaanite or Jewish foundations. 

* Hen^ie the plural number, **Her* ® Deut. iv. 48; Josh, xx. 8; xxi, 27 
monites,*’ or “Hermous,** used in Psalm —.-now Djaulan* 
xlu. 6. 
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The cities of this region may aU be characterised as standing on 
rocky spurs or ridges, above peaceful green basins, high among 
Kedesh- the hills*. Of these the most remarkable is *Kedesh- 
Naphtali. Naphtali, the birth-place of Barak; the sanctuary, as 
its name implies, of the great tribe of Naphtali, by which the 
whole of this western range was occupied. The modern village 
crowns the hill. The fragments of columns on this hill — the 
tombs of every kind in the valley behind, and on the platform in 
front of the village — the ruins of two considerable structures 
on the same platform — constitute together the largest amount 
of ancient vestiges that are to be found in any of the cities of 
' Galilee. The green plain which extends north and south of 
the platform and hill of the village is studded with terebinths, 
in sufficient numbers to illustrate the scene of Jael's encamp- 
ment under trees of this kind on this very spot. 

11. But it is on the plain and its river that the main his- 
torical interest is concentrated. The plain is broken by wild 
downs, studded with Arab encampments — covered with count- 
less herds of cattle — chiefly the bulls and “ buffaloes* of 
Hermon and Bashan, which wander over the wide plain, and 
wallow or repose at full length in the copious streams, here 
as elsewhere in the Jordan valley, descending from the western 
declivities. The rocks liere begin to exchange the gray colour 
of the limestone formation, of Central Palestine for the dark 
basalt — the “iron^^ as it was called in ancient days — of Bashan\ 
In the centre of this plain, half morass*, half tarn, lies the 
uppermost lake of the Jordan, about seven miles long, and in 
its greatest width six miles broad, the mountains slightly com- 
pressing it at either extremity, surrounded by an almost 
impenetrable jungle of reeds*, abounding in wild fowl; the 
sloping hills near it scoured by herds of gazelles. 

^ See Forrest, in Journal of American is the largest marsh I have ever seen * 
Oriental Society, ii. 242, 244. (Account of the sources of the Jordan, by 

* Robinson, iii. 365. Judges iv. 6. the Rev, W. hi, Thomson, whose descrip- 
® The “buffalo” is the reem (mis- tion of this region in the third volume 
translated “unicorn'’) of the Old Testa- of the Bibliotheca Sacra (1846), is by far 
ment. The pilgrim Willibald (Early the best extant. See also chapter xv. of 
Travelers, p. 17) describes them as his Land and Book). It is, perhaps, in this 
gigantic riieep. marshy region, rather than in the present 

4 For the question whether the word Abil'f that we ought to^A^k for Abel 
dosoft is derived from this, its main seat in Bethmaachah, also called Abel-Maim — 
see Yon Raumeris Pal&stina, the meadow of wcUert, 2 Kings xv. 29 ; 
S4. 2 0hr. xvi. 4. 

^ “The whole plain, taken together, ^ “I asked an Arab if I could not 
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ThisJake^ now called Huleh, in old times bore name of 
Merom, and afterwards of Samachon, both probably XAkBsd 
from its upland situation, — “ The High Lake*/* On* Merom, 
its shores was fought, the third and last conflict of Joshua with 
the Canaanites, After the capture of Ai and the battle of 
Beth-horon, which secured to him the whole of the Battle of 
south and centre of Palestine, a final gathering of the Merom. 
Canaanite races took place in the extreme north, under the 
king, who bore the hereditary title of Jabin*; and the name of 
whose city, Hazor, still lingers at the head of the plain, and in 
the surrounding hills. Round him were assembled the heads 
of all the tribes who had not yet fallen under Joshua’s sword. 
As the British chiefs were driven to the Land’s End before the 
advance of the Saxon, so at this Land*s End of Palestine were 
gathered for this last struggle, not only the kings of the north 
in the immediate neighbourhood, but from the Desert-valley of 
the Jordan south of the sea of Galilee, from the maritime plain 
of Philistia, from the heights above Sharon, and from the still 
unconquered Jehus, to the Hivite who dwelt in the valley of 


reacli the lake through the swamp. He 
regarded me with surprise for some time, 
as if to ascertain whether I was ia earnest, 
and then, lifting his hand, swore by the 
Almighty, the Great, that not even a wild 
boar could get through** (Thomson). 

* See Reland’s Palestine, p. 262. This 
explanation of Merom is undoubted. 
Three exjilanations are given of Sama^ 
chorif by which it is called in Josephus 
(Bell. Jud. III. X. 7; IV. i. 1) and 
all later writers. 1. From the Arabic 
Samakf ^^high,** and thus a translation 
of Merom, 2. From the Chaldaic iSawait, 
“red,** in allusion to its muddy waters, 
as distinct from the clear basin of the Sea 
of Galilee. 3. From the Arabic Samachf 
“a fish,** This last, in itself reason- 
able, becomes improbable* from the &ct 
that it could hardly be given as a dis- 
tinctive epithet, in comparison \^ith the 
plentiful fisheries of the Lake of Gen- 
nesareth. 4. From JSabac, “a thorn," 
so called from the thorny jungle round it. 
(See Lightfoot, Chorograph. Ant. i. 4 ; 
ii. 5.) It is called Sabac in the Baby- 
lonian, Samac in the Jerusalem Talmud, 
by the same interchange as J amnia and 
Johnia. {lb, ii- 15.) .The name of UvUhy 
as applied to the lake, is as old as the 
Crusades. (Robinson, iii. 856.) But as 
applied to the vicinity, it is at least as 
old as the Cfaiistian era. Josephus states 


(Ant. XV, X. 3) that Augustus gave 
Herod OuXdffay xal IlayiaSa, and ObxMi 
is clearly the Greek form of Huleh, as 
(Ant. I. vL 4) is of Hid in Gtenesii 
X. 23. (Fleischer, in Zeitsebrift P. M. G., 
ii. 428.) If it is called after this Hvly 
the patriarch, we may compare the tomb 
of Sitteh Hulcfiy the Lady Huloh, near 
Baalbec. It would seem that the whole 
country is called by this name, Beled-el- 
Hilleh (see Schwarz, 41), and the Lake, 
therefore, is probably called from the dis- 
trict, and not vice wrsd. The Ghawarineh 
Arabs on its banks call it the Lake of 
El-Mallahah (the salt), and so it is called 
by William of Tyre (iviii. 13 ; see Netr- 
bold, Joum. As. Soc. xvi. 1^, possibly 
from the saline crust which Burckhardt 
describes on its south-west shores (i, 316) . 
This probably is the explanation of 
name of Mellahah given to the clear 
spring at its north-west extremity, and 
which was so called as being held by the 
neighbouring Arabs to be the source of 
the lake. Schwarz speaks of it (p. 29) 
as Ain Malka (“spring of the King**), 
Another name given by the Arabs to this 
lake, from the fertility of its shores, is 
Bahr Hit (the Sea of Wheat). In John 
vi. 1, the lake of Gennesareth is called 
**the sea of Galilee, of Tiberias,*^ imply- 
ing that Herom was also called “a sea of 
Galilee.** ^Josh. xi, 1. 
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Baalbec . . . • ^^under Hermon;’’ all these ‘‘went out, they 
and all their hosts with them, even as the sand is upon the sea* 
shore in multitude, - . . and when all these kings were met 
together, they came and pitched together at the waters of 
Merom to fight against Israel The new and striking feature 
of this battle, as distinct from those of Ai and Gibeon, consisted 
in the “ horses and chariots very many,” which now for the 
first time appear in the Canaanite warfare : and it was the use 
of these which probably fixed the scene of the encampment by 
the lake, along whose level shores they could have full play for 
their force. It was this new phase of war which called forth 
the special command to Joshua, nowhere else recorded: “ Thou 
shalt hough their horses, and burn their chariots with fire.” 
Nothing is told us of his previous movements. All that we 
know is, that on the eve of the battle he was within a day’s 
march of the lake. On the morrow, by a sudden descent, like 
that which had raised the siege of Gibeon, he and all the people 
of war “ fell like a thunderbolt upon them in the “ moun- 
tain*” slopes of the plain, before they had time to rally on the 
level gromid. In the sudden panic “ the Lord delivered them 
into the hand of Israel, who smote them, and chased them ” 
westward over the mountains above the gorge of the Leontes 
“to Sidon,” and eastward to the “plain” of “Massoch”or 
“Mizpeh\” The rout was complete, and the cavalry and 
chariots which had seemed so formidable were visited with 
special destruction. The horses were hamstrung, and the 
chariots burned with fire. And it is not till the revival of the 
city of Hazor, under the second Jabin, long afterwards *, that 
they once more appear in force against Israel, descending as 
now, from this very plain. Far over the western hills Joshua 


^ Joshua xi. 5. 

* **Fellf** Joshua xi. 7. So the word 
is to be literally^ understood, as in the 
corresponding passage, Jobi. 15, “The 
8abeans/eW upon them.” 

3 Joshua xi. 7. The LXX reads, 
i^4v§<ray iit* adroifF iu ry ope ivy; 
adding apparently after or instead 
(d ona. 

* This is still further fixed by the use 
of the word JBikak, then, as now, the 
name for the plain of Gmle-Syria, and 
also by the precise description of it 


(x. 17), “The * plain ’ of Lebanon under 
Hermon.” In this case the eastward 
direction (verse 8) is spoken of in refer- 
ence to Sidon ; and Baal Gad will be the 
Temple of the God of Destiny (Gad) in 
Baalbec. (See Bitter, iv. 229.) Mizpeh, 
or (LXX) Massoch, will then be some 
place in this plain. Misrephoth-maim 
cannot be identified ; but its name (“the 
flow of waters”) is naturailiy applied to 
the rise or to the exit of the Leontes from 
the Valley of Baalbec. 

^ Judg. iv. 2. 
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pursued the flying host, before he turned back,’’ and took 
Hazor,” and burned it*’ to the ground*. The battle of the 
Lake of Merom was to the north, what the battle of Beth- 
horon had been to the south ; — more briefly told, less complete 
in its consequences, but still the decisive conflict by which the 
four northern tribes were established in tlie south of Lebanon ; 
by which Gtililee, with its sacred Sea, and the manifold con- 
sequences therein involved, was included within the limits of 
the Holy Land. 

III. The Lake of Merom no more appears in history®. But 
its geographical interest, at which we have already glanced, as 
the point from which the Jordan finally issues in its do^vnward 
course, carries us on to the springs of those immortal Sources of 
streams, which here, for the first time, unite in one tiieJorOaii. 
unbroken and distinct river. The undulating plain still con- 
tinues, but narrowing as it approaches its head, and increasing 
in richness of soil and cultivation, till it. almost resembles tlie 
Plain of Gennesareth, in the rank luxuriance of its feathery 
reeds and thorn, and thickets of oleander ; marking, however, 
the difference of elevation by lier^ exhibiting only their green 
foliage, at a time when those on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee were already blazing with their red blossoms®. Here, 
for the same reason, the vegetation is distinguished from tliat 
of the Jordan on its low^er level ; and whereas in the hot Glior, 
it flows through a thicket of \villows and tamarisks, in these 
upper regions its foliage is the same as that of the Leontes, 
sycomores and oleanders\ This mass of vegetation implies 
that we are approaching the watershed of Palestine. Besides 
the clear springs which have been pouring down their full-grown 
streams into the valley from the western ranges, we now find 
countless rills winding through the reedy jungles and tlie rich 
fields of millet, corn, and sweet peas, from the hills which 


^ Joshua XU 10, 11. 

- The name of Joshua is preserved in 
a local ti'adition, which points out the tom6 
of Yusha (Joshua) near Mellahah, at its 
north-west extremity, still visited by the 
Shiah sect of the Metawileh. It is described 
by Forrest (Journal of American Oriental 
Society, 1849, ii. 242), and Van de Velde, 
1852 {ii. 416). Also it appears in the 


mountain Tel Farash (Farash being an 
Arabic name for Joshua), on the east of 
the plain. (Schwarz, 60.) 

3 I am speaking of April 6, 1853. From 
these^ in part at least, must have been 
derived the Greek name of Daphne given 
by Josephus, B. J. IV. i 1, to a place al 
or near Dan. 

* See Van de Velde, ii. 488. 
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to close the plain, upon the nor^. Then descends, 
under deep shades of sycomore, the turbid torrent of the 
Hasbeya, which rushing from far up in the heights of Anti- 
Libanus, through a deep gorge of basalt, may claim, in a strictly 
scientific sense, to be the parent stream of the whole valley*. 
And now, close above this mass of verdure, its own slopes 
siuinkled with trees, Hennon rises over us, a long ascent of 
snow, like the Sierra Nevada above tlie Vega of Grenada. 

' From these slopes springs the most illustrious of earthly 
streams. It is not always that the sources of great rivers 
correspond to the future course of tlieir progeny. 
Bourceof But those of the Jordan meet every requirement, 
at Tei-el-^^ Geographically they might be perhaps sought else- 
Kadi. 'where ; but historically, the sight of the springs which 
we have now reached, at once vindicates and explains their claim. 

1., The first and westernmost is at the foot of a green 
eminence, overgrown with shrubs. From its north-west comer, 
a magnificent spring, — the exemplar, so to spealc, of all those 
tributaries that we have seen along its banks from En-Gedi 
upwards, — bursts forth into a wide crystal pool, sending forth 
at once a wide crystal uiver through the valley. It receives, as 
it winds round the hill, another burst of many rills, creeping 
out from underneath the roots of a venerable oak, which by its 
swe and beauty carries one back to that of Mamre in the far 
south, and which is still in a manner consecrated by spreading 
its branches over the tomb of a Mussulman saint*. It has been 
sometimes asked, why tlie Jordan was not traced to the scnirce 
of the more powerful stream of Hasbeyia, which has just been 
noticed, or confined to the real origin of its unbroken coui’se in 
the Lake of Merom*. No one who has seen the burst of clear 


' Its source, wliich seems to be as 
beautiful aud copious as all the others 
of the valley, is well described by Mr. 
Thompson, (Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. iii.), 
and by Captain Newbold (Joum, As. 
Soc. xvi. 15, 16). 

2 Scbwarz (202) says, hesitatingly, 
that it is said to be the tomb of the 
Prophet Iddo. If, as is probable, Iddo 
was i^he prophet who warned Jeroboam 
at Bethel, this is a curious, yet not un- 
natural, transfer. The modem name of 
the wooded hill is Tel-el-ATociy, generally 
supposed to be the Arabic translation of 


Ban (the Judge). This is perfectly 
reasonable. A similar translation occurs 
in the Turkish aud Greek names of the 
Bitliynian Olympus — Gaziz Boumou — 
Vouno Kaligero; and the Italian and 
Turkish names of Hymettus — Monte 
Matto, Trelo Vouno. But may not the 
name be derived from the tomb of the 
old Mussulman saint ? His name was said 
by our guides to be Jsraik,'^ 

1 use the word **oak^’ lor Hndian, 
See Appendix, Allan. 

^ The source which, in the time of 
Josephus (B. J HI. x. 7), was traced to 
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aixd living water from these gentle shades — so distinot firom the 
turbid rush or stagnant marsh of either of those other claimants, 
r^could hesitate for a moment\ There at once the Israelite 
would recognise the birth-place of his own life-giving and 
mysterious river. 

The hill itself — apparently an extinct crater* — rises from the 
plain with somewhat steep terraces, and a long level top ; and 
from this again, immediately above the spring, rises another 
swelling knoll, with another level top, now strewn with ruins. 
This is the town and the citadel of Dan, the fron- 
tier of the Holy Land — its geological boundaiy also, 
for here, it is said*, tlie limestone of Palestine terminates, 
and the volcanic district of Syria begins. That height com- 
mands the view of the whole rich plain. In the south, the 
Lake of Merom, stretched out like a sheet of water above a 
dam, marks the first descent of the Jordan ; beyond, a deep 
rent in the mountains indicates the yet further outlet, through 
which it plunges into the Sea of Galilee. The eastern hills 
still preserve their horizontal outline, — the western still their 
broken form. Here is explained how, in this sequestered and 
beautiful stronghold, the peoide of Laish “ dwelt secure,*' sepa- 
rated by the huge mass of Lebanon and half of Anti-Lebanon 
from their mother city of Sidon, and “ there was no deliverer 
in their hour of need,” because ‘‘ they were far from Sidon.” 
Up this rich plain came the roving Danites from the south. 
Since the victory of Merom these northern regions had hardly 
been explored ; they saw at once, as we see still, how it was ‘‘ a 
large land,” — “very good,” — “a place where there is no want 
of anything that is in the earth And on this hill, by the 
source of their sacred river, the little colony from the southern 

the circular lake of Phiala, or *Hhe parallel cases in the nomenclature of the 

Bowl,'* is never mentioned in the Scrip- sources of the Barada, Lit&njr, and 

tores, and is now proved to have no Orontes. 

connection with the Jordan; though the ^ See Mr. Thompson’s account (Bib- 
neighbouring Arabs still retain the ancient liotheca Sacra, iii. 197. ) He thinks, 

belief. It is well described by Captain but, as Dr. Robinson shows, without 

Newbold (Journ. As. Soc. xvi. 8 — 10) just cause, that Dan was at Banias. 

(Robinson, Lat. .Res. 400), who also For the further question, whether there 

mentions another source a little to the were two northern Dans, see note at t^ 

east of it, seen only by himself. It end of the chapter, 
appears to be an extinct crater, in a ^ Robinson, Lat. Ees., 891. 
b^in of black basalt.' . ^ Judg. xviii. 9, 10. 

^ Robinson (Lat, Res. 418), notioeB 
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tribe set up their capital, and called it Dan after the name of 
Dan their father*;** and, far removed as it was from all the 
sacred places of the south, there they set up their sanctuary 
also. A miniature Shiloh rose in that beautiful grove— a 
teraphim, and a graven image, and a priesthood of irregular 
creation ; till the time when, after the fall of Shiloh*, and the 
troubled and lawless period of the Judges, such unauthorised 
practices were probably put down by the strong hand of Samuel. 
But a sacred place it still remained ; and there for his remoter 
subjects, Jeroboam first erected the temple with the Golden 
Calf*, for those to whom a pilgrimage to Bethel or Jerusalem 
was alike irksome. 

It is doubtful whether tlie delineation of Dan in Jacob’s 
blessing, relates to the original settlement on the western out- 
skirts of Judah, or to this northern outpost. Herder’s explana- 
tion •will apply almost equally to both. “Dan,” the judge, 
“ shall judge his people he the son of the concubine no less 
.than the sons of Leah, he the frontier tribe, no less than those 
in the places of honour, — shall be “ as one of the tribes of 
Israel.** “ Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the 
path,” — that is, of the invading enemy by the north, or by the 
west — “that biteth the heels of the horse,” — the indigenous 
serpent biting the foreign horse unknown to Israelite warfare, 
“so that his rider shall fall. backwards.” And his war-cry 
as from the frontier fortresses shall be “For thy salvation, 
O Lord, I have waited\” In the blessing of Moses, the southern 
Dan is lost sight of ; the northern Dan alone appears, with the 
same characteristics, though under a difierent image ; “ a lion’s 
whelp” in the far north, as Judah was in the far south : “he 
shall leap* from Bashan,” from the slopes of Hermon, where 
he is couched watching for his prey. 

2. With Dan the Holy Land properly terminates. But the 
easternmost source of the Jordan, about four miles distant, 
is so intimately connected with it both by historical and 

* Jttdg. xviii. 29. Poes. p. 195. , 

* Judg. xviii. 30. “Till the day of * Deut. xxxili. 22. The same warlike 

the captivity of the land/’ t. e. under character is indicated in the name which 
the Philistines (1 Sam. iv. 22). Ewald so long lin.i^ered in the souAem settle- 
(Oesohichte, 2Qd edit. ii. part 2, p. 233) ment, “ Mahaneh-Dan ” — > “ the camp 
reads ‘the Ark,* for “the land.” of Dan.” (See Ewald, vol. ii. part 1, 

A Qea. xlix. 16, 17, 18 ; Herder, Heh. p. 378.) 
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geographical associatioa that we must go forwards yet a 
little way into the bosom of Hermon. Over an un- Upper 
wonted carpet of turf, through liees of every variety theJordan 
of foliage,— through a park-like verdure, which casts a at Bauiaa. 
strangely beautiful interest over this last recess of Palestine, 
the pathway winds, and the snowy top of the mountain itself is 
gradually shut out from view by its increasing nearness, and 
again there is a rush of waters through deep thickets, and 
the ruins of an ancient town — ^not Canaanite, but Eoman — ^rise 
on the hill side ; in its situation, in its exuberance of water, 
its olive-groves, and its view over the distant plain, almost a 
Syrian Tivoli. 

This is Ccesarea Philippi — chosen doubtless on this very 
account, by Philip the Tetrarch, as the site of his villas Csesarea 
and palaces, beside the temple here dedicated by his 
father Herod to the great patron of their family, Augustus 
Ccesar. Yet this, though its chief historical name, is not its 
only one. At the outskirts of the Holy Land it combines* in a 
tangled web all the associations of that land almost fx'om first to 
last. High on the rocky s'loixes above the town still lingers the 
name of Hazor, in the earliest times, as we have seen, 
the capital of Northern Palestine — “ the head* of all ^**'*®*’* 
those kingdoms.” A few rude stone blocks on a rocky eminence 
mark the probable site of the capital of Jabin, and close beside 
it still remains a deep circular grove of ilexes — perhaps the best 
likeness which now exists of the ancient groves so long 
identified with the Canaanitish worship of Astarte. Hard by 
this height of Hazor, but commanding a nearer view of the 
plain, is the Castle of Shubeibeh, the largest of its kind in the 
East, and equal in- extent even to the pride of European castles 
at Heidelberg; built, as it would appear, in part by the 
Herodian princes, in part by Saracenic chiefs ; famous in the 
days of the Crusades, as the residence of one, of the chiefs of 
the Assassins, the “ old man of the mountain*. 

^ On a mouint, three mileg north of called “ King of Caesarea.’* 

Banias, Jewish tradition fixes the scene * The “Palestine Explorers” of 
ofUen. X 7 . 10. (Schwarz, 202.) 1866 fix it at Tell Harah, two miles 

3 Joshua xi. 10. In an Arabic version S.E. of Kedesh>NaphtaIi. See Appendix 
mentioned by Schwarz (91), Jabin is to Sermons in the East, p. 199. 
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But the loaain centre of attraction is the higher source of the 
Jordan. Underneath the high limestone cliff’ which over- 
hangs the towEu it bursts out ; not, as in the lower or westem- 
Paneas. Source, in a fuU spring, but in many rivulets®, 

which, issuing from the foot of the rock, first form 
a large basin, and then collect into a rushing stream. It 
penetrates through the thickets on the hill side, and in the 
vale below, at some point wliicli has never been exactly verified, 
joins the stream from Dan. In the face of the rock immediately 
above the spring is the large grotto which furnished a natural 
sanctuary not indeed to the Israelites, who perhaps never pene- 
trated so far, but to the Greeks of the Macedonian .kingdom of 
Antioch. We have often had occasion to observe how slightly 
itL the choice of their natural sanctuaries the Hebrews seem to 
have been influenced by the local beauty or grandeur of the 
spet; how modern is that “religion of caves'' which in the 
Christian times of Palestine has jdayed so important a part*. 
At last we have arrived at an exception to this rule ; and this 
shows that we are on the confines of the Gentile world. The 
cavern-sanctuary of Csesarea, unknown to Israelite history, was 
at once adopted by the Grecian settlers, both in itself and for 
its romantic situatien the nearest likeness that Syria affords of 
the beautiful limestone grottos which in their own country were 
inseparably associated with the worship of the sylvan Pan, 
This was the one Paneum or “ sanctuary of Pan ” witliin the 
limits of Palestine ; which before the building of Philip's city 
gave to the town the name of Paneas, a name which has out- 
Uved the Eoman substitute, and still appears in the modem 
appellation of Banias, Greek inscriptions in the face of the 
rock testify its original purpose; the reverence thus begun, was 
continued by the Romans ; the white marble temple built by 
Herod to Augustus crowned its summit ; and in later times 
Jewish pilgrims 1 mistook the traces of this Gentile worship for 
the vestiges of the altar of the Danites and Jeroboam; and 
Christian or Mussulman devotion has erected abov^ it one of 

^ “The olijBfe are about 80 feet high, a plateau at the base of the cliffs, shaded 
of oompact buff-ooloured limestone, the by a verdant grovo of pojfiars and olean- 
aiirface of vrhioh has reddened in weather- • ders.** (Journ. As. Soc., xvi. 11). 
iag." ® See Chapter II. 

(Captain Newbold, Joum. As. Soc. xvi. 4.) * Benjamin of Tudela, Early Travellers, 

* “ Three (?) streams which fall over 90, 
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the numerous tombs dedicated to the mysterious saint whom 
the one calls St. George and^the other Elijah. 

But axnidst these Pagan recollections of Paneas or Csesarea 
Philippi, there is one passage which brings it within the 
confines of Sacred History. As it is the northernmost frontier 
of Palestine, so it is the northernmost limit of the journeys of 
Our Lord. In the turning-point of His history, when “from 
that time many of His disciples went back and walked no more 
with Him,** when even the Twelve seemed likely “ to go away;** 
and He “ could no more walk in Judtea because the Jews sought 
to kill Him;” then He left His familiar haunts on the Sea of 
Galilee, to return to them, as far as we know, only once more. 
He crossed to the north-eastern corner of the lake, and passed, 
as it would seem, up the rich plain along its eastern side*, and 
came into “ the parts,” into “ tlie villages ’* of Ceesarea Philippi. 
It is possible that He never reached the city itself ; but it must 
at least have been in its neighbomhood that the confession of 
Peter was made ; the rock on which the Temple of Augustus 
stood, and from which the streams of the Jordan issue, may 
possibly have suggested the words which now run round the 
dome of St. Peter’s. And here one cannot but ask 
what was the “high mountain” on which six days the Trans* 
from that time, whilst still in this region, “ He was 
transfigured” before His three disciples? It is impossible to 
look up from the plain to the towering peaks of Hermon, 
almost the only mountain which deserves the name in Palestine, 
and one of whose ancient titles was derived from this circum- 
stance*, and not be struck with its appropriateness to tlie 
scene. The fact of its rising high above all the other hills of 
Palestine, and of its setting the last limit to the wanderings of 
Him who was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 
falls in with the supposition which the words inevitably force 
upon us. The sacredness of Hermon in the eyes of the sur- 
rounding tribes may well have fitted it for the purpose, even if 

' This seems to be implied by two “through Galilee,” (Mark ix. 80,)— as 
passages. 1. If the Bethsaida of Mark if implying that He then first re-entered 
viii. 22, be that on the east of the Jordan, it, which would be the case if His ap- 
tbis makes his starting-point for that proach to Gassarea bad been through 
}oarDcy to be from, the east. 2. He is Cbulonitis. 
said to have returned from OeDsarea > See Chapter XII. 
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it did not give it the name, of the Holy Mountain High 
up on its southern slopes there must be* many a point where 
the disciples could be taken “ apart by themselves.*' Even the 
transient comparison of the celestial splendour with the snow, 
where alone it could be seen in Palestine, should not, perhaps, 
be wholly overlooked. At any rate, the remote heights above 
the sources of the Jordan witnessed the moment, when His 
work in His own peculiar sphere being ended, He set His face 
for the last time “ to go up to Jerusalem®.** 

* 2 Pet. i. 18. See Chapter XII. * Mark ix. 2, 3 ; Luke ix. 51. 


NOTE 

on THE NOHTHEBN BOUnDABT. , 

J.HAVE not thought it worth while to perplex the question of the 
boundary of Palestine by including the large tracts northward and 
eastward, which are given as parts of the Israelite possessions in the 
first journey of the spies, in the reigns of David and Solomon, and in 
the prophetical descriptions of Ezekiel. But it may be necessary 
to notice the position advanced by Havernick (Pentateuch, 148), 
that “ Dan,** the Danite settlement and the northern boundary, was 
different from ‘‘ Dan ** in Gen. xiv. 14, and was situated not on the 
sources of the Jordan, but in the plain of Coele-Syria. The only 
argument in favour of this position is the mention, in J udg. xviii. 28, 
of Beth-Behob, which in NUm. xiii. 21, appears on the way to 
Hamath. But this (in the total uncertainty of the site of Behob) 
can hardly stand against the decisive arguments on the other side. 
1. Josephus (Ant. VIII. viii. 4) expressly identifies the northern 
Dan with the sources of the Jordan, and (Ant. Y. iii. 1) calls the 
plain of Merom ‘‘ the great plain of the Sidonians.’* 2. It is con- 
nected with Bashan in Deut. xxxiii. 22. 3. The word for “valley*’ 
in Judg. xviii. 28, is JEmeh^ and not BilccHali^ the term uniformly 
(and still) applied to the Plain of Cmle-Syria. 
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LEBANON AND ANTI-LEBANON. 

That goodly mountain, even l4ebanon. — Dent. iii. 26i. 
Abana and Phainjar, rivers of Damascus . — 2 Kings v. 12. 
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With Dan, or Caesarea Philippi, the Holy Land terminates* 
But its scenery and geography cannot be considered complete 
%vithout a few words on the vast mountain region which forms 
its physical barrier, and which is the foundation of the whole 
structure of the country. The double range of the Lebanon and 
the Anti-Lebanon close the Land of Promise on the north, as the 
peninsula of Sinai on the south; but with this difference, that 
one part or other of these ranges, though beyond the 
boundaries of Palestine, is almost always within view. He^on. 
The thunder-storm, which the Psalmist tracks in its 
course throughout his country, begins by making the solid frame 
of Lebanon and Sirion to leap for fear, like the buffaloes of their 
own forests, and ends by shaking the distant wilderness of the lofty 
cliffs of Kadesh.* F rom the moment that the traveller reaches the 
plain of Shechem in the interior, nay, even from the depths* of the 
Jordan-valley by the Dead Sea, the snowy heights of Hermon 
are visible. The ancient names of this double range are all 
significant of this position. It was “ Sion,”* “the upraised”; 
or “ Hermon,” “the lofty peak”; or “ Shenir,”^ and “ Sirion,” 
the glittering “ breast-plate ” of ice ; or, again, “ Lebanon,” the 
“ Mont Blanc ” of Palestine ; “ the White Mountain ” * of ancient 

* re. xxix. 3 — 8, * Such is the meaning of Jjebanofi-^ 

• For this fact I am indebted to Mr. the ** White Mornitain and Jthd €.9 

Willianas, author of ‘ ‘ The Holy City. ” S?ieyJ:h^ the ‘ ‘ Mountain of tj^e Old Man 

^ Deut. ir. 48. Jehel c/-i?V//—the “Mountain of Ice,^ 

^ Deut. iii. 9; Cant, iv. 8; Fzekiel doubtless derived from the snowy top. It 

xxvii. 5. is the natural and almost unifona name 
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times ; the mountain of the ‘‘ Old White-headed Man,” or the 
Mountain of Ice,” in modem times. So long as its snowy 
tops were seen, there was never wanting to the Hebrew poetry 
the image of unearthly grandeur, which nothing else but per- 
petual snow can give ; especially as seen in the summer, when 
•‘the firmament around it seems to be on fire.”^ And not 
grandeur only, but fertility and beauty were held up, as it were, 
on its heights, as a model for the less fortunate regions which 
looked up to it. The “ dews ” of the mists that rose from the 
watery ravines, or of the clouds that rested on the summit of 
Hermon were perpetual witnesses of freshness and coolness, — 
the sources, as it seemed, of all the moisture, which was to the 
land of Palestine what the fragrant oil was to the garments of 
the High Priest; what the refreshing influence of brotherly 
love was to the whole community.* Still more was this luxu- 
riant life of vegetation rooted in the valleys and on the slopes 
of Lebanon, the western range, which in this respect far 
exceeds its eastern rival. “ His fruit shall shake like Leba- 
non.” * This is the description which only applies to the thin 
threads of verdure, or the occasional spots of cultivation, in the 
desert heights of Hermon ; but is literally true of the slopes 
and terraces of Lebanon, as they overhang the bay of Beirut, 
or of Tripoli.^ In the longings of the Hebrew lawgiver, the 
one distinct image which ‘blended with the general hope of 
seeing “the good land beyond Jordan” was of “the ‘good’ 
mountain, even Lebanon.” * 

of the highest mountains in all countries ancient name of Hermon, and the ex- 
Mont Blanc, Himalayah (in Sanscrit pression is then merely the Hebrew 
signifying snowy), Imaus, Heeruus (pro- parallelism. This is slightly confirmed 
bftblyfrom the same root), Sierra Nev^a, by the use of the plural, “mountains,** 
Ben Nevis, Snowdon. which, though applicable to the vast 

^ Clarke's Travels, iv. 203. range of Hermon, is not applicable, and 

2 Such must he the general meaning of is not elsewhere used, for the hill of 
the comparison of concord to “the dew of Jerusalem. For the fact of the dew of 
Hermon, that descended on the moun- Hermon, see Van de Velde, i. 127. 
tidns of Zion,” Ps. cxxxiii. 3. If Zion be ® Ps. Ixxii. 16. See the description of 
here Jerusalem, the sense must be that the vineyards' and orchards of Lebanon 
the beneficial effects of the cool vapours in Van de Velde, ii. 488, 489. 
of the lofty Hermon were felt even to the ^ The light poplars, as on the table- 

dry and dii^nt mountains of Judsea. lands of Spain, form the chief foliage of 

(Compare the passage just referred to, Ps. Anti-Lebanon ; firs and pipes, of Lebsmon. 

jatk. 6—8.) It is, however, just possible ^ Dent. iii. 25. 

ihat Zion may here he used for Sion, the 
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I. The two ranges were further distinguish^ by an antique 
sanctity, of which traces still remain* Of Hermon it has been 
already* noticed that it was probably the scene of the Transfigu- 
ration, and may thus have been the ‘‘ Holy Mountain 
— ^the only mountain so called in the New Testament. Hemoa 
Of this sacredness the proofs are manifold. It is, as Dr. 

Robinson* truly remarks, girded with ancient temples. “ They are 
found in all situations — crowning lulls and mountain tops ; or 
secluded in valleys and deep gorges. The founders and worship- 
pers have disaj)pcarod for unknown ages. Whether they were 
Phoenicians or Grseco-Syrians, vre cannot tell; they have left 
behind no trace but these their works, and no record how or why 
these works were erected.*** That on its summit, of w^hich some* 
mins are still to be traced, was noticed by Jerome. To this, 
on its heights or in its close neighbourhood, may be added no 
less than seventeen. Six are to be seen on its more southern 
uplands, Rukleh, KuVat Bustra, Hibbariyeh, Neby Safa, Deir 
el-Ashayr, and Burkush. That of Neby Safa “ stood facing the 
east, directly over against Hermon, in his most imposing aspect.** * 
That of Hibbariyeh “fronts directly on the great chasm of Wady 
Shib*a, looking up the mighty gorge as if to catch the first traces 
of the morning sun rising over* Hermon.** That of Rukleh, 
which is further east, “fronts westward,** “also towards the snows 
of Hermon,** and is distinguished by a finely carved human 
countenance, as if intended for BaaH or Astarte, That of 
Deir el-Ashayr fronts eastward, and is remarkable as consisting 
of a double edifice, one behind the other, on a larger scale at 
Baalbek.® 

Eleven more can be traced in the passes of the Anti-Lebanon 
westward of Damascus. One, indeed two, stand over the 
source of Ain Fijeh, as if to consecrate that most abundant of 
all the Syrian springs, the supposed source of the Barada; 
large traces of another, also in connection with the river, are* at 
Kefr-Zeit. Another, of which the many columnar fragments 


^ Chapter xi. p. 899. 

^ Bobinson, Lat. Res. 432. 

^ Bobinson, Ibid. 418. 

^ Porter, in Rob, Ibid. 482, 
* Robinson, Ibid. 426. 


« Ibid. 417. 7 Ibid. 486. 

® Ibid. 437. This I saw in 1862. 
There is a good representation of it in Mr» 
Bedford's Photographs. 

» Ibid. 478. 
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give its name to the village where they are found — Kefr-el» 
Awamid— “the village of the columns” — is’ near Abila^ and 
must have faced towards the sacred hill now crowned by the 
alleged tomb of Abel ; itself, as it would seem, planted on a more 
ancient sanctuary. Two or three cluster on the slopes of the 
hill below Blud&n, By one of these stands a clump of aged 
ilexes ; perhaps, with the exception of that of Hazuri, near 
Bani&s, the best likeness remaining in Syria of the ancient groves 
of Astarte. On a rude altar among the trees, by an immemorial 
usage, which has given to the spot the name of Um-esh-Shu* 
kakif,* “ the Mother of Fragments,” the neighbouring villagers 
are in the habit of breaking earthen jars. The hill of Nebi 
Yunas (the Prophet Jonah) above BludAn, is in like manner full 
of similar remains. At its foot, in the plain of Suraya, are 
two evidently consecrated to the spring which gushes out from 
its ^ides — Ain Fowar. Half way up is a third ; on its summit 
are two, one of more antique appearance than the other, both 
commanding a magnificent view of Hcrmon and the surround- 
ing villages. 

To this array of heathen sanctuaries must be added the legends 
of later Jewish or popular tradition. The ruined edifice called 
Nimrod's tomb, is shown at Kefr Hawy, on the summit 
of the Pass of Hermon, between Bani&s and Damascus. 
The north-eastQrn extremity of the range of Anti-Li- 
banus has been long pointed out as the scene of the death of Abel.’ 
The story is continued in a striking legend attached to one of the 
most romantic passes in Syria, through which the Barada rushes 
in a roaring torrent. This pass is called Suk Barada, 
or el-Goosh, from a fai^held there on the banks of 
the stream. It is crossed by a single arch, called 
the bridge of Suk. High up in the rocks, on the left 
bank, are tombs and broken columns in front, and the remains 
of a Homan road, with the inscription as fresh as if just 
cut. On the right bank rises a lofty hill, on whose summit 
is seen a line of tall black trees. They are seven Sindians 
or Syrian oaks. The following is the story told concerning 
them in the neighbourhood: — “Habid (Cain) and Habil (Abel) 
^ Porter, Five Years in Damascus, i. 281. 2 See Jelal*^-dln, 427. 


Tomb of 
I^inirod, 
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wete the two sons of Adam. The whole world was divided 
between themj and this was the cause of their quarrel. 
Habil moved his boundary stones too far ; Habid threw them 
at him, and Habil fell. His brother, in great grief, carried the 
body on his back for five hundred years, not knowing what to 
da with it. At last, on the top of this hill, he saw two birds 
fighting, — the one killed the other, washed him, and buried 
him in the ground. Habid did the like for his brother’s body, 
and planted his staff to mark the spot, and from this staff the 
seven trees grew up over the tomb which is still shown.” At 
the entrance of the pass stood, in ancient times, the city of 
Abila, the capital of Abilene, once mentioned in the New Testa-, 
ment, in connexion with a series of dates.* The name, no 
doubt, originated the legend; the word “Abil” (meadow) would 
be a natural designation of a town at the exit of the Barada 
through the green vale at the foot of the defile, and the same 
change of ‘Abel’ into ‘Abila’ under like circumstances, occurs 
in the town of “ Abel-Sliittim.” On the western slopes of Anti- 
Libanus is the tomb of Nebi-Shit — “the Prophet 
Setli.^’ It stands conspicuous on the side of the hill, 
with its two white domes, just where the great view of 
Ocele-Syria opens in the descent. Bound it lies the village wliich 
derives its name from the sanctmxry. The larger of the two domes 
marks the mosque ; the lesser, the tomb, which joins it at an 
obtuse angle. The tomb is seen through a rough grating. It is 
in a gallery, extending like a long low chest for a length of 
sixty feet, covered, as usual, with offerings. “ It would have 
been twenty feet longer,” said the attendant, “but the Prophet 
Seth, who came here preaching to the people who worshipped 
cows, was killed by them, and xvas hastily buried, with his 
knees doubled under his legs. Every Friday night a light 
shines in the tomb.” * The reverence for the dead Patriarch 

' Luke iii. 1, SeeTorter’s Five Years in Luke iii. 1, see Robinson, Lat. B«b, p. 
in Damascus, i. 263 — 266, for a good 479 — 484, I may mention that on re* 
general account and map of the pass. Tim visiting the spot in 1862, the ins<»iption 
legend I derived from a peasant of Zeb* appeared to me to run, not, as in Eobin<* 
dani in 1863. For a more special account son, ‘Mmpendiis Abilcnoruin,’' but 
of the tombs and inscriptions, and a full pendiis Abilensium/’ 
discussion of its connection with Lysanias - Compare note to Chapter VI, p, 277. 
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is, as usual at Mussulmans* tombs, very strong, Tell him,** 
said the guardian of the mosque — on seeing an English traveller 
inadvertently turning his back on the tomb — that he would 
not turn his back on the Sultan ; why not show equal regard to 
the Prophet/* On the opposite side of the vale of Coele-Syria, 
and therefore nearly facing the tomb of Seth, immediately close 
to the village of Muallakah, is the similar mosque of 
Nebi-Nuach — the ‘‘ Prophet Noah,*' though smaller, 
and apparently less honoured. He “ having died a 
natural death, and been therefore buried at peace,** the tomb 
was proportionally longer than that of Seth, being nearly 120 
feet in length, the feet being supposed to rest in a well. Twq 
or three other temples exist not far off : Mejdel further south, 
and Ain-Ata further north, in the same plain. 

But Baalbek stands supreme, and may well close this series of 
the^sanctuaries of Anti-Lebanon. Its identification with any Bib- 
Baalbek niust remain extremely uncertain. It may 

possibly be Baalath, the frontier city of Solomon, or 
Baalhamon, the pleasure-garden of the Canticles, or Baal- 
Hermon, the sanctuary of Baal in Hermon, or Baal-Gad, (“the 
gathering of Baal**) “ under Hermon.** * But against each of those 
suppositions there are objections which must prevent us from 
coming to any positive conclusion on the subject. Of its 
general importance, however, there can be no question. The 
size and beauty of the buildings render them at once a jihysical 
landmark and a historical monument which no notice of Syria 
can omit. “ In* vastness of plan, combined with elaborateness 
and delicacy of execution, they seem to surpass all others in 
Western Asia, in Africa, and in Europe.’* The ranges of 
columns which give their peculiar grace to the edifices, belong 


^ Early travellers were told that the 
Ark was built here (De Brocquidre, in 
Early Travellers, p. 293). It is curious 
that the statements respecting the mea- 
surements of this tomb should be so 
various. Burckhardt gives it at only ten 
feet (p. 5). The most accurate account 
is in Lepsius, who visited both tombs 
(Betters, pp. 838, 345). The tomb of Eve, 
at Jedda, is 200 paces long (Burton’s 
Pilgrimage, iii 388). That of Joshua, 


on the Giant’s Mountain, near Constan- 
tinople, is thirty feet. 

^ Baalath (1 Kings ix. 28) is strongly 
advocated by Mr. Hogg (The Names of 
Baalbec, pp. 2 — 4). Baal-hamon, Gant, 
viii, 11, Baal-hermon, 1 Chron. v. 23 i 
Judg. iii. 3. Baal-Gad, Joshua xi. 17 : 
this is advocated by Bitter. Several of 
these names may, in fack be synonymB 
for tlie same place. 

^ Bobinson, Lat. Bes. 51 7. 
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to the same age of later Homan magnificence which has left so 
many proud memorials of itself throughout the East. But 
there are touches of an earlier antiquity which give it a true 
connection with the history of Palestine and Egypt, Its 
situation was probably fixed by the necessity of a sanctuary to 
greet the travellers and merchants on the great caravan route 
between Damascus and Tyre, as Petra between Damascus and 
the Gulf of Elath. Its name, even if we cannot connect it with 
any Biblical spot, evidently points to its connection with Baal — 
Baal-bek, “the assembly ‘ or gathering of Baal,” as its Greek 
name, “ Heliopolis,” shows the identification of Baal with the 
sun. Baal was, in Greek Mythology, identified as the supreme 
God with Jupiter, as the Sun-God with Apollo ; and hence, in 
the description of the different temples included within the 
vast sanctuary, has arisen, both in ancient and modern times, a 
confusion between the two, which it is now almost impossible 
to rectify.* Like the temples of Baal at Samaria and at Gades, 
it included the inferior deities as well as the chief Sun-God 
himself. “ To the Gods of Heliopolis ** is the inscription which 
still testifies to the plurality of divinities worshipped here. 
The influence of Egypt is indicated not only by the legend of 
the sacred* image brought from the Egyptian City of the Sun 
— “ On ” — “ Heliopolis,” — but by some striking peculiarities of 
Egyptian architecture : as, for example, the Egyptian symbol 
of a winged globe is in one of the recesses of the great court ; 
an Egyptian capital crowns one of the columns of the lesser 
temple; and tlie crested eagle with its outspread wings in the 
portal, occupies the same relative position, and apparently 
represents the same idea, as the wings of the Egyptian door- 
ways. “ Under the shadow of thy wings shall be my refuge” 
is the most general expression in which the figure appears in 
the Biblical imagery; “ The *Sun of righteousness shall rise with 

^ “Beklta” is the same word as from Dr. Vandyck of Beirut. 

**Mecca,'’ them and 6 being iaterchaDged, ^ See Mr. Hogg, The Names of Baal- 
as in the name of Baalbek itself— pro- bee, p. 47. 

nounced sometimes Maalbek. BeJe is to ^ Macrobias, Saturn, i. 23 (Robinson, 
press, as in a crowd: Meh, to sack out Lat. Res. 518). 
clean, as a young camel the milk from * Malachl iv. 2. 
the udder. 1 derive .this information 
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' healing in his wings/* is the thought which is more directly 
illustrated by the eagle of Baal-bek. Finally, the huge sub- 
structions of tlxe outer enclosure probably point to the earliest 
foundation of the building, Phoenician, Jewish, or Syrian. The 
three vast stones, which for a long period gave to the whole 
building the name of the “Three- Stone** {Trilithon), exceed 
in size even those of Hebron or Jerusalem; and, with the 
still vaster stone* on which they rest, present the most gigantic 
masses of hewn stone that are to be found in the world. In the 
adjacent quarry are to be seen the stones still standing against 
the rock, like tall trees waiting to be felled ; one already lies 
prostrate, with the lines drawn across its two ends, as if for the 
cutting off of the unfinished parts. 

Within the precincts of the Temple of Baalbek the worship 
of Baal lingered to the latest days* of Paganism, with a union 
licentiousness and ferocity which rendered the spot a 
memorial, on its darker side, of the ancient religion of Canaan, 
— as its magnificence and beauty recalls the brighter and nobler 
side of the faith of the whole ancient world. 

Two great valleys part the Anti-Lebanon from the Lebanon. 
The southernmost and smallest of the two is the Wddy-et-Teim,* 
the vale of the Ilasbany or Ilasbeya river — the ^geo- 
iheE&shmj. g^'^phical, though not the historical, source of the Jor- 
dan. The whole valley has its sacred associations, but 
it derives them not from Classical or Hebrew times, but from the 
singular sect which there first established itself in sti’cngth. It 
was the refuge, in the eleventh century, of Derazy, the founder 
of the Druzes. At Hasbeya is their original sanctuary, and 
from the hills and villages along this valley have radiated their 
settlements through the whole of the two ranges. 

The northern valley is one of wider extent and wider fame. 

“ Coele-Syria” or ‘‘the Basin of Syria ” was the name 
Ctele^^ria^ g^ven by the G reeks or Eomans to the vast*green plain 
which divides the range of Lebanon and Anti-Leba- 
non, the former reaching its highest point in the snowy crest to 

* It 19 of a darker colour, and is hewn • Robinson, Lat. Res. 522, 523. 

at the top. It is 68 feet long : the ^ Ibid. 380, 480. 

others are 64. Whether it is one or two * Ibid. 412. ^ 

stones, is dilBcult to determine. 
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the north, behind which lie the Cedars; the latter in the stUlmore' 
snowy crest of Hermou ; the culmination of the range being thus 
in llie one at the northern, in the other at the southern extremity, 
of the valley which they bound. The view of this great valley is 
chiefly remarkable as being exactly to the eye what it is on maps 
— ^the “ hollow ** between the two mountain ranges of “ Syria ” or, 
according to the ancient Hebrew denomination, which has 
subsisted almost unchanged from the time of Amos to the 
present day, the broad “ Cleft,” Bekaah or Buka a. A screen^ 
through which the Lcontes breaks out, closes the south end of 
the iflain. There is a similar screen at the north end, but too 
remote to be visible, “ the entering-in* of Hamath,” so often 
mentioned as the extreme limit in this direction of the widest 
possible dominion of the Israelite Empire. 

II. From the plain of Cocle - Syria we mount the range of 
Lebanon. Its physical features have been already described. Its 
connexion with the western portions of the Holy Land i^gi^anon. 

must have been as close as those of Hermon with the 
eastern portions. From its soutliern extremity the views over 
Palestine must have been those which the Assyrian conquerors 
enjoyed as they first looked from “the ‘tower of Lebanon*^ upon 
their xirey. “ I have travelled,” says ]\L Van de Velde, “ in no part 
of the world where I have seen such a variety of glorious moun- 
tain scenes within so narrow a compass. Not the luxurious Java, 
not the richly wooded Bonieo, not the majestic Sumatra or 
Celebes, not the paradise-like Ceylon, far less the grand but 
naked mountains of South Africa, or the low impenetrable 
woods of the West Indies, are to be compared to the south- 
western projecting mountains of Lebanon. In those lands all 
is green or all is bare. An Indian landscape has something 
monotonous in its superabundance of wood and jungle that one 
wishes in vain to see intermingled with rocky cliffs or with 
towns or tillages. In the bare table -lands of the Cape Colony, 
the eye discovers nothing but rocky cliffs. . . . It is not 

so, how^ever, with the southern ranges of Lebanon. Here 
there are woods and mountains, streams and villages, bold rocks 

* Num. xiii. 21; 2 Kings xir. 25; Schwarz, 25; PUchler Muskan, ill, 22. 

2 Chron* xii. 8 ; Vande Velde, ii. 470; * Cant. vii. 4. 
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and green cultivated fields, land and sea views. Here, in one 
word, you find all that the eye could desire to behold on this 

earth The whole of Northern Canaan lies at our 

feet. Is not this Sidon ? Are not those Sarepta, and Tyre, 
and Eas-el'Abiad ? I see also the Castle of Shiikif, and the 
gorge of the Leontes, and the hills of Safed, and, in the 
distance, the basin of the Sea of Tiberias, with the hills of 
Bashan, far, far away, and all these hundreds of villages 
between the spot we are at and the sea-coast. . . . Half a 

day would not suffice for taking the angles of such an ocean 
of villages, towns, castles, rivers, hills, and capes.” ' 

Such another view is obtained from the south-eastern 
extremity of the same range — the ridge of Dahar close to the 
W&dy-et-Teim. Lebanon and Hermon are visible at once ; 
and the valley of the Jordan is spread out in both its upper 
stages : — that of the Hasbany river — that of the Merom lake — 
ending in the still distinct glimpse of the waters of the sea of 
Galilee. It is one of the best geographical prospects in Syria. 

The historical monuments of Lebanon are much less numerous 
than those of Anti-Lebanon. The Temple of Astarte at Af ka is 
the only one of importance. From its romantic defile 
Afka!^*^ of Adonis “ ran purple to the sea ” with “ blood 

of Tharamuz yearly wounded tliat is, with the stains 
of the red earth which gave birth to the legend. The Nahr-el-Kelb 
— ^the *‘Dog” or “Wolf” river, so called from the fabled dog, whose 
bark at the approach of strangers could be heard as far as Cyprus 
—is marked by the confluence of the inscriptions of the 
Ssofj^Ioneof cuipires of Egypt, Assyria, Greece, and Rome;— 
Nahr-el-Kelb. SO remarkable both in themselves and in their history. 

It is instructive to note their gradual resuscitation 
from the neglect of centuries. Maundrell sees them for a moment, 
and conjectures them to be “perhaps the representations of some 
persons buried hereabouts, whose sepulchres may probably also 
be discovered by the diligent observer.^' Pococke sees in them 
only “ some small figures of men in relief cut out in different 
compartments, but very much defaced by time.” The Roman 

^ ^ Van dd Velde, ii. 433, 437. The given by Mr. Porter, Five ^ears in Da- 
view from the aummit of Hermon is well mascu^ i. 809, 310. 
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inscription was first successfully copied. Next, the Egyptian 
absorbed tlie attention of scholars. Finally, the Assyriaii came 
no less distinctly to light. The Greek inscription is too iusig’* 
nificant to deserve notice, were it not for its connexion with 
the others. It is on the Egyptian and Assyrian sculptures, 
abounding as they do along the face of tlie rocky wall, that the 
attention of the Biblical student is chiefly fixed.' 

There, side by side, we encounter the figures ot the earliest 
and latest oppressors of Israel, — Rameses and Sennacherib. 
Rameses must have passed by that road at a time wlicn the 
sacred history had hardly penetrated into these parts. His 
memorials can scarcely seem more ancient to us than they did 
to the earliest Grecian travellers. When we trace the w'ell- 
known Egyptian figures — the king and the god as usual giving 
and receiving offerings, — ^it is with the same feeling as that 
with which Herodotus must have climbed up the same pathway 
more than two thousand years ago. “ In the part of Syria 
called Palestine,** to use his own wwds, “ I myself saw the 
monuments of Sesostris still standing.*** 

But the visit of Sennacherib, here recorded, is a direct 
reflection of his scornful speech as reported by the prophet 
* Isaiah, and opens to us a striking historical scene in this 
portion of Syria. By the multitude of ray chariots am 1 
come to the height of the mountains, and to the sides of 
Lebanon ; and I will cut down the height of his cedars and 
the beauty of his cypresses ; and I entered into the height of his 
border, and the forest of his park. I have digged, and drunk 
waters ; I have made bridge.*’ “ The multitude of his cliariots,” 
such as they are seen on the Assyrian monuments of the further 
East, must have wnund their difficult way through tliose romantic 
gorges, up to the very “ height of the mountain ranges,” and 
along “ the extreme edges of Lebanon,*' along the valleys ot 

* Robinson, Lat. Res. G19~-624, The how Lepsius could have read the hiero- 
discrepancies of travellers as to what glypliics, or how Robinson should have 
they have seen and what they havo failed to see the figures, 
not seen must be explained by the dif- * Herod, ii. lOti. 

ferences of light and shade (see Porter, ^ Isaiah xxxvii. 24, 2£;. 

Handbook, p,408). To me (after a second ^ LXX. 

visit in 18fi2) it is equally inconceivable 
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the streams which he drained off by his armies, or over which 
be threw bridges for them to pass. 

But there was one spot more sacred than all, to which the 
conqueror boasts that he had penetrated. He had gone into 
** the extremest height of Lebanon, the forest of its park ; ** and 
there he had cut down with relentless insolence ‘‘ the height of 
its cedars, the beauty of its * fir trees.” 

In these words it is Jiardly possible not to recognise the sacred 
recess of the present cedars of Lebanon. They have been so often 
The Cedars described, that any detailed account would here be 
superfluous. But a few words may be allowed for a 
scene so interesting, and in which probably some new impression 
is received by every traveller who approaches them. In 1853 1 had 
been prevented from visiting them by the snow ; and the same 
obstacle in 1863 again rendered impossible the usual route over 
thif crest of the mountain from Baalbek, or even over its south- 
western shoulder from Afka. For this reason we approached 
the place from Trii^oli. As the W^dy-et-Teini, the valley of the 
Hasbany, is the sacred country of the Druzes, so the valleys 
and hills between Tripoli or Ehden, converging towards the deep 
glen of the ‘‘ Holy River,” the Kadisha — probably so called from 
its numerous monasteries — is the Kesrouan, the sacred country 
of the Maronites — the fierce , Christian sect with which the 
Druzes are at deadly war. On the edge of the river is Kanohin 
(Coenohion), the residence of the patriarch. On the heights above 
it is their chief village, Ehden. It is from this village, with its 
many* churches, and its beautiful viaducts surrounding the castle 
of its daring chief, Sheykh Joseph, that the ascent is made to 
the cedars. A wide view opens of the long terraces of the moraines 
(as they are technically called) of ancient glaciers descending 
into the * valley. Here a slip of cultivated laud reaches up into 
the verge of their desolate fields. Behind this is a semicircle of 
the snowy range of the summit of Lebanon. Just in the centre 
of the view, in the dip between the moraines and the snow- clad 

1 tave left the rendering of the A.V. vision of La Salette. 
as it stands. It may bo “cypresses” or ® See Dr. J. D. Hooker on the Cedars 
pines.’* of Lebanon in Nat. Hist. Rev. No. v. p, 12, 

^ The rude churches in the village of -which contains the most colaplete scientific 
Bhden had on their walls pictures of the account of the cedars. 
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hills behind, is a single dark massive clump — ^the sole spot ol 
vegetation that marks the momitain wilderness. This is the 
Cedar Grove* It disappears as we ascend the intervening range ; 
and does not again present itself till we are close upon it* 
Then the exactness of Sennacherib’s description comes out. 
It is literally on the very edge ** of the height of Lebanon — » 
a park ” or “ garden of the forest, or “ garden of God,*’ as 
truly as the ^‘jardin" or “ garden,** well known to Swiss travel- 
lers in the bosom of the moraines of Mont Blanc. It stands as 
if on an island eminence, broken into seven lengths, of which 
six are arranged round the seventh, a square mount in the 
midst, on which stands tlie rude Maronite chapel. The varia* 
tion of tint and outline thus makes the whole group a kind 
of epitome of forest scenery. The outskirts of the eminence 
are clothed with the younger trees, whoso light feathery branches 
veil the more venerable patriarchs in the interior of the grove. 
This younger growth, which has entirely sprung up within the 
last two centuries, amounts now to more than three hundred.^ 
The older trees, which are so diiTei’cnt in appearance as to 
seem to belong to a different race, are now about twelve in 
number. Their forms are such as must always have impressed 
the imagination of the inhabitants. Their massive branches, 
clothed with a scaly texture, almost like the skin of living 
animals, and contorted with all the multiform irregularities of 
age, may well have suggested those ideas of regal, almost 
divine, strength and solidity, which the sacred writers ascribe 
to them. They stand at the apex, so to say, of the vegetable 
world. ** From the cedar tree that is in Lebanon* downwards, 
is the knowledge of Solomon.* “ To the cedar of Lebanon ** 
upwards is the destruction of the trees from the burning bramble 
of Jotham.* The intermarriage of the inferior plants witli the 
cedar is the most inconceivable presumption of all.* The 
shivering of their rock-like stems by the thunderbolt is like 
tlte shaking of the solid mountain itself.* In ancient days the 
grove must have been much more extensive — or rather, perhaps^ 

^ Lord Liitdsay*ft Travels. Dr. Hooker, 
p. 13. 

* 1 Kings iv. 38. 


* Judges ix. 15. 

^ 2 Cliron. xxt. 18. 

* Fs. xxix. 6, 
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the great trees then overspread the whole* Now they are 
huddled together in two or three of the central vales ; and the 
peculiar grace of the long sweeping branches feathering down to 
the ground, of the cedar, as transplanted into Europe, is there 
unknown. In one or two instances, the boughs of these aged 
trees are held up by a younger one ; others, again, of which the 
trunks are decayed, are actually supported in the gigantic arms 
of their elder brethren. But in earlier times the breadth and 
extent of the trees seem to be as much noticed as their height 
and solidity. The cedar is the model of the “spreading 
abroad,” — the constant growth — of the righteous *man; his 
boughs are “ multiplied,” and “ become long,” “ fair,” “ thick,” 
“overshadowing” in “length” and in “multitude.”* So 
vigorous and vast was this life of the cedar groves, that it 
seemed as if all the snows and waters of Lebanon were 
gathered up into them. They are* “ filled their “ rest is by 
quiet waters ; ” “ the waters make them great ; the deep set them 
up on ^high.” The rills from the surrounding^ heights collect 
on the upper flats, and form one stream, which winds amongst 
the moraines on its way to the lower flat, whence it is precipi- 
tated into the gorge of the Kadisha. The cedars gi’ow on that 
portion of the moraine which immediately borders this stream, 
and nowhere else.* 

And the spot thus becomes a centre of life to the wilderness 
in the midst of which it stands. “ Nature was never silent in 
the forest ; the cicale here were extraordinarily loud ; and the 
trees were full of little birds of the brightest green-and-gold 
plumage, with a short clear note.”* This is the very scene sug- 
gested to Ezekiel, who reports^ that under the cedar “all the fowls 
of the air nestle, and all the beasts of the earth bring forth their 
prey,” and still more in the Psalm which gathers the whole of 
animal life round the cedars.* “ The birds making their nests” 
— “the storks in the fir-trees” — ^the “marmot” or sliophan in 
the surrounding cliffs ; the chamois on the hills ; the roAring of 


^ P«. xcii. 12. 

* xxxi. 3—9. 

» Ps. ciT. 16. 

* Ezek. xxxi. 4. 

^ Dr. Hooker, p. 12. 


^ Miss Beaufort's Syrian Shrines, 278. 
I quote from this, as a detailed descrip* 
lion of the cedars in summer. 

7 Ezek. xxxi. 6. . 

* Pa. civ. 17, 18. ^ 
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the lions in the stillness of the night ; whilst the distant view is 
filled up on the one side by the sea, with its monsters, its vast 
nnimal life, and its ships, and on the other by the ** garment 
of light in the sky,*’ the ** clouds,” and the “ ynnd** on the moon* 
tain ; the springs of the Eadisha, and the other rushing streams 
of the Lebanon ; the cornfields and the vineyards on the nearer 
slopes, for tlie service of man : to make glad and to strengthen 
the heart of man.” ‘ And if tlieir very appearance and aspect thus 
connect them with tlie poetry of the Bible, their history is also 
bound up with its history. We know not who first attacked 
the forests of Lebanon ; but already, in the time of David, they 
•were invaded for tlie building of the palaces at Jerusalem. 
Many were the trees dragged down by the steep descent — ^no 
doubt to the harbour of Tripoli — to be embarked on rafts for 
Joppa, for the woodwork of Solomon’s Temple ; and for the 
vast palace which, from its rustic carving in cedar- wood, seems 
to be almost a transplantation of the sacred grove to Jerusalem 
— the house of the forest of Lebanon ; ” w^hilst in the gardens, 
the costly cedars transplanted from Lebanon seemed to have 
taken the place of the native sycamore.* For statues, for houses, 
for masts of ships, the huge branches \vere cai’ried off to 
Tyre and Sidon, But the great destroyer, long remembered, 
was Sennacherib. He is described as making it his especial 
boast that he had penetrated to tlie sacred garden or park, and 
cut them dowm ; and on his approach, probably, the prophetic 
wail is lifted up — “ Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire 
may devour thy cedai's : Howl, fir-tree, for the cedar is fallen.”* 
And ill like manner, on his fall, the triumphant cry is raised in 
the Lower World — “ See, the fir-trees rejoice at thee and the 
cedars of Lebanon, saying — Since thou art laid down, no feller 
is come up against us.”* 

Since that time they have become rarer and rarer. Other 


1 I 0 ^ ibis to my friend Mr. W. Fre> 
iDiintle, who observed on the spot that all 
the natural features of the 104tb Tsalm 
are within view of the cedars. 

• 2 Sam. V. 11 ; vii. 2 ; 1 Cliron, 
^xii. 4. 

* 1 Kings T. 6 — 9 ; vi. 9, 10 ; vii. 


2 ; X. 17, 27. 

* Zech. xi. 1. It must be borne in 
mind that this pa&«tagc probably belongs 
to the earlier prophet of that name, 
the author or authors of chapters — 
xiii. 

* Isaiah xiv. 8« 
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groupSf indeed, are said to exist in different parts of the mow* 

tain ; but they have been reported only by two travellers*^ By 

the time of Justinian the supply of cedar- wood was almost, and 

by the time of our Edward IV. entirely, exhausted for the puj^- 

poses of building. And now, for at least two centuries, they 

have become invested, by the veneration of pilgrims, and by the 

increased admiration of nature, with a sanctity almost 

approaching to that with which they were revered as special 

miracles of Divine power by the Hebrew Psalmists. The old 

Hebrew name of ere^s^ has never deserted them, and is even 

perpetuated in the puny imitation of them in the Western 

/atcA. Th*e Maronites long guarded them, under penalties of 

excommunication ; and honour them as “the Twelve Apostles 

— ^“the Friends of Solomon.” The sanctuary, which was a rude 

altar, and is now a rude wooden chapel, they greatly frequent 

on tbe festival which the Oriental Church treats as the Feast 

of all ‘‘High Mountains,” the Feast of the Transfiguration.* 

From the heights of the Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon we turn 

to the Four Rivers, which take their rise in these mountains, and 

on which the physical structure or historic interest of 

the neighbouring countries so largely depends. 

Of the Jordan, which springs from the foot of 

the Hmmon, and its powerful tributary the Hasbany, which 

sweeps down the W&dy-et-Teim,no more need here be said. It 

remains to treat of the Litanjr, or river of Phoenicia; tlie Orontes, 

the river of Antioch ; the Barada, the river of Damascus. 

III. Of these the Litdny is the least knowm; it is, in fact, a 

«« river almost without a name. Its popular name of 

1 06 liitftny. . . • 4 • 

“ Leontes ' is unknown to ancient writers; its native 

name of “Lit&ny”is confined only to its upper course; whilst its 

lower course — the large stream which issues from the mountains 


The Four 
Elvers. 


* See the passages in Robinson, Lat. 
Res. iii. 592. Dr. Hooker (p. 12) gives 
several reasons for doubting the ancient 
extent of the cedar forests. 

^ Arabic El-Arz^ corrupted in Spanish 
into AUi'cef and thence Larch, 

^ Robinson, Lat. Res. 590. 

^ The notion that the LttyrUci vras the 
juteient name of the Litftny, is, as Ritter 
lias shown, d ubly mistaken. 1. The 


Lithny has no ancient name, except “the 
Tyrian River.’* 2. The name of Leomtu 
never occurs in ancient writers, ^nd is a 
confusion with the genitive case ofihe river 
Leon ittTafMo which 

is the name given by Ptolemy (v. 15) to a 
river between Sidon and Beirht, either 
the Bostrenus (Auwalay) or the Tamyras 
(Tamar). See Ritter, Lennon, p. 122. 



ClUF. 1II.J LEBANON AMD ANTI-LEBANON, 414« 

and fidls into the sea a few miles north of Tyre — has the 
seimrate name of Elhasimyeh, or the boundary/' 

Its interest lies in its geographical peculiarity. It rises in 
the vale of Ccele- Syria, a few miles south of Baalbek; but, in- 
stead of penetrating through the narrow screen which parts 
that valley from the Wady et-Teini, it forces its way through 
the eastern flank of Lebanon, thus almost entirely eluding the 
notice of travellers and geographers, as well by tliis unexpected 
turn, as by the deep ravine which encloses it. That ravine, to 
:he few who have explored it, is one of the most remarkable 
phj'sical features of Syria. For thirty miles or more it flows 
at the bottom of a chasm so deep and so precipitous, that its 
course can only be traced here and there from the overhanging 
brow of one of the rocky eminences which close it in. It enters 
the pass at the foot of Coele- Syria. It rushes under a 
curious natural bridge, the only means of transit from one 
bank to the other through all tliis wild course, and finally 
runs westward under the huge precipice of the Castle of 
Belfort — a castle, as its name implies, built by the Crusaders, 
but raised on the foundations and out of the remains of some 
still older fortress, intended to guaixl the gorge which conveys 
this furious hut retired stream into the Mediterranean near 
Tyre. 

IV. The northern river is the Orontes. This alone of the four 
rivers is said to have the aspect, not of a mountain stream, but of 

a true river. With this agrees the account of the abund- „ 

^ I • 4 . 1 rxi- • TheOronte«. 

ant waters of its 'source, immediately north of the rise 

of the Leontes, which seems to have entitled it, amongst all the 

springs of Syria, to the emphatic name of “The Spring/' 

Worthy of its origin tJie river rolls on ; and, whether in the 

length of its course, or the volume of its waters, or the rich 

vegetation of its banks, it is not surprising that, to the Bomau 

world, the Orontes should have appeared as the representative 

of Syria. Politically too, as well as by its natural features, it 

presented the chief point of contact, in later times, between 

this comer of Asia and the West, 

^ Van de Velde, il 471; Bitter, Leba- *'Ha-Aln,” the spring (Numb, xxxir. 
tton, pp. 177, 999. For the last name, 11), see Appendix, Ain. 
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As the valley opens northwards, it forms the great geogra- 
phical feature so often described in the Sacred History as the 
utmost northern boundary, not of the Holy Land, but of the 
Holy Empire of Solomon — “the entering in of Hamatli.“ Near, 
this spring is to be found the town, still bearing its original 
name of Eiblah, and remarkable as the encampment of the kings 
of Egypt and Babylon in the later days of the Jewish monarchy. 
There Eliakim was raised to the throne instead of Jehoahaz by 
Pharaoh Necho, and there Zedekiah was tortured, and 
his nobles massacred, by Nebuchadnezzar. “ A more 
advantageous place,** says Dr. Robinson,* who has visited the spot, 
“for the encampment of the hosts of Egypt and Babylon can 
hardly be imagined. On the banks of a mountain stream, in the 
midst of this vast and fertile plain, the most abundant supplies of 
provisions and forage were at hand. From this point ttie roads 
we^e open to the Egyptian monarch across the desert, either by 
Aleppo and the Euphrates to Nineveh, or by Palmyra to Babylon. 
From Riblali, too, the liost of the Babylonian conqueror could 
sweep around the end of Lebanon, and along the coast to Pales- 
tine and Egypt; or, passing on southwards through the Biikaa> 
could spread themselves over the land, either eastwards or 
westwards, from the valley of the Jordan. Riblah, indeed, 
disappears from histor}^ and is no more heard of until the 
present century ; but the great plain of the Orontes continued 
to be the storehouse and battle-field of conflicting hosts during 
the long dominion of the Syro-Macedonian kings, the Romans, 
and the Arabian warriors of the middle ages. Of its great 
cities, Emessa (Hums), and Hamath (Hamah), still remain, 
while Apamea has sunk into oblivion under its present name of 

Xaratel-Umdlk.** 

Near what may be called the turning-point of its course, where 
its spacious stream is diverted from advancing further northward 
by the chain of Amanus, the oflFshoot of the Taurus 
range, rose the Greek city of Antioch. Out of a vast 
square plain, the Orontes issues into a broad valley, opening sea- 
wards, but closed in on the north by Amanus, on the south by the 

rpgged hills of the Casian range. These last, with the circuit of 

♦ 


Antioch. 


* Bib. Ecs. a. 545. 
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v^st walls that crown their heights, defended the city on one 
side, as the Orontes formed a natural moat on the other side in 
the level valley.* All the cities in Palestine must liave seemefl 
mere villages or garrison towns in comparison with the size, 
the strength, and the beauty of this new capital. It has often 
been observed how the Christianity of the first ages throve in 
cities rather than in the country. So it was emphatically with 
** the disciples, who were first called Christians at Antioch,” 
the capital of the East. From Antioch the river pursues its 
westerly course, and it is in this its last stage that the scenery 
occurs, which — by the w^ooded cliffs, the numerous windings, 
and the green spaces by the river-side — has suggested the like- 
ness of the English Wye. Enormous water-wheels, turned by 
the ample stream ; gardens, hedged in, not by the usual fence 
of stiff prickly pear, but by plane and myrtle ; the ground 
thickly studded wiUi bay and oleander, as the river passes by 
the probable site of Daphne — these are some of tlie features 
which distinguish the scenery of the Orontes from the usual 
imagery of the East. 

V. The Leontes and Orontes are unknown, Baalbek and 
Antioch are all but unknown, to the earlier history of the Jewish 
people; but when we turn eastward we find ourselves 
once more on well-known ground. There is no portion 
of Syria where the history is so dependent on the geography as 
tliat which hangs on the fourtli river of Lebanon, now called “Ba- 
rada;” by ancient Greeks, “Bardines,” or “ Chrysorrhoas;** by 
the Hebrews. ^‘Abana,” or **Pharpar,” “ the river of Damascus.” 

Damascus sliould be approached only one w^ay, and that is 
from the north-west. The traveller who comes from that quarter 
passes over the great chain of Anti-Libaiius ; he crosses the 
watershed, and he finds himself following the course of a little 
stream flowing through a richly cultivated valley. The stream 
* 

» This peculiarity in the situation of (in the shorter ends of the obiong space) 
Antioch, with hills on one side and river one led up the valley (eastward) and two 
on the other, explains the apparent in* down the valley (westward). This re* 
consistency noticed by Gibbon between mark, as well as the general facts, yha* 
the vast extent of its walls and the small racteristic of the Orontes and Antioch, 
number of its gates. Of the fire gates, which I was unable to visit, I owe to the 
one commanded the only pass into the accurate observation of iny friend and 
hills, one the bridge across the river, and fellow-traveller, Mr. T. Fremantio. 
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is Barada* It rises in the plain of Zehdani ; it flows on, 
and the cultivation, which at its rise spreads far and wide along 
its banks, nourished by the rills which feed it, gradually is 
extracted within the limits of its single channel. The moun- 
tains rise round it absolutely bare. The peaks of Mount Sinai 
are hardly more sterile than these Syrian ranges. But the river 
winds through them visible everywhere by its mass of vegeta- 
tion-willow, poplars, hawthorn, walnut, hanging over a rushing 
volume of crystal water — the more striking from the contrast 
with the naked desert in which it is found. 

One vast accession it receives— the volume of water which bursts 
from the rock of Fijeh, out of the sanctuary which, as if in admira- 
tion of this most copious of all the springs of Syria, was 
th source. Perhaps in no part of the East is 

Damasena. there so wonderful a witness to the peculiarly^ Oriental 
, connection between verdure and running water as the 
view on which we are now entering. The further we advance the 
contrast becomes more and more forcible; the mountains more 
bare, the green of the river-bed more deep and rich. At last a 
cleft opens in the rocky hills between two precipitous cliffs : up 
the side of one of these cliffs the road winds ; on the summit 
of the cliff there stands a ruined chapel. Through the arches 
of that chapel, from the very edge of the mountain-range, the 
traveller looks down on the plain of Damascus. It is here seen 
in its widest and fullest perfection, with the visible explanation 
of the whole secret of its great and enduring charm, that which 
it must have had when it was the solitary seat of civilisation in 
Syria, and which it will have as long as the world lasts. The 
river with its green banks is seen at the bottom, rushing 
through the cleft; it bursts forth, and, as if in a moment, 
scatters over the plain, through a circle of thirty miles, the 
same verdure which had hitherto been confined to its single 
channel. It is like the bursting of a shell — the eruption of a 
volcano— but an eruption not of death but of life.* 

* The origin of Damascus, os thus de- ligion. “Once,** ho said, “I passed by 
pending on this rush of many waters, is and saw the site of this city all coTered 
well expressed in the legendary account, by the sea, wherein was an abundance of 
said to have been given by Sl-Khudr, the water collected. After thi#I was absent 
Ancient Wanderer of the Mnasalman re- five hundred years, and, then returning, 
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Far and wide in front extends the level plain, its koriz^ 
bare, its lines of surrounding bills bare, all bare far away 
on the road to Palmyra and Bagdad. In (he midst of this 
plain lies at our feet the vast lake or island of deep verduH^ 
walnuts and apricots waving above, com and grass below; and 
in the midst of this mass of foliage rises— striking out 
its white arms of streets hither and thither, and its white 
minarets above the trees which embosom them— the City of 
Damascus. On the right towers the snowy height of Hermon 
overlooking the whole scene; close behind are the sterile 
limestone mountains : so that one stands literally between the 
living and the dead; and the ruined arches of the ancient 
chapel, which serve as a centre and framework to the prospect 
and retrospect, still preserve the magnificent story which, 
whether fact or fiction, is well worthy of this sublime view. 
Here, hard by tlie sacred heights of Salhiyeh, consecrated by 
the caverns and tombs of a thousand Mussulman saints, the 
Prophet is said to have stood, whilst yet a camel driver from 
Mecca, and, after gazing on the scene below, to have turned 
away without entering the city : Man,*' he said, ** can have 
but one paradise, and my paradise is fixed above !*'* It is this 
grand aspect of Damascus which at once reveals the long- 
sustained antiquity of the city. Its situation secured its per- 
petuity ; the first seat of man in leaving, the last on entering, 
the wide desert of the East. There may be other views in 
the world more beautiful ; there can hardly be another at once 
so beautiful and so instructive. “ This is indeed worth all 
the toil and danger it has cost me to come here,” was the 
speech of the distinguished historian* whose premature death 
at Damascus almost immediately afterwards gave a mournful 
significance to his words. 

No details at Damascus can be compared with this first 

beheld a city commenced therein, where * Maundretl, Early Travellers, p, 485. 
many were walking about.” (Jelal^ed- The chapel is called “ Kubbet*cn«Ntlsr,** 
din, p. 486.) The name given by Julian “the Dome of Victory.” According ic 
io Damaecns (Epist. 24, ad Serapion : one version of the story it is said to be 
j^binson, Lat. Bes. 453), “ The Eye of the grave of the Prophet's guides .whc 
the East” is singularly appropriate to this said, “ Here let me die,” 

burst of Bowing water. SeeApi>eudix, in ^ Henry Thomas Buckle died at Da- 
voce At». mascus on May 29, 1862. 
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4i{>proaeb. The Biblical localities divide themselves into two 
classes. The first relate to Abraham. His stay at Damascus is too 
faintly indicated in the sacred record to furnish any 
ground for specifying any scenes in connection with 
it But assuming, as it does, a large place both in heathen and 
Mussulman traditions, it has invested with some interest two or 
three of the localities in the neighbourhood. 
of^brSm. distance of two miles outside the walls is the 

village of Hobah,* said to be that to which Abraham 
pursued the kings. The only place in it now visited is the syna- 
gogue. In the cornerof thebuildingis a hole, said to have been the 
retreat of Elisha, and entered by a rude staircase, long worn away. 
It is still frequented by sick pilgrims, who “ come and sleep, and 
rise the next morning well.** In the centre of the building is a 
space enclosed within rails, formerly said to mark the place of 
Hazaers coronation, but now called the grave of Elisha's ser- 
vant (evidently meaning Gehazi), who died here, in the hundred 
and twentietli year of his age, and over whose grave this rail- 
ing was erected to prevent the burial of another on the same 
spot. A little to the west of this, close upon the mountain, and 
at the entrance of the gorge leading to Helbon, is Burzeh, 
where a mosque covers a small cave called “The Place of 
Abraham,'* in all probability the same as that mentioned by 
Josephus, under the name of “ The Habitation of Abraham.*^ 
It is the object of Mussulman pilgrimage, as the local traditions 
connect it with the fantastic legend of Abraham’s birth. It is 
also probably the site of the celebrated view described both in the 
Koran ^and Josephus, in which Abraham, seeing the rising and 
setting of the sun, the moon, and the stars, is led to abandon 
the worship of transitory things.* 

The other class of local traditions in Damascus is that relating 
to St. Paul. It is no wonder that, as every traveller 
o£S?!^PiS. ** conies near to Damascus,** the question arises, where 

took place that conversion which turned the fortunes of 
tlie world— the “ vision at noon,** “ above the brightness of the sun,*^ 


' Q«n. iiy. 15. 

^ Ibii Batuta 1, 28. See Lectures on 
the Jewish Church, i. p. 481, 1 may 


refer to the same work (p, 477) for a con- 
sideration of Dr. Beke's ^tempt to find 
Haran in the neighbourhooa of Damascus^ 
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even the Syrian noonday sun ? * We know only that it was on, the 
road from Jerusalem ; and the expression seems to indicate that 
Damascus was in sight, perhaps we may even say had come sud- 
denly into sight. Four distinct* spots have been pointed out%t 
different times in the neighbourhood, at a greater or less distance* 
within ten miles of the city. Of these four spots, the only one 
now kept in remembrance is situated at about a quarter of an 
hour to the east, in tlie Christian burial-ground, and is marked by 
a small mass of conglomerate stone. Not far off is the so-called 
Tomb of St. George, “the good porter,’* who is traditionally 
said to have assisted St. Paul in his escape over the adjacent 
wall ; and to the stone altar erected over this tomb are brought 
all the coffins of the Christian dead before their interment. 
Indeed, with that triviality w'hich so often marks Oriental 
tradition, the ignorant guides of the place speak only of the 
escape and hiding-place of the Apostle, and have lost all 
memory of his vision and conversion. 

A more authentic locality in St. Paurs history is ‘‘the Straight 
Street.** From the Eastern to tlie Western Gate, through the 
heart of the city, there runs a long thoroughfare, called 
the “ Street of Bazaars,’* from the bazaars which, after 
a few hundred yards, contract and fill up its course. 

Both of the gates bear traces of Roman workmanship. That on 
the west is now so much blocked up by buildings, as to be almost 
undistiiiguishable. Tliat on the east, however, shows distinctly 
the triple archwa}", which opened on the great road or street ; 
the large central arch leading to the broad central thoroughfare: 
the lesser arches on each side leading to the side thoroughfares, 
■divided from the central one by colonnades. This, was the 
Via Recta, which here, as in all the Syi*o-Greek or Syro- 
Roman towns — Niciea, Gerasa (Jerash), Philadelphia (AmmAn), 
Antioch, Palm^Ta — intersected the cit}' in the straight line that 
gave it its name.* In this street, “ in the house of Judas,*' the 

' Act« ix. 3, xxvi. 13. on the appropriation of the eastern 

^ Quaresmiiis, ii. 874. Porter (Da* part of the city to the Museulmaiui* In 
cnaBcas, i. 43) points out that the spot the time of the Crusaders it was called 
shewn to D’Arvieux in the 17th cen- Melgiasaphar (Gesta Dei per Franoot, 
tury was on the western side of the city, 1073). 

and that the site was probably transferr^ * Porter’s Damascus, i. 4S. I explored 



itini ' SINAI ANp PALB3TINE. tW m 

Apostle is described as lodging. A house purporting to be the 
house of Judas is shown, as far as the present buildings will 
admit of its site being ascertained, within the direction of the 
ancient street. It contains a square room witli a stone floor, 
one portion of wliich is walled off for a *tomb, covered with the 
usual offerings of shawls, &c. It is called the Tomb of the 
Apostle'* {ffarari^ the name usually ^ven by Mussulmans, 
though not by Christians, to the Christian Apostles). This, 
and a house on the north-east side of the town, called the 
House of Ananias, are reverenced by Mussulmans as well as by 
Christians. 

It may be from a confused tradition of the vision of St. Paul, 
that a belief prevails amongst the Mussulmans of Damascus 
that our Lord, having ascended from the Mount of Olives at 
Jerusalem, has descended, or will descend, on the Mount of 
Fig% at Damascus.* One of the minarets of the great Mosque is 
called the Minaret of Isa (Jesus), from the expectation that this 
will be the spot. A dark neglected chamber half way up the 
minaret is shown as the place where He will stand to judge the 
world. Every prayer offered within its walls is on this account 
supposed to be sure of success, and hence the long exclusion 
of unbelievers from the mosque. 

it in ooin]Miny with the Rev. Mr. Rohson in tomb of Ananias) ia noticed by Maundrell 
1862. Compare Meiivale's History of (Early Trav. 4U4), and under its present 
Rome, iv. 478. * name by Pococke (U. 119). 

* The tomb (under tbe name of the ^ Jelial-addin, 152, 297. 
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THE GOSPEL HISTOEY AND TEACHING 


W OOJfHlCTIOH WITH 

THE LOCALITIES OF PALESTINE. 


It might be supposed from the much greater extent ol 
liistory, and the much greater variety of detail in the Old 
Testament than in the New, that the Old much rather than 
the New, would be constantly present in Palestine. But, on the 
•contrary, all travellers would probably bear witness how the 
Gospel history was always in the ascendant, how, whenever tlie 
recollections of the Old and of the New Testament came into 
collision, the former at once gave way. Of course this feeling 
is in a* great measure to be accounted for by the stronger hold 
which the New Testament possesses over European minds 
through its greater intrinsic importance, and through our more 
complete familiarity with its details. But it is not only this. 
The sight of the country brings forcibly before us the fact that 
the Gospel history, interwoven as it is with the same imagery 
aad the same natural features, is the completion and close* 
^without which the earlier history would be left imperfect. In 
the locaUties as in the events and in the teaching of Uie Sacred 
BaStory* the saying is true — Fetus Testamentum m Novo patet; 
Namni Testamentum in Vetere latct. And in these concluding 
Irenes the fewness and shortness of the glimpses are compen* 
sated by the vividness and clearness of the recognition. It is 
like travelling in the night. Whole tracts are traversed with 
no other approach to identity with former events, than is 
given by the knowledge that we are ti’eading the same ground 
and breathing the same air. Suddenly a flash lightning 
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comes, and for an instant tower, and tree, and field are seen 
as distinctly and as immistakeably as in the broad daylight, 

I. In regard to the Gospel History, as distinct from the 
Parables and Discourses, the special events have ^he stages 
been sufficiently dwelt upon in connection with their of tha 
separate localities. What is here proposed is to 
view them in connection with each other, and as a whole. 

1. The Infancy of Christ embraces two localities, Bethlehem 
and Egypt. Of these the notices are so slight in the The In- 
Gospel narratives as hardly to leave a trace on the sub- 
sequent history. Egypt is never again mentioned ; Betlilehem 
only once, or at most twice, and then doubtfully and obscurely. 
But in the legends of the Apocryphal Gospels, the local circum- 
stances of each event are unfolded in the utmost detail, and the 
spots indicated — the sycomore at Heliopolis, and the grotto at 
Bethlehem* — are those still pointed out. The fact is worth 
notice, as showing that the Apocryphal rather than the Canonical 
Gospels, are the real sources of tlie earliest local traditions ; and 
that in this, probably, lies their chief historical importance. 

3. The connected history of Christ begins with Nazareth He 
appeared, not as the Prophet of Bethlehem, but as the 
Prophet of Nazareth. Nazareth was accordingly the 
centre, from and to which He came and returned, on the two 
only occasions when we read of his emerging from that 
secluded basin, before He finally left it for His public ministry. 
"When He went iq) with His parents to the Passover, the 
caravan must in all probability have followed the course of the 
Roman road by Scythopolis and Neapolis, and then for the first 
time He saw the interior of Palestine. The one or two days' 
journey from Nazareth to Bethabara, either by Scythopolis 
or by the bridge at the foot of the Sea of Galilee, must have 
introduced Him for the first time to the wild scenery of the 
Jordan-valley, and of its eastern Desert*. 

3. Amongst the vaiious questions which come before the 
student of Scripture, few are of greater interest than The Public 
to ascertain the principle of the differences between 
the earlier and the latest of the Evangelists. The inw^ard 

* See lutrodttction, p. xxxr. and Chapter XIV. ^ Chapters VII. and X. 
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differences of style and character cannot be here considered* 
But the outward difference of arrangement has been evidently^ 
if not occasioned, at any rate influenced, by local considera* 
tions. The first three Gospels turn almost entirely on the 
ministrations in Galilee ; the Gospel of St. John turns almost 
entirely on the ministrations in Judaea. If the reader takes the 
Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, he would 
hardly be aware, till he approached the final chapters, that 
Judaea was in existence. If he takes the Gospel of St. Jolin, 
he will find tliat, although Galilee is mentioned from time to 
time, yet it is always as the exception, not the rule ; in three 
chapters only out of the twenty which form the regular narra- 
tive, always with a reason, almost an excuse, for the retirement 
from the sphere of His labours, ‘‘in Judaea,** “amongst the 
Jews,” “at Jerusalem.” Galilee and Judcea are opposed to 
each other, as two distinct countries, rather than as two 
provinces of the same country. How it was that these Galilean 
and Judaean cycles of history are represented in the respective 
narratives, as thus independent of each other, perhaps it is not 
possible to determine ; but the marked distinction between the 
two spheres is common to both systems of narrative. It is not 
more extraordinary that St. John should speak of Galilee as 
thus separate in race and interests from Judasa, than that the 
Three Evangelists should speak of the passage into Judaea as a 
marked and exceptional departure from the ministrations of 
Galilee, as the turning-point of the history, the crossing, if one 
may so speak, of the Rubicon of Palestine. This distinction 
between Judaa and Galilee is, as we have seen, founded in the 
features of the country. That broad separation* which from the 
earliest times existed between the fortunes of the four northern 
Tribes and those of the south, at the time of the Christian 
era was still further increased, through the occupation of the 
intervening country of Samaria by a hostile sect. Any one who 
took either Judsea or Galilee as the point of view from which 
to regard the rest of Palestine, would naturally look on the 
other as remote and separate from that of which he was writing. 
If then (for whatever reason), the range of the Evangelists 

i 


^ See Obapter X. 
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vision was confined to the spheres respectively of tlie north 
and of the south — of the lake and the mountains, and the wild 
peasantry, on the one hand, — of the City and the Ttoiple, and 
the cultivated Jews on the other, — some, at least, of the diver- 
gences and omissions in the two sets of narratives are ex- 
plained, The demoniacs, who, even as late as the third 
century, peculiarly infested the shores of the Galilean lake, 
would naturally find no place in the Gospel of St. John. The 
raising of Lazarus in Judaea would find no place in the Gospels 
of the earlier three. 

4. Galilee and Judaea were the chief, but not the only scenes 
of our Lord’s ministration. Of the transient passages 
through the intervening tract of Samaria, nothing menUVom 
more can be added to what has been already said of 
the one remarkable halt at Shechem or Neapolish 
Three distinct occasions, however, occur when, partly from the 
hostility, partly from the excitement, of the popular mind, 
Christ was compelled to retire into the less fre(juented pai*ts of 
Palestine, and where, accordingly, the local sphere is enlarged. 
The first of these occasions was when John was beheaded, 
when many of the disciples turned away from Him, when the 
first approach of His end dawned upon Him and upon them, — 
after the feeding of the multitudes on the Sea of Galilee. The 
eastern shoi'es of the lake, the limits of the Holy Land towards 
the west, on tlie boundaries of Tyre and Sidon, and far away 
to the north, the villages of Cfesarea Philippi, for this period 
of His life, and for no other, are seen by glimpses only, yet still 
distinctly in the Gospel narratives.® The second occasion of 
such danger is that mentioned in the Fourth Gospel, — ^wlien 
He encountered the same hostility at Jerusalem as He had 
before encountered in Galilee. And here again the scene of 
His retirement is in accordance with what might have been 
expected. What the northern and western mountains of Galilee 
were to that province, Pertea and the Jordan- valley were to 
Judsaa. ‘‘Beyond Jordan” “He abode, — ”or “at Ephraim,” 
— the high village on the outskirts of the hills of Benjamin, 
“near,” and overhanging, “the wilderness” of the Jordan, 

> See CbApter V, ® See Cbapters VI. X. XI. 



m 


ISIirAI AND f AlMmS. 


[ofU?. mu 


ccmtinued with His disciples^ ** walking no mom openly 
amongst the Jews*.” And with these notices in St. John agrees 
the statenfent in St. Matthew's Gospel, that in the last period 
of His life, before His final entrance into Jerusalem, He 
*'came into tlie coasts of Judsea beyond Jordan,” — and with 
both of these statements agrees the narrative of all the Four, 
which makes that final approach to have been — not from the 
usual northern road through Samaria, — but from Jericho. 

II. It has been thought worth while, at the risk of some 
The Para- repetition, briefly to bring together the general frame- 
bles. work of the Gospel History, parily as a means of 
testing its general truth, partly as a helj), though slight, to 
finding our way through tlie disregard of time and place which 
pervades three at least of the narratives. 

But there remains a greater interest. Every traveller in 
Palestine has recognised the truth of what every commentator 
has conjectured from the likeliliood of the case, — the suggestion 
of the imagery ^of the Parables, by what may still be seen pass- 
ing before the eye of the spectator of those scenes. Let us now 
collect together all these instances, and observe what light 
they throw upon the place, or the mode, of the teaching of 
which they formed the framework. 

1. The first Parable that rises before the mind of the traveller 
The Para- enters Judjea from the Desert, is that of the 

Vineyard. “There was a certain householder who 
planted a vineyard, and set a ‘ wall ' around it, and 
digged a wine -press, and built a tower*.” It is one of tlie few 
(a) The instances — perhaps the only one — in which an image 
Vmeyard. Qld Testament is almost exactly repeated in 

the discourses of Christ. — The “song of my beloved*,” the 
vineyard in a hill, the horn of oiP, with “the wall,” “the 
stones gathered out,' ’ “ the vine of Sorek, the tower in the 
midst of it,” and “ the wine-press,” — are common to the Gospel 
Parables, and to tlie prophecies of Isaiah. Of botli, an equal 
‘ illustration is preserved in what has been before described as 
one of the main characteristics of the southern scenery of 


‘ John xi. 64. See Chapter VII. * Isa. v. 1, 2. % 

^ Matt. xxi. $3; Mark xii. 1. See ^ Heb. for very fruitful hill,’* Scf 
Chapter 1. Part II. p. 102, xnargin of Bnglish Bible. 
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Palestine. Enclosures of loose stone, like the walls of fields 
in Derbyshire or Westmoreland, everywhere catch the eye on 
the bare slopes of Hebron, of Bethlehem, and of Olivet ; and 
at the corner of each rises its square gray tower — at first sight 
hardly distinguishable from the rains of ancient churches or 
fortresses, wliich lie equally scattered over the hills of Judtea; 
whilst, more rarely, the rocky surface of the ground is hewn into 
tlie level floor for the pressing of the grapes, and the cavity to 
receive the juice as it streams from the feet of the wiue-pressers‘. 

To a certain extent, the mrmber of vineyaitls now seen in 
the south, must be ascribed to the fact that in the southern 
towns is to be found the greatest amount of Christian or Jewish 
population, who alone can properly cultivate what is to Mussul- 
mans a forbidden fruit. But it has been already shown that 
Judah* must always have been the chief seat of the vine in 
Palestine. And thus the past history of the nation concurs 
with our own present experience in pointing to what was one of 
the most obvious and familiar images of Palestine at the time 
when the Parables were delivered, of wliicli no less than five 
have relation to vineyards, — that of the labourers, that of the 
fig-tree, that of the husbandmen, that of the two sons, and that 
of the true vine. 

Of the two first the scene is doubtful. The Parable of the 
labourers was, if we can trust the order in which it occurs, 
spoken in Pereea. In the dearth of modern information on 
those i}arts it is useless to speculate. But the vhieyards of 
Moab were famous in former days*. The Parable of “ the fig- 
tree is one amongst many, of wliich the place is left wholly 
uncertain. Yet, iDlaced as it is, in close juxta-position with the 
story of the massacre of the Galileans in the Temple, and the 
fall of the tower of Siloam, — it is natural to coimect it with 
Jerusalem. The peculiarity of the image — that of o, fig-tree 
in a vineyard , — however tmlike to the European notion of a 
mass of unbroken vine-clad hills, is natural in Palestine, where 
fig-trees, thorn-trees, apple-trees, whether in corn-fields or vine- 
yards, are allowed to grow freely wherever they can get soil to 
support them. 

* A good matance of this may be seen pare Namb. xxi. 22, and Josh. xtii. 19 
on the hills S. of Hebron. (Sibmah). Buckingham (c. 4) speaks o( 

^ See Chapter HI. p. 164. the vineyards at Anab, near Ammon. 

® Isa. xtL 8—10; Jer. xldii. 32. Com- 
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But of the three remaining Parables of this class, the place can 
hardly b6 doubted. If, as the narrative implies, the Parables 
of the two sons and of the husbandmen were spoken in the 
courts of the Temple, the Moimt of Olives, with the evening 
light resting on those ancient towers and enclosures of vine* 
yards, which mark its long slopes, was immediately in view to 
point and to enliven the story. If, as has been often conjectured, 
the Parable of the True Vine* was spoken after they had risen 
from the Supper, and passed out into the night air ; then again, 
the vine might be at hand, either on the moonlit sides of Olivet, 
or else, perhaps, creeping round the court of the house where 
they were assembled. 

Mount Olivet besides its abundance of olives, is still 
a) The sprinkled with fig-trees. Bethphage possibly derives 
Fig-tree. j[^g name from this circumstance*. One allusion to 
these fig-trees has been already noticed. There are two others, 
and they are indisputably connected with Olivet. One is the 
parable not spoken, but acted, with regard to the fig-tree, which, 
when all the others around it were, as they are still, bare at the 
beginning of April, was alone clothed with its broad green 
leaves, though without the corresponding fruit. Fig-trees may 
still be seen overhanging the ordinary road from Jerusalem to 
Bethany, growing out of the rocks of the solid “ mountain®,** 
which might, by the prayer of faith, be removed, and cast into 
the distant Mediterranean ‘‘sea.** On Olivet, too, the brief 
parable in the great prophecy was spoken, when He pointed to 
the bursting buds of spring in the same trees, as they grew 
around Him : — Behold the fig-tree and all the trees — when 
they now shoot fortli — when liis branch is yet tender and 
putteth forth leaves, ye see and know of your own selves that 
summer is now nigh at hand\*’ 

Another image which, whatever may have been the case 
<<j) The ’ formerly, is now seen again and again in the immediate 
Shepherd, vicinity of Jerusalem®, is that of the shepherds 
leading over the hills their flocks of sheep and goats, — of white 

* John XV. 1. Compare the preceding other parts of Palestine, poubtless in 

verse, Arise, let us go hence.” the great plains of the north and west we 

- See Chapter III. p. 187. must have met them. But in Central 

3 Matt. xxi. 21. Palestine 1 recall them only in the wild 

^ Lnke xxi. 20, SO. Matt. xxiv. 32. uplands above Bethany, and on tlie slopes 

* Matt. XXV. 32. I cannot now <»dl of Olivet above the Kedron. Siloam, 
to mind how frequently they occurred in close by, is now a village of shepherds. 
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sheep and of black goats, intermingled on the mountain-side, 
yet by th*»ir colour at once distinguishable from each other. 
The “shepherds,** we know, “ abode with their flocks*,** at that 
time, at least witliin a few miles of Jerusalem ; it is possible 
that even then, when the Mount of Olives must have been much 
more thickly set with trees and enclosures, such a flock may 
have w'andered up the sides of the hill, and suggested to Him 
who was sitting there with His disciples over against the 
Temple, the scene of the Shepherd of Mankind dividing the 
parts of that vast flock, each from each, the sheep on His right 
hand, and the goats on His left*. There is also one other 
parable of tliis class, of which the scene, though not so dis- 
tinctly specified, is yet placed close to Jerusalem. It was 
whilst he w^as conversing with the excommunicated blind man, 
not within the Temple courts, and therefore, probably in His 
other usual resort, on Olivet, that he addressed to the Pharisees 
the Parable of the Good Shepherd*. The sheepfold on the 
slope of the hill, the wicket-gate, the keeper of the gate, the 
sheep, as in all southern countries, following, not preceding, 
the shepherd whoso voice they hear— may have been present to 
His mind then, as in the later parable ; and thus it may have 
been the same outward scene which embraced the images of the 
mild and beneficent Guardian and of the stern and awful Judge 
of the human race. 

There is yet another parable, drawn from the shepherd-life 
of Palestine, of wdiich, however, both the context and its own 
contents carry us away from Judaea. The indications of the 
scene of the Lost Sheep are indefinite, yet both in Si Luke 
and St. Matthew, the last preceding note of place connects it* 
with Galilee. But the combined description of the pastures 
“ in the wilderness* ” and “ on the mountains* ” can hardly find 
any position in Palestine precisely applicable, except the 
“ mountainous country ** or “ wilderness,** so often called by 
these names, on the east of the Jordan. The shepherd of that 
touching parable thus becomes the successor of the wild herds- 
men of the trans-Jordanic tribes, who wandered far and wide 


* Luke ii. 8, 

* Matt. XXV. 32, ZZ* 
« Johux. 1—14. 


* Matt. xvii. 24; xix. 1 ; Lakexiu. 31* 

* Luke XV. 4. 

* klatt. xviiL 12. 
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over those free and open hills, — ^the last relics of the patriarchal 
state of their ancestors ^ 

The previous context* of “the Good Samaritan’* would 
(d^ The us to connect its delivery with Galilee* 

OeodSama- But the immediately succeeding context naturally 
ritan. brings us into Bethany*. In this case the story may 
have been spoken on the spot which must certainly have sug- 
gested it. There we see tlie long descent of three thousand 
feet, by which the traveller “ went dowti ” from Jerusalem on 
its high table -land, to Jericho in the Jordan-valley. There the 
}ast traces of cultivation and habitation, after leaving Bethany, 
vanish away, and leave him in a wilderness as bare and as 
solitary as tlie Desert of Arabia. Up from the valley of the 
Jordan below, or from the caves in the overhanging mountains 
around him, issue the Bedouin robbers, who from a very early 
time* gave this road a proverbial celebrity for its deeds of 
blood, and who now make it impossible for even the vast host 
of pilgrims to descend to the Jordan witliout a Turkish guard\ 
Sharp turns of the road, projecting spurs of rock, everywhere 
fflLcilitate the attack and escape of the plunderers. They seize 
upon the traveller and strip him, as is still the custom of 
their descendants in like case; they beat him severely, and 
leave Iiim naked and bleeding imder the fierce sun reflected 
from the white glaring mouptains, to die, unless some un- 
expected aid arrives. “By chance,” ‘by a coincidence of 
circumstances*’ that could hardly be looked for, the solitude 
of the road is on the day of this adventure broken by three 
sucessive travellers ascending or descending the toilsome 
height. The first who came was, like the previous traveller, 
on his way from the capital; a priest, probably going to the 

^ Seo Chapter VI IT, rate, Jerome’s testimony to the fact of 

^ Ltike X, 13 — 15. 3 x. 38. the robbers is important. But the more 

* The pass seems to be that called ia natural meanin^f of the word is “ the 
Joshua XV. 7; xviii. 17, the “‘ascent Pass of the lled-haired men,” as if 
of ‘ Adummim.” This name is explained alluding to some Arab tribe; and so 
by Jerome (Be Locis Hebraicis, in voce the LXX take it, wd^acris The 

Adnmmim) to allude to the blood “qui whole pass is white limestone, with the 
in illo loco a latronibus fonditur.” That remarkable exception of one large mass of 
this may be the sense of Adummim is purplish rock, on the ascent from Jericho, 
clear from Isaiah Ixiii. 2, where the shortly before reaching the Khan Haddr, 
same word is used for the blood>stained or traditional site of the inn. For the 
garments of the conqueror from Edom guard see Chap. VII. p. 314. 

(see, toc^ 2 Kings iii. 22) ; and, at any * aori vvyKvpiav, Luke x. 31. 
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great sacerdotal station in Jericho. The road, as it winds 
amongst the rocky hills where the traveller is thus exposed, 
rises usually into a higher pathway, immediately above the 
precipitous descent on the left hand. The priest “ saw ” — no 
one on that long descent could fail to see, even from a distance 
— ^the wounded man lying by the rocky roadside, and he tinned 
up on the high pathway and passed him by. The next was a 
Levite, coming or going between the two priestly cities, and he, 
when he readied tlie spot, also cast a momentary glance of 
compassion at the stranger, and climbed the pathway and went 
forward. The third was one of the hated race, who was not 
more solitary here in this wild Desert than he would have been 
in the crowded streets of Jerusalem. He, too, mounted on his 
ass or mule, came close to the fatal spot, saw the stranger, 
bound up the wounds, placed him on his own beast, and 
brought him before evening to a caravanserai, — such an one as 
may be still seen in the ruins of a Khan or Hospice on the 
mountain -side, about half-way between Jerusalem and Jericho, 
— and on the morning left him there to be cared for till he 
sliould himself return to Jerusalem. Such is the outward story, 
truly the product of one of the most peculiar scenes of Judfea, 
yet which has now spread through a range as vast as its own wide 
scope ; the consolation of the wanderer and the sufferer, of the 
outcast and the heretic, in every age and in every country. 

2. From the cycle of parables in Judeea, we pass to those 
in Galilee. Of these, the greater part are grouped The Para- 
in tlie discourse from the fishing-vessel off the beach 
of the Plain of Gennesareth. Is tliere anything on 
the spot to suggest the images thus conveyed ? So, (if I may 
speak for a moment of myself,) I asked as I rode along the 
track under the hillside, by which the Plain of Gennesareth is 
approached. So I asked, at the moment seeing nothing but 
the steep sides of the hill alternately of rock and grass. And 
when I tliought of the parables of the sower, I answered, that 
here at least was nothing on which the Divine Teaching could 
fasten : it must have been the distant corn-fields of The 
Samaria or Esdraelon on which His mind was dwell- Com-fieidi. 
ing. The thought had hardly occured to me, when a slight 
recess in the hillside, close upon the plain, disclosed at once. 
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in detail, and with a conjunction which I remember nowhere 
else in Palestine, every feature of the great parable. There 
was the undulating corn-field descending to the water* s edge. 
There was the trodden pathway running through the midst of 
it, with no fence or hedge to prevent the seed from falling 
here and there on either side of it, or upon it ; itself hard with 
the constant tramp of horse and mule, and human feet. There 
was the “good** rich soil, which distinguishes the whole of 
that plain and its neighbourhood from the bare hills elsewhere 
descending into the lake, and which, where there is no inter- 
ruption, produces one vast mass of corn. There was the rocky 
ground of the hillside protruding here and there tlirough the 
corn-fields, as elsewhere through the grassy slopes. There were 
the large bushes of thorn — the “Nabk,** that kind of which 
tradition says that the Crown of Thoms was woven, — springing 
up, •like the fruit trees of the more inland in the very 

midst of the waving wheat*. 

This is the most detailed illusti'ation of any of the Galilean 
parables. But the image of corn-fields generally must have 
been always present to tlie eye of the multitudes on shore, — 
of the Master and disciples in the boat, — as constantly as the 
vineyards at Jerusalem. “The earth bringing forth fruit 
of itself;** “the blade, the ear, the full corn in the ear’;’* 
“the reapers coming with , their sickles’ for the harvest ^** 
could never be out of place in the Plain of Gennesareth. 
And it is probable that these corn-fields would always have 
exhibited* the sight which has been observed in the plains 
of the Upper Jordan beyond the Lake of Merom, and 
in the great corn-fields of Samaria’, — women and children 
employed in picking out from the wheat the tall green 
stalks, still called by the Arabs “ Zuwan.** This is appa* 
rently the same word as the Greek “Zizania,*** rendered in 
our version “ tares ^’* These stalks, it can easily be imagined, 

^ See Chapter X. Tn 1862, I observed scribes this sight in the former locality, 
that the same mixture of cornfield, path- I saw it in the latter, 
way, rock, and thorn, extended through ^ The Arabic word Zuw&n is derived 
the whole of this part of the shoi*es of the from Zd.n, ** nausea.'* (iCdviov is found 
lake, particularly on the western extremity nowhere but in the New jestameut, and 
of the plain of Gennesareth, and on the in the ecclesiastical writers who have 
broken ground between Khan Minyeh and probably derived it from thence. — S. 
Tabigah. ^Markiv. 28. ^Markiv. 29. Jerome (on Matt, xiii.) expressly iden* 

* Matt. xiii. 30, 39, 41. tifies it with lollium, 

* Dr. Wilson (Lands of the Bible) de- ^ Matt. xiii. 25—30, 36 — 40. 
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if sowed designedly throughout the fields, would be inseparable 
from the wheat, from which, even when growing naturally and 
by chance, they are at first sight hardly distinguishable. 

Of the rest of the imagery in that series of parables, it is 
perhaps not necessary to speak. Yet in the countless 
birds of all kinds — aquatic fowls by the lake-side, par- 
tridges and pigeons hovering, as on the Nile -bank, over the rich 
plain of Gennesaretli, we may still see the “birds of the air*” 
wdiicli “ came and devoured the seed by the way side*/* or 
wdiich took refuge in the spreading branches of the mustard- 
tree*. And even the relics of the great fisheries TheFiahe- 
which once made the fame of Gennesaretli, the two 
or three solitary fishermen casting their nets into the lake from 
its rocky banks, are enough to recall the image which here 
alone, in inland Palestine, could have had a meaning ; of the 
net which was “ cast into the sea and gathered of every kind\” 
fr*om all the various tribes which still people those lonely 
waters. 

Of the rest of the parables I do not profess to speak. Some 
need no local illustration. Of otliers I have been unwilling to 
state aii^dhing beyond what fell within my own knowledge, or 
has been exx^rcssly recorded by trustworthy observers. 


^ Matt. vi. 20. See Chapter X. p. 
S73. 

2 Matt. xiii. 4 ; Luke viii, 5, 

^ Matt. xiii. 31, 32 ; Mark ir, 31 ; 
Luke xiii. 19, What precise tree is 
meant hy the mustard-tree {aiyam), is 
hiirdly deterrnined sufficiently. But an 
able article hy Prufessor Boyle (Journal 
of Royal Asiatic Society, No. xv. p. 113) 
goes far to identify it with the Salvadora 
Persica ; called in Arabic Khadel, in 
Hebrew Chardal, in the north-west of 
India Khardely and, therefore, ai»pa- 
rently the same as aivaniy which, in the 
Syriac version, is translated KhardeL 
It is said to grow in the neighbourhood 
of Damascus and Jerusalem, on the shores 
of the Dead Sea, in the Valley of the 
J ordan, and on the shores of the Lake of 
Oennesareth. He thus winds up hi.s 
argument ; “We have in it a small seed, 
which, sown in cultivated groynd, 
abounds in foliage. This being pungent, 
may, like the seed, have been used as a 
eonchment, as mustard and cress is with 
us. The nature of the plant, however, 
is to become arboreous ; and thus it will 


form a largo shrub, or a tree, twenty-five 
feet high, under which a horseman 
may stand, where the soil and climate 
are favourable. It produces numerous 
branches and leaves, among which birds 
may and do take shelter afj*well as build 
their nests. It has a name in Syria which 
may be considered as traditional from the 
earliest times, of which the Greek is a 
correct translation. Its seeds have the 
pungent taste, and are used for the same 
puri>oses as mustard. And in a country 
where trees arc not plentiful, tho 

shores of the Uakc of Tiberias, this tree 
is s;iid to abound ; t.c., in the very 
locality where the parable was spoken. 
If we consider, luoreover,” ho adds, “the 
wide distribution of this plant from 
Damascus to Cai )0 Comorin, and from the 
Persian Gulf to Senegambia, we shall find 
that it is well suited to illustrate the 
typical comparison of the doctrine of the 
Gospel, which, though at first gaining 
only a few adherents, would, in the end, 
spread far and wide.’* (76. 139.) 

* Matt. xiii. 47. (See Chapter X. 
p. 376.) 
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HI. From the nature of the case, the Discourses of Christ 
The Die- ^ess directly connected with the scenes where they 
eourses. delivered than tlie Parables. In the latter, 

outward imagery was expressly required ; in the former, it could 
only be incidental. Yet, though for the most part tlie discourses 
will be understood wholly without regard to local tillusions, 
tliere are still some cases in which such allusions may be easily 
discerned. The intimate connection of the conversation at 
Jacob’s Well with the neighbouring objects has been already 
noticed*. The natural gi*owth of the discourse on the Bread of 
Life* from the multiplied bread in the Desert is too obvious to 
need any explanation. The loud cry in the court of the Temple 
on the last great day of the Feast of Tabernacles*, must refer 
to the spring in the heart of the Temple rock, from which 
flows the living water into the two pools of Siloam, whence on 
that day the water was brought to the Temple service. The 
declaration, ^‘I am the light of the world^” has, with great 
probability, been refeiTed to the lighting up the colossal candle- 
stick in the same festival; the more remarkable in the profound 
darkness which then, as now, reigned through the night of an 
Oriental town. The ‘‘wliited sepulchres,” beautiful without, 
but within full of dead men’s bones*, are often supposed to be 
illustrated by the whitewashed domes, which in Egypt and 
Syria always mark the tombs of Mussulman saints. But these 
are all modem, and there can be little doubt that the real ex- 
planation must be sought in tlie ornaments, and possibly the 
p’aintings* now disappeared, of the vast array of sepulchres 
with which the hills and valleys about Jerusalem are perforated, 
and some of which, if the discourse was spoken in the Temple, 
may have been visible at the moment in the Valley of tlie 
Kedron. 

These are perhaps all the allusions that can be traced in the 
TheSermon special scenes of the lesser discourses. But we natu- 
on the rally ask whether, in the greatest of all, the Sermon 
Mount Mount, any such can be discovered, spoken 

as it was, if not on tlie very mountain now pointed out in the 

f 

* Seo Chapter V. ^ John viiL 12. 

' John vi. 32, Ac. ® Matt xxiii. 27. 

^ John vii. 37. See Chapter III. 
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plain of Hattiii, yet certainly on one of the heights of the 
western shore of the lake, and, therefore, commanding a view, 
in its essential features common to all of them, and well known 
to us now*. It must he granted (perhaps w*e ought rather to 
say thankfully acknowledged), that there are very few passages 
in that discourse which arc illustrated, still fewer wdiich are 
explained, by a sight of the localities. Tliese few, though often 
noticed, must be here briefly collected. 

1. One of the most striking objects in the prospect from any 
of these hills, especially from the traditional IMount The City 00 
of the Beatitudes, is the city of Safed, placed high on 
a bold spur of the Galilean Anti-Lebanon. Dr. Bobinson lias 
done much to prove that Safed itself is a city of modem date. 
But, if any city or fortress existed on tliat site at the time of the 
Christian era, it is difficult to doubt the allusion ta it, in “ the 
city ‘ lying * on the mountain top*.” The only other that could 
he embraced within the view of the speaker w’^ould be the village 
and fortress of Tabor, whioh Avould be distinctly visible from 
the Mount of the Beatitudes, though not from the hills on the 
lake-side. Eitlier or both of these would suggest the illustra- 
tion, wliich would be more striking from the fact, that this 
situation of cities on the tops of hills is as rare in Galilee as it 
is common in Judiea. 

S. The most remarkable appeal to nature, which occurs in 
the wliole of the New Testament, is found in this dis- 
course, — “ Behold the fowls of the air,” and “ Con- mhI the 
sider the lilies of the field*.” Tlie flocks of birds ii> 
the neighbourhood of Gennesareth have been already observed. 
Their number, their beauty, their contrast with the busy stir of 
sowing and reaping, and putting into bams, visible in the plain 
below, (wiiether of Hattin or Gennesaretl^^) must Lave ahvays 
courted observation. What the especial flower may be, here 
indicated by the word* which we translate ** lily,'' it is impossible 
precisely to determine. The only “lilies” which I saw in 
Palestine in the months of Marcli and April were large yellow 

^ Sec Chapter X. Pirjpons — leads straight from the plain of 

3 11 Ais hrdvo) Upoys Knfjkiyrf. — ^Matt. Hatttn to that of Gennesareth, rith the 
X4. luoimtain visible at the end. 

» Matt. vi. 26, 28. * ^ 

^ The W&dy Hymam—the valley of 
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water-lilies, in the clear spring of 'Ain el-Mellahah, near the 
Lalce of Merom, But if, as is probable, the name may include 
the numerous flowers of the tulip or amaryllis kind, which 
appear in the early summer, or the autumn of Palestine, the 
expression becomes more natural, — the red and golden hue 
more fitly suggesting the comparison with the proverbial 
gorgeousness of the robes of Solomon. And, though there 
may not be any special appropriateness to Galilee, the brilliant 
flowers of Palestine are one of the most attractive features of 
i|s scenery, the more so from the want of colour or form in the 
general landscape* ; and the wide expanse which they cover at 
once places them on a level with the “ grass of the field,” 
which might be cut down in a moment to feed the oven in a 
country where fuel was scarce. 

3. The ii^ge with which, both in St. Matthew and St. Luke, 
The for- the discourse concludes, is one familiar to all eastern 
rent. j Southern climates, — a torrent, suddenly formed by 

the mountain rains, and sweeping away all before it in its descent 
tlirough what a few minutes before had been a dry channel®. 
Yet it may be observed that it is an image far more natural in 
Galilee than in Judaea; whether we take the perennial streams 
which run through the Plain of Gennesareth, or the torrent- 
streams* of the Kishon and the Belus, which on the west run 
through the Plain of Esdraelon to the Mediterranean. As 
applied to tliem, this likene’ss has far more aptitude than if 
derived from the scanty and rare flooding of the Kedron and 
the w&dys of the south. The sudden inundation of the Kishon 
is a phenomenon already historical from the Old Testament ; 
and, if we are to press the allusion to the “ sand,” on which 
was built “ the house that fell,” then there is no other locality 
in Palestine to wdiich we can look, except the long sandy strip 


I See Chap. I. p. 100 ; Chap. II. p. 139. 
I have been told that these “fields of 
lilies” are actually to be seen in Spain. 

3 Matt. vii. 24-^27 ; Luke vi. 48. 

* Schwarz (p. 73) speaks of a prayer 
offered up by the High Priest on the day 
of Atonement for the inhabitante “of the 
valley of Sharon,” that their houses 
might not become their graves, — ^in 
allusion to tlie danger to which they 
were exposed from mountain torrents 


(Jerusalem Talmud, Joma, c. v.) He 
supposes that this valley is the part of 
the Plain of Esdraelon enclosed between 
Little Hermon and Gilboa. The grounds 
for this supposition, which chiefly rests 
on the modem name of the village of 
Shirin in the valley of Jezreol, are 
hardly sufficient. But, if correct, it ex- 
actly suits the Galilean opgia of this 
parable. 
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of land which bounds the eastern plain of Acre, and through 
which the Kishon flows into the sea. 

IV. Two or tliree obvious conclusions are forced upon 
us by this general view of the Parables and Dis- Conclu- 
eom^ses. 

First, if it is clear that the form of the teaching was suggested 
by the objects immediately present, — if the character 
of the Parables thus coincides with the notices of the ufeTe^- 
localities whore they occur, — it is a proof, incontest- 
able, and within small compass, that even that revelation, wliich 
was most unlike all others in its freedom from outward circum- 
stance, was yet circumscribed, or (if we prefer so to state it) 
assisted, by the objects within the actiuil range of the speaker’s 
vision. It is an argument, such as in the days of subtle 
theological speculation might have been justly and forcibly 
used for what is termed the Perfect Humanity of Christ. It is 
an argument which, in our own time, may be more practically 
used to show the simplicity and reality of a teaching which 
took its stand on the ordinary sights and sounds, still seen and 
heard in the .same land where that tcacliing was delivered. 
And, if it w^as thus suggested by outward existing images, it 
must also, by those images, be judged and explained. We axe 
apt sometimes to carry out into an infinite series of moral and 
theological conclusions the trutlis which are stated under these 
material forms. It might, perhaps, serve both to restrain us 
from precipitate inferences, and also to relieve us from some 
difficulties, if we bore in mind that the distinctness which 
necessarily belongs to physical objects cannot be transferred 
bodily to the moral world*. When, for example, we look on the 
track of the road, on the protruding rocks, on the thorny 
thickets, on the deep mould of the corn-fields of Geimesareth ; 
or, again, on tlie white sheep and the black goats of the 
flocks in Judaea ; we ought to feel that the division of mankind 
into various classes, when represented under those figures, 
necessarily assumes a definiteness of separation, which cannot 
be applied without modification to the complexities of the 
actual world. 

^ I owe this remark to a friend to whom it was suggested hy the above 
descriptions. 
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a. Agiwn, the mere fact, that our Lord’s? teaching ^-as 
Hameiiness s^gg^sted by familiar and passing objects, is not 
and Uni- without interest and instruction. It shows that He 
versaJity. affected by the outward impressions of tlie 

moment, not only in the graver events of His life, as when the 
sudden view of Jerusalem filled His eyes with tears, or tlie 
sight of sufferers drew forth the heaving sigh and the bitter 
groan, but habitually, and in His daily intercourse. Even if 
we knew no more than this general fact, it would be to us a 
touching proof that He was of “ the same flesh and blood,” 
tried,” in all points, ‘‘like as we are.” But another and a 
higher thought strikes us when we consider what 'were the 
especial objects which thus, if one may so say, gave a colour to 
the thoughts and expressions of Him who spake as never man 
spake. Though characteristic not only of the country, but of 
the particular spots of country, where the parables and dis- 
cottrses were uttered, they are yet so common and obvious that, 
but for these sacred allusions, one w^ould pass them by without 
notice. The grander features of the scenery, the mountains, 
the forests, the striking points of Oriental vegetation, palm and 
cedar, and terebinth, the images, in short, which fill the pages 
of the Psalmists and Prophets of the Older Dispensation, have 
no place in the Gospel Discourses. He must have been 
familiar with the magnificent prosx)ect from the heights above 
Nazareth. Hermon and Tabor must have been constantly 
before Him in His later wanderings. The Pisgah-view must 
have been His from the Percean hills. Yet rpne of these came 
within the circle of His teaching. Perhaps the only exce2)tion 
is the allusion, noticed before, in the Sermon on the Mount to the 
city set on a “mountain;” but this, even if certain, is a mere 
passing glance at a single point in tlie landscape. As a general 
rule, every image, every emotion is drawn from the humbler 
and plainer figures of every-day life and observation, — vine- 
yards and corn-fields, shejiherds and ploughmen, travellers and 
fishermen. And if the beauty of nature attracts His notice, it 
is still of . the same simple and general kind, — the burst of the 
radiance of an eastern sun, — the lively instincts and movements 
of the careless birds over His head,-i»^e gay coloufs of the 
carpet of flowers under His feet. If ^ere he any one passage 
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of the older Scriptures which specially represents the natural 
storehouse of the Parables of the Gospel, it is the gentle and 
touching burst of the imagery of spring in the Song of Sohgs : 

The winter is past, the rain is over and gone ; the flowers 
appear on the earth ; the time of the singing of Urd& is come, 
and tiie voice of the turtle is heard in our land ; the fig-tree 
putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender 
grape give a good smell It were vain to ask the i)recise 
cause of these omissions and selections. Perhaps there may 
be found some answer in the analogies, partial as they are, of 
the absorption of tlie greatest of ancient philosophers, of the 
noblest of mediaeval saints : wliich made Socrates delight in the 
city rather than in the country : which made St. Bernard on 
the shores of Geneva unconscious of the magnificence of the 
lake and mountains round him. But, rather, perhaps, we may 
say that it was the same humble and matter-of-fact, yet at the 
same time universal spirit, which characterised the whole 
course of His life on earth, and has formed the main outlines 
of His religion since. The homeliness of the illustrations, 
whilst it links the teaching with the daily life of His time, yet 
sufficiently frees tliem from local peculiarity to render tliem of 
universal application. They gain more force and vi\idness by 
being still seen on the spot, but they need little or no exjdajia- 
tion beyond what they themselves convey. What has often 
been said of the two Sacraments is, in fact, but one instance of 
what applies to His whole ministry. Taken from the common 
usages of Eastern life, ablution and the social meal, from the 
common elements of nature, water, bread, and the fruit of the 
vine, there is Jiardly a country ^vhere they are not easily 
accessible and intelligible. A groundwork of historical and 
geographical filet, with a wide applicability extending beyond 
the limits of any ago or country ; a religion rising in the East, 
yet finding its highest development and fulfilment in the West ; 
a character and teaching, human, Hebrew, Syrian, in its 
outward form and colour, but in its inward spirit and character- 
istics universal and divine — such are the general conclusions, 
discernible, doubtless, ^^7 careful study of the Gospelsj 

* Song of Solomon u, 11 — 13, 
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but impressed with peculiar force on the observant traveller by 
the sight of the Holy Land. 

S. Lastly, the whole effect of these points of homely contact 
Union of between the life of Christ and the earthly scenes of His 
Human and ministrations, leaves two thoughts not to be set aside. 

On the one hand, it is useless to deny that there is a 
shock to the religious sentiment in finding ourselves on the 
actual ground of events which we have been accustomed to 
regard as transacted in heaven, rather than on earth, — ^\vhich 
we have been led by lectures and preaching and poetry to 
invest with an atmosphere too ideal to be brought into contact 
with anything so prosaic as the actual stocks and stones of 
Syria. Is not this the son of the carjjenter? Is not hia 
mother called Mary ? And his brethren Jaynes, and Joses, and 
Simon, and Judas ? And his slsto's, are they not all with us ? 
A .Prophet has no honour in his own country,'* But, ou the 
other hand, this very feeling gives us a sense of solidity and 
substance in the character thus presented to us, which it is our 
own fault if we do not turn to account. So comi)letely one of 
the sons of men, a career so circumscribed by the roads, and 
valleys, and hills of an ordinary home and country ; and yet 
(to go no higher than the point to which we are led by the 
mere outward contemplation of the history), so universal in 
the fame, the effects, the spirit of His teaching and life.— 
“ From whence hath this man these things ? and what wisdom 
is this tahich is given unto him that even such mighty works 
are wrought by his hands ' ? ** 


^ Mait, xiii. 54. Mark t1. 3. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


THE HOLY PLACES. 

Psalm ci!* 14. — < ‘ Thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour 
the dust thereof.” 


Catah'guo of the Holy Places : 1. Bethlehem. 1. Church of Helena. 

2. Grotto of the Nativity. 3. Cell of Jerome. II. Nazareth. 1. Spring 
of the Greek (Jliurch. 2. Grotto of the Latin Church. 3. House of 
Lojetto. III. Jerusalem. 1. Mosque of the Ascension. 2. Tomb of 
the Virgin. 3. Garden of Gothaeriiaue. 4. Coenaculum. 5, The Holy 
Sepulchre— the Church — Greek Easter — Holy Fire — Conclusion. 
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PLAN OF THE HOLY HOUSE AT LORETO. 


KwOi, 



AA Modem Doorways. D Chimney. 

Ji Ancient Win<low. ££!S Cupboards. 

C Ancient Doi’ir. £ Altar. 

BIZE, INCLODINO THE WALLS: 

Length, 32 ft. 8 in. Drcadtb, 14 ft. 9 in. 


PLAN OF THE GROTTO AT NAZARETH. 


' Alleged Site of the Holy House. 

Dimensions of tho Holy Hoiiso 
of Loreto, supposed to agreo 
with the tancea of tho founda- 
tions said to havo been scon in 
1620--1626. 

c Broken Column of the Angel. 

d Grotto of the Annunciation. 

€ Altar of tho Annunciation, where 
the Virgin is said to have 
stood. 



/ Opening of tho Grotto 
into the Church of tho 
Conven*. 

ff Grotto of tho Neighbours. 
h Holo for smoke, 
i Traces of Doorway. 


I*. B.— Instead of tho rough sketches of the earlier editions, I insert two l^ns, apparently 
drawn with much care, from “ Loreto and Nasareth/' by the late W. H, Hutchison, 
a Roman Catholic Priest of the Oratory. 



TEE HOLY PLACES. 


It has been the object of the foregoing Chapters to repre** 
sent the connection between the topography of Pales- The Holj 
tine and the historical events of the Old and New 
Testament. There remains another interest, in every way 
inferior, but still living and powerful — that which attaches to 
what are technically called “ the Holy Places.*' By this term 
are meant not the scenes of sacred events, taken generally, but 
such special localities as the Greek or Latin Church, or both 
conjointly, have selected as objects of pilgrimage. Of course, 
the historical scenes and the sanctuaries will sometimes coin- 
cide. But this is by no means universal. Some scenes wldch 
the whole Christian world would naturally regard as most 
sacred, ai'e almost wholly neglected by the mass of pilgrims 
properly so called. Others, which rank high in the estimation 
of local and ecclesiastical tradition, are probably unknown 
beyond the immediate sphere of those who worship in them. 
And the most important are so slightly connected with thf 
actual thread of the Sacred History, and, if ever so genuine^ 
would throw so little light upon it, that the whole subject is 
best reserved for a consideration distinct from that wliich has 
been bestowed on the general geography of the Holy Land* 
But they have an interest of their own ; they have been for 
ages objects of a reverence which still diverts some and 
alienates others from the greater centres of local instruction 
which the Holy Land contains. They caused the greatest 
event of the middle ages — the Crusades; and, in^rectly 
invited Columbus to the discovery of the New World. They 
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exhibit within a narrow compass the feuds between the Greek 
and Latin Churches, which have rent Christendom asunder, 
which overthrew the Byzantine Empire, and which in our own 
time were the occasion of a bloody European war. 

Of these places there are twelve preeminent above the rest ; 
thus apportioned amongst the several communities which in 
any sense share the Christian belief : — 1. Church of the Nativity 
at Bethlehem (common). 2. Church of the Annunciation at 
Nazareth (Latin). 3. Church of Jacob’s Well at Nablus 
(destroyed). 4. Church at Cana (Greek). 5. Church of St. 
Peter at Tiberias (Latin). G. Church of the Presentation at 
Jerusalem (Mussulman). 7. Church of the Flagellation (Latin). 
8. Grotto* of Getlisemane (Latin). 9. Tomb of the Virgin 
(common), 10. Church of the Ascension (Mussulman). 11. 
Church of the Apostles or * of the Last Supper ’ (Mussulman). 
12! •‘Church of the Holy Sepulchre (common)*. But, as some 
of those have been long deserted, and others depend for their 
support entirely on the greater sanctuaries in their neighbour- 
hood, I shall confine myself to those which exist in Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, and Jerusalem. 

I. Whether from its being usually the first seen by travellers, 
Bethlb- or from its own intrinsic solemnity, there is probably 
none which produces so great an impression at first 
sight as the Convent of the ‘Nativity at Bethlehem. It is an 
enormous pile of buildings, extending along the ridge of the 
hill from west to east, and consisting of the Church of tlie 
Nativity, with the three convents, Latin, Greek, and Armenian, 
abutting respectively upon its north-eastern, south-eastern, and 
south-western extremities. “Externally there is nothing to 
eommand attention beyond its size — the more imposing from 


^ I Have given these spots as they are 
mentioned in the slight bnt candid and 
]^rspicuou8 treatise of the Ahhd Michon, 
tSohUion Nouvelle de la Question des 
Litux Saints, 1853. Of these the third 
has been long since abandoned as a resort 
of pilgrims, and its site (see Chapter V.) 
depends not on any ecclesiastical tradition, 
but on the unchanging features of the 
whple of the locality. The other lesser 
iONi^itiea shall be noticed in passing. The 
**Holy Places^ of Jerusalem have been 


mostly noticed in the other parts of this 
work. For that of Hebron I must refer 
to an appendix to my Lectures on the 
Jewish Church. 

2 Tobler has shown that a great part 
of the Church of Helena has been super- 
seded by the successive edihees of Jus- 
tinian and Emanuel Comnenas (Beth- 
lehem, p. 104, 105). Bdit there seems 
no suiHcient reason to dispute the an- 
tiquity of the nave. 
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the meanness and smallness of the village, wliich hangs as it 
were on its western skirts. lathe Church itself the Tie Church 
onlj^ portion of peculiar interest is the nave — common of 
to all the sects, and for that very reason deserted, bai*e, dis- 
crowned, but in all probability tlie most ancient monuniont of 
Christian architecture in the world. It is all that now remain fS 
of the Basilica, built by Helena herself, the prototype of those 
built by her Imperial son, at Jerusalem beside the Holy Sepul- 
chre, and at Borne over the graves of St. Paul and of St. Peter. 
The long double lines of Corinthian pillars; the faded mosaics, 
dimly visible on the walls above, as in tlie two Churches of St. 
Apollinaris at Baveiina ; the rough ceiling of beams of cedar 
from Lebanon, still preserve tlxe outlines of the Church, 
once* blazing with gold and marble; in which Baldwin was 
crowned, and which received its latest repairs from our own 
Edward IV 

2. From tliis, the only interesting portion of the iippej* 
church, we descend to the subterranean vault, over 
wliich, and for which, the whole sti’ucture was of the Na- 
erccted. At the entrance of a long winding passage, *^^^*^* 
excavated out of the limestone rock of which the hill of Beth- 
lehem is composed, the pilgrim finds himself in an irregular 
chapel, dimly lighted with silver lamps, and containing two 
small recesses, nearly O])posite each other. In the northern- 
most of these is a marble slab, which marks the supposed 
spot of the Nativity, with the rays of tlie silver star, sent from 
Vienna in 1852, to supply the place of that wliicli the Greeks — 
truly or falsely — wore charged with having stolen. In the 
soutlieni recess, three steps deeper in the cliajxel, is the alleged 
stall, in which, according to the Latin tradition, was discovered 
the wooden manger or “pressepe,** now deposited in the 
magnificent Basilica of S. Maria Maggiore at Borne, and 
there displayed under the auspices of the Pope, every Clirist- 
mas-day. 

Let us pause for a moment in the dim vault, between those 
two recesses; let us dismiss the consideration of the lesser 
memorials wliich surround us on all sides — tlie altar of the 
Ma^ — of the Shepherds — of Joseph — of the Innocents — to 
which, probably, no one would now attach any other than an 


1 ToWer, ibid. p. 110. 


® Ibid, p, 112. See CLapter II. p. 141, 
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imagmative importance^ and ask what ground there is for 
believing or disbelieving the tradition which invites us to con- 
fine the awful associations of the village of Bethlehepa within 
these rocky walls. Alone, of all the existing local traditions of 
Palestine, this one indisputably reaches beyond the time of 
Constantine. Already in the second century, “a cave near 
Bethlehem was fixed upon as the place where, “ there being 
no place in the village where he could lodge*, Joseph abode, 
and where accordingly Christ was born and laid in a manger.*' 
And this seems to have been the constant tradition of the place, 
even amongst those who were not Christians, in the next 
generation®, and to have been uniformly maintained in the 
Apocryphal Gospels, which have always exercised so powerful 
an influence over the popular belief of the humbler classes of 
the Christian world, both in the East and the West. It is 
perhaps invidious to remark on the deviations from the Gospel 
narrative, which tells us that the want of room was not in the 
village, but in the inn ; and that the hardship was not that 
they were driven from the village to tlie inn, but from the inn 
to the manger*. Such a deviation implies, perhaps, an indc' 
pendent origin of the local tradition, but not necessarily its 
falsehood. And if at Bethlehem the caves in the limestone 
rock, on which the village stands, were commonly used as else- 
where in Palestine for horses and cattle, the omission of all 
allusion to the cave in St. Luke’s narrative would be, to a 
certain extent, explained. On the other hand, the general 
impression of the account in Justin is certainly different from 
that of St. Luke ; and if (with the tradition which Justin seems 
to have followed, and which has unquestionably prevailed since 
the time of Jerome) we lay the scene of tlie Adoration of 
the Magi on the same spot, it is positively irreconcilable with 
the words of St. Matthew, that they came into the “ house where 
the young child was.” We must add to this the often-repeated 

* Justin. Dial, cum Tryph, 78. vhich is described as outside tbe town. 

Origeu, c. Cels. i. 51. In tbe Gospel of tbe Nativi^ of Mary, 

* The Apocryphal Gospel of St. James, c. iv., the birth is described as taking 
3 . xviii. six., and tbe Gospel of tbe place in the caye> and the manger as 
In&ncy, o. ii., iii., iv., represent Joseph being outside the cave. %he quotations 
as going at once to the cave ; and confine and arguments are well summed up in 
all the subsequent events to the cave, Thilo's Codex Apocryphus, p. 382, 383. 
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Buspicion vihich Maundrell was the first to express, which 
attaches to the constant connection of the seyeral localities of 
Palestine with grottoes and caves. However much it may be 
urged that, in a country like Palestine, natural excavations are 
unavoidably employed for purposes of dwelling, of sepulture, of 
rest, for which in Europe they never would be used, yet for 
this very reason there would be a disposition to attach events 
to iliemi, if the real locality had been forgotten. If, for example, 
in the case now in question, the caravanserai or khan had been 
swept away in the convulsions of tlie Jewish war, and the 
inhabitants of Bethlehem had any wish to give a local habita- 
tion to the event which made their village illustrious, they 
would ahnost inevitably fix on a strongly marked natural feature, 
such as the cave of the convent must, in its original aspect, 
have been*. And another motive leading to the same result 
transpires through the same passage of Justin which first 
mentions the tradition, namely the attempt to find a fulfilment 
of a fancied prediction of the Messiah's birth in the LXX 
translation of tlie words of Isaiah, “ JIc shall dwell on higli ; 
his place of defence sliall be ‘in a lofty cave of the strong 
rockV’’ 

One further objection to the identity of the whole scene 
must be mentioned in conclusion. During the troubled period 
of the invasion of Ibrahim Pasha the Arab population of 
Bethlehem took possession of the convent, and dismantled the 
whole of the recess of that gilding and marble which is the 
bane of so many sanctuaries, European and Asiatic. The 
native rock of tlie cave was disclosed ; but also, it is said, an 
ancient sepulchre hewn in that very spot. It is possible, but 
very improbable, that a rock devoted to sepulchral purposes 
would have been employed by Jews, whose scruples on this 
subject are too well known to need comment, cither as an inn 
or a stable. ^ 


* See Chap. II. p. 15B, The wnirersal 
employment of caves ior the scenes of 
* sacred events excited surprise as early as 
the thirteenth century, and was then 
accounted for by the nut unnatural hypo* 
thesia that the places so shown were the 
Remains of buildings over which the mins 
of subsequent ages had been accumulated. 


(Snnutus, iii. c. 7.) But the early men- 
tion of the actual caves in the most 
celebrated instances shoves that this is 
inadequate. 

* inrri\M(p Ivxvpui vdrpas 

(Isa. xxxiii. 16). The English version 
translates it *Hhe munitions of rochs.^* 
See Chapter III. p, 163, 


m 



Still there remains the remarkable fact that the spot 
reverenced by Christians as the birthplace of Christ im cen^ 
turies before the conversion of the Empire, — ^before ^at burst 
of local religion which is commonly ascribed to the visit of 
Helena. And out of these earliest and most sacred of its recol- 
lections has grown a subordinate train of associations, which 
has at least the advantage of being unquestionably grounded 
on fact. If the traveller follow^s the windings of that long 
subterranean gallery, he will find himself at its close in a rough 
chamber hewn out of the rock, here sufficiently clear to need 
no proof or vindication. In this cell, in all probability, lived 
and died the lAost illustrious of all the pilgrims attracted to 
the Cave of Bethlehem — the only one of the many hermits and 
' monies from the time of Constantine to the present clay shel- 
tered within Its rocky sides, whose name has travelled beyond 
the liinits of the Holy Laud. Here, for more than thirty 
years, beside what he believed to be literally the cradle of 
the Christian faith, Jerome fasted, prayed, dreamed, and 
studied; here he gathered round him his devoted followers 
in the small communities which formed the beginnings of con- 
ventual life in Palestine ; here, the fiery spirit which he had 
brought with him from his Dalmatian bhtliplace, and w^liicli 
had been first roused to religious fervour on the banks of the 
Moselle, vented itself in the flood of treatises, letters, com- 
mentaries, which he poured forth from his retirement, to terrify, 
exasperate, and enlighten the Western world ; here also was 
composed the famous translation of the Scriptures which is 
still the Biblia Vulgata ” of the Latin church ; and here took 
place tliat pathetic scene, his last communion and death, at 
which all the world has been pennitted to be present in the 
wonderful picture of Domenichino, which has represented, in 
colours never to be surpassed, the attenuated frame of the weak 
and sinking fiish, the resignation and devotion of the spirit 
^ ready for its immediate departure. 

II. The interest of the “ Holy Place ” of Nazareth is of a 
Nashireih. different from that of Bethlehem *. At the south- • 
eastern extremity of the village extend the massive 

^ 1*1)0 two lesser Miieiiiitnes visited by cburch of Cana, as tbe scene of the 
{dlgdius fim K&zaretb, are the Greek mairiage supper, and the latin OliUTcb 



buildings of the Latin convents It is well known from tlie 
hospitable reception it affords to travellers caught in the stornis 
of the hijjfs of Gilboa, or attacked by the Bedouins of the plain 
of Esdraelon. It is well known also for tlie impressiveness 
its worsliip* in which wild figures in the rough drapery and the ’ 
rude rope-fillet and kefyeh of the Bedouin dress, join in &e 
responses ; tmd the chants of the Latin Church are succeeded 
by a sermon addressed to these sti‘ange converts in their own 
native Arabic, with all the earnestness and solemnity of the 
preachers of Italy. There is no church in Palestine where 
the religious services seem more worthy of the sacredness of 
the place. * 

But neither is there any place where traditional and local 
sanctities undergo so severe a shock*. Elsewhere, however 
discreditable the conflicts of the various sects, they have yet 
for the most part agreed (and indeed this very agreement is the 
occasion of their conflicts) on the spot which they wish to vene*. 
rate. But at Nazareth there are thi*ee counter-theories — each 
irreconcilable with the other — ^in relation to the special scene, 
which has been selected for peculiar reverence. 

1. From the entrance of tlie Franciscan church a flight of 
steps descends to an altar, which stands within a Qrottoia 
recess, partly cased in marble, but partly showing tho Latin 
the natural rock out of which it is formed. On a 
marble slab in front of this altar, worn with the kisses of many 
pilgrims, are the words “ Verhum caro hie factum est,** and 
intended to mark the spot on wliich the Virgin stood when she 
received the angelic visitation. Close by is a broken pillar 
which in like manner is pointed out as indicating the space 
occupied by the celestial visitant, who is supposed to have 

comment or refutation. (See Hobinson, 
iii. p. 1 87.) Seo Cl%»tGr X. 

2 This pillar is one of the many in- 
stances we meet of what may be called 
tho extinction of a traditional miracle, 
in deference to the spirit of the Ume. To 
all the early travellora it was snown as a 
supernatural suspension of a stone. To 
all later travellers it is exhibited merely 
as what it is, a column, broken probably 
in one of the many assaults which the 
convent has suffered. 


of Tiberias, as the scene of the blessing on 
St. Peter. Cana has been thrown into the 
shade of uncertainty, since Dr. Robinson 
(B. E. II. 204 — 208) pointed out its more 
ancient rival at Kana-el-Jelil, or simxtly 
Kana — (pronounced “Ghana”), now long 
^deserted. For Gana and Tiberias see 
Chapter X. 

' Besides the difficulties which we are 
about to notice, there is the clumsy 
legend of the “Mountain of Precipito- 
tion,” too well known to need further 



entered through a hole in the rocky wall forming the weetem 
front of the cave^ close by the opening which now unites it with 
the church. The back> or eastern side of the grot|p behind 
the altar opens by a narrow passage into a further cave, left 
' much more nearly in its natural state, and said by an innocent 
tradition, which no one would care either to assert or to refute, 
to have been the residence of a friendly neighbour who looked 
after the adjacent house when Mary departed on her journey to 
see Elizabeth in Judaea.. 

2. To any one who knows the rivalry which prevails in the 
Spmgat East between the Greeks and Latins on the sub- 

Placed, it will not be surprising that 
Chutoh. the Greeks excluded from tliis convent, have their 
own ** Church of the Annunciation ” at the opposite end of the 
town. But it would be an injustice to them to suppose that 
this •Contradiction was merely the result of jealousy. In the 
abstinence of the scriptural narrative from any attempt to 
localise the scene — from any indication whether it took place 
by day or night, in house or field — the Greeks may at least be 
pardoned for having clung to the faint shadow of tradition which 
lingers in the Apocryphal Gospels. In that which bears the name 
of St. James we are told that the first salutation of the Angel 
came to Mary ‘ as she was drawing water from the spring in 
the neighbourhood of the town. That spring* still remains, and 
bears her name, and in the open meadow by its side stands the 
Greek Church of the Annunciation, a dull and mournful con- 
trast in its closed doors and barbarous architecture to the 
solemn yet animated worship of the Franciscan convent — ^but 
undoubtedly with a better claim to be an authentic memorial 
of the event which they botli claim as their own. 

3. But the tradition of the Latin Church has to imdergo a 
House at yet ruder trial. There is another scene of the An- 
Loretto. nunciation, not at tlie other extremity of the little 
town of Nazareth, but in another continent — ^not maintained by 
a rival and hostile sect, but fostered by the Supreme Head of 

i 

* ProteYang. Jacobi, c. xi.-— Jerome, source contained in the Greek churob 

ad Suatocbium. close bj. f 

* Tbia spring flows from a smaller 
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the Boman Chtirch iteeU. Oh the slope of the eastern 
Apennines, overlooking the Adriatic Gulf, stands what may be 
called (according to the belief of the Roman CathoKc Church) 
the European Nazareth. Fortified as if by the bastions of a 
huge castle, against the apj[>roach of Saracenic pirates, a vast 
church, even now gorgeous with the offerings of the faithful, 
contains the “ Santa Casa/* tlie ** Holy House,** in which tiie 
Virgin lived, and (as is attested by the same inscription as that 
at Nazareth) received the Angel Gabriel. Every one knows 
the story of the House of Loretto. The devotion of one half 
the world, and the ridicule of the Other half, has made us all 
acquainted with the strange story, written * round the walls of 
that remarkable -sanctuary : how the house of Nazareth was in 
the close of the thirteenth century conveyed by angels, first 
to the heights above Fiume, at the head of the Adriatic Gulf, 
then to the plain, and lastly to the hill of Loretto. But this 
** wondrous flitting’* of the Holy House is not the feature in 
its history which is most present to the pilgrims who frequent 
it. It is regarded by them simply as an actual fragment of the 
Holy Land, sacred as the very spot on which the mystery of the 
Incarnation was announced and begun. In proportion to the 
sincerity and extent of this belief is the veneration which 
attaches to what is undoubtedly the most frequented sanc- 
tuary of Christendom. The devotion of pilgrims even on week- 
days exceeds anything that is seen at any of the holy places in 
Palestine, if we except the Church of the Holy Sepulchre at 
Easter. 

Before the dawn of day the worship begins. Whilst it' is 
5’'et dark, the doors are opened — a few lights round the sacred 
spot break the gloom, and disclose the kneeling Capuchins, who 
have been here throughout 'the night. Two soldiers, sword in 
hand, take their place by the entrance of the “House,** to 
guard it against all injury. One of the hundred priests who 
are in daily attendance immediately begins mass at the high 

‘ There are four Tereiona of the story, coaversationa of King James I. in ** The 
made in 1635, by llichard Krkington, Fortunes of Nigel p and is a curioni 
in English, Qaellc, Irish, and Lowla/nd proof tbat at that time tlie Scotch dialect 
Scotch, This last contains all the pecu- of English was regarded as a distinct 
liarities of diction with which every one language, 
issoluniliar from the nearly contemporary 



14W of the church, thci first of a hundred and twenty that are 
repeated daily within its precincts. The Santa Casa ** itself 
is^hen opened and lighted, the pilgrims flock in ; and, from 
that hour till sunset, come and go in a perpetual stream. The 
House” is thronged with kneeling or prostrate figures, the 
pavement round it is deeply w'om witli the passage of pilgrims, 
who, from the humblest peasant of the Abruzzi up to the Bang 
of Naples, crawl round it on their knees ; the nave is filled with 
the bands of worshippers who, having visited the sacred spot, 
are retiring backwards from it, as from some royal presence. 

On the Santa Casa alone depends the sacredness of the whole 
locality in which it stands. Loretto — whether the name is derived 
from the sacred grove (lauretum) or tlie lady (Loreta) under 
whose shelter the house is believed to have descended — had no 
existence before the rise of this extraordinary sanctuary. The 
long, street with its venders of rosaries, the palace of the 
governor, the strong avails built by Pope Sixtus IV., are all 
mere appendages to tlie humble edifice which stands within the 
Church. The Santa Casa ” is spoken of by them as a living 
person, a corporation sole on which the whole city depends, to 
which the whole property far and near over the rich plain 
which lies spread beneath it belongs for ever. 

No one who has ever witnessed the devotion of the Italian 
people on this singular sp^t, can wish to speak lightly of the 
feelings which it inspires. But a dispassionate statement of 
the real facts of the case may not be without use. Into the 
general question of the story we need not enter here. It has 
been ably proved elsewhere*, first, that of all the pilgrims who 
record their visit to Nazareth from the fourth to the sixteentli 
century, not one alludes to any house of Joseph as standing 
there, or as having stood there, ‘within human memory or 
record; secondly, that the records of Italy contain no 
mention of tlie House till the fifteenth century ; thirdly, that 
the representation of the story as it now stands, with the 
double or triple transplantation of the sanctuary, occurs first in* 

' Se6 Ml elaborate and conclusiTe Essay September, 1853. Of this argument no 

QU the origin of the story of the ‘*Holy notice is taken in an oHierwise candid 
Etouie of Loretto,” which appeared in the treatment of the question — ** Loreto and 
Cbrtstian Eemembrancer, April, 1854, Nazareth,” by the late W. A. Hutchison, 
ilber the substance of these remarks had 1868. 
published iu the Quarterly Review. 



abull of Leo X. in the year 1518. But it is the object of these 
remarks simply to confront the House as it stands at lioretto 
with the#House as it appears, at Nazaretli. It has been already 
said that each professes to contain tlie exact spot of the AngeliO 
visitation, to be the scene of a single event wliich can only 
have happened in one ; each claims to be the very House of the . 
Annunciation, and bases its claim to sanctity on that especial 
ground. But this is not all : even should eitlier consent to 
surrender something of this peculiar sacredness, yet no one can 
visit botli sanctuaries without perceiving that by no possibility 
can one be amalgamated witli the other. The House at Loretto 
is an edifice of thirty-six feet by seventeen : its walls, though 
externally cased in marble, can he seen in tlieir original state 
from the inside, and these appear to be of a dark red polished 
stone. The west wall has one square window, tlirough which 
it is said the Angel flew ; the east wall contains a rude chimney, 
in front of which is a mass of cemented stone, said to be the 
altar on which St. Peter said mass, wlien the Apostles, after the 
Ascension, turned the house into a chiu’ch. On the north side 
is (or rather was) a door, now walled up. The monks of 
Loretto and of Nazareth have but a dim knowledge of the 
sacred localities of each other. Still, the monks of Nazareth 
could not be altogether ignorant of tlie mighty sanctuary which, 
under the highest authorities of their Church, professes to 
have once rested on the ground they now occui)y. They show, 
therefore, to any traveller who takes the pains to inquire, the 
space on which the Holy House stood before its flight. That 
space is a vestibule immediately in front of the sacred grotto ; 
and an attempt is made to unite the two localities by supposing 
that there were openings from the liouse into the grotto. With- 
out laying any stress on the obvious vaiiation of measurements, 
the position of the grotto is, and must always have been, abso> 
Jutely incompatible with any such adjacent building as that at 
Loretto. Whichever way the house is supposed to abut on the 
rock, it is obvious that such a house as has been described 
would have closed up, with blank walls, the very passages by 
which alone the communication could be effected. And it may 
be added, that although there is no traditional masonry of 

^ This Tonation is met l)y a very doubt- iii< 1620 — 162$, outside the present vesti^, 

. fnl statement in Quaresmins (11. 836) that bale, corresponding to those of Loretto. 

, foundations of the house 'were discovered (** Loreto and Nazareth, p. 74.) 



the Santa Casu left at Kazavetfa» there is the tr^tional 
masonry close by of the so-called workshop of Joseph of an 
entirely diiBferent character. Wliilst the former is of a kind 
wholly unlike anything in Palestine, the latter is, as might be 
expected, of the natural gray limestone of the country, of which, 
in all times, no doubt, the houses of Nazareth were built. 

It may have seemed superfluous labour to have attempted aiiy 
detailed refutation of the most incredible* of Ecclesiastical 
legends. But Loretto is so emphatically the “Holy Place*’ of 
one large branch of Christendom — its ' claim has been so 
strongly maintained by French and Italian writers of our own 
times — and is, moreover, so deeply connected with the alleged 
authority of the Papal See — that an interest attaches to it far 
beyond its intrinsic importance. No facts are insignificant 
which bring to an issue the general value of local religion, or 
thd ^assumption of any particular Church to direct the con- 
science of the world, or me amount of liberty within such a 
Church left on questions which concern the faith and practice 
of thousands of its members. 

But the legend is also curious as an illustration of the 
history of “ Holy . Places *' generally. It is difficult to say how 
it originated — or what led to the special selection of the 
Adriatic Gulf as the scene of such a fable; yet, generally 
speaking, the explanation is easy and instructive. Nazareth 
was taken by Sultan Klialil in 1291, when he stormed the last 
refuge of the Crusaders in the neighbouring city of Acre. 
From that time, not Nazareth only, but the whole of Palestine, 
was closed to the devotions of Europe. The Crusaders were 
expelled from Asia, and in Europe the spirit of the Crusades 


' In “Loreto and Nazareth,” before 
quoted, it Is argued that the house may 
nave entered through the cave, the 
cave itself being entered by an upper open- 
ing, and that the present chimney of the 
SemiaOasamightalso have been the ancient 
door. (See plan at head of this chapter.) 
The statement (p. 80) respecting the stones 
is, 1 am assured, doubtful. The stones of 
Loretto are those of Ancona, and of which 
ihe amphitheatre at Veronais built. 

^ The story of the House of Loretto 
acquires a painful interest from its con- 
nexion with the history of the unfor- 
tunate and gifted Leopardi, known to the 
English public chiefly through a striking 
aoeount it his cbaracter and writings in 


the Quarterly Review (vol. Ixxxvi. p. 834). 
His father — like himself, an inhabitant of 
Recanati, the town which claims the credit 
of having -first received the rumour of the 
arrival of the Santa Casa in its neighbour- 
hood — wrote a book to prove that the 
House disappeared from Palestine in the 
Jirst century, and lay concealed in some un- 
known place till its arrival at Loretto in 
1291. This hypothesis of course is in- 
tended to meet the difficulty arising from 
the total absence of allusion to any such 
house at Nazareth before tW time. How 
far, we may fairly ask, are the guardians 
of Loretto answerable for the alienaticBi 
of their illustrious neighbour firasm the 
faith of Cbzistianityt 



was extinct. But the natural longing to see tile scenes of the 
events of the Sacred History — the superstitious craving to win 
for prayer the favour of consecrated localities^did not expire 
with the Crusades* Can we wonder that, under such cirouin* 
stances^ there should have arisen the feelings the desire, the. 
belief, that if Mahomet could not go to the mountain, the moun« 
tain must come to Mahomet ? The House of Loretto is the 
petrifaction, so to speak, of the ** Last sigh of the Crusades ; ** 
suggested possibly by the Holy House of St. Francis at Assisi, 
then first acquiring its European celebrity. It is indeed not a 
matter of conjecture that in Italy — the country, where the 
passionate temperament of the people would most need such 
stimulants — jjersons in this state of mind did actually endea- 
vour, so far as circumstances permitted, to reproduce the 
scenes of Palestine witliin their own immediate neighbourhood. 
One such is the Campo Santo of Pisa — “ the Holy Field,” as 
this is “ the Holy House ” — ^literally a cargo of sacred earth 
from the Valley of Hinnom, carried, as is well known, not on 
the wings of angels, but in the ships of the Pisan Crusaders. 
Another example is the remarkable Church of St. Stephen at 
Bologna, within whose walls are crowded together various 
chapels and courts, representing not only, as in the actual 
Church of the Sepulchre, the several scenes of the Crucifixion, 
but the Trial and Passion also ; and which is entitled, in a 
long inscription affixed to its cloister, the ** Sancta Sanctorum;” 
nay, literally “ the Jerusalem'" of Italy’. A third still more 
curious instance may be seen at Varallo, in the kingdom of 
Piedmont. Bernardino Caimo, returning from a pilgrimage to 
Palestine at the close of the fifteenth century, resolved to, 
select the spot in Lombardy most resembling the Holy Land, 
in order to give his countrymen the advantage of praying at 
the Holy Place without undergoing the privations wliich he 
had suffered himself. Accordingly, in one of the beautiful 
valleys leading doAvn from the roots of Monte Bosa, he chose 
(it must be confessed that the resemblance is of the slightest 
land) three lulls, which should represent respectively Tabor, 
Olivet, and Calvary ; and two mountain-streams, which should 

* This ohxircb was, at least ia its accotmt of it in Professor Willis’s Essaj; 

fotmdatiiai, eonslderably earlier than that on the Architectural History of the 
of Loretto, having been first erected in Church of the Holy Sepulcto. 
the fifth oeutury. Thete is an excellent 
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11:1 like manner personate the Kedron and Jordan. Of these 
ihe central hill. Calvary, became the *‘Holy Place** of 
Lombardy. It was frequented by S. Carlo !Borromeo ; under 
14s auspices the whole mountain was studded with chapels, in 
which the scenes of the Passion are represented in waxen 
figures of the size of life ; and the whole country round now 
sends its peasants by thousands as pilgrims to the sacred spot. 
We have only to suppose these feelings existing as they 
naturally would exist in a more fervid state two centuries 
earlier, when the loss of Palestine was more keenly felt — when 
the capture, of Nazareth especially was fresh in every one’s 
mind — and we can easily imagine that the same tendency, 
which by deliberate purpose produced a second Jerusalem at 
Bologna and a second Palestine at Varallo, would, on the 
secluded shores of the Adriatic, by some peasant’s dream, or 
th§ return of some Croatian chief from the last Crusade, or the 
story of some Eastern voyager landing on their coasts, produce 
a second Nazareth at Fiume and Loretto. What, in a more 
poetical and ignorant age was in the case of the Holy House 
ascribed to the hands of angels, was actually intended by 
Sixtus V. to have been literally accomplished in tlie case of the 
Holy Sepulchre by a treaty with the Sublime Porte for trans- 
ferring it bodily to Eome, so that Italy might then have the 
glory of possessing the actual sites of the conception, the birth, 
and the burial of our Saviour. 

III. The Holy Places which cluster within and around the 
J»at78Ai.»M Jerusalem have been shown, age after 

age, with singular uniformity. Here and there a 
tradition has been misplaced by accident, or transposed for 
<5onvenience, or suppressed in fear of ridicule, or, it may be, 
from sincere doubts. But, on the whole, what was shown to 
Maundeville in the fourteenth century, u^as with 
some few omissions shown to Maundrell in the seven- 
teenth, and what Maundrell has carefully described 
with the dry humour peculiar to his age, may still be verified 
at the present time. Such localities are interesting as relics of 
the period when for the first and only time Palestine became a 
European province — as the scenes, if one may so dhll them, of 
Bome of the most celebrated works of European art— as the 
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foUntaiii-heads of some of the most extensive of European 
superstitions* No thoughtful traveller can see without at least 
a passing emotibn the various points in the Via I)oldrosa« 
whieh have been repeated again and again in pictures and in 
calvaries, amidst the blaze of gorgeous colomrs, and on the 
sides of romantic hills in France and Italy; the spot where 
Veronica is said to have received the sacred cloth, for which 
Lucca, Turin, and Eome contend — the threshold where is 
believed to have stood the Scala Santa, worn by the ceaseless 
toil of Roman pilgrims in front of St. John Lateran. There is, 
however, one feature common to all these lesser sanctities, 
which illustrates the general remarks already made on the 
scenery of Palestine. In some countries, such as Greece, the 
natural features — ^in some cities, such as Rome, the vast ruins 
— lend themselves with extraordinary facility to the growth of 
legends. The stalactite figures of the Corycian cave at once 
explain the origin of the Nymphs who are said to have dwelt 
tliere. The deserted halls, tlie subterranean houses, the end- 
less catacombs of Rome, afford an ample field for the localisa- 
tion of the numerous persons and events with which the early 
history of the Roman Church abounds. But in Jerusalem it is 
not so. The featureless rocks without the walls, the mere dust 
and ashes * within, at once repel the attempt to amalgamate 
them with the fables which, by tlie very fact of their slight and 
almost imperceptible connection with the spots in question, 
betray their foreign parentage, A fragment of old sculpture 
lying at a house door is sufficient to mark the abode of 
Veronica ; a broken column, separated from its companions in 
a colonnade in the next street, is pointed out as that to which 
the decree of Pilate was affixed, or on which the cock crew; a 
faint line on the surface of a rock is the mark of the girdle 
which the Virgin dropped to convince St. Thomas. There is 
no attempt at fraud, or even at probability; nothing seems to 
have been too slight, too modern, for the tradition to lay hold 

1 A far 'wider field for such inTentiotia in the hands of the CmsaderB (iSarly 

'would be open if the platform of the Trayellers in Palestine, p. 40). The 

Hosque of Omar were accessible, as only professedly Christian scene which 

may be seen in S»walf*8 unoonscions it is now alleged to contain, is that 

account of its accommodation to Chm- of the Presentation, in tl^ Mosque of 

tian purposes during that short period £1-Aksa. 

.in the twelfth century when it was 
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Critidsm aoji belief are alike disarmed by the cbild-like, 
almost playful spirit^ in which the early pilgrims and crusaders 
inust have gone to and fro, seeking for places here and there, 
in which to localise the dreams of their own imagiaations. 

From these — the mere sport and exuberance of monastic 
tradition — ^we pass to the more important of the sacred local!- 
tif^s of Jerusalem. 

^ 1. The present edifice of the Church of the Ascension on the 
Churcli of Olivet has no claims to antiquity. It is a small 

pwAsoen- octagon chapel within the court of a mosque, the 
minaret of which is ascended by every traveller for the 
sake of its celebrated view over Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. In 
the court are five altars — ^for the Greek, Latin, Armenian, Syrian, 
and Coptic Christians, all of whom on Ascension-day climb the 
hill to celebrate that great festival. Within the chapel is the 
rq^k which has been pointed out to pilgrims, at least since the 
seventh century, as imprinted with the footstep of our Saviour. 
There is no spot to which the remarks just made may be more 
justly applied respecting the slightness of ground on which 
these lesser traditions rest. It would be painful to witness any 
mark of fraud, or even any trick of nature, in connection with 
an event like that which this rock professes to commemorate. 
Nothing but deep repulsion would now be excited were there, 
for example, any such mark as that which is shown in the Chapel 
of Domine Quo Vadis at Borne, or of St. Radegonde at Poitiers, 
where a well-defined footmark in the stone is supposed to indi- 
cate the spot where, in those two places, our Saviour appeared 
to St. Peter and St, Radegonde. Here there is nothing but 
a simple cavity* in the rock, with no more resemblance to a 
human foot than to anything else. It must have been sought 
and selected in default of anything better ; it could never either 
have been invented or have suggested the connection. 

The site is probably ancient. This doubtless is “ the top 
of tlie hill*' on which Helena built one of the only two 
churches which Eusebius ascribes to her (the other being, as 
have seen at Bethlehem) — ^the church whose glittering cross 

^ Aroolf (Eftrlf Travellers in Pales- was always carried and alv^ys 
p. 6) freaks of the ^‘dust” on remained. Qnaresmius (ii. 802) vainly 
the impression remains. And so endeavours to reconcile this vdth 
Jerome (he. Heh.)^ who speaks of reek. 

' twn footsteps of which the impression 



baiight the eye of the pilgrims^ who approached Jemaleih 
from the south and west. At the same time there is one* cir* 
cumstance on which Eusebius lays great stress^ and '^ch ; 
throws a new light on the special object for which tliis ohuroh 
was erected. That object, he tells us, as at Bethlehem, was a 
cave — a cave, as he further adds, in which a true tradition 
maintains that our Lord had initiated his disciples in his 
secret mysteries ” before the Ascension, and to which, on that 
account, pilgrimages were in liis time made from all parts of 
the Empire. It was to honour this cave, which Constantine 
himself also adorned, that Helena built a church on the sum- 
mit of the mountain, in memory of the Ascension. The 
cave* to which Eusebius refers must almost certainly be tlxe 
same as that singular catacomb, a short distance below the 
third summit of Olivet, commonly called the Tombs of the 
Prophets, and first distinctly noticed by Arculf in the seventh 
century, to whom were shown within it “four stone tables, 
where our Lord and the Apostles sate^'* In the next century 
the same “four tables of His Supper, were shown again to 
Bernard the Wise, who speaks of a church being erected th^ire 
to commemorate the Betrayal*. From that period it remained 
unnoticed till attention was again called to it by the travelletu 
of the seventeenth century, in whose time it had assumed its 
present name, which it has borne ever since. 

It is clear from the language of Eusebius that the tradi- 
tional spot which Helena meant to honour was not the scene 
of the Ascension itself, but the scene of tlie conversations 
before the Ascension, and the cave in which they were believed 
to have occurred. Had this been clearly perceived, much use- 
less controversy might have been spared. There is in fact no 
proof from Eusebius that any tradition pointed out the scene 
of the Ascension. Here was (as usual) the tradition of the cavCf 


' Hieronym. Epitaph, Paul. 

* Euseh. Vit. Const., iii. 41, 43 ; 
Demonst. Evang., vi. 18, p. 2S8. 

^ Van Egmont (374) speaks of it as 
haTlng been first thrown open at the time 
when the graves Of the Saints were opened 
by the earthquake of the Crucifixion. 
There are or were two other caves, those 
of Pelagia and of the Credo,*’ but these 
are such mere niches as to exclude them 


from Eusebius's deBcriptlon. Quaremniua 
altogether denies the cave of the Credo, 
and calls that of S. Pelagia *^angustls* 
simus ” (U. 802, SOS). The Bordeaux 
Pilgrim (a. d. 333) speaks of Oonstaa* 
tine’s church as being on the place where 
Christ taught passion. 

* Early Trav^ in Palmtlne, p. 4. 

»ibap.'24* 
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and oaothiiig besides. Helena fixed upon the idte of her ehorcli^ 
partly from iis commanding position, partly from its yicinity 
to the cave. The contradiction of the present spot to the words 
of St. Luke, and its still more palpable contradiction to the whole 
character of the scene of the Ascension, has been already pointed 
out* Even if the Evangelist had been less explicit in stating 
that He led them out “as far as Bethany,*' the secluded 
hills ^ which overhang that village on the eastern slope of 
Olivet, are evidently as appropriate to the whole tenor of the 
narrative as the startling, the almost offensive publicity of the 
traditional spot in the full view of the whole city of Jerusalem, 
is wholly inappropriate, and (in the absence, as it now appears, 
of even traditional support) wholly untenable. 

2. There are few travellers whose attention has not been 
Tomb of arrested, even in the first flush of the ascent of 
the^rgin. Mount Olivet, by the site of a venerable chapel, 
approached by a flight of steps, which lead from the rocky 
roots of Olivet. It is entered by yet again another and 
deeper ascent, under the low-browed arches of a Gothic roof, 
producing on a smaller scale the same impression of awful 
gloom that is so remarkable in the subterranean Church of 
Assisi. This is the traditional burial-place of the Virgin. 
“You must Icnow,** says Maundeville*, “that this church is 
very low in the earth, and, a part is quite within the earth. 
But I imagine that it was not founded so ; but since Jerusalem 
has been so often destroyed, and the walls broken down, and 
levelled with the valley, and that they have been so filled again 
and the ground raised, for that reason the church is so low in 
the earth. Nevertheless, men say there commonly, that the 
earth hath been so ever since the time that our Lady was 
buried there, and men also say there that it grows and increases 
every day without doubt.*’ Its history is comparatively recent. 
It is not mentioned by Jerome amongst the sacred places 
visited by Paula# And, if on such matters the authority of 
Councils is supposed to have any weight, the tomb of the 
Virgin ought to be found, not at Jerusalem, but at Ephesus, 

* Thivt especially to which Tohler Chapter III. p. ' 

fei g ns the name of DJebel Sajach “ JBarly TraTels in Palestine^ p. 176. 
(SUoahqnellc nnd Oelberg, p, 64). See 
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wher^ it was placed by tlie Third Council V But even the 
authority of a General Council has been unable to hold its 
ground against the later legend, which placed her death and 
burial at Jerusalem. Even tlxe Greek peasants of Ephesus, 
though stiU pointing to the ruined edifice on the heights of 
Coressus, as the tomb of the Panagia, have been taught to 
consider it the tomb of another Panagia than the Theotokos,” 
in whom theic great Council exulted. And Greeks and Latins 
unite in contending for the possession of the rocky sepulchre 
at the foot of Olivet — the scene, in the belief of both Churches, 
of that Assumption ” which, in our later ages, has passed 
from the region of poetry and devotion into a sober and literal 
doctrine. 

Close beside the Church of tlie Virgin is a spot which, as it 
is omitted in Abbd Michon s catalogue of Holy Places, Tt^eOardea 
might perhaps have been passed over; yet a few ofGteth- 
words, and perhaps tlie fewer the better, must be 
devoted to the garden of Getlisemauc. That the tradition 
reaches back to the age of Constantine is certain. How -far it 
agrees with the slight indications of its position in the Gospel 
narrative will be judged by the imxxressions of each individual 
traveller. Some will think it too public ; others will see an 
argument in its favour from its close j>roximity to the brook 
Kedron ; none, probably, will be disposed to receive the tradi- 
tional sites which sm’round it, the grotto of the Agony, the 
rpeky bank of the three Apostles, the “ terra damnata’* of the 
Betrayal. But, in spite of all the doubts that can be raised . 
against their antiquity or the genuineness of their site, the 
eight aged olive-trees, if only by their manifest difference from 
all others on the mountain, have always struck even the most 
^different observers. They are now indeed less striking in 
the modern garden enclosure built round them by the Fran- 
ciscan monks, than when they stood free and unprotected on 
the rough hill side; but they will remain, so long as their 
already protracted life is Bpared,the most venerable of their 
race on the surface of the earth ; their gnarled trunks and scanty 
foliage will always be regarded as the most affecting of the 
sacred memorials in or about Jerusalem; the most nearly 

> CqdcU. Hardottin, tom. i. pp. 143. in Mr. Williams’s Holy City, 2nd sd. 
The Instory of the tradition is irell given voL ii. p. 434. 
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approaching to the everlasting hills themselves in the force with 
which they cany us back to the events of the CJospel Histoiy. 

3. On the brow of the hill now called Mount Zion» a con- 
Tbe Cosna- spicuous minaret is pointed out from a distance to the 
culum* traveller approaching Jerusalem from the south, as 
marking the Mosque of the Tomb of David. Within tlie pre- 
cincts of that mosque is a vaulted gothic chamber, which con- 
tains within its four walls a greater confluence of traditions 
than any other place of like dimensions in Palestine. It is 
startling to hear that tliis is the scene of the Last Supper, of 
the meeting after the Eesurrection, of the miracle of Pentecost, 
of the residence and death of the Virgin, of the burial of 
Stephen. If one might hazard a conjecture respecting the 
cause of such a concentration of traditions, some of them dating 
as far back as the fourth century, it would be this. We know 
frppa Cyril and Epiphanius that a building existed on this 
spol, claiming to be the only edifice which had survived 
the overtlirow of the city by Titus. This building of 
unknown origin would naturally serve as an appropriate 
receptacle for all recollections which could not otherwise 
be attached to any fixed locality. There is one circumstance 
which, if proved, would greatly endanger the claims of the 
** Coenaculum.” It stands above the vault of the traditional 
Tomb of David, and we can hardly suppose that any residence, 
at the time of the Christian era, could have stood within the 
precincts of the Royal Sepulchre. It must, however, be re- 
membered that the belief in David’s Tomb, altliougli now enter- 
tained by Christians, Jews, and Mussulmans alike, has yet given 
the place a special sanctity only in the eyes of tlie last. Possibly 
it may have been occasioned by e misunderstanding of St. Peter’s 
words, “His sepulchre is with us {iv ^fiTv) until this day*;” 
according to which, it might have been thought that David’s 
Tomb was literally in the midst of the Pentecostal Assembly, 
that is, in the chamber now shown as. the Ccenaculum; and in 
that case, the earlier tradition that this was the site of “the 
upper chamber might hold its ground. .In 18G2, a partial 
entrance to this sanctuary was effected for the Prince of Wales. 
But it was impossible to penetrate farther than the serine con- 

^ ^iee Tltnipp*8 Ancient Jernealem, p. 165. In Jerome’s time, it was an oratoTjr 
Betkldlietu (Sp. zItI* 17). 
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tainitig the usual cenotaph erected over the 8up]^eed graves 
of Mussulman saints. Two points, however, were established , 
by what was then seen. First, the shrine or tomb stands in 
what is distinctly the crypt of the church above. Secondly* 
there is in the wall on the north of the shrine* a closed door, 
which is said by the guardians of the mosque, and which, from 
the Arabic inscription over it, purports to be the entrance to the 
vault below. But into this vault (in this respect differing from 
the cave below the Mosque of Hebron), there is no aperture 
visible. The Mussulman tradition assigns the burial-place to 
David and Solomon. But it is obvious from the Biblical account 
that, if it be the tomb of David at all, it must be a sepulchral 
catacomb of vast extent, because it contained the graves of far 
the larger part of the kings of Judah. The authenticity or non- 
authenticity would therefore be disclosed by a moment’s glance 
at the cavern, if such really exists there; and any such discovery 
would have the additional importance of so far settling the dis- 
puted question of the si^e of Mount Zion itself. 

4. We now approach the most sacred of all the Holy Places ; 
in comparison of whicli, if genuine, all thq rest sink ch„rch 
into insignificance ; the interest of which, even if not of the H«ly 
genuine, stands absolutely alone in the world. I shall ®®^**^®^*^* 
not attempt to unravel the tangled controversy of the identity 
of the Holy Sepulchre. Everything which can be said against 
that identity will be found in the Biblical Eesearches of 
Dr. Robinson — everything which can be said in its favour will 
be found in the Holy City of Mr. Williams, including, as it 
does, the able discussion on the architectural history of the 
church by Professor Willis*. It is enough to state that the 
argument mainly turns on the solution of two questions, one 
historical, the other topographical. The historical question 
rests on the value of the tradition that the spot was marked 
before the time of Constantine by a temple or statue of Venus, 
which the Emperor Hadrian had erected in order to pollute a 
spot already in his time regarded as sacred by the Christians. 

* ahrine was seen and described, of the Garden of Paradise'* (the usaal 
M we saw it, hy Dr. Barclay (Oity of the phrase for the gmve of a saint). 

Great King, 203). The door, 1 believe, ^ Perhaps the most complete aummaiy 
has been seen by no Buropeans except of both sides of the question is given in 
those who entered with the Prince on the the eighth numl^ of the Musetun of 
ocoariofi to which I refer. The inscription Classical Antiquities, April, 1350. 
over it is to the eflfect — “This is the door 
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The to|>ographical question is whether the present site can be 
proved to have stood without the walls of Jerusalem at the time 
of the Orucifiadon. On the historical question the advocates of 
the identity of the Sepulchre never have fairly met the diflSculty 
that it is hardly conceivable that Hadrian could have had any 
motive in such a purpose, when his whole object in establishing 
his new city of -Elia was to insult, not the Christians, but the 
Jews, from whom, in Palestine at that time, the Christians were 
emphatically divided. And it is at least curious that to the cor- 
responding tradition respecting Hadrian’s temple of Adonis at 
Bethlehem, there is no allusion whatever by Justin, or by Origen, 
though speaking of the very cave in which the Pagan temple is 
said to have been erected, and within a century of the time of its 
erection. In the topographical question, on the other hand, 
the opponents of the identity of the Sepulchre have never done 
justice to the argument first clearly stated in England by Lord 
Nugent, and pointedly brought out by Professor Willis, which 
is derived from the so-called tombs of Joseph and Nicodemus. 
Underneath the western galleries of the church, behind the Holy 
Sepulchre, are two pxcavations in the face of the rock, forming 
an ancient Jewish sepulchre as clearly as any that can be seen in 
the Valley of Hinnom or in the Tombs of the Kings*. Tliat they . 
should have been so long overlooked both by the advocates and 
opponents of the identity of the Holy Sepulchre, can only be 
accounted for by the perverse dulness of the conventual guides 
of the church, who point the attention of travellers and pilgrims, 
not t6 those sepulchres, but to two graves sunk in the floor* in 
front of them, — possibly, like similar excavations in the rocky 
floors at Petra, of ancient origin — possibly, however, as Dr. 
Schulz suggests, dug at a later time to represent the graves^ 
when the real object of the ancient sepulchres had ceased to be 
intelligible ; just as the tomJ?s of some Mussulman saints are 
fictitious tombs erected over the rude sepulchres hewn in the 
rock beneath. The traditional names of Joseph and Nicodemus 
are probably valueless. But the existence of these sepulchres 
proves almost to a certainty that at some period the site of the 

* Hilman’s History of Christianity, found it perfectly possible. 

wL i p* 417. ^ Even Mr. Carzoo, whist arguing for 

* As I hare seen it doubted whether the antiquity of these tombs, in his 
these tombs are capable of containing a graphic account of the church, speaks 
human body, it may be worth while to of them as “in the floor.** — Eastern 
stats that 1 tried the experiment and Monasteries, p. 166. 
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present church must have been outside the walls of the city* and 
lends considerable probability to the belief that the rocky exca- 
vation, which perhaps exists in part still, and certainly once 
existed entire, within the marble casing of the chapel of the Hply 
Sepulchre, was at any rate a really ancient tomb, and not, as is 
often rashly asserted, a modem structure intended to imitate it 
One further point deserves consideration. The tradition that 
Adam or Adam’s skull was buried in Golgotha seems anterior 
to the tradition of the Sepulchre itself *. It was suggested by 
Dr. Clarke that the curious cavity still shown as the site of that 
burial-place may have been the origin of the whole theory which 
identifies this place with the Crucifixion. It is, at any rate, 
remarkable that this should have been the only traditional spot in 
connection with the Crucifixion recorded in the third century. 

Farther than this in our present state of knowledge no merely 
topographical consideration can bring us. Even though these 
tombs prove the site to have been outside some wall, they do not 
prove that wall to have been the wall of Herod : it may have 
been the earlier wall of the ancient monarchy, and, even though 
it be outside the wall of Herod, this only proves the possibility 
— ^not even the probability — of its identity with the scene of the 
Crucifixion. And the question whether the wall of Herod really 
ran so as just to exclude or just to include the present site, must 
depend for its solution on such excavations under the accumu- 
lated ruins of ages as are now impossible, but will doubtless in 
some future day clear up the topography of ancient Jerusalem, 
as they have, in the analogous case of Rome, cleared up, beyond 
all previous expectation, the topography of the Forum. But, 
granting to the full the doubts which must always hang over the 
highest claims of the Church of the Sepulchre, no thoughtful man 
can look unmoved on what has, from the time of Constantine, been 
revered by the larger part of the Cj^iristian world as the scene of 
the greatest events of the world’s liistory, and has itself in time 
become, for that reason, the centre of a second cycle of events 
of incomparably less magnitude, indeed, but yet of an interest in 

' Orlgen (Tract, in Matt. 35 ; Latin. Adam was bnried at Hebron. Bat t^e 
Oimo. in Matt, xxvii. 27, ed. Cramer), pssage of Orlgen certainly prOTes that 
aistin^tly asserts that there was a Jewish in his time there was in Jerusalm a 
tradition that the body, of Adam Vas place known by the name of Oolgoiha, or 
buried in the * * Place of a Skall.** Jerome the Skull, 
disputes the tacl^ from his notion that 
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the highest degtee romantic. It may be too much to cs:p^t <3KSt 
inquiring travellers, who see the necessary uncertainty of the 
whole tradition, should be able to partake of those ardent feelings 
which even a sceptical observer like Dr. Clarke acknowledges, in 
that 'Striking passage which describes the entrance of himself 
and his companions into the Chapel of the Sepulchre. But its 
later associations may be felt by every student of history with- 
out fear of superstition or irreverence. 

Look at it as its site was first fixed * by Constantine and his 
The Hock of mother. Whether Golgotha were here or far away, 
Golgotha, there is no question that we can still trace the sweep 
of rocky hill, in the face of which the Sepulchre stood, as they 
first beheld it*. For if the rough limestone be disputed, which 
some maintain can still he felt in the interior of the Chapel of 
the Sepulchre, there can be no doubt of the rock which contains 
tl)^ ** tombs of Joseph and Nicodemus;** none of that which in 
the “prison “ and in the entombment of “Adames head marks 
the foot of the cliff of the present Golgotha; or of that which 
is seen at its summit in the so-called fissure of the “rocks rent 
by the earthquake;’* none, lastly, of that through which a long 
descent conducts the pilgrim to the subterraneous chapel of the 
“ Invention of the Cross.” In all these places enough can be 
seen to show what the natural features of these places must 
have been before the “ ingenuous rock ” had been “ violated by 
the marble ** of Constantine ; enough to show that the church 
^is at least built on the native hills of the old Jerusalem*. 

On these cliffs have clustered the successive edifices of the 
The Ohurch venerable pile which now rises in almost solitary 
of the Holy grandeur from the fallen city. Above rise the two 
^ ° domes, between which the Turkish sheykh was 


^ This 18 not sud in ignorance of 
Fergusson’s ingenious, one might almdst 
say brilliant, attempt to disprove even 
the Oonatantlnion origin of the present 
site ; and it is inuch to be wished that 
spme competent opponent would serionaly 
consider the architectural argument from 
4^ dome of the Sakrah, on which he 
chiefly relies, and which undoubtedly is 
4saletilated to produce a great impression. 
But the historical objections still seem to 
lUe insurmountable. 

^ It may be well to remind the reader 
that thert are two errors implied in the 


popular expression “ Mount Calvary.” 
1. There is in the Scriptural narrative 
no mention of a mount or hill. 2. There 
is no such name as ‘‘Calvary.” The 
passage from which the word is taken in 
Luke xxiii. 33, is merely the Latin trans- 
lation (“Calvaria”) of what the Evan- 
gelist calls “a skull” — KpdtftOV, 

^ Perhaps the most valuable part of 
Professor Willis's masterly discussion of 
the whole subject is his attempt to 
restore the orJ^nal form of the nroundl 
(Section$ 7 and 9). 





(^tablished by Saladiu to watch the pilgrims within~tbe lesser 
dmne surmouBting the Greek Church which occupies the piece 
of Constantine's basilica; the larger surmounting the Chapel of 
the Holy Sepulchre, and by its ruinous state indicating the need 
of that repair which of late furnished a pretext to the hostile 
claims of France and Bussia. Underneath stands Uie Gothic por^ 
tal and facade of the Crusaders, its European features strangely 
blending with the Oriental imagery which surrounds it on every 
side. Close beside the Christian belfry towers the minaret of 
Omar*, telling its well-known story of Arabian devotion and rnag^ 
nanimity. In front extends the open court thronged with buyers 
and sellers of relics to be carried home to the most distant regions 
of the earth. The whole is patched together by the bridges 
and walls and stairs by which the monks of the adjacent con- 
vents climb into the galleries and chambers of all kinds which 
run through the sacred edifice. All these, and many like appear- 
ances, unfold, more clearly than any book, the long series of 
recollections which hang around that tattered and incongruous 
mass. Enter the church, and the impression is still the same. 
There is the place in which to study all the diverse rites niversiiy 
and forms of the older churches of the world. There 
alone are gathered together all the altars of all the sects which 
existed before the Beformation. On one side is the barbaric 
splendour of the Greek Church, exulting in its possession of 
Constantine's basilica and of the rock of Calvary. In another 
corner is the deep poverty of the Coptic and Syrian Churches,^ 
each now confined to one paltry chapel, forcibly contrasted again 
with the large portions won by the rich revenues of the mer- 
chant Church of Armenia. And intermingled with each of these 
is the more chastened and familiar worship of the Latin Church, 
here reduced from the gigantic proportions which it bears in its 
native seat to a humble settlemei^t in a foreign land, yet still 
securing for itself a footing, with its usual energy, even on 
localities which its rivals seem most firmly to have occupied. 
High on the platform of Calvary, beside the Greek sanctuary of 


‘ Tlie mioaret is said to stand on the 
spot ^here Omar prayed, as near the 
church as was compatible with hia ab- 
staining from its appropriatiou by offer- 
ing up hit prayers within it. The story 
is curiously illustrated by the account 
which Ah^ Michon (p. 72) gives of the 


occupation of the “ Coenaculum ** hy the 
Mahometans. A few Mussulmans, in the 
last century, who were determined to get 
poBsetsion of the convent, entered It on 
the plea of its being the tomb of David, 
said their prayers there, and from that mo* 
ment it b^ame a Mahometan sanotuarj^ 
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th^ Crucifixion, it has claimed a separate altar for the Exaltation 
of the Cross. Deep in the Armenian chapel of St. Helena it has 
seated itself in the corner where the throne of Helena was placed 
during the Invention.” In the Chapel of the Holy Sepulcfire 
itself, whilst the Greek Church, with its characteristic formality, 
confines its masses to the antechapel, where its priests can cele- 
brate towards the east, the Latin Church, with no less charac- 
teristic boldness, has rushed into the vacant space in the inner 
chapel, and regardless of all points of the compass, has adopted 
for its altar the Holy Tomb itself. For good or for evil — ^for 
union or for disunion — the older forms of Christendom are 
gathered together, as nowhere else in Europe or in Asia, within 
those sacred walls. 

To unfold the claims of these several communions would be 
in itself a history. The apportionment of the Church of the 
H4)ly Sepulchre is, in fact, an e^ntome of the crusade within the 
Crusades which forms so curious an episode in that eventful 
drama. We are there reminded of what else we are apt to 
forget, that the chivalry of Europe were engaged not only in 
the great conflict with the followers of Mahomet, but also in a 
constant under-struggle with the emperors of the great city which 
they encountered in their midway progress. The capture of Con- 
stantinople by the Latins in the fourth Crusade was but the same 
hard measure to the Byzsyitine Empire, which on a smaller 
scale they had already dealt to the Byzantine Church, then, as 
"^now, the national and native Church of Palestine and of the East. 
The Crusaders, by virtue of their conquest, occupied the Holy 
Places which had before been in the hands of the Greeks; and 
the Greeks in turn, wheli the Crusaders were ultimately ex- 
pelled by the Turks, took advantage of the influence of wealth 
find neighbourhood to regain from the Turks the share in the 
sanctuaries, of which the European princes had deprived them. 
Copt, Syrian, and Armenian, have, it is true, their own claims 
to maintain, as dissenters, so to speak, against the great Byzan- 
tine establishment, from which they have successively separated. 
But the one standing conflict has always been between the 
descendants of the crusading invaders, supported by France or 
Spain, and the descendants of the original Greek occupants, 
supported by the great Northern Power which claims to have 
succeeded to the name and privileges of the Eastern Caesars^^ 
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Neither party can ever forget that once the whole sanctuary 
was exclurively theirs, and although France and Eussia have 
doubtless pressed the claims of their respective Churches from 
political or commercial motives, yet those claims themselves 
arise from the old conflict of the two great national Churches 
of the East and West, here alone brought side by side within 
the same narrow territory. 

It would be an easy though melancholy task to tell how the 
Armenians stole the AiigeFs stone from the ante -chapel of the 
Sepulchre — how the Latins procured a firman to stop the repairs 
of the dome by the Greeks — ^how the Greeks demolished the 
tombs of the Latin Kings, Godfrey and Baldwin, in the resting- 
place which those two heroic chiefs had chosen for themselves at 
the foot of Calvary — ^liow, in the bloody conflicts at Easter, the 
English traveller was taunted by the Latin monks with eating the 
bread of their convent, and not fighting for them in the church 
— how the Abyssinian convent was Ijeft vacant for the Greeks 
in the panic raised when a drunken Abyssinian monk shot the 
Muezzin going his rounds on the top of Omar's minaret — ^how, 
after the great fire of 1808, which fire itself the Latins charge to 
the ambition of the Greek monks, two years of time, and two- 
thirds of the cost of the restoration, were consumed in the en- 
deavours of each party, by bribes and litigations, to overrule and 
eject the others from the places they had respectively occupied 
in the ancient arrangement of the Churches — ^liow each party 
regards the Turk as his best and only protector against the other*^ 
These dissensions, however painful, are not without their im- 
portance, not only in regard to the recent troubles which have 
arisen from them, but also as illustrations of the state of feeling 
there preserved, though now happily extinct in Europe, with 
which the mediaeval orders and cathedrals even of ourown country 
strove by force or fraud to enrich themselves with relics and sanc- 
tuaries at the cost of their neighbours or rivals. They are in- 
structive, too, as exhibiting within a small compass, and in the 
most palpable form, the contentions and jealousies which, not 
in Palestine only, or in the middle ages, but from the earliest 
times to the present day have been th^ bane of the history of the 
Christian Church;, making common enemies dearer than rival 
brethren, common good insignificant in comparison with the 
special claims and privileges of each sect and Church. Yet let 



ns not so part* Grievous as these dissensions are, their extent 
Ws been often exaggerated. Ecclesiastical history, after all, is 
not all controversy, nor is the area of the Church of the fioly 
Sepulchre at all times and in all places a mere battle-field pf its 
several occupants. To the ordinary traveller it exhibits only the 
sight of all nations, kindreds, and languages worshipping, each 
with its peculiar rites, round what they all believe to be the tomb 
of their common Lord — a sight edifying by the very reason 
of its singularity, and suggestive of a higher and nobler, and, 
perhaps the time may come when it may be added, a truer image 
of the Christian Church than that which is too often and too 
justly derived from the history -both of holy things and of holy 
places. ** Vox quidem dissona, sed una religio. Tot pfene psah 
lentium chori, quot gentium diversitates*.** So wrote the pilgrims 
of the days of Jerome: so, from a higher point of view than 
has. yet been reached, might be said by those who, in our days, 
wlxether at Jerusalem or elsewhere, can discover a common faitlx 
amidst diversities yet greater. 

There is one more aspect in which the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre must be regarded. It is not merely the centime of tlxe 
worship of Christendom, it is also in an especial manner the 
Cathedral Church of Palestine and of the East; and in it the 
local religion, which attaches to all the Holy Places, reaches its 
highest pitch, and, as is natural, receives its colour from the 
Eastern and barbarous nations, who necessarily contribute the 
chief elements to what may be called its natural congx'egation. 
It may be well, therefore, to conclude by a description of the 
Gwek Greek Easter, Vhich will also sum up the general im- 
Easter. pressions of the whole building, in whose history it 
forms so remarkable a feature. The time is the morning of Easter 
Eve*, which, by a strange anticipation, here, as in Spain, eclipses 
Easter Sunday. The place is the great Kotunda of the nave ; the 
model of all the circular churches of Europe, especially that of 
Aix-la-Chapelle. Above is the great dome with its rents and 
patches waiting to be repaii'ed,and the sky seen through the open- 
ing in the centre, which here, as in the Pantheon, admits the light 
and air of day; Immediately beneath are the galleries, in one 
of which on the northern side— that of the Latin cAivent— are 

jaiierpn. Opp. i. p. 82. p. 355), it was tbe 6tb day aftpr 

* In ike time of Van Egmont (yoI. i. Easter. 
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jis^emWed the Frank spectators. ISitlovr is the Chapel of the 
Sepulchre— a shapeless edifice of brown marble; on its shabby 
roof, a meagre cupola, tawdry vases with tawdiy flowers, and a 
forest of slender tapers; whilst a blue curtain is drawn across 
its top to intercept the rain admitted through the dome. It 
is divided into two chapels — that on the west containing the 
Sepulchre, that on the east containing ^‘the Stone of the 
Angel.’* Of these, the eastern chapel is occupied by the 
Greeks and Armenians. On its north side is a round hole 
from which the Holy Fire is to issue for the Greeks. A corre- 
sponding aperture is on the south side for the Armenians, who 
communicate it to the Syrians, Copts, and Abyssinians. At 
the western extremity of the Sepulchre, but attached to it 
from the outside, is the little wooden chapel,* allotted to the 
poor Copts ; and further west, but parted from the sepulchre 
itself, is the still poorer chapel of the still poorer Syrians, 
happy in their poverty however -for this, that it lias probably 
been the means of saving from marble and decoration the so- 
called tombs of Joseph and Nicodemus, which lie in their 
precincts, and on which rests the chief evidence of the genuine* 
ness of the whole site. 

The Chapel of the Sepulchre rises from a dense mass o£ 
pilgrims, who sit or stand wedged round it ; whilst Tbe Holy 
round them, and between another equally dense mass, 
which goes I’ound the walls of the church itself, a lane is formed 
by two lines, or rather two circles of Turkish soldiers stationed 
to keep order. For the spectacle whicU is about to take place 
nothing can he better suited than the form of the Rotunda, 
giving galleries above for the spectators, and an open space 
below for the pilgrims and their festival. For the first two 
hours everything is tranquil. Nothing indicates what is com- 
ing, except that the two or three pilgrims who have got close 
to the aperture keep their hands fixed in it with a clench never 
relaxed*. It is about noon that this circular lane is suddenly 
broken through by a tangled group rushing violently round till 
fhey are caught by one of the Turkish soldiers. It seems to be 
the belief of the Arab Greeks that unless they run round the 

^ history of this chapel is well Into those h<des the Greek end Armenian 
(^▼en in Van S^ont, ycIL i. 321. pil^ms thrust their hands, and shut 

; * Tlie holy once came through four their eyes, under the eontietton that 
l^les in the form of a eross, said to be whoever so did would be saved. (Van 
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SepulcMe a certaiii number of times tiie fii^ wiU not borne. 
Possibl;, also, there is some strange reminiscence of the fknerail 
games and races round the tomb of an aiicient chiefs Accord- 
ingly, the night before, and from this time forward for tWo 
hours, a succession of gambols takes place, which an English- 
man can oxdy compare to a mixture of prisoner’s base, football, 
and leapfrog, round and round the Holy Sepulchre. First, he 
sees these tangled masses of twenty, thirty, fifty men, starting 
in a run, catching hold of each other, lifting one of themselves 
on their shoulders, sometimes on their heads, and rushing on 
with him till he leaps off, and some one else succeeds ; some of 
them dressed in sheep-skins; some almost naked ; one usually 
preceding the rest as a fugleman, clapping his hands, to which 
they respond in like manner, adding also wild howls, of which 
the chief burden is — This is tlie tomb of Jesus Christ — God 
the *Sultan ” — “ Jesus Christ has redeemed us.” What 
begins in the lesser groups soon grows in magnitude and 
extent, till at last the whole of the circle between the troops is 
continuously occupied by a race, a whirl, a toirent of these 
wild figures, like the Witches’ Sabbath in ‘‘ Faust,” wheeling 
round the Sepulchre. Gradually the frenzy subsides or is 
checked ; the course is cleared, and out of the Greek Church, 
on the east of the Eotunda, a long procession* with embroidered 
banners, supplying in their ritual the want of images, begins to 
defile round the Sepulchre. 

From this moment the excitement, wliich has before been 
confined to the ruiyiers and dancers, becomes universal. 
Hedged in by the soldiers, the two huge masses of pilgrims 
still remain in their places, all joining, however, in a wild 
succession of yells, through which are caught from , time to 


^ A ctirious illustration of these Arab 
taces in the Ohnrch of the Sepulchre 
may he found in Tischendorf s descrip* 
tion of the races at the tomb of Sheyhh 
Saleh (Chap. I. p. 56), and in Jerome*s 
account of the wild fanatics, who per- 
form^ gambols eiactly similar to those 
dr the Greek Easter Wore the reputed 
tomb of John the Baptist and Elisha, at 
Samaria (Chap. V, p. 245)— *‘tJlulare 
more luporum, yoolbus latrare canum— 
allot rotare oapai, et post tergnm tenam 


Tertice tangere.^* — {MpUaph, Pavl. p. 
113.) Is it possible that it was to pmrody 
some such spectacles that the Ijatins held 
their dances at St. Sophia, on the capture 
of Constantinople, at the fourth Cruise ? 
Hasselqiust (136) was told that they 
danced to keep the earth warm, and so 
to kindle the fire. 

3 The . procession is described by 
Bichardson (ii. 830) as diking place after 
the fire. 
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time strangely, almost affeeting|ly, mingled, the chants of the 
pi^cession— the solemn chants of the Church of Basil and 
Chrysostom, mingled with the yells of vsavages. Thrice the 
procession paces round; at the third time the two lines of 
Turkish soldiers join and fall in behind. One great movement 
sways the multitude from side to side. The crisis of the day 
is now approaching. The presence of the Turks is believed 
to prevent the descent of the fire, and at tliis point it is that 
they are driven, or consent to be driven, out of the . church. In 
a moment the confusion, as of a battle and a victory, pervades 
the church. In every direction the raging mob bursts in upon 
the troops, who pour out of the church at the south-east 
comer — the procession is broken through, the banners stagger 
and waver. They stagger and waver, and fall amidst the flight 
of priests, bishops, and standard-bearers hither and thither 
before the tremendous rush. In one small but compact band 
the Bishop of Petra (who is on this occasion the Bishop of 
“ the Fire,*’ the representative of the Patriarch) is hurried to 
the Chapel of the Sepulchre, and the door is closed behind 
him. The whole church is now one heaving sea of heads 
resounding with an uproar which can be compared to nothing 
less than that of the Guildhall of London at a nomination for 
the City. One vacant space alone is left ; a narrow lane from 
the aperture on tlie north side of the chapel to the wall of the 
church. By the aperture itself stands a priest* to catch the 
fire ; on each side of the lane, so far as the eye can reach, 
hundreds of bare arms are stretched opt like the branches of a 
leafless forest — like the branches of a forest quivering in some 
violent tempest. 

In earlier and bolder times the expectation of the Divine 
presence was at this juncture raised to a still higher pitch by 
the appearance of a dove hovering above the cupola of the 
: chapel— to indicate, so Maundrell was told*, the visible descent 
of the Holy Ghost. This extraordinary act, whether of 
; extravagant symbolism or of daring profaneness, has now been 

1 ^ hk Haaielqmst’s time (p. 138) an sligl^ter variatione, the account et 

' Ameaiaxi paid 80,000 sc^oina for this Maundrell, in the 17th eentnry, is at^ 
place. almost exact tranfioiipt of what is still 

i ’ With this and one or two other seen. 
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aiscontinued; but the belief still contmues — and it is only from 
tine knowledge of that belief that the full horror of the soene^ the 
intense excitement of the next few moments, can be adequately 
conceiTed. Silent — ^awfully silent — in the midst of this frantic 
uproar, stands the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre. If any one 
could at such a moment be convinced of its genuinenessi or 
could expect a display of miraculous power, assuredly it would 
be that its very stones would cry out against the wild fanaticism 
without, and unhappy weakness within, by which it is at that 
hour desecrated. At last tlie moment comes. A bright flame 
as of burning wood appears inside the hole — the light, as every 
educated Greek knows and acknowledges, kindled by the 
Bishop within — the light, as every pilgrim believes, of the 
descent of God Himself upon the Holy Tomb. Any distinct 
feature or incident is lost in the universal whirl of excitement 
which envelopes the church, as slowly, gradually, the fire spreads 
from hand to hand, from taper to taper, through that vast 
multitude — till at last the whole edifice from gallery to gallery, 
and through the area below, is one wide blaze of thousands of 
burning candles. It is now that, according to some accounts, 
the Bishop or Patriarch is carried out of the chapel in triumph 
on the shoulders of the people, in a fainting state, ‘^to give the 
impression that he is overcome by the glory of the Almighty, 
from whose immediate presence he is believed to come*."' It 
is now that a mounted horseman, stationed at the gates of the 
church, gallops off with a lighted taper to communicate the 
sacred fire to the lamps of the Greek church in the convent at 
Bethlehem. It is now tliat the great rush to escape from the 
rolling smoke and suffocating heat, and to carry the lighted 
tapers into the streets and houses of Jerusalem, through the 
one entrance to the church, leads at times to the violent pres- 
sure which in 1834 cost the lives of hundreds. For a short 
time the pilgrims run to and fro — rubbing their faces and 
breasts against the fire to attest its supposed harmlessness. 
But the wild enthusiasm terminates from the moment that the 
fire is communicated ; and perhaps not the least extraordinary 
part of the spectacle is the rapid and total subsidence of a 


1 Carzon’s Monasteries, p. 203. 
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frenzy SO intense. The furious agitation of the morning ia 
strangely contrasted with the profound repose of the etening, 
when the church is once again filled^through the area of the 
Kotunda, the chapels of Copt and Syrian, the subterranean 
church of Helena, the great nave of Constantine’s basilica, thO 
stairs and platform of Calvary itself, with the many chambers 
above— every part, except the one chapel of the Latin Church, 
filled and overlaid by one mass of pilgrims wrapt in deep sleep 
and waiting for the midnight service. 

Such is the Greek Easter, the greatest moral argument 
against the identity of the spot which it professes to honour, 
stripped, indeed, of some of its most revolting features, yet 
still, considering the place, the time, and the intention of the 
professed miracle, probably the most offensive delusion to be 
found in the world. 

It is as impossible to give any precise account of the origin 
of this singular scene as of the story of the transference 
of the House of Loretto. The explanation often offered, that it 
has arisen from a misunderstanding of a symbolical ceremony, 
is hardly compatible with its remote antiquity. As early as 
the ninth century it Avas believed that “an angel came and 
lighted the lamps which hung over the Sepulchre, of which light 
the Patriarch gave his share to the bishops and the rest of the 
people, that each might illuminate his own house It w^S 
probably the continuation of an alleged miraculous appearance 
of fire in ancient times — an appearance suggested, it may be, 
in part by some actual phenomenon in the neighbourhood, such 
as that which is mentioned in the account by Ammianus of 
Julian’s rebuilding the Temple — in part also by the belief 
found at many of the tombs of Mussulman saints, that on every 
Friday a supernatural light blazes in their sepulchres, which 
supersedes all necessity of lamps, and dazzles all beholders*. 
It is a remarkable instance of a great, it may almost be said an 
awful superstition, gradually deserted by its supporters, yet sjiU 
maintained for the sake of the multitude*. Originally all the 

* Bernard tLe Wise, a.d. 867. (Early EuseU H. E. vi. 1). 

: Travels in Palestine, p. 26.) There is a ® See Chapters VI. and XIL 

• story of a zniractdons supply of oil for * A complete history of tiie Holy Pire 

the lighting of the lamps, on Easter Eve is given in a Latin essay by Moeheim, 
at Jerusalem, as early as the 2iid century. ** Be Lumine Sancti Sepulchri,'* 1736. It 



Ohturch^ j^ook m ttte ceremcmy, but one by one they have 
fallen aivay. The Boman Catiholics, after their esiclusion j&om 
the ehmoh by the Oreeks» denounced it ae an imposture, and 
have never since resumed it. Only inferior to the delight of 
the Greek pilgrims at receiving the £re, is the deUght of the 
XilHihs in deriding what, in the Annals of the Propagation of 
the Faith,” they describe (forgetful of the past and of S. 
Jwuarius at Naples) as a ** ridiculous and superstitious cere- 
mony.” ‘‘ Ah ! vedete la fantasia,” exclaim the happy Fran- 
ciscans in the Latin Gallery. ‘‘Ah! qual fantasia; — ecco gli 
bruti Greoi — ^noi non facciamo cosi.” Next, the grave 
Armenians deserted, or only with great reluctance acquiesced 
in, what they too regarded as a fraud. And lastly, unless they 
are greatly misrepresented, the enlightened members of the 
Greek Church itself*, including, it is said, no less a person 
thaq the late Emperor Nicholas, would gladly discontinue the 
cerdmony, could they but venture on such a shock as this 
iJtcp would give to the devotion and faith of the thousands 
who yearly come from far and near, over land and sea, for this 
sole object. 

It is doubtless a miserable thought that for such an end as 
this, Constantine and Helena planned and builded — that for 
such a worship as tliis, Godfrey and Tancred, Richard and 
St. Louis, fought and died. Yet in justice to the Greek clergy 
it must be remembered that* this is but the most extreme and 
the most instructive case of what every Church must suffer 
which has to bear with the weakness and fanaticism of its 
members, whether brought about by its own corruption or by 
long and inveterate ignorance. And however repulsive to our 
European minds may be the orgies of the Arab pilgrims, we 
ought rather perhaps to wonder that these wild creatures 


appears from his statement that it 
began in the 9th century— that from the 
9th to the 12th century it was effected 
by some preparation which kindled the 
lights in the church simultaneously, and 
that the present mode of kindling it 
within the chapel began from the 12th 
century. £[e compares it to a strange 
ceremnny in Mingrelia, where a sacr^ 
bull is once a year coTertly introduced 
Into the Ghnndi of St. George, and there 


exhibited to the eyes of the pilgrims as 
having been miraculously transported 
thither through closed doors by St, George 
himself. 

1 An exiled patriarch of Constanti- 
nople told Van Egmont, in the Convent 
of Mount Sinai, that he had declined 
the patriarchate of Jerusalem from his 
unwillingness to take pagt in what he 
regarded as a frraud. (VanSSgmont, 856»> 
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should be Christians at all, than that being such they should 
take this mode of expressing their devotion at this great anni« 
versary. The very violence of the paroxysm proves its temr 
porary character. On every other occasion tlxeir conduct is 
sober and decorous, even to dulness, as though — according to 
the happy expression of one of the most observant of Eastern 
travellers* — ^they‘*were not working-out, but transoctinij^ the 
great business of salvation.” 

It may seem to some a painful, and perhaps an unexpected 
conclusion, that so great an uncertainty should hang over spots 
thus intimately connected xvith the great events of the Cliristian 
religion, — ^that in none the chain of tradition should be 
unbroken, and in most cases hardly reach beyond the age 
of Constantine, Is it possible, it is frequently asked,, that the 
disciples of the first age should have neglected to mark and 
commemorate the scenes of such events? And the answer, 
though often given, cannot be too often repeated, that it not 
only was possible, but precisely what we should infer from the 
absence of any allusion to local sanctity in the writings of the 
Evangelists and Apostles, who were too profoundly absorbed 
in the events themselves to think of their localities, too wrapt 
in the spirit to pay regard to the letter or the place. The loss 
of the Holy Sepulchre, thus regarded, is a testimony to the 
greatness of the Resurrection. The loss of the Manger . of 
Bethlehem is a witness to the universal significance of the 
Incarnation. The sites which the earliest followers' of Our 
Lord would not adore, their successors could not. The 
obliteration of the very marks which identified the Holy 
Places was effected a little later by what may without 
. presumption be called the Providential events of the time. The 
Christians of the second generation of believers, even had they 
been anxious to preserve the collection of sites familiar to their 
fathers, would have found it in many respects impossible after 
the ruin of Jerusalem by Titus. The same judgment whieh 
tore up by the roots the local religion of the Old dispensati<Hi^ 
deprived of secure basis what has since grown up as the local 

^ Eothen, pjx. 137 — ^148. S«o Chapter VII. p, Z1$m 
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Teli^<m of the NewV The.total) obliteration of the scenea in.. 
some instuices is at least a proof that no Divine Provid^ce, : 
as is sometiines urged, must have vratched over them in others. 
'Xlie desolation of the Lake of Gennesareth has swept out of 
memory places more sacred than any that are alleged to have 
been preserved. The €ave of Bethlehem and the House of 
Nazareth, where our Lord passed an unconscious infancy and 
nn unknown youth, cannot be compared for sanctity with that 
“ House ” of Capernaum which was the home of His manhood 
and the chief scene of His words and works. Yet of that sacred 
habitation every vestige has perished as though it had never 
been. It is a certain fact, and one dwelt upon with considerable 
emphasis by the Sacred historian, that “ of the sepulchre of 
Moses no man knoweth imto this day*.” It is conjectured with 
some probability by the only European who has thoroughly 
investigated* the tomb of Mahomet at Medina, that this, too, 
is a’foter fiction, and that in the first fervour of the Mussulman 
faith the bmial-place of the Prophet was left unknown. Is it 
surprising that the causes which thus obscure the local remini- 
scences of the first beginnings of less momentous movements 
should have had still greater weight in covering with a like 
uncertainty the cradle and the sepulchre of Gospel History ? 

But the doubts which envelop tiie lesser things do not extend 
to the greater; they attach to the “Holy Places,” but not to 
“ the Holy Land.” The Clouds which cover the special 
localities are only specks in the clear light which invests 
the general geography of Palestine. Not only are the sites of 
Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Bethlehem absolutely indisputable, 
but, as we have seen, there is hardly a town or village of note 
mentioned in the Old and New Testament which cannot still 
be identified with a certainty which often extends to the very 
spots which are signalised in the history. If Sixtus V. had 
succeeded in his project of carrying off the Holy Sepulchre, 
tire essential interest of Jerusalem would have suffered as little 

^ •‘Fftst as evexiing BunbeaDis firom the Christian Year, Monday before IBastop* 
(8ea> * See Chapters II. VII. and X. 

Thy footsteps all in Sion's *deep * See Burton^s Pilgrimage tO' Mecca 
decay' and Medina, ii. pp. 109, 31^ 

Were blottedfirom the holy ground.”— 
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aa that of Bethlehem by the alleged transference of manger 
to S. Maria Mag^ore, or as that of Nazareth, were we to share 
the belief that its holy house were standing far away on the 
liill of Loretto. The very wish to believe in the transference 
is a proof of the slight connection between an attachment to the 
mere sanctuaries, and the enduring charm which must always 
attach to the real scenes of great events. It shows the diffe- 
rence (which is often confounded) between the local supersti- 
tion of touching and handling, of making topogi'aphy a matter 
of religion — and that reasonable and religious instinct which 
leads us to investigate the natural features of historical scenes, 
sacred or secular, as one of the best helps to conceiving of the 
events of which they were the stage. 

These “ Holy Places ” have, indeed, a history of their own, 
which, whatever be their origin, must always give th6m a 
position amongst the celebrated spots which have influenced 
the fortunes of the globe. The convent of Bethlehem can 
never lose the associations of Jerome, nor can the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre ever cease to be bound up with the recol- 
lections of the Crusades, or with the teai-s and prayers of 
thousands of pilgrims, which, of themselves, amidst whatever 
fanaticism and ignorance, almost consecrate the walls within 
which they are offered. But these reminiscences, and the 
instruction which they convey, bear the same relation to those 
awakened by the original and still living geography of Palestine 
as the later course of Ecclesiastical history bears to its divine, 
source. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, in this as in 
other aspects, is a type of the History of the Church itself, and 
the contrast thus suggested is more consoling than melancholy. 
Alike in Sacred Topography and in Sacred History, there is a 
wide and free atmosphere of truth above, a firm ground of 
reality beneath, which no doubts, controversies, or scandals, 
concerning this or that pai-ticular spot, this or that particular 
opinion or sect, can affect or disturb. The Churches of the 
Holy Sepulchre or of the Holy House may be closed against 
us, but we have still the Mount of Olives and the Sea of 
Galilee; the sky, the flowers, the trees, the fields, which 
suggested the Parables ; the holy hills, which cannot be removed, 
but stand fast for ever. • 




APPENDIX. 


VOCABULARY OF TOPOGRAPHICAL WORDS. 

In tlie foregoing chapters I have often had occasion to refer 
to the richness and precision of the local vocabulary of the 
Hebrew language. In the Authorised Version this is unfor- 
tunately lost ; not so much by the incorrect rendering of any 
particular word, as by the promiscuous use of the same English 
word for different Hebrew words, or of different English words 
for the same Hebrew word. Ik has been my endeavour to 
supply this defect, by substituting in all cases one uniform 
rendering in the passages quoted. But, in order to justify 
and explain these slight changes, I have thought it best to 
append a list of topographical words used in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, with a brief account of their exact meaning, as 
fixed by the root of the word, or, if possible, by actual 
examples of the thing described. 

Such an inquiry is the more interesting, in a language so 
primitive, and in a nomenclature so expressive, as that of the 
Hebrews. The geographical passages of the Bible seem to 
shine with new light, as these words acquire their proper 
force. How keenly, for example, are we led to notice the 
early tendency to personify and treat as living creatures the 
great objects of nature, when we find that the “ springs ” are 
, * the eyes,’ — ^the bright, glistening, life-giving eyes of the 
thirsty East; that the moimtains have not merely summits 
i; and sides, but * heads,' * shoulders,’ * ears,’ * ribs,’ * loins.’ How 
; strongly the character of Eastern scenpry is brought out, when 
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Scorer that, for ninety-nine casea out of a hundred^ where 
the authorised Version reads ** river/* we ought to read ^ dry 
watercourse ; * and how grandly does the Euphrates stand out, 
when we find that he is emphatically ‘‘ The Eiver ” of Asia ; 
and the Nile, when we find that he has his own peculiar name, 
never applied to any lesser stream. How powerfully is the cave 
life of the Israelite history illustrated by the numerous words 
for the cavities in rocks ; the absence of sea life by the few 
words for “bay” or “harbour.” What a picture is held out 
to us, as we glance over the names of the several towns and* 
cities in the allocation of the tribes by Joshua, and see that, 
in Judaea, the “ Hazer ” or Bedouin village, hangs everywhere 
on the frontier ; that the remnants of the lairs of wild beasts 
linger in the towns of the interior ; that “ terebinth ” and 
“forest” grew once where they have long since vanished; 
that the “ tents” were still found in Havoth-Jair beyond the 
Jordan. How clearly are the natural divisions of the country 
exhibited, as we see the often-repeated arrangement of 
Palestine into “ the country of the ‘ mountains* ” [of Judah, 
Ephraim and Naphtali], the “south” [of the frontier], and 
“the low country” [of Philistia], and the “issuings forth of 
the springs” [of Pisgah], — or again, the “desert** [of the 
Jordan], the “ sea-shore** [of the Phoenician plain,] — or again, 
“the circles,** or “the round** [of the oases of the Jordan], 
and the “level downs’* [of the trans-Jordanic table-lands]. 
Many are the events of which the scene is fixed by the precise 
mention of “ the mountain** instead of “ the hill,** or of “the 
hill** instead of “the mountain;** “the spring** for “the well,** 
or “ the well** for “ the spring ;** the “river** for “ the torrent,** 
or “ the torrent*’ for “ the river.** Many are the images which 
come out with double force from perceiving their original local 
meaning ; as when “ the valley of the shadow of death** is seen 
to be a narrow * ravine,’ where the shade of the closing rocks is 
never absent. 

So also by restoring the definite article, which the English 
translators — ^whether following the Vulgate or for ot^er reasons 
whiph cannot here be examined— -too often neglected, the loca- 
lity which would else be passed by as unknown, comes out 





47 ? 

olotbed with a long train of Tenerable recollections, or distin* 
gviished by some remarkable feature. Thus we shall find that 
the spot by which “the angel of the Lord found” Hagar 
was not merely “a fountain of water,” as we read in our 
version, but a well-known spot, *the spring’ of water in the 
wilderness — “ the ‘ spring' in the way to Shur,” which probably 
refreshed the traveller in the desert in times long after. Thus 
‘ the’ solitary oak of Deborah (Gen. xxxv. 8) stands out as a 
l a nd m ark to our eyes ; and we perceive that the tree in which 
* Absalom met his death, was evidently a tree of note even 
amongst the forests of Gilead, not only held in remembrance 
at tlie date of the composition of the history, but well known 
before the occurrence, as is proved by the fact that it is not 
only called “‘the’ great ‘terebinth’” in the narrative, but 
that the same form is used byJoab’s informant — A certain 
man told Joab, I saw Absalom hanging in ‘ the terebinth.’ ” 
(3 Sam. xviiL 19, 20.) 

Finally, it is instructive to observe the tenacity with which 
these local designations have in some instances smwived even 
to this day in the native Arabic. The valley of Ccele-Syria 
is still called by the same peculiar word for ‘plain’ which it 
bore in the time of Amos : and the desert valley of the Dead 
Sea has never lost its name of “ Arabah.” 

All these points which have been briefly intimated in the 
general sketch, will be stated at length in the following Cata- 
logue. I have here to repeat my obligations to Mr. Grove, 
for his kindness in arranging, verifying, and enlargiug the 
materials of this Appendix. 


liTo attempt has been made in the following Vocabulary to express the 
exact &ree of the Hebrew consonants and vowels beyond a uniform 
rendering of the same Hebrew by the same English letter. Thus is 
throughout H; t is Z n ig Ch, with the guttural sound whuh it has 
in the Scottish loch and the Oennan aehs * is 3 pronounced like Y, as 



my:''- 

; laOeimui^ d kCli^ :irkTz; pis]C$ ^is.$: 

i> fill ; mid » is not rendered at alL With regard to ^e Towels it is 
only jieoessary to say generally that they should be pronounced rather 
as in German than as in English— with a full broad sound. The only 
exception is in the case of - 7 - which is denoted by (*) so as to throw the 

accent strongly on the following syllable : thus — Sh^-pholah. 

2* Unless specially indicated to the contrary, the derivations and mean- 
ings of the words are those of Gesenius, as given in his Thesaurus 
JjingucB HehracBy 4to* Leipzig, 1829 — 42. The Hondworterbuch of Dr. 
Julius FUrst, now in course of publication (8vo. Leipzig, Tauchnitz), 
has been referred to when possible. ^ 

8. The Greek quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the Vatican 
codex of the LXX, in the edition of Van Ess (Leipzig, Tauchnitz, 
1835). Where the readings of the Alexandrian MSS. differ from 
these and have seemed worthy of notice, they are distinguished by tho 
prefix of Alex, and are taken from the folio of Grabe (Oxford, 1707 — 9). 
Aq,f Symm., Theod., denote the versions of Aquila, Symmaohus, and 
•Jheodotion, as given in Bahrdt’s edition of the fragments of Origen’s 
Hexapla (2 vols. 8vo. Leipzig, 1770). The very few citations from tho 
Targum and the Samaritan version have been taken frbm Walton^s 
Polyglott. Tho Latin quotations from the Vulgate — always in italics — 
are from the edition of Van Ess (3 vols. 8vo, Tubingen, 1824). 
Occasional reference is made to the German version of De Wette (Heidel- 
berg, 1839) ; to that edited by Dr. Zunz— Old Testament only — (Berlin, 
1848) ; and to the translation of Isaiah by Gesenius (Leipzig, 1829.) 
The edition of Ewald’s Geschichte referred to is the second. 

4. The words between double inverted commas, as ** palaces,” are in- 
variably quotations from the* Text of the English Authorised Version ; 
while the single commas, as ‘ cliff,’ are exclusively employed to indicate 
the variations from that Text consequent on the new rendering of the 
topographical words ^ Thus ** the crag of the * cliff’ ” denotes that the 
passage is quoted from the Authorised Version (Job xxxix. 28), but 
that the word * cliff’ is substituted for the “ rock” there found, as being 
a more accurate rendering of the Hebrew word Sola (see $ 29 e )• In 
like manner ‘‘ the valley of * the Terebinth,’ ” denotes that * the Tere- 
binth,’ is substituted for Elah” of the English Bible. ' (See §76). 

6, The passages quoted under each head are intended as far as possible 
to be a complete list of all the oocuirences of the word in the Old 
Testament. Where this is the case the word [All] will he foimd 
subjoined (see §§1, 2, &o.). But when the occurrences have been too 
numerous for entire quotation, the word All is omitted, indicating that 
a selection only has been given. 

: 1 liwill be psrceived that this method amendments of them, hti been followed 
diitisgmshuig between the renderings as &r as possible thronghont the entire 

of ibe Authorise Version and attempt^ work. 
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6« ^Ehrouglioiit the oompilaiiioii of ibia Catalognei gteat assistaaoe luui 
|>een derived i&om the very ftcourato Conoord^oe of Mr. "fTigraut^ 
(<<The ExigUshmau’s Hebrew imd Chaldee Conoordanoe/^ 21 vols. 
Longman, 1843.) 


CONTENTS OF VOCABULAEY. 


I. Valleys, Tracts of Land, &c. . . . . §§1 to 22 

II. Mountains, Rocks, Rising Ground . . . . 23 „ 38 

III. Rivers and Streams . . . . . 34 „ 49 

IV. Springs, Wells, Tanks, Pits 60 ,, 67 

V. Caverns 68 „ 71 

VI. Forests and Trees 72 „ 77 

VII. Cities, Villages, Fortresses 78 „ 99 

VIII. The Sea and its Shores . . . . . . 100 „ 108 


INDEX. 


Abel . . 

. . . meadow 

§17 

Chebel . 

. . . . district 

§22 

Achu , . 

. . Nile-meadow 

18 

Chelkah . 


20 

Agam . . 

. . . . pond 

57 

Chepher . 

. . cistern or pit 

63 

Ain . . 

. . . . spring 

50 

Chisloth . 

. loins (of mountain) 

28y 

Allon . . 


70 

Chor . . 


69 

Animah . 

, elbow (of a hill) 

234 

Choresh . 


72 

Aphik 

. . 1x>dy of water 

43 

Chutz 


98 

Ar . . 

city 

78 

Ciccar 


12 

ArabaU . 

desert 

10 

Choph 

. . . . sea-shore 

101 

Aremon . 

keep 

82 




Ashdoth . 
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Baci . . 


108 

Asherah . 

grove 

77 

Bothaiii . 

. . . “two wells” 

67 

Azuoth . 

cars (of a mountain) 

23& 

Emek . 

valley 

1 

Bamah . 

wave 

103 

El, Elah . 

. . oak or terebinth 

76 

Beer . . 

well 

60 

Esbel , . 

. . . . tamarisk 

77 

Berecali . 

pool 

59 

Esbed 
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Beth . . 

house 

88 

Etz . . 

. . . , . tree 

76 

Bikah 

plain 

0 




Birah 

palace 

81 

Gai . . 


2 

Bittsaron 

. . . fortress 

91 

Gal . 

. . bubbling spring 

04 

BOr . . 

pit 

63 

Gal . . 


103 




Geb . . 


60 

Carmel . 


14 

Gedoth . 

. banks (of a river) 

84(2 

Cateph shoulder (of a mountain) 

23c 

Geliloth . 

cirdes 

18 

Cepbar . 

. . . * hamlet 

80 

Geruth . 


89 

Cephim . 

rocks 

80 

Goommatz 

.... sunk-pit 

67 

Geroth . 

. . . . dug wells 

60 

GuUoth . 

. . . . bubblings 

54 

Chagavim 

. . . . chasms 

29a 

Gibeah . 


25 

Chatser . 

. « . .'enclosure 

83 




Cbavvotb 

. . • tent villages 

84 

Bar • . 

. . . . mountain 

28 
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Hftnn<»L • • kef^p (of a castle) §82 I Motsa . » . . BpriDg'^hoad §52 


city 78 Naehal torrent 88 

Nahar . .... river 84 

Xaar forest 78 Napliatli . ..... region 21 

Jad ..... side (of a river) 84a Nazal 45 

Jazn • . sea 100 Nekik . • crauuy (of a cliff) 29d 

Jarden Jordan 87 Nikerah . . . hole (of a rock) 28a 

Jeehimon ...... waste 11 

Jooval .... flood-stream 42 Ophel mound 26 

Jor The Nile 85 

Jarcah . . thigh (of mountain) 23t Pachath hollow 64 

Pardes .... plantation 74 

Eatseh . . . end (of a river) 34c stream 39 

Kir wall 79 Perazoth . . unwalled villages 87 

Kiriah city* 80 Pisgah height 24 

I<ashon . . tongue (of a river) 34o Rechob .... open space 97 

Bosh . . head (of a mountain) 23a 


Sadeh field 15 . 

open field 19 Saphah . . brink (of a river) 846 

fofi W Seiph. . . . cleft (of a cliff) 29S 

Mabbowi . , . gushing spring 55 Sela cliff 29 

Mabbool .... The Deluge 48 gether . coTert (of mountain) 28*! 

Machoz haven 103 Sharon 7 

Makor .... Mcll-spring 53 Shaveh dale 3 

den 93 Shecem . . back (of mountain) 28« 

Maoz stronghold 92 Shedcraoth fields 16 

Mashabim .... troughs 62 Shefi hare hill 27 

Mearali cave 68 Shen .... crag (of a cliff ) 29s 

Meohilloth .... fissures .70 Shephelah . . . low country 8 

Metsad ...... lair 94 Sheteph flood 49 

Metsoolah .... bottom 4 Shibboleth 46 

Metsoorah fort 95 Shichor The Nile 36 

Mical brook 40 Shuk street 99 

®Xicreh pit 61 Shuchab pitfall 66 

Midbar .... wilderness 9 Soc, Succoth .... booth 90 

Mikveh reservoir 58 

Minharoth .... burrows 71 Tealah conduit 41 

Miphratz bay 102 Tirah .... Bedouin castle 86 


Misgab lofty rock 81 Tsad . . side (of a mountain) 28d 

Mishbar ...... wave 103 Tselah . . rib (of a mountain) 23/ 

Misbor ..... downs 6 Tsecbiach . . top (of a rock) 29c 


Mistar .... hiding-place 96 Tsar rock 28 

Mibtsar fortress 91 

IXorad desoeut 38 Zerem 44 
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VOCABULARY. 


L— VALLEYS, TRACTS OF LAND, &c. 

M- 

£HEK, p^y, ft * Valley * — from to be deep, unexplored, used, how- 

ever, not 80 much in the sense of depression as of extension, like 
Mtia alKii (II, v, 142), and os wo speak of ‘ a deep * as opposed to a 
* shallow’ house. And thus the word is not applied to ravines, but to 
the long broad sweeps sometimes found between parallel ranges of hills. 
Such is the “ valley of Jezreel,” between Gilboa and Little Hermon. 
If the above is the correct meaning of the word, then the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat” (Joel iii, 2, 12), cannot be the narrow glen between Olivet 
and Moriah, to which tho name is now applied. 

The Emehs of Palestine named in the Bible, are as follows : — 

1. ** The vale of Siddim,** {%, e, * of the fields,* see Sadeh.) Gen. adv. 3, 8, 
10, LXX, <pdpay^ aXvK-fif KOtXits ^ oAi/ic^. 

2. ** The valley of Shaveh, which is the king*8 daie,** (see Shaveh), Gen. ziv. 

17, KothdSa TOW Xa)9<^* towto rh fioffiKtwy, 

8. ** The vale of Hebron,** Gen. xxxyii. 14. ^ Koi\iis rrjs Xffipi&y, 

4. **Tho valley of Achor,** {i,e. *of trouble *). Josh. vii. 24, 26, xv. 7 ; Isa, Ixv. 

10 ; Hos. ii. 15. *Ax<ip$ and *EfitKax^Pf and 4>dpay^ ^X^P* ^ 

5. ** The valley of Ajalon.** Josh, x. 12. Karh <pdpayya oiKfiy, 

6. ** The valley of Rephaim,** (i.e. *of giants'). Josh. xv. 8 ; xviii. 16 ; 2 Sam. 
T. 18, 22 ; xxiii. 13 ; 1 Chron. xi. 15 ; xiv. 0, 13 ; KoiXits r&y rirdyety, 
^cypaty, and yiydyrwy, Isa. xvii. 5. iy tpdpayyt artpe^ 

7. **TheTa/%of Jezreel.** Josh. xvii. 16; Jud. vi. 88; vii. 1, 8, 12; 
Hos. i, 5. KoiXas 'U{pa4x, Probably this is the valley named in 1 Sam. 
xxxi. 7, and 1 Chron. x. 7. 

8. ** The valley of Keziz.*’ Josh, xviii. 21. 'ApeKoals, 

9. ** Tho valley that [lieth] by Beth-rehob,** in which Loiab or Dan was 
situated. Jud. xviii. 28. KoiXds. (See Note on Northern Boundary, p. 400). 

10. ** The raWey ofEIah,’* (i,e, * of the Terebinth* 'p). 1 Sam. xvii. 2, 19, 

xxi. 10. KOiXds •rrjs repe$iyBQv : rrjs Hp^os : *HAa. 

11. “The valley of Berachah,** {i.e, *of blessing*). 2 Chron. xx. 26, rhy 
ahXt^ya rijs evXoyias, also Kotkds, 

12. “ The TttKey of Baca,’* (ie. * of weeping* 'p,), Ps, Izxxiv. 6. koiXAs 
rod KXavBfxuvos. 

13. “ The valley of Snccoth.** Ps. cviii. 7, lx. 6. notXds ruv aKr\vw. 

14. “ The valley of Gibebn,** Isa. xxviii. 21. fpdpayl ya^a&y. Probably 
the valley of Ajalon (5). 

15. “ The valley of Jehoshaphat.** Joel iii. 2, 12. KotXAs 'letarapdr^ 

16. “ Tlw of ‘the ’decision,** (or, ‘of CharutJs.* Yrqn 'p). Jo^ui.14. < 
teotXAs rrjs hlHTft, 
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I& xix* S7, IiaT« Beih-em^ ^iionse of ^ valley/ and la idli. 19, 
'^mdiuxt of tlif iHxlZey.** 

The word is also used without special designation, in Nuxnh. xir. 2d ; 
Josh. Tiii. 13 ; xiii. 19, 27; Jud. i. 19, 34, r. 15 ; 1 Sam. vi. 13 (Bethshe* 
mesh); 2 Sam* xviii. IS (<<dale”); 1 Zings xx. 28; 1 Cbron. xii. 15; 
xxvii, 29; Job xxxix. 10, 21 ; Psalm Ixv. 13; Cant, ii. 1; Isaiah xxii. 7; 
Jer. xxi, 13 ; xxxi. 40 ; xlvii. 6 ; xlviii. 8 ; xlix, 4 ; Micah i. 4. 

With the six exceptions noticed above the rendering in the Auth. 
Vers, is valley.” 

The word is most frequently rendered by the LXX by ico<\ds— 
but also by ^dpay^, ircSlov, and In Josh. xv. 8, it is iic fifyovs yvs 

ya<pcdv — as if Ge, a ravine, had been read for Emek, and been literally 
rendered, having afterwards been token to be 7^, the eat'th, and put into 
the genitive case accordingly. In Jer. xxxi. 40, the Hebrew is Hterally 
rendered by icotxAr ^payap^ifi. In Jer. xlvii. 5 and xlix. 4, the LXX appear 
to have re^ p3V Anak, for pDV Emek, for they render these passages, 
ol KordKomot 'EpoKlfi, and roU vtSiots ^EpoKeift Compare Josh. xiii. 19, ip 
5^«*'Evaic. [all] 

i 2. 

6AI, W;?) also and GE, and a * Ravine possibly from the 
same root as yata, y9, and in Germ. Gau, in the general sense of flatness : 
but more probably from tr4, to break out, used of water bursting forth 
in Job xxxviii. 8, and Ezek. xxxii. 2. 

By this word are designated actual gorges, really or apparently formed 
by a burst of water,' such as the Sik at Petra (see Chap. I. p. 89). 
Hence is derived the name of Gihon, the second river of Paradise ; and 
also of the spring or reservoir near Jerusalem, in all probability situated 
* at the mouth of the Ge-Hinnom, — ^the narrow glen of Hinnom, — south of 
the city ; which affords the -best instance of the meaning of the word. 
There is one passage where Smek and Gai seem to be used convertibly. 
In 1 Sam, xvii. 2, ** Saul pitched in the valley (Emek) of * the Tere- 
binth,’ ” which in the following verse seems to be described as ‘ the ravine’ 
(Gai) 6 aMp. But probably a closer inspection of the locality would show 
(what indeed a closer inspection of the text suggests) that the ravine 
between the two armies was the glen into which the valley contracted in 
its descent towards the plain of Philistia, and through which (xvii. 52, 
Gat again) the routed army fled on their way to Ekron. 

The name Gai is given to several localities of Palestine : these are : — 

1, ** The valley, in the ‘field* of Moab,** .“over against Beth-peor,” in which 

Moses was buried. Numb. xxi. 20 ; Dent. ill. 29 ; iv. 46 ; xxxiv. 6. 

2. “The valley of Hinnom,” or “of the 8on,V or “tho children of Hinnom.” 

Josh. XV. 8 ; xviii. 16 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 10 ; 2 Cbron. xxviii. 8, xxxiii. 6 ; 

Neh. xi. 80 ; Jer. viL 81, 82 ; xix. 2, 6 ; xxxii. 85. Probably Isa!, xxii. 1, 5. 

This ravine idso gave its name tC the “ ” of Jernsalem. 2 

Chron. xxvi 9 ; Neh, ii. 13, 15, ill. 18. <• 

8. “ The valley of Jiphthah-el,” lying on the border between Zebnlun and Asher 

Josh. xix. 14, 27. 



Anmnx. 


4, The fnUley o£ Zeboim** 1 Sam. xiu. 18. (See Keh. xl 84.) 

8. The of a ravine In the neighbourhood of Se!a (P^ta), in which 
David and Amaziah defeated and killed huge nnxnbers of the Edomit^ 2 Sam. 
vUL 18 ; 1 Chxon. xviii 12 ; 2 Kings aiv. 7 ; SChron. zxv. 12 ; Pa. be. titled 

6. ** The valley of Zephathah.** 2 Ohron. ziv. 10. 

7. “ The valley of Charashim/’ 1 Chron. iv. 14, or •• of eraftsmen,’* Neh. xi* 88. 

8. The valley of the Passengere,** (or of Oberlm). Baek. xxxix. 11, 

9. ** The valley of Hamon-gog,** Bzek. xxxix. 11, 15. 

10. ** The valley,** lying on the north aide oit AL Josh. viu. 2 ; see Chap. IV. 

11. ^'Some valley,*' near the Jordan, in which the sons of the Prophets sought 
Elijah, after his ascent to Heaven. 2 Kings il. 16 — perhaps the one just 
mentioned, more probably on the east of the Jordan. 

12. “ The valley** of Qedor* (LXX, Oerar ; Tlpapa, Soft r&y ityaroAau PoQ 
whence the Simeonites drove the children of Ham. 1 Cliron. iv. 30. 

18. In Numb. &i. 11, Ije-abarim is given by the LXX^ AX^ 7 « fi a^d in xxx. 
44, 45, rcu‘ ; perhaps indicating the existence of some ‘ ravine/ to the sonth- 
east of the Dead Sea, the traces of which are now lost from the Hebrew text. 

The word is used without any special application^ in Psalm xxiii. 4 
(** the valley of the shadow of death”); Isa. xxviii. 1,4; xl, 4; Jer. ii. 
23 ; Ezek. vi. 3 ; vii, 16 ; xxxi. 12 ; xxxii. 6 ; xxxv. 8 ; xxxvL 4, 6 ; 
Micah i. 6 ; Zech. xiv. 4 *, 5. 

The rendering of the Auth. Vers, is in every case ** valley.” 

The LXX have commonly rendered Gal by ^dpayi — ^but also by 
vdwv, KotXhs, and avXtov. They have in several cases expressed it literally 
by yVf as iy yij ivyoy, or yy fieveyyoy. One such case has been already 
noticed under Emek. In 2 Kings il. 16, it is strangely translated 
0ovy6s» [aU] 

^ 3 . 

SHAYEH, n?.^, a * Dale ’ or level spot : from njiy, to make level (Isaiah 
xxviii. 25), The word only occurs twice— on both occasions for places 
apparently east of the Jordan. (1) Gen, xiv, 6, Shaveh-kiriathaim — the 
dale of (or near) Kiijathaim, *the double city,* therefore in the district 
afterwards taken by Beuben (Numb, xxxii. 37), LXX, iy 'Zwy ir4x«. 
(2) Gen. xiv. 17. ** The valley of Shaveh^, which is the * valley* of the 
King,** T^y KoiAdSa rod (Alex. tV J^av^y ; Yers. Yenet. thijv) 
TouTo rb VfSlou ray fiaaiKeay (Alex. fiaaiKias), In 2 Sam. Xviil. 18, 
where ‘the valley of the King* is mentioned, the word is Emek 
(§ 1) and not Shaveh. [all] 

M- 

M’TSULLAH, ‘doU’ or ‘bottom;’ from Vis, hidden in ebiade. 

Occurs only in Zech. i. 8, probably for a secluded part of the ravine of 
the Kedron, containing a “ myrtle ** grove (see p. 145 note.) Jerome, in 
profunda, 

* See dbapter I. part ii. p- P5. Shaveh may be an older word than 

^ SeeBwald, Geschichte, i. 322, note, Emek, in which case this sentence is 

• In this text, Zech. xiv. 4, it is used parallel to the expressions, the Lake of 
for the cleft which is represeuteii as rending Winder-mere; the Valley of NanU 
Mount Olivet in twain, as if with another gwynant ; PeeLcaslle, 

ravine like that of Kedron or Hinnom. 

ri2 




§ 5 . 

SIS’AH, nyiJ5, a ' Plain ^ — ^properly a plain between mountains: fiom 
3?B|, to rend. But it differs from Gai---wbiob seems to be derived from a 
similar idea in this respect, that the rent implied in Gai is one of com* 
paratively modem formation, while that implied in Bikah carries ns hack 
to the first separation of level land and mountains. 

Bikah is never used like Gai for a narrow valley^ but for a broad plain 
enclosed within ranges ; like that of Coele-Syria, which still bears the 
name of Ardel-Bekaa, <‘the land of the plains,” as apparently in the 
time of the Jews it was called Bikath-Aven : Amos i. 5. 

The Bikahs named in the Bible are : — 

« 

1. “ The vaXlty of Jericho,” Beut. xxxiv. 8. 

2. ** The valley of Mizpeh,” Josh, xi, 8. 

8. ** The valley of Lebanon,” Josh. xi. 17 ; xii. 7. 

4. ** The valley of Megiddo,” 2 Ohron. xxxr. 22 ; Zech. xii. 11. 

6. ** Thep^am of Ono,” Neh. vi. 2. 

6. “The plum of Aven,” Amos, i. 5. , 

7. “ Thep^ain of Dura, in the province of Babylon,” Dan. iii. 1. 

^ 8. “ThepZaw of Mesopotamia,” Ezek. iii. 22, 23 ; viii. 4; xxxvii. 1, 2 

(mary, Champaign ”) ; probably the same as 

9. The plain in the land of Shinar,” Gen. xi. 2. 

Besides the above, the word is used generally in the following pas- 
sages : — Deut. viii. 7 ; xi. 11 ; Ps. civ. 8; Isai. xii. 18 ; Ixiii. 14 (in all 
rendered “valley”) ; Isai. xl. 4 (“plain”). 

In the LXX the word in^riably used for Bikah is [all] 

§ 6 . 

MISHOE, Mevel downs’ or table-land : from •'ft, just, straight- 

forward ; hence applied to a country without rock or stone ; like k(p4\fia, 
k4>t\fis, (N, T. k<pt\4TfiSj) properly a level without stones, and thus 

in the New Testament used for plainness or simplicity of character. The 
transition is seen in Ps. xxvii. 11 ; cxliii, 10 ; Isai. xl. 4 ; xlii. 16. 

With the article (’''^•7, ham-Mishor), the word is, with one i)ossible 
exception, used for the upland downs east of Jordan, apparently in 
contradistinction to the rocky soil and more broken ground on the west'. 
Its use in 1 Kings xx. 23 — 25, fixes the site of the battle of Aphek as on 
'the east of Jordan (see p. 135). The possible exception noticed above is 
2 Chron. xxvi. 10, where it would seem that the “ Mishor” in which 
the cattle of TJzziah were pastured, must have been within his own 


> In later times this distinction was 
probably lost, and the term applied to 
other phuns west of the Jordan. For in 
JucUth iii. 9 — if the conjecture of Eeland 
(Pal. 743 ; see Gesenina, Thes. 832) be cor* 
rect — the word rendered — English 

veidion “strait”— and applied to the 
Plain of Esdraelon, was in the Hebrew 


original "'it.'rsn, incorrectly read by the 
Greek translator as saw. So 

also in the Samaritan version of the 
Pentateuch, and In the Targum ol 
Onkelos, Mishor is used as the equivalent 
of Emek in Gen. xiv. 2^8, 10 ; xxxvii. 
14, and other places. S^ note to § 768. 
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doi^iiiion«) just as the Carmel in the same verse must he that in the south 
of Judah| and not the well*known mountain of the same name in the 
northern kingdom. Bat its trans- Jordanio situation would he aeoounted 
for by Czziah’s connection with the Ammonites (verse 6). 

In its topographical sense the word occurs in Deut. iii« 10 ; iv. 43 ; 
Josh. xiii. 0, 16, 17, 21 ; xx. 8 ; 1 Kings xx. 23, 23 ; 2 Chron. xxvi. 
10; Jer. xxi« 13; xlviii. 8, 21, and (in LXX and Vulgate) in Josh, 
xxi. 36. 

In the Authorised Version it is everywhere translated ** plain” or 
plains.” By the LXX it is either rendered ^ Mwrwp — or translated by 
ircWoi^; ire8«^ i V or (1 Kings XX. only) Kar* By Aquila 
andSymmachus n ; fi €80c2ot ; koIkos tAttos ; and by Jerome ; 

campesiris, ‘ See Chap. VIIL, p. 324. [all] 

. ^ 7 . 

SHARON, (fully p'niS') from level : a word of exactly the same 

meaning as Mishor. It occurs always as a proper name, and excepting 
once, with the article ; Ha-Sharon, — ‘ the level ground.’ It is 
thus invariably applied to tho plain between the mountains of Ephraim 
and the sea, bounded by Joppa on the south, aud Carmel on tho north ; 
the great pasture land on the west of the Jordan, as ‘ the Mishor’ was 
on the east. See Chapter VL, p. 260. 

Josh. xii. IS. (In the A. V. ** Lasharon,” the article being 


taken as a part of the word) LXX omits. 

1 Chron. xxvii. 29 iv rf Xafxav, 

Isaiah xxxiii. 9 6 ^apoijv, 

XXXV. 2 omits. 

Ixv. 2 . ivr^ 

Cant. ii. 1 . ToCirtC/ov* 


The only exception to the use of the article is in 1 Chron. v. 16 ; its 
absence perhaps indicates that the Sharon, on which the Gadites fed 
their docks, was <the Mishor’ of Gilead and Bashan. Indeed it is 
difficult to see how their pasture grounds could have been so far from 
the tribe, as the maritime plain of Sharon proper. [all] 

BH'PHELAH, nVgtfJ, a low flat; from to be low. It has been con- 
jectured that this word appears in Spain as ffi-spaliSf Sevilla^ Seville ; 
having been transferred by the first Phosnician colonists to the level 
plain of the Guadalquivir, in which Seville stands. (Kenriok's Phoenicia, 
p. 129.) 

This word is, with one •exception, always found with the definite 
article, as the designation of the maritime plain of Philistia: Ha- 
Bhephelah— * The low country to which, in Zeph. ii. 5, is applied the 
more general term of Canaan, or lowland. 

The one exception is in Josh. xi. 16, ** the vaUey of the same,” 
where it would seem to be used for the tract of Sharon. 



PTa-Shephelah oocura in the following places 


* 

English Version* 

Se^tmgint, 

l>eut. i. 7 

. The vale. 


Josh.ix.1 .... 

• The valleys. 


X. 40 . 

. The vale. 


xi. 2, 16 (a) ; xii. 8 ; xv. 88 

; 

In these pas* 

Judg. i. 8 • 

. The valleys. 

sages the word 

1 Kings X. 27. 

The vale. 

in the LKX is 

1 Chron. xxvii. 28 

The low plains. 

rh or i 

2 Chron. i. 15 

The vale. 


ix. 27 

The low plains. 


xxvi. 10 ; xxvlii. 18 

Tlie low country. 


Jerem. xvii. 26 

The plain. 


xxxii. 44 

The valley. 


xxxiii. 13 

The vale. 

rns 

Obadiah 19 . 

The plain. 

iv rff 

Zech. viL 7 

The plain. 

ri ircSciv^. 

1 Macc. xii. 33 


iv rji 

Under the name of “the plain,' 

>> — ^ ^ vebivii and 

rh v§^loy, — this 


district is further mentioned in 1 Maoc. iii. 40 ; ir. 6 ; ix. 21. 

§ 9 . 

MIB’BAIt, * wilderness;’ from “ 07 , to drive; as in German, 

from treiben* 

The idea is that of a wide open space, with or without actual pasture ; 
the country of the nomads as distinguished from that of the agricultural 
and settled people. With the article, ham-Midbar, it is generally used 
for the desert of Arabia; but sometimes for the barren tracts which 
reach into the frontier of Palestine, as in the valley of the Jordan (Josh, 
viii. 15), or in the southern mountains of Judsea (Judg. i. 16; Gen. 
xxi, 14). Compare Matt, iii/l, iv. 1, Luke xv. 4. In Arabic the cor- 
responding word is JBarr. 

In the LXX, as in these passages of the N. Test., Midbar is, in the 
great majority of oases, rendered fpn/ios, or v fyri/^os j but it is also occa- 
sionally translated by byphs, yri, vtdiov, &o. 

In the Auth. Vers, it is usually rendered “ wilderness.” In Numb. 
xxxiii. 15, 16, it occurs as follows; “And they departed from Rephidim 
and pitched in the toildemeas of Sinai: and they removed from the 
desert of Sinai and pitched at Kibroth-hat-taavah*.” It is besides 
rendered “desert” in Exod. iii. 1, v. 3, xxiii. 31; Numb. xx. 1; 
Beut. xxxii. 10 ; 2 Chron. xxvi. 10 ; Job xxiv. 5 ; Isaiah xxi. 1 ; Jer* 
XXV. 24. In Psalm Ixxv. 6, it is “ south.” 


> Part of the word appears in the name 
LQ«dehar, ni*? a place which we see 
from 2 Sm. xvii. 27, was in the nomad 
pastoral country on the east of Jordan. 
Probably also in Pebir, T5?, on the 
borders of Gad, Jo^ xui. 26. 

* It is worthy of pasung notice, as an 
example of an inoonsistenoy which oceoxa 


in every page of the Anth. Vers, that in 
thit^ chapter alone the same Hebrew word 
occurs with the five following renderings 
— “departed,” ** removed,” “took their 
jonmey,” * * journeyed, % and * ‘ went. ” 
Elsewhere it is further rendered “set 
forward,” “ marched,” “went onward,” 
“went away.” 
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^ 10 . 

ARABAH, ‘‘desert:’’ from 33?, to be dry (th[e same word as 3irt; 

wbett<» 3W, Horeb, « the dried-np moantam). 

Arabab and Midbar both describe a similar region, with the dif- 
ference, that Midbar describes it in relation to its use by man, — Arabab, 
in relation to its physical qualities. Accordingly, in the poetical parts 
of Scripture, Arabab is used almost interobangeably with Midbar, in 
the general sense of any uncultivated ■wild, — frequently as the parallel 
word to Midbar ; (See Isai. xxxv. 1, 6, xli. 19, li. 3, &o.) 

In the historic^ portions, however, the word is used with a remark- 
able precision : — (1) With the article, ba- Arabab, The Desert, it denotes 
(with two probable exceptions, to be noticed immediately,) the desert 
tract which extends along the valley of the Jordan ^m the Dead Sea 
to the Lake of Gennesaretb, now called by the Arabs El-Ghor ; but (2) 
when this is not intended, and the word is used for other districts, or 
for parts of the valley of the Jordan — as, for instance, the “ plains ” 
of Moah, or the “ plains’’ of Jericho— there the article is omitted, and 
the word is in the plural, n'U'W, Araboth. The two will be found 
in juxtaposition in 2 Kings xxv. 4, 5 : “ The king fled by the way 
toward the plain (ha-Arabah, ue, the Ghor, Vulg. ad eampestna 
solitudinis)) but the Chaldees pursued after him, and overtook him 
in the plains (Araboth) of Jericho,” {in planiiie Jericho), (3) The 
two exceptions just named are Dent. i. 1, and ii. 8, in which (in 
the former probably, in the latter certainly,) the word is applied to 
the valley between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Akaba ; to which, and 
to which alone, the name is now given by the Arabs (Robinson B* R., 
vol. ii. 599, 600). In this, its widest sense, as the name of the whole 
valley from Hermon to tho Red Sea, it corresponds to the. ancient qso 
of the word Ghor, by Abulfeda, — ^the two words having had a parallel 
history ; each, in its larger sense, including the whole extent of desert 
valley ; eacli, in its narrower sense, including only a portion, and that 
portion the northern, 

Ha-Arabah, the Desert, occurs in tho following : 

Deut. i. 1, 7 J ii. 8 ; iii. 17 ; ir. 49 . The plain. 

xi. 30 . . . . . The champoiga. 

Josh. iii. 16 ; viii. 14 ; xi. 16 ; xii. 1, 8 The plain, 

xi. 2 ; xii 8 . . , . The plains, 

rr. 6 ('jp r^) . . . Beth-arabah. 

xviii. 18 Arabab, 

1 Sam. xxiii. 24 ; 2 Sam. ii. 29 ; iv. 7 . The plain. 

2 Kings xiv. 25 ; xxv. 4 . . . The plain. 

Jeremiah xxxix. 4 ; Iii. 7 . . The plain. 

£zek, xlvii 8 • . The desert 

In the plural, Araboth or Arboth, it occurs as follows ; 

Numb. xxii. 1 ; xxvi 8, 68 ; 
xxxi, 12 ; xxxiii 48, 49, 

50 ; XXXV. 1 ; xxxvi. 13. The plains of Moab. 


In the great ma- 
jority of these pas- 
sages, the LXX has 
'^ApafiOf or 
fiOf and in the re- 
mainder ^irl Suer* 
fuSs or irfibs Suer- 
y£iv\ once lo- 
itipw. 



m 




Deal. xxdr. 1, 8. • 

Josh. iv. 18 ; T. 10 
arfil. 82 . . 

2 Sam. XT. 23 • 


XTil 16 
2 Kings xxT. 5 
Jerem. xxxix. 5 



TheTlains of Moab, In these it is eSlhst 
/ The plains of Jericho, literally *Apai3<^. or 

• The plains of Moab. else 8v<r^cJ ; once (Jer. 

• The plain. But the lii, 8)Ty 

Chetib reading is 
abaroihf u e, the 
fords. See p. 310. 

• The plains. 

• The plains of Jericho. 

• The plains of Jericho. 


In the poetical books, sometimes with, and sometimes without the 
attiole, but apparently with the general sense of a desert, the word is 
found : Job xxiv. 6, xxxix. 6 ; Isai. xxxiii. 9, xxxv. 1, 6, xl. 3, xli. 19, 
li. 3 ; Jer.ii. 6, v. 6, xvii. 6, 1. 12, li. 43 ; Amos vi. 14 ; Zech. xiv. 10. 

It is rendered in these passages by the LXX fyrjf^os; Hvirfial ; yri liyvdpos, 
Ar€ipos, and Afiaros; IfAos and &yp6s. In the Authorised Version, ** wilder- 
ness,” desert,” or “ plain,” apparently indiscriminately. [all] 


§ 11 . 

J’SHIMON, * waste : ’ from Dig to be laid waste ; with the article, 

•apparently for the desert tract in the south of Palestine, on both sides of 
the Dead Sea (see Num. xxi. 20; xxiii. 28; 1 Sam. xxiii. 19, 24; 
xxvi. 1, 3)*. In all these cases the English version has ‘‘ Jeshinaon,” 
Beth-Jesimoth, the house of the wastes,” Num, x-xxiii. 49, is in the 
same district. 

Without the article, it occurs in the following poetical passages 
generally with the meaning of the Wilderness of the Wanderings. 


Dent, xxxii. 10 ; Ps. Ixviii. 7 “ wilderness.** 

Pb, IxxYui. 40 ; cvi. 14 ; Isai. xliii. 19, 20 . . “desert.** 

Ps, ovii. 4 . . . ^ “solitary.** 

LXX generally sometimes fyrjpios, [all] 

§ 12 . 


CICCAE, * round from ’>’3, to move in a circle ; thus ki^kXos, circus, 
oirole. In accordance with its origin, this word is used in the Bible in 
three senses, each involving the idea of circularity : (1) a coin, or piece 
of money— a “ talent,** — as Exod. xxv. 39, 2 Kings v. 22, 23, 1 Chron. 
xxii. 2 ; (2) a cake, or loaf of bread, — Exod. xxix. 23, 1 Sam. x. 3, 
1 Chron. xvL 3 ; and (3) topographically, mostly with the article, Ha- 
Gooar, for (a) the floor of the valley through which the Jordan runs ; 
^t more especially for (b) the oasis which formerly existed in the lower 
part of the river, “ well watered everywhere ... as the garden of the 
Lord and the land of Egypt,** in which “ the cities of the ‘ round* ** stood 
before their destmotion. ^e Chapter YII. p. 284, 287. 

i 

^ Ilia two expressions, “which looketh above passages, are translations of the 
tow^** and “which is before** in the same Hebrew words ^e*V|^=:iu &ce ofl 
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In the former sense (a), it appear^ to be used in 

2 Sam. xviii. 23' r^» row 

1 vii. 46 i» vtptotK^ row *lop$dmu 

2 Chron. iv. 17 nctptx^ptp 

Nebem. iii. 22 « • . • , iit Xfx<^. 

Nebem. xil. 28 • • • « • r^s vtptx<l^pov% 

In the latter and narrower sense (5), it occurs in 

Gen. xiii. 10, 11 (without the article). 1 

Gen. xiii. 12 .... I rV irfplx^pov4 

Gen. xix. 17, 25, 28 . . J 

Gen. xix. 29 ..... T?}y vtpiolKov^ 

Pent, xxxiv. 8 . . . • . vfpixoopa^ 

In the English version it is constantly rendered “ plain.” [all] 

§ 13 . 

GELILOTH, niVb^l, ‘circles:* from *!^|, to roll. 

Of the five times in which this word occurs in Scripture, two aro in 
the general sense of coast or border ; 

Josh, xiii, 2 , ** All the borders of the Philistines.** Jpto, 

Joel iii. 4 . , ** All the coasts of Palestine.** • FoAiAola 

and three especially relate to the course of the Jordan. 

Josh. xxii. 10, 11 “ The (orders of Jordan.** « * PoXa^S toD *Io/>5c(row. 

(Symm. Upta.) 

Ezck. xlvii. 8 - . The east country,'** • . . cir r^v yakiKalaym 

Geliloth is distinguished from Ciccar, which will rather mean the 
circle of vegetation or dwellings, gathered round the bends and reaches 
of the river. The word may perhaps find an analogy in the Scotch term 
“ links,” which has both the meanings of Geliloth, being used of the 
snakc-liko windings of a stream, as well as with the derived meaning of 
a coast or shore. 

A place named Geliloth is mentioned in Josh. xViii. 17, which, as far 
as tho imperfect indications of the te.\.t allow, seems to be close to the 
Arabah, or Jordan valley. 

The word rendered in tho Old Testament Galilee, — probably to keep 
up ^ho correspondence with the New Testament, — is Galil, and 

ci'Sv? the ‘district of the Gentiles,’ or heathen (Isa. viii. 23); possibly 
from the number of Canaanites who remained unexpellod from the cities 
of that part of the country (see Judg. i. 27—33). It seems, from 1 Kings 
ix. 11, to have consisted of twenty cities, the chief of which was the 
sacred city, Ivedesh in Galilee, or Kedesh-Naphtali. [all] 


_£wald (2nd edit.) vol. UL 237, has * “ These waiters issue out toward the 
an ugenioim suggestion of a different eastern ‘ circles * (of the Jo]:danl, and ao 
tneanmg. See Chapter VIII., p. 829 down into the ‘ Arabah,* and go into the 
nets. ‘Dead* Sea.’* . 



m 




§ 14 . - 

CAIi*M£L) <apark:’> from di|, to be noble (whether of mao or 

vegetable); whenoe Cerem, a vine*, and Carmel, a “ frnitfolTleld ” or 
well wooded country. Its meaning, as distinguished from a ^ wilderness ^ 
(Midbar, $ 9], and a * forest’ (Jaar, § 73), is fixed by 

Isal xxix. 17; xxxfi. 16, 16 ... . « fruitful field.” 

Jer. U. 6, 7 ....... “ plentiful country.” 

With the same general signification it is also used in 


2 Rings xix. 28 ; Isai. xxxtu. 24 . . .. ** Carmel.” 


Isai. X. 8 

» . • 


. “fruitful field.” 

x’n. 10 . . , 

> . . 

• 

. “pleutiful field.” 

Jer. iv. 26 . . , 

. . • 

. 

. “ fruitful place.” 

xlviii. 83 . 

. 

. 

. “plentiful field.” 


By the LXX the word is rendered ot fifwjuol, but is 

oftenest given as KdpfiTfkov. 

As a proper name (almost invariably with the definite article, 
ha-Oarmel) the word belongs to two places, 

1, The well-known mountain of the name, the present aspect of 
which is the best evidence of the meaning of ** Carmel,” as a mixture of 
cultivated ground and woodland. It occurs as follows : 

Josh. xli. 22 ; xix. 26. 1 Kings xviii. 19, 20, 42. *2 Kings ii, 25 ; iv. 25. 
Isai. xxxiii. 0 ; xxxv. 2. Jer. xlvi. 18 ; 1. 19. Cant. vii. 5. Amos 1. 2 ; 
ix. 3. Micah vii. 14. Nahum i. 4. Judith i. 8. 

2. The Carmel in the ** wilderness of Paran ; ” — or, as the LXX read 
it, ‘ofMaon,’ — in the south of Judah, where the possessions of Nabal 
were, and the name of which continued to designate David’s favourite 
wife, “Abigail the Carmelitess,” the “wife of Nahal the Carmelite.” 
Inferior as the vegetation of the southern Carmel is to that of its 
northern namesake, it must yet have been a * park ’ to those who “went 
up” to it (1 Sam. xxv. 6) from the desert at its feet, (See Chap. I, 

pp. 100, 101.) 

See Jesh. xr. 65, 1 Sam. xv. 12 ; xxv. 2, 6, 7, 40, and (probably) 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 10. [aU] 


^ 15 , * 

SADEH, ‘field’; probably from to smooth; or level with a 

harrow ; as arvunif from arare* Hence, although like the English word 
field it has several applications (“ the beasts of the field “ in the open 
fields ;” “ wild,” literally, ‘ of the field,’) it is most commonly used for 
cultivated land, as distinguished from town, desert, or garden. This is 

^ Geseuius, (Jesaia), Garieowald; of the vineyards,” Julges xi. 83, and 
Baungartto. Beth-hao-Cerm, “ the house of the vin^” 

* Comp. Abel-ceramm, “ the meadow Jer. vi. 1. 




olear from the foUowliig passages Amongst many: Gen. xli. 48f xlyii 
20/24; liev. xix. 9, 19; Kumb. xvi. 14, xx, 17; Eutb ii. 2, 3 4:o. ; 
2 Sam., xxiii. 11, and 1 Chron. xl* 13 (in both ** ground’’); Job xxiy» 
6 ; Jekm* xxvi. 18 ; Mioah iii. 12 ; Proy. xxiy. d0« A further example 
of this use of the word is seen in Gen. xxxiii. 19, xxxiy. 5, 7, 28, xxxviL 
7 — 10, where it is employed to designate the piece of ooltiyated land 
lying ** before the city ” of Sheohem, the acquisition of which marked 
the transition of Jacob from the Bedouin shepherd into the agriooltural 
settler (Chap. Y. p. 236). And it is thus used in 2 Kings, viii. 3, 6 
(“land”), for the property of the Shunamite, wliich it is oyident 
from iv. 18, was farm-land. 

The expression or “ the field, or fields, of Moab,” is 

used in Gen. xxxvi. 35, and 1 Chron. i, 46 ; Numb xxi. 20 ; lluth i. 1, 
2, 6, 22, ii. 6, iv. 3 ; 1 Chron. yiii. 8 ; probably for the pasture and 
com-fiolds on the uplands east of the Jordan, as distinguished from 
Araboth, “ the plains of Moab,” or deserts, meaning the dry sunken 
region in the valley of the river (Chap. VII., p, 298). See also 

“ Country"^ of the Amalekites,’* Gon. xiv. 7. 

^^Cowntry of Edom,” Gen. xxxii. 3, field of Edom,” Judges v. 4, 

** Field of Zophiin,” Numbers xxiii. 14. 

“ Country of the Philiatines,” 1 Sam. xxvii. 5^ 7, 11. (The use of tbs word 
for the rich arable land of the Philistine plain ‘is consistent with the cultira* 
tion evinced by the “corn, and vineyards, and olives” of Judges xv. 5.) 

** Country of Syria,” Hosea xii. 12. (Compare Gen. xxxi. 4, “field.”) 

“ Fidd of Zoan,” Psalm Ixxviii. 12, 43. 

“ Country of the inheritance of Israel,” Judges xx. 6. 

If the above explanation of the word be the correct one^ the “ vale 
of Siddim,” (oi^D P^J) Gen. xiv. 3, 8, is the ‘ valley of the culti- 
vated fields ’ in the oasis of the five cities. (Gesenius, however, suggests 
a different meaning ; Thesaurus^ p. 1321.) The LXX render it 4 
h hXuKii, Aquila, h soiXiLs tup ntpivfZlywr, Tlieod. and Symm., rSap 
Jerome, Vallis Silvestris, 

In Ruth iv. 3, the word occurs twice, each time differently rendered. 
“ Naomi that is come out of the country of Moab, selleth a paroe^ of land^ 
which was,” &o. 

By the LXX Sadeh is oftenest rendered Aypfr ; but also vehlor and tS# 
as well as yf(^pyiap, Bpvfiht, srrjfJM, &0. [allj 

^ 16 . 

SH’DEMOTH, ‘fields:’ from OTS}, to enclose. “The fields of 

Gomorrah,” Deut. xxxii. 32 : of Kidron, 2 Kings, xxiii. 4 ; Jer. xxxi. 
40; of Heshbon, Isai. xvi. 8 ; see also Hab. iii. 17. From the meatioa 

^ Hem the LXX have hpxorras 'AttaXis, having apparently read ^ “princes,” fpx 
yD“ field.” 



«« 

of th« vine aiid olives in the fint tero last of tiiese passi^t She- 
' demoth tronld seem to be used for highly onltirated gieund* UUL) 
r& vciis, and literally eaSit/MtS, 


§ 17 . 

dBEL, a ^ meadow:’ from * to be wet, like moist grass:’ bence 
applied to- places deriving their names from adjacent trees or water* 

1. Abel, OP Abel-maim (ia, •the meadow of waters,*) called also Abel>beth> 

maachah; 2 Sam. xx. 14 ; 2 Ghron. xvL 4 ; 2 Sam. xx. 15; 1 Kings 
XV. 20 ; 2 Kmgs xv. 29. 

2. Abel-meholah, Hhe meadow of the dance,*) Judg. vii. 22; 1 Kings 

iv. 12 ; xix, 16. 

8. ‘‘The plain of vineyards,** (Abel-ceramim,) Judg. xi. 83. 

4. Abel ha-Shittim, ‘the meadow of the acacias,’) Numb, xxxiii. 49. 


None of these sites have been precisely identified, but they must have 
all more or less been under the circumstances involved in the derivation. 
Thus Abel-maim must have been in the marshy valley of the Lake of 
Merom (see Chap. XI. p. 390 ) : Abel-meholah must have been close 
* to the Jordan, being named with Zartan, or Zererath (1 Kings vii. 46) ; 
and Betbshean ; and Abel-shittim is distinctly stated to have been “ by 
Jordan,” while its name shows it to have been under the shade of acacia 
groves (shittim). 

Abel-mizraim, according to the explanation in the text (Gen. 1. 11,) 
has its name from * mourning’ — the mourning of the Egyptians over 

the burial of Joseph. 

“ The great [stone of] Abel” (it will be perceived that “ stone of” is 
supplied by the translators) in 1 Sam. vi. 18, appears by comparison 
with verse 15 , and with the Targum, and the LXX, ini rod KiOov rod fieyd- 
Aou, to be a corruption for Eben, a stone (compare vii. 12 ; Ehen’-ezQTf 
t.e., ‘ stone of help,’) 

For Abil or Abila, the capital of Abilene, see Chap. XII., p. 414. 

[aU] 


^ 18 . 


The word translated in Gen. xli. 2, 18, “ meadow,” is 
ACHU, a word of Egyptian derivation (see Gesenius, p. 67, s. voce)* 
In the LXX it is literally rendered ry &xb Aqu. and Symm. tKos, 
It is only met with once again, in Job viii. 11 where the LXX has it 
i8oi5ro/xov, Auth. Yers. “flag.” Philo in his version of Gen. xli. has 
TFaph rks ox^ds* 

§ 19 . 


MAAEEH, an-‘ open field,’ from rrjj, to be bare: occurs only in 

Judg. XX. 33, the “meadows of Gibeah” (Geba). The word has, how-- 


> The use of this word and of that for Job, is one of several proofs that ^e 
“rash” (nda, papyrus nihtiea; com- author of that book was aoc^Luainted with 
pare £xod. ii. 8, Ac.) in this passage of Egypt. 






49 $ 

been ooaisidered by some interpreten as * the cave of 0. ; * 
by others, as * from the west of 0»’ And so ihe LXX Alex. M 
diKTfl&y yeficuu 

As a proper name, it is found in Maarath, a town of Judah ; Josh* 
XV. 69. 


§ 20 . 

CHELXAH, a ‘ plot of ground ; ^ strictly, a smooth piece (comp. 

Gen. xxvii. 16, ‘‘smooth”): from l^rj to be smooth. It is used with 


Sadeh, (§ 16) in 

Gen. xzxiii. 19 
Josh, xxiy, 82 • • 

Hath ii. 3 . 

ir. 3 . 

2 Sam. xziii. 11, 12^ . 

2 Kings ix. 25 
1 Chron. xi. 13 

and without it in : 

2 Sam. xiv. 30, 81 
2 Kings iii. 19, 25 
ix. 21 
26 

1 Chr. xi. 14 . 


**parcel of a field.** See John iy. 5.) 

pared of ground.** 

“por^of the field.** 

**pcwcd of land.** 

(a) ** piece of ground’* (5) ** ground'* 
portion of the field.** 

‘ ‘ pared of ground.** ' 

. field. 

. • . piece of land. 

• • . portion. 

• • . a plat. 

. • . . parcel. 


The word is frequently used in the poetical books, as is also the 
kindred Chelek, mostly rendered “ portion,” LXX, pepfj. 

As a proper name, Chelkah is found in Chelkath hat-tzurim, 2 Sam, 
ii. 16. “ The mount Chalak,” (margin, “the smooth mountain,”) occurs 
Josh. xi. 17 ; xii. 7. 


§ 21 . 

NAPHATH, nSJ a word used only in connexion with Dor, the ancient 
Phoenician city on the maritime plain south of Carmel. (See Chap. 
VI., p. 260.) It is translated by Symmaohus i vapd\la Awp, ‘ the sea- 
coast of Dor* — a signification which seems more correct than Gesenius’ 
explanation of it {Thesaurus^ p. 866) as ‘promontory* or ‘high tract,* 
since Dor (the modern Tantura) is distinctly apart from Carmel and the 
hilly country on its southern flanks. The word only occurs three 
times: in 

Joshua xi. 2 . “ of Dor ** . Alex, va<pt9ta)p, . 

xii. 23 . “ cotw^ of Dor ** . Alex, va<peSdtap, 

1 Kings iv. 11 . ** region of Dor** . ve<l>BaBli>p,^ 

In Joshua xvii. 11, — ^with a diflferent pointing, nm, the word is 


^ There is here a slight inoonsistency in the midst of the ground (chelkah) and 
in the Auih. Version. “The Philistines defended it** 

were gathered together in a troop, where ^ All plainly mere corruptions of a 
was a pieee (chelkah) of ground (sadeh) literal rendering of the origin^ 

AiU c.f lentiles but he stood 




ip ■ AKPBTOiX. 

tb the whole dietriet ol the plaitie at the foet of Carmel^ both on 
its north and south sides-^^Vthe inhabitants of In^Bor* end 
and the inhabitants of Taanaoh and her towns^ and the inhabitants of 
Megiddo and her towns— three countrieB,*' or, more sferiotly, *the triple 
disixiot' (as Decapolis). 

From this, Naphath would appear to be a local word applied to the 
plains at the foot of Carmel, much as Ciccar.(§ 12) and Geliloth ($ 13) 
were to the Jordan valley ; and possibly Cinneroth to the district on 
the shores of the sea of Gdilee (see p« 373). 

§ 22 . 

CHEBEL, land measured out, or allotted, by a rope, — a tract or 

* district.’ The district of Argob in Bashan, is uniformly distinguished 
probably from its rooky girdle, by the use of this word, rendered in the 
A. V. “ region” and ‘‘ country.” See Deut. iii. 4, 13, 14, and 1 Kings 
iv. 13;f» Chebel is used in a general topographical sense in Josh. xvii. 5, 
14; xix. 9, (in all rendered ‘‘portion”) ; and Josh. xix. 29 ; Zeph. ii. 
d, 6, 7, (all “coast”). The LXX seem to have rendered it indifferently 
• ^tptx^fKh 4 irtp(x»pof, and, retaining its original meaning, trxolyiafia* 
Symm. irtplfArrpov^ Jerome: regio; funiculus^ 


II. MOUNTAINS AND EISING GROUND. 

§ 23 . 

HAE, and HOR, or (compare the Greek fyos and the Slavonic 
gora)j a ‘ mountain,’ as distinguished from Gibeali, a low mountain 
or hill. 

Har is employed both for single mountains — as Sinai, Gerizim, Zion, 
or Olivet — and for ranges, as Lebanon. It is also applied to a mountain- 
ous country or district, as in Josh. xi. 16, where “ the mountain of 
Israel” is the highland of Palestine, as opposed to the “valley and the 
plain:” and in Josh, xi, 21, xx, 7, where “the mountains of Judah” 
(incorreotiy rendered plural) is the same as “the hill country” (in) in 
xxi. 11. Similarly, Mount Ephraim, (Ear Ephraim) is the mount^ous 
district occupied % that tribe, which is evident from the fact that the 
Mount Gaash (Josh. xxiv. 30), Mount Zemaraim (2 Chron. xiii. 4), the 
hill of Phinehas (Josh. xxiv. 33), and the towns of Sheohem, Shamir 
(Judges X. 1), Timnath-Seraoh (Josh, xix. 50), besides other cities, 
(2 Chron. xv. 8), were all situated upon it^ 


. * By comparison with the parallel list KwroiRovvras Ad>p, 
oftheoitiesofManassehin Judges!. 27, it * Thus “The Peak,” originally the 
would appear that the “£u” in An>Dor in name of the highest jlbuntain of Ber- 
the aboye passage is probably interpolated. byshire, is now applied to riie wnole 

The LXX in Josh. xyii. 11, hare district, * 



Coiapaxe alsO) ** tli« moiuLtaii% of the Amorites/^ whioh i^ipareotly is 
itie elevated oonotry east of the Dead Sea aad Jordan (Dent. L 7» I9| 20) 
•^and Mount Naphtali,” (Josh. XX. 7). 

The name of Mount Hor *^1 »• e, the mountain Kcn^:^(oxhv) is 
borne (1) by that close to Petra^ on which Aaron died (LXX^ 6ooi) ; 
and (2) % a member of the Lebanon range, named in Num. xxxiv. 7, 8, 
as one of. the marks of the northern boundary of Palestine, (LXX, 

SpQs rh ipot, Yulg. ad moniem altmimum)^ which is explained in the 
Talmud (Gittin viii.) to be the mountain Amana, Cant. iv. 8. (See 
Fuerst’s Hand W. Buch, p. 336.) 

The various mountains or districts to which the word Ear is applied 
in the Old Testament are as follows : — 

Abarim ; Amana (Cant. iv. 8) ; Ararat ; Baalah ; Baal-Hermon ( Judg. 
iii. 3 ; compare Josh. xiii. 5) ; Bethel ; Bether (Cant. ii. 17) ; Carmel ; 
£bal ; Emek (Josh. xiii. 19, in the Auth. Vers, translated the mount 
of the valley” after the Vulgate monte convallie ; but probably Emek^ 
(valley) was its name ; LXX iv ry tpei Zunz, aufdem Thalherg) ; 

Ephron ; (Josh. xv. 9) ; Gaash ; Gerizim ; Gilboa ; Gilead ; Halak (the 
smooth mountain, JosL xi. 17) ; Heres (Judg. i. 36) ; Hermon ; Hor (2) ; 
Horeb ; Jearim (Josh. xv. 10) ; Olivet, or of Olives (Zech. xiv. 4 ; in 2 
Sam. XV. 30, the expression is, David went up “ by the ascent (maaleh) 
of ‘ the Olives,* ** not of Mount Olivet **) ; Mizar ® (Pa. xiii. 6) ; Moriah ; 
Heho ; Paran (Deut. xxxiii. 2) ; Perazim (Isai. xxviii. 21) ; Samaria 
(1 Kings xvi. 24, ** the hBl Samaria,** accurately ‘ the mountain 
Shomeron ’) j Seir ; Sephar ("xo Gen. x. 30) ; Sinai ; Sion, Sirion, or 
Shenir (all names for Hermon, Deut. iii. 9 ; iv. 48) ; Shapher (tb^ 
Numb, xxxiii. 23) ; Tabor ; Zalmon (Judg. ix. 48) ; 2femaraim (2 Chron. 
xiii. 4) ; Zion. 

There are also, the mountain of the Amorites ; of the Amalekites 
(Judg. xii. 15) ; of Ephraim ; of Esau ; of Israel ; of J udah ; of Naphtali ; 
and of Bashan (Ps. Ixviii. 16). 

Har is rendered in the English version by “ mountain,** ** mount,** 
and “ hill ; ** in the LXX, with a few exceptions, tpos and hpttvii. 

Mention has been made of the frequent occurrence throughout the 
Scriptures of personification of the great features of the country. 

The following are, it is believed, all the words used with this object 
in relation to mountains or hills : — 

(а) Head, Bosh, Gen. viU. 6 ; Exod. xix. 20 ; Deut. xxxiv. 1 ; 1 Kings 
xvui. 42 ; (A.V. top ”). Of a hill (gibeah), Exod. xviL 9, 10. 

(б) Ears, Az’noth. Aznoth-Tabor, Josh. xix. 34; possibly in alltt-r 

sion to some projection on the top of the mountain. 


^ Compare the same collocation in the 
name of the well-known mountain Lang- 
daU PikeSf in Cumberland. 

® Compare the same reading by the 
htX in Jer. xlrii. 6 ; xlix. 4. See § 1. 

• The use of the word Har shows that 


the Prayer-Book version ** the little hUt 
of Hermon’* is enoneous ; Mizar Is 
* small,* perhaps by comparison with the 
main Peak of Her non, though a Urge 
mountain in itself. 




{€} HnovLimi Oateph. Deat^ xxxHi. 12 ; Josh, xr* S, and xtiii. ld« 
(^^sido*’); all roferriiig to the hills on which Jerusalem Is placed. 
Josh., X7. 10, ** the se^e of Hount Jearim.*^ 

{d) Sin*, Tsad. (See the word for the ^^slde” of a man in 2 Sam. Si. 16, 
£zek. iv. 4, &o.} Used in reference to a monntain in 1 Sam. xsdii^ 26, 
2 Sam. xiii. 34. 

(«) Loixs or Flanks, hte, Cia’loth. Cisloth-Tahor, Josh, xiz. 12; and 
occurs also in the name of a village, probably situated on this part of 
the mountain, Ha>CeBulloth, niton, t.e. the Moins.’ Josh. xix. 13. 

{/) Bib, r^, Tselah. Only used once, in speaking of the Mount of Olives, 
2 Sam. xvi. 13, and there translated ** side,** ix xhtvpas rov Spovt, 

iff) Back, 05 ^, Sb’cem. Probably the root of the name of the town 

which may be derived from its situation, as it were on the back of 
Gerizim. 

(h) Elbow, Ammah. The same word as that for ** cubit.’* It occurs 
in 2 Sam. ii. 24, as the name of a hill near Gibeon. LXX, §us rot 
fiovyov ^AfXfidy, 

(%) Thioh, njT, Jar*cak. (See the word for the ‘Hhigh” of a man in Judg. 
« iii. 16, 21.) Applied to Mount Ephraim, Judges xix. 1 , 18 : and to 

Lebanon, 2 Kings mx. 23 ; Isai. xxxvii. 24. Used also for the ** sides** 
of a cave, 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. 

(Jh) The word translated ** covert ** in 1 Sam. xxv. 20 (LXX, fv <r it c irp tow 
Spous) is THO, Sether : from nno, to hide, (the same root as that from 
which Mistar^ § 96, is derived), and probably refers to the shrubbery 
or thicket through which Abigail’s path lay. In this passage ** hill ** 
should be * mountain.^* 


§ 24 , 

PIS&AH, or moro strictly HA-PISGAH, nsp$n, ‘the height;’ a range 
of hills on the east of Jordan opposite Jericho, remarkable as having 
been the scene of Moses* view of the Promised Land : Nebo, from which 
Moses looked, was (Dent, xxxiv. 1)* a peak of the range. Pisgah itself 
had, at least in places (see Numb, xxiii. 14), a Bat surface on its top, 
and even cultivated land — “ the field of Zophim,” (comp. Sadeh, § 15)®. 
In the time of Eusebius this district on the east of the Jordan retained 
the name of (Onom. 9 , v, *A^apflfi), It is possible that the name 
may have been generic in this region, and hence the name of “ F’esh- 
kah,” now found on the western side of the Dead Sea. 

Ha-Pisgah occurs as follows ; Numb. xxi. 20 ; xxiii. 14 ; Deut. iii. 
27 ; xxxiv. 1. By the LXX it is rendered 4 Atka^ev/ilyos, ‘ the quarried,* 
in every case but the last : in that ^ocryd. The Sam. Yers. has uniformly 
nrrsD, specula^ a watch-tower. 

For Ashdoth-Pisgah, the ‘ roots ’ or * springs ’ of Pisgah, see § 47. 


* With one or two exceptious, all the Compare too the word in French, 
above terms are used in ourown language ; * Accurately, ‘the Mount Nebo, head 

and in addition, we speak of the “crown,** of the Pisgah.’ 

the “instep^** and Ihe “foot,** of a hilU '* ^e Bitter, Syrien, p. 1192 




'$ 25 . 

0IBEAH, a * Iiill/ (os distinguished from Hor, a mountain) : from 

3i a humpi or curve; (compare the Latin gihbm^ and German 
gipfeh) The distinction is not always so strictly observed^ but that of 
two eminences, not far from each other, the lower may not be called 
har” and the higher “ gibeah : ” e. g. Gibeon [El Jih)^ and Gibeali 
{Jeha) are both higher than the Mount (Har) of Olives. But the word 
^^gib^h” is never applied to a high or extended mountain like 
Lebanon or Sinai, while from its root it is particularly applicable to the 
humped or rounded hills of Palestine (see p. 138). On the distinction 
between these two words depends an important argument in deciding 
the claims of Mount Serbal and Jcbol Mdsa to be the Sinai of tluf 
Exodus (see Chap. I. p. 41). 

In modern Arabio, the similar word Jebcl is applied to all eminences ; 
as, for example, to the rock of Tarik, — Jebel-tarik, or Gibraltar. 

There were several places of this name in Palestine. 

1. “Gibeah of Benjamin,” Judg. xix. 14 ; 1 Sam. xiii. 2, 15; or— from Saul’s 
residence there — “of Saul,” 1 Sam. xi. 4; xv. 34; 2 Sam. xxi. 6; 
Isai. X. 29. Apparently the first mention of it is in the list of the cities of 
Benjamin in Josh, xviii. 28, where it is called Gibeath ; and it occurs simply 
as Gibeah in Judg. xix. 12 ; 1 Sam. x. 26, and many other places. 

Note. — Gibeah, in 2 Sam. vi. 8, 4, has the article, and should be rendered, 
as indeed it is in 1 Sam. vii. 1, * the Hill,* that is, a hill close to Kirjath' 
jearim. 

% Gibeah, a city in the mountains of Judah, Josh, xv, 57, only, 

3. Geha, or Gaba ; a city of Benjamin, Josh, xviii. 24 ; 1 Sam. xiii. 3 ; 2 Kings 

xxiii. 8. A distinct place from Gibeah (1), though evidently (Isai, x, 29) 
in close proximity to it. That these two forms of the same word were, 
interchangeable is apparent from the fact that in Jndg. xx. 10, and in 
1 Sam. xiii. 16, Gibeah of Benjanun is, in the Hebrew, “Geba of B.’* 
There is some additional confusion m the*Auth. Version, *Geba* being 
rendered “ Gibeah ” in both the above instances, as well as in Judg. xx, 33, 
and 1 Sam. xiv. 5. 

4. Gibeon, the important city in Benjamin. Josh. ix. 3 ; 1 Kings iii. 4, 5, Sit. 

Ac. From 1 Chron. xiv. 16 (compared with 2 Sam. v. 25, and 2 King!« 
xxiii. 8), Gibeon would seem to be used interchangeably with Geba for the 
northern boundary of the kingdom of J udah K 

Mention is also made of 

“ Gibeah ha-aralotli,” * the hill of the foreskins,* 

$ovifhs T<ov itKpo$va’riwv .... Josh. v. 3. 

The hill of Phinehas in Mount Bphraim : ” 

ya$ahp <l>ipf4s Josh, xxiv. 83, 

“Hill of Moreh :** yafiaaBaiJLvpcd , . Jud. vii. 1. 

** Hill of Hachllah ’* (darkness) : fiovv^ toD 

1 Sam. xxiii, 19 ; xxvi. 1. 

** Hill of Ariimah ; ” cW rod fiovvov *Afip.dv . 2 Sam. ii. 24. 
“HillGareb:” llws fiovvwp Va(yf)0 , . . Jcr. xxxi. 39. 


* For an eUborate argument on tlie earlier books, see Zeitsch. der D. Moigenl* 
% Identification of Gibeon m the Chroni- Gesels., Toh xi. 55. 

'I eles and I Kings iii. with Gibeah of the 



K K 




In Iwi. xxxL 4, and Eeek, Mpdir. 29,/‘ gibeah *' ia used fo?tl» 
^ount of Ziott. By the tXX it is almost consstantly rendered 0o^»; 

‘ itnd in the Auth* Version, without an exeeption, ** hill.” 

§ 26 . 

OPHEL, ‘swelling mound:' from to swell; and hence the 

plural ophelim is used for ‘ tumours ’ in Deut. xxviii. 27 ; 1 Sam. y. 6, 
&c. (oompare the liStiu tumulus from tumeo). In 2 Kings Tv24> it is 
applied to the residence of Elisha, in Samaria or near Jericho, and trans- 
lated “ tower,” LXX, ffK(ntiv6y\ Vulg. mespsTU Elsewhere, with the 
doubtful exceptions iof Isai. xxxii. 14, and Mioah, iv. 8,— and in every 
case with the definite article, ha-Ophel, ike mound— it is applied to the 
hill on the south-east (comp. Neh. iii. 26) of the Temple (see 2 Chrom 
xxvii. 3; xxxiii. 14 ; Neh. iii. 26, 27 ; xi. 21). Hence, in later times, 
the word appears to have acquired the meaning of ‘ fort,' as in *cl0>dafA 
{orto)» “bulwark of the people,” the name applied to St James the 
Just by Hegesippus (Eus. H. E. II. 23). 

§ 27 . 

Sfi’FI, ‘ a bare place on a hill,' from to scrape, or shave. The 
word occurs in Num. xxiii. 3, “ to an high place ; ” LXX, : 

and also in the following passages Isai. xli. 18; xlix. 9; Jer. iii. 2, 
21 ; iv. 11 ; vii. 29; xii, 12; xiv. 6; in each of which it is rendered 
“ high place.” [all] 


§ 28 . 

TSUR, *1^2, or Chald. TUR, ‘a rock:' from to bind together 
(see the word employed, and sp translated, in Deut. xiv. 25 ; 2 Kings v. 
23). Thus the leading idea of the word is strength and solidity ; and it 
ia so used in many well-known passages as one of the titles of Jehovah : 
Psalm xxxi. 2, Ixii. 6, &c. It is accordingly applied to rooks, irrespec- 
tive of their height, height being only in one or two cases (as Num. 
a;xiii. 9 ; Psalm Ixi. 2) associated with the word. Thus, Tyre, or Tsur — 
that being the name which it still retains — is built, not on a cliff, but on 
a broad reef of rock (see Chap, YI. p. 270). 

.The particular ‘ rocks ' named in the Bible, are “ the rock in Horeb,” 
Exod. xvii. 6; and “the rock Oreb," the scene of the death of the 
Midianitish chief of the same name. Jud. vii. 25 ; Isai. x. 26. 

Tzur is most commonly rendered by the LXX, irirpa, and occasionally 
Upas — ^in the Psalms and poetical books, where God is called a Rock, the 
metaphor is, according to the frequent custom of the LXX suppressed, 
and the word rendered ©e<Jy, but also 0on^65, &yios, teriarTis, &o.* 


^ Ttobably reading for the strong^^ 2 Sam. ii. IG ; and Beth*. 

* ^ The worn is also found in Helkath- Josh. xv« 58. ^ 

hat-fsurim, ‘the plot, or smooth piece, of 


IxL oonseotioii with T»ur ia foundi 

(a) Nik’bah, ^Utliole :* ftom to dig or l)oro, vMcb only ooem 
twice, Sxod. xxxiii. 22 ; laid. il. 2l ; in the latter in contrast to l^pli 
and Sela (§29)— *‘to go into the ^holes’ of the ‘rocks,’ and into toe 
*elefte* of the ‘cliflfe.’” 


§29. 

SBLA, ‘ a cliff: ’ from 3:^, to be lifted up : hence here the leading- 

idea is that of height, and the aUusions are continually to ‘‘the top of 
the cliff,” as for instance, Judg. xv. $ ; 2 Kings xiy. 7 ; Isai. ii. 2l, 

The * cliffs' named in the.Bible are 

Etam . • . • . Judges XT. 8, 11 • ^ wcrpa ’Hra/i* 

Bimmon . • . . . Judges xx. 45 , v vdrpa rov *?• 

Sela<ha*machlekoth, ‘ The cliff Of 

the escapes’ . • . 1 Sam. xxiii. 28 • v^rpa ^ /ntpurBtura 

Sela is especially used for the cliff at Kadesh, from which Moses 
brought water, as Tsur is for that struck in Exod. xvii. ; a distinction 
which may be of importance in determining the scenes of these two 
events: Numb, xx, 8, 10, 11 ; Neh. ix. 15; Psalms Ixxviii. 16. (Chap. L 
p. 95.) 

With the article, ha-Sela, cliff, it is the capital of the Edomites* 
afterwards called by the equivalent name 

See 2 Kings xiv. 7 . 

2 Chron, xxv. 12 

Also probably Judges i. 36 

Without ; 

Like Tsur, and apparently without any distinction, Sela is used in 
the poetical books as an epithet of Jehovah j see Ps. xviii. 2, xJii. 9* 
In poetry it is the parallel word to Tsur ; Ps. Ixviii. 15, 16, xxxi. 2, 3 ; 
Isai. ii. 21. By the.LXX it is almost always rendered Wrpo. The only 
exception worth notice is vpij/mfs, in Chron. xxv. 12, 

In exclusive connection with Sela several other words are found. 
These are :— 

(a) Chagavix, ‘ depths’ or ‘ chasms i** from rrai^, to penotrats 

deeply. This word only occurs three times in the poetical boo^ ; tfe* 
Cwit. ii. 14, Jer. xlix. 10, and Obad. 3. It is always used with sela, 

‘ cliff ;* and the two last passages referring to the cliffs of Petra nx its 
meaning with accuracy. 

<5) S’lPH, ^79, ‘deft from ijrn, to split. It occurs in Judg, xv. 8, 11 J 
Isai. ii 21; lviL5. 


, . rf trtrpa. 

, • rh &KpOV rou KpmUfOVm 

, . T^s v4rpas, 

, . vtrpa. 

. , rw irirpwv. 
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(«} Tfl^dBZAOff, * a place exposed to tlie sW then^ the dxSed-np 
* sQx&ceattbetopofaeUff. It occors, Neh. it. 13 {♦‘higher plaoea”), 
Easck. xxlt. 7} 8 ; zrfl. 4, 14. 

(d) ITeis, a ‘cranny.* It occurs, lsal.vu.l9 ; Jer.xUI. 4, xti. 16. 

(e) Shee, 7^, a ‘crag;* literally a ‘tooth* : Job xxxix. 28, “the crag ol 
the ‘ cli£* ** It occurs also in 1 Sam. xiy. 4, 5, which is accurately, 
“a crag of the cliff was on one side, and a crag of the cliff on the other 
side .... the one crag was situate northward . . . and the other 
southward.** The place Shen, named only in 1 Sam. vii. 12, was pos- 
sibly some conspicuous pointed rock. It is accurately ha-Shen ‘the 
crag ;* with the dehnite article : LXX, rrjs vaKaias.^ 

^ 30 . 

CEPHIM, O’*??. The word only occurs twice ; viz. in Job xxx. 6, and 
Jer. it. 29, “ rocks ;’* and it is perhaps impossible to fix the distinction 
between it and Tzur, or Sela ; but it is interesting as being the word 
. from which the Syriac name Cephas (John i. 42) was derived. Caipha, 
the modern town under Carmel, is probably the same word ; and thus 
corresponds to Tzur or Tyre. 


§ 31 . 

MIS’CAB, ‘refuge,* onaliigh rock: from wfc, to be high. Only 

used in the poetical books of Scripture, — as for example, 2 Sam. xxii. 3 ; 
Psalm xviii. 2 ; Tsai, xxy, 12, of the Auth. Version, the idea of height 
being in most oases preserved either in the text or margin. 

With the article, it is used in Jer. xlviii. 1, apparently to denote one 
of the fortresses of Moab. * 


^ 32 . 

MAALEH, < an ascent* or ‘ rising ground :* from to go up : 

LXX, dpdfiafns and vp6<rfia<ns, A word applied to several localities of 
Palestine; viz. (1) “the ascent of Akrabbim,’* or of Scorpions, Num. 
xxxiy. 4 ; also rendered “ the going up to Akrabbim,** Judg. i. 36 ; and 
Maaleh-Aorabbim, Josh. xv. 3 ; on the south border of Judah — probably 
the Pass of Safeh (see pp. 99 and 113, note) : (2) “ the going up to 
(or of) Adummim** (the ascent of the Eed), near Gilgal on the border 
^tween Judah and Benjamin, Josh. xv. 7 ; xviii. 17, probably the Pass 
of Jericho (see Chap. Xlll. p. 424: (3) “the going up to Gur,** 2 
JCings ix. 27 : (4) “ the clifl? of Ziz,**— 2 Chron. xx. 16. (5) “ the 
mounting up of Luhith,** in Moab, Isai. xv. 5 ; Jerem. xlviii. 5. The 
word is also applied to the steep pass from Gibeon to Bethhoron, Josh. 


1 The LXX appears to have read old, in this place. 
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X, 10 ; and t Maooab* iii« 16 : to the road up the Mount of OUtos, 
2 Sam* 30 : and to the approaoh to the city in which Samuel anouited 
Saul, 1 Sam. ix. 11, — ** the hill to the city^** 

•jhie words in Judg. viii. 13, rendered “ before the sun was up,”— 
after the Vulgate ante eolis orium^ — possibly refer to a rising ground 
called ‘ the ascent of the sun,* or < of Heres * (see Gesenius 8. v. p. 1030) j 
De VTette * t?o» der Anhohe Heree ;* LXX, T^f vaparifytot 'Apiit, 

§ 33 . 

MOBAD, a * descent * or steep slope : from to come down (the 

root from which Jordan — * the descender * — probably derives his narne^^ 
applied (1) to the declivity into the Jordan valley, down which the men 
of Ai chased the Israelites, Josh. vii. 6 (see p. 202), hvh rod icaro^cpoDf. 
(2) The descending path leading from Bethhoron the upper, to Bt the 
nether. Josh. x. 10 ; 1 Mao. iii. 24 ; Kardfieuns, (3) A descent from 
Horonaim in Moab ; opposed to the * ascent ’ of Luhith,” Jer. xlviii. 5, 
6B6s : in the parallel passage Isai. v. 6, the word used is ‘‘ way.” 

In the above three cases, the word is rendered going down.” It 
occurs again in Micah i. 4 — steep place.” 

This is probably the word represented by Kardfioffis in Luke xix. 37— 
the descent of the Mount of Olives.” [all] 


III. EIVERS AND STREAMS. 

§ 34 . 

N AH All, a (perennial) ‘river;’ from "inj, to flow; in contradistin 

lion to Nachal (§ 38), on intermittent stream, or torrent. 

I. This word is used in the following passages of the poetical 
books: 

(1) for rivers generally, and for the sea : 

Jobxiv. 11; XX. 17; xxii. 16; xxviii. 11 . . . “flocd.^ 

Jobxl. 23 . . - “river.” 

Ps. xxiv. 2 ; xlvi. 4 ; Ixxviii. 16 ; xciii. 3 ; xcviii. 8 ; 

cv. 41 ; evil. 33 “river.” 

Cant. viii. 7 • “floods.” 

Isai. xviii 2, 7 ; xxxiii. 21 ; xli. IS ; xlii, 16 ; xliii. 2, 19, 20 ; 

1. 2;lvi. 12 . . . . . . . . “river.” 

(2) for “a stream of fire,” in Dan. vii. 10, 

* See § 37 ; and Chap. VII, pp. 282, 284, note. 



^ H; Bid word also dewgnates more esjpeeioUj^ rivers of 

Mosopotamia and Egyptf in the foHowisg j the rendering in the Bngllrii 
Version being in every case river.** 

Gen. iL 10, 18, 14 ; xr. 18 ; Exod. rii. 19; riii. 8; 2 Kings v. 12 ; xrii. 
6 ; xriiL 11 ; 1 Chron. t. 26 ; Ezra viii 16, 21, 81, 86 ; Isai. rii. 20 
(Enphr.) ; xriJi. 1 ; xix. 6, 6 ; Jer. u. 18 (Eaphr.) ; xlvi. 7, 8 ; Ezek. 
i, 1, 8 ; iii 15, 23 ; x. 15, 20, 22 ; xxxii. 2, 14 ; xliii, 3 ; Dan. x. 4 ; 
Zepli. ilL 10 ; Micah ri. 1, 12 (Enphr.) ; Zech. ix. 10 (Enphr.). 

The word which the English translators, following the LXX, have 
rendered Mesopotamia, is, as may be seen in the margin of our Bibles^ 
Aram nahar-aim, •*.«., Aram of tho two rivers,’* as “ Doo-ab** the two 
rivers, Panj-ab** the five rivers, in India. 

^ Gen. xxiy. 10 ; Dent, xriii. 4 ; Jnd. iii. 8 ; Fa. lx. title ; 1 Chron. xix. 6. 

The Jordan has its own special name (§ 37), and is never spoken of 
topographically by any other : but it appears to be intended in the 
following passages, which, however, may eq^ually refer to the Bed Sea : — 

itt Fs. Ixvi. 6 ; IxxIt. 16' ; Hab. iii. 8, 9. 

III. But the special and distinctive meaning of Nahar, when used 
with the article, ha-Nahar, is The Euphrates (Phrat), The Elver of the 
East ; whether (1) with the addition of the name—** the river E.’* — the 
river, the river E.**^— ** the great river, the river E.**— or, (2) simply 
The River.** 

(1) Gen, U. 14 ; xv. 18 ; Dent i. 7 ; xi. 24 ; Josh. i. 4 ; 2 Sam. viii. 8 ; 
2 Kings yiriii. 29 ; xxiv. 7 ; 1 Chron. v. 9 ; xviii. 3 ; Jer. xlvi. 2, 6, 10. 

P Gcn. xxxi. 21 ; xxxvi. 37 ; Exod. xxiii. 81 ; Nnmb. xxii. 5 ; xxiv. 6* ; 
Josh, xxiv, 2, 3, 14, 1^; 2 Sam, x. 16 ; 1 Kings iv. 21, 24 ; xiv. 16 ; 
1 Chron. i. 48 ; xix. 16 ; 2 Chron. ix. 26 ; Neh. ii. 7, 9 ; iii. 7 ; Fs. 
licxii, 8 ; Ixxx. 11 ; Isai viii 7; xi 16; xxvii, 12 ; xlviii 18 ; lix. 19. 


The words so often occurring in Ezra, ** beyond the r»W,** and ** on 
this side the nrer,** though without the article, refer to the Euphrates. 

Excepting the passages in Joshua, and those in Isai. lix. 19^, and 
Ezek. xxxi. 15, the translation in the above passages is uniformly 
river,** 

IV. Nahar is used in the plural, apparently to denote the canals or 
bxanohesof the Euphrates, in 

III, Ixxxix. 26 ; cxxxvii. 1 ; Isai. xliv. 27 ; xlvii. 2 ; Ezek. xxxi 4, 16; 
Nah. i 4 ; ii 6. M 


» ^‘Mighty rivers.” ** Mighty” 
is the word rendered ** rough” in Dent. 

4^ ttod ** mighty” in Amos v. 24, 
imd really meaning *perenniai* See 
Kifihal. 


* See Chap. VII. p. 299. 

• The force of the figure in iWs 
passage is materially increased hy reading 
*the river* (i if. Euphrates) for ‘*a 
fiooA” Compare Note (2) to § 86. 
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Thd followings are tHe terms wMch^ in the imagery of the Ea^> are 
ai^Hed to the variouB parts of a river : — 

(o) Jad^ Ti ‘ a hand used for the *Bide ’ of a river, as in the English ex- 
pression, ‘to the right hand of the stream** Thus Kumb. xiu. 20 
(“coast**) ; Dent, ii, 37 ; Jud. xi. 26. 

(6) Sa^hah, note, *a lip' :* the ‘edge or brink* ofarirer, orofthei^a ; and 
thus Gen. xxii. 17 ; xU. 3, 17 ; Exod. ii. 3 ; vii. 15 ; xiv. 30 ; Dent, 
ii. 86 ; iv. 48 ; Josh. xi. 4 ; xii. 2; xiii. 0, 16 ; Jud. vii. 12, 22 ; 
1 ^m. xiii. 6 ; 1 Kings iv. 29 ; ix. 26 ; 2 Kings ii. 13 ; 2 Chron. 
viii. 17 ; Ezek. xlvii. 6, 7, 12 ; Dan, xii. 5. Of the “molten sea** 
in Solomon’s Temple, 1 Kings vii. 23, 20 ; 2 Chron. iv. 2. 

(c) Lashojt, a ‘ tongue from to lap or lick. It is doubtful 

whether it is used for a bay or a promontory. The use of the corre- 
sponding Arabic word ‘ Lisan * for the Peninsula on the East side of the 
Dead Sea (De Saulcy, £ug. Tr. i. 298), is in favour of the latter. 

Used in Josh. xv. 2, 5 ; xviii. 19 “bay ** \otpi<L 

and in Isal. xi. 15 . , . “tongue.** 

(d) a’noTir, ‘banks:* of the Jordan, Josh. ui. 15 ; iv. 18 ; 1 Chron. 
xii. 15 ; and of the Euphrates, Isai. viu. 7. 

(«) Katzbh, r«i?, ‘the extreme edge or end of a thing* (1 Sam. xiv. 27), 
irom to cut oK the end. Thus, amongst others— 

Of a river, Josh. xr. 5 ; xviii. 19 (“end** and “uttermost part**); 

in this case the point of junction with the Dead Sea. 

Of the water, Josh. iii. 8, 15. 

Of a lake, Numb, xxxiv. 3 ; Josh. xv. 2. 

Of a country, Gen. xlvii. 21 ; Exod. xiii. 20 ; Numb, xxxiii. 37. 

Of a mountain, Exod. xix. 12 ; Josh, xviii. 16. . jA, 

And of a town, Josh. xvUi. 15 ; 1 Sam. xiv. 2. * 

It is of frequent occurrence, and is rendered in the A. V. “border/ 
“brim,** “brink/* “edge,** “end,** “frontier,** “outmost coast/* 
“outside,** “quarter,** “shore,** ‘*8ide,*’ “ utmost part,** Ac. 

(/) Maavak, •'31^, and Ma’babau, ‘ a pass from *13^, ttr 

over. Hence the word is used for a ford ; as the fords of Jordan, iu 

Josh, ii, 7; Jud. iii. 28 . . . “fords.** 

Jud. xii. 5, 6 . . . . . “passages.** 

Also of Jabbok, Gen. xxxii. 22 ; and of Arnon, Isai. xvi. 2. 

It is used to express a defile or pass between rocky hills at Michmash (iff 
Chap. IV. p. 204). 1 Sam. xiii. 23 ; xiv. 4 ; Isai. x. 29 ; Jer. U 
32. LXX, 4 BidffcunSf and ircpav. In the passage from Isaiah 
they read tf>dp«yycu 


' Saphah is also used for “language :** Gen. xi. 1, “the whole earth was ef out 
Mip/'* 



§35 

(OE, once The Nile: an Egyptian word. 

It occurs in, 

Oen. xli. 1, 2, 8, 17 ; Exod. i, 22 ; ii. 8, 5 ; 
iv. 9 ; vii. 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25 ; viil. 


3, 9, 11 : xvii. 5 ; IsaL xxiii. 3, 10 . “river.** 

Jer. xlvi. 7, 8* “flood.** 

Easek. xxix. 3, 9 . . river.** 

Amosviii. 8; ix. 6 . . . . . “flood.** 

Zech. X. 11 “ river.** 


In Pan. xii. 5, 6, 7, it is applied to the river Ulai. 

The plural, lorim, d'TV*’., is always used for the canals of the Nile : 
thus 

Exod. vii. 19 ; viii. 5 ; 2 Kings xix. 24 ; Johxxviii. 10 (SiVaj iroro/iwv) ; 
Ps. Ixxviii. 44; Isai. vii. 18 . . “rivers.** 

Isai. xix. 6, 7, 8 “brooks.” 

xxxiii. 21, “streams,** $t<ipvx^f irXorets teal tvpvxofpot. 
xxxvii. 25 (trupaycuyiiu SSaros ) ; Ezek. xxix. 

8, 4, 5, 10 ; XXX. 12 ; Nah. iii. 8 . “ rivers.** 

>tk 

It will be observed that most of the above passages refer obviously to 
ftgypt. Thus in Job xxviii. 10, “ Ilecuttcth out ‘ Nile-canals’ amongst 
the rocks,” — the allusion may be to the Cataracts. In Isai, xxxiii. 21, 
there («. e. Jerusalem) the glorious Lord will be to us a place of broad 
rivers and * Nile-canals,* ” — the whole figure is based on a transference 
of Egyptian splendour to Judma. And in 2 Kings xix. 24 ; Isai. xxxvii. 
25, and xi.x. 6, the word occurring in connection with lorira, and rendered 
besieged {marg, fenced) places,” and “ of defence,” namely, matzor 
(§ 95), is treated by Gesenius, De Wetto, and Fiirst, as being a form of 
th^lfcord “ mitzraim,” and they render the passage accordingly, ‘ all the 
caims of Egypt.’ 

With the three exceptions noted above, the word used by the LXX 

irora/Ad$. [^1] 

The other name for the Nile is : — 

§ 36 . 

EH ICHOR, ‘The Black River;’ from to bo black (Cant, 

i. 5). It occurs 

Josh. xiii. 8 , “fromSihor** . . 

1 Chron, xiii. 6 . “ from Shihor of Egypt ** . bpiav Alyvvrov^ 

Isai. xxill 8 \ “ the seed of Sihor** . tnripixa pLera&6\(sv. 

Jer. ii.18 . “the waters of Sihor** . rijwK 

-“V — — — --- ^ — 

1 In Eccleslasticos xxiv. 27, this ab- appear as ‘the Nile,* and as Qichm in 
breidated word has been read by the the time of vintage.” 

Greek translator as the very similar ^ The force of this passage is obscured 
word ‘light.* Thus corrected, the by the substitution of “% flood” for ‘the 
passage will read as follows: “He Nile ' of the orlginaL So also in the pas* 
laaketh the doctrine of knowledge to sa^es from Amos. Comp, note to § 34* 
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in the two former of which passages it may bo the \7ltdy-el- Arish, ©Ise^ 
^here called the river of Egypt.*^ (See Naohal, § U8.) 

In Josh. xix. 26, it is used for the little stream of tho Belus<--Shihor« 
Libnath — ‘ the Nile of glass,*— from the glass there made from the sand« 
LXX, jcol It^y teed Aafieafd$, 

It is remarkable that the renderings of the LXX should throw so 
liltlo light on the use of these two words for tlie Egyptian river. 

[all] 


^ 37 . 

JAR’DEN, or (except in two cases) uniformly with tho article 

the descender the Jordan; LXX, ^ The various deriva- 
tions proposed for this name are discussed by Gesenius (p. 625), who 
decides in favour of that from "p; to descend. (See Chap. VIL p, 284.) 
The two exceptions to the use of the article are Ps. xlii. 6, and Job xl. 
23. In the latter instance this may arise from tho name being used 
either as a representative of any river, or in its original meaning, as 
simply a ‘ rapid river.* 


§ 38 . 

NACHAL, bng, « a torrent-bed,* or Mvater-course ;* from to perforate 
(see Chap. 1. p. 14). The word corresi)onds with the Arabic Wddy, the 
Greek Italian humara,** and sigiiiiies the hollow 

or valley of a mountain torrent, which, whilo in rainy seasons it may 
till tho whole width of the depression, in summer is reduced to a mere 
crook, or thread of water, and is often entirely dry, even for years 
together. (Such fugitive mountain-streams are graphically Asoribed 
in Job vi. 16, 17.) 

Xachal, therefore, is sometimes used for the dry valley (Num. xxi. 12 ; 
Judg. xvi. 4 ; 1 Sam. xv, 6), and sometimes for the torrent which flows 
through the valley. The double application of the word is well seen in 
1 Xiugs xvii. 3, where Elijah is commanded to “ hide himself * in’ (not 
‘by*) the ‘w^dy' Cherith,” and to “drink of tho brook,** — Xaohal 
being used in both cases. No English word is equivalent, but perhaps 
‘ torrent-bed* most nearly expresses it. 

The most decisive examples of its use in regard to streams capable of 
identification, are tho Kedron, the W5dy el-Arish, and the Kishon. 

The following is a list of tho places to which it is applied, with some 
examples of the various translations of the English Version, and of the 
LXX;— 

L Gkkab. (Probably the WAdy Kibab, see p. 159.) 

“ The valley,** Gen. xxvi. 17, vjj fpdfwyye rtpdfxtty. It is probable, 
from the context, that this was 

“The valley” in which Saul laid wait for Amalok, 1 Sam. xv. 5, iy 
rf 



V 2. Bi0cb& <tlie6lttster% 

** Tlie brook of,” Numb, adit 28, fdfoyyof fidrmtot, 

. The brook,” Numb. xiii. 24. 

** The vaJloy of,” Numb, xxxii, 8, 

8. ZAitxxi» (Che uroody). 

“ The valley,” Ntunb. xxi. 12, els ^dpayya Zap48. 

The brook Zered,” Deut. ii. 13, tV Z^r. Possibly also 

“ The brook of the willows,” Isai. xv. 7, t^v ^Apaffas (marg. 
^ “ Foi^cyo/^/ie ilraJiaas,”) and 

“ The river of the ‘ Arabah,* ” Amos vi. 14, toD x- iwrfiwv. 

4* H.WQK'. 

“ The brooks,” Numb. xxi. 14, rohs xtipAfftovs 'ApvQv. 

** The river,” Deut. ii. 24, tV <f>dpayya *A. 

The river of,” Deut. iii. 8, dvh toD ‘A. 


5. Jabbok. 

The brook,” Qen. xxxii. 23, rbv x§ipAp^ovv» 

“ The river,” Deut. ii. 37, *lap6K, 

6. Kanah (the reedy). 

“ The river,” Josh. xvi. 8, Vat. M x€^»fo»'4 probably a contractoon 
of NaxoX«ai^a. Alex, iirl x^ipdf^ov Kay^ 

7 . KisnoK. ^ ,,, 

** The river,** and ** the river of,** Jud. iv. 7 f v. 21, x^^f^Appovs 

Kur&p. 

“ The brook,** 1 Kings xviii. 40, row x» Kiacruy. 

** The brook of,’* Ps. Ixxxiii. 9, ii' rp x* Keijrwi/. Probably also 
** The river that is before Jokneam,** Josh, xix. 11, ipopayya. 

8. Bbsob. 

“ The brook,** 1 Sam. xxx. 9, tov x* Bo<rop. 


Ve OvKJSik. • j r» 

“ The valley of** {marg. “ or hj the hrooh of^'), Jud. xvi. 4, I af. 
^ i\(r«p7?fc. Alex. Jvl rod x> 

10. Kbpron (black). 

“ The brook,” 2 Sam. XV. 23, ry x* Kidpwv and so also 

John xviii. 1 (Rec. Text) *. 

“ The brook,” 1 Kings ii. 37, rhv x- K^5pwv. ^ 

“ The brook of,” Jer. xxxi. 40, e«r Ndx«^ KtSpwy. 

11, Qaash (earthquake). 

** The brooks of,” 2 Sam. xxiii. 30, Alex. lJaa\yalas. 

*« The brooks of,’* 1 Chron. xi. 32, 4ic NoxoAi r<fas. 


12. Chbwth. ^ 

“ The brook,*’ 1 Kings xvii. 3, iv r<p x* ^oppdO. 

18. “ Thb Eivsb of Gad” (marg. "or vaOef’), 2 Sam. xxir. 6, rijs ^ Ta*. 


ADV-BL-AWSH. /„ F r 

“ The river of Egypt,” Numb, xxxiv, 5, Alyvitrou 

The river of Egypt,” Josh. xv. 4, A. 

« The river of Egypt,” 1 Kings viii. 65, innapAs. 

<• The stream of Egypt,” Isai. xxxvii. 12, *?ipOKopodfmy. 

Epiphanius (Hior. 66, § 83) says that this place (Blknoconira) was 


> In some of the later MSS., this has become tS>v 8<V5p«Ma 



AmNwx. 

calUd erideatly «Naehal,*» Wady.’’ Hetsguef 

from ii ibatthSo troa the apot wliere iKo aona of Koali east 2Wii 
(from Nachalah,** aji Inlierikmee)^ andfotmds opoh it^ aa agidoBl 
the Manicbaean story, that Shem and hia descendarlta thus acquired 
the right to Palestine. See Michaelia, Laws of Moses, 2d, 

15. ** Valley of Shittim*’ (acacias), Joel iu, 18, rby x* o’xofrwy. 

The above renderings are sufficiently various, but, in addition, Naohal if 
translated “the river,” in Ps. xxxvi. 8 — “ the flood,” Ps. Ixxiv. 15— the 
streams,” Ps. Ixxviii. 20— “ the valleys,” Ps. civ. 10— “ the brook,” Ps. ox. 7. 

In Deut. iii. 16, it occurs as follows: “Unto thenVer Arnon, half the faiXsy, 
and the border even unto the river Jabbok” (LXX, in all three). 

The expression cna 'Vn: (‘a land of torrents of waters') rendered in 

Deut, viii. 7, “a land of brooks of water,” isinDeut. x, 7, “ alandof rrnerf of 
waters” (LXX, iWrwy). So again, the words (a perennial 

torrent) are translated in Deut. xxi. 4, “a rough valley'^ — ipapayya rpaxsSetr 
— ^but in Amos v. 24, “a mighty stream^^^ diSaroy. 

The LXX have once rendered the word Numb. xxvi. 6 ; and once, 
Job XX, 17, yo/idy, apparently reading, ma, pasture. 

^ ^ 39 . 

PELEG, ‘stream:' possibly from to divide (see Gen. x. 25) like 
rivus : but more probably from the idea of flowing, like Jlumen^jluciw^ 
and therefore possibly fron^ Vie, ‘ to well up,’ which is also the root of 
wfAcryoy. In either case the word is always used for the flow of lesser 
rivulets ; and thus distinguished on the one hand from the great river 
(Nahar), and on the other from the varying w^tdy, or mountain-torrent 
(Nachal). 

Used only in the poetical passages : as, for example. 

Judges V. 15, 16, “divisions,” fitplbcs: biaipiatis, (Probably the more 
correct rendering of this obscure passage is, “in, or by, ‘the streams' 
of Reuben great were the searchings of heart.” See Chap, Ylll, p. 325,) 
Ps. i. 3, “rivers,” tAj JtcfrfSowy. 

Ps. xlvi. 4, “streams,” ra SpfiiipLaTa. 

Pa Ixv, 9, “the river of God” (of the dew), 6 voraphs rod 0€oO, 

Isai. XXX. 25, “rivers” (contrasted with Jooval), BiaTroptvSfitPoy, 

Job XX, 17, “rivers” (contrasted with Nachal), vopMw, 

^ 40 . 

MIOAL, ‘ brook :' perhaps from Vso, a little water. Only occurs in 

2 Sam. xvii. 20 ; LXX, pnKpbv rod Vdaros, Vulg. festinanter, 

^ 41 . 

TE'ALAH, ‘ a conduit from njf, to rise, the idea being of water 

raised for irrigation or other purposes : used in 1 Eings xviii, 32, 35, 38, 
for the “trench” made by Elijah round the altar of Jehovah: and 
specially to designate the canal or aq[Ueduct by which the water was ^ 
aupplied to the reservoirs of Jerusalem, 2 Kings xviii. 17 ; xx. 20; 



■ imatoK. ' 

Iiaj. "di. 3 ; xxiri. 2, Sec also Job xxxviii. 23 j tmdi referrfng to fara- 
. , getion, Ezek. xxxi. 4. LXX, Siparytiyit, but once and in 1 Cngs 
xviii. ftUwoa. ptobably a oorruption of CooXo, a literal tnne&ranoe of 
the word. m 

JOOVAL, Vav, JAVAL, Viaj, or OOVAL, and ‘flood stream,’ 
or ‘ full river : ” from ba;, to flow tumultuously. 

Used in the poetical books only : as follows, 

Isai. XXX. 25, ‘‘streams.” 

Isoi. xliv. 4, “[water] courses,” vapaf^^ov, 

Jer. xvii. 8, “the river,” M iKfid^a, 

Dan. viii. 2, 8, 6, “the river” (of Ulai), M toD &llj 

H3. 

APHIK, p''P^, from pew, to he strong, is used throughout the poetical 
*parts of Scripture in the general sense of any rush of water. Amongst 
other places it occurs in Ps. xlii. 1 ; Job vi. 15 (“ stream ”) ; Cant. v. 12 ; 
Isai. dii. 7 ; Ezek. vi. 3 ; sxxi. 12 ; and Joel i. 20 : being translated 
“stream,” “channel,” “brook,” and “river.” 

Other words occurring in the Poetry of the Bible for streams or 
torrents are the following 


§§ 44 , 45 , 46 . 

ZBBEM, ta'ni. Used both for a* violent storm of rain, and for the “floods” 

(compare Matt. vii. 27) occasioned by it. Thus, amongst others, Job 
»xiv. 8, “showers;” Isai. xxv. 4, “storm;” xxviiL 2, “tempest” 
and “flood;” Hab. iii. 10, “overflowing.” 

NAZAL btS. Used with reference both to the sea — Exod. xv. 8, “ floods,” 
—and to’ fresh water, Ps. Ixxvui. 16, “ streams ; ” Prov. v. 15, “ running 
waters.” 

SHIBBOLETH, This is the word, the prouunciation of which was 

used to test the fugitive Ephraimites, in Judg. xii. 6. It ocouw in 
reference to water, in Ps. Ixix. 12, 15, “flood;” and with Nahar, in 
Isai. xxvii. 12, “ channel.” 


H7* 

TISHED, Ashdoth, from -rpi*, to hxfiik forth: the 

bunting forth of the steams from the roots of the monntos, Md h«ce 
used for the mountains themselves. The sense is fixed by the poetioU 





pasfiage^ NamK the ^pouring forlih * of the < torrents/ In Josh. 

X, 40 ; xii. it is used in a general sense, but it is usuallj joined with. 
Pisgah—** Asbdoth-pisgah -viz. for the roots of the mountains east of 
the Jordan/ See Deut. iii. 17 ; iv. 49 ; Josh. xii. 3 ; xiii. 20. •A«rn5A6 
ipacryd, and \a^€vr^y, raUI 


M8. 

MABBOOL, < The Flood from the same root as Jooval (§ 42) ; 

used (generally with the definite article) for the great Deluge. In Ps. 
xxix. 10, it may signify (1) the accumulation of waters in the sky ; or (2) 
(as Gesenius) ** Jehovah sate (in judgment) at the Deluge.” 

§ 49 . 

8HETEPH. The word fiood” has also been used in the A. V. for 

from to overflow. It is not used definitely, and occurs only in the 
following passages from the poetical books: Job xxxviii, 25 ; Ps. xxxii. 
6 ; Prov. xxvii. 4 ; Dan. ix. 26 ; xi. 22 ; Nah. i. 8. [all] 


IV.— SPRINGS, WELLS, AND PITS. 

^ 50 . 

AIN, r.?, * a spring properly, ‘ an eye the spring in an Eastern country 

being the eye of the landscape — and thus used for a natural burit 
of living water, as distinguished from Beer (§ 50), a Well, i. e. water 
arrived at by digging. (See the epithet of Damascus “ the eye of the 
east,” p. 410.) The word was common to all tho Oriental tongues, and 
still continues in Arabic. En-gedi, — the spring of tho kid, now Am-- 
JVdy,— on the western shore of the Dead Sea, is a good instance of the 
object intended. 

The importance of distinguishing between this word and Beer is 
illustrated by Exod. xv. 27, in which the word Ainoth (translated by 
Wells”) is used for the springs of fresh water at Elim ; although the 
rooky soil of that place excludes the supposition of dug wells. In the 
parallel passage, Numb, xxxiii. 9, the word is rendered — ^with equal 
inaccuracy to English ears — fountains.” 

The names of a large number of towns and places in Palestine are 


* Benjamin of Tudela makes Ashdoth- where tho rapid rivers have their fall.” 

pisgah to be the falls of the Jordan at its (See Early Travellers, p, 88.) 

exit from the Lake of Gennesareth, and “ Compare (James iii. 11), from (4^ 
iutciprets the word to mean **the place 



fygmei. or pompound^ ot Ain (Bn}| lui is natarol the importanoe of 

Emg springs in the East. These are as follow : 

h Ain, s=r the apring, Namb. xxxXr. 11 ; one of the land-marks on tk# 
north-east border of Palestine. The Vnlgate has contra fontem JOa^nm ; 
. t.e.| the spring of Jordan at Ban, which was called Baphne (Joseph. Ant. 
I, X, 1). Bnt, if Mr. Porter^s position of Biblah is correct, it will follow 
that Ain must be sought in the plain of Ccele-Sjria (£1 Bekaa), and if so, it is 
probably the great Spring which forms the source of the Oxontes. (Porter^s 
Bamasctts, ii. 935.) The rendering of the LXX is M mryds. 

2* Ain, one of the sonthemmost cities of Jndah and Simeon; Josh. xr. 82; 
xix. 7 ; xxi. 16 ; 1 Chron. iv. 32. LXX, *Ep4fJkfitar, Possibly this is £n- 
rimmon. 

8. Enam, * the two springs ; ’ in the Shephelah, Josh. xv. 34. If the 

LXX rendering vphs raTt ir^Kats Alydv, of the words ‘‘in an open place” (see 
margin), in Gen. xxxTiii. 14, 21, be correct, this spot is probably intended, 
Timnath being a Philistine city, also in the Shephelah. (Zunz : an den Eingcmg 
der Eop^dqvAle. BeWette : im Thor von Enaim,) Comp. Judg. xiii. 25, 
and xiv. 1, with Josh. xr. 83, 34. 

4. Sn-dor, the ‘spring of Bor ;* Josh. xyU. 11 ; 1 Sam. xxyiii. 7 ; Ps. Ixxxiii. 10* 
LXX, *KivZap, 

5. £n-eglaim, the ‘ spring of the two calves,* on the shore of the Bead Sea ; £zek. 
xlvii. 10. LXX, *E>^a 7 aAAc//i. 

6« Kn-gannim, ‘the spring of gardens ; ’ a town in the Shephelah ; Josh. xv. 34. 

7* Sn-ganuim, a Qerslionite town in Issachar; Josh. xix. 21 ; xxi. 29. LXX, 
miyii ypajxfudrwv^ The modem Jenin, see Chap. IX. p. 849, note, 

8. Bn-gcdi, ‘spring of the kid Josh. xv. 62 ; 1 Sam. 23, 29 ; xxiv. \ ; 2 Chron. 
XX. 2 ; Kzek. xlvii. 10 ; Cant. i. 14 ; Eccles. xxiv. 14 (Engaddi). LXX, 
"AyKdSijs, ’IvyaStiv, ^EyyidfSt, iv aiyioKoh, See Chap. VII. p. 295, 

0. En-haddah, the * strong spring Josh. xix. 21, LXX, AlfiaptK, 

10. Bn-hak-Kore, the ‘spring of the crier;* V7jy}j rov imKoKoupivov, Judg. 
XT. 19. 

11. ' Ett-hazor (Chatzor) ; Josh. xix. 37. LXX, irrjy^ *A(rop, 

12. Bn-mishpat, ‘spring of judgment;* “which is Kadesh.** Gen. xiv. 7. 
LXX, mjy^ rijs Kpioews, 

18* En-rimmon, ‘spring of pomegranates;* Neh. xi. 29 ; unless this la formed by 
a combination of the names of two separate places, Ain and Eimmon (see 
Josh. XV. 32 ; xix. 7 ; 1 Chr. iv. 32). 

14. En-rogel, * spring of the foot;* possibly from fullers treading it with their 
‘ feet (Targum) ; pocsibly from its waters being drawn up by a machine worked 

with the foot (Bent xl 10). Josh. xv. 7; xviii. 16; 2 Sam. xvii. 17- 
1 Kings i. 9, LXX, vnyh ^VdrpiK. This is generally identified with Bir-ayouhf 
ATiil if correctly so, is an instance of Beer and Ain used indisoriminately ; but 
there is a spring near, which may be En-rogel. (Be Saulcy, ii. 306.) 

15. En-shemesh, ‘ spring of the sun ; ’ Josh. xv. 7 ; xviii. 17. LXX, i roe 

w. EolBoayLvs^ Vulg., ad En'Semte^ id eet, Fontem Sol^, 

iiL Bn-tapptiah, ‘iqpring of apple-trees*— near the town of (hat name; Josli* 
XTii. 7* 



I!di»r6 were ftUo 

17. ^The spring in Jesreel,* fotmtain vliioh [is] in Jesmi/* 1 Sam* xtix* 1, 
possibly the same as, 

IS. ** The Well of Harod.’* Ain^aiarod-^Qie * spring of trembling,* rii. If 

19. The Dragon WelL** ilia-^annm — the * spring of dragons.* Keh. li. 13. 

20. ** * The spring’ of water in the wildemesa—the * spring* in the way to Shnr.’* 
Oen. xvi. 7. 

21. Hazar-enan, i.e,t ‘village of springs,’ Numb, xxxiv. 9, 10 (see § 88). 

22. In the New Testament the word appears as .Snon ‘springs*) “near 
to Salim/* John iii. 23 ; 

When applied to water, the word Ain is translated in the Authorised 
Version “well,” with the following exceptions, in which it is rendered 
^‘fountain.” 

Gen. xvi. 7 ; Numb, xxxlii. 9 (comp. Exod. xv. 27 “ wells*’) ; Dent. viii. 
7 ; xxxiii. 28 ; 1 Sam. xxlx. 1 ; 2 Cliron. xxxii. 3 ; Neh. ii. 14 ; iii. 
15 ; xii. 37 ; Pror. viii. 28. 


^ 51 . 

ICA’AN, * a collection of springs/ or place watered by springs : from 

'3?, a spring. Topographically nsed, the word occurs in 

Josh. XT. 9, “fountain,** and Josh, xviii. 15, “well,** both of the waters of 
Nephtoah ; 1 Kings xviii. 5, “ fountains ; ** 2 Kings iii. 19, 25, “ wells;* 
2 Ghron. xxxii, 4, “fountains.” In the LXX all these are 

It is also found in the following : — 

Gen, yii, 11; viii. 2; Lev, xi. 36; Ps. Ixxiv. 15 ; cxiv. 8 ; Prov. v. Id; 
viii. 24 ; xxv. 26 ; Cant. iv. 12, 15 ; Isal xU. 13 ; Hos. xiii. 15 ; Joel, 
iii. 18, all rendered “fountain,” Ps. Ixxxiv. 6; Isai. xii, 3, “well;” 
andPs. IxxxvU. 7; civ. 10, “springs.” [all] 


§ 52 . 

MOTSA-MAIM, outgoing of waters, a ‘ springhead ; * from 

to go forth. 

Used 2 Kings ii. 21 ..... “spring” ^ 

2 Chron. xxxii. 30 (of the spring of Gihon) “ watercourse” ffo8or. 

Also in Pa. evii. 33, 35 .... “ watersprlngs” (omitted). 

Isai. xii. 18 (contrasted with Agam, § 57) ; Iviii. ll “spring ** l^payorySi. 

m 

One of the cities of Benjamin is called nam-Motsah, ‘the springs* 
head : ’ Josh, xviii. 27. It is in accordance with this derivation that 
the Talmud commemorates it as the place at which the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem were accustomed to seek the osiers used in the feast of 
Tabernacles, (Reland, p. 903.) In the Authorised Version the article 
as nxaal is omitted, and the name appears as “ Morah.^’ 



MAEOR^ * wellspring : * from to dig -for water (2 Einge xix. 24), 
a Word used only in the poetioal and rubrioal books, and variously 
rendered by spring, fountain, well, well-spring* and issue. See Jen U. 
36 ; Ps« xxxvi. 9 ; Prov. x. 11 ,* xvi. 22 ; Lev. xiL 7, &o. &o. 

§ 54 . 

GULLOXn, ribj, bubblings : from ^|, to tumble or roll over, perhaps in 
allusion to the globular form in which springs bubble up. Used only to 
designate the two springs given by Caleb to his daughter Aohsah. 
Josh. XV;, 19; Judg. i. 15. LXX, Josh. fMi r^v Bordayts, koI l^9»K€u 
riftf rovcu0\au tV xal T. t V Kdrw: Judg. \vrpu(rw 

Kol K ramivSiv* Syinm. apitlw. 

The word occurs in the shorter form of 

GAL,,'?3, (strictly *heapi,*) in Cant. iv. 12 (** spring”), and also in Ps. 
xlii. 7 ; ovi. 25 ; Tsai, xlviii. 18 ; Jonah ii. 3, and elsewhere, for the 
billows” or “ waves ” of the sea. 

Possibly Gallim (1 Sam. xxv. 44 ; Isai. x. 30) derived its name from 
the neighbourhood of such bubbling springs. 

The word commonly used for a heap ” of water, as in Exod, xv. 8 ; 
and Ps. Ixxviii. 13, is Ned (is). See Chap. VII. p. 304, note, 

§ 55 . 

MABBOOA, 5^2:©, * a gushing spring’; from rsj, to gush forth. See Isaiah 
XXXV. 7; xlix, 10 (‘‘springs”), and Eccl. xii. 6 (“fountain”). 
LXX, irjyT^. 

§ 56 . 

B’EB, from *^3, to dig (the same root as forarCf and bore) : * a well,’ 
that is, a dug pit, usually with water at the bottom. The meaning of 
the word is fixed by the numerous vestiges of such wells still remaining 
and bearing their ancient names. They have a broad margin of masonry 
round the mouth, and often a stono filling up the orifice. See Chap. II. 
p. 147. 

The following are the Beers named in the Bible 

1. Becr-lahal-roi, ‘ the well of the vision of life,* Gen. xvi. 14 ; xriv. 62 ; 

xxv. 11. 

2. Beer-sheba, ‘ the well of swearing,’ according to Gen. xxi, 31, and xxvi. 

33 ; or according to De Wette, ‘ the well of seven,* (Comp. xxi. CO, 80 ; 

Sheba=aseven.) 

— ^ ,1 

' Compare the expression in old English poetry ; “ the heaped spring'* ; “ the 

heaped water,** 
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3. Beeroth bene-Jaakun; * tiie weUs of the sons of Jai^ao,' ia the Desert ; 

Deut. X. 6. In Numb, xyxili. 31, ** Bene-Jaakan ” only, 

4. Beeroth, * Wells,* one of the cities of the Qibeonltes. Josh. xx. 17 ; 

Ezra ii. 25, 

5. Beer, the veil dug by the children of Israel dose to the border of KoaU 

Num. xxi. 16, and therefore probably the same aa— * 

6. Beer-elim, * Well of heroes ; * Isai. xv. 8, 

7. Beer ; Judges ix. 21. 

8. Baalath-beer, * the sanctuary of the well ; * Josh. xix. 8. 

* 9. Berothah ; Ezekiel xlvii. 16 ; and — 

10. Berothai, 2 Sam. yiii. 8, both apparently the same place ; posdbly the 

city Berytus, See Gesenius, p. 176. 

Three wells digged by Isaac’s herdsmen, and called Esek (strife), 
Sitnah (hatred), and Kechoboth (room), are named in Gen. xxvi. 20, 21, 
22 ; and a memorable well in the court of a house at Bahurim is 
mentioned in 2 Sam. xvii. 18 (LXX, \dKKos), 

In our Version Beer is throughout rendered well,” with four excep- 
tions. These are Gen. xiv. 10 ; Ps. Iv. 23 ; Ixix. 15 ; and Prov. xxiiL 
27, where it is translated *pit.’ In the LXX it is generally 
Vulg. Puteua, 


§ 57 . 

AGAM, ‘ pond,’ of stagnant water ; from to be warm like boiling 
water : specially of the pools left by the inundations of the Nile. Exod. 
vii. 19 ; viii. 6. LXX, dK&pvyaf, Such pools were reedy, and thus in 
J er. li. 32, the word is put for reeds.” Ps. ovii. 35, and cxiv. 8, 
standing water.” 


§58 

MIK’VEH, or (once) Mikvah, * reservoir;’ a place where waters 

flow together : from to be collected. This word occurs as follows in 
relation to water ; — 

Gen. i. 10 . . ** gathering together” • . rh trvcrriipa’Ta, 

Exod. vii. 19 . (with Agam, § 57) “pools” 

Lev. xi. 36. . “ plenty” [of water] . . ervyayaryh 

xxii. 11 “ ditch” (Gesenius ein BehdUtr)m 


§ 59 . 

B*EECAH, < pool ’ or * artifleial tank ’ (derivation uncertain) ; hence 

the Arabic Birket, and the Spanish Al»berca, The pools still remaining 
at Hebron aro actual examples of the meaning of the word. In the 



m' £stwmt 


Version it is mdfiennly rendered pool.*’ Snoli tonlu existed 
in varions pUoes 

1« Qibeon «.«».. 2 Sam. it 13. 


2. Hebron . . 

8. Samaria 
4. Jemsalem 
a. Upper pool 
8. Lover pool 

c. Old pool 

d. King's pool 


Ditto, ir. 12. 

I Kings xxii. 38. 


. . 2 Kings xvili. 17 ; leal vil 3 ; xxxvi. 2. 

. . . Ism. xxii. 9. 

. . . Ditto, xxii. 11. 

. . . Neh. il 14 ; Bccl. il 6. 

e. A fifth appears to be mentioned in Neh. iii. 16. 

/. Siloah or Siloam . . . Neh. iii. 15 ; John ix. 7. 

g. Bethesda .... John ▼. 2, Kokvfi$ii$pa, 

6, Heshbon (fish-pools) . . . Cant. vii. 4. 


The LXX have translated the word oftenest by KoXwjujS^^pa : but also by 
and once by 


^ 60 . 

C’EOTH, nha, ‘oisteniB/ or ^dug wells,* for sheep ; from ng, to dig : only 
used once, Zeph. ii. 6, and there translated “ cottages.** From the same 
root is derived— 


^ 61 . 

MTC'REH, rn?)?, which likewise occurs but once, in Zeph. ii. 9, where it 
is rendered (salt) ** pit.** 


. ^ 62 . 

HASH*ABIM, : from to draw water : used only in Judg. v. 

r jl, probably for the troughs into which the water for the cattle was 
pourod (the verb is used with Ibis special signification in Gen. xxiv. 19, 
20, 44,, 45, &o.). LXX, v^ptvSfi^ya: De Wetto, Bchgpfnnnen : A. V. 
“ the places of drawing water.” 


^ 63 . 

B6R, and ife, ‘a cistern* or * pit:* from the same root as Beer, and 
with nearly the same signification. B6r, however, is often used for a 
pit not containing water, a sense in which Beer is only once found 
(possibly 2 Sam. xvii. 18). , 

Such was the <*pit** into which Joseph was cast, Gen. xxxvii. 20. 
Pits without water ore also named in 1 Sam. xiii. 6 ; 2 Sam. xxiii. 20 ; 
1 Chion. xi. 22 ; and ‘ the house of the pit* occurs with the meaning of 
dungeon in Gen. xl. 15 ; xli. 14 ; Exod. xii. 29 ; and ifl Jcr. xxxvii. 16, 
and xxxvii. In Zech. ix. 11, the pit **=dungeon. (Compare 
which also has this double meaning.) 



Amssbu* ’ fm 

Bdv is hovmr>e(r used for & reo^tade for water^whotiber springing or 
collected is not indicated — though the ** broken eUterns** ot Jet. ii. 1$, 
and the stones of the in Isaiah xiv. 19, go to show that sueh 
cisterns were sometimes built, and not always << digged,*’ as in Bent vl. 
11 ; 2 Chron xxvi« 10 ; Ezod. xxi. 33. 

The name is borne by— 

1. *The* great well in Sechn,'* 1 Sam. zix. 22 ; roD ^pearos rod Bku ml 
iv 'it(pL 

2. The well of * Ha’-Slrah,*' 2 Sam. iii. 26 ; (ppiap rod 3ceipd/u. 

3. ** The well of Bethlehem,” 2 Sam. xxiii. 15, and 1 Chron. xi 17. 

4. ‘*The pit” at Mizpah, Jer. xH. 7, 9 (comp. 2 Kings xxv. 25). 

6. “The great pit” at Bezeth, rh ^p4ap rb is mentioned in 1 Macc. Yii. 19. 

The word is extensively used in the poetical parts of the Scripture ; 
as Ps. vii. 15 ; Isaiah xiv. 15 ; Ezek. xxvi. 20, &c. In Jer. vi. 7, it is 
translated “ fountain.” 


The word Hepher (Chepher) from Chaphar, to dig, Gen. xxi. 30, 
appears as the proper name of a place in Josh. xii. 17. It is also found 
in Gath-Hepher, 2 Kings xiv. 25 (rendered Gittah-Hepher, Josh, xix. 
13) ; “ the land of Hepher,” 1 Kings, iv. 10 ; and Haphraim, ‘ two pits,’ 
a cky of Issachar, Josh. xix. 19. As a simple appellative the word does 
not occur. 

Other words of this class, but not employed with topographical 
exactness, arc — 


§ 64 . 

PACHATH, nnS, a * hollow ’ ; used iu 2 Sam. xvii. 9, and xviii. 17 ; and 
also figuratively in Isaiah xxiv. 17, 18 ; Jer. xlviii. 43, 44. Iu these 
passages it is rendered “pit;” in Jer. xlviii. 28, “hole;” and in 
Lam. iii. 47, “ snare,” which indeed seems to be tho idea at the root of 
the word, 

§ 66 . 

GEB, 123. or W53, a ‘ ditch ’ or ‘ trench.’ 2 Kings iii. 16 ; Isaiah xxx. 14; 
Jer. xiv. 3 ; Ezek. xlvii. 11 (“ marshes ”). A place of this name, Gehim, 
near Jerusalem, is mentioned in Isaiah x. 31. From the same root is 
derived Gob, the scene of two encounters with the Philistines ; men- 
tioned in 2 Sam xxi. 18, 19. 


§ 66 . 

6HUCHAH or SHACHATH, nqw or nni^, a ‘pitfall’; l.c., atrap: 
used frequently, but only iu tho poetical books, and figuratively ; 
Psalm ix. 15; Prov. xxvi 27; Jer. ii. 6; xviii. 20. It is variouslf 
rendered pit, ditch, destruction, corruption, and grave. 

nL2 
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§ 67 . 

OOOUttATZ, “a rank pit’; from ys|> to dig;: a Chaldaio void of 
late introduction, and only used once, viz., in EcoL x. 8. LXX, 


DOTHAN, lijl’t or Gen. xxxvii. 17, and 2 Kings Ti. 13, is treated 
by Gesenius and the other lexicographers as meaning two wells,” from 
an ancient root, Doth=sa well or cistern. In the Book of Judith the 
name appears as Dothaim ; iv. 6 ; Tii. 3, 18 ; viii. 3. It is now Dotan ; 
for its situation, see Chapter V. p. 247. 


V. CAVES, &c. 

§ 68 . 

ITABAH, a ‘ cave' ; from to excavate. Arabic, Meghara. 

For the Caves of Palestine, see Chapter II. 

In the north of Palestine, near Sidon, is a cave literally rendered 
Mearah.” Josh. xiii. 4. 

The word is rendered ‘‘holes” in Isai. ii. 19; and “den” in Isai. 
xxxii. 14, and Jer. vii. 11. 


’ ^ 69 . 

CHOR. •lin, or "in, and CHUR, *1^0, a ‘hole:’ from to bore (see 
2 Kings xii. 9). Hence, a hole in the rock or earth, as in 1 Sam. xiv^ 
11, and Job xxx. 6 (“caves”), — a passage containing a remarkable 
description^ of the wretched fate of an early people who must have been 
similar to the Chorim (Horim, Hori, Horites, of the Authorised Version, 
— ^the Troglodytes, or dwellers in holes and caverns ; LXX, Xo^^oTot)— 
who appear from Gen. xxxvi. 20 to have been the original inhabitants 
of Palestine, living in the cavities of the sandstone rocks of Petra until 
“ the children of Esau destroyed them, before them, and dwelt in their 
stead,” to be in their turn dispossessed by Israel ; Deut. ii. 12, 

The district of Chauran (Hauran, Auran, AlpayTns), Ezek. xlvii. 16, 
north-east of Hermon, derived its name from similar oaves, many of 
which are found to the present day in use as habitations. (See Burck- 
hardt, Syria, i. 110.) 

iu— — — 

’ See Ewald’s Qeschiohie, 2nd. Edit. i. 304. 
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The word is fbund in the foUo^g names of places 

Beth-horon, Hhehonse of holes,’ Josh. x. 10, xvi. 3, 5, &c. 

Horonaim, ’two holes/ Isai* xv. 5; Jer. xlviii 3, 34; whence Hoxonite, 
Keb. ii. 10, &e. 

Hor ha>gidgad, *the hole of thunder/ one of the Stations of the Wanderings 
in the Desert^ Nnin. xxxiii. 32 K 

§ 70 . 

U’OmLLOTH, niVriO, ‘fissures’ or * caverns from to dig open. 
Only used once, Isai. ii. 19, and there in contrast with Mearah ; << go 
into the ‘ caves ’ of the rooks, and into the ‘ fissures * of the earth/^ 

§ 71 . 

MIN^HAROTH, ni'in?!?, only occurs once, viz., in Judges vi. 2 , to 
describe the hiding-places, or ‘ burrows,* in which the Israelites took 
refuge from Midian, — at least such is the meaning given to it in the 
Targum. LXX, rpvfutklai. 

For the remainder of the words for oaves or clefts, see Tzur § 28, 
Sela § 29. 


VI. FOEESTS AND TEEES. 

§72. 

CHORESH, ‘ a wood ; * indeed a thick growth of vegetation, whether 

in a single tree or in a copse. Thus in Ezek. xxxi. 3, it is used for the 
thick foliage — ^the “ shadowing shroud**— of the cedar. Elsewhere the 
word is employed for a wood, though apparently never like Jaar (§ 73) 
for a tract of any extent, 

1. The **wood in the wilderness of Ziph,” 1 Sam. xxiii. 15, 16, 18, 19. 

2. 2 Chron. xxvii, 4, “forests,” iy rois dpvfjms, 

3. Isai, xvii. 9, “bough,” Gesenius, im WalddickicKU 

§ 73 . 

JA All, ’njl, ‘ a forest,* or dense growth of trees : from T?, to abound. In 
the historical books it is the common name for the wooded tracts of 
Palestine, East and West, and is used for, — 


> Rendered in LXX and Vulgate, rh * Probably reading «5Tn, (elsewhere 
6 pQ 9 ra57c£5, in montem Qadgad ; by rendered Kaiyh$) for 
oonfhsion of Chor with Hor, § 23. 



Mb jMMsmx. 

** The forest of Sareih,” lSam* «di, 5. 

** the foreei pf Lebanon,” 1 Kings inL 2, x. 17, 21 ; 2 Chron. lx. 16, 20. 

« the ^ood of Bphmim,** on the other side of the Jordan, $Sain. xviii, 
6, 8^ 17. ^6 aUo Josh. xtIL 16, 18 ; 1 Sam. xiv. 25, 26 ; 2 Kings 
ii. 24 ; in all which it is rendered “ wood.*^ 

In the poetical parts of Scripture it often occurs, and is generally 
translated forest; ” the exceptions being Deut. xix. 5 ; 1 Chron. xvi. 
33; Ps. Ixxx. 13, Ixxxiii. 14, xcvi. 12, cxxxii. 6; Ecol. iuO; Cant. 

' ii, 3 ; Isa. vii. 2 ; Ezek. xxxiy. 25 ; Mic. vii. 14, in wh^oh the word 
tised is “ wood.” It appears in the well-known name of Kirjath Jearim 
(city of forests), and of Mount Jearim, Josh. xv. 10. 

In I Sam. xiv. 27, and Cant. v. 1, the word is applied to a honeycomb ; 
that is, an abundant quantity of honey. 

< In the Yulgate of 2 Sam. xxiv. 6, Dan-Jaan has been read as Dan- 
Jaar and rendered Dan Silvestria, 

^ 74 . 

PAR’DES, OT19, * a plantation ;* perhaps from TL?, to enclose. 

^ Occurs three times : viz. — 

Neh. ii. 8, ** forest,” where it plainly refers to timber-trees. 

Eccl. ii. 6 ; Cant. iv. 13 ; “orchard,” where the reference is as i^lainly to 
fruit-trees. 

It is probably a Persian word, adopted into the Semitic languages, 
and then Greoised into “ Paradise,” vapddeicros : by which word it is 
translated by the LXX. Elsewhere, they have employed vapidacros as 
the equivalent to Oan^ a garden. Tho diminutive “Fureidis” in 
Arabic is applied in Palestine to the “Frank Mountain,” from its 
vicinity to Solomon’s Gardens at Urtas, to which in Eccl. ii. 5, the word 
Pardes is expressly applied. * Sec Chap. III. p. 166. 

§ ^ 5 . 

ETS, rs, ‘a tree,’ in the widest sense of the word : thus Gen. i. 29, ii. 
16; Deut. xii. 2; Josh, x, 16 (comp. Acts x. 39) ; Isai. vii. 2, and 
passim : also “ wood,” Ex. vii. 19 ; Lev. xi. 32 ; 1 Sara. vi. 14, &o. ; — 
“timber,” 1 Kings v. 6, &o; — “stick,” Num. xv. 32; 1 Kings xvii. 
10. Hence, too, the staiff of a spear, 1 Sam, xvii, 7, or handle of an 
axe, Deut. xix. 5 (a verse in which the word occurs twice — as “ tree,” 
and “ helve.”) 

From to be firm. In a slightly varied form it signifies a back- 
bone ; whence J&’aion-Geber, ^ the giant’s backbone.’ See Chap. I. p. 84.' 

§ 76 . 

EL: EL AH: ELON: and ILAN: from or to bi strong; and 
ALLAH, and ALLON: from with the same meaning : ^ A strong 
t»ee.\ 
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The me of these various forms of the same or similar roots is so- 
indefiaite, and the trtuislations of them in the ancient Versions so incon- 
sistent^ that it is not possible to dx their meaning: with accnraoy. The 
following are the conclusions of Gcsenias (Thesaxirus^ pp. 61 (a)^ 47^ 
103) 

1* £1 may be either an oak or a terebinth. 

2. Where AUon is opposed to Elah, as in Isai. vi. 13 ; Hos. iT. 13 ; Elah» 
terebinth, and Allon===oak. But, on the other hand — 

8. Elnh, AUon, AUah, and Elon, appear to have been all interchangeable ; for 
the same'tree which in Josh. xix. 33 is AUon, in Jndg. iv. 11 is Elon ; whUo that 
whiehisElon in Judg. ix. 6 (English VersioD, ** plain**), is Elah inCfra, zxxr. 4, 
and Alhdi in Josh. xxiy. 26. See Chapter II. p. 141. 

1, Et, occurs in the singular, only in Gen. xiv. 6, El-paron ; 

LXX, TVS rtp€/3ty0ou rris <papdu, * Aq. Symm. Theod. tm 0pv6s, In 
the plural — 

Elim, 

Isai. i. 29 . . ** oaks’* . €t0cc\a, 

Isai. Ixi. 3 . , trees** • ytytaL Symm. tcrxvpoL 

Ezek. xxxi. 14 • ** trees** . omitted. 

Elim, the second station from the Bed Sea, appears to have derived 
its name from the 70 palms there — the trees of the Desert. 
(Chap. I., pp. 20, 68.) See Exod. xv» 27, xyi. 1 ; Num. xxxiii. 
0, 10. So also — 

Eloth, or Elath, another plural form of the same word, probably 
refers to the palm-grove at Akaba (see Chap. I. pp, 20, 84), See 
Deut. ii. 8 ; 1 Kings ix. 26; 2 Kings xiv, 22, xvi. 6 ; 2'Chron, 

’ viii. 17, xxvi. 2. 

2. Elah, nby, perhaps ‘terebinth,’ 

Gen. XXXV. 4, ** the oak,” h rtp4fiiv0os, Aq. Symm. Theod. BpCu* 
Judg. vi. 11, 19, oak,” h r€p4/3ty0os, Thood. dpvt. In both cases 
with the article, * the Terebinth.’ 

1 Sam. xvii. 2, 19, xxi. 9, “Elah” (ffeb, Ha-Elali, Uhe Terebinth’), 

*HAa. Aq. Theod. r^s bpvSs, ^ 

2 Sam. xviii. 9, 10, 14, ** oak.” In each of these passages the definite 

rrticle is used, h 0pvs : SMpoy, 

1 Kings xiii. 14 (article) ; 1 Chron. x. 12, “ oak,” dpvf, 

Isai. i. 80, “ oak ;** vi. 13, “ teU tree.” Aq. Symm. Th. Cpvs, LXX, 
rtp^fitvOos. 

Ezek. vi. 13, ** oak,” 04ydpov trvffKlov : Spur. 

Hos. iv. 13, ** elms,” LXX and Theod. BeySpov <rv(rKtd{oyret. Aq. 
rep4fiiy0os, Symm. irAdTsa^os, 

d, Elon, probably ‘ oak.’ 

Gen. xii. 6 ; Dent. xi. 30, “ plain of Moreh,” h Spvt ^ Bifnjhh* Aq. 

Symm. aO\eiyos Karcupavovs : ConvaUem iUuetrem* 

Gen. xiii. 18, xiv. 13, xviii. 1, “ plain of Mamr^” 4 Bpvs 4 VwM : 
ComaUie Mamhre, 



Jii^« ir. 11, •• Plain of Zaanaim,'* Bl<m {in lomo editions 

Alien) be-Zi^naiin ; adenratoly **an oak by Zaannainh’* Zpv$ 
irXcovfKTodKra^v. Alex, kpavavofiivotv. Ad isaUem qumWicatUT 
Sennim. In Josh. *xix. 33, the Hebrew being the same as that 
just quoted, the rendering of the Anth< Version is “ Alloa to 
Zaanfuuiim.’* 

Jndg, ix. 6, “ Plain of the Pillar,” rp BaKdvfp rp ehperp rjps ardfftus, 
Aq. t§B(op ffTriX^fMTOt, Sym, fyvs p i(rr&<ra, Queretm qua 
etabcU in Sichem, 

Judg. ix. 87, “ Plain of Meonenim” (the enchantments), /aowvc- 
pifi, Aq. 9pvs hvoBXerrSprm, Per viam qua reepicit quercum. 
This is probably the same toee as that in Gen. xxxv. 4. Seo Blah. 

1 Sam. X. 3, ** Plain of Tabor,” ^ tpds &d$cDp,*> Ad querctm Tabor, 

hfOTB. — In rendering Elon by “Plain,” the Translators of 
the Authorised Version appear to have followed the 
Targum or Chaldee Paraphrase, which has uniformly 
translated the word by Mishor (§ 6) ; Mishor having 
at that time lost its original local force and come to be 
used in the general sense of “ plain” See note to § 6, 

Baon, 7'iVw, ‘town’ in Dan, Josh. xix. 43, possibly the same as that 
* called Elon-beth-hanan in 1 Kings ix, 9, 

4 Ilak, ‘ a great tree,’ 

Dan. iv 10, 11, 14, 20, 23, 26 ; “ tree.” 

5, Axiah, nVij, 

Josh. xxiv. 26, “ oak,” r)]p Tippivdov, 

Alla-melech, the “ king’s oak,” a city of Asher, Josh, xix, 26. 

6 Allok, in Ar Y. uniformly “ oak.” 

Gen. xxxv. 8, Ivh r^p fiaXapop : “ an oak,” accurately * thx oak.* 

Isai. it 13, “ of Bashan,” /SaAdvov. Aq. 3pDj. 

Isai. vi. 13 (with Blah ; see No 2), pdXavos, 

Isai. xliv. 14, Alex, bpvs, 

Bzek. xxvii. 6 (“of Basban”) ; LXX omits. 

Hos. iv. 13 (with Elah; see No. 2), Amos ii. 9 ; Zech. xi. 2 (“of 
Bashan”), bpvi, 

Alion^bachuth, Gen. xxxv. 8, fidXapos veuOovs, Sam, Ver, nn'33 "Wa. 

For the “ Allon,” Josh, xix, 83, see above, under Elon. 


^ 77 . 

ESHEL, possibly a tamarisk {Tamatix orientalis^ Linn.), see 

Gesenius, p. 159 ; but the exact signiBoation is very doubtful, and it 
will be seen that in the third of the following exampl^ it is inter* 
changeable with Elah, § 76, 2). (See also Gesenius, Rist. of Heb* 
Language, p. 41.) 



ATMmtL Isi 

Oeeurs three times 

In Gen. xxL 33, “grove.*' Aq. Up^p&wcu Synun. 

1 Sam. 3Cxii. 6, “a tree,'* accurately tamarisk.’ Aq. 

1 Sam. xxxi. 13, * tree.” Symm; ^vr^. Theod. rdr Bpv $ — ^like the 
preceding, with the definite article, and therefore, “'Me tamarisk* at 
Jabesh.'* In the parallel passage, 1 Chr. x. 12, the word is Blah. The 
hXX. have, in each case, rendered Eshel by i Apovpa, clearly not with the 
ordinary meaning of that word, arvum. 


Besides the above, there are other words for trees which need not be 
specially examined here. Amongst them ore some which would seem 
to have given their names to places ; viz,, Rimmon, — Pomegranate 
(Numb, xxxiii. 19 ; Josh, xv, 32, xix, 45 ; 1 Chron. vi. 77 ; Neh. xi. 
29 ; — § 51) : Luz,— Almond (Gen. xxxv. 6) : Tamar, — Palm (Gen. xiv. 
7 ; Judg, XX, 33 ; Deut. xxxiv. 3 ; Judg. i. 16 ; — § 78) : Shittah (Plur. 
Shittim), — Acacia (Judg. vii. 22 ; Numb, xxv. 1) : Libneh, — ^White 
Poplar (Numb, xxxiii. 20) ; and Tappuach — ^Apple (Josh. xv. 34). A 
different derivation of Libnah (Josh. x. 29) has been given in Chap. YI. 
p. 258, note, which is probably equally correct. It is worth notice, 
however, that the three “ Stations" named in Numb, xxxiii. 18 
(Rithmah, — Broom), 19, and 20, all apparently derive their names from 
some natural feature of vegetation. 


The word rendered “Grove” in the A, V. in connection with the 
idolatrous worship of the Canaanites, is Asherah. For an examination 
of all the passages in which it occurs, and of its doubtful and difficult 
signification, see Gesenius, s. v, p. 162. 


VII. CITIES, HABITATIONS, &c. 

§ 78 . 

IR, or AR, ' a city : ’ probably from a root now extinct, signi- 
fying to surround : LXX, ir6\is^ Yulg. Oppidum, The idea is that of a 
fortified place, as in 2 Kings x. 25, where it signifies the ^fortrees * 
of the ‘temple* of Baal and in 1 Chr. xi. 5, “David took the Castle 
(Metzad, § 94) of Zion, which is the City of David,” See also 2 Kings 
xvii. 9 ; xviii. 8. Its general meaning is fixed by the examples of 
Jerusalem, Samaria, and Jericho, and the cities of Assyria, to which it 
is frequently applied. 

In Lev. xxv. 29, 31, “walled cities** are •distinguished from 
“ villages (Hazerim) which have no wall round them and in 1 Sam. 
vi. 18, we find “ fenced cities, ** distinguished from “ country villages ** 
(Caphar). 

Generally, whenever the “gates” or “walls** of a “city** aw 
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spoken ol> word wd is Ir* See espeoiolly Gcsai. xxiii* 10, W, xxxlr. 
2^,24; Josh, vim 29, xz* 4 ; Judg. x^. 2, 3; 1 Sam. xxiii. .7 ; i Kiogs 
iv. 13, xvii. 10 ; 1 Ghr. xiz. | ; 2 Chr. viii. 5. On the other hand, in 
Deut. iii. 6, we read of ^^nnwafled ‘ cities,^ LXX, r»y ^pt(cd»p 

(see § 87)« 

A curious play upon the word occurs in Jndg. x. 4, where the some 
word is used for the thirty cities ” (o’!)!?) and the ** thirty ass-oolts” 
(ctyjj) of the sons of Jair. This play has been tolerably preserved in 
the LXX by rendering the words respectively v6\fis and irdAovi, 

In the Auth, Vers, with the following exceptions, the word is 
rendered ‘‘city.” ^ ^ 

“Town.** Dent. ili. 5 ; 1 Sam. xvi. 4, xxiii. 7, xxvii. 4; Esther ix. 19 
{iv ir«£<rp x^P9 ^ 

“Court.** 2 Kings xx. 4. iv aw\p rp fxierp. 

It occurs in the following proper names : — 

1. Ir-hat-temarim, “the city of ‘the* Palmtrees.** LXX, v6\ts rwv ipoivUtav, 

Dent, xxxiv. 3 ; Judg. i. 16, iii. 13 ; 2 Chr. xxviii. 15. (See p. 295, 
note*) 

2. Ir-ham-melach, “the city of salt,** Alex, ^ ir4x*j SiKmv, Vat, ». Josh. 

XV. 62. 

3. Ir-Shemesh {w6\ets Za/ijuJi/s) (»Beth Shemesh, ‘the city of the sun*). Josh. 

xix. 41. 

4. Ir-nahash, fr6\is vaus^ 1 Ohron. iv. 12 (‘the city of the sei-pent'). 

5. Ir-ha-heres, “the city of destruction,** or “of the sun.** Isai. xix. 18. 

Compl, Tr6\i$ iix^pes. Vat, ocreScAc. 

6. Rcchohoth-Ir, “ the city Rehoboth.’* Gen. x. 11. VxAg, plateas civitatia, 

AR, as the name of the capital of Moab (= Rabbah), or rather 
perhaps of the whole country of the Moabites, occurs in Numb. xxi. 15 ; 
Deut. ii. 9, 18, 29 ; and more fully as “ Ar of Moab,** in Numb. xxi. 
28, and Isai, xv. 1. In Numb. xxi. 28, the LXX seem to have read 
with the Samaritan Codex and Version, inio tv, for they render it 
1ms Elsewhere the Samaritan Version gives Arshah ; and the 

LXX 'Hp in Numbers, and 'Apopp in Deut. In Numb. xxii. 36, Ar Moab 
is rendered “ a city of Moab,** following the Sam. Version, Kiriath 
Moab (see § 80), the LXX els v6\tv m ., and the Vulg. in oppido Moab* 


§ 79 . 

KIR, : possibly from n^?, to build; or from IV, to dig (see Gesenius, 
1210, i236), 

%a) Usually for the wall of a house or building, exterior or interior (s^pariu), aa 
in Lev, xiv. 37. 1 Sam. xx. 25. 1 Kings vi. 5. Ezek. xxiii. 14, &c. 

, ; (5) Pot the side of the altar. Lev. 16 ; v. 9. ^ 

(e) For a fence or enclosure. Kuzn. xxii. 25, 

(d) Pm the wall of a town, (once) Kum. xxxv. 4* 



4? lie utoal word for the wall of a city (Engl, the wells,” mmma) 
is Chomah. The two are used tc^ether iu Joidu'ii. Id, <*hor house 
was upon the town- wall, and she dwelt upon the wall,^^ Here 
Chomah is rendered “town- wall” and “wall,” wMe Kir, whioh, ic 
the original, comes before Chomah, is not translated. The meanhag, 
however, is clear — ^that the walls of the town formed also the back wall 
of the house. Thus Zunz, “ ihr Hans war in der Wand der Stadtimuer^ 
und in der Stadtmauer wohnte sie.” 

As a proper name, Kir seems to have had the signidoation of citadel, 
and is BO used : 

1. In Isai. XV. 1, “Kir of Moab,” now called Kerak, possibly the Portress of 
Moab, as Ar-Moab, or habbah, was tho Capital. 

2. The same place, imder the names of Kir>cbaraseth^ Kir-cbaresetb, Kir* 
cbareab, and Kir-cheres, is mentioned in 2 Kings iii. 25 ; Isai. xvi.7, 11 \ 
Jer. xlviii. 81, 36. 

8. Kir is also the name of a place or district in Assyria. 2 Kings xvi. 9 ; Isai. 
xxii. 6 ; Amos. i. 5 ; ix. 7. 


^8o: 

KIRIAH, or KIRJATH, nnp, Chald. ; from rnp^, to huild (see 
Gesenius in voce^ p. 1236) : apparently the ancient, and thence, in later 
times, the poetical word for * city,’ See, among others, Num, xxi. 
28, “c% of Sihon.” Ps. xlviii. 2, “Me city of the great King.” 
Isai, XXV. 2, “ of a defenced ciVy.” We have seen that Ir and Ar are 
only seldom used in proper names, whereas Kirjath is a freq[uent name 
for the towns of Palestine®, 

On the other hand, it is hardly ever used as a general noun in prose. 
The only exceptions worth noticing are: Deut. ii. 36; iii. 4, in the 
quasi-proverbittl expression, “ there was not one city left 1 Kings i, 
41, 45, in the conversation of Adonijan and his friends about the 
uproar in Jerusalem ; and Ezra iv. 10, in speaking of Samaria ; and 12, 
13, 15, 16, 19, 21, in the letter of the Samaritans describing Jerusalem ; 
implying that the word was at that time used only as a Samaritanism. 

The cities in tho name of which the w’ord occurs are the following. 
It will be observed, that in every case they existed before Palestine was 
taken by the Israelites. 

1. Kirjath, a town of Benjamin. Josh. X'siii. 28. Possibly Kirjath-jearim. 
LXX, Alex, v6\is UptfA, 

2. Kirjathaim {‘the double city*), (a) a town of Moab, on the east of 
Jordan.' Gen. xiv. 5; Num. xxxu. 37 ; Jer* xlviii. 1, &c. It is spelt 
in the Auth. Version, Kiriathaim : LXX, KOpiaOdfi, (5) A ioWn in 
Naphtali, allotted to the Gershonites, 1 Ghr. vi. 76. In the parallel list 


* Compare the use of the word castle appears as a Phcenician word in Sicilian 

in Newcastle, Chester, Doncaster, Ac, coins (see Gesenius voce p. 1237), 

> Kiijah is probably the word repre- and in names like Cirta, OKgrano-Oerta, 
seated by the Latin Carthago, and ii &o. 
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/ ill Josb. xil the name is co&traeied to Kartan—as En-gaimim to Asosn^ 

LXX^ icapun$9ifi* 

8, Kiijath-arba, **the city of Arbo, the fether of Anak*^ («Hebrok), Gen. 
xxiii. 2 ; Josh. xir. 15, Ac. It bad retained its old xiame aft^ the 
captivity, Neb. xi. 25. 

4, Kiijatb-buzotb (Hbe city of Streets^), Nam. xxii. 89; ctV ir^Xcu 

See § 98. 

5, Kiijath-jearim (‘city of Forests*), on the borders of Judah andBenja* 
min, originally Gibeonite^ Josh. ix. 17 ; xy. 60 ; ir^An lapifi. Colled also 
Baalah, Boole, and 

C, Kirjath-arim, Ezra ii. 25 (1 Esdr. y. 19, Kiriathiarius); and in addition, 

7. Kirjath-baal, Josh, xviii. 14 ; KoptaOfiadA, 

8. Kirjath-scpher, Hhe city of the book,* v6\is ypafifidirm^ a Canaanite 
town in the mountains of Judah, Josh. xy. 15 ; Judg. i, 11 ; called 
also, 

9. Eirjath*sannah, ‘the city of the Palm,* Josh. xy. 49. After its capture 
by Caleb it took the name of Debir. 

10. Kariathiarim, napiaBiapifi^ the name given by the LXX to the city near 
which the waters of the Jordan were stayed on the occasion of Joshua*s 
crossing* (Josh. iii. 16. See Chap. VII. p. 804, note). 

The word also appears in a slightly different form in 

11. Eerioth, ('cities*) (a) a place in Moab, Jerem. xlviii. 24, 4L ; also Amos 
ii. 2, where the word is spelt Kirioth : (b) a town in the south of Judah, 
Josh, xy.25 ; LXX, KaplcoO^ and hence probably Is-cariot, i. e. “the man 
(‘ish*) of Kerioth,*’ a name given both to Judas (Matt. xii. 4), and his 
father Simon (John vi. 71). In that case he was probably the only 
un-Galilean apostle (see Ewald, v. 282). 

12. Kartah, a town of Zebulun, allotted to the Merarites, Josh. xxi. 34 ; 

KupOa, 


§ 81 . 

BIEAH, « palace ; ’ i.c, a royal house or fortress : either from the 

Hebrew J7T?W| ahirah^ strong, or the Persian haru^ a wall or fortress ; 
Sanscrit 5wra, Greek wi5/>7os; German English In Persiai^ 

names of places it frequently occurs, as Perso-5ora, Esto-Jara, &c. (See 
Gesenius, s. t?. p. 204). 

It is used chiefly in the Chaldaic Books of the Old Testament ; where, 
with two exceptions, it is the epithet of Shushan, the royal residence of 
the Persian kings. See Ezra vi. 2 ; Neh. i. 1 ; Esth. i. 2; ii. 3 ; iii. 15* ; 


^ Compare the well-known contractions 
in the names of English towns, as 
Brighton, for Brighthelmston. 

* possibly this is after all but a cor- 
mption of the Hebrew “city Adam:** 
' Khjath l^ing used for the equivalent Ir 
CB city (§ ^5) ; and the in DtH, Adam, 


being read as *> — Aram or Arim — the 
whole word taking subsequently the form 
of the place so &mlliar to a copyist of 
J oshua— Kirjath-jearin^ 

* Note the distinctloxr between “Shu- 
sban the Palace’* (BirahX and “ the city 
Shushan ** (Ir), in this passage. 



Amamt. iu 

viu« 14 ; ix. 6, Ac . ; Bas. iii« 2. The exceptions are Neh* ii. 8) and 
?ii. 2, where it is used by Nehemiah to designate the citadel attached 
to the Temple at Jerusidem. In 1 Ohron. xxix. 18, it means the 
Temple. In the plural, Biranioth, the word occurs only in 2 Chron. 
xvii. 12 ; xx7ii. 4, where it is rendered “ castles.” 

In the LXX Birah is rendered by otkos^ mostly by , and 

occasionally by jStipir. It is also often treated as a proper name, and given 
as ^A$fi9ippu^ and 4 Belpa, or Btpd, Bdpii was probably introduced from its 
likeness of sound to the Hebrew word, as was for Bamah, a.high 
place ; KtCdpa for Kitharos, a harp ; for ahahahy love ; yrj for Gai 
a ravine, and many others. In Egypt it was the word for the state 
barges of the Nile, and hence its adoption for a great house or palace 
was not unnatural. Jerome, on Psalm xlv. 10, says that fidpts was a word 
peculiar to Palestine, and used even in his time for houses closed round 
on every side and built like towers ; and the Scholiast, on Psalm cxxi. 
7, that it was the provincial word in Syria for large houses. In 
Josephus* time it was applied to the tower of Antonia (Antiq, XV. xi. 4). 

^ 82 . 

AB’MON, the ‘ keep * of a palace : from to bo high. (See 

Gesenius, s. u., p. 152.) The root of Pyramid, and of JTermon, Hhe 
lofty peak J.* 

This word is almost exclusively used in the poetical books, a. y. Psalm 
xlviii. 3, 13; Isaiah xxv. 2; Jer. xvii. 27 ; Amos i. 4; ii. 2, &o. In 
the historical books it occurs only three times : 1 Kings xvi. 18, and 
2 Kings XV. 25, palace of the king’s house;** possibly a keep or 
strong tower overlooking the rest of the palace; Ewald (Geschiohte, 
2nd edit., iii. 451, 602) suggests that it was the Harem (a word 
derived from the same root), the most securely guarded portion of Eastern 
houses. In 2 Chron. xxxvi. 19, the word is used for the “ palaces** of 
Jerusalem. 

In the LXX it is very variously rendered, e, y. Bdpts, Trvpydfiapis 
Toixos, v6KiSf (possibly reading naiw for poif») and CtfidKioy, 

In the two passages from Kings it is (1) dmpov^ possibly a corruption 
from (see Frankel, Vorstudien, p, 65), and (2) iyayrlov, a further 

corruption of i^rpov. 

By Aquila and Symmaohus it is occasionally rendered $tipas (Amos 
i, 12 ; ii. 5), as if Birah, § 81. 

In one passage, Amos iv. 3, the word ooours with a slight change of 
form, as Har’mon. 

§ 83 . 

CHATSER, an enclosure ; from *'3n, to surround; hence used for a 

‘‘court** or vestibule, as of the Tabernacle (Exod. xxvii. 9, &c.), ot 
Temple (1 Kings vi. 36 ; 2 Kings xxl. 5), or of a palace (2 Kings xx. 


^ See C2iapter XII. p. 408. 



m mwsfm. 

4; £st}i 0 ri. 6 ^ Jer, xxxri. 20 , comp, 22),orpil90ii (Heh. iu. 25i J'it. 
xxxii. 2, &c.)> 0 ^ erven of a house (2 Sam. xvii. IS). 

Topographically, however, it is a ‘village;^ generally a Bedouin 
village, Gen. xxv. 16 (LXX, ; Isaiah xlii. 11 j such as are 
’ formed of tent^cloths, spread over stone walls (see p. 233). In such 
“ Hazerim” lived the Avim or Avites, who seem to have pushed their 
way &om the Desert as far as Gaza, and who were destroyed by the 
.Philistines from Oaphtor (Deut* ii. 23)*. 

' ^ In the LXX the usual renderings are answering to ** court 
and H^nri and IvawXw, indiscriminately to ** village:” it is also rendered 
oUia, 6dht, and strangely, T\o6(not in Ps. x. 8 (LXX, 

ix. 29). 

The following are the places in the names of which Chatser (Hazer) is 
used. One of them, Hazeroth, is in the Desert itself (see Chap. I. 
pp. 81, 82), and it will be observed that the others are all on the Bedouin 
frontiers of the country. 

1. Hazeroth, *A<rfip<£6, Numb. xi. 35 ; xii. 16; xxxiii. 17, 18. 

2. Hazar*addar, IfvavXis ’ApdS, a place on the south boundary of Palestine, 

Numb, xxxiy. 4. In Joshua xr. 3, the name is contracted to Adar. 

3. Hazar^enan, * village of springs.* A place in the north of Palestine, 

near Hamath, Numb, xxxiv. 9, 10 ; Ezek. xlvii. 17 ; xhiii, 

1, ^ a6\h ToO hlp<ivt aod tow Ai\dfj.» Possibly identified in Porter’s 
Damascus, i. 252 ; li 858. 

4. Hazar«gaddah, ‘village of fortune.* One of the “uttermost cities of 

Judah toward the coast of Edom southward ;** Josh. xv. 27. 

5. Hazar-hat-ticon, ‘the middle village,* owX)) tow Xovi'dv, “by the coast 

of Hauran,*' on the north-west of Palestine ; Ezek. xlvii, 16. 

6. Hazar-shual, ‘village of the fox* (see Chap. III. p. 162, note), A place 

In the very south of Judah, near H. gaddah : xoXao'cwA.c^, dpaoaXdy 
4(rep(rovdK, Josh, xv, 21 ; xix. 8 ; 1 Obron. iv. 28 ; Neh. xL 27. 

7. Hazar-susah, or susim, * village of horses :* a place belonging to Simeon, 

also in the extreme south. Josh. xix. 5 ; 1 Chron. iv. 31 ; crap<rou^iv, 
ifuffovfftuffiv, (Seep. 160.) 

A slightly different form of the word is Hazor (Chatsor), which occurs 
as follows : — 

(1) Josh. xi. 1 ; xii. 19 ; Judges ix. 2 ; 1 Sam. xii. 9. 

(2) Josh. XV. 23. 253 ( 3 ) josh. xix. 36. 

(4) Neh. xi. 33. (5) 2 Sam. xiii. 23 (Baal-hazor). 

^ 84 . 

CHAW AH, niJO, plur* Chawoth (Eng. Vers, ITavoth), rMly a ‘tent- 
village;* from nyj, life*; (whence Eve — Ileh, Chavah — “the mother 
of all living.”) The Bedouins of the present day use the same word 


* “Hazerim” in this passage has which is Hazor,” are more correctly ‘and 

beco Tne curiously changed in the LXX Chatzor-Chadattah (i.® New Chatzor) 

to the word elsewhere employed and Kerioth-Chezron, which is Chatzor.’ 

for Ashdoth and Ashdod. ® Compare the Common use of the word 

« The words in this verse, “ and Hazor ‘ to live * in English, for ‘ to dwell.’ 
Hadattsh, and Kezioth : [and] Hezron, 





fbr their dtm villages. 'ChaWoth is solely emj^oyed in the BiM© 
for those taken from Gilead by Jair the son of Hanasseh, and whioh 
to a late period retained the name of Havoth-Jair.” See Chap. Till, 
p. 827. 

Numb, sxxii. 41, “ small towns,” 

Bout. ill. 14, ** Havoth,” BatfdB ; Alex, A&c^. 

Josh. ziii. SO, ** towns,” Kt&ftas, 

Judg. X. 4, “ Havoth” (Margin^ Villages), liraiJAcif. 

1 Kings iv. 13, “towns V<U, omit. ; AUx. A6c&0. 

1 Chron. ii. 23, “ towns,” k^plcls* 

§ 85 . 

OAPHAR, * 753 , or Gopher, a < hamlet:’ from ^C3, to cover (compare 
the Latin tectum). It occurs in 

1 Sam. vi. 18, , . . 

1 Ohron. xxvU. 25, hroMla 

Cant. vii. 11, kc6/a)} . . . 

See also Ohephar>haammonai, ^ the hamlet of the Ammonites,’ Josh, 
xviii. 24; and Chephirah, one of the towns of the Hivites, Josh. ix. 
17 ; also Caphar-Salama, 1 Macc. vii. 31. 

The application of the word to Caper-nstMm shows that it indicated a regular 
village or town, K<&fx7)f and not a mere collection of hovels or tents like 

Ohatzer. In the N.T. ndXis and K<ijx7}^ correspond to Kir and Oaphar ; hut their 
use is indistinct. Thus Capernaum, which by its name — and Nain, which by its 
situation— could hardly have been more than villages, are called vdXis, as is also 
Nazareth (Luke ii. 4, 39) ; whilst Bethsalda, probably the flourishing town of 
Bethsaida Julias, is called /cfi/tr?. In this case, however, it is possible that, as 
the old name of Bethsaida prevailed in popular language against the modern 
Julias, so also did its ancient appellation of Jcei/iTy* continue. Josephus (Antiq. 
XVIII. ii. 1) expressly contrasts the two, Ktifirfv 5c By}0<rai5av . . , vdXeois irapaerx^^ 
. . . ’lovAt^ . . . dfiuvvfiop indKeciu, Probably it was what in Mark L 38, 
is called Kco/jArroXis, a village grown into a city. Bethlehem is in Luke ii. 4, wJais ; 
in John vii. 42, K(a/xTj. 

A great number of places with names compounded of Caphar are mentioned in 
the Talmuds, and in the Onomasticons of Eusebius and Jerome. See Keland, 
684 — 693. Amongst these is Caphar-Saba, the original name of Antipatris, 
See Chapter VI. p. 276, 


|.in each, “villages.” 


§ 86 . 


TIRAH, a Bedouin castlo : like Chatzer, from a root, to, signifying 

to surround (see Gesenius, p, 548). It is a word of only occasional use, 


» is, in the Vulgate, rendered 

caetellum in John xi. 1, which in Later 
I^tin came to mean what is now expressed 
by its derivative, casttc. Hcuce the Eu- 
ropean Pilgrims in Palestine looked, at 
B^any, not for the village^ but for the 
CastU of Lazarus ; and in the visionaiy 
account of the Gospel History in tho 
traditions of the ecstatic nun, Anna 


Catterina Emmerich, “ the Castle ot 
Lazarus” and **the Castle of the' 
dalene” assume distinct proportions, like 
the castles on her native Ehine. 

3 In the same manner the name Ham* 
let is still retained by the T^wer-jETcwa/c^ 
of London, now a district containing many 
thousand inhabitants, and returning two 
members to Parliament. 


m 


mmmx. 

and ooeniriiig in the hietorical books in reference to the strons^holds of 
the nomad tribes, as follows Gen. xxv. 16 ; liTum. xxxi. 10, castles,” 
iitav\§ts» 

See also Eaek. xxv. 4, “ palaces,” (XKtiyft^ 


^ 87 . 

P'RAZOTH, niri5, Perazon, or Perozi, ‘unwalled towns’ 

or ‘ villages,’ in contradistinction to walled or fenced cities : from r^, 
to separate or open (see Gen, zxxviii. 29). The exact signification of 
the word is given in Deut. iii. 5 ; 1 Sam. vi. 18 ; Esther ix. 19 ; Ezek. 
xxzviii. 11. It is also found in Judg. v. 7, 11‘, and in Zeoh. ii. 4. 
Hence Perizzites ; t.e,, the inhabitants of open villages, — the JPagani or 
peasantry, — as distinguished from the Canaanites, or those who dwelt in 
the Phoenician cities; Gen. xiii. 7 ; xxxiv. 30; Judg, i. 4, It would 
seem from Josh. xi. 3 ; xvii. 14—18, that' the Perizzites inhabited the 
hills above the plain of Sharon. 


§ 88 . 

BAITH (A. V. Beth), a ‘ house ; ’ probably from nja, to build (as 
Ufkos, from That the primitive notion was of a dwelling 

appears from the form of the letter which bears its name, in both the old 
and modern forms of Hebrew, and more especially in the Ethiopio 
alphabet. 

It is the most general expression for a fixed habitation, whether tent 
or building ; usually the latter, though sometimes for a tent, as in 
2 Kings xxiii. 7, — “the women wove hangings (D'na = houses; i. e. 
tenU) for the grove of Astarte ; (comp. Job viii. 14, where it is used 
'for a spider’s web.) See also Gen. xxvii. 15 ; Judg. xviii. 31 ; 1 Sam. 
i. 7, &o. 

Like <sde8 in Latin, and JDom in German, Beth is used also for a 
house of religious worship. 

Besides the very numerous places with names compounded of Beth, 
mention is made in Isai. xv. 2, of “ Bnjith,” correctly “ Ha-Baith” = the 
house ; probably a well-known idol temple in Moab— Gesenius, ** zum 
Qdtzen->jE[au8j* 

An instance of mistranslation of the word (“ court”) in the Auth, 
Version, has been already (p. 222) notfeed in connection with Amos v. 13. 


1 In these two places, as well as in 
Habak. iii. 14, the word translated 
^‘villages* should be rendered ‘the 
Ohle&,*--oi Svyaroi Vnlg., forlei m 
JsraeL (See Gesenius, iuhvoce, p. 1125.) 
* This passage is curiously corrupt in 


the Vatican LXX : ou al ywaTicts ^<paivov 
iKti XfTTilju (the word elsewhere em- 
ployed for Hittites; ^e initial Beth of 
the Hebrew word ha^g been mistaken 
for Caph, with which it is all bat iden- 
tical in form) rf 5X(rci, 




§ 89 . 

SOC, ^D, or Succahj Plur. Suoooth, nlstj, * booth or covert : * 

from to cover as with boughs. Always a habitation of man or 
beast made of leafy boughs. The Feast of Tabernacles, ” so called, 
was celebrated in such huts, and is always designated by this word, ^os 
showing that it did not commemorate the tents of the wilderness, out 
probably the * booths’ of the first start — (Sucooth, Lev. xxiii. 43 ; Exod. 
xiii. 20), the point of transition between the settled and the nomadic 
life. ^ the word is used in Gen. xxxL 17, in the life of Jacob. 

“Sucooth” in this connection with the feast is invariably in the 
English Bible, “ tabemaoles^” In the LXX the word used is constantly 
(TKfip^f the feast being ioprii twv Vulg. tahernaculum^ tentorium f 

umhraculum. 

In the following passages, this word Is used for the retreat of the Hon : Job 
xxxviii. 40, “covert;” Psalm x. 9, “den;” Jerem. xxv. 38, “covert and 
hence, in Psalm Ixxvi. 2, for Jerusalem, the hdr of the Lion of Judah. In 2 Sam. 
xi. 11, “teats;” 1 Kings xx. 12, 16^, — “pavilions” — ^it is applied to military 
huts; while in Job xxxvi. 29, — “tabernacle”— 2 Sam. xxii. 12, and Psalm 
xviii. 11, — “ iiavilions,” — it is the poetical expression for coverings of clouds. 

The following are the remaining instances of its use : Lev. xxiii. 42, 43 ; Neb. 
viii. 14, 15, 16, 17; Job xxviL 18, “booths;” Ps. xxxi. 20, “pavilion;” 
Is. i. 8, “cottage;” iv. 6, “tabernacle;” Jonah Iv. 6, “booth.” 


§ 90 . 

GERUTH, an * inn;’ from "W, to turn aside (Compare Latin dever^ 

sorium). The word occurs but once, Jer. xli. 17 (“habitation”), to 
denote the Khan or caravanserai of Chimham the son of Barzillai, “ * by 
the side of’ Bethlehem,” on the road from Jerusalem to Egypt. LXX, 
ya0riowxaudci. See Chapter 111. p. 163. 


§ 91 . 

MIB’TSAR, ^^59, a ‘fortress:’ from to render inaccessible. The 
word is commonly used with Ir (§ 78), and rendered “ fenced city ; ” see 
Numb, xxxii. 17, 36; Josh, x, 20, xix. 35 ; 1 Sam. vi. 18 ; 2 Kings iii. 
19 ; X. 2 ; xvii. 9, xviii. 8 ; 2 Chron. xvii. 19, In 2 Kings viii. 12, and 
Numb. xiii. 19, it is rendered “strong-holds.” It is twice applied to 
Tyre ; in Josh. xix. 29, and 2 Sam. xxiv. 7. In the poetical books, the 
word is frequently used, as Ps, Ixxxix. 40; Isai. xvii. 3; Jer, i. 8; 


* The words used for the sacred “Ta- 
bernacle” of worship are Mialtcan and 
Ohel, the former signi^di^g the frame- 
work and interior part of the construc- 
tion ; the latter, the outer covering of 
the tent. 


* An instance of the strange incon- 
sistency of the present text of the LKX. 
In verse 12 we read ip cktivcus — ‘in tents' 
—but in verse 16 ip "ioiex ^ — in Succoth. 



JStbxm iii, 12 5 and is rendered by onr translainrs « fortress,” and 

defenoed city.” , , . ^ . 

From tile same root is also derived Bittsaron, wnioh is only 

used in Zeoh, ix. 12, and there rendered ‘^strong-hold,” 

§ 92 . 

HAOZ, til?)?, a ‘strong-hold:* from n?, to be firm. Used in Judg. vi. 
56, and there translated “rock,” elsewhere always employed in the 
poetical books— as Ps. xxvii. 1— strength j Ban. xi. 7, 19, “fortj” 10, 
“fortress.” It i? applied by Isaiah to Tyre, “ the strength, or strong- 
hold of the sea,** xxiii. 4, 11, 14 ; and in xxx. 2, 3, to “ the strength of 
Pharaoh,** and by Ezekiel— xxx. 15— to Sin (Pelusium), “ the strength 
of Egypt.** 

§ 93 . 


MAON, lil??, and M’ONAH, Hjil?)?, a dwelling-place or ‘den,* as of wild 
beasts : from ps?,“ to rest or fly for refuge. Used of lions, Job xxxviii. 

^ 40 ; Psalm civ. 22 ; Cant. iv. 8 ; E'ahum ii. 11, 12 ; Amos iii. 4 : and of 
other beasts. Job xxxvii. 8; Jer. ix. 11; x. 22; xlix. 33; li. 37. Of 
the dwelling-place of Jehovah at Shiloh, 1 Sam. ii. 29, 32; and at 
Jerusalem and Zion, Psalm xxvi. 8 ; Ixviii. 5 ; with the image of a lion, 
Psalm Ixxvi. 2, “in Salem is his ‘ leafy covert,* and his ‘ den * in Zion ** 
(t^ KaroiKYir/jpioj/ abrov). See Chap. III. p. 171. 


§ 94 . 

METSAB, and METSOOBAH, a ‘lair* (as of wild beasts) 

or ‘ fastness : * from to hunt or lay snares. The original moaning is 
seen from its use in Jer. xlvii. 41; Job xxxix, 28; and Ezek. xvii. 20, 
where the imagery is of birds of prey. Topographically it is applied to 
ike hill-forts of Jud£ea (1) generally, in 


Judges vi. 2. . . “strongholds” 

1 Sam. xxii. 4, 5 . . “the hold” 

1 Sam. xxiii. 14, 19, 29 “strongholds” 


1 Sam. xxiv. 22 . . “thohold” 

2 Sam. xxiii. 14 . . “an hold” 

1 OhroQ. xi. 16, xii. 8, 16 “ the hold” 
Ezek. xxxiii. 27 . . “the forts” 


Kp^fiaard, 
rp vepioxv. 

iv roit erwois and iv M«rr* 
<rapd iv rots arevots.^ 
els r^v Metreepd orrevfiv, 
ry vepioxp- 

ry treptoxy and fityfiBttav^ 
rereiXiffixivais, 


* In 1 Chron. iv. 41. D'jwq is ren- 
dered “habitations,** but by the LXX 
and it is now generally accepted 
that the Mehunims are here referred to, 
a tribe mentioned also in 2 Chron. xxvi. 
17 . 

, * This is a good example of a frequent 
aanse of redundancy in the Septuagint 


text. The iv ro'is crevots is a marginal 
gloss or explanation of which 

is itself a (corrupt) literal rendering 
of the original Idebrew g^ord. The glom 
was in time taken into the text, and it 
nouj^istamls side by aide with the word it 
was Intended to explain. (See Erankel, 
Yorstudien zu der ^ptuaginta, 70 — 77.) 


AFFKlfDIX. 


m 


And (2) speoxally to tho citadel of Zion, See Chapter 111. p. 17i> 
noU» 


2 Sam. y. 7 
9 
17 

1 Chron. xi. 5, 7 

la 


the BtroBgliold*’ 
“ the fort” 

« the hold” 

“ the castle ” 
‘Hhehold” 


LXXy 4 vtptoxfl* 

. 0 


The most remarkable instance however, and the best exemplification 
of the meaning of the word, is in the rock of “ Masada,” evidently the 
Grecised form of Metsad, the last refuge of the Jewish insurgents near 
the Dead Sea, now Icnown as Sebbeh. See Chapter VII. p. 296. 

Besides the above, the word is frequently used in tho poetical books, 
often in connection with Sela and Tsur, and is variously rendered 
‘‘ munitions,” “ fortress,” and defence.” In the case of Isaiah xxxiii. 
16, the LXX rendering of the word led to the tradition of the Cave of 
the Nativity at Bethlehem. See Chap. XIV. p, 441, note. 

*■ 

§ 95. 

MATSOR, and M’TSOORAH, n-pHD, a ‘fort:» from (the root 
also of Tzur) to bind together. Used alone (2 Chron. xi, 10), and with 
Ir (J 78) to express tho fortified towns of Judah and Benjamin, in 
2 Chron. viii. 5; xi. 5, 10, 11, 23 ; xii. 4 ; xiv. 6, — passages in which it 
is variously rendered fenced,” “for defence,” “fenced cities,” and 
“strongholds.” Once applied to Tyre, Zech. ix. 3. Also used in 
poetical passages for the offensive works of a siege, and rendered 
“siege,” “bulwarks,” and “forts;” see Deut. xx, 19, 20; xxviii. 63, 
&c. ; Isai. xxix. 3 ; Nah. hi. 14. 

The similar word occurring in 2 Kings xix. 24 ; Isai. xxxvii. 26 ; 
and xix. 6, with lor (§ 36), is, as has been pointed out in that place, 
probably to be translated Egypt (Mitsraim). 


§ 96 . 

MIS*TAR, hiding-place : from “VDD, to cover or hide. Used in the 

poetical books only ; (1) of the lurking-places of Hons, Ps. xvii. 12 ; 
Lament, hi. 10 : and of violent men, Ps. x, 8, 9 ; Ixiv. 4 ; Hab. hi. 14 ; 
(2) of a shelter, Isai. iv. 6; and (3) concealment, Jer. xiii. 17; xxiii. 
24; xlix. 10, The English rendering is “secret place,” and (once) 
“ covert.” See § 23, k. 


§ 97 . 

SEOHOB, 211 rn, the open space before ‘the gates of the city; such as is 
always found before the walls of Oriental towns— -in the Arabian ^ 
Nights usually called “the mounds;” from to be broad. 

a(M2 



m AppKNi)ix. . 

That this and not a street in the city is meant» apj^ears from Qen. 
xlx. If 2 ; Judg, zix. 15, 16, 20 ; 2 Sam. xxi, 12 ,* 2 Chron. xxxii. 6 ; 
Ileh. 1, 3, 16; Job xxix. 7. 

It is probably the same word that in the New Testament is translated 
iy6pa (except in speaking of Greek towns, as Acts xvi. 19 ; xvii. 17, 
where is the square in the centre of the city), and occasionally 
vXoTfia ; see especially Eev. xi. 8 ; xxi. 21 ; xxii. 2, which on other 
occasions may be used for squares within the city, but more probably for 
streets 

In the Auth. Vers. Reohob and wXarera are always rendered ** street ” 
except in the three following passages from the poetical books, where, 
with a reference to its root, the word is translated ** broad places ” ox 
broad ways: ” Cant, iii, 2 j, Jerem. v, 1 ; Nah. ii. 4. 

Three places in Palestine derive their name from Eechob : two in 
Adier, Josh. xix. 28, 30; Judg. i. 31 ; one of which was allotted to the 
Levites (xxi. 31). A third was on the northern frontier, Num. 
xiii. 21 ; apparently the same place that in Judg, xviii. 28 is called 
Beth-rehob. Thus^in 2 Sam. x. 6 and 8, Eehob and Beth-rehob are 
tised interchangeably. 

Besides these are Rchoboth” or Rehoboth by the River” (i. e. 
Euphrates), Gen. x. 11 ; ;£xxvi. 37 ; 1 Chron. i, 48. The meaning of 
the word is given in the naming of a well, Gen. xxvi. 22. 


^ 98 . 

enUTZ, properly the external wall of a building, and hence 

applied to whatever is outside the house or city. Thus the word is used 
adverbially in numerous instances for '‘without” or “abroad,” See 
Gen. vi, 14 ; Deut. xxxii, 25 ; Lev. xiv. 8 ; &c. &c. Hence it came to 
mean the “street” as opposed to the “house,” as in Job xxxi. 32; 
Iskiah xlii. 2 ; Lam. iv, 5 ; and thus finally for a “ street ” absolutely, 
as in 1 Kings xx, 34 ; Jerem. xi. 13 ; xxxvii. 21 (“the bakers^ street”). 

, The word appears in the following proper name, Kirjath-Awsoth, 
Num. xxii. 39, margin “ city of streets,” but LXX, iroXetj as 

if from Hwer, (§ 83). 


§ 99 . 

SH'CK, a ‘street;* from to run. It occurs only in the four 
following passages, Prov. vii. 8 ; Eccl. xii, 4, 5 ; and Cant. iii. 2 ; in 
each of which it is rendered “ street ; ** LXX, 8to8oy, &7^pa. 


1 “Street” Is expressed by in Testament is “mirket'place” and 
Matt. vi. 2; Luke xiv. 21 (“lane”); “market.” 

Acts ix. 11; xli. 10. In the New 
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VIII.— THE SEA AND ITS SHOEES. 

§ 100 . 

IAM| the sea ” — deiivation unknown, but applied to all large pieces 
of water. 

1. With the article — ** Ha-Iam** — it is the Mediterranean, Josh. xr. 47 ; also 

called the great sea,” Num. xxxir. 6^ 7 ; the “hinder,” or “west- 
ern sea,” Deut. xi. 24. From this application it is used for “the 
west,” even in speaking of countries where the situation of the Medi- 
terranean is not in the west, as of Egypt (Exod. x. 19), or Arabia (Exod. 
xxvii. 13, xxxviii. 12). 

2. The * sea of weeds,’ (lam-Suph) for the two branches of the Ked Sea* See 

Chap. I. pp. 6, 6. 

8. “The Sea of Chinnereth,” for the sea of dalilee, Num. xxxir. 11, comp. 
Isa. ix. 1. Possibly this is intended in Dent, xxxiii. 23, where the 
word rendered “ west” is lam, meaning equally sea. See Chap. X* 
p. 373, 

4. The “salt sea,” Gen. xiv. 3; “sea of the ‘desert^’” Deut. ir. 49; 

“eastern sea,” Josh. ii. 20 ; Zech, xiv. 8, for the Dead Sea. 

5. It is also applied to great rivers, as the Nile, Jer. xix. 3 ; Nab. ill 8 ; 

Ezek. xxxii. 2 ; (as is still the Arabic JBahr ) ; and to the Euphrates, 
Isai. xxvii. 1 ; Jcr. li. 26. 

It is also applied to the laver in the Temple, 1 Kings xxr. 18 ; 
1 Chron. xviii. 8. 

It is always translated ** sea^’ in the A. Y. except when used for 
“ west.” 


§ 101 . 

CHOPH, ‘sea-shore,’ from HSH, to wash away — Gen. xlix. 13, 

“haven;” Deut. i. 7, “side;” Josh. ix. 1, “coasts;” Judg. v. 17, 
“shore;” wopdAtor, Uttus tnarist 

For the words for the banks of a river, see § 34, 

§ 102 . 

MIPH’EATZ, ‘kay,’ or creek, from to break. OocuTH only in 

Judg. V. 17, “breaches,” See Chapter VI, p. 265. 


§ 103 . 

MACHOZ, tin^, “ haven.” Ps. ovii. 30. 



the following are the worde us^ for the waves of the sea : 

GAL) bj) (literally ‘heap’) plur. Gallim, See, amongst others, Job zzxviiu 
It ; Ps. Ixv. 1; Isa. xlvili. 18; Ezek. xvi. 3; Zech. x. 11, all waves;’^ 
Ps. xlii. 7, billows.*' 

DACI, '' 35 , only in Ps. xoiii. 3, ‘‘waves.” 

MISH’BAB, *^3^9, (metaphorically for the waves of trouble) seo 2 Sam. 
-ririf 6; Ps* adii. 7, “waves;” Jon. ii. 3, “billows.” 

BAMAH, n^3, a high place, is used only in Job ix. 6, for the ridges of 
the waves of the sea. ^ 
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TkefoUming abbreviations are employed in this Index: — Pal. Palestine ; 
M. Mountain: R. River : L. Lake; N. North; 8. South; E. East; 
W. West; O. T. Old Testament: N, T. Neto Testajnent; A. V, 
Authorised Version of the Bible ; Words preceded by -j * — as f Abel— 
are Hebrew topographical termsy which will be found at large in thf 
Appendix; Arabic names are put in Italics* 


Aaaov: his death on Mount Ilor, 86; 

“Hill of Aaron,” 28, 43. 

Abana, K. (Barada) 110, 414^, 

Abarim, M., 200, 300. 

Abel : legendary site of his death, 407* 
fAbel (meadow), 492, 

Abel-ineholah, 309. 

Abel-beth-inaachah, 390 note* 
Abel-Shittim, 298. 

Abila, 298 note, 

Abila (capital of Abilene), 407- 
Abimelech : his conspiracy at Shechem, 
239. 

Abou‘Simbily 1 . 

A boU‘Zenneh ; grave of horse o^ 69. 
Aboutiy-Suleman : rock of, 80. 

Abraham : in Egypt, xxx., Iv. ; his wells 
at Beersheba, 21, 148 ; oaks of, at 
Mamre and Moreh, 103, 142, 143 ; 
view of Sodom, 131 ; and of Moriah, 
131, 250; “Abrah^’s house,” at 
Hebron, 143 ; and tomb, 149 ; his 
meeting with Melchizedek, 249 ; 
sacrifice of Isaac, 250 ; pursuit of 
Cbedorlaoroer, 288, 

Absalom : his death, 144, 477. 

Acacia (Shittiro), 20, 68, 298, 343 note, 
Accho (sandy) : modern Acre, 113, 204 ; 

key of PaL , its many sieges, 266, 260. 
Achan : cairn over, 119 note* 
f Achu (Nile-meadow), 492. 

Adonis^ Elver, 269. 


Adullam : its locality, 269 note, 
Adummim : Pass of, probably scene of the 
Good Samaritan, 313, 424; meaning 
of word, 424 note, 

.Xnon (springs), 811, 611. 
fAgam (pond), 618. 

Agricultural plains of Palestine, 136, 136, 
Abijah, the Shilonite : tomb of, 232 note, 
Ai : battle of, 202 ; meaning of word, 
119, 203 mte; possibly Td-tl-Hajar, 
204, 206 note ; three towns so called^ 
119 note, 

+Ain (spring), 147, 408, 609. 
Ai7i-el’Wed)€h : not Kadesh, 96. 

Ain Fasaelf 305 note, 

AinFijehy 405, 414A. 

Ainjahlood (Spring of Goliath), 342 note,. 
Ain Sultan, 306. 

Ajalon (stags), valley of, 162 note, 207. 
AjerUd, 29, 66. 

Akdba (defile), town of, 10, 84, 98. 
Akaba, gulf of : see Gulf of A. 

Ak$a : see Bl-Aksa, 
t Alien, Allah (oak), 141 note, 620. 
Allon>Whuth (Oak of tears^ 143 note, 
220, 225, 620. 

Amalekites : their ancient power, 26 ; on 
S. of Pah, 133, 160 ; inenrsions 
into Pal., 340 ; “Mountain of A.,** 
237 note, 

Amanus, M., 109. 
fAmmah, Hill o^ 497. 
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Amorites (moimtidneert;, 1^3. 

Amos : hia slltisions to earthqtiake^ 125, 
XS5.. 

Anatlmth, 214. 

Andromeda, Rocks of,” 275. 

Anemones of fal., 99, 139. * 

Animal worsMp of Egypt, xxxi ; liu. 
Annunciation, Ghurchof the, at Nazareth, 
444 : see Spring of A. 

AntULehanon, 110 ; villages and gardens 
0 ^ 13C ; trees of, 140 note, 

Antioch, described by Mr. Fremantl6|414^. 
Antipatris, 276. 

Antonia tower, 180. 
fAphik (body of water), 508. 

Apocryphal Gospels : contrast with the 
canonical, 417 ; real source of earliest 
local traditions, 417, 440; their 
record Cf the Nativity, 440 note; 
and of the Annunciation, 444. 
Apostles, the : their connexion with 
Ceesarea, and the Plain of Sharon, 
262, 263. 

•^Ar (city). See Ir. 

^Arabah : its meaning in the Bible, 284 
notef 288 note, 294 no^c, 297, 487. 

Arabah, the,” 5, 85 ; its slope from E. 
to W., 85 ; apparently “Wilderness 
of Ziii,” 92. 

Arad, 160 and wo^c, 161. 

Aram (Syria) : meaning of, 129. 
Aram-naharaim (Mesopotamia), 129 note, 
Aram of Damascus : A. Zobah, A. 

Maachah, A. beth-Rehob, 129 note, 
Araunah's tbreshing-floor, 249; accord- 
ing to Professor Willis, the Sakrah, 
180. 

Ard-cl-Harrma, 868. 
tAremon (keep of a palace), 526.* 
Ar-Geiizim, 249. See Gerizim. 

Ariel (lion of God), 171. 

AHmathea ; derived from Ramathaim, 
224. 

Ar>Magedon, Plain of Esdraelon : deri- 
vation of the word, 249, 838 note, 
Areufy 275. 

Aaaf: aeoLaeaf, 

Asoalon, 257 ; the prophetical curse on, 
272, 273. 

“Ascension;” summit of Olivet, 186. 
Ascension, Church of Ihe, ou Olivet ; an- 
tiquity of site, 452 ; does not com^ 
memorate the Ascension, which took 
place at Bethany, 453. 

Ascent to Pal. from the Desert, 102, 180. 
Ashdod, 256. 

Ashdoth-Pisgah, 298 note, 508. 

Asher : obscurity of, 265 ; richness of his 
possession, 362. 
fAsherah (“grove”), 521. 

Ass : tradition of the, at Bethany, 190 
note^ 155. 


Assyria ; first invasion of Pal. by, 288» 
Astarte : groves of, 144, 897, 521. 
Attdka: see Jebel A, 

Auwal^, R, (Bostrenus), 269. 

Aven (naught), 222 note. See Bethaven. 
Avim, or Avites (dwellers in ruins), 119 
note. 526. 

Ayun Moitsa (wells of Moses), 67. 
A 2 aioth“Tabor, 495. 

Azubah : Hebr. word for deserted town, 
119 note. 


.jOaalbec, 408. 

Ibaal-tamar, 146. 

Balaam : his view of Israel, 131, 299, 
821. » 
tBamah (wave), 534. 

JBanias, 398. 

Baptism : of John, 311 ; spread of the 
rite of Baptism, 313. 

Barada, R. (Abana or Pharpar) : its 
course, 110, 282, 414A; vegetation 
on its banks. 414A; Pass and Br. of 
Sdlc B,, 400. 

Basalt: of Sinai, 81 ; of Basban, 390 note, 
Bashan, 322 ; oaks of, 144, 324 ; cattle 
of, 324, 390; “Mountain of B.,” 
Antilibanus, 114 note, 

Bati flaky plain of, 371. 

Beatitudes : see Mt. of B. 

Bedouin characteristics of the Trans- 
Jordanic Tribes, 326 ; of Jephthah, 
S27 ; Elijah, 328, 356 ; and John 
the Baptist, 311. 

Bedouins ; permanence of their habits, 
23, 30 notCy 69 ; their heathenism, 
56 ; their incursions into Palestine, 
136. 

fBeer, a well, as contradistinguished from 
a spring, 147, 512. 

Beeroth {El Bireh)y 213. 

Beersheba ; wells of, 21, 148, 159, 161. 
Beit J)ejan, 256, 

Beit Likhiy 208. 

Beit Nvhay 208 ; encampment of Richard 
I., 213. 

Beit Sirchy 208. 

Beit’Ur eUtahti (Beth-horon the Upper), 
208. 

BeU-ur el-foha (Beth-horon the Nether), 
208. 

tBeka or Bikah, Hebrew word for Plain, 
400, 484. 

Bekda : see El B, 

Bela (Zoar), transitional meaning of, 289, 
Belus, R., 336, 505. 

Benl-Hassan, tombs of, on the Nile, 
xxxvii. 

Benjamin : early alliance with Ephraim 
and Manasseh, 200, 229 ; importance 
of the Passes and Heights of, 200, 21^ 
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tBeafecah (a pool), 613. 

Bestin; B&b Jebel £, 

+J3eth or Baith (house), 528. 

Beth*ab}ira (house of ford), 310 ; doubt- 
ful reading of the "word, 310 note, 
343. 

Bethany (house of dates) ; origin of name, 
145, 186 ; roads from B. to Jerus., 
168, 190 ; described, 189 ; now El 
Azarieh, 190 j home of Christ and 
scene of the Ascension, 194, 195, 
454. 

Bethaven (house of naught) : Bethel, 205, 
222 ; LXX reading of, 222 note. 
Bethel (house of God) : oak of, 143 ; 
Palm ti'ce of Deborah at, 145 ; 
Forest of, 121, 205, 308 ; excavated 
tombs round, 148, 223 ; view from, 
of Abraham and Lot, 131, 218 ; 
halting-place of Abraham, 217 ; 
and of Jacob, 219 ; its unimpressive 
situation, 156 ; analogy with Jems., 
221 ; importance to northern kingdom, 
220 ; in direct thoroughfare of Pal., 
217 ; Schools of Prophets at, 222. 
Beth-haC“Corem (house of the vine), 166 
note, 490 note. 

Beth-horon (house of caves) ; upper and 
nether, 208 ; Battle of, 209, 
Beth-horon : LXX. reading of B.-avenin 
1 Sam. xiii. 5, 223 note. 
Beth-jcsimoth (house of the wastes), 298 
note, 4S8. 

Beth-lehem (house of bread), type of a 
Judaean village, 163 ; vineyards at, 
138 ; Ilachors sepulchre, 149 ; 
Church of Nativity at, 141, 438 j 
Grotto of Nativity, 163, 439. 
Beth-marcaboth (house of chariots), 160. 
Both-phage (house of figs), 187 note, 422. 
Beth-saitla (house of fit'h) : origin of 
name, 375 note\ tho Eastern B., 
381, 527. 

Beth-shan (Behan), 340 note, 346. 
Bethulia, perhaps Nanwr, 247, 
fBirah (palace), 524, 525. 

Birds of Egypt, xxxvi. ; of Geunesareth, 
427, 429. 

Bh'-el-Khchir (well of the chief), 213. 
■tBittzaron, stronghold, 530. 
Blanche-gardo : possibly Libnah, 207 
•mie, 258, 521. 

Bologna; Ch. of St. Stephen at, illus- 
trating the House of Loretto, 449. 
+B6r, a cistern or pit, 614. 
ll^strenus, E. (Awalay), 269, 406 note. 
Bowring : his report on Syria, 120 note. 
Bozez (shining) ; crag at Michmash, 205, 
Burial-places : absence of regard for, 
amongst the Jews, 1'50, 302. 
Burzeh, 414/j. 

Bvitm (Terebinth), 141. 


Cabal : district given by Solomon to 
Hiram, 364. 

Csesai'ea : built by Herod, 261 ; the 
capital of Eomaii Palestine, 261 ; 
its connection with Apostolic his- 
tory, 262. 

Ciesarea-Philippi : its varied associations, 
397 ; northernmost point of our 
Lord’s journeyings, 899, 419, 

Caimo, Bernardino i his ** Palestina** at 
Varallo, 449. 

Caipha, 113, 265 ; anciently, Sycami- 
nopolis, 146. 

Cairo : view from, xxxiii. ; old Cairo or 
Fostat, xxxiii., 308 note. 

Cairns, monumental: of the Jews, 119 
note. 

Caleb : his family and portion, 161, 164, 
165. 

Callirhoe : warm spring on shore of 
Dead Sea, 295. 

Calvary : meaning of, 460 note. 

Cambyses : in Egypt, xl. ; his death at 

. Ecbatana, 353. 

Cana : doubtful site of, 367. 

Canaan (the Lowland), 267. 

Canaanites, 134, 136 ; their cliariots, 
135, 392. 

Candlestick : lighted at P. of Tabernacles, 
428. 

Capernaum ; known in the 4th century, 
384 ; various sites conjectured for, 
384 note, 

tCaphar (hamlet), 527. 

Caphar-Saba : ancient name of Antipa- 
tris, 276, 627. 

Caper plant (Lasaf), 21, 70, 81. 

tCarmel : promontory of, 264 ; its 
abundance of wood, 352 ; “ The 
Park” of Pal., 352 ; Convent of, 
352 ; Pythagoras on, 353 ; scene of 
Elijah’s sacrifice, 854 ; meaning of 
word, 490, 

Carmel, in S. of Judah, 100, 101, 485, 
490. 

Carob tree, 146. 

Casius, M., 109. , 

Castle of Penitent Thief, 207. See Za* 
droon. 

Cataracts of the Nile : the first, xlvL ; the 
second, liii. 

fCatepli (shoulder of a mountain), 199 
note, 496. 

Catherine, St. : see Jehel Katherin, 

Caves : of Pal. generally, 151, 204, 516 ; 
used for shelter and concealment, 
151, 152 : not used for worship in 
early times, 152 ; but in modem 
times selected for sacred localities, 
153, 440 ; Caves of Hermits, 153 ; 
of Carmel, 352 ; of Paneas, 898 ; of 
EUjali at Sinai, 49. 
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Cedars of Lelmnon, 414—414(1 : 140. 
Cephas, 500. 
fCephim (rocks), 406. 
tOeroth (wells), 514. 

Cestias : defeated at Beth*hoion, 212. 
Chariots of Canaanites, 184,^892. 

Chariot roads of Pal, 135. 
tOhatser (enclosure or village), 160, 
525. ' 

fChamh (tent villa^), 526. 

Chebar, R. ; vegetation on, 122, 
tChebel (district), 494. 

Chedorlaomer, 288, 295. 
tCbelkah (plot), 493. 

Cherith, Brool^ 505 ; possibly Wddy 
Keltf 305 note. 

Chiinham, Inn or khan of, 163, 529. 
Chinncroth : name tf district of Oen- 
nesoreth in 0. T., 873. 

Chittim (Cyprus), 115, 300 note, 406. 
+01iopb (sea shore), 583. 

+Chor (hole), 516. 

•hChoresb (wood), 517. 

Christian Year, The : IHustrations of 
^ Sinai, 19, 22, 69 ; of Palestine, 115, 
140, 299 ; of Gennesareth, 371 ; of 
Jenisalem, 472 note. 
d-Chuts (street), 532. 

Chrysorrhoas, R., 409. 

tOiccar, 284 329 noUf 863, 488. 

•KJisloth (loins of a mountain), 496. 

Cities : of Judah on hill tops, 161, 163, 
837 ; of Samaria in valleys, 337 ; of 
Philistia and Esdraelon, on slopes, 
337 ; of Phoenicia, 266. 

« City of David” (Zion), 177, 192. 
Cleopatra, 11., 309. 

Climate of Judsea : evidences of change 
In, 120, 128 note. 

CcBle*Syria, 410, 400. See El BeJeda, 
^naculum, the, on Mt. Zion, 456. 
Colossal statues in Egypt : at Thebes, 
xxxviii. ; at Ipsambul, li. ; at Old 
Memphis, Ivi# 

Colours of the Rocks of the Desert, 10, 
70 ; of Petra, 87, 91. 

Constantine : his Basilica at Jerusalem, 
180, 460 ; abolished worship of 
Abraham's oak, 143. 

Conversion of St. Paid, reputed site of, 412. 
Copts : their chapel at the H. Sepulchre, 
465. 

Coral of the Red Sea, 83. 

Corn-fields of Philistia : their importance, 
136, 258 ; of Jacob's settlement at 
Shechem, 233, 236. 

“Corruption, Mt. of:” probably the 
“ Viri Galilwi,” 188 note. 

Crocodiles in Egypt, xxxviii. ; River of, 
in Sharon {Moi Temah)^ 276 note. 
Crusaders, 369, 448 ; their treatment of 
theSakrah, 179,. 180. 


Crusades, 265, 437. 

Cypresses of Lebanon, 140 note. 

Cyprus (Chittim), visible from Lebanon, 
115; its signification in Balaam*# 
vision, 300 note. 

Dagon, 256, 278. 

Daimanutha, 383 note, 

Damascus : situation of^ 41 4t; legend of 
Mahomet's view over, 132, 218, 
4144 ; localities of, 4141;, 414m, 

Dan, tribe of: link between Philistines 
and Israel, 258 ; mention of, in the 
blessing of Jacob and of Moses, 396. 

Dan, city, 395, 400. 

David : tomb of, 149, 456; his flight up 
Olivet, 188 ; and into Gilead, 329 ; 
lamentation for Jonathan, 345. 

David, city of (Zion), 177, 192. 

Dead Sea : difference of depth at N. and S., 
289 ; depressed level of surface, 2^0 ; 
saltness, 292 ; and desolation, 292 ; 
island in, 293 ; named in Ezekiel's 
vision, 294 ; contrast with Gennesa- 
reth, 374, 376. 

DelheUer-Bandeh : sandy strip’ between 
the Tlh and the T6r, 8. 

Debir, 161. 

Deborah: palm of, 145; oak of, 143, 
220, 225 ; song of, 326, 339. 

Beir (convent), the, probably tbe sanc- 
tuary of Petra, 95, 96. 

Delphi : its impressiveness, 156 ; and 
desolation, 195. 

Demoniac of Gadara, 380 ; why not men- 
tioned by St. John, 419. 

Dendera, liv, 

Derceto (fish goddess), 256. 

Dervishes, 311. 

Dio-Ciesarea {Sepphoru)^ 365. 

Dog River {Nahr-el’Kelb)^ 117, 269. 

Doga at Jezreel, 350. 

Dor (Te7Uura)f 260. See Naphath-Dor. 

tDothain, Dothan {J>otan\ 247, 516. 

Doves, the Sacred, of Venus, 257. 

Druses : theii* yearly sacrifice at Carmel, 
354. 

Bithyy M. (“Little Hermon”), 336. 

Ddk (Docus) : stream by JericbO) 306. 


Earthquakes in Palestine, 124, 151 note^ 
184, 286 ; origin of name “ Bela,” 
289. 

Ebal, M. {Imad-ed-JDeen) :derhntion oi 
the name, 237 nofe, 238, 239 note. 

Ecbatana : village below Carmel, 353. 

Egypt : connexion of with Israel, xxx. 

Egyptian scalptare[%on the rocks of Sinai, 
23, 71 ; and other remains in the 
Peninsula, 49. 

Ehudy 231. 
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M-Aaay^ E. (Orontes), 231 note. 

El Ahia, dome of^ 198. 

Elon (tree)^ 518, 519. 

fEkh (terebinth), 21 ?iote, 141, 519 ; 
vaUeyof,207, 481. . 

Elath, or Eloth (trees) : the modem 
Ahaba, 20, 84, 519. 

El-Amneh (Bethany), 190. 

EUBekda, 104 note, 411, 477. 

El Bireh (Beeroth), 213. 

Elevation of the whole of Pal., 102, 128. 

El-Haram Ali tbnAleim, 275. 

El-HessvA, 72. 

Elijah, 222, 308, 311, 353 ; his sojourn 
at Zarephath, 268 ; his Bedouin cha- 
racteristics, 311, 328, 356 ; his sa- 
crifice on Carmel, 353, 356, 507 ; his 
traditional resting-place near Bethle- 
hem, 155 ; his cave at Sinai, 49. 

^‘Elijah’s melons,” 154. 

Elim, springs of, 20, 37, 69, 519. 

Elisha, 248, 309. 

El‘Jib (Gibeon), 215. 

El’Kda (sandy plain betwixt Sinai and 
the sea), 9. 

El-Khudr (the Prophet Elijah), 268, 
414A, note, 

El-Maharrakah (the burnt sacrifice) ; spot 
on Carmel, 354. 

Elton (Salt-lake of Asia), 292 note. 

*f*E!uek (valley), 481. 

En : see Ain. 

En-dov, 345. 

En-eglaim (spring of calves), Callirhoe, 295. 

Eii-gannim (spring of gardens), 349 note, 

En-gcdi (spring of kid), 144, 147, 295, 

Kn-rogel, 184, [509, 510. 

Ephraim ; tribe of, dominant for 400 
years, 229 ; mountains of, 231, 243. 

Ephraim, Forest of, 329. 

“Ephraim, the city called Ophrah and 
Taiyibeh, 214. 

Er-Rani (Hamah of Benjamin), 213 ; one 
of the supposed sites of Hamah of 
Samuel, 2 A. 

Esdraelon ; plain of, 335 ; peculiarity in 
situation of its villages, 337 ; battles 
of, 338, 302; battle-field of Pal., 
337, 356; on the thoroughfare of 
Pal., 348, 356. 

Eshcol (cluster), valley of, 164. 

tEshed, 505. See Ashdoth. 

4Eshel (Tamarisk), 21 note, 520. 

Esmunazar, Plueniciau inscription of, 
256 note, 277. 

Essenes, 296, 311. 

Etam, the cliff, 258 note, 259.. 

fEtz (tree), 518. 

Euphrates: “The lliver,” 476, 502 ; al- 
lusion to, in Balaam’s prophecy, 299. 

“ Evil Counsel, Hill of,” 186. 

Ewald : on the Wanderings of Israel, 24; 


the cave of Elijah, 49 note; Amoriies, 
133 note; Jehus, 177 note;* Abime- 
lec^ 239 note; Gilga), 308 note; 
Ahimaaz’ running, 329 note; Mt. 
Gilead, 342 note : See also the notes 
to 231. 232, 826, 367, 896, and 
Appendix paesim, 

EzekieVs vision of a river issuing from 
Jems., 131, 181, 294; representa- 
tion of Tyre as a sliip, 270. 

Ezion-geber, 84 note, 518. 


Falaise, tannery at, 274. 

Fastnesses of Judah, 162. See Masada. 
Fellah, meaning of word as contrasted 
with Bedouin, 22 note, 

Feirdn, See Wddy F, 

Fenced cities of fiudah, 163. 

Fergusson, James : his opinion on the 
Sakrah, 180; on Zion, 171 note, 174 
note ; on site of Church of the 
pulchre, 469 note, 

Feshkah, 496. 

“Field, the” ; of Shechem, 236, 247 ; of 
the Vale of Siddim, 288 ; of Moab, 
299, 321. See Sadeh. 

Figtrees: on Olivet, 145, 187; parable 
of, 421, 422. See Bethphage. 

Fish : abundance of, in Geimesareth, 375, 
377; Joshua’s law concerning, 375; 
none in the Dead Sea, 292 note ; in 
the river of Rabbath Ammon, 323, 
Flocks and herds of Peraes, 324. 

Flowers : in the south of Pal., 99, 103 ; 
profusion of scarlet, 139 ; abound 
at Nazareth, 865; “lilies,” 429. 
Fords of Jordan, 304, 310, 327, 329. 
Forests of Pal., 121, 307, 320 note, 329, 
362. 

Fortifications of Jerusalem, 181, 

Fo9ta;t (old Cairo), xxxiii., 308 note. 
“Frank mountain:” Herodiou, 168; 
according to Gesenius, site of Ramah 
of Samuel, 225 ; Jehel er-Fureidii^ 
166, 518. 

Frederick Barbarossa : buried at Tyre, 
270. 

Friday : legendary origin of its sacreduess 
to Mussulmans, 211 note, 

Fureixt : see Jehel F, 

FureidU: see Jehd er-F, 


Gad : a pastoral tribe, 825 ; but warlike^ 
327. 

Gadara ; remains of Roman road at) 136; 
tombs at, 880, 

Gadites, their passage of the Jordan, 308* 
+Gai (ravine), 482. 

tClal (cairn), 119 note, 203 note/ also 
spring, 512; and wave, 534. 





OalHjea^'dialect^ 364 note, 

QalUee; origia of word, 368; Mils of, 

; $64; torrents o( 43<l: chief scene 
of the History of Three Ghospels, 
4X3; Parables of which H. is the 
scene — ^the sower, 426 ; corn, 425, 
426; “tares,** 426, 421; architec- 
tural use of the word, 364. 

Galilee, Sea of; see Gennesareth. 

^♦Galilee,’* or “Viri Galilaei”; one of 
the summits of Oliret, 186 ; possibly 
the Mt. of Corruption of Solomon, 
138 note. 

Gardens of the East (N. T. &ypoi), 101 
note) in valleys of Sinai, 26, 62. 

Gaza, 256, 257, 262. 

Gazelles of Palestine, 20S, 880. 

tGeb (ditch), 515. 

^ba (Jeba), 213 ; oonfounded with 
Gibeah, 214 «o/c, 497. 

Gelel (mountain) : see Jebel, 

Glcdor, 159 note. 

* t^edoth (banks of a river), 603. 

Chihenna, 172. 

Ge-Hinnom (Ravine of H.), 172, 482. 

4Geliloth, 284 note, 294 no^e, S73 note, 
489. 

Gennesareth, Lake of : view of from 
Tabor, 369; described, 369, 370; de- 
pression of, and climate, 370 ; beach, 

871, 377, 873 ; vegetation, 371; 
has no associations with the 0. T., 

872, 380 ; Jewish belief that Mes- 
siah would rise from it, 372 ; called 
Ohinnereth in the 0. T., 373; copious 
springs on the W. shore, 373 ; re- 
calls the Valley of the Nile, 374 ; 
contrast with Dead Sea, 374 ; abund- 
ance of fish, 375, 377, 427 ; eastern 
shore, 370 ; traditional localities of 
the lake, 384 mytej derivation of 
name, 874 note, 

G^hnesareth, Plain of, 373, 382 ; ancient 
activity in, 375 ; its dense popula- 
tion, 876 ; contrast with the sur- 
rounding desert, 878 ; compared to 
Vale of Siddim, 374, 384 ; scene of 
the Sower and other Parables, 425 ; 
birds of, 427, 420. 

Geological features : of Syria, 4 ; of Sinai 
— limestone, 7, sandstone, 8, granite, 
10; of Palestine, 147, 150, 154. 

Gerar, valley of, 150. 

Gerizi, or Qerizites (1 Sam. xxvii. 8), 
237 note, 240. 

Gerizim) M. : probable scene ofAbraliam’s 
meeting with Melchizedek, 288, 248, 
252 ; address of Jotham &om, 230 ; 
sUll Sanctuary of Samaritans, 240 ; 
visible from Plain of Sharon, 251, 
260, 276. 

i^mth (inn), S29» 


Gethsemane : traditional site of, 466* 
OhdUiaUh : see Wddy O, ^ 

QhoT, the (Jorditn r&lley), 288, 201 
487* 

Gkwtundel: see Wddy G. 
tGibeah (a hill), 41, 807 note, 342 wAe, 
497 ; comp, 214 note, 

Gibeah of Saul {Tul^ el^Fut), 218, 217. 
Gibeon {El- Jib), 215 ; high-place of 
Glbeon, (Nebi Samuel), 216. 

Gideon, 229, 247, 841, 844. 

Gilboa, M., 336 ; bare hills of, 337 ; 
battle of, 328, 338, 844 ; spring on, 
842 ; possibly alluded to in Judg* 
viL 3, 342 note, 

Gilead (heap of witness), 323 note ; moun- 
tains of, 822. 

Gilgal, 307 ; its successive history, 308 ; 
mention of, with Gerizim, 238 note ; 
possibly two places of the name, 308 
note, 

Gischala : birth-place of St. Paul, accord- 
ing to Jerome, 201 note, 

Golan, 389. 
fGoommatz (pit), 516. 

Goshen (frontier), in Egypt, xxxi., xxxvii. 

and on S. of Pah, 150. 

Gospels : differences between the 

three and the fourth, 418 ; Aprery- 
phal Gospels, 417, 440, 444, 

Granite of Sinai, 10, 11. 

Greece : change of climate through loss 
of wood, 120 ; connexion of its 
locality with its history, xiv, 

Greek and Roman names in Pah, 233, 329; 

their transitoriness, 264, 276, 381. 
Grottoes : selection of, for the sacred 
localities of Pah, 153, 439 ; Grotto 
of Nativity, 163, 439 ; of Ascension 
on Olivet, 153, 453 ; of' Annunci- 
ation, 443. 

Groves of Astarte, 144, 397, 406, 521. 
Guadalquivir, R. : derivation of name, 15, 
Guides, Arab, of Sinai, xxiv. note, 20 
note, 42, 78, 77, 86 note. 

Gulf of Akaba, 5, 83, 84 ; level of. 291, 
fGulloth (bubblings), 512. 

Hadad-Rimmon, 347. 

Hadjar, 60. 

Had jar Alouin, 326. 

“ Hamath : entering in of,*’ 414/. 
Hammath, 373. 
tHar (mountain) : see Hor. 
Haram-eS'Skenf (The Noble Sanctuary), 
i.e., the Mosque of Omar, 109. 
Hareth ‘.‘forest of, 121. 
ffarith : see Wddy H, ^ 

Harod (trembling) ; sprbg of, 342 noit, 
Hatbeya, R,, 394. ♦ 

Hattin : plain of, 868.; battle of, 347, 
860. See also Horns of H. 
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H&yemlck» oa Dan^ 400. 

Havoth-J air, 327, ^27 . See Chavvah. 

Ha«ar>attsiiQ (Village of Horses), 160. 

Hazaaon-tamar (Felling of Palm), ie. 
Bngedi, 144, 295. 

Hazer (Tent Village); frequent occurrence 
of the name in S. of Pal., 160. See 
Chatzer. 

Hazor : city of Jabin, on Merom, 891 ; 
its remains, 307 ; grove of Astarte 
there, 144, 397. 

Hebron : earliest city of Pal., 164 ; ap- 
proach to, 100 ; pools 0 ^ 102, 513, 
514 ; Mosque of, 101, 149. 

Helena : her church at Bethlehem, 439 ; 
and on Olivet, 452. 

Heliopolis (On), xxxiv., li. 

tHepher (pit), 615. 

Herder: on Mt. Tabor, 351 note; on 
tribe of Dan, 396. 

Hereford Cathedral : niediseval map there, 
116 note. 

Hermon, Mt., 109, 394, 399: its various 
names, 403; “dew of Hermon,” 
404 note ; Temples on, 405. 

Herod the Great : his buildings at Jerus, 
182 ; founder of Caesarea, 261; resi- 
dence at Jericho, 309 ; illness, 295. 

Herod Agrippa : his death, 262. 

Herod Antipos ; his buildings at Ti- 
berias, 374. 

Hieromax, 11. (Sheriat^el-Mandhtir)^ 
284 notCf 297, 303 note. 

“Hill country” of Judjea, 161. 

Hiram, 140 note, 364 note; tomb of, 277. 

Hobah, 414/-. 

Holy Places : theii’ interest, 437 ; list of 
the chief, 438. 

Holy Sepulchre, the : scope of the argu- 
ments for and against .the tradi- 
tional site of, 179, 407 ; diversity of 
its various architecture, 460 ; and 
worship, 461, 464 ; scene at Jiastcr, 
4,64-471 ; possible origin of these 
rites, 466 note. 

Hooker, Dr., on the Cedars of Lebanon, 
414, 414a, 414ci!. 

tHor orHar (Mountain), 41, 494. 

Hor : see Mount H. 

Iloreb: meaning of, 29; special use of 
the word, 29 note, 

Horites, 20 no<c, 516. 

“ Horns of Ilattin,” M., 336, 370. 

Hot springs of Peninsula of Sinai, 21 
note; of Palestine, 373. 

ffUlehf L. (Merom), 391 : name as old 
as the Crusades, 391 note. 

Hyaenas: see Zeboim. 

Hyssop, 21 notCf 69, 81. See Lasaff and 
Caper plant. 

Idumeea, 259. 

lim, or Ije-abarim, 119 note. 


lim, in S. of Judah, 119 note, 
Imid-el-'Deen (£bsJ), 238 note. 

Infantry ; strength of Israelite armies, 
185. 

fir or Ar (city), 521. 

Ipsamhul, 1., Ivi. 

Isaac : sacidhce of, 250; 

Ish-bosheth, 328. 

Issachar : territory of, and sluggish cha- 
racter of the tribe, 848, 362. 

Issus : bay of, 109. 


tJaar (forest), 517. 

Jabbok, R., 297. 

Jabesh-Gilead, 346. 

.Tabin, King of Hazor, 838, 391. 

Jacob, 176 : his vision at Bethel, 219 ; his 
first settlement in Pal., 236; his 
caution, 147, 241. . 

Jacob’s Well, 147, 240, 428. 

“ Jacob’s Tears,” 155, 247 note, 

+Jad, side of a river, 503. 

Jaffa (Joppa), 243 note^ 256, 261, 274. 

Jair, 327, 527. 

tJam (the sea, and the west), 116 note, 
comp. 373 ; 533. 

fJarden (Jordan), 606. 

Jasher, Book of, 210. 

Jeba (Geba), 214. 

Jehel Atdkak (M. of deliverance), 28, 66, 
67* 

Jehd Attarous: according to Burckhardt, 
Pisgah, 301 note, 

Jehel Bestin (St. Epiateme) or J, ed^Deir, 

77. 

Jebel ed-Deir (M. of the Convent) ; at 
Sinai, 46 ; ascent of, 77. 

Jehel el Bandt (M. of the Damsels), 30, 
80. 

Jehel er Fwreidie (Little Paradise), “the 
Frank Mountain,” 225. 

Jehel ct-Tur (Olivet), 186. 

Jehel Fureia: above WAdy er Rahah, 33. 

Jehd llaHhm, (M. Hor) : proofs of its 
identity, 86 nofe. 

Jehel Katheiin (M, St. Catherine) : why 
so called, 30, 46 Twte, 77 ; as^nt of, 
76 ; visible from J, ed-Deir, 78 ; 
and from the Pass of El-Wah^ 79. 

Jehel MUhaUeh (M. of writing), 60. 

Jd>d MHea (M. of Moses): traditional 
site of Sinai, 39 — 44 ; ascent of, 75 ; 
colours, 12 ; springs and vegetation 
on, 18, 19 ; valleys of, 26, 42 ; 
mysterious noises heard on, 14, 22 ; 
visible from J, ed-Deir, IS ; and from 
El-Wah, 79 ; no inscriptions, 60. 

Jehel Solab (M. of the Cross), J, ed-Deir, 

78. 

Jehus : siege and capture of, 172 : PQS^ 
sibly Zion, the “ upper city,” 177* 
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Jehosliapliat : valley 173. 

Jehu ; his pursuit ot Ahaziah^ 847* 
J&nin (Bn-ganmm), 849 note, 
fJeor ; special name of the Nile, xzzt., 
504. 

Jephthab, 827. 

i-Jarcah, ‘‘thigh** of a mountain, 496. 
Jeremiah: his lament over K. Josiah, 847. 
Jericho : of Palestine, 805 ; numerous 

streams near, 805, 806 ; palms at, 
145, 807. 

Jeroboam ; his temple at Beth-el, 221, 

222 . 

Jerome : his residence at Bethlehem, 
104, 442 ; on Ebal and Qerkim, 
238 note; on Salem of Melchizedek, 
250 note ; on Adummim, 424 note ; 
on the encampment by the Bed Sea, 
82 note ; on Kadeah, 93 note ; and 
on ]^t. Her, 95 note, 

Jerusalam: possible origin of the dual 
termination, 177 note, 

Jerusalem : great elevation of site, 129, 
170 ; first aspect disappointing, 1G6; 
constant view of mountains ofMoab, 
« 104, 167, 175, 300 ; compared in 

situation to Luxembourg, 167 ; 
ravines round, 167, 172, 174, 

482 ; grandeur of approach from 
the east, 168 ; protracted possession 
of it by the Jehusites, 170 ; empha- 
tically a mountain city, 170 ; lair of 
the Lion of Judah, 171, 529, 530 ; 
compactness of, 173 ; in what manner 
the mountains “stand round** it, 
174 ; comparison of site with that 
of Borne, 175 ; natural capital of 
Pal., 176 ; its position on the fron- 
tier of Judah and Benj., 176, .199; 
double nature of the city, 177 ; 
siege by Titus, 175, 178 ; Bock of 
the SaJcraJif 178 ; spring beneath 
'tile Temple, ISO ; has never over- 
stepped its walls, 181 ; walla built 
by Sultan Selim I., 182 ; its ancient 
splendour, 182 ; present ruinous 
condition possibly caused by earth- 
quakes, 184 ; entry of Christ to, 
190 ; visible from Mar Elias, 
251; prophetical denunciations of, 
273 ; tannery at, 274 ; Holy Places 
0^ 450 ; Church of Ascension, 462 ; 
tomb of Virgin, 454; Gethsemane, 
465 ; Coenaculum, 456 ; Holy 
Sepulchre, 467. 
fjeshimon (waste), 488. 

Jesreei : valley of, 836, 841 ; spring of, 
842, 345 ; park and palace of, 349 ; 
visible from Carmel, 856, 866. 

Job, Book of, 286 note, 492 note^ 605, 
John, St. : the scenes of his gospel 
chiefly in Jndsea, 418. 


John the Baptist : tomb at iSebastieh, 
246 ; scene of his preaching, and his 
outward aspect, 811 ; his ibod, 146. 

Jonathan ; his victory over the Philis- 
tines, 206, 214 ; David's lament 
over him, 846. 

+Jooval (floodstream), 608. 

Joppa, 118, 115 : derivation of name, 24«8 
note ; St. Peter at, 263, 27 4. 

Jordan (Descender), ^e : origin of the 
name, 284 ; extraordinary general 
character, 111 ; influence on the H. 
Land, 111 ; rapid descent and tor- 
tuous course, 282, 283 note ; changes 
in depth, 803, 804; terraces, 305 
note; Desert plain, 297, 298 ; jungle 
on banks, 284, 297 ; passage of, by 
Joshua, 304 ; fords of, 303, 811, 
827, 343 ; baptism of John, 812; 
bathing of the Pilgrims, 314 — 316 ; 
the Jordan between Geimesareth and 
Merom, 371 note; lower source at 
Tel-el-Kady^ 394 ; upper source at 
Banias, 396. See Jarclen. 

Joseph in Egypt, xxxi., xxxv., xxxii., 
xlv. ; at Dothan, 247. 

“Joseph's tomb*’ in the vale of She- 
chein, 148, 241 note, 

Josopli, Count of Tiberius, 384. 

Josephus : on the route of the Israelites, 
82, 34, 35, OOnote; on Horeb, 40 ; on 
the Bock of Moses, 47 ; onKadesh and 
Petra, 9 4 ; on the Earthquake of J eru- 
salem, 184; on valley of Shaveh, 249 
note; account of Moses’ death, 301 ; 
pn Galilee, 363 note; Gennesareth, 
374, 376 note; on Capernaum, 384 
note; on Bethsaida, 527. 

Joshua : his captuie of Ai, 202 ; the 
battle of Beth boron, 208 — 212 ; 
battle with Jabin, 391 ; legendary 
“tomb of Joshua** at head of L. 
Merom, 393 note: law respecting 
fish in Gennesareth, 375 ; passage 
of Jordan, 304. 

Joshua, hook of : impoilance for geo- 
graphy of Pal., xiii. 

Josiah : his battle with Pharaoh Necho, 
and death, 116, 347. 

Judaea : table-land of, 174, 176 ; hills of, 
161, 307, 308. 

Judah : character of tribe, 162. 

Judas, traditional tree of, 105 nott^ 186. 

Judas Maccabeeus : battle at Beth-horoU| 

212 . 

Judith, book of, 247. 

Justinian : bmlder of Convent of St. 
Catherine, 52, 53 


Kda: e^El’Kda 

Kadesh (holy), 93, 98 ; encampment of 
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the Israelites at, 93 ; identical vrhh 
Petr^ 94 ; its dignity in the Hebrew 
traditions, 96 ; supposed by liobin- 
son to be Ain-el- Weibek, 98. 

ICadesh-bamea, 93 note; distinguished 
by Jerome from K. en Mishpat, 93 
note. 

Kadisha (holy) : R. of Phoenicia, 269. 

Kalat-es-Skukif (Belfort), 405 note* 

Kanah (reed), stream, 200. 

Kamao, xli. 

ICamak, in Brittany, 99 note. 

Keble ; see Christian Year. 

Kedesh-Naphtali, 340, 364, 390. 

Kedion (black), ravine of, 172, 296; in 
Ezekiers vision, 294. 

Kelt (possibly the Cherith), 305. 

Kenites, 160, 161, 295, 340. 

Kerak ofMoab, 167, 285, 523. 

Khan Jusuf^ 247 note. 

Khan Min/yehy 383. 

KJiasimyeh (boundary) R., 277, 406. 

Khassab (reedy), inner part of plain of 
Sliaron, 260. 

Kinah, 160 note, 

•fKir (wall), 622, 

+Kiriah (city), 523. 

Kirjath'jearim (city of forests), 121, 205 
note^ 518, 524. 

Kirjath-sannah (city of palm), 161. 

Kirjath-sepher (city of book), 161. 

Kishon, K., 336, 339, 355. 

Kuhbct-cn^N ueVf 41 4i note. 

* * Ladder of the Tyrians ** {Ras Nahhura)^ 
264, 266, 269, 

Ladrooii, i, e., Castellum boni Latronis, 
207. 

Laliai-roi, well of, 159. 

Lon^af, or Asaf (caper plant), 21, 70, 81, 

tLashon (tongue or bay), 503. 

Latin monks ; their superiority to Gjxcek, 
354 ; impressiveness of their sirvice 
at Nazareth, 443. 

Lebanon, 109, 110: meaning of the name, 
403 ; source of imagery to Hebrew 
poetry, 404 ; view from, 405 ; tra- 
ditions of, 413. 

Lebaotb (lionesses), 162 note. 

Legends of Pal. : their slight connexion 
with the localities, 155, 451. 

Leontes, R. (Litdny ) : not an ancient name, 
AMdnote; largest river of Syria, 
269 ; its course, 282, 407. 

Leopardi : his connexion wdth the story of 
Loretto, 448 note. 

Libnah (white), 207 note, 258 note^ 521. 

“ Lily” of Palestine, 139, 429. 

Limestone: of Syria generally, 4 ; of 
Sinai, 7 ; of Palestine, 147, 150, 
154, 307, 390; at Aduxmnim, 424 
note* 


** Lion of Judah,” 162, 171. 

Lions : in mountains of Judah. 162 noU, 

Litdny R. (Leontes), 110, 414d. 

“ Little Hermon” (DUhy), 336. 

Lo-debar, 486 note. 

Loretto, House of : its Bight firom Naza« 
reth, 445 ; daily devotions at, 446 ; 
examination of the legend, 447 ; its 
probable origin, 449, 450. 

Lot ; his view from Bethel, 218. 

Luxembourg : compared in site to Jeru- 
salem, 167. 

Lnynes, Due de : his Commentary on In- 
scription of Esmunazar, 277, 258 
note. 

Luz (ulmond) : ancient city on site of 
Bethel, 221, 234 note, 521. 

Lycus (wolf) : river of Phoenicia, 269, 

Lydda, 263. 


fMaaleh (ascent), 500. 

Maalch Acrahbim (Ascent of ScorpionB)| 
113 note, 500. 

+Maan (place watered by springs), 511. 
•fMaareli (open field), 492. 

+Mabbooa (gushing spring), 512, 
tMabbool (the deluge), 509. 

Maccabmns : see Judas M, 

Machpclah, cave of, 149, 
l^fagdala, 382. 

Mahana-ira (two hosts), 328, 

Mahomet : legends cf his visit to Sinai, 53, 
54 ; flight to Jerusalem, 150, 179 ; 
view over Damascus, 132, 218, 410, 
Maimonides : buried at Tiberias, 372. 
Makkedab, 211, 151. 
f Maker (well-spring), 512. 

Mamre, oak of, 103, 142. 

Manassch : the tribe, 327, 891. 

Manna, 21, 26 note. 
fMaou (den), 171 note, 530. 
fMaoz (stronghold), 530. 

Masada {Sehbeh), 163, 171 note, 296, 531. 
fMashabim (water troughs), 614. 
Mashchith (corruption) : Talmudic name 
for Olivet, 188 note, 

Matterhorn (Alp) : derives its name from 
the meadows below, like the moun- 
tains of Sinai, 17 note. 
fMatzor (fort), 631. 

Mauudrcll, 237. 
fMearah (cave), 516. 

Mcdinet'chai : traditional name of Muk* 
mas, 204 note. 

Medjel, 384 note. 

Megiddo: plain of, 336, 339, 347; waters 
of, 839 ; battle of, 347* 
Melchizedek, 238, 249. 

Memphis, Iv., Ivii. 

Meonenim (enchantments) * oak or tere- 
binth of, 142 note^ 239 note, 520. 
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ftCetoto, Inke of (ealled also Samadum, 
and now IMleh)^ 391 ; tarionaotbar 
names, 391 note, 

Mesopotamia ( Aram-naban^), 129, 

602. 

tMeisad (lair), 171 noie^ 530, 
fMetSttllab (bottom), 483. 

+MlcaI (brook), 507. 

Micbmadi, 203 ; battle of, 205 ; root of 
word, 204 vote, 
fMicreb (pit), 514, 
fMidbar (wilderness), 22, 486. 
Midiamtes : their incnrsion, 840. 
Migdal-el : probably Magdala, 382 note, 
Migdol, 37 note, 

Migron (precipice), near Michmasb, 206 
TMte, 

+Mikveh (reservoir), 513. 

Milman, Dean, xxiv. notCf 167, 178 note, 
I'Miphrats (bay), 533. 
tMisgab (lofty rock), 500. 
tMisbor (downs), name oftraus-Jordanic 
territory, 324 344 no^c, 484. 

Seol35, “level.” 

+Mistar (hiding place), 531. 

•fMibtsar (fortress), 529. 

Mizpeb (watch-tower) ; probably Scopus, 
213, 215, 226. 

Moab : mountains of, 104, 167, 175, 218, 
320, 321 ; vineyards of, 421 note, 
Modin, 162. 

Moi Temsah (Crocodile R.), 276 note. 
Moladah : well of, in S. of Jiidah, 150. 
Monte Rosa : Arabic names of the adja- 
cent valleys, 15 note. 

Mont-joye {Nebi Samml)f 132, 214, 
Moore : his report on population of Syria, 
120 note. 

tMorad (descent), 501. * 

Moreb : oak of, 142 ; or terebinths of, 
236, 238, 252. See 519. 

Moriah (vision or appejiranco), M., 177 
and no^e, 178, 251, 

Moses : in Egypt, xxxv. xlv. Iv. ; his 
view from Pisgah, 131, 300, 321 ; 
his death, 3Ul ; and burial-place, 
302 ; Wells of M. on the Red Sea, 
28, 66; Rock of M., 46, 47. 

Mosque of Omar, 168, 169, 178. 
fMotsa-roaim (spring-head), 611. 

Mount Hor {Jebel JJarUn) : first view of, 
85 ; proof of its identity, 86 ; visible 
from the Dcir, 97. See also 495. 
Mount of Beatitudes, 368 ; view of, from 
Wftdy Hymam, 383, 429 note; of 
Safed from, 429, 

Mount of Olives : its elevation, 175 ; its 
' four summits, 1S6 ; “The Park” 
of Jerusalem, 187 ; Rabbinical 
legend of the dwelling of Shechinah 
on, 189 ; remarkable view of Jeru- 
ealem 5pom, 132, 192. See Olivet. 


Mount of Precqntation, 367, 443 n/ote. 

Mountain views of Pah 131, 132 : from 
Ocrizim, 236 ; Gilead, 320 ; Kaza* 
reth, 365 ; Lebanon, 405 ; of Da* 
masensfrom A.‘Libanu8, 410. 

Mountains : security over plains, 136, 
231 ; highest mountains nam^ from 
their snowy tops, 403 note. 

Mountains of wlilee : their beauty and 
richness, 361. 

Mountains of Sinai : the Tdr, 8 ; their 
geology, 10 ; main groups, 11 ; 
colours, 12, 70 ; complication of 
summits, 12, 74 ; desolate grandeur, 
13, 18 ; stillness, 13 ; called after 
thoWAdys, 14, 29; other names due 
to some natural peculiarity, 17, 29. 

Mouutjoy : see Mont-joye. 

Mdhmas (Michmasb) : traditions of, 204 
note. 

Mussulman legends : puerility of many, 
149 ; of Moses, 30 ; of Jethro, 32 ; 
of Rock of Sakrah, 179 ; of the Ass 
of Jesus, 190 note; battle of Beth- 
horon, 211 note; of Peters vision, 
274 ; of Elijah, 268 ; of Christ’s 
descent at Damascus, 412 note; of 
Abel, Seth, and Noah, 412, 414; 
of a light in their sanctuaries on 
Eriday nights, 268, 414, 469 ; of 
the tombs of various saints, 149, 
412, 414. 

Mustard tree, 427 note. 

Myrtles, on Olivet, 145 note, 121, 455. 


Nabal the Carmelite, 160. 

Nabk (Thom), 370, 426. 

Nablus (Neapolis, Shechem), 233. 

tNachal (wdrZy, or torrent-bed), 14, 
294 note, 505. 

tNabar (perennial river), ,501. 

Nahhr-MuJeatta (R. of Slaughter), the 
Kishon, 355 note. 

Nahr-el-Kelb (Lycus), Dog River, 117. 

Nain, 357, 367. 

Nakb-Badera, 10, 71. 

Nakb^Hdwy (pass of the wind), 74. 

NdhUs, M. (bell), 9, 14. 

f Naphath and N.-Dor, 260, 493. 

Naphtali, 363 ; possession of the S, of 
Galilee, 363, 373. 

Nativity ; church of, at Bethlehem-, 488 ; 
common to the three sects ; remnant 
of the Basilica built by Helena, 439, 
and last repaired by Edward IV., 
141, 439 ; Grotto of Nativity, 439 ; 
antiquity of the tradition, 440 ; its 
possible origin : objections to iden* 
tity of site, 441f 

Nazareth : situation, 365 ; ancient repu- 
tation of, 366 ; sacred localities of, 
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860, 867, 442; taken in 1291 by 
Sultan Khalil, 448 ; abundanoe o£ 
dowera, 365 note; connection with 
iHir Lord, 417. 

Nazareth : Franciscan Ch. of Annunci> 
ation at, 443 ; Greek Ch., 444 ; 
legend of the flight of the Virgin’s 
house to Lorctto, 445 ; hous4 at 
Nazareth compared wii^ Uiat at 
Loretto, 446, 447. 

Nehi-MAaa (Tomb of Moses), 802 note. 

NehUSamiwUf 138, 166 ; view of Jerusa- 
lem from, 186, 208; described, 214; 
the **Mountjoy” of the Crusaders, 
214; has been supposed to be Mizpeh, 
215; but is probably the High Place 
of Gibeon, 215, 226; according to 
Muss, tradition, Ramjih, 224. 

Nebi-Zur or Nabi-Z., 277. 

Nehemiah, 182. 

fNekik (cranny), 499. 

Now Forest ; Tabor compared to, 350. 

tNikrah (hole), 498. 

Nile : in Delta, xxxiii.; valley of, xxxv.; 
colour of, xxxv. ; at Silsilis, xlv. ; 
at Cataracts, xlvi., liii. ; in Nubia, 
xlix. ; vegetation along, xxxvi., Ivii., 
121 ; palms at Memphis, Iv., 307 ; 
valley of, recalled by Gennesaretli, 
874; birds of, xxxvi., 427. See 
Icor, and Shichor. 

Noah : tomb of, in Lebanon, 4 08, 

Nob : possibly on the V. Galilaji summit 
of Olivet, 187, 188 note. Suggestion 
of Mr. Thrupp regarding, 188 mte. 

Northern boundary of Pal., 400, 

Nubia, xlix. 

Oaks of Palestine (El, Elah), 139, 142, 
519, 520; oakofMamre, 103, 142; 
of Moreh, 142; of Meonenim, 142 
note ; of Bethel, or of Deborah, 
(Allon-baclinth), 143, 220, 225; of 
Zaanaini, 143, note f 363 note; 

of Bashan, 144, 320, 329 ; at Tel 
cl-Kadi/y 394 ; .it Hazor, 397. 

Oak timber from Jilngland, used in roof of 
Ch. of Nativity at Bethlehem, 141. 

** Offence, Mount of:” on Olivet, 186, 
188 note. 

Oleanders : probable allusion to, in 
Ps. i., 146 ; at Gennesareth, 371, 
872 ; on Upper Jordan, 393 ; on 
the Orontes, 414p 

Olive-trees of Pal., 139: on the traditional 
sito of Gethsemane, 455. 

Olivet {Jebthet’Tiir ) : origin of word, 
186 note ; llabbinical traditions of, 
189 ; formerly abundant in vege- 
tation, 121, 145, 187 ; view of 
Jerusalem from, .132, 192 ; pro- 
bably scene of Parables of Last 


« Judgment and of Good Shepherd, 
422 ; olive-trees now existing on, 
455 ; and flg-trees, 422. See 
Mount of 0. and Palm-trees, 

Oaoar, his magnanimity, 461. 

Open space l^oro the gates of Eastern 
cities (Ilechob), 346, 349, 350, 528. 

tOphel (mound), 309 noTo, 498. 

Ophrah {Taiyiheh) : the “ city called 
Ephraim,” 214. 

Oreb (raven), 341. 

Origen : buried at Tyre, 270 ; on the 
text of John i. 28, 310 note; and of 
Matt viii. 23, 380 note. 

Oman (Araunah), 180 note. 

Orontes, It, 110; importance and pecu- 
liarity of its course, 281, 41 4« ;com* 
pared with the Wye, 414p. 

Oxus, It, 290 note. 


+P;vchath (hollow), 515, 

Padan-aram (cultivated upland), 129 note. 
Pagan religion : its great localities deeply 
impressive, 156, 195, 231. 

Palestine (Philistia, land of the Philis- 
tines) : origin of the word, 256 ; the 
link between Sinai and Lebanon, 
111 ; and between Assyria and 
Egypt, 116; cut off from the rest of 
the world, 112; absence of havens, 
113, 265; lentil and breadth of, 
114; presence of both sea and 
mountains, 1 14 ; confluence of East 
and West, 117; niins of, 117, 119; 
alteration in climate and productive- 
ness, 120; contrast with Desert, 121; 
but monotonous to European eyes, 
137 ; abundance of water, 123 ; 
storms and earthquakes of, 124, 184; 
analogies with the Western world, 
127 ; varied natural features of, 
127 ; mountainous character of, 
128, 129 ; general elevation of the 
country, 102, 130; first-called Aram, 
129; fenced cities of, 132; “high 
places,” 133 ; want of road^ 135 ; 
security of its mountain districts, 
136 ; plains now infested by the 
Bedouins, 136 ; preeminent in the 
East for flowers, 139, 365 note ; 
scarcity of large trees, 138, 139; 
olives, 139 ; cedars, 140 ; historical 
trees, 142; palmi^ 144; rocky 
character, 147 ; identification of 
.ancient wells, 147 ; tombs, , 148 ; 
caves, in ancient times, 150, 151, 
152, in modem times, 153; con- 
secration of grottoes, 153, 440, 441 ; 
legends due to natural featur^ 154; 
contrast of its sacred localities with 
tiiose of Greece, 1 56, 281 • 
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*^Palm-tree8| <»ty of:** Jerioho, 144, i 
145, 80f; possibly also S&- 

godi, 29d9i4^e, 144. 

Palm-trees : (O the Nile, xxxiii., !▼., 
805 ; of Palmyra, 8 ; of the Desert, 
20, 25, 69, 98 ; at El-Wddy, 19 ; 
rarity of, in Pal., 98, 99, 144 ; on 
the maritime plains, 145, 267 ; on 
Olivet, 121, 145, 187 ; at Jericho, 
144, 307 ; at En-gedi, 144, 295 ; 
at Kirjath-Sannah, 161; origin of 
the name Phoenicia, 145, 267 ; at 
Abila, 298 note ; in Esdraelon, 348 ; 
at Tiberias, 870 ; at entrance of 
Jordan to S. of Galilee, 371 ; Palm- 
tree of Deborah, 145. 

Palmer : origin of the term, 145. 

Paneas, 398 ; see Osesarea Philippi. 

Parables of our Lord, 420 ; those relating 
to vineyards, 102, 164, 420 ; to %- 
trees, 421, 422 ; to shepherds, 423 ; 
to corn-fields, 425, 426 ; the birds, 
427 ; the fish, 427, 429 ; the torrent, 
430 ; images drawn from the hum- 
blest objects of life, 432. 

Paradise : ” origin of the word, 518. 

Paran, 41, 43. 

fPardes (plantation), 518. 

Park-like character of Esdraelon, 349 ; 
of Carmel, 852, 490 ; of the territory 
of Ephraim, 243. 

Paul, St. : visit to Arabia, 50 : pride in 
his tribe, 201 : at Caasares^ 263 ; in 
Phoenicia, 267 ; reputed site of his 
conversion, 41 4^*. 

+ Peleg (stream), 507. 

Pella, 330. 

Persea, 829 ; our Lord's retirement to, 
830, 419 ; probable scene of parable 
of the Lost Sheep, 423. 

tPerazoth (unwalled villages), 528. 

Peter, St. : his vision at Joppa, 115, 
263, 274 ; his visit to the Plain of 
Sharon, 263 ; his confession at Caesa- 
rea PhUippi, 399. 

Petra, 87 ; approach to, 85 ; identified 
with Kadesh, 94, 95; the Holy 
Place of, 98; prophetical curse on, 
272. 

PharparE. (Away), 409 note. 

Phiala (bowl) : not the source of the 
Jordan, 394 note, 

Philsa, xlvii. 

Philip the Tetrarch : builder of Julias, 
374, 381 ; and of Cmsarea Philippi, 
897. 

PMlistia, 255 ; corn-fields of, 258. 

Philistines, their origin, 256 ; towns 
256, 837. 

Phootucia : meaning of word, 145, 267, 
see also note ; early maritime enter- 
prise^ 267 i aWdance of rivers, 269 ; 


first settlements, 288 ; alliance with 
northern tribes, 363. 

Pi-ha-hiroth : meaning of word, 87 note, 

Pilate, 108, 262. 

Pilgrims : to Mecca, 8 ; to the Jordan, 
314; to Jerusalem, 464, 471. 

Pine-trees on Lebanon, 140 note. 

Fisa ; Campo Santo at, 449. 

f Pisgah : view of Moses from, 131, 800 ; 
and of Balaam, 299 ; position of, 
301 note^ 321 ; the word, 496. 

“ Plain :** mistranslation of in Auth. Vers, 
for “Oak,** 142 note, 235 7iote, 239 
note, 340 note, 520. 

Plains of Palestine : retained by the Ca- 
naanites, 134, 398 ; now infested by 
Arabs, 136 ; their insecurity, 136 ; 
their agricultural value, 136, 258. 
See Esdi-aelon, Shephelah, and Sharon. 

Pompey : advanced on Jerusalem by the 
Bethany road, 168, 176. 

Pools : of Hebron, 102, 246 ; of Siloom, 
180, 428 ; of Samaria, 246. See 
513, 614. 

Poplars on Anti-Libanus, 140 note. 

Porter, Rev. J. L., 406 note, 407 oiote, 
412 note. Alii, 610. 

Prophecy : the true accomplisliment of, 
271, 272, 384. 

“Prophets;” summit of Olivet, 186. 

Prophets : schools of, at Bethel, 222 ; at 
Jericho, 308. 

Ptolemais (Accho, Acre), 264. 

Ptolemies, the, xlviii. 

Pyramids, xxxv., Iv. 

Pythagoras : on Carmel, 353. 


“ Quails :’* miracle of the, 82. 
Quai’antania, 308. 


Rabbath-Ammon, 322. 

Races of the Arabian Ciiristians round the 
H. Sepulchre, 466. 

Rachel ; tomb of, 149. 

Ramah of Benjamin (£V Mam), 213. 

Ramah of Samuel ; various supposed 
sites of, 224, 225. 

Ramathaim (double height), 224 ; site of, 
according to Eusebius and Jerome, 
224. 

Mam6: said by Schwarz to be Ramath- 
aim, 225. 

Rameses, xlvi., xlviii., 1., li., liii., 117. 

Mamet-el'KhalU : one supposed site of, 
Ramah, 225. 

Mamleh (sandy) : a supposed site of 
Ramah, 224 ; name of the sea-side 
tract of PhiliAia, 255 ; and of 
Sharon, 260, 275, 

Ramoth Gilead, 323. 
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B^-el-Ahi/ad (the While Cape), 266, 
/td 9 -el-Ain (head of the spring) ; tradi- 
tional visit of Christ to, 268. 

Rds Ndk/iura, 264, 266, 

Rd$ Sufidfeh, M„ 17, ,42, 76, 77. 
Ravines round Jerusalem, 167, 172. 

Red Sea : origin of the name, 6 note ; 
passage 38, 66. 

Reuheu : pastoral tribe, 325 ; and in- 
active, 827. 

Rephidim : battle of, 41 . 

Jietcm (bi'oom), 20, 79, 521. 

“Rib’* (Tzelah) : Hebr. expression for 
side of a mountain, 188 note^ 496. 
Richard Cceur-de-Lion, 213, 214, 265 ; 

at Ascalon, 257, 259. 

Rimmon, (the cliff Rtimmon), 214. 
Ritter, Professor C. : his theory of Sinai, 40. 
Roads of Palestine, 135, 217 note, 
Robinson, Dr. : conhrmed, 76, 835 ; see 
also 44, 69 note, 81 : corrected, 97 
note^ 232 note ; see also 70 note. 
Rock of Moses, 46, 48 note* 

Roman and Greek names in Palestine^ 
233, 245, 264. 

Roman bridges over Jordan, 296. 

Roman ruins, in Palestine : Sebaste, 
245. 

Rome, comparison of its site with that of 
Jerusalem, 17^. 

+Rosh (head of a mountain), 495. 
“Round fountain,’* the, 883. 

Royle, Dr. : identification of the ‘‘mustard 
tree,’* 427 note. 

Rubad, castle of : view from, 321. 

Ruins : in Palestine, 117 ; Hebrew words 
for, 119 note, 

Rdmmon (Rimmon), 214. 


Sacramento R. 282 note. 

Sacraments, the two : their universal 
force, 433. 

+ Sadeh (cultivated field), 490. 

^fed, 247 note, 370 ; sacred city of 
N. Palestine, 372 ; probably the 
“city on an hill,” 429. 

Sdfeh : pasis of, 98, 1 13. 

Sahrak, rock of the: described, 178; 
various explanations of, 179, 180. 

Saleh, Sheykh : tomb of, 56, 79, 466 note. 

Salem, 250. 

Salt lakes of Africa, Asia, and Amer ca, 
292. 

Saltness of the water of various seas, 292 
note, 

Samachon : Greek name of Merom, 391 
note, 

Samaria (Shomron), 244 ; its sieges, 245 ; 
pool of, 246; villages of the district, 

887 . 

Samaria, the woman of, 242. 


Samaritans, 240, 241 note* 

Samaritan, the Good, 424. 

Samson, 258, 259. 

Sand: in the East and Egypt, xxxvi., 
liii. , 63 : not the rule of the Desert, 
8 ; in the Parable of the Torrent, 430. 

Sandstone of Sinai, 10, 11 ; its colour, 10, 
12; inscriptions on, 11, 60; at 
Petra, 88—91. 

Sandy belt of Dehbet-er-Ramleh, 8 ; and 
of El-Kda, 9. 

Santa Casa : see Loretto. 

Sanur: plain and fortress of, 246, 24/ 
note, 

Sardis : capture of, 173. 

Sarepta, 268. 

Saul : his visit to the witch, 345 ; his death, 
and disposal of his body, 345, 346. 

Scala Tyriorum : see Ladder of the 
Tyrians. 

‘Scopus : hill of; 186, 226. 

Scythians : their incursion into Palestine, 
340 note, 

Scythopolis (Beth-shan), 340 note, 417. 

Sea, the: “the West” in Hebrew, 115 
note ; Oriental dread of, 262. 

Sebaste : Roman name of Samaria, 245, 
412. 

Sehheh (Masada), 296 note, 581, 

fSela (cliff), 05, 499. 

Selim I. : builder of walls of Jerusalem, 
182. 

Semitic names : instances of their tena- 
city, 264, 276, 381. See also 233. 

Sena : one of tho summits of Sinai, 42. 

Senek (acacia) : possible origin of name 
Sinai, 17 ; crag at Michmash, 205. 

Sennacherib ; his advance on Jerusalem, 
206 ; destruction of his army, 207 
note, 268 note; legendary site of the 
event, 154, 

Sepphoris, or Dio Ceesarea, 365. 

Sepulchres. See Holy S. and Tombs. 

Septuagint : rendering of hyssop, 21 
note; Gedor, 159 note; Zelzab, 
225; Betb-aven, 223 note; of 1 
Sam. xiv. 16, 19; 205 note; “Lad- 
der *’ of Jacob’s vision, 220^ note ; 
Moriah and Moreh, 252 ; Philistines, 
256 note; Sharon, 260 note; the 
city Adam, 804 note; Beth-barah, 
343 note; Bcth-gan, 349 note; 
Mixpeb, 392 note; Lebanon, 413 
note; Adumrairo, 424 note. See 
farther, notes to 326, 327, 392, 617, 
526, 527, and Appendix paesim* 

Ser (myrrh), 17, 78, 80. 

Serbal, M.: possible derivation of, 17 ; 
claims of Serbal to be Sinai, 39, 40 ; 
ancient sanctity of, 40 ; ascent cC 
72 ; and view from summit, 73. 

Seth: tomb of, onAnti-Libanus, 407. 
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B&aatbim 

tSbaroQ (smooth), plhin of, 260 ; forest 
of, 121, 260; comil^i(m of ^th 
Apostolic history, 26S; villages 
265 ; meaning of word, 485. 
tShaveh (dale), valley of, 250, 483. 
Sliaveh-Kiriathaim, 250. 

Sbechem : capital of Ephraim, 238 ; 
scene of the coronations, 239 ; well 
watered, 235. 

Sbechinah; tradition of its sojourn on 
Olivet^ 189. 
tShefl (bare hUl), 498. 
fSben (crag), 500. 

Shells on the shores of Ked Sea, 83 ; of 
Gennesareth, 371. 

'iShephelah : the low land of Fhilistia, 
255, 258, *485. 

WiervU-eUKhehir (Jordan), 284 note, 
286. 

Sheriat-el-Mandhur (Hieromax), 284 
note, 

Sheykh Saleh. See Wddy^ea-Sheyhh^ 
and SaUh, 

4'Shiohor (NUe),’ 504. 

Shiloh (Seiliin)^ sanctuary of Ephraim, 
231, 232 ; its site long lost, 231. 
Shittah, Shittim {Sayal)^ 20, 69, 298. 
Shomron (Samaria), 244. 

Shual (fox or jackal), 162 note^ 200 
note, 

Shubeibeh, castle 397* 
tShuk (street), 532, 

SUh Barada^ 406. 

SMkMoma^ 60, 77. 

Shunem, 386, 344. 

Siddim : see Vale of S. 

Sidon, 269, 271. • 

Sihor, XXXV. See Shichor. 

Sikf at Petra, 89 — 91. 

Siloam, pools of, 180, 428. 

Simeon : lot and fortunes of the tribe, 
160, 161. 

^ai : origin of tlie name, 17, 20 ; 
special use of word, 20 note. See 
Jehel JSerhalj Jehel Kathe- 

rin ; and. Mountains of Sinai. 
Sinaitic inscriptions, 58 — 62, 71, 73, 74, 
80. 

Sindian 141, 406. 

Sir-i-kol, Luke, 290, 

Sisera, 339, 340. 

Snow in Pal. 121, 128. 

Sola : possibly Kamathaim*.?0277^im, 225. 
Sodom (burning), 289. 

Solomon : his pools and gardens, 103, 
165, 248. 

“Solomon, city of,” 177. 

“South ” frontier of Palestine, 159. 
Spain : occurrenoo of Arabic names in, 
15, and note, 481« 

Sphinx, the, Ivui. 


Springs ; of the Desert of Sinai, 17, 79, 81; 
of Palestine; their abundance, 123 
distinguished from wells, 147; round 
the of Galilee, 373. See Ain. 
Spring below the IJemple, 177, 180, 428* 
Spring of Annunciation at Nasai’eth, 366, 
444. 

St. George’s Tomb at Damascus, 4142, 

St Louis : founder of the Convent at 
Carmel, 353. 

St. Saba, Convent of, 296. 

Stags (Ajalon), 162 note, 207, 208 note, 

“ Star of Bethlehem,” 189, 

Stu'liug, plain of ; analogy with Esdraelon, 
337 note. 

Stone fences to the fields of Jndma, 102, 
421. 

Stone-pines, 320 note. 

Storms in Palestine, 124. 
tSuccoth (booths), 529. 

SOph (fiags or weeds), 6 note, 533. 
Surahit el Khadim, 49 note, 

Surafend, probably Sarepta, 268. 
Sycaminopolis (Caipha), 146. 

Sychar (drunken), 223 note. 

Sycamores in Palestine, 146 ; on the 
Upper Jordan, 393. 

Syria: general geological features, 4; 
origin of word, 270. 

Syrian Christians : their chapel at the II. 
Sepulchre, 465. 


Taanacli, 330. 

Tcdfiyah, spring at Gennesareth, 3S3. 

Tabor, M., 336 ; described, 350; in 
early times the sacred mount of the 
northern tribes, 351 ; not the Mount 
of Beatitudes, 368 ; nor the scene of 
the Transfiguration, 351 ; view 
from Mt. of Beatitudes, 429. 

Tabor, oak of, 225, 520. 

Tadmor, meaning of the word, 8 note. 

Tajo of Andalusia : compared to ravines 
of Jerusalem, 172. 

Tamarisk (Eshel), 21, 70, 81, 520. 

Tamyras R. (Tamar), AHd. 

“Tares” (Zizania, Zuwdn), 426. 

Taiylbeli, in the Desert : see Wddy T. 

Taiyibeh (Ophrah) 214. 

fTealah (conduit), 507. 

“ Tears of Jacob,” 155, 247 note, 371. 

Tel (heap), how used in the Bible, 119 
note, 203 note; 204 nate. 

Tuleilel-Ful (probablyGibeahof Saul),2 1 3. 

Tel-el-Hajar (possible site of Ai), 204 
note, 206 note. 

Tel-el-Kddi (hill of the judge), 894 note. 

Tel- Far ash (hill of Joiiiua), 393 note. 

Tcl-Udm, 383. 

Td-Kuhon, T. Sadi, or T. Kaeii ; a 
knoll below Carmel, 355. 







^mplfu^ origin of tbe ocdert Jdl4« 
!Qabipibtioii, scene of the^ 812« 

ThUura (I^r), 261. 

Titebintb (Blab, JSutm)^ in PalesUne, 21 
mtCt 141, 619 ; Talley of tbeT., 207, 
481. 

Terraces : on tbe bills of Pal., 138 ; of 
the Jordan, 297, 804. 

Thebes in Egypt, xxxviii, xl. 

Tbrupp, Mr., bis conjectures on Jeru- 
salem, 171 no^e, 178 note^ 192 note; 
and on Nob, 188. 

Tiberias, 872, 374; metropolis of Jewish 
race for three centuries, 372 ; and 
holy city of the north, 372 ; built by 
Herod Antipas, 374. 

Tib (wanderings), desert of, 7. 
fTirab (Bedouin castle), 627. 

Tirzah : Palace of Jeroboam, 243. 

Titus : bis siege of Jerusalem, 176, 178. 
“ Tomb of Hiram,** 277. 

Tombs of Egypt, xxxvii., Ivii. ; of tbe 
Kings at Thebes, 3dii., xliii.; of 
Ibises at Memphis, Iv. ; of Palestine, 
148,241,245,249,408,428. 
‘‘Tombs of tbe Prophets,** cave in Olivet: 
its history, 463. 

“Tomb of the Virgin** at the foot of 
Olivet, 454. 

T6r, mountains of the, 8, 9, 
Transfiguration, the : probably not on 
Tabor, 351 ; but on Hermon, 399, 

“ Triumphal entry’* of Christ into Jeru- 
salem, 168, 190 — 193. 

Tyre, derivation of name, 270, 498; its 
small size, 270, 271 ; reservoir at, 
268. 

Tyrian dye, 269. 

Tyropoeon, at Jerusalem, 168, 178. 
•f-Tsur (rock), 270, 498. 


Um-Khalid, 276. ’ , 

Um-Shaumer : meaning of name, 17 ; 
highest mountain in the Sinai range, 
12, 16 ; not yet explored, 39 note ; 
mysterious noises heard from, 14, 
39 note, 

Urias, 103, 165, 243. 
tlrumia, salt lake of, 292 note, 

Utah, salt lake of, Ameri^, 292. 

Uzziah : earthquake in reign, of, 184. 


Vale of Siddim (fields^, 287 ; compared 
to Plain of Gennesareth, 374. 

Valley of the Jordan: its unparalleled 
depth, 111, 286; level of, with 
respect to the Hod Sea, 291 ; called 
Aulou and Ghor, 283, and Arabab, 
284 TMtef 294 note, 297, 487 ; width 
of, 297. 


Varallo, the “Palestine** there, 449. 

Vegetation of Sinai, 16, 20# 69, 80 ; 
formerly more abundant, 24; of 
Palestine^ 139. 

Vespasian : bis sacrifice on Carmel, 364 
note. 

Via dolorosa, 451. 

Vine : cultivation of, in Judah, 163, 421 ; 
emblem of Israel, 164 ; paiables 
rekting to, 420, 421* 

Virgin, tomb of the, on Olivet, 454. 

Volcanic agency : traces of, in Palestine, 
285, 291, 370. See Earthquakes* 


Wddy : meaning of word, 14, 70 ; the 
roads and rivers of the Desert, 16 ; 
origin of their names, .17 ; mountains 
of Sinai called after them, 14 ; equi- 
valent to the Hebrew Nachd, 14 
note, 505. 

Wddy Abu-JIamad (father of figs\ 17, 
72 ; contains a few inscriptions, 60. 

Wddy Aleyat^ at base of Serbal, 72 ; 
contains many inscriptions, 69 ; 
bi*ook in, 44, 72. 

Wddy AliaSi possibly the Cherith, 306 
note, 

Wddy Chuiech, 311 note, 

Wddy Ehni-Uammid, 209 note, 

Wddy, El (The Wady), its luxuriant 
palm-grove, 19 note, 

Wddy el-Aitb (the spring), 81, 86; its 
brook perennial, 17 note, 81 ; vege- 
tation in, 21 note, 

Wddy ed-Deir (the convent), 41, 78. 

Wddy er-Rahah (rest) : probably the 
scene of the giving of the Law, 44, 
76 ; long unknown, 44, 

Wddy es-Shcykh (the saint) : largest of 
tixe Sinaitic wfidys, 16, 42 ; why so 
called, 29, 66, 79* 

Wddy Ftk, opposite Tiberias, 380. 

Wddy Feirdn : the Oasis of the Sinaitic 
Desert, 19, 40, 42; possible scene 
of the battle of Kephidim, 41 ; its 
brook perennial, 17 note; inscriptions 
in, 59 ; vegetation in, 71, 72, 73. 

Wddy Gkazaleh, 81. 

Wddy Ghurnndel (on west of Peninsula 
of Sinai) : palms at, 26 ; possibly 
Elim, 69. 

Wddy Jlaritk, 201, 202, 221, 223. 

Wady Ifebrln, 38 ; its brook perennial, 
17 note, 

Wddy Jlowdr (the division), in the 
Arabah, 85. 

Wddy JIuderdk, 80 ; by some identified 
wdth Hazeroth, 81, 92. 

Wddy Ilaindm (pigeons), 299 note, 382, 
429 note, 

WddyllhmihfAvf^onkVskhtkmOi Petra), 84, 



INDSX. 


Wddy Kara, 284. 

WdUy KtU, 202 ; pokibly tlie Cberith, 

. 805, 800. 

Wddy Kihah: probably tbo “Valley of 
Gerar,** 159. 

Wddy Kyd, 18. 

Wddy Leja: named after Jetbro’s 
^ughter, 83 ; contains the Hock of 
Moses, 46. 

Wddy Megdra (the cave) : sandstone of, 
10, 12 ; inscriptions in, 11, 26, 59. 
Wddy Mukattdt (writing): described, 61; 

inscriptions in, 11, 51, 59, 61, 71* 
Wddy Mdsa (Moses) : modern name for 
the valley of Petra, 89. 

Wddy Mutyah, 204 note, 

Wddy Salaha : contains a perennial 
brook, 17 note, 

Wddy Saydl (acacia) : why §o called, 
17, 80. 

Wddy Sebdiyeh : scene of the giving of 
the Law, according to Hitter and 
Laborde, 42 note, 44, 76, 78. 

Wddy SheUdl (cataract), 38, 39, 70 ; 

reason of name, 15 ; vegetation, 21 
" note, 

Wddy Shouaib (Hobab), 32, 83. 

Wddy Sidri (thorn), 17, 71 ; contains 
inscriptions, 59, 71. 

Wddy Solab (the cross): has a few 
inscriptions, 60. 

Wddy Souvjyrdk, 79. 

Wddy Sufsdfeh (willow), 17. 

Wddy Sumghy, 18, 

"^dy Suweinit: 202; the “passage of 
f Mchmash,” 204. 
lMddy Taiyibeh: vegetation of, 17 ; pos- 
I sibly Elim, 37. 

Wddy Tudrik, 34, 37. 

Wddy Tubal : red sandstone, 85. 

Wddy Vrtde, 166. 

Wddy Ueeit : Elim according to Laborde, 
25, 69 ; palms, 25 note. 

Wady Zouara, probably Maalch Acrab- 
i bim, 113 note. 

Walls of Jerusalem, 181, 1S2. 


Warm springs of Palestine, 285, 295, 
370, 378. 

Water-lilies in Pal., 430. * 

Water-shed between Dead Sea and Ollf 
of Akaba, 85. 

“Weeds, sea o^” 5 note, 83. 

Wells of Moses {Ayil/n Mdsa), 67. 

Wells of Palestine, 147, 159, 161, 512; of 
Bethlehem, 163; of Jacob, 240, 428; 
below the Hock of the Sakrah, 179 
note ; near AJalon — Bir el-Khebir, 
213. 

“ West, the,” in Hebrew the same word 
as “the Sea,” 115 note; 538. 

White Cape {Rae d-Abyad), 266., 

“Whited sepulchres,” 428. 

Wild beasts : towns deriving names from, 
162 note, 200 note. 

Wild cattle of Palestine, 324. 

Wilderness (Midbar), 22, 247 note, 486. 

Willis, Professor; on the rock of the 
Sakrah, 180, 460 rmte; on the 
tombs of Joseph and Nicodemus, 457. 

Wye, H., compared to the Orontes, 409. 


Zaanaim, oak of, 143 note, 340 note, 520. 

Zalmon, M. 304 ; possibly Ebal, 239 note', 

Zarephath, 268. 

Zaretan, 304 note, 

Zeboim (hyamas): ravine of, 162 note, 
200 note. 

Zebulun, 348, 362. 

Zechariah, his references to the Earth- 
quake, 185 ; his prophecy, 185 note. 

Zeeb (wolf), 341. 

Zelzab : LXX rendering of, 225. 

Zemarites, tbe, 237 note. 

ZeHn (Jezreel), 349. 

Zimmermann’s Map, 353 note. 

Zion : the stronghold of Jerusalem, 171, 
177 ; city of David, 192 ; arguments 
of Fergusson and of Thrupp, 171 
note, 174 note, 192 note, 

Ziph, wood of, 121. 

Zuwdn (iiiiiviov, “tares’*), 426. 


THE END. 
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